THE CLASS OF 1965

by RICHARD WILE

Last September, a group of young men
ssembled at Deering Hall for the first
We came from many different
Indiana, Pennsylvania, and New-
foundland.  We came in all shapes and
sizes, and our interests were varied. The
only thing that drew us together was the
fact that we were the incoming class of
freshman foresters.

Lime.

areas,;

The next few weeks were amazing. We
soon found out that a pipe and a pair of
“dungs” do not make a forester. Our ad-
visors were helpful, and the upper class-
men almost so, in showing us our way
around campus. Looking back, I think
that we can all say that we found the Uni-
versity Forest interesting, the book store
expensive, and the Bear’s Den eye-open-
ing. With the class of 65 came the initia-
tion of the Fy-1 forestry lab, three hours
of finding out just what forestry really
is. This lab was the ruination of some

and the salvation of some more, but we
all agreed that it was good to get some
practical experience right from the start.

As time progressed, so did we, or at
least some of us did. Some became active
on the successful Freshman football and

basketball teams. Others became inter-

ested in the Forestry Club and the Hot
Shots.

The Forestry Club, headed by President
Lee Hoar, and assisted by Professor

Beyer, continued to serve not only fresh-
man, but all foresters in bringing new

ideas in Forestry to our attention. Movies,

slides, and guest speakers highlighted this
year’s activities.

The Hot Shots, led by Professor Ran-
dall, met every Sunday last fall, and will
do so again this spring.

As for the rest of us, the late autumn
was a time to make friends, and, in gen-
eral, adjust to the available social life. Of
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course we al_l found that in order to fullfill
this rewarding life, some studying had to
be done,

After that break in the school year,
sometimes known as finals, was over, the
slightly smaller, slightly wiser, freshman
class returned for the second semester.
Those who were eligible began to enjoy
the luxuries of free meals, etc., at the ex-
pense of the fraternity houses.

With the approaching of the spring
vacation, many of us are now eagerly an-
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ticipating summer jobs.
mg, there doesn’t seem to be too many
available, but we are still hoping that
Hawaii wants about fifty GS-3’s to thin
pineapple trees.

As of this writ-

As the school year of 1961-62 slowly
sinks into the horizon, those of us who
have not sunk with it are already pre-
paring for the next three years. The first
challenge has becen conquered and the
class of 1965 is looking forward to con-
quering many more.






PROPOSALS
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INTRODUCTION

Forest recreation in Maine has evolved
from limited use of readily accessible
areas to penetration and use of the more
remote areas in Maine. Many of these
recreation areas are located on private
lands owned by wood using industries.

Attention has recently been focused on
multiple land use and further recreational
use of these remote areas by the demand
of the public for these values. Particular
interest has centered on the Allagash
Xiver Region in Aroostook County.

The question of whether the recreation
values of this region can be preserved
under present ownership has been raised.
A variety of plans for development of
the area have been presented.

Power interests have proposed several

EFFECTS OF PROPOSED
RANKIN RAPIDS DAM

dams on the Allagash and St. John Rivers.
Water storage is necessary for the Quod-
dy electric power project and flood control
on the lower St. John River, but construc-
tion of the high dam at Rankin Rapids
would cover Allagash Falls (Cover) with
160 feet of water.

A wilderness area has heen suggested
with various degrees of development. The
question of multiple use of the area for
timber production and recreational use
has been debated. The number of people
using the region in its present condition
versus usage if a road system is con-
structed and maintained with campsite
development has also been argued. The

area is also under consideration by the
National Park Service as a National Rec-
reation Area.
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WHAT DO THE PEOPLE WANT

Throughout time, man has seldom been
content with status quo. While individ-
uals may condemn any variation from the
existing form, for most, the glitter of the
new is an irrestible magnet, drawing men
by its intrigue and mystery. Man has
always sought an easier and more enjoy-
able way of life. He has tried and in
many cases, has altered his environment
for his current preference, with often
total disregard for the long range conse-
quences.

If the present demand for Forest Rec-
reation is real, serious consideration must
be given the Allagash Region. Whether
this demand, real or not, can be met under
present circumstances, or, if not, how it
can be best met and still preserve other
economic values is a topic which is contro-
versial to say the least.

The articles presented in this section
are not intended to be conclusive, but
rather to present views not commonly
found in one volume, and to review the
opinions of the policy makers involved.
It is for you, the reader to critically
analyze and decide for yourself.

GOOD LUCK
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Percival P. Baxter

“Man is born to die. His works are short-lived. Monuments decay,
buildings crumble, and wealth vanishes, but Katahdin in its massive
grandeur forever shall remain the Mountain of the People of Maine.”
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Baxter State Park

Baxter State Park has long stood as
the symbol of recreation in Maine. This
vast area was the gift of Percival Baxter,
Governor of Maine from 1921 to 1925.
Watched over by the towering peak of
Mt. Katahdin, the park’s 193,254 forested
acres provide fishing, hiking, camping,
and nature in the wild for the beauty
lover. When Mr. Baxter presented the
park to the State in 1933, he specified cer-
tain restrictions and conditions concern-
ing the future use and care of Baxter
State Park. The park is in a naturally
wild state, forever to be kept as a bird

gone from this region, many other
animals, including the majestic moose,
still remain. Deer, bear, bobcat, and lynx
wander along the forested ridges. Otter
and beaver abound in the many streams
and ponds. Many other small animals and
birds, including the grouse, hawks, ducks,
and eagles inhabit the area. These birds
and animals are never to be exterminated
since no hunting is allowed in the park.
Also no timber cutting, trapping, or out-
board motoring is permitted here. Only
the paddle and oar disturb Baxter’s
waters. Perhaps Mt. Katahdin attracts

Mount Katahdin From Baxter Stream Campground

and animal sanctuary. Furthermore, he
specified that the park be used for public
benefit, primarily for vrecreation. The
few roads leading to the park encourage a
slow rate of speed, and the many trails
wandering through the area total almost
75 miles. Clean, neat campsites dot the
area encouraging the campers and nat-
uralists. Although the large caribou are
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most people to this area. Snowcapped for
most of the year, this scenic mountain is
a landmark not easily forgotten. Colorful
vegetation, breath-taking beauty, and un-
usual geological features of Mt. Katahdin,
coupled with the wild, natural beauty and
usefulness of the park itself, are the re-
sult of a certain Mr. Baxter’s dream-
come-true.



Maine’s Forest

Based Recreation

by
FRANCIS M. RUSHMORE!

Research Forester, Northeastern Forest Experiment Station, U. S. Forest Service,

Brewer, Maine.
March

Recreation is one of Maine’s most im-
portant businesses. To Maine residents
it is important as a means of livelihood,
and for its contribution to the State's
economy. To both Maine residents and
many others, the State’s recreational re-
sources and facilities are important in
fuliilling their desires for enjoyable out-
door vacations with their families. Maine
is in the enviable position, compared to
most other northeastern states, of having
an abundance of natural recreation re-
sources that have not been spoiled by
overcrowding or by overdevelopment.

The increasing eastern urban popula-
tions and the increasing interest in forest
vacations place Maine in an excellent posi-
tion to capitalize on the tremendous po-
tential of its natural recreation resources.
There are several reasons for this: Ap-
proximately 22 percent of the population
of the United States is within a two-day
drive of Maine. Large centers of Canadi-
an populations are nearby. Super high-
ways are reducing travel time. As pres-
sures upon outdoor recreation facilities
near the large eastern urban areas ap-
proach the saturation point, Maine will be
directly in the path of those seeking
escape to more restful vacations in a
forest environment.

Maine provides some of the best sport
fishing in the United States. Its numerous
lakes and streams are well-stecked with a
variety of fresh-water species, and it
offers the only Atlantic salmon fishing in
this country. With the continued leasing
of Canadian salmon waters to exclusive
clubs, more U. S. residents undoubtedly
will investigate Washington County’s
salmon rivers. These presently are open
to the public, and they certainly should
remain so. Although Atlantic salmon
fishing has been greatly improved by man-
agement practices applied during the past
10 years, much more emphasis should be
given to research on, and the management
of, this important fish species.

~Maine also offers superb hunting, par-
ticularly deer hunting for the nimrod who
prefers his sport in back-country, wild-
land surroundings. In Maine, perhaps
more nearly than in any other northeast-
ern state, deer populations generally are
in balance with their environment. Maine
never has found it necessary to impose a
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buck law. Reasonably long hunting sea-
sons, plus hunters’-choice of deer, have
been important factors in maintaining a
healthy herd at a level compatible with
the food supply.

With increasing fishing and hunting
pressures, research and management will
face a challenging responsibility for pre-
venting depletion of the sport fishing and
wildlife resources.

Among Maine’s most valuable recrea-
tion assets are the large areas of private
forest lands and waters, and the several
thousand miles of private roads on those
lands, that are open to public use. Open
lands ave traditional in most of the state’s
large ownershins. This situation contrasts
sharply with that found in other north-
eastern states, where much of the private
land is posted and the general public must
find its forest recreation mostly on public
lands.

Since Maine has little public land, the
traditional open policy of the large land-
owners is highly commendable, for they
doubtless could lease much of their land to
private clubs and thereby recover a large
part of the land tax. Such leasing, and
the resultant posting, are common prac-
tices elsewhere. Thus, in Maine, the pub-
lic enjoys a kind of free, unofficial recrea-
tion easement on the private forest lands
that is not much different from the priv-
ileges offered elsewhere on public lands.

Although Maine does not have large
areas of strictly undisturbed or virgin
forest comparable to the Adirondack Park
region in New York, it still can satisfy
the average vacationer’s desires for wild
forest land. Undoubtedly, some of the
earlier concepts of outdoor recreation
have changed. A generation or two ago,
an outdoor vacation usually was for Dad
alone, who went off to rough it with a
friend or two on a hunting or fishing trip,
while Mother and the children stayed
home. Today, Dad still may go off on
such trips occasionally, but much more
commonly than in the past, entire families
2o on outdoor vacations. Maine’s private
forest lands, waters, and roads provide
accessible vacation spots in wild-land get-
tings that the average vacationing family
with limited time, money, and outdoor ex-
perience can get to and enjoy.



Competition among the various users of
forest areas are causing some of Maine's
most vexing problems. In view of the
tremendous present demand, and even
greater potential future demand for all
kinds of forest recreation in the densely
populated Northeast, some forest areas in
the region certainly should be reserved
for recreation. Areas that contain or are
characterized by distinctive features of
public interest should be given special
consideration, particularly if the distine-
tive features might be damaged or de-
stroyed by other uses. On the other hand,
reservation of large blocks of forest land
for recreational use, to the exclusion of
other uses, should be done, if at all, only
after the most thorough consideration of
the over-all public interest and general
welfare. The needs and desires of people
interested in setting aside large tracts for
recreation must be weighed objectively
against the needs and desires of other
people interested in other uses, and
against the public benefits that could be
derived from multiple use.

Much has been assumed, but with little
proof offered, about the effects of timber
cutting on the quality of forest recreation.
Some people assume, on no basis other
than personal feeling or preference, that
a mature forest is better for recreation
than a young forest. Some object to
stumps or any evidence of commercial use,
even well-regulated selective cuttings that
leave a canopy of nearly mature trees and
provide conditions for forest renewal.
These people tend to discount the fact that
cuttings and openings and young tree
growth are important for supplyving wild-
life food and habitat. Other people find
nothing abhorrent in a stump, and are
happy in a forest environment that pro-
vides trees and shade, young trees replac-
ing the old, woodland herbs on the forest
floor, and a reasonable abundance of wild-
life. We do not know the proportion of
recreationists that object to timber cut-
ting on forest lands used for recreation.
Obviously, we should know in order to
deal with the question objectively, and to
cope with the pressures for different for-
est land uses that are present now and
that undoubtedly will increase in the fu-
ture. Timber cutting on forest lands used
for recreation is but one of a number of
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questions on which research information
on public attitudes is sorely needed.

Maine could benefit from study of the
outdoor recreation problems now plaguing
other northeastern states, and by plan-
ning and acting to avoid similar problems.
A major problem in some of the other
states is to provide adequate recreational
facilities to meet the demands of expand-
ing populations blessed with more leisure
time and money to spend than ever be-
fore. This often means the acquisition of
more public lands and their development,
with large expenditures of public funds.
New York, for instance, recently began a
75-million-dollar program to provide more
and better outdoor recreation. Penn-
sylvania and New Jersey also have large
programs. These states allowed the prob-
lems to develop before they began search-
ing for solutions. Maine is in the for-
tunate position of being able to plan and
develop action programs before the prob-
lems become critical, and consequently
should be able to satisfy public demands
at comparatively low cost.

Actions that might help improve
Maine’s outdoor recreation status have
been suggested in a report now being pre-
pared for publication (“A Planning Guide
For Outdoor Recreation in Washington
County, Maine”, by H. D. Burke and F.
M. Rushmore, February 9, 1962). Some
of these suggestions are: Tell the public
what kinds of things are available for
outdoor recreation; also tell the sightseer
what is here. After visitors arrive help
them see and do the things they came for;
this will mean providing adequate ser-
vices, information, facilities of excellent
quality, and at prices that are fair-—both
to the user and to the supplier. Contin-
uously plan and manage, to sustain—and
to improve where necessary—the existing
recreation resources. Provide the organ-
izations and staffs necessary for these
tasks. Evaluate and coordinate the parts
that private owners and state and local
governments will play in recreation de-
velopments—to get the jobs done and to
avoid unnecessary competition and dupli-
cation. Place more emphasis upon satis-
fying the desires and needs of the sight-
seers—who form such a large part of the
recreation group.



Save The Allagash Wilderness

by CONRAD L. WIRTH

Director )
National Park Service

In his recent, dramatic conservation
message to the Congress, President Ken-
nedy had this to say:

“Adequate outdoor recreational facili-
ties are among the basic requirements of
a sound national conservation program.
The increased leisure time enjoyed by our
growing population and the greater mobil-
ity made possible by improved highway
networks have dramatically increased the
Nation’s need for additional recreational
areas. The 341 million visits to Federal
land and water areas recorded in 1960 are
expected to double by 1970 and to increase
fivefold by the end of the century. The
need for an aggressive program of recrea-
tional development is both real and im-
mediate.”

Under the mounting pressures de-
scribed by the President, increasing atten-
tion has been focusing of late on the Alla-
gash River of Maine and its future poten-
tial as an important recreation resource
for all Americans.

The Allagash provides a type of recrea-
tion that is basic to our American heri-
tage yet is a rapidly vanishing opportun-
ity, particularly in the heavily populated
East. This is wilderness recreation—the
chance to go into back country, untram-
meled by civilization, to tramp and canoe,
to camp, to hunt and fish, to get to know
the woods and the ways of the wilderness.

The Allagash country, its waters par-
tially diverted and its forest lands logged
for more than a century, does not repre-
sent pristine wilderness, of course. Yet,
remarkably, the atmosphere of primitive
wilderness has survived there. This is
due in large part, no doubt, to the fact
that until recently the Allagash has been
a remote area; there have been few ways
to reach it other than by canoe.

Now this is no longer true, and acces-
sibility—or, more properly, uncontrolied
accessibility—is a threat to the Allagash
as one of the few true wilderness regions
surviving in the East.

Another problem is posed by the pos-
sibility of flooding out of most of the
Allagash River by anticipated power de-
velopments. However, it would appear
at this time that this threat may be
avoided.

Although a committee appointed at the
President’s request to study the hydro-
electric power and other resource poten-
tial of the St. John River Basin has not
completed its studies, continuing studies
indicate that hydroelectric power needs
can be met by alternative dam projects.

If we can avoid the direct loss of the
Allagash as a free-flowing river and su-
perb trout fishery by finding alternative
means of providing hydroelectric power,
it remains for us to find ways of protect-
ing this unique area from a less dramatic
but equally destructive circumstance: the
loss of its wild unspoiled character.

This is first of all a problem of control-
ling access. When it becomes an easy mat-
ter for large numbers of people to drive
or fly into all parts of the Allagash coun-
try, it will certainly lose the secluded at-
mosphere that has to date made a trip
there a memorable outdoor adventure. Of
course convenient access is a necessary
adjunct to any and all recreation areas.
But Maine is so well endowed with lakes
and rivers that offer opportunities for
auto camping, motorboating and vacation
resort activities of all kinds that it might
well behoove us to conserve the Allagash
for those increasing numbers of outdoors-
men who want to “rough it.”

The Allagash River country has been
and is entirely in the private ownership
of a few landholders. Until recently these
owners were able to harvest timber yet
keep the Allagash remote and provide for
the modest needs of a few vacationists
and sportsmen. The question now arises
as to whether this ownership can continue
to protect the wild, remote qualities of the
area while at the same time meeting
swiftly growing recreation pressures.

The Allagash landowners recently
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issued a policy statement indicating their
belief that they can maintain the region
both as a timber producing and wilderness
recreation resource. Yet desipte this same
belief, residents of the beautiful Cape Cod
area in Massachusetts found that their
land was gradually being buried under a
sea of hot dog stands and neon signs as
commercial pressures mounted. Now,
through action of Congress, a consider-
able portion of the beauty of Cape Cod
has been protected for all time as a
national seashore park.

Commercial logging on Allagash forest
lands represents, of course, a valuable
economic resource, but it is difficult to ex-
perience the atmosphere of a primeval
north woods environment when passing
through cut-over lands, no matter how
well managed that timber harvesting has
been.

In proposing an Allagash National Rec-

36

reation Area, the National Park Service
of the Department of the Interior has sug-
gested an effective compromise solution.
The Park Service proposal would sheath
the river and lakes in a narrow protected
zone where logging operations would not

disturb the primeval atmosphere. In rec-
ognition of the commercial value of the
Allagash timberlands, the boundaries
have been drawn in as closely as possible
—Iin some places representing no more
than the approximate horizon that a
traveler would see in traversing the lakes
and river course.

Here, as in so many park and recrea-
tion proposals, we are forced to weigh
economic values against the intangibles of
personal opportunity and experience,
against the responsibility of preserving a
heritage of outdoor America in the face
of tremendous pressures that will destroy
it if we do not think of the future and
make wise decisions now.
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DEArR Sirs:

IN REPLY TO YOUR REQUEST FOR MY VIEWS ON THE BEST USE
OF THE ALLAGASH REGION, PLEASE BE ADVISED AS FOLLOWS.

FOR SOME TIME NOW THIS DEPARTMENT, ALONG WITH OTHER
CONSERVATION INTERESTS, HAVE BEEN INTERESTED IN PRESERVING
THE SPORT FISHING RESOURCES OF THE ALLAGASH AS MUCH AS
POSSIBLE IN THE FACE OF RECENT PROPOSALS FOR HYDROELECTRIC
POWER DEVELOPMENTS IN THE ST. JOHN DRAINAGE. | AM ENCLOSING
A COPY OF ONE OF MY NEWSLETTERS OUTLINING THIS DEPARTMENT'S

VIEWS ON THE PROPOSED HYDROELECTRIC POWER DEVELOPMENTS ON
THE ST. JOHN.

As FAR AS TOTAL USE OF THE ALLAGASH REG!ON |S CONCERNED,
THIS DEPARTMENT 1S VERY MUCH INTERESTED [N THE ACCEPTED
PHILOSOPHY OF MULTIPLE USE. | CAN NOT GIVE ANY DEFINITE
OPINIONS ON THE RECENT NATIONAL PARK SURVEY PROPOSAL FOR A
RECREATION AREA IN THE REGION BECAUSE TO DATE | HAVE NOT
SEEN ANY DETAILED PLANS FOR SUCH A DEVELOPMENT. THIS
DEPARTMENT NEEDS TO KNOW WHAT PARK SERVICE POLICIES M!GHT BE
ON SUCH AN AREA BEFORE MAKING INTELLIGENT COMMENT.

THIs DEPARTMENT WORKS CLOSELY WITH THE MAINE FOREST SERVICE
AND MAINE FOREST LANDOWNERS IN PROMOTING MULTIPLE USE FOR THE
BENEFIT OF ALL. | FEEL THAT A GREAT DEAL OF PROGRESS HAS BEEN
MADE IN THIS STATE FOLLOWING THIS TYPE OF CO-OPERATIVE EFFORT.

THE MAINE FisH AND GAME DEPARTMENT WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT
PROGRAMS WHICH ARE A BENEFIT TO ALL USERS OF THE STATE
FORESTS AND WATERS.

SINCERELY,

Relond GHEE

ROLAND H. COBB
COMMISS|ONER

RHC:mB

ENCLOSURE

KEEP MAINE GREEN

37



BUPT. OF HATCHENIES
GERRY WADE
ELMER H INGRAHAM
cHIEP wARDEN
DR W. HARRY EVERHART

CHIRP, PIBHERY RESEARCH
AND MANAGEMENT

LYNDON H. BOND
COOROINATOR, PISNERY REBEARCH
© KEITH MILLER
CHIRP ACCOUNTANT

DEPARTMENT OF

w R DRGARMO
cHIEP, oAME DIVISION
CARLL N. FENDERSON

PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
INFORUATION AND EDUCATION

FRANKLIN A DOWNIE
CONMEAVATION ROUCATOR

LAURENCE F DECKER
criar encinaga

WINIFRED E CLARK
SLCARTARY TO COMMIBRIONER

Juland Fisheties and Game
ROLAND H. COBB, coumissionzn
GEORGE W BUCKNAM, DEPUTY COMMIBRIONER
AUGUSTA

APRIL NEWSLETTER

April 4, 1960

LETS SERVE BOTH POWER AND RECREATIONAL INTERESTS

On April 22, 1960, an important public hearing will be held by the International Joint Commission at
Calais Memorial High School, Calais, Maine. Purpose of this hearing is to receive testimony and evidence
bearing on the findings and conclusions set forth in the reports of the International Passamaquoddy Engi-
neering Board and the International Passamaquoddy Fisheries Board. The International Joint Commission is
particularly interested in receiving comments concerning the alternative auxiliary sources of power presented
in engineering reports on development of Quoddy.

Harnessing Passamaquoddy Bay tides for power generation would depend upon an auxiliary source of
power. The sketches below outline two of these proposed auxiliary power developments, both involving the
St. John and Allagash Rivers in northern Maine.

umeow RANKIN
SCHEOL Raoi0s
0aM oam

B81G RAPIDS =", LINCOLN SCHOOL.

The sketch entitled Rankin Rapids Development outlines the flowage which would result from construction
of a high dam at Rankin Rapids. This is the plan favored by the Army Engineers for giving the best ben-
efit-cost ratio. Construction of this dam would flood almost the entire Allagash as well as the upper basin of
the St. John River. This would result in the loss of one of the last great wilderness trout fishing and canoe-
ing areas in the United States. Yellow perch would be introduced mto the Allagash region, valuable deer
yards along the famous river would be destroyed, and the recreational value of this beautiful area would
be lost to future generations.

The sketch entitled Big Rapids-Lincoln School shows the flowages which would result from construction
of a high dam at Big Rapids and a low dam at Lincoln School. I have been told by engineers representing
several federal agencies that the Big Rapids-Lincoln School auxiliary power development would produce am-
ple power for Quoddy with little effect on the benefit-cost ratio. This 15 the plan favored by the Maine De-
partment of Inland Fisheries and Game and the U. S. Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, Department of
the Interior. The reasons are obvious. Construction of dams at Big Rapids and Lincoln School sites on the
St. John River would result in flowages which would cause a minimum amount of damage to the Allagash.
Only some six miles of the lower portion of this river would be flooded.

The adoption of the Big Rapids-Lincoln School auxiliary power plan, if the Quoddy project becomes a
reality, will serve as a milestone in future development of natural resources, because it involves the “mul-
tiple-use™ concept where all interests are served.

YOUR SUPPORT NEEDED FOR CALAIS HEARING

1 intend to testify at the public hearing in Calais on April 22, and to do so with effectiveness, I urgently
request your support. It is my intention to do all that I can to promote the adoption of the Big Rapids-Lin-
coln School auxiliary power plan for Quoddy. The world famous Allagash does not need to be sacrificed.
It is up to citizens everywhere to make their views known.

In order to give the strongest possible testimony at Calais this month, I would appreciate letters, tele-
grams, and just any form of communication from individuals and organizations interested tn supporting my
testimony. Time is of the essence because 1 will need them by April 15 for proper preparation.

1 want to make it perfectly clear that my testimony will be in no way anti-Quoddy. I am just as con-
cerned as anyone else in seeing to it that Maine continues to build up its economy in every way. Intelligent

development of Maine's power potential can serve all interests under the “multiple-use” concept. Let's hear
from you by return mail.

Sincerely,

Nl

Commissioner
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Future Development of the Upper St. John River

by

JOHN T. MAINES
Vice President
Great Northern Paper Company

While Maine timberlands have over the
vears provided well for both the basic raw
material for our woods industries and our
recreational needs, therc is some doubt
being expressed that this multiple use can
be continued successfully by private land-
owners. Although most of those question-
ing the ability of private owners to man-
age their land for the public as well as
their own good, come from outside the
state, the fact that the question is raised
presents a challenge to foresters and tim-
berland managers. This challenge can be
met, and is being met by a better job of
forestry, and a better job of public rela-
tions.

The factors which will bring greater
public demand for all products of our
forest are well known and documented
and the successful forest manager will be
the one who correctly assesses these de-
mands and builds his plans and programs
to meet and balance the requirements of
all goods and services. There will be in-
creasing opportunities for the profitable
development of Maine timberlands for
recreation. This development will take
the best efforts and cooperation of both
private land owners and government
agencies.
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The decision as to what, where and how
much public assistance is necessary or de-
sirable in providing for future woods rec-
reation does present some wide differ-
ences of opinion. Currently the Quoddy-
akin Rapids power proposal, and the
Allagash Recreation areas proposal are
examples of basic difference. Both pro-
posals come from the Federal Govern-
ment. Power development in Eastern
Maine and power plus storage and flood
control in Northern Maine present a fav-
orable attraction to people on both sides
of the border. The flowage plans for the
Allagash have alarmed our Inland Fish-
eries and Game Department. They fore-
cast a serious loss in deer range and trout
waters 1f a high dam is built at Rankins
Rapids. About 100,000 acres of valuable
timberland would be flooded. Little has
been said of the recreational value of a
large flowage in Northern Maine.

The possibility of a public playground
in the Allagash, which would presumably
block the Rankin Rapids proposal has met
with little enthusiasm in Maine. A num-
ber of sportsmen who enjoy the area as it
is are concerned that over-development
and over-use would destroy its present
wilderness atmosphere and attraction.
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Owners of land in this 300,000 acre area
are also opposed to Federal seizure, par-
ticularly those owners whose manufactui-
ing plants are dependent of a continuing
wood supply from the area.

Falling between Federal management
for recreation only, and continued private
management for timber production and
free recreation are a number of interest-
ing ideas. These include State zoning,
recreational easements, cooperative agree-
ments, an Alagash Recreational authority
and others. All of these ideas should be
carefully considered and studied.

There is a great potential for recrea-
tional development in all of Maine and
careful planning, especially in those areas
where little development now exists, can
produce good results. We must not how-
ever, lose sight of the fact that most men
must have a job and some cash before
they can enjoy the great outdoors. At
least equal effort must be placed on in-
dustrial expansion and development. Our
forests will produce the raw material
necessary for industrial expansion, and
they should be kept in a productive con-
dition. Thus far in our history the in-
come and profit from commercial use of
timberland has supported with little pub-
lic assistance, the recreational use of our
unorganized land. As recreational use in-
creases, this activity should at least sup-
port its own costs and it would seem logi-
cal that this financial burden should fall
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on those individuals receiving the benefit.
A system of licensing or user fees, or both
may sometime be needed.

An inventory and assessment of recrea-
tional assets is needed, and I understand
that this is being done by the U. S. Forest
Service in Washington County, and that
a similar effort is just getting under way
by private groups for northern and east-
ern Maine. Individual landowners are
also thinking along these lines and future
management plans should provide more
detailed plans for the combining of timber
growth and harvest with recreational use.

The loss of the Allagash forests for
exclusive recreational use, a use already
available and enjoyed, is going to be vig-
orously opposed by the private land-
owners involved. The loss of productive
forest land for hydro development and
water storage, largely for benefit of power
plants in New Brunswick, will also be
opposed, but here the landowners must
look at the broader picture and consider
the benefits to Northern Maine. The full
details of any dam proposal must be
known before any decision can be made
by the owners whose timberland would be
flooded. Although a flowage area will
eliminate from production some valuable
timberland just as effectively as a national
recreation area, the probable results in
terms of year-round jobs for Maine people
cannot be ignored.



Allagash: Fulfillment of a Dream

by

ROBERT ELLIOT
Recreational Promotion Director
Department of Economic Development

There are many places which have
gained stature in the imagination of man:
cultural, religious, romantic, scenic, his-
toric—perhaps even spectacular. In this
order, for example, there are the ivy-
grown, hallowed halls of Harvard; the
cathedral of Notre Dame; Niagara Falls
where lovers honeymoon ; the scenic Alps;
Plymouth Rock and the spectacular maj-
esty of the Grand Canyon, with the sun
coloring its precipitous walls. But, in the
mind of the adventurer, the explorer, the
individual whose spine tingles at the
thought of far places, primitive transpor-
tation, unspoiled wildernesses, only a few
areas still stand out.

One of these certainly is Maine’s famed
Allagash. In this heavily wooded region,
cut by lakes and sparkling rivers, the
canoeist, fisherman, hunter, hiker and
mountain climber, return with startling
realism to the existence of Henry David
Thoveau; reliving, indeed, all of the
naturalism which, paradoxically, this
transcendentalist experienced. Thoreau
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and other early lovers of the Allagash
built a romanticism about the wilderness
of Maine which was unmatched by any
other place in the East, certainly, and
which was comparable to the image creat-
ed by other writers and historians in re-
gard to much more remote sections of the
new land. This picture has not dimin-
ished but has actually gained clarity down
through the years and although compara-
tively few outdoorsmen realize their
dream by physically “making” the Alla-
gash trip, nevertheless the region remains
an American heritage in the minds of
uncounted thousands of people.

It is said that perhaps a mere thousand
individuals canoe the rivers and lakes
annually in recent years and that this is a
far greater number than used to gather
with their guides at the headwaters.

Brought into prominence by a number of
proposals to guarantee its continuance for
public use, the Allagash flourishes as an
idea presently, even more than it has in
the past. Men like United States Supreme




Court Justice Douglas have visited the
area and have experienced the same soul
stirring emotion that aroused Thoreau to
write his immortal sentences years ago.
Generations of youngsters have paddled
and pick-poled Maine-built canoes up and
down the same waterways their fathers
and grandfathers visited before. Thus
has the Allagash gained stature and
strengthened its image. It is almost like
a shrine today.

With only a few similar areas remain-
ing in the country, with land and water
areas shrinking and the population ex-
ploding, with faster planes, modern high-
ways and speedier cars, enabling more
and more people to visit all sections, it is
imperative that regions like the Allagash
be preserved. Man will always need to
escape to the woods, the plains, the moun-
tains or to the sea.

How the Allagash is preserved isn’t
important. Perhaps harvesting the crop
of spruce and fir at regular intervals is
vital to the proper management of the
woodland there. Quite aside from the
economic factors involved, forest prac-
tices, known today, ean guarantee the
continuance of the Allagash, it would
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seem. There hasn’t been any striking
change in the last century, following the
initial falling of the virgin timber. Serious
study by dedicated men, whatever their
personal interests and background will re-
sult in the best good for the most people.
This is the democratic way.

Nor should the love of the woods, in-
grained in those who cut the pulp and
run the logs, be overlooked. The smell of
resin, the surging life of the wilderness,
the toil that makes men strong, these, too,
are part of our heritage. The Allagash is
3pp§aling to those who labor in it, beyond

oubt.

Yet, the mood of the Allagash that is
strongest is a kind of pure emction,
cleansed in the fire of our origins. Incred-
ible as it may seem, this comparatively
small geographical region of woods,
waters and mountains inspires an increas-
ing number of individuals to look back—
to relive for a brief while—the simple
existence of our forefathers.

Tourism to this little bit of Maine isn’t
of financial importance; perhaps it never
will be. But, as a state of mind, the
Allagash is a beacon in a darkening world.

Portland Sunday Telegyim
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Summer Camp 1961

by
TERRY TURNER

Another year has passed with the addi-
tion of more veterans of the University
of Maine forestry summer camp in
Princeton, Maine. This is probably the
most significant project of the Maine
Forestry School and certainly the most
memorable for those students that attend.
Located in northeastern Washington
County, the 17,000 acre experimental tim-
ber tract is part of the Passamaquoddy
Indian Reservation and managed exclus-
ively for their benefit.

Eight weeks of intensive forest practice
must be completed in the summer of the
junior year as part of the course require-
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ments for foresters and wildlife students.
The camp is known as the Professor Rob-
ert I. Ashman Forestry Summer Camp.
It is under the direction of Professor
Arthur G. Randall, who graduated from
the Sheffield Scientific School of Yale in
1933 and from the Yale School of For-
estry in 1934. He was a teacher at Colo-
rado A. & M. and a ranger in the U.S.
Forest Service before he came to Maine in
1946. Professor Randall is assisted each
summer by Professor Henry Plummer
(logging instructor) and two or three
other aides. This year A. Temple Bowen,
a graduate student, and Peter Mount, a
consulting forester from Tennessee and
a former student here, helped the two
profs with the coordination of the camp
program.

The first day of camp consisted of an
orientation period and a tour of the town-
ship before the serious work of the sum-
mer began. Included in the subseguent
camp program was a day of fire suppres-
sion practice, including pole climbing,
building of fire line, and pumper races. A
campground survey and mapping exercise
was completed with the aid of a now
famous device known as the “Quick-
Level” marble. This marvelous marble is
guaranteed to level a plane table in the
fastest and simplest manner. Several
days were spent making a topographic
survey of a lakeshore area with an Abney
Level and the maps drawn from the field
data were masterpieces to behold. Some
of the contour lines even came out below
water level. To go on and list all of the
varied jobs undertaken would take several



pages, but we will attempt to enumerate
some of the major ones.

Everyone will long remember the day
spent sawfilling with John Carney, the
master storyteller ; walking the logs in the
boom at Princeton; cut and leave tallies;
T.S.I. work; strip cruising; mapping old
logging roads; and chainsaw care and
maintenance. The day spent logging with
chainsaw and tractor, prism cruising, the
day of marking for a St. Croix Pulpwood
Co. cutting, and the time spent broaden-
ing of our knowledge about fisheries with
Dr. Harry Everhart will linger on in our
memories.

The main project of the camp period is
the cruising of approximately square mile
compartments by teams of two students.
This is a 214 percent line plot cruise
which usually takes from 6-10 days. Its
purpose is to provide experience in all
phases of woods work and to carry out a
management program that will determine
the sustained yield capacity and the most
desirable level of growing stock to main-
tain. The feasibility of a 20 year cutting
cycle and the results of the marking sys-
tem upon the reproduction, survival, and
growth is also learned. Following cruis-
ing and mapping, the teams have the job
of analyzing data collected. Approximate-
ly one week is allowed for this work. This
includes the construction of present and
future stand tables, future volume tables,
a}rllgi graphs of height-diameter relation-
ships.

Throughout the camp program, several
trips were made to the wood using in-
dustries in Washington County. One of
the first was to the St. Croix Paper Co.
Mill in nearby Woodland where we com-
pletely toured the mill and observed both
the sulphite and groundwood processes
for producing pulp. Also visited was the
St. Croix woods operations where truck
hauling and pallet hauling systems were
both being used. Two trips were taken to
sawmills, one in Princeton and another to
the Friel Brothers Mill in Waite, Maine.
To conclude the trip portion of the sum-
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mer, a half day hike was made to Poco-
moonshine Fire Tower. The day was
cloudy and there wasn’t much of a view
for those who were ambitious enough to
climb up.

Not all was serious in nature during the
eight weeks, however. On Sundays apd
in the evenings various recreational activ-
ities were pursued. We were not able to
put together a baseball team this year,
but there was much spirited competition
centered around the volleyball nets, and
relaxing games of horseshoes were oc-
casionally in order. Fishing in Grand
Lake Stream and surrounding waters was
very popular as was the swimming in the
same areas. Several of the fellows con-
tracted to cut pulpwood in their spare
time. About fifty cords is cut in this way
each summer. To conclude the camp pro-
gram, a field day was held the last day of
camp with competition between the in-
dividual cabins. Cabin 7 emerged the
winner of the combined events which con-
sisted of pulpthrowing, bucksawing,
crosscut sawing, canoe races, log rolling,
log burling, a tug of war, and volleyball
tournament. The field day was topped off
in the evening with a big lobster feed for
all the students and guests.

In summary, summer camp is designed
to provide the budding foresters with a
little experience and practical work in all
phases of forest practice in conjunction
with the management of a timber pro-
ducing area. The essential objective is to
balance growth and yield on Indian Town-
ship which contains a high percentage of
softwocd. Practice is gained in selection
or uneven-aged management, with a 20
year cutting cycle. Experience is provided
in building up the desired growing stock
since it is not up to par on the town at
present. Many valuable lessons are
learned in the art of organizing crews and
working together. Although camp is a
trial upon both pocketbook and patience,
it is a valuable part of the forestry pro-
gram and future students will survive, as
we have, even if they can’t swim.
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