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Academics Sanchez, Bracey to discuss impact of Black
studies
January 15, 2021

SUBSCRIBE NOW

In honor of Black Hist ory Month, the University of Maine Black Student Union and the
Universit y of Maine Alumni Associat ion will welcome Sonia Sanchez and John Bracey t o discuss
the relevance and impact of Black Studies in 21st century higher educati on at 6 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 28 over Zoom.
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Register for the free, p ublic event at t inY.url.com/BlackStudies21. "Black Studies in 21 st Century
Higher Education" also will be livestream ed on the UMaine Alum ni You Tu be cha nnel.
Sanchez and Bracey were among the intellectuals who initiat ed the movement for Black
st udies in t he 1970s. Refl ecting o n their deca des-long comm it ment t o, and wor k toward, racial
justice in aca demic an d comm unity spaces, they will d iscuss the pr esent moment of "racial

Dagher discusses floating offshore
wind power with Maine Public
Published: April 30, 2021

r eckoning," as it has been dubb ed in the m edia.
Sanchez and Bracey w ill talk about t he history of Black Studies, current urgencies and the
r elevance of Black knowledge, creat ivity and spir ituality in higher educat ion.
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The talk is int ended as a space for connection, r eflection, and inspiration,
echoing Sanchez's inv itation from her poem "Catch the Fir e":
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CATCH YOUR FIRE.. .DO N'T KILL
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HOLD YOUR FIRE... DO N'T KILL
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LEARN YOUR FIRE... DON'T KILL
BE THE FIRE... DON'T KILL
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Catch the fire and burn w ith eyes

UMaine Today

that see our souls:
WALKING.
SINGING.
BUILDING.
LAUGHING.
LEARNING.
LOVING.
TEACH ING.

t:st lNl.J .

Her e is my hand.
Catch the fire...and live.
Live.
Livelivelive.
Livelivelive.
Live.
Live.
The co nversation will begin w ith an address by University of Maine Pr esident Joan FerriniMundy and w ill feature some of Sanchez's poetry. In addition to the dialogue between Sanchez
and Bracey, there will be time for attendees to ask questions.
Sanchez is a key figur e in the Black Arts Movement, a multi-award-w inning poet, activist and an
aca demic w ho has im pact ed the fights for gender r ights, racial justice and peace around t he
world.
Bracey is a for mer cha ir and current graduate certificate co-dir ector at t he W.E.B. Du Bois
Department of Afro-A mer ica n Studies at the Univers ity of Massachusetts Am herst and an
award-w inning academ ic and act ivist.
The university recognizes that it is located on Marsh Island in the homeland of the Penobscot
Nation, w here issues o f wat er and t erritorial rights, and encroachm ent upon sacred sites, are
ongoing. Penobscot ho meland is connected to the other Wabanaki Tr ibal Nat ions - t he
Passama quoddy, Maliseet, and Micmac - through kinship, alliances and d iplom acy. The
university also r ecogn izes that the Penobscot Nation and the other Wa banaki Tribal Nat ions
are distinct , sovereign, legal and political entities w ith their own powers of self-governance and
self-determination.
This event is supported, in part, by a grant from the Cultural Affairs/ Dist inguished Lecture
Ser ies Fund, McGillicuddy Humanities Cent er, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and
departments of Anthr opology, Communication and j ourn alism, Native America n Studies,
Politica l Science, Socio logy and Wo men's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies.
For mor e information, contact Lauren Babb, Black Student Union adviser, at
lauren.babb@maine.edu.
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