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Wednesday, December 1st ︱6:00-7:30 p.m. (Eastern)

Join us for an honest, unscripted kitchen-table conversation among three generations of
inspiring Maine-based Black feminist activists, academics, and community builders. Coming
together to seek the roots and trace the branches of Black feminism in Maine, panelists will
interweave themes of Black women's history, solidarity, and connections to nature, science,
environmental and social justice movements, creativity, and the arts.
This webinar celebrates Black feminism as an ongoing, multi-faceted, transformative force in
the speakers' lives, as well as in communities across the United States and right here in Maine.
The conversation will be facilitated by Laren Babb who pursued a graduate degree in chemistry
from the University of Maine. Around the table will be: Dr. Samaa Abdurraqib, Associate
Director, Maine Humanities Council; Dr. Lori Banks, Assistant Professor of Biology, Bates
College; Dr. Leslie Hill, Professor Emerita of Politics, Bates College; Amara Ifeji, Director of
Youth Engagement and Policy, Maine Environmental Association and National Geographic
Young Explorer; and Kosi Ifeji, Bangor High School student and Youth Hub Coordinator, Maine
Environmental Education Association.
The event is made possible with generous support from the Alton '38 and Adelaide Hamm
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Campus Activity Fund.

Register for Virtual Event

About the Panelists:

Dr. Samaa Abdurraqib

Dr. Lori Banks

After spending most of her life in the
Midwest, Samaa has spent the last
decade loving and living on
Wabanaki/Abenaki land. Since 2017,
she has been focused on writing
poetry which represents a return to the
form after a 20-year hiatus. Each Day
Is Like An Anchor (2020) is her first
published collection of poetry. After
working in Maine's domestic violence
movement for 5 years, Samaa recently
joined the staff at the Maine
Humanities Council as their Associate
Director. Samaa spends much of her
free time appreciating the outdoors,
enjoying the waterways, mountains,
birds, and woods of Maine and New
Hampshire.

In 2020, Dr. Lori Banks was named on
the list of "1000 Inspiring Black
Scientists in America" for her work in
molecular biology. Lori is an assistant
professor of biology at Bates College,
where she heads the Banks Lab
focusing on microbial systems
manipulations. Inspired to pursue the
study of biology and chemistry
following the Ameri-thrax attacks and
other subsequent bioterrorism threats
during her sophomore year in college,
Dr, Banks is committed to easing pain
and suffering through science
applications. Further, she aims to
inspire future generations of womenidentified scientists and scientists of
color. Her story of scientific knowledge
as a spiritual gift was recently featured
on the Biologos podcast.

12/10/2021, 11:53 AM

University of Maine System Mail - Join us for a kitchen-table dialogue a...

3 of 4

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=483c7a7ff8&view=pt&search=all...

Dr. Leslie Hill

Amara Ifeji

After retiring from the Bates College
faculty–where Leslie taught courses
examining gender politics, African
politics, as well as the politics of race
in U.S. law and policy–she is the
Harward Center's Faculty Fellow for
2020-21 and 2020-22. Aiming to
enrich Bates instructors' knowledge of
racial inequities and social justice
advocacy in Maine, she organizes
opportunities for faculty to discuss and
design learning projects that prepare
students to think critically with, learn
from, and work collaboratively with
community partners to address white
supremacy and racial justice.

Amara Ifeji serves as the Director of
Youth Engagement and Policy with the
Maine Environmental Education
Association (MEEA). Her childhood
barriers to access to environmental
learning drove her commitment to
advancing equitable access to the
outdoors and climate justice education
for all youth. In high school, she
organized community science learning
efforts for youth and conducted
internationally awarded climate
change research. Through her role
with MEEA, she strives to empower a
network of over 400+ youth
environmental activists and pushes for
both state and federal environmental
education policy reform. In recognition
of her work, she was awarded the
2021 National Geographic Young
Explorer Award–one of only 24 youth
in the world.

Kosi Ifeji
Kosi Ifeji is a high school junior,
intersectional climate justice activist,
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and environmental steward from
Bangor, Maine. Her passion for the
environment led her to pursue citizen
science efforts through her school's
Stormwater Management and
Research Team (SMART), which
focuses on monitoring the health of
the Penobscot watershed. Kosi shares
her time as a Changemakers fellow,
co-chairs the Nature-Based Education
Consortium (NBEC) Climate
Education Task Force and serves on
the NBEC Steering Committee, and
collaborates with the Maine climate
Table Intergen cohort. Kosi also
advocates for policy and culture-based
change in both her school and local
communities through addressing the
inequities at her school district.
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