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ORDINANCE 
 

EXEMPTING ELIGIBLE ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY PERSONNEL 
FROM VEHICLE EXCISE TAX 

 
Section 1.  Authority. 
 
This ordinance is enacted pursuant to 36 M.R.S.A. § 1483-A, which expressly authorizes such 
ordinances. 
 
Section 2.  Excise tax exemption; qualifications. 
 
Vehicles owned by a resident of this municipality who is on active duty serving in the United 
States Armed Forces and who is either permanently stationed at a military or naval post, station 
or base outside this State or deployed for military service for a period of more than 180 days and 
who desires to register that resident’s vehicle(s) in this State are hereby exempted from the 
annual excise tax imposed pursuant to 36 M.R.S.A. § 1482. 
 
To qualify for this exemption, the resident must present to the municipal excise tax collector 
certification from the commander of the resident’s post, station or base, or from the 
commander’s designated agent, that the resident is permanently stated at that post, station or base 
or is deployed for military service for a period of more than 180 days. 
 
For purposes of this section, “United State Armed Forces” includes the National Guard and the 
Reserves of the United States Armed Forces. 
 
For purposes of this section, “deployed for military service” has the same meaning as in 26 
M.R.S.A. § 814(1)(A). 
 
For purposes of this section, “vehicle” has the same meaning as in 36 M.R.S.A. § 1481(5) and 
does not include any snowmobiles as defined in 12 M.R.S.A. § 13001. 
 
Section 3.  Effective date; duration. 
 
This ordinance shall take effect at the adjournment of the Town Meeting at which it is adopted 
and shall remain in effect until it or 36 M.R.S.A. § 1483-A is repealed. 

 
 

________________________________ 
Town of West Bath 

219 Fosters Point Road 
West Bath, ME  04530 

Tel: 207-443-4342 
Fax:  207-443-3256 

Website: www.westbath.org 
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ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH 

BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS 

 

Section 1.  Authority and Purpose. 

 This Ordinance is enacted under General Home Rule Authority granted under the Maine 

Constitution, Article VIII, Part Second, Section 1, pursuant to the Home Rule Provisions of Title 

30-A, Chapter 111, Section 2101 et. seq., pursuant to the authority of municipalities to enact 

Ordinances in accordance with Title 30-A, Chapter 141, Section 3001 et. seq., and under the 

specific authority of 30-A M.R.S. Section 2526(7)(C). 

 The purpose of this Ordinance is to establish a Board of Road Commissioners to carryout 

road and highway related functions within the Town of West Bath and to set forth the powers 

and duties of the Board in connection with carrying out these functions. 

Section 2.  Board Established; Terms.    

 There is hereby established a three-member Board of Road Commissioners.  The Board 

of Selectmen shall constitute the Board of Road Commissioners.    The terms of each member 

of the Board shall coincide with the terms of each member’s service as Selectman. 

Section 3.  Applicability. 

 This Ordinance and the powers and duties of the Board of Road Commissioners shall 

apply to all public ways, bridges, highways, roads, streets, sidewalks, parking areas, and any 

other areas within the jurisdiction of the Town and pertaining to the passage and travel of motor 

vehicles. 

Section 4.  Duties. 

 The Board of Road Commissioners shall be required to perform the following duties: 

 A. To open and keep in repair all legally established highways, Town ways and 

streets within the Town of West Bath so as to be safe and convenient for travelers with motor 

vehicles, in accordance with the requirements of 23 M.R.S. Section 3607. 

   B. To provide for all repairs to highways and bridges within the Town as may be 

necessary and appropriate for the safe passage of motor vehicles and to take such measures as 

may be appropriate to protect the public and motor vehicle operation, where it is determined that 

conditions exist that create a hazard and/or render it unsafe to travel with motor vehicles, 

pursuant to the requirements of 23 M.R.S. Section 2407. 



 C. To provide for proper maintenance, repairs, renovations, improvements, and 

construction pertaining to all legally accepted Town ways, in order to maintain public safety. 

 D. To provide for the reconstruction of Town ways where the Board deems it to be 

necessary and appropriate to provide or improve safe and convenient motor vehicle travel. 

 E. To undertake such administrative activities and provide administrative services in 

order to accomplish the duties outlined above including, but not limited to, the following: 

1. Contract with outside agencies and organizations to provide services. 

2. Provide for oversight and supervision of all work on Town ways and related road 

activities. 

3. Hire employees to perform road services. 

4. Provide for periodic inspections as from time to time may be required to ascertain 

the condition of Town ways and the necessity for maintenance, repair, improvements, 

construction or reconstruction work. 

5. Plan and schedule road maintenance, repair, improvement, construction or 

reconstruction activities and to employ the services of engineers or other professionals to 

develop specifications for these activities. 

6. Purchase and/or provide for necessary services, materials, and equipment. 

7. Administer funding for all road related activities under their jurisdiction. 

8. Administer and approve the expenditures of all funding relating to Town ways. 

9. Purchase materials, equipment, and services as may be required by the Town. 

10. Create a capital expenditures budget and road maintenance and operation budgets 

to fund road maintenance, repair, improvement, construction, and reconstruction 

activities. 

11. Provide all winter maintenance of Town roads including, but not limited to, 

plowing, sanding, salting and snow removal. 

12. Provide appropriate road signage where deemed appropriate. 

13. Issue and administer any and all permits that may be required with regard to road 

usage and/or maintenance, repair, improvement, construction and reconstruction 

activities. 



14. Administer and oversee any bid process required for work on Town ways and to 

reserve the right to reject any and all bids and to award bids under such terms and 

conditions as the Board deems to be in the best interests of the Town. 

 F. Provide any and all other services, activities, materials and equipment relating to 

the administration of Town ways in the Town of West Bath. 

Section 5.  Powers. 

 In order to fulfill the duties outlined above, the Board shall have all powers necessary and 

appropriate to carry out these duties including, but not limited to, the following: 

1. Develop policies and guidelines relating to all public ways and appurtenances 

within the Town of West Bath. 

2. Develop and administer operating and capital budgets for the administration and 

funding of projects and regular road operations. 

3. Enter into contracts on behalf of the Town with regard to any and all aspects 

relating to road services including the authority to hire and/or provide for personnel, 

supervision, technical and engineering services, and for the purchase of services, 

materials and equipment where deemed appropriate. 

4. Contract, where deemed appropriate, for a period not to exceed three (3) years for 

all winter maintenance activities including, but not limited to, plowing, sanding, salting, 

snow removal, and the provision of winter maintenance materials. 

5. Conduct and perform administrative details relating to road activities including, 

but not limited to, the employment of individuals and supervision of those individuals, 

employment and contracting with outside individuals or entities to provide services 

relating to road activities.   

6. Supervise and oversee all road activities. 

7. Plan and schedule all road activities. 

8. Provide for equipment, equipment maintenance and operation. 

9. Make purchases necessary to administer all road accounts and activities. 

10. Have unobstructed access to all public way and conduct road inspections as may 

be deemed necessary and appropriate. 

11. Have full power and authority to perform and exercise any and all duties 

incumbent upon Road Commissioners under the Laws of the State of Maine or Town 

Ordinance. 
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219 Fosters Point Road 
West Bath, ME  04530 

 
MARINE RESOURCE CONSERVATION ORDINANCE 

 
As Amended Through the Annual Town Meeting May 30, 2017 

(Revised text is underlined) 
 

Section 1.  AUTHORITY:  This Ordinance is enacted in accordance with 12 M.R.S.A. Section 
6671, and repeals and replaces in its entirety “SHELLFISH CONSERVATION ORDINANCE, 
TOWN OF WEST BATH.” 
 
Section 2.  PREAMBLE:  It is determined that: 
 

• The clam flats of the Town are a valuable shellfish resource which is important to 
the local economy. 
 

• These flats are not an inexhaustible resource, and, therefore, they must be 
prudently managed. 
 

• As part of the management process, it is deemed necessary to restrict the number 
of shellfish licenses, to restrict the size and quantity of shellfish which may be 
harvested, and to take other measures as outlined in this Ordinance. 

 
Section 3.  PURPOSE:  To provide for and support a shellfish conservation program for the 
Town of West Bath which will ensure the protection and optimum utilization of shellfish 
resources within its limits.  These goals will be achieved by means which may include:  
 

• Licensing. 
 

• Limiting the number of shellfish harvesters. 
 

• Restricting the time and area where shellfish harvesting is permitted. 
 

• Limiting the minimum size of clams taken. 
 

• Limiting the amount of clams taken daily. 
 

• Establish management plan(s) in West Bath for the conservation of shellfish in a 
manner consistent with the production of a reasonable yield to shellfish 
harvesters. 

 
Section 4.  WEST BATH MARINE RESOURCE BOARD:  The Shellfish Conservation 
Program for the Town of West Bath will be administered by the West Bath Marine Resource 



  
Board consisting of members appointed by the Selectmen.  A member of the Marine Resource 
Board serves at the request of the Selectmen. 

 
A. Establishment and Appointment:  There is hereby established the West 

Bath Marine Resource Board.  The Board shall consist of an appropriate 
number of members as determined by the Selectmen.  The members shall 
be appointed by the Selectmen and shall serve at the pleasure of the Selectmen. 

 
 
B. Board Responsibilities: 
 

(1) Administer the West Bath Marine Resource Conservation Ordinance and 
the shellfish conservation program. 

 
(2) Establishing, in conjunction with the Department of Marine Resources, the 

number of shellfish harvesting licenses to be issued. 
 
(3) Surveying each clam producing area periodically to establish size 

distribution and density and annually estimating the status of the Town’s 
shellfish resources. 

 
(4) Submitting to the Board of Selectmen proposals for the expenditure of 

funds for the purpose of shellfish conservation. 
 
(5) Keeping this Ordinance under review and making recommendation for its 

amendment. 
 
(6) Securing and maintaining records of shellfish harvested from the Town’s 

managed shellfish areas and closed areas that are conditionally opened 
by the Department of Marine Resources. 

 
(7) Recommending conservation closures and openings to the Board of 

Selectmen in conjunction with the area biologists of the Department of 
Marine Resources. 

 
(8) Submitting an annual report to the Town and the Department of Marine 

Resources covering the above topics and all other committee activities. 
 
(9) Identifying conservation work, which may include water testing by certified 

water testers, which will qualify an applicant for “Renewal” or “New 
License” status under section 7.  The Town Shellfish Warden and/or The 
West Bath Marine Resource Board members shall record the names and 
hours worked by individuals on these projects and submit them to the 
West Bath Marine Resource Board monthly. 

 
(10) Maintain a water quality testing program on the New Meadows River flats 

so as to enable harvesting.  Water testing by a certified water tester may 
qualify for conservation work under Paragraph (9) above.  
 



  
C. Removal:   The membership of any member may be terminated at any time by 

majority vote of the Board of Selectmen with just cause and due process.  In 

addition, if any member of the Marine Resources Board misses three 
consecutive scheduled meetings of the Board without the approval of the 
Selectmen, his/her position may be considered vacant and the Board of 
Selectmen shall appoint a replacement. At least a two week notice must be given 
for a meeting to be considered a “scheduled meeting” for the purpose of this 
section. 

 
Section 5.  DEFINITIONS: 
 

A. Resident (Commercial Licensee) – a person who has been domiciled in the 
Town of West Bath for a period of at least one (1) year prior to the time of 
submission of application for a commercial shellfish harvesting license. 

 
B. Resident (Recreational Licensee) – a person who is presently domiciled within 

the Town of West Bath as a taxpayer or as a renter of a home, apartment, 
cottage or camping space for at least one (1) year prior to application. 

 
C. Non-resident – anyone not qualified as a resident under this Ordinance. 
 
D. Conservation Work – work which is approved by the Marine Resource Board, 

such as reseeding, which will qualify an applicant for “Renewal” or “New 
License” status. 

 
E. Shellfish or Clams – when used in the context of this Ordinance means: 
 

Soft Shell Clams (Mya Arenaria) 
Quahog (Mercenaria Mercenaria) 
Razor Clam (Ensis Directus) 
Eastern Oyster (Crassostrea Virginica) 
European Oyster (Ostrea Edulis) 
Surf Clam (Spisula Solidissima) 

 
F. Municipality – refers to the Town of West Bath. 
 
G. Clam flats – means the shore area between high and extreme low water marks. 
 
H. Harvest – means to dig or take by any means. 
 
I. Take – to remove or attempt to remove a marine organism from its natural 

habitat. 
 
J. Possession – to have in one’s custody or control, either personally or by another 

person who is under one’s control. 
 
K. Possess – is to dig, take, harvest, ship, transport, hold, buy and sell retail and 

wholesale. 



  
L. Student – an individual actively enrolled in grades 7 through 12 as of the date of 

application and who continues to be actively enrolled to maintain student status.  
Student status shall terminate upon graduation or leaving school. 

 
Section 6.  LICENSING: 
 

A. License Required:  A West Bath shellfish harvesting license is required for any 
person to harvest or take shellfish in any area of this municipality.  A commercial 
harvester must also have a valid State of Maine commercial shellfish  
license issued by the Department of Marine Resources before harvesting or 
taking shellfish in West Bath. 
 

B. Categories of Licenses: 
 
(1) Resident, Commercial Shellfish Harvesting License – License available to 

a resident, commercial harvester entitling the licensee to harvest or take 
shellfish from the municipality when and where it is lawful to do so. 

 
(2) Non-resident, Commercial Shellfish Harvesting License – License 

available to a non-resident, commercial harvester entitling the licensee to 
harvest or take shellfish from the municipality when and where it is lawful 
to do so. 

 
(3) Recreational Shellfish Harvesting License – License available to any 

resident or non-resident for the purpose of harvesting shellfish solely for 
non-commercial purposes.  Pursuant to 12 M.R.S.A. §6671(3-A)(G) at 
least 10% of these licenses shall be made available to non-residents. 

 
(4) Restrictions on Recreational Licenses – Recreational licenses issued by 

the Town of West Bath are subject to the following restrictions: 
 

(1) The residential license is valid only during the period the holder is 
actually in residence in the Town of West Bath. 

 
(2) The license entitles the holder to harvest and take no more than 

one (1) peck of shellfish in any one (1) day. 
 
(3) Shellfish harvested by the holder of a recreational license is for 

personal use and shall not be sold. 
 
(4) Individuals holding commercial licenses shall not be entitled to 

recreational licenses. 
 

(5) Resident Student Shellfish Harvesting License – License available to a 
resident student to enable the student to harvest or take shellfish from the 
municipality when and where it is lawful to do so. 

 
(6) Non-resident Student Shellfish Harvesting License – License available to 

a non-resident student to enable the student to harvest or take shellfish 
from the municipality when and where it is lawful to do so. 



  
 

 
C. Limitation on Shellfish Harvesting Licenses:  Because the shellfish resources are 

limited and because a harvester can be expected to harvest a certain volume of 
clams per year, the number of harvesters must be controlled.  This number may 
vary from year to year, depending upon estimates of the resource capabilities 
and management requirements consistent with good resource utilization.  The 
West Bath Marine Resource Board, with the approval of the Commissioner of 
Marine Resources, at least thirty (30) days prior to the first date of license 
issuance, will establish the number of commercial licenses to be permitted for 
that license year.  A number of licenses not less than ten percent (10%) of the 
total number of commercial licenses provided for residents shall be reserved and 
provided for non-residents.  The total number of resident and non-resident 
commercial licenses, once determined, shall be made known to the Town Clerk 
in order to facilitate issuance of licenses. 
 

 
D.   Licensure Requirements:   

 
(1) Commercial Renewal License – In order for an applicant to be eligible for 

a commercial renewal license, the applicant must: 
 

(a) Have no outstanding fines in violation of this Ordinance. 
 
(b) Have submitted a completed application during the month of 

February. 
 
(c) Have been licensed for the previous year. 
 
(d) Having completed a minimum of twelve (12) hours of conservation 

work between March 1st of the previous year and the last day of 
February as determined and directed by the West Bath Marine 
Resource Board.  At least five (5) of the twelve (12) hours must be 
contributed to enhancement and propagation efforts. If these 
requirements are not met, a new license will not be issued the 
following year and will no longer be available to the applicant. 

 
(e) Have no more than two (2) convictions for violation of this 

Ordinance during the preceding licensure year. 
 

(2) Commercial New License – Where commercial licenses are available 
within the current year’s quota, then the applicant must: 

 
(a) Have no outstanding fines in violation of this Ordinance. 
 
(b) Have submitted a completed application during the month of 

February. 
 
(c) Have no more than two (2) previous convictions for violations of this 

Ordinance during the preceding year. 



  
 

(3) Student License – Student licenses shall meet the requirements and 
issuance procedures (Sec.7) of the renewal license except that:  

 
1. The conservation time for students 17 years and older shall be a 

minimum of six (6) hours 
 
2. The applicants must submit a completed application during the 

month of April 
 

3. The student license shall be available on normal municipal 
business days to qualified applicants for the period beginning May 
16th and ending May 31st. 
 

                      (4)  Senior Citizen License – Senior Citizen Licenses will be issued to 
Commercial License holders 65 years of age and older. The number of     
licenses available are determined each year by the Marine Resources 
Committee and the Board of Selectman. Senior Citizen Licenses shall 
meet the requirements and issuance procedures of Section seven (7) of 
the renewal license except that:  

 
1. The conservation time shall be a minimum of six (6) hours 
 
2. The applicants must submit a completed application during the 

month of April 
 

3. The senior citizen license shall be available on normal municipal 
business days to qualified applicants for the period beginning May 
16th and ending May 31st. 

 
E. Application procedure:   

 
(1) Notice - Notice of the number of licenses and the procedure for 

application shall be published in a trade or industry publication or in 
a newspaper or combination of newspapers with general circulation 
which the municipal officers consider effective in reaching persons 
affected, once the determination of the number of licenses has been 
provided to the Administrative Assistance, but not less than ten (10) days 
prior to the period of issuance of the licenses.  In addition, the number and 
procedure shall be posted in the municipal offices until the conclusion of 
the issuance period.   

 
(2) Application – 
 

(a) Submission Schedule – All commercial applications must be 
submitted during the month of February and prior to the close of 
business on the last scheduled business day at the Selectmen’s 
Office. All student applications must be submitted during the month 
of April and prior to the close of business on the last scheduled 
business day at the Selectmen’s Office. Any applications received 



  
after this date will be considered only as licenses become available 
because of surrender or other reasons.  Recreational license 
applications may be submitted at any time. 

 
(b) Contents – The application must be in the form of an Affidavit and 

must contain the applicants name, category of license sought, 
current address and duration there, birth date, height, weight, 
signature, and whatever other information the Town may require.  
The application shall be on a form provided by the Town and shall 
be made available at the Town Office beginning on February 1st, or 
the first business day after February 1st, of each year. 

 
 
 
(c) Misrepresentation – If upon complaint or otherwise, the Town Clerk 

becomes aware of circumstances which suggest a licensee has 
given false information on a license application, the Selectmen shall 
be notified and they shall request the Shellfish Warden or his 
designee to investigate those circumstances and any other 
circumstances related to the license application.  

 
 If the results of the investigation continue to suggest a licensee has 
 given false information on a license application, the Selectmen shall 
 give the licensee a minimum of seven (7) days notice of a hearing 
 to determine whether or not the licensee has given false 
 information on the license application.  The Shellfish Warden shall 
 present the evidence suggesting that false information has been 
 given.  The licensee shall have the right to present evidence to 
 show that false information has not been given.  If, after the 
 hearing, the Selectmen determine that false information has been 
 given, which materially affects the license, the Selectmen shall give 
 the licensee written Notice of Revocation of the license.  Any 
 licensee aggrieved by the decision of the Selectmen may appeal to 
 Superior Court under Rule 80B of the Maine Rules of Civil 
 Procedure. 

 
F. License Fees:  The fees for licenses shall be determined by a concurring majority 

vote of both the Marine Resource Board and the Board of Selectmen and will be 
paid to the Treasurer in full upon issuance of the license.  Fees received for 
shellfish licensing shall be used by the Town for shellfish management, 
conservation, enforcement, and other shellfish related matters.  All license fees 
shall be paid on or before June 30th of each year.  No license shall be issued until 
full payment is made. If full payment is not received by June 30th of that same 
year, the license will be considered a non-renewal and will become available as a 
new license.      
 

G. Licensure Period Expiration:  Each license shall run from April 1st or the date of 
issue if after April 1st through March 31st of the following year at midnight; as of 
midnight, March 31st each license shall expire; excepting student commercial 
licenses which licenses shall run for one (1) year beginning on June1st of that 



  
year and running through May 31st of the following year at midnight; as of 
midnight, May 31st each license shall expire. 

 
Section 7.  ISSUANCE OF LICENSES: 
 

A. Commercial Renewal Licenses:  This commercial category of license shall be 
available on normal municipal business days to qualified applicants beginning 
March 16th.  In the event that the number of qualifying applications exceeds the 
number of licenses available licenses shall be awarded according to seniority in 
terms of the number of years that each applicant has held a valid West Bath 
Commercial Shellfish Harvesting License over the last five (5) years.  This 
seniority claim must be verifiable.  Verification will be determined by reference to 
Town records of licenses awarded in previous years.  The applicant who has 
held a West Bath Commercial Shellfish License the greatest number of years 
shall be awarded the first license, the second longest West Bath Commercial 
Shellfish License holder shall be awarded the second, and so on until all licenses 
in this category are have been sold to those applicants fulfilling the above 
qualifications.  Years where a student held a student license shall not qualify as 
prior years for the purpose of awarding commercial shellfish licenses.  If there 
are non-residents who purchased any unsold resident licenses the previous 
year(s), they shall not be eligible to purchase renewal licenses until residents 
have had an opportunity to purchase them in accordance with the provisions of 
this Ordinance.  In the event there is a seniority tie for the last license(s) to be 
awarded, the remaining license(s) shall be awarded pursuant to the procedure 
set forth in Section 7(D) of this Ordinance.  Any license not issued by the end of 
business on June 30th or the last business day in June of each year shall be 
considered a new license. 
 

B. Commercial New Licenses:  If any commercial licenses are still available under 
this year’s quota, this category shall be available to residents and non-residents 
on normal business days to qualified applicants for a period beginning April 1st 
and ending June 30th.  Priority, however, will be given to a West Bath resident if 
he has met the minimum requirements, unless the license is a license required to 
be reserved as a non-resident commercial license.  In the event that the number 
of qualifying applications exceeds the number of available licenses, they shall be 
awarded according to the priority list below.  Conservation hours are counted 
between the preceding March 1st to the last day of the following February.  In the 
event of a tie in any of the following categories the issuance of the license shall 
be determined by lottery as per Section 7(D) of this Ordinance. 
 
Consideration #1 – Twelve hours of Conservation Time and held a license for 
Five of the last Five years. 
 
Consideration #2 – Twelve hours of Conservation Time and held a license for 
Four of the last Five years. 
 
Consideration #3 – Twelve hours of Conservation Time and held a license for 
Three of the last Five years. 
 
Consideration #4 – Twelve hours of Conservation Time and held a license for 
Two of the last Five years. 



  
 
Consideration #5 – Twelve hours of Conservation Time and held a license for 
One of the last Five years. 
 
Consideration #6 – Twelve hours of Conservation Time and has not held a 
license, but has met the conservation time requirement and that is kept on the 
books until such time that the person is offered a license. 
 
Consideration #7 – Less then Twelve hours of Conservation Time (issued to the 
applicant with the most hours). 
 

C. Un-issued Commercial Licenses:  If any licenses still remain un-issued, this 
category is available on the first municipal business day in July for resident and 
non-resident members of the general public.  In the event that the number of 
applications exceeds the number of available licenses, licenses shall be awarded 
on a first come first issued basis. 
 

D. Lottery Procedures:  If, in any of the Renewal or New Commercial categories of 
licenses described in Paragraph 7(A) and (B), the number of qualifying 
applications exceeds the number of available licenses on issuance dates, and 
the provisions of those sections do not determine who shall be awarded the 
licenses, licenses in those categories shall be issued according to the following 
procedure: 
 
(1) The Town Clerk shall designate an assistant, who may be any appointed 

municipal official or municipal employee who is disinterested in the 
outcome of the procedure.  “Disinterested” means not related by blood, 
marriage or adoption to any of the applicants and not having a direct or 
indirect pecuniary interest in the outcome of the procedure.  No elected 
municipal official and no member of the Marine Resource Board shall 
serve as the assistant in carrying out this procedure. 

 
(2) The Town Clerk shall prepare a list of the names of the qualifying 

applicants.  The list need not be in any particular order.  Next to each 
name on the list, the Town Clerk shall enter a unique three digit number, 
selected at random, and shall write each such number on an index card.  
All the index cards shall be of uniform size, color, texture, and thickness. 

 
(3) The Town Clerk’s assistant shall then place all the numbered index cards 

in a box or other container capable of being closed and sufficiently large 
that the index cards can be mixed by shaking the container. 

 
(4) The Town Clerk’s assistant shall shake the container in order to mix the 

contents, and shall then place or hold the container at a location above the 
Town Clerk’s eye level, so that the Town Clerk can reach into the 
container and withdraw cards without seeing the numbers on the cards.  

 
(5)  The Town Clerk shall withdraw the cards one-by-one, reading each 

number drawn out loud.  The Town Clerk’s assistant shall make a list of 
each of the numbers drawn in the order in which they are drawn.  



  
 
Then, using the list prepared under subparagraph (2) above, the Town 
Clerk shall place the corresponding applicant’s name next to each 
number. 

 
(6) The Town Clerk shall issue the available licenses to the qualifying 

applicants, first to residents and then to non-residents, in the order to 
which their names appear on the list prepared under subparagraph (5).  
That list shall establish the order of priority for the issuance of any licenses 
in that license category until the next annual licensing procedure under 
this Ordinance. 

 
(7) The procedure set forth in this Section 7(D) shall be a public proceeding 

open to the public pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. Section 403, but no applicant or 
any member of the public has any right to participate in the procedure.  
Applicants are not required to be present at the time the licenses are 
issued.  The procedure shall be conducted at the West Bath Town Office 
on the dates designated for each category of license, at a time to be set 
by the Town Clerk.  The Town Clerk shall announce the exact time for the 
procedure by posting a notice in the West Bath Town Office at least seven 
(7) days prior to the date of the procedure.  Any failure to provide such a 
notice shall not invalidate the results of the procedure. 

 
E. Signature and Exhibition of License; Search and Inspection: 

 
(1) Validity of License.  No license shall become valid until signed by the 

license holder. 
 
(2) Exhibiting License.  When any person is engaged in an activity which is 

licensed under this Ordinance, he or she shall, upon the request of a 
certified municipal officer, exhibit his or her license.  Failure to exhibit a 
license within a reasonable time when requested shall be prima-fascia 
evidence that the person is not licensed. 

 
(3) Search and Inspection.  Accepting an issued shellfish license shall 

constitute consent to search and inspection by the Shellfish Warden or 
any authorized law enforcement officer of any equipment, watercraft or 
vehicles used in connection with the license activity and to seize evidence 
of a violation of this Ordinance. 

 
F. Suspension/Revocation:   

 
(1) Suspension Optional.  The West Bath Board of Selectmen shall be 

empowered to suspend for up to 60 days, after public hearing, the license 
of any person it finds in violation of this Ordinance.  The Selectmen may 
also suspend the right to purchase a license for up to 60 days, of person 
found to be harvesting without a license in violation of the terms of this 
Ordinance.  Persons suspended may not be issued another license until 
the suspension period ends.  Persons aggrieved by this suspension may 
appeal to the Superior Court under Rule 80B of the Maine Rules of Civil 
Procedure. 



  
 
(2) Suspension Mandatory.  Any shellfish licensee having two convictions for 

violation of this Ordinance shall have his/her shellfish license automatically 
suspended for a period of 60 days or the remainder of the license year 
whichever is shorter.  The suspension shall be effective from the date of 
mailing of a notice of suspension by the Board of Selectmen, said 
suspension being subject to the same appeals procedure as F(1) above. 

 
(3) Revocation.  Where the license holder has been subject to suspension of 

his license on three or more occasions, within the current licensure year 
and the previous licensure year, then the Board of Selectmen may, if the 
licensee is determined to have committed the violation, revoke the license 
and prevent re-issuance of any license to that licensee for a period to be 
determined by the Board. 

 
G. Re-issuance of License:  A surrendered license may be reissued if it is 

determined by the Board that the re-issuance of that particular license(s) is 
consistent with good management practices and appropriate management of the 
resource.  Procedures for re-issuance of a license shall be in accordance with 
the applicable provisions of this Section. 

 
Section 8. OPENING AND CLOSING FLATS:  Selectmen, with the approval of the 
Commissioner of Marine Resources, may open and close areas for the shellfish harvest.  Upon 
recommendation of the West Bath Marine Resources Board and concurrence of the 
Department of Marine Resources that the status of the shellfish resource and other factors 
bearing on sound management indicate that an area should be opened or closed, the 
Selectmen may call a public  hearing on 10 calendar days notice published in a newspaper 
having general circulation in the Town, stating the time, place and subject matter of the hearing 
and shall send a copy of the notice to the Department of Marine Resources.  The decision of 
the Selectmen made after the hearing shall be based on findings of fact or upon the formal 
minutes of the hearing.  
 
Section 9. MINIMUM LEGAL SIZE OF SOFT SHELL CLAMS:  It is unlawful for any person 
to possess soft shell claims within the Town of West Bath, Sagadahoc County, which are less 
than two (2) inches in the longest diameter except as provided by subsection (A) of this 
section. 
 

A. Tolerance:  Any person may possess soft shell clams that are less than two (2) 
inches if they comprise less than 10 percent of any lot.  The tolerance shall be 
determined by numerical count of not less than one peck nor more than four 
pecks take at random form various parts of the lot or by count of the entire lot if it 
contains less than one peck. 

 
Section 10. VIOLATIONS:  Any failure to comply with the terms and conditions set forth in 
this Marine Resource Conservation Ordinance shall be considered in violation of the 
Ordinance.  Specific violations include, but are not limited to: 

 
A. Material misrepresentation of fact on the application. 
 

B. Possession of soft shell clams that do not meet the minimum size requirement. 
 



  
C. Harvesting without license. 
 

D. Harvesting from a closed area – It shall by unlawful for any person to harvest, 
take or possess shellfish from any areas closed by the town of West Bath in 
accordance with DMR Regulation, Chapter 7.  Harvesting shellfish in a closed 
area is a violation of this municipality’s ordinance and is punishable under MRSA 
Title 12 §6671. 

 

E. Harvesting shellfish during the nighttime hours between sunset (as defined in 12 
M.R.S.A. § 6001(46)) and sunrise (as defined in 12 M.R.S.A. § 6001 (45)). 
 

Section 11. PENALTIES:  Penalties for violation of Section 9(A) above relating to minimum 
of soft-shell clams shall be in accordance with the provisions of 12 M.R.S.A. Section 6681 (6-
A).  All other violations shall be punished as provided by 12 M.R.S.A. Section 6671(1). 
 
Section 12. EFFECTIVE DATE:  This Ordinance shall become effective after its adoption at a 
Town Meeting provided a certified copy of the Ordinance is filed with the Commissioner within 
20 days of its adoption. 
 
Section 13. SEPARABILITY:  If any section, subsection, sentence or part of this Ordinance 
is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such decisions shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. 
 
Section 14. REPEAL:  Any Ordinance regulating the harvesting and conservation of shellfish 
in the Town and any provision of any Town Ordinance, which is consistent with this Ordinance, 
is hereby repealed. 
 



  

 

 
 

ORDINANCE 
 

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING  
BOAT RAMP FACILITY 
NEW MEADOWS LAKE 

 
Enacted June 8, 2011 

   
 

Section 1.  Authority 
 
 This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to the enabling provisions of Article VII, Part II, Section 1, 
of the Maine Constitution, the provisions of 30-A M.R.S.A. Section 301 (Home Rule), and 30-A 
M.R.S.A. Section 3001 (Ordinance Power).  
 
Section 2.  Applicability 
 
 This Ordinance shall apply to the boat launching facility and all property adjacent thereto, owned 
by the Town of West Bath and to the portions of New Meadows Lake under the jurisdiction of the 
Town. 
  
Section 3.  Purpose 
 
 The purpose of this Ordinance is to regulate the parking of any motor vehicle, boat and/or trailer 
on the public landing and Town property located at the north end of the New Meadows Lake on the 
south side of the Old Brunswick Road.  It is the further purpose to restrict the mooring, anchorage or 
beaching of watercraft on New Meadows Lake or along the shore of the New Meadows Lake on land 
owned by the Town of West Bath. 
 
Section 4.  Prohibitions 
 
 A. Parking.  The parking of any motor vehicle, boat and/or trailer on Town of West Bath 
property on or in the vicinity of the launch ramp is hereby prohibited.  This shall not prevent the parking 
of motor vehicles as is currently allowed along the shoulder along the south side of the Old Brunswick 
Road.  Any vehicles or trailers may only be on Town of West Bath property for the purpose of launching 
or retrieving watercraft. 
 
 
 
 



 B. Mooring/Anchorage.  No boat may be anchored or moored within the portion of New 
Meadows Lake under the jurisdiction of the Town of West Bath.  Watercraft may not be grounded on 
property of the Town of West Bath.   
 
Section 5.  Violation 
 
 Any person who violates the prohibitions in Section 4 above, shall be considered in violation of 
this Ordinance. 
 
Section 6.  Remedies 
 
 If a person is found in violation of any of the provisions of this Ordinance, then the following 
remedies may be utilized by the Town of West Bath: 
 
 1. Any motor vehicle/boat/trailer that is found parked on or near the boat ramp facility on 
Town of West Bath property, may be removed by the Town of West Bath at the owner’s expense.  If a 
motor vehicle/boat/trailer is unattended, it shall be considered in violation of this Ordinance. 
 
 2. If a watercraft is found moored or anchored or pulled up on shore on Town of West Bath 
property and is unattended, then the Town of West Bath may remove the watercraft at the expense of the 
owner. 
 
 3. A penalty may be assessed against the owner by the Town in the amount of Two Hundred 
Dollars ($200.00) for the first violation, Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00) for the second violation, and 
Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for the third or subsequent violation.  All such penalties shall enure to 
the Town of West Bath. 
 
 4. These remedies are cumulative. 
 
  

 
  

 
_________________________ 

T o w n   o f   W e s t  B a t h 
219 Fosters Point Road 
West Bath, ME  04530 

Tel: 207.443.4342 
Fax: 207.443.3256 

Website:  www.westbath.org 
 

http://www.westbath.org/


PARKING ORDINANCE 
SABINO LANDING 

(As Amended Through December 27, 2011) 
 
 

A. Authority.  This Ordinance is enacted by the Municipal Officers of the Town of West 
Bath pursuant to their exclusive authority to enact municipal parking ordinances in accordance 
with the provisions of 30-A M.R.S.A. Section 3009(1)(C). 
 
B. Purpose.  The purpose of this Ordinance is to regulate and restrict parking on the public 
ways, parking areas, and public property adjacent to the Sabino Landing and to allow parking in 
that area only by permit. 
 
C. Permits.   
 

1. Required.  Parking on all public ways, parking areas, and other public property 
adjacent to the Sabino Landing shall be restricted to permit parking only. 
 
2. Issuance.  Permits shall be issued at the Town Office.  Permits are only available 
to residents of the Town of West Bath and non-resident property owners and their 
occupants or holders of non-resident commercial clam licenses.  The issuing official shall 
have the right to require proof of residency from any resident applicant or proof of 
ownership from any non-resident owner or occupant.  The applicant shall provide contact 
information to include the name and address of applicant, a description by make, model 
and license plate number of the vehicle for which the permit has been requested, and 
current contact information including name, address, telephone number and/or e-mail 
address.  If there is any change in the contact information, then that permittee will 
provide updated contact information with the Town Office. 
 
3. Display.  The permit issued under this Ordinance shall be affixed on the vehicle to 
which it is assigned in a conspicuous place that can be observed from outside the vehicle.  
Permits shall be specific to an individual vehicle. 
 
4. Duration.  Each permit issued by the Town Office shall be for a period of one (1) 
year from the date of issuance.  Permits may be renewed on a year to year basis. 
 
5. Limitation on Permits.  Should the demand for permits and conditions so warrant, 
the Selectmen shall have the right to limit the number of permits authorized to utilize the 
parking area.  Should such a limitation in the number of permits be required, the 
Selectmen shall adopt a methodology that will fairly allocate the permits allowed. 
 
6. Fees.  The fee for a permit shall be established by Resolution of the Board of 

Selectmen and may from time to time be adjusted by the Board. 
 
 
 



D. Violations.  The following shall be considered violations of this ordinance: 
 

1. Parking or causing to be parked a vehicle without the requisite permit. 
 
2. Parking or causing to be parked a vehicle with an expired permit. 

 
3. Parking or causing to be parked a vehicle overnight (between the hours of 10:00 

P.M. and 4:00 A.M.) 
 

4. Parking of any vehicle that blocks, interferes with, or obstructs normal traffic 
movement and other parking, or creates a safety hazard. 

 
At the discretion of the issuing enforcement officer, persons violating the offenses listed 
in Section D, Subsections 1, 2 and 3, may receive a warning notice rather than a civil 
violation notice. 
 

E. Enforcement.   
 
1. Civil Violation.  In accordance with the provisions of 36 M.R.S.A. Section 

3009(1)(C) this Ordinance shall be enforced as a civil violation.    
 
2. Enforcement Agency.  This Ordinance shall be enforced by the Sagadahoc 

County Sheriff’s Office or any duly authorized Police Officer, Deputy or Agency, including the 
Town of West Bath Clam Warden. 

 
3. Penalties.  Any person, firm, corporation or entity who shall violate the provisions 

of this Parking Ordinance shall, upon conviction thereof, and in addition to any other remedies 
provided herein, or unless another penalty is expressly provided by law, be subject to the 
following penalties: 

 
For violation of Sections D. 1, 2 or 3: 

 
• A Penalty of not less than Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00) nor more than One Hundred 

Dollars ($100.00) for the first offense.   
 

• A penalty of not less than Fifty Dollars ($50.00) nor more than Two Hundred Dollars 
($200.00) for a second offense within a Six (6) month period. 

 
• A penalty of not less than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) nor more than Five Hundred 

Dollars ($500.00) for three or more violations within a Six (6) month period. 
 

For violation of Section D.4: 
 

•  A penalty of not less than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) nor more than Two Hundred 
Fifty Dollars ($250.00) for the first offense. 

 



• A penalty of not less than Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) nor more than Five Hundred 
Dollars ($500.00) for the second offense. 

 
• A penalty of not less than Three Hundred ($300.00) nor more than One Thousand Dollars 

($1,000.00) for three or more violations. 
 
Penalties assessed under this provision shall be payable to and for the exclusive use and benefit 
of the Town of West Bath.  The Town shall also recover in addition to any penalty its costs of 
prosecution, including reasonable attorney’s fees. 
 
 4. Waiver.  Any person, firm, corporation or entity accused of a violation of the 
provisions of the regulations in this Ordinance may voluntarily waive his right to appear and 
defend that matter before any Court or judicial tribunal, by paying the Town in accordance with 
the following penalty schedule: 
 
 For violation of Sections D 1, 2 or 3: 
 

• First violation – Twenty Five Dollars ($25.00). 
 

• Second violation within a Six (6) month period - Fifty Dollars ($50.00) 
 

• Third or more violation(s) within a Six (6) month period - One Hundred Dollars 
($100.00). 

 
 For violation of Section D 4: 
 
•   First violation – One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) 
 
•   Second violation – Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) 

 
•   Third violation(s) – Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00) 

 
 5. Conditions for Removal.  A vehicle may be removed by Order of the Enforcement 
Officer where the vehicle is parked illegally for the fourth time within a six (6) month period, 
where it is blocking or interfering with other parking or traffic movement, or where it creates a 
safety hazard. 
 
 6. Removal Procedure.  Since the Town of West Bath does not have the resources or 
equipment to effect the removal of vehicles from the Sabino Landing area when required, 
removal of vehicles shall be initiated and processed through the Sagadahoc County Sheriff’s 
Office.  Protocols established by the Sagadahoc County Sheriff’s Office shall apply to the 
removal of vehicles from the Sabino Landing area. 
 
 
 
 



 7. Notice.  Where a vehicle is caused to be removed, a record shall be generated 
showing the make, model and registration number of the vehicle, owner, the owner’s address 
and the date and hour of tow and the location to which the vehicles has been towed.  This Notice 
shall be given orally to the owner of the vehicle in accordance with the registration information 
as soon as may be practicable.  The Town shall not be responsible for inaccuracies in 
registration information.   
 
 8. Costs.  The owner of any vehicle removed from the Sabino Landing area pursuant 
to this Ordinance shall be responsible for all towing costs, and costs related to the towing 
including storage, if necessary. 
         
F. Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective on January 1, 2012. 
 
 
  

_______________________________ 
Town of West Bath 

219 Fosters Point Road 
West Bath, ME  04530 

Tel:  207-443-4342 
Fax: 207-443-3256 

Website: www.westbath.org 
 
          
 



TOWN OF WEST BATH 

 

WATERWAYS AND HARBORS ORDINANCE 

 

Changes effective January 1, 2016 

 

Amended as of June 17, 2015 
 

 

I.  PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this ordinance is to establish the Waterways & Harbors Ordinance 
Committee to provide for the just and orderly operation of marine activities on West 
Bath waterways.  It is intended to promote safety, enjoyment, convenience, effective 
use and control of mooring areas and public facilities pertinent thereto. 

 
 

I A. REFERENCES 
 

1) This Document references the Maine State Title 38: Waters and Navigation, 
Chapter 1, Operation of Vessels document and is used to reinforce the Town of 
West Bath “Waterways and Harbors Ordinance”.   

 
2) A list of local area pump out stations for sewage can be obtained from the West 

Bath Town Office. 
 

3) Boater Safety:  The Town of West Bath recommends all boaters be familiar with 
boater safety and boating rules and regulation.  The Coast Guard Auxiliary 
provides Boater Safety Courses and Vessel Safety Checks.   

 
4) The Power Squadron also offers boating courses. 

 
 

II.  DEFINITIONS 
 

A. Resident:  The word “resident” shall have its ordinary meaning and shall include 
persons owning or renting residential property in West Bath who use that 
property for their year-round or seasonal homes (with a minimum of six weeks 
continuous annual occupancy). 

 

B.  Mooring:  “Mooring” shall mean any equipment used by a craft for anchoring 
purposes and which equipment is not carried aboard such craft when under way. 

 

C.  Channel:  A “channel” shall be defined as a clear area for navigation of a width 
and location to be determined by the Harbormaster Title 38, Chapter 1 §2 

 

D.  Watercraft: "Watercraft" means any type of vessel, boat, barge, float or craft 
used or capable of being used as a means of transportation on water other than 
a seaplane. 

 

E.  Commercial Vessel:  A “commercial vessel” is any vessel from which the owner 
obtains a substantial portion of his earned income. 
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F.  Waterways:  “Waterways” shall include all of the navigable waters and all 
harbors, rivers, and bays within the boundaries of the town.  As used in this 
ordinance, “harbor” and “harbors” shall include all waterways unless the context 
indicates otherwise. 

 
 

III.  HARBORMASTER 

 
A.  The Harbormaster shall be appointed by the Board of Selectmen 
 
B.  The Harbormaster shall serve at the pleasure of the Board of Selectmen for a 

one-year term. 
 
C.  The town will cover any additional insurance costs such as a rider for the 

performance of the Harbormaster’s duties. 
 

D.  Duties - The Harbormaster shall: 
 

1.  Enforce the West Bath Waterways and Harbors Ordinance and exercise 
those powers granted by state law, including, but not limited to, the provisions 
of Title 38 Chapter 1 §§1 through 13. 

 
2.  Carry out responsibilities delegated by State and Federal requirements, 

including, but not limited to, the enforcement of the Operating Restrictions 
prescribed by Title 38 Chapter 1 §§ 281 through 285. 

 
3.  Remove or cause to be removed obstructions to navigation in West Bath 

waterways and harbors 
 
4.  Place and maintain or cause to be placed and maintained, either on land or 

water, such signs, notices, signals, buoys, waterway markers, or control 
devices as he deems necessary to carry out the provisions of this ordinance 
or to secure public safety and the orderly and efficient use of the waterways, 
harbors, or maritime facilities. 

 
5.  Be alert to any pollution in the harbor, investigating and reporting to the Maine 

Department of Environmental Protection and the U.S. Coast Guard as 
required.  Monitor cleanup and assist as practicable. 

 
6.  Respond to request from citizens and vessels for information or assistance to 

resolve problems. 
 
7.  Maintain a Mooring Site Plan: 

a) Review/Approve/Document Moorings 
b) Assignment 
c) Location 
d) Mooring per area 
e) Channels 
f) Traveled ways 
g) Tidal 
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E.  Support 
 

1. Harbormasters Resources and Support 
a) Town Board 
b) Marine Patrol 
c) Coast Guard  
d) Sheriff 
e) State Police 
f) Game Warden 
g) Army Corps of Engineers 
 

2. Assistant Harbormaster 
At the request of the Harbormaster the Town of West Bath Selectman can 
appoint an assistant person. 

 
 

IV.  RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 
I Mooring(s) Rights 
 

The intent is to support the ability of landowners and others to possess a mooring(s) 
for personal use.  Below provides the guidelines to treat all fairly.  Mooring 
assignment and location are reviewed and approved by the Harbormaster.  Existing 
Moorings are allowed to stay in their present location unless the location infringes 
upon others rights to place new moorings or unless they infringe upon navigation, 
etc. prescribed in Title 38 Chapter 1. 
 
Neglect of moorings and failure to obey orders by the Harbormaster can/will result in 
loss of the mooring and a $100 fine as stated in Title 38, Chapter 1 §4. 
 
Any outstanding fines or fees are grounds for the Harbormaster not to issue or 
revoke a mooring as stated in Title 38, Chapter 1 §3. 
 
The Board of Selectman will be the arbitrators of any grievances and unresolved 
issues with persons who feel they can not with good faith resolve such problems 
with the Harbormaster. 
 
1. The town will (through the Harbormaster) assign locations for parties requesting 

moorings in available areas in the following priority order to the best of the towns 
ability.  The town will not guarantee any party a mooring or a mooring location. 
 
A. Shore Front Property Owners:  (as measured at the High Water Mark) 

1) More than 100’ Shoreline ownership 
2) Less than 100’ shoreline ownership 

 
B. Deeded right of way to water 

 
C. Town Resident, non Shore Front Owner 

 
D. Non Resident of West Bath 
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E. Waiting Lists will be maintained according to Title 38 MRSA § 7-A and 8. 

 
F. Mooring transferring is permitted for private and commercial use in 

accordance with title 38 MRSA §3-A 
 
 

2) Moorings  
 

a) Identification:  The owners last name and an ID number (assigned by the 
Harbormaster/Town Office) are to be shown on your mooring ball.  All 
moorings will be clearly marked by owner using 3” lettering.  The lettering, 
which is not provided by the town, is to be placed on the topside of mooring 
ball.  Registration will be yearly and the Town will provide a sticker of 
compliance that is to be placed on the mooring ball. 

 
b) Setup:  The owner is personally responsible for the adequacy of their mooring 

to suit the moored watercraft.  General guidelines for moorings can be found 

in Chapman Piloting Seamanship & Small Boat Handling.  The 
Harbormaster will review setup to ensure proper scope and may request 
changes to facilitate a particular area’s need.  The Harbormaster will assign 
the location for the mooring. 

 
c) Inspections:  It is recommended that the mooring be inspected each year.  

The mooring owners are responsible for maintaining their own moorings.  The 
town will ask that the mooring owner verify that the mooring has been 
inspected once every three years.  The owner is legally responsible for 
his/her mooring.  

 
d) Mooring Winter Storage: When using objects such as logs to support your 

mooring lines during winter the objects must be painted fluorescent orange.  
This must be done as consideration for boaters who use our river all winter 
long.  

 
3.  Each applicant for a mooring location, other than those locations grandfathered 
under Section I above, will be limited to two (2) moorings.  For just cause shown, an 
applicant may apply to the Harbor Master to exceed the two (2) mooring limit.  The 
applicant will be required to show a need for the additional mooring and that the 
mooring will not interfere with other existing mooring locations 
 

     
4. Fees for moorings will be assessed according to the Town of West Bath’s Mooring 
Registration Application.  All transactions will be handled at the Town Office.  The 
mooring registration fees and agent processing fees may be amended from time to 
time by action of the Board of Selectman after a public hearing. 
 
Fees and fines imposed by this ordinance will be used to support the requirements 
of the Harbors and Waterways directives.  If additional moneys are required to fulfill 
Harbors and Waterways obligations they will come from the boat excise tax portion 
of the boat registration fees.   
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II. No person shall anchor or cause to be anchored any craft in West Bath so as to 

obstruct a channel or mooring from free passage of boats. 
 
III. No person shall deposit, throw, sweep or cause to be deposited, thrown or swept 

into the waters of West Bath or into waters adjacent thereto any gas or oil or bilge 
water containing same, ashes, stones, gravel, mud, logs, planks, craft or any other 
substance tending to obstruct the navigation of said waters of West Bath or waters 
adjacent thereto, or to shoal the depth of said waters or pollute said waters. 

 
IV. No person shall dump or dispose of any refuse or garbage upon any shore of the 

Town of West Bath, at or between high and low water mark, or upon the waters of 
the ocean within the Town of West Bath. 

 
V. No person shall intentionally, knowingly, recklessly, or negligently destroy, 

damage, disturb, deface, or interfere with any sign, notice, channel marker, buoy, 
float, life preserver, Harbor Master boat, or any other municipal property under the 
jurisdiction of the Town of West Bath. 

 

VI. All Town launching ramps will be used for launch and haul purposes only.  All 
obstructions will immediately be removed from ramp. 

 
VII. The operation of any vessel within West Bath waters within any anchorage or 

mooring area, or by a float or wharf, in excess of five knots, or in a manner to 
create a wake, shall constitute a violation of this ordinance. Reference Title 38 
Chapter 1, Subchapter 7 “operating restrictions §281 through §285.  

 
VIII. Docks & Floats 

For new construction of docks and floats or revisions to old docks and floats the 
Planning Board “or designee” and the Harbormaster will require review.  There 
may also be a review required by the Army Corps of Engineers for final approval. 
 

IX.  Boat Registration 
All boats are required to be registered yearly with the West Bath Town Office.  
Out of State registered boats are required to re-register in West Bath if they will 
occupy these waters for more than 60 days. 
 

 

V.  ABANDONED VESSELS 

 
When, in the opinion of the Selectmen, a vessel has been abandoned in the 
waterways or harbors, they may, after giving such notice as practicable, take 
custody and control of such vessel and remove it, store it, or otherwise dispose 
of it, all at the expense and sole risk of the vessel owner.  Reasonable notice of 
such disposal shall be given publicly. 

 
 

VI.  PENALTY 

  
 Except where specifically provided by Maine State Law, the penalty for a violation 

of the West Bath Waterways and Harbors Ordinance shall be a fine not less than 
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$25.00 nor more than $200.00 to be recovered in District Court on complaint of 
the Harbormaster.  Each day the violation occurs may be treated as a separate 
offense.  If Court finds a violation, the Town may be allowed attorneys’ fees. 
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Mooring Registration Application 
 

Date of Application: Permit Number: 

      
Name:      

      
Residence Address:     

      
West Bath Address (if different):    

      
Telephone Number:     

Mooring Use:  Resident  Non-Resident  Commercial  Rental  

      
Vessel Name: Vessel Length: 

      
Vessel Registration/Documentation #:    

      

Mooring Location:      Map-Lot: GPS Coordinates: 

      
Type of Mooring:     

      
Estimated Weight: Chain/Rope Length: 

      
Type of Marker: Chain/Rope Size: 

      
Date Installed:     

      
Applicant’s Signature:     
 
   

By Signing the Applicant acknowledges that the mooring is in good working condition. 
 
(See "Waterways and Harbors Ordinance May 2003" Section IV "Rules & Regulations", 
SubSection I "Mooring Rights", Item 2) "Moorings", Paragraphs a) through c).)  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Mooring Fees  

  
The mooring registration fee is $50.00 for the first registration and $25.00 each year thereafter.  

These fees are waived for residents and persons who have paid property taxes to the 

Town during the prior 12 months.  All persons are required to pay a $5 sticker fee.   
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