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Introduction - Vision Statement

The picturesque Town of Farmington was incorporated on February 1, 1794, and is 
comprised of four village centers.  The Town began with a cluster of log houses in the 
Farmington Falls area, due to its highly beneficial location to the Sandy River, and soon 
expanded to other areas - the historic Downtown, Fairbanks, and West Farmington.  
The rural essence of the town is reflected in its beautiful mountain views, rolling hills, 
forests, and many farms. 

Farmington is the county seat of Franklin County, the home of the University of Maine at 
Farmington, the hub of RSU 9, the location of Franklin Memorial Hospital, and is the 
major service center for surrounding communities.  The town is a nucleus for many 
cultural events for local residents as well as most of the greater Franklin County area, 
offering resources such as the Nordica Auditorium, Emery Community Arts Center, 
Farmington Public Library, and the Narrow Gauge Cinema.  The town is also famous for 
its fairgrounds as it is the home of the annual Franklin County Agricultural Fair.    

It is our vision over the next several decades that Farmington will continue to preserve 
its unique rural character while promoting economic growth and development.  
Farmington is a major hub for western Maine.  Routes 2, 4, 43, and 27 all intersect in 
the Downtown Village area, and these are the major east-west and north-south traffic 
arteries in the region.  One of the Town's many goals is to provide a safe and well 
maintained transportation system, both achieving good traffic flow and minimizing 
congestion.  Farmington recognizes the economic importance of the highway network, 
and as budgets allow the Town plans to continually improve its roads for vehicle travel 
and its sidewalks for pedestrian use.  

In recent years most of the new commercial growth has been occurring along the Wilton
Road, the Farmington Falls Road, and Front Street. The promotion of economic 
development and the encouragement of commercial and industrial growth in appropriate 
locations will always be high on the Town’s list of objectives, as well as adequate 
provisions for parking, and overall traffic management. 

The Town will continue to analyze its management of public services, its protection of 
land and water resources, its oversight of residential development, including affordable 
housing, and its regulation of commercial projects.  In addition, it is the Town's intent to 
sustain its cultural heritage and traditions, and preserve historic properties as well.  The 
Town will accomplish this by following the goals, policies, and strategies as stated in 
this planning document.

The Town will also continue to promote the preservation of open space and access to 
outdoor recreation opportunities such as the Titcomb Mountain Ski Area, and the 
Bonney, Flint, and Clifford wood trails.  One of the Town's goals is to maintain and 
protect its natural beauty through conservation of its woodlands, farmlands, river and 
streams.  
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Public Participation Summary

The Town of Farmington adopted its first Comprehensive Plan on July 15, 1998, as a 
guide for the Town’s growth and development.  Since then, the Comprehensive Plan 
has been updated twice, in 2006 and again in 2014, and will continue to be periodically 
updated.  

Prior to the completion of the 1998 Plan, a citizen survey was conducted for guidance 
regarding the Town’s future, extensive public input was considered in its development, 
and survey responses were compiled and included.

The 2006 update of the Comprehensive Plan was the work of the Comprehensive Plan 
Implementation Committee (CPIC), which consisted of Lloyd Smith, L. Herbert “Bussie" 
York, Charlie Murray, Dr. Peter Swallow, Chris Buschmann, Edward David, Jeff 
Mitchell, Sally Speich, and Dr. Thomas Eastler.  Also present and contributing to the 
development of the plan, were Town Manager, Richard Davis; Code Enforcement
Officer, Steve Kaiser; and Code Enforcement Assistant, Jane Ford.  

It was the task of the CPIC to lay the foundation for the update of the Plan and to 
develop new goals, policies and implementation strategies.  This process took 
approximately two years to complete and their work was forwarded to the Board of 
Selectmen who conducted two Public Hearings.  The second update of the 
Comprehensive Plan was approved at the annual Town Meeting on March 13, 2006.

Using the 2006 Comprehensive Plan as a guide, along with information and data 
provided by the State Planning Office, the 2014 Comprehensive Plan update was 
drafted by Town staff consisting of Code Enforcement Officer, Steve Kaiser; Code 
Enforcement Assistant, Jane Ford; and Planning Assistant, Cindy Gelinas.  Review of 
their work and additional input was received from the Town’s Zoning and Planning 
Boards as well as the Town Manager and the Town’s Department Heads. 

All interested citizens were welcomed to participate in discussions at each Planning 
Board and Board of Selectmen meeting, when the updated Comprehensive Plan was 
on these agendas as well as being posted on the Town’s website. A Public Hearing 
was conducted by the Board of Selectmen for final public comments and contribution, 
and the Plan was presented for public review and adoption at the Town Meeting on 
January 13, 2015.

Regional Coordination Program

Town Goal

It is the goal of the Town of Farmington to continue participating in existing and future 
programs to achieve success in addressing regional needs.  Farmington and its 
neighboring small rural towns must work together and share resources and municipal 
services when feasible for mutual benefit.
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Overview

Farmington is the economic, health, commercial, cultural, educational, and service 
center of Franklin County, and depends on surrounding towns and their populations as 
markets for its products and facilities.  These towns share common interests such as 
land and water quality, education, health care, and County government.  Regional and
inter-local cooperation benefits all area towns which all have more than just local 
concerns regarding their citizen's needs.  

Shared Facilities and Resources

Education

The Town of Farmington houses the Mt. Blue Learning Campus and the Foster 
Technology Center, which serve not only Farmington but also the abutting towns of New 
Vineyard, Chesterville, New Sharon, Industry, Temple, and Wilton, and the neighboring 
towns of Vienna, Weld and Starks.  These towns must all work together with the school 
district in considering school facility needs, and programs.  Many Farmington students 
and other students in the school district also further their education at the University of 
Maine at Farmington.  Other RSU 9 facilities located in Farmington are the W.G. Mallett 
School, Cascade Brook School, and the Mt. Blue Middle School.

Hospital and Ambulance Service

The Franklin Memorial Hospital (FMH) in Farmington is a progressive and welcoming 
facility, whose mission is to provide high-quality, cost-effective, patient-centered health 
care to Farmington and the region. The 65-bed hospital is fully qualified and accredited 
to handle a broad range of medical, surgical, pediatric, women’s care, and diagnostic 
services.  

Top quality specialty care is offered which includes cardiology, oncology, hematology, 
orthopedics, occupational health, pain management, pediatric endocrinology, physical 
rehabilitation, pulmonary care, sleep disorders, sports medicine, and wound care.  The 
FMH campus houses six Franklin Health medical practices, as well as advanced breast 
care at the Martha B. Webber Breast Care Center.

FMH is noted for its innovation, and was Maine’s first hospital to offer prenatal nurse 
home visits to all first-time parents, the first to perform laparoscopic gallbladder surgery, 
the first rural Maine hospital to install a 64-slice CT scanner, and the first in the State to 
declare itself smoke-free. FMH has focused its efforts to improve access to health care 
services and preventative health programs.  The Franklin ScoreKeeper System is 
credited with contributing to Franklin County's distinction of having the State's lowest 
"excess preventable death" rate for cardiovascular disease.

The hospital created and is now an affiliate of the Franklin Community Health Network,
(FCHN), an integrated network of providers to serve the area that includes Franklin 
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Health (a multi-specialty group medical practice), the Healthy Community Coalition (a 
health education, outreach, wellness, prevention organization), Evergreen Behavioral 
Services (an emergency mental health provider), and the Western Maine Physicians-
Hospital Organization, a negotiating entity made up of physicians and the hospital.

NorthStar, the regional ambulance service for greater Franklin County, celebrated its 
fifth birthday in 2010. As part of the Franklin Community Health Network family, 
NorthStar’s 75 EMS professionals follow their mission of respectful patient care, positive 
community activities, good stewardship of resources and excellent patient care. This 
mission is evident throughout NorthStar’s operations, with 5,000 calls a year to the 71 
communities over the 2,800 square miles it proudly serves. With state-of-the-art 
equipment and modern ambulances, the service is ready, responsive and reliable.

NorthStar is dispatched out of five base locations strategically positioned throughout the 
western Maine mountain region. NorthStar responds to calls ranging from medical 
emergencies to auto accidents, from snowmobile to ATV rescues, from nursing home 
transfers to boating accidents.  NorthStar’s extensive community service activities round 
out the professionalism of its service and its staff for the region.

Fire Protection 

One of Farmington’s most valued assets, the Farmington Fire Rescue Department, 
continues its extensive training programs for regular members, and participates in
mutual aid for the surrounding area whenever necessary.  Mutual aid is a tremendous 
help in a time of need, and trained fire rescue personnel swing into action at a moment’s 
notice.  Over the years, the Farmington Fire Rescue Department has responded to 
numerous fires and other emergencies in Temple, Strong, Wilton, Jay, etc., and these 
and other Towns have demonstrated the same dedication and courage by returning the 
favor of valor without hesitation.  The Department also assists the Foster Tech Fire 
Fighter program by providing instructors and the use of its facilities and equipment with 
hands-on training for students interested in a career in firefighting.                                                          

A spirited example of mutual aid occurred on July 6, 2013, when thirty-five fire fighters 
from Farmington, Rangeley, Phillips, Strong, New Vineyard, and Chesterville gallantly 
joined Canadian fire crews in Lac-Megantic, Quebec, Farmington’s “Sister City” and 
battled the massive fire caused by a derailed train carrying two million gallons of crude 
oil which caused multiple explosions in the downtown.  

Rivers, Streams and Lakes

The Sandy River, which runs through Farmington from the Strong town line south to the 
New Sharon town line, is a major source of recreation for its residents as well as 
neighboring communities.  Swimming, canoeing, kayaking, and fishing are popular in 
the Sandy, as well as in Temple and Wilson Streams.  Farmington and Industry both 
have water frontage on Clearwater Lake, which is clean and clear with beautiful views, 
and offers fishing, boating, water skiing, and sailing.  Ice fishing is also popular on the 
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lake, and it is also the official location of the Polar Bear Club’s annual dip on Chester 
Greenwood Day.

Transportation

State Routes 2, 4, and 27 serve as the major traffic arteries in the region that link 
Farmington to Skowhegan/Bangor and Rumford (to the east and west), Augusta and 
Kingfield (to the southeast and north), and Lewiston/Auburn and Portland (to the south).

These major roads must remain as efficient conveyors of people and goods, capacity 
must be maintained, and side “friction” from development minimized.  This can be 
accomplished if Farmington, and the other towns on these routes within the region, work 
cooperatively with the Maine Department of Transportation (MDOT) to maintain existing 
capacity and speed limits, and to apply uniform access standards and zoning 
requirements to development along these routes.  

The Town has begun a long-range improvement plan for its roads and sidewalks.  In 
2006, daily bus service provided by the Western Maine Transportation Services began 
with door to door service for a small fee in Farmington and Wilton for medical 
appointments and shopping.  

The Town also works to maintain and improve the regional network of snowmobile 
trails, and the “Rail Trail”, and cooperate with other communities and the State to utilize 
these for bicycle paths, cross-country skiing, and hiking.

Summary of Regional Coordination Efforts   

It is the goal of Farmington to continue working with neighboring Towns to coordinate 
efforts when possible to promote greater regional economic development through the 
Franklin County Chamber of Commerce (FCCC), Western Mountains Alliance (WMA), 
Greater Franklin Development Corporation (GFDC), Androscoggin Valley Council of 
Governments (AVCOG), Department of Economic and Community Development 
(DECD), Coastal Enterprises, Inc. (CEI), Community Concepts (CC), and the Maine 
Municipal Association (MMA).  These organizations help provide training, conduct 
workshops, promote new business ventures, and support activities that benefit the 
region.  Farmington also works cooperatively with the University of Maine, which has a 
positive impact on local and regional businesses and services. 

An example of ongoing regional coordination effort is the current study on 
interconnecting the water supply systems of the Farmington Village Corporation and the 
Wilton Water Department for standby emergency use and enhanced supply to 
commercial areas in both towns.
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Future Land Use Plan

State Goal

To encourage orderly growth and development in appropriate areas of each community, 
while protecting the State’s rural character, making efficient use of public services, and 
preventing development sprawl.

Future Land Use Plan Overview

The plan must include a Future Land Use Plan that is consistent with the community’s 
vision and other policies in the plan.  The Future Land Use Plan brings together plan 
elements that affect land use.  It is intended to synthesize these elements into a 
cohesive guide to realizing the community’s vision, including the development of land 
use regulations/ordinances.  

Use the analysis of conditions and trends data, in conjunction with the vision statement, 
to develop the community’s Future Land Use Plan.

The Future Land Use Plan divides the community into geographical areas identified as 
either most suitable for growth or most suitable for rural uses unless exempted under 
30-A M.R.S. §4326(3-A), more fully described below. The Future Land Use Plan also 
identifies critical resource areas within the community. The Future Land Use Plan is the 
focus of review for consistency with the Act.

It has always been an important goal of the Town of Farmington to encourage orderly 
growth and development and make efficient use of existing public facilities and services.

Other goals include maintaining, protecting, and preserving the rural, agricultural, and 
natural resource aspects of the town as well as encouraging residential, commercial, 
and industrial growth in appropriate locations while avoiding developmental sprawl 
when possible.

The Town will maintain its subdivision criteria to ensure that public health, safety, and 
welfare needs are met, as well as its open space performance standards and 
dimensional requirements.

Another goal of the Town is to maintain reasonable standards in its Zoning and Site 
Review Ordinances to assure that large residential, commercial, and industrial projects 
are well planned with adequate provisions for parking, traffic, landscaping, etc. as well 
as the periodic review and update of these performance standards.

The Town will support residential uses in locations with suitable soils and good access 
to roads and Town services, as well as maintain appropriate lot size, frontage, and 
setback requirements for areas served by public sewer and water as well as those that 
are not.
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It is a policy of the Town to discourage “spot zoning”, although the Town has always 
been open to consider reasonable zone change requests through the Zoning Board 
process to promote economic growth and job creation.

Review Criteria for Future Land Use Plan Designations

A. Growth Areas

A community’s Future Land Use Plan must identify a growth area or areas. The 
designation of growth areas is intended to ensure that planned growth and development 
and related infrastructure are directed to areas most suitable for such growth and 
development. Land areas designated as growth area must be consistent with the 
following provisions.

1. The Future Land Use Plan must designate as growth area those lands into which the 
community intends to direct a minimum of 75% of its dollars for municipal growth-related 
capital investments made during the planning period.

Designated growth areas into which Farmington will direct a minimum of 75% of its 
expenditures for municipal growth-related capital investment include, in order of priority, 
the greater Downtown area, the West Farmington area, the Wilton Road area, the 
southern segment of the Fairbanks Road, and the western segment of the Farmington 
Falls Road.

2. Built-out or developed areas that may not have capacity for further growth but require 
maintenance, replacement, or additional capital investment to support existing or infill 
development must also be designated as growth areas.

Built-out or developed areas that may not have capacity for further growth but require 
maintenance, replacement, or additional capital investment to support existing or infill 
development would apply to the Village Commercial, Village Business, and Village 
Residential districts.

3. Growth areas must be limited to land areas that are physically suitable for 
development or redevelopment. Growth areas may include land areas that are 
physically unsuitable for development or redevelopment, such as a river, stream, 
floodplain, small natural hazard area, 
small lake or aquifer, or small critical natural resource, if the plan addresses how these 
areas will be protected to the greatest extent practicable or as prescribed by law

Farmington’s designated growth areas do not include land areas that are physically 
unsuitable for development or redevelopment.

4. Growth areas, to the greatest extent practicable, must be limited to an amount of land 
area and a configuration to encourage compact, efficient development patterns 
(including mixed uses) and discourage development sprawl and strip development.
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Farmington’s designated growth areas are intentionally proximate to the town's existing 
centers of retail, service and residential development. 

5. Growth areas along arterials and mobility corridors must be configured to avoid strip 
development and promote nodes or clusters of development.

Farmington’s General Purpose District, a primary designated growth area, is 
intentionally   deep (500’) in certain segments for the purpose of accommodating 
peripheral cluster development to reduce curb cuts along mobility corridors.

The following is a list and description of Farmington’s Zoning Districts:   

1. Village Districts: 

a. Village/Residential 
b. Village/Business (Includes the Historic Village Business)
c. Village/Commercial

The Village/Residential and Village/Business Districts are areas designated to preserve 
and build upon the existing village-like character of the downtown areas of Farmington, 
West Farmington, and Farmington Falls, and to allow for growth that is compatible with 
the architectural/historic and cultural character of these areas by promoting the reuse of 
buildings therein and prohibiting incompatible uses such as heavy industrial.

The Village/Commercial District is a district allocated to accommodate certain uses 
which are often found near Village/Business and Village/Residential Districts, but which 
would be detrimental to architectural, historic and cultural character if not prohibited 
from being within these districts.                                               
The Village/Commercial District differs from the General Purpose District in that it is 
more restrictive than the latter, while at the same time being less restrictive than either 
the Village/Business or Village/Residential Districts.

By making the above distinction, the character of each of the town’s economic trading 
and growth areas – Village/Business, General Purpose, Village/Commercial, and 
Residential/Light Commercial – is kept intact.

2. General Purpose Districts:

The General Purpose Districts accommodate a variety of local and regional commercial, 
industrial, office, restaurant, motel, residential, and other uses in well-planned areas that 
are easily accessible.  As commercial growth areas, the General Purpose Districts 
provide planned areas in which to concentrate highway dependent uses in order to limit 
sprawl as well as provide parking and service roads that result in the creation of 
attractive, efficient, and marketable locations for businesses.
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Areas in the General Purpose District, such as the Wilton Road and Farmington Falls 
Road, have ample developmental locations for commercial and industrial growth.  The 
Town works with traffic/design consultants and MDOT, in development planning for 
these areas so that they remain attractive, viable, safe, and easily accessible.

3. Residential/Light Commercial Districts:

The Residential/Light Commercial Districts are areas to remain essentially rural and 
residential, with occasional light commercial operations intermixed.  It is the intent that 
this district will not include heavy industry or commercial growth that can be noisy, 
polluting, unsightly, or that causes undue traffic congestion.

4. Residential Districts:

The Residential District accommodates residential growth in and around the village 
areas and adjacent neighborhoods, and along with the primary roads near the village 
areas, to encourage such growth in areas which are less suitable for agriculture, 
forestry, and commerce.  This district permits uses compatible with the residential 
nature of the area, prohibits commercial uses which are incompatible with residential 
areas, and prohibits strip commercial development.

B. Rural Areas:

1. Farm and Forest District:

The Farm and Forest District maintains lands that have traditionally been used for 
farming and forestry as rural areas, preserves open space by regulating large 
residential developments, and encourages agricultural and forestry practices with their 
associated services and commercial enterprises. 

C. Overlay Districts:   

In certain limited locations, the Town’s Natural Resource Areas may overlay and 
compliment (or override if more stringent) the provisions of the Growth and Rural Areas.  
These areas include:

The Wellhead Protection District: Regulated by the Town of Farmington Wellhead 
Protection Ordinance and accompanying map; and

The Shoreland Zoning Districts:  Regulated by the Town of Farmington Shoreland 
Zoning Ordinance and accompanying map; and 

The Floodplain Management District:  Regulated by the Town of Farmington Floodplain 
Management Ordinance and accompanying map; and 
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Conservation Areas:  Parcels of land voluntarily placed into conservation land trusts, 
conservation easements, or other means for the purpose of the preservation of certain 
unique natural qualities, as determined by criteria administered by the Planning Board 
to prohibit residential or commercial growth; and

Open Space Residential Development:  Land voluntarily committed to development in 
accordance with performance standards and dimensional requirements for same in the 
Zoning Ordinance, established by the Town as an alternative form of residential 
development to the conventional residential subdivision, in which the buildings are 
clustered or grouped on a portion or portions of the site with remaining portions of the 
site permanently preserved as open space.  All open space residential developments 
are also subject to the Town Subdivision Ordinance.  Dwelling units may be located on 
individual lots, may be leased, or may be in a condominium form of ownership.

D. Shared Growth Areas

Pursuant to and in accordance with 30-A M.R.S. §4325, communities may enter into an 
inter-local agreement with one or more neighboring communities to designate regional 
growth areas for anticipated residential, institutional, commercial, or industrial growth 
and/or related services or infrastructure.

There is no shared growth area current or planned with any neighboring community.

E. Transitional Areas 

The Future Land Use Plan may designate as transitional area those land areas which 
the community identifies as suitable for a share of projected residential, institutional, 
commercial or industrial development but that is neither intended to accept the amount 
or density of development appropriate for a growth area nor intended to provide the 
level of protection for rural resources afforded in a rural area or critical rural area. 
Designated transitional areas are intended to provide for limited suburban or rural 
residential development opportunities. Land areas designated as transitional area must 
be consistent with the following provisions:

1. Transitional areas may not be defined as growth areas for the purposes of state 
growth related capital investment pursuant to 30-A M.R.S. §4301 (5-B).

2. Development standards in transitional areas must limit strip development along roads 
through access management, minimum frontage requirements, and other techniques.

3. Transitional areas may not include significant contiguous areas of working farms, 
wood lots, properties in State tree growth and farm and open space tax programs, prime 
agricultural and forestry soils, un-fragmented habitat, or marine resources identified in 
the conditions and trends in Sections 4.6, 4.8, and 4.10.  



I11

4. Transitional areas must be compatible with designations in adjacent communities or 
provide buffers or transitions to avoid land use conflicts with neighboring communities.]

There are no areas in Farmington which have been identified as transitional.

F.  Critical Resource Areas 

The Future Land Use Plan must identify and designate critical resource areas as 
defined in this Chapter. Land areas designated as critical resource area must be 
consistent with the following provisions:  

1. Critical resource areas most vulnerable to impacts from development:

Areas most vulnerable to impacts from development are those that are located in the 
Shoreland and Floodplain districts.  This is due to the nature of the Sandy River, its 
potential for flooding, and the resulting erosion, which can sometimes be devastating to 
farmland, roads, and residential and commercial areas.  Other critical resource areas 
are those that are currently identified as being located in the Wellhead Protection areas.

2. The Future Land Use Plan must identify current and proposed mechanisms, both 
regulatory and non-regulatory, to ensure that critical resource areas are, to the greatest 
extent practicable, protected from the impacts of development.

Any proposed construction, residential or commercial, in any of the critical resource 
areas, must be reviewed and approved by the Farmington Planning Board, and also be 
in compliance with any applicable ordinances, regulations and State laws.

3. Critical resource areas must be compatible with designations in adjacent 
communities or provide buffers or transitions to avoid land use conflicts with neighboring 
communities.

Both Farmington and Industry share shorelines along Clearwater Lake and must comply 
with local Shoreland Zoning and Floodplain Management ordinances, and State 
regulations.  Because the Sandy River, Temple Stream, and Wilson Stream traverse 
other Towns in addition to Farmington, coordination with New Sharon, Strong, Temple, 
and Wilton with regard to local Shoreland Zoning and Floodplain Management 
ordinances, and State regulations, is encouraged.  

Required Elements for the Future Land Use Plan

A.  Analysis and Key Issues

1. How does the Future Land Use Plan align and/or conflict with the community’s vision 
statement?                                                        



I12

The Future Land Use Plan attempts to preserve the rural character and special places 
identified in the Vision Statement while allowing for development within the identified 
growth areas. 

2. How is the configuration of the growth areas shaped by natural opportunities and/or 
constraints (i.e. the physical suitability or unsuitability of land for development)? The 
location of public facilities? The transportation network?

Growth areas are primarily restricted to areas that are currently served by accepted 
roads and include those areas served by the Town water and sewer systems.  Also 
taken into consideration are soil types and conditions, including the presence of ledge 
or steep slopes.

3. How does the Future Land Use Plan relate to existing regional economic, housing, 
transportation and natural resource plans? How does the Future Land Use Plan relate 
to recent development trends?

The Future Land Use Plan has been developed on the foundation of the Town's existing 
land use management Ordinances, administrative Boards, and Planning staff, 
complimented by analysis of the twelve data sections detailing the conditions of and 
trends in all resources within the town.  The Plan strives to promote development in 
areas with adequate infrastructure that would benefit from such growth, without causing 
new municipal expenditures such as public road construction or extension of public 
sewer and/or water systems.  Future development is planned away from important 
natural and critical resource areas.

A good example of the type of well-planned projects that the town would like to see 
more of in the future is the new residential redevelopment of a site of an old dilapidated 
dowel mill near the downtown on the Fairbanks Road.  Here, a 32-unit apartment 
complex, to open in 2014, is being built to house low to moderate income residents 55+ 
in age.  The remainder of the site has been approved for an additional 75 elderly duplex 
condominium units.

Farmington is included in AVCOG's Regional Economic Development Plan.  

4. Are most municipal capital investments currently directed toward growth areas? Why 
or why not?

While most municipal capital investments are primarily directed towards maintenance of 
existing Town roads and infrastructure in the designated growth areas, deferred 
maintenance of several outlying Town roads outside the growth areas must be 
addressed within the next five years through reconstruction.  

5. How can critical resource areas be effectively protected from future development 
impacts?
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Critical Resource areas are protected under the Shoreland Zoning, Floodplain 
Management, Subdivision, Site Review, and Soil Erosion Control & Storm Water 
Management Ordinances.   Areas classified as Critical Deer Wintering Area have been 
mapped by the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (IF&W). 
B.  Components 

The Town has included the following required components in this Plan:

1.  A map or maps showing the following land use areas and any smaller land use 
districts with them:  Growth, Rural, Critical Resource, and Transition (if proposed).

2.  A narrative description of each land use area including:

a. The area’s relationship to the community’s vision;

b. The names of any smaller land use districts within the area;

c. The area’s natural opportunities and/or constraints;

d. The area’s transportation system;

e. The types and intensity of proposed land uses, including the range of residential 
densities;

f. The area’s proximity to existing and proposed public facilities and services;

g. The compatibility or incompatibility of proposed uses to current uses within and 
around the area, along with any special development considerations (e.g. need 
for additional buffers, architectural design standards, etc.); and

h. Any anticipated major municipal capital investments needed to support the 
proposed land uses.

3.  A summary of the key regulatory and non-regulatory approaches, including 
investment policies and strategies, the community will use to implement its Future Land 
Use Plan.

C. Policies 

The Town follows the minimum policies required to address State goals which are:

To coordinate the community’s land use strategies with other local and regional land 
use planning efforts; and 

To support the locations, types, scales, and intensities of land uses the community 
desires as stated in its vision; and
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To support the level of financial commitment necessary to provide needed infrastructure 
in growth areas; and 

To establish efficient permitting procedures, especially in growth areas; and 

To protect critical resource areas from the impacts of development.

D. Strategies 

In addition to the strategies required below, include any strategies as necessary to 
support the establishment of any rate of growth or impact fee ordinances proposed.  
These may include strategies found in other sections of the plan.

The Town follows the minimum strategies required to address State goals which are:

To assign responsibility for implementing the Future Land Use Plan to the appropriate 
committee, board or municipal official; and.

To use the descriptions provided in the Future Land Use Plan narrative, to enact or 
amend local ordinances as appropriate to: 

a. Clearly define the desired scale, intensity, and location of future development; 
and

b. Establish fair and efficient permitting procedures and appropriate fees, and 
streamline permitting procedures in growth areas; and

c. Clearly define protective measures  for critical resource areas; and

To include in the Capital Investment Plan anticipated municipal capital investments 
needed to support proposed land uses; and

To meet with neighboring communities to coordinate land use designations and 
regulatory and non-regulatory strategies; and

To provide the Code Enforcement Officer with the tools, training, and support necessary 
to enforce land use regulations, and ensure that the Code Enforcement Officer is 
certified in accordance with 30-M.R.S. § 4451; and

To track new development in the community by type and location; and

To periodically, at least every five years, evaluate implementation of the Plan.
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Plan Implementation

Within each topic area, boards, committees, and officials are identified as responsible 
for carrying out the various strategies.

An appointed local Comprehensive Plan Implementation Committee was created to 
oversee the March 13, 2006 Comprehensive Plan update.  Staff members, department 
heads, Planning Board members, and participating town citizens reviewed the 2006 
Plan and created the 2014 update.

Plan Evaluation

The Town of Farmington Planning Board is charged with the responsibility for 
conducting biannual evaluations of the Town’s progress in implementing the 
Comprehensive Plan based on the following Review Criteria, and then reporting back to 
the Board of Selectmen:

A. The degree to which future land use plan strategies have been implemented; and
B. Percent of municipal growth-related capital investments in growth areas; and

C. Location and amount of new development in relation to community’s designated 
growth areas, rural areas, and critical resource areas; and

D. Amount of critical resource areas protected through acquisition, easements, or other   
measures.                                                    
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___________________________________________________________________________

SECTION 1.  POPULATION
___________________________________________________________________________

Population Trends

Approximately one hundred years ago in 1910, the population in Farmington totaled 3,210
people.  This number remained fairly steady for approximately forty years when it reached 
4,677 in 1950.  By the time of the 1970 U.S. Census, there were 5,657 people in Farmington.  
The 1980 Census counted 6,730 people, and 1990 Census figures revealed a Farmington 
population of 7,436 people, including college students. This represented a 10.5% increase 
between 1980 and 1990.  The 2000 Census revealed that Farmington’s population slightly 
decreased to 7,410 people between 1990 and 2000, and the 2010 Census revealed that 
Farmington’s population slightly increased to 7,760 between 2000 and 2010, an increase of 
4.7%.

Total year-round population figures for the Town of Farmington, Franklin County, and the State 
of Maine, including historical figures, are shown in Table 1-1.

TABLE 1 – 1
OVERALL POPULATION LEVELS AND CHANGES

Year Farmington Franklin County State of Maine
1890 3,207 17,653 661,087
1900 3,228 18,444 694,466
1910 3,210 19,119 742,371
1920 3,197 19,825 768,014
1930 3,600 19,941 797,423
1940 3,743 19,896 847,226
1950 4,677 20,682 914,950
1960 5,001 20,069 970,689
1970 5,657 22,444 993,722
1980 6,730 27,098 1,125,043
1990 7,436 29,008 1,227,928
2000 7,410 29,467 1,274,923
2010 7,760 30,768 1,328,361

1960-1970 % change 13.1% 11.8% 2.5%
1970-1980 % change 19.0% 20.7% 13.2%
1980-1990 % change 10.5% 7.0% 9.1%
1990-2000 % change - 0.35% 1.6% 3.8%
2000-2010 % change 4.7% 4.4% 4.2%
1950-2010 % change 65.9% 48.8% 45.2%

Source:  State Government Data Center and U.S. Census, 2010
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Maine’s Demographic Picture

A few aspects of Maine’s demographic picture stand out – an older population with a large 
number of "Baby Boomers", relatively few children, and low numbers of racial and ethnic 
minorities. Maine has the oldest median age in the country (42.7 years in 2010), the highest 
percentage of non-Hispanic white residents (94.4%), and is tied with Vermont for the smallest 
percentage of residents under 18 years of age (20.7%). These factors all combine to give 
Maine a rapidly aging population and slow population growth. There are several reasons for 
this aging and slow-growing population - the baby boom generation, low birth rates, and low 
rates of in-migration.

The Baby Boomers

The baby boom generation, born between 1946 and 1964, made up 29.4% of Maine’s 
population in 2010, when its members were between the ages of 46 and 64. This is a higher 
percentage than any other state – Vermont was second at 29.3% and New Hampshire was 
third at 29.0%. Nationally, around 25% of the population is part of the baby boom generation. 
The sheer size of this cohort means that they have a lot of influence, both demographically and 
economically. 

When the baby boomers were growing up, they increased school enrollments. When they had 
children, there was another (albeit smaller) increase in school enrollments known as the "echo 
boom". Over the past several decades, the baby boomers swelled the ranks of the workforce.  
As the oldest baby boomers are now reaching retirement age, over the coming decades as 
they continue to retire, the size of the workforce may even shrink. Healthcare will be one of the 
industries most affected by the aging of the baby boomers, with the demand for healthcare 
services increasing as the available workforce will be decreasing.

In terms of demographics, the baby boomers have both a direct and indirect effect. First, 
because there are so many of them, the baby boomers pull the average age of the State up as 
they grow older. Contributing to the high median age here is the fact that Maine has the 
smallest percent of its population under the age of 18. There are not enough children in the 
State to offset the large population of baby boomers.

Birth Rates 

One of the reasons Maine has so few children is because our birth rate is so low. The low 
birth rate is also an indirect effect of having so many baby boomers who are now mostly 
beyond their child-bearing years. The fact that Maine has the largest percent of non-Hispanic 
white residents also contributes to the low birth rate. Non-Hispanic whites tend to have lower 
birth rates than racial and ethnic minorities, and Maine’s relatively homogenous population 
means a relatively low overall birth rate. The low birthrate contributes not only to an increased 
median age, but also to slow population growth. Population growth comes from natural 
increase and in-migration. Natural increase is the difference between births and deaths in the 
population. An older population, such as Maine has, will tend to have fewer births and more 
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deaths. In fact, the 2012 population estimates for Maine from the U.S. Census Bureau show 
natural decrease with more deaths than births that year.

Implications 

Given that Maine is unlikely to experience a surge in natural increase in the coming years, any 
population growth will have to come from in-migration (both from other states and abroad). 
There are many implications both for aging populations and slow-growing ones.  With an aging 
population, more people retire each year, making it harder for employers to find workers to fill 
jobs. 

An older population requires more healthcare services, increasing demand for nurses and 
physicians. Birth rates go down, meaning fewer children to fill the schools. At the same time, 
many retirees in good health seek out additional recreational and cultural experiences and may 
have more time for volunteering.  Populations experiencing slow growth may find it more 
difficult to attract businesses. Population growth generally goes hand-in-hand with economic 
growth. 

Companies looking to relocate or expand want to do so in places where the population is 
growing. Population growth is an indication that companies will be able to find the workers
they need. At the same time, places that experience rapid population growth often struggle to 
keep up with infrastructure demands - schools exceed capacity, housing becomes expensive 
and difficult to find, and service providers of all sorts find themselves unable to keep up with 
demand. 

Maine’s particular demographic challenges in the coming years will center on the aging 
population and slow population growth.  As the baby boomers begin to retire, employers will be 
faced with the possibility of more job openings than people to fill them.  In addition, the skill 
sets of the younger generations may not match the openings available.  A larger and larger 
elderly population will depend on a smaller and smaller working population, unless in-migration 
trends bring more workers to the state.  In order for Maine’s population to grow and firms to 
find the employees they need, in-migration to Maine must increase.

Projections 

The State Office of Policy and Management has prepared population projections for 2015
through 2030 in five-year intervals, which will be updated every two years.  This demographic 
detail can be especially useful as the population ages.  Some parts of the state will be faced 
with an older population sooner than others.  

It is important to note that the projections presented here are not exact. Any estimation errors 
in recent population estimates will be incorporated into future projections. The county-level 
model assumes that past birth, death, and migration rates within each cohort will persist into 
the foreseeable future. The model cannot account for unprecedented future events that may 
dramatically alter a county’s demographic composition, such as factory openings and closures, 
changes in technologies, personal choices, or environmental conditions in the next 20 years 
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that may alter migration behavior or birth and death rates. As such, population projections are 
more accurate for the near future than distant years and should be updated regularly.

Due to recent population trends, the projections show most counties declining in population 
over the next two decades. Only four counties are projected to see population increase 
between 2010 and 2015 - Androscoggin, Cumberland, Knox, and York.  By 2030, these four 
counties plus Penobscot, which begins seeing population growth following 2015, are the only 
ones projected to experience population growth compared to 2010. 

When the counties are aggregated to a statewide level, Maine is projected to grow through 
2020, after which point the population is expected to decline.  These projections are highly 
dependent on current life expectancy and migration rates.  Increases in life expectancy and in-
migration could result in higher population counts in the future. 

By 2030, the baby boomers will be between 66 and 84 years old. As the baby boomers 
continue to age, the population pyramid will become top-heavy, with a larger elderly population 
and smaller youth population. In addition, because women statistically live longer than men, 
Maine’s female-to-male ratio will increase over time.

Table 1 – 2 exhibits a comparison of Farmington’s population from 1970 to 2010 to that of the 
surrounding communities.  The highest growth rate between 2000 and 2010 took place in 
Industry where there was a 17.6% increase, and the smallest took place in Temple where 
there was a 7.7% decrease.  Farmington had a higher growth rate (4.7%) than that of the 
County level (4.4%) and the State level (4.2%).

TABLE 1 – 2
COMPARATIVE POPULATION CHANGE

Municipality 1970 1980 1990 2000

           

2010       

Percent 
Population 

Change
1990-
2000

2000-
2010

Chesterville 643 869 1,012 1,170 1,352 15.6 15.5
Farmington 5,657 6,730 7,436 7,410 7,760 - 0.35 4.7
Industry 347 563 685      790 929 15.3 17.6
New Sharon 725 969 1,175 1,297 1,407 10.8 8.5
New Vineyard 444 607 661      725 757 9.6 4.4
Strong 1,132 1,506 1,217 1,259 1,213 3.4 3.6
Temple 367 518 560      572 528 2.1 - 7.7
Wilton 3,802 4,382 4,242 4,123 4,116 - 2.8 - 0.17

Franklin County 22,444 27,098 28,008 29,467 30,768 5.2 4.4
State of Maine 993,722 1,124,660 1,227,928 1,274,923 1,328,361 3.8 4.2
Source:  U.S. Census, 1970, 1980, 1990, 2000, & 2010
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Age Distribution Comparisons
The median age of Farmington’s population in 2010 was 33, which was younger than the 
County and State medians of 39.  Table 1 – 3 shows the age distribution for 2000 and 2010 for 
Farmington, the surrounding region, the County, and the State.  More than a third (36%) of the 
Farmington population was between 20 and 44 years old.  It should be noted that due to the 
presence of the University of Maine at Farmington, there is always a higher number of people 
between the ages of 18 to 22 than in the surrounding towns.  Trends in age distribution are key 
considerations for predicting future needs, such as school and health facility capacities.

TABLE 1 – 3
AGE DISTRIBUTION COMPARISONS 2000 & 2010

                  Age  % Under 5 %   5-19 %  20-44 %  45-64 %   65 +
2000 2010 2000 2010 2000 2010 2000 2010   2000 2010

Municipality
Chesterville 5.9 5.0 21.9 17.6 34.1 28.8 27.3 34.3 11.0 14.3
Farmington 4.3 4.6 23.5 20.8 37.0 35.9 19.2 23.3 15.9 15.5
Industry 5.4 5.0 22.0 20.8 34.9 25.4 24.5 33.3 13.0 15.5
New Sharon 5.3 6.3 23.4 17.8 31.9 28.3 26.2 33.0 13.3 14.6
New Vineyard 6.5 5.2 24.9 16.8 30.9 26.8 27.2 37.1 10.5 14.1
Strong 6.0 5.8 21.2 19.2 32.1 29.5 26.5 30.1 14.3 15.4
Temple 3.8 4.5 23.3 18.0 32.9 26.5 27.1 36.0 13.0 15.0
Wilton 4.9 5.9 22.3 19.4 32.4 27.2 28.0 30.9 12.4 16.7

Franklin County 5.1 4.9 22.4 18.6 33.5 28.6 24.7 31.1 14.2 16.8
State of Maine 5.5 5.2 20.7 19.5 34.6 29.8 24.8 30.9 14.3 15.9
Source:  U.S. Census, 2010

Sex Distribution

Farmington’s population consisted of 54.7% females (4,245) and 45.3% males (3,515) in 2010.
Some of this differential is probably due to the presence of the University of Maine at 
Farmington, which has a higher ratio of female students to male students, and for comparison
the County female percentage is 50.9%.

Household and Household Size

There were a total of 2,852 households in Farmington in 2010 with the average household size 
at that time of 2.17 persons.  The household size in Farmington was lower than the County
size of 2.28 and the State size of 2.32.  The number of college students in the town probably 
influences the household size statistic for Farmington.

Based on 2010 Census data, among the 2,852 households in Farmington, 1,597 are family 
households and 1,174 are married couple families.  There are 1,475 non-family households, 
1,049 one-person households, and 399 households with one elderly person (65 years old or 
older).  There are 3,441 housing units with 3,072 of those units occupied.  Owner occupied
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housing consists of 1,744 units and renter occupied housing consists of 1,328 units.  There are 
369 vacant housing units in which, 98 are seasonal, recreational, or occasional use.
Table 1 – 4 displays the number of households and the size of households in Farmington 
compared to the seven reference communities, the County, and the State.

Source:  U.S. Census, 2000 & 2010

Educational Attainment

The Town of Farmington was recorded in the 2010 Census as having 84.5% of its adult
population with at least a high school diploma.  This is below the comparable County figure of 
85.2%, and below the State figure of 85.4%.  Of the population in Farmington, 26.5 % has at
least four years of college, compared to 20.9% county wide and 22.9% for the State of Maine.

TABLE 1 – 5
FARMINGTON RESIDENT SCHOOL ENROLLMENT – 2010

School Enrollment Number Percent Maine Avg. Nat'l Avg.
Population in school 3,263 - - -
Nursery school, Pre-school      62 1.9 %    5.5 % 6.5 %
Kindergarten    114 3.5 %    4.8 % 5.4 %
Elementary (1-8)    916 28.1 % 45.5 % 43.9 %
High (9-12)    485 14.9 % 23.2 % 21.4 %
College/Graduate School 1,686 51.7 % 20.9 %    22.0 %

Source:  U.S. Census, 2010

TABLE 1 – 4
NUMBER AND SIZE OF HOUSEHOLDS COMPARISON – 2000 & 2010

         Number of Households
           2000                    2010

      Size of Households
     2000                  2010

Municipality
    Chesterville             467                       598        2.50                   2.46
    Farmington          2,813                    2,852        2.25                   2.17
    Industry             306                       312        2.58                   2.47
    New Sharon             518                       588        2.50                   2.41
    New Vineyard             279                       301        2.60                   2.33

Strong             498                       532        2.49                   2.45
    Temple             228                       265        2.48                   2.34
    Wilton          1,667                    1,677        2.47                  2.41
Franklin County        11,806                  12,235        2.40                   2.28
State of Maine      518,200                551,601        2.39                   2.32
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TABLE 1 – 6
FARMINGTON RESIDENT EDUCATION LEVEL – 2010

Education Level Number Percent Maine Avg. Nat'l Avg.
Population 25+ 5,454 - - -
Less than 9th grade    381 7.0 % 5.4 % 7.6 %
9th to 12th grade, no diploma    520 9.5 % 9.2 % 12.0 %
High school grad 2,100 38.5 % 36.2 % 28.6 %
High school or higher 4,553 83.5 % 85.4 % 80.4 %
Some college, no degree    900 16.5 % 19.0 %      21.0 %
Assoc. degree     203 3.7 % 7.4 % 6.3 %
Bach. degree     870 15.9 % 15.0 % 15.5 %
Bach. degree or higher 1,350 24.8 % 22.9 % 24.4 %
Grad. or prof. degree    480    8.8 % 7.9 % 8.0 %
Source:  U.S. Census, 2010

TABLE 1 – 7
INFORMATION ON NATURAL POPULATION CHANGE (BIRTHS & DEATHS)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Births 330 337 336 319 309 342 363 417 340 356 349 317 308
Deaths 252 217 203 206 180 200     94 211 190 204 205 246 162
Marriages 76    67 61 61 63 48 48 59 61 46 52 55 46
Source:  Town of Farmington         
     

                   

TABLE 1 – 8
COMPARATIVE POPULATION 1990 – 2010 & Projections 2015 - 2030

1990 2000 2010 2015    2020    2025 2030
Municipality

Chesterville 1,016 1,172 1,352 1,405    1,452 1,495 1,533
Farmington 7,480 7,407 7,760 7,700    7,622 7,533 7,429
Industry 688      790      923      962       997 1,030 1,059
New Sharon 1,179 1,297 1,404 1,418    1,426 1,432 1,434
New Vineyard 664      729      756      748       737      725 712
Strong 1,211 1,257 1,211 1,202    1,169 1,135 1,100
Temple 562      573      526      516       492      468 444
Wilton 4,254 4,127 4,108 3,977    3,834 3,689 3,539

Source:  U.S. Census, 1990, 2000, & 2010, and State Government Data Center
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TABLE 1 – 9
COMPARATIVE POPULATION 2010 & PROJECTIONS 2015 – 2030

      2010      2015       2020        2025       2030

Franklin County      30,711      30,501      30,163      29,779      29,337
Maine 1,327,379 1,329,823 1,331,607 1,330,821 1,325,751
Source:  U.S. Census, 2010 and State Government Data Center

TABLE 1 – 10
COMPARATIVE POPULATION CHANGE (%)

1990-
2000

2000-
2010

2010-
2015

2015-
2020

2020-
2025

2025-
2030

2010-
2030

Municipality
Chesterville 15.4% 15.4% 3.9% 3.3% 3.0%    2.6% 13.4%
Farmington -1.0% 4.6% 0.7% - 1.0% - 1.2% - 1.4% - 4.2%
Industry 14.8% 16.8% 4.2% 3.7%    3.3%    2.9% 14.7%
New Sharon 10.0% 8.2% 1.0% 0.6%    0.4%    0.2% 2.1%
New Vineyard 9.8% 3.7% 1.1% - 1.5% - 1.6% - 1.8% - 5.9%
Strong 3.8% - 3.7% 0.7% - 2.7% - 2.9% - 3.1% - 9.2%
Temple 2.0% - 8.2% 1.9% - 4.6% - 4.8% - 5.2% -15.6%
Wilton - 3.0% - 0.5% 3.2% - 3.6% - 3.8% - 4.1% -13.9%

Franklin County 5.2% 4.4% -0.7% - 1.1% - 1.3% - 1.5% - 4.5%
Maine 3.8% 4.2% 0.2%     0.1% - 0.1% - 0.4% - 0.1%
Source:  U.S. Census, 1990, 2000, & 2010, and State Government Data Center

Town population projections are calculated using two pieces of information, the recent
historical growth of each town’s share of its county’s population, and county population 
projections. The projections use linear regression analysis to estimate a constant rate of 
growth for each town’s share of their county population between 1990 and 2010, or 2000 and 
2010, whichever historical time period produces the regression with the slope closest to zero. 
This growth rate is then extrapolated into the future, using county population projections to 
project the population for each town in 2015, 2020, 2025, and 2030. 

Additionally, town population projections must be interpreted with caution. They are based on 
assumptions and past trends that may or may not hold into the future. In some ways, these 
population projections represent what will happen under a business-as-usual scenario where 
all the moving pieces (including migration rates, life expectancies, and sprawl patterns) 
continue on their current trajectories. These projections also, by necessity, use a single 
methodology applied to all towns. Results may be better for some types of towns than others.
Towns with smaller populations, or dramatic population changes, may find their projections 
less reliable than projections for towns with larger, stable populations.
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Business owners, Town planners, and institutional administrators all rely on demographic 
projections for answers to pressing questions regarding the future. Business executives look 
at workforce availability when making plans for the future. In addition to information about the 
makeup of their current workforce, they look at how many working-age people will be available 
in the coming years. This information can influence location decisions. Town planners use 
demographic projections to get a sense of the services municipalities may need to provide in 
the future. They may look at whether the population is expected to grow or shrink and how 
neighboring communities compare to help determine future needs for roads, housing, fire, and 
police services. Local governments can use this information to consider innovative ways to 
collaborate and consolidate services on a regional basis. 

Especially in cases where towns are experiencing population decline, regionalized approaches
can help reduce costs while ensuring citizens receive a full array of services. University 
administrators might compare their existing enrollments to the expected size of those cohorts 
in the future: Should they expect a larger or smaller population to draw from? Are there 
potential course changes that might be suggested by a changing population? An aging 
population might indicate a growing need for healthcare workers. While in each of these 
examples the necessary decisions could be made without population projections, the use of 
projections provides critical information that can help inform the decision-making process. The 
more detailed and accurate the projections are, the more help they provide.

Population and Demographics

Analysis addressing State goals:

Rate of population change expected and implications of this change:

Between 2000 and 2010, the population of Farmington grew by 350 people or 4.7%.  This is 
slightly higher than that for the County (4.4%) or the State (4.2%) for this period. The future 
growth is anticipated by the State to be closer to that of the County, which is projected by the 
State Government Data Center to decline by 3/4% every five years between 2010 and 2030.
This State projection is questionable for local planning purposes, and the Town's consensus is 
that Farmington will actually grow by about the same percentage instead of shrink.

Fastest growing and declining demographic groups:

The 45 – 64 age group is the fastest growing segment of the population, and the 5 – 44 age 
group is in decline.  Even though the number of households continues to increase, the 
household size continues to decline, indicating lower birthrate, increasing lifespan, and the 
baby boomer's move into the ranks of the elderly.

Likely demand for housing and municipal and school services to accommodate the change in 
population and demographics, both as a result of overall change and as a result of change 
among different age groups:
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The increase in the elderly population is putting pressure on the elderly congregate housing 
stock in town.  One result is the construction of 32 additional units of elderly housing to open in 
2014.  This trend will likely continue as large numbers of "boomers" age.  With smaller families 
(fewer children) being the norm and a larger elderly population, the tax burden resulting from 
educational costs should stabilize.  The long-awaited and overdue reconstruction of both the 
W. G. Mallett Elementary School and the Mt. Blue Learning Campus (high school) has brought 
up to date the physical plant of RSU 9, and the system's facilities can easily accommodate an
increase in pupils, should this occur as a result of in-migration or an increase in birthrate.

Community efforts to foster shared outlooks among population growth resulting from
newcomers:

Farmington's modest growth is largely the result of "empty-nesters" moving into town.  This 
demographic is comprised of natives who are moving back after life-long careers out of town 
and state, and others from in and out of state who are attracted to retiring here for the quality-
of-life factor.  These settlers are a fiscal plus as they add to the tax base without increasing 
school costs.  They also bring experience and talents to share with the community, and often 
volunteer and participate actively.  Nonetheless, all towns also need young families to thrive in 
the future, and this segment comprises a stable component of the overall population here.
Farmington has always welcomed new residents, and well over half its current population are 
non-natives.

The seasonal population, and the nature of that population, and the community’s relationship 
to and dependence on seasonal visitors:

Farmington does not have a significant seasonal population, although it does have many pass-
through visitors in the winter who are traveling to ski and snowmobile, and a lesser number of 
summer visitors who recreate at camps and campgrounds utilizing the area's lakes and woods.  
These travelers make use of local lodging, shops, restaurants, and the movie theater.  Bus 
tours are now also making stops in Farmington, and the local historical society and Chamber 
of Commerce are promoting the growth of this phenomenon. The Town publishes and 
distributes a colorful brochure highlighting the multi-season aspects of its location and the 
many businesses in which visitors may be interested.

Farmington's efforts, as a service center with major employers, to serve a daytime population 
that is larger than its resident population:

The Town of Farmington is a major service center for surrounding communities, the shiretown of
Franklin County, the location of Franklin Memorial Hospital, the hub of RSU 9, and home of the 
University of Maine at Farmington with its teaching and liberal arts campus. These, along with 
other retail and service businesses, employ approximately 4,200 people, half of which are 
residents of Farmington.  Being such a service center translates into higher municipal costs and 
budgets.  The significant commercial tax base in Farmington helps keep residential property tax 
rates reasonable, in spite of a large segment of tax-exempt institutional property (30%+).                           
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___________________________________________________________________________

SECTION 2. ECONOMY
___________________________________________________________________________  

The Farmington Economy

Downtown

In 1886, the Farmington downtown was devastated by fire, especially on the west side of Main 
Street. The business district was rebuilt through a strong community effort, which is evident in 
the structures built after the fire that stand today.  During the late 1970s and early 1980s, the 
downtown was again challenged by a rapid and substantial decline of its economy, evidenced 
in many empty storefronts.  In 1985, a survey was done of the downtown merchants and
consumers as part of a revitalization effort.  The respondents identified the strength of the 
downtown as being the commercial, service, and government center for Franklin County, and 
the fact that it has a convenient, compact configuration, close to the University of Maine at 
Farmington campus.  

The respondents to the survey thought that the main needs were more retail stores and
parking improvements.  In the late 1980s, a Community Development Block Grant provided the 
nucleus for a downtown revitalization effort.  Additional funding was provided by the Town,
MDOT, utilities, and businesses, bringing the total project amount to over $3,000,000.  The 
revitalization of the downtown proved to be more successful than anticipated, and many 
businesses and property owners utilized loans, façade grants, and architectural consulting 
made available through the project. Many downtown buildings were renovated, and all 
storefront vacancies filled during that initiative.  In addition, downtown public facility
infrastructure components were rebuilt and improved, including streets, sidewalks/curbs, storm 
drainage, parking, sewers, water mains, street lighting, etc.

Today, the downtown consists of long-established stores along with new businesses, and the 
revitalization effort undertaken decades ago continues to this day. There is some ongoing 
turnover as new businesses move in and others relocate, but vacancies don't last long.
Several years ago, the Church Street/Cony Street area was improved with new sidewalks, 
curbs, storm drainage, paving, and street lighting.  In addition, the restoration of the historic 
North Church began at the same time with foundation repair and the complete renovation of 
the lower level. There has been significant investment in new commercial property 
development along Front Street in the last decade, the momentum for which was provided by 
the initial revitalization of the downtown area. The Town recently completed the first phase of 
a new upgrade of the Pleasant and Front Street area, with rebuilt sidewalks, curbs, storm 
drainage, and paving.  Meetinghouse Park was also included in this project, with walkway and 
accessibility improvements. Downtown Farmington will continue to thrive with the help of 
continued infrastructure improvements, ongoing business investments, increased marketing,
and an improving economy.
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UMF has built many new parking lots for its students, employees and faculty during the past 
fifteen years, and a Town Parking Committee has worked on long-term solutions to parking
problems in the downtown.  There is now a two-hour parking limit on most downtown on-street 
parking and the main downtown lot, and a new public lot was recently built on Front Street.  
These efforts have markedly improved the downtown parking situation, and the Town recently 
upgraded the twenty ornamental lighting fixtures to improve appearance, nighttime security,
and pedestrian safety.

Major Employers

The major employers in Farmington, according to the Department of Labor, are Franklin 
Memorial Hospital (FMH), the University of Maine at Farmington (UMF), NotifyMD, Wal-Mart, 
Mt. Blue Regional School Unit (RSU 9), Hannaford Supermarket, Sandy River Nursing Care, 
Franklin County, Edgewood Manor, Orchard Park Living Center, and Franklin Printing. The 
top three occupations by category are: management & professional, service, and sales & 
office. There are also a significant number of home occupations such as childcare facilities 
and home-based businesses throughout town.

Business Organizations

The Farmington Downtown Association organizes co-operative marketing efforts including 
advertising, promotions, and special events relating to the downtown business district.  This 
organization also serves as a medium for collective representation of downtown businesses in 
communication with Town government departments that impact the downtown area.

The Franklin County Chamber of Commerce serves the entire region's business community.  
This organization has been active in coordinating co-operative advertising, a visitor’s Guide, 
and a sister city relationship with Lac-Megantic, Quebec.

There are a variety of community service clubs and social and church groups that have played 
an important role in Farmington’s economic development, both through development initiatives 
and through enhancing the quality of life.  Special events such as the annual Franklin County 
Agricultural Fair in Farmington have a substantial economic impact and provide a venue for the 
promotion of local agriculture and other area businesses.

The Farm and Forest Economy

There are a total of 105 farms in Farmington according to the 2007 USDA Census, with about 
12% of these being large commercial operations.  The forest products sector is comprised of 
the chip mill on the Town Farm Road, several small sawmills, a few Christmas tree farms, as 
well as many woodland owners who routinely harvest sawlogs, boltwood, studwood, pulpwood, 
biomass, and firewood.  The contributions that both farm and forest products make to the local 
economy are significant and renewable.  They are fundamental to the long-term stability and 
security of Farmington as they are basic sources of food and fuel.
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Routes 2 & 4 Retail Areas

Routes 2 and 4 along the Wilton and Farmington Falls Roads have a number of retail 
establishments along them, including car and equipment dealers, as well as restaurants, 
motels, and service businesses.  Together with the downtown, these areas are an important 
contributor to the strength of Farmington as a town of regional economic significance.

Economic Development Trends and Opportunities - Commercial Development:

The reconstruction and widening of the Wilton Road portion of the Routes 2 and 4 corridor and 
the rebuilt "Center Bridge", both done in the 90s, enhanced an area already conducive to 
commercial strip development.  Improvements were also made to water and sewer lines along 
this highway to the Wilton town line.  The Wilton Road has experienced much commercial 
growth in Farmington over the past forty years.  Several large undeveloped properties remain 
along this corridor, some of which have potential for off-road “cluster” type of development 
where road openings would be limited to promote traffic safety.

Properties along the Routes 4 and 27 corridor to the north of the downtown district also have 
commercial potential.  The existing land uses along this corridor are a mixture of residential 
and commercial, and much of this highway is served by Town sewer and Farmington Village 
Corporation (FVC) water.  It is likely that the Routes 2 and 27 corridor will continue to develop 
as a mixed use area.

The Route 2 east corridor leading from Center Bridge to Farmington Falls is currently a mix of 
commercial, residential, and light industrial properties. This area also provides access to 
Sandy River valley farmland, which has highly productive soils for agricultural use. There is 
clearly also potential for a transition to more commercial development along this corridor, 
particularly in the areas closest to the town center, which is served by municipal sewer and 
FVC water. Farther out this corridor toward Farmington Falls, agricultural use predominates 
and some of the future economic development in this area will likely be related to and/or 
compatible with this use.

Although not officially dedicated as such, the Town Farm Road is already used by the public as 
a by-pass around the downtown district.  Reconstruction of this road will result in an increase 
in traffic flow and an increase in development along it.  Use of the Town Farm Road by trucks 
as a by-pass relieves the downtown area of this heavy traffic.
.                                                                              
Labor Force

The 2012 unemployment rate in Farmington was 8.7%, lower than the rate for Franklin County 
of 9.3% and higher than the rate for the State of 7.3%.  Table 2-1 shows the labor force figures 
for Farmington, Franklin County, the State of Maine, and seven neighboring communities.
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Source: Maine DOL - Center For Workforce Research and Information (CWRI) 2000, 2010, 2012

Table 2 – 2 displays the comparative unemployment rates for Franklin County, the Farmington 
Labor Market Area* (LMA), and the Town.  Farmington consistently has a lower rate than its 
LMA and the County.

TABLE 2 – 2
LABOR FORCE AND UNEMPLOYMENT FOR FARMINGTON LMA* AND FRANKLIN COUNTY

2007 – 2012 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Franklin County

Labor Force 14,090 14,263 14,444 14,377 14,359 14,310
Employed 13,225 13,267 12,928 12,928 12,973 12,980

Unemployed 865 996 1,516 1,449 1,386 1,340
Unemployment Rate 6.1 7.0 10.5 10.1 9.7 9.3

Farmington LMA*
Labor Force 16,553 16,760 17,000 16,790 16,750 16,690 

Employed 15,536 15,580 15,190 15,070 15,110 15,120 
Unemployed 1,017 1,180 1,810 1,720 1,640 1,570 

Unemployment Rate 6.1 7.0 10.7 10.3 9.8 9.4 

Farmington
Unemployment Rate 4.9 6.0 8.6 9.2 9.0 8.7
Source: Maine DOL - Center For Workforce Research and Information (CWRI) 2000, 2010, 2012
* Farmington LMA: Avon, Carrabassett Valley, Chesterville, Coplin Plantation, Dallas Plantation, Eustis, Farmington, Fayette, Industry, Jay,               

Kingfield, Livermore Falls, Madrid, New Portland, New Sharon, New Vineyard, Phillips, Rangeley, Rangeley Plantation, Sandy River
Plantation, Strong, Temple, Vienna, Weld, Wilton, Wyman.
                                                                                                        

TABLE 2 – 1
RESIDENT LABOR FORCE AND UNEMPLOYMENT BY TOWN

2000, 2010, 2012

Labor Force Number Unemployed Unemployment Rate
2000       2010         2012 2000    2010       2012 2000      2010         2012

Municipality
Chesterville 600        672          668           27       73         65 4.5 %   10.9 %     9.7 % 
Farmington 3,505      3,489       3,485 164     320       303 4.7 %      9.2 %     8.7 %
Industry 356         410           395             7     39       24 2.0 %    9.5 %     6.1 %
New Sharon 700         730           718           32   74       60 4.6 %   10.1 %   8.4 %
New Vineyard 332         327           332              15      28       32 4.5 %   8.6 %   9.6 % 
Strong 568         518          524           41     58       63 7.2 %   11.2 %   12.0 % 
Temple 314         277          279           10        23            24 3.2 %      8.3 %    8.6 % 
Wilton 1,937      1,855       1,823   101    198       161 5.2 %    10.7 %   8.8 %

Franklin County 14,365    14,377      14,323  708 1,449       1,337  4.9 %   10.1 %    9.3 %
State of Maine 672,440  700,990    706,097 22,055  57,492   1,596  3.3 %      8.2 %    7.3 % 
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Jobs by Industrial Sectors and Occupations

Table 2 – 3 contains a jobs breakdown in Farmington from the 2010 Census by number and 
percentage, and also contains the employment breakdown for the State of Maine and the 
nation by percentage. In 2010, one out of three jobs (33.4%) in Farmington were in education, 
health, and social services, compared to 23.2% statewide.  The second highest category was 
retail trade at 14.7% compared to 13.5% statewide, and the third highest was food, lodging, 
and entertainment at 10.7% compared to the state at 7.1%.
                     

TABLE 2 – 3
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF JOBS IN FARMINGTON BY INDUSTRIAL SECTOR

2010

Industry Number Percent Maine Avg. Nat'l. Avg.
Agriculture & Forestry 97 2.3 % 2.6 % 1.9 %
Construction 222 5.3 % 6.9 % 6.8 %
Manufacturing 424 10.0 %       14.2 % 14.0 %
Wholesale 80 1.9 % 3.4 % 3.6 %
Retail 617 14.7 %       13.5 % 11.7 %
Transportation & Utilities 95 2.3 % 4.3 % 5.2 %
Information 66 1.6 % 2.5 % 3.1 %
Finance, insurance, real estate 271 6.4 % 6.2 % 6.9 %
Professional, administrative, mgt. 136 3.2 % 6.9 % 9.3 %
Education, health, social services 1,407 33.4 %       23.2 % 19.9 %
Food, lodging, entertainment, rec. 450 10.7 % 7.1 % 7.9 %
Other Services 207 4.9 % 4.7 % 4.9 %
Public Administration 139 3.3 % 4.5 % 4.8 %
Source:  U.S. Census 2010                   
                                             
Table 2-4 exhibits the occupations of jobs in Farmington by number and percentage.  The 
highest percentage categories were of those in management and professional occupations 
(29.4%), followed by sales and office occupations (25.8%), and then service occupations
(20.5%).  The other categories in order of rank were production, transportation, and material 
moving occupations (13.9%), construction, extraction and maintenance occupations (8.9%), 
and farming & forestry occupations (1.2%).

Clearly, UMF, FMH, and RSU 9 account for a significant percentage of the management and 
professional occupations, and the high percentage of service and sales occupations reflect 
Farmington's position as a business center.  
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Source:  U.S. Census, 2010

Income

Table 2-5 displays the 2000 and 2010 per capita incomes for Farmington, the seven 
surrounding communities, Franklin County and the State.  Farmington experienced a 41.3%
jump in income over this ten-year period increasing from $13,982 in 2000 to $19,758 in 2010.
The per capita income in Farmington was lower than the comparable County and State figures.

TABLE 2 – 5
PER CAPITA INCOME

2000 – 2010

Municipality 2000 2010    Percentage Change
   Chesterville $15,376 $20,340 32.3%
   Farmington $13,982 $19,758 41.3%
   Industry $14,403 $19,395 34.6%
   New Sharon $15,690 $20,756 32.3%
   New Vineyard $15,268 $20,198 32.3%
   Strong $14,232 $18,827 32.3%
   Temple $16,905 $22,764 34.6%
   Wilton $17,702 $17,458 -1.4%
Franklin County $15,796 $20,838 32.0%
State of Maine $19,533 $25,385 30.0%
Source:  U.S. Department of Commerce 2000, 2010; U.S. Census 2000, 2010

Median household income in Farmington was lower than the County level ($36,185 vs 
$38,634), and both of these were lower than State level ($45,734) in 2010. The percentage of 
households in Farmington that made less than $25,000 per year, 46%, was higher than the 
State level of 32.6%.  The percentage of households in Farmington that made less than 
$50,000 per year, 82%, was higher than the State level of 65%. The median family income 
levels for Farmington and the County lagged far behind that for the State as a whole. 

TABLE 2 – 4
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGES OF JOBS IN FARMINGTON BY OCCUPATION

2010

Occupation Number Percent Maine Avg. Nat'l Avg.
Management, professional and related occupations 1,239 29.4 % 31.6 % 33.6 %
Service occupations    863 20.5 % 15.3 % 14.9 %
Sales and office occupations 1,087 25.8 % 25.9 % 26.7 %
Farming & forestry occupations     64 1.5 % 1.7 % 0.74 %
Construction, extraction, and maintenance occ. 373 8.9 % 10.3 % 9.5 %
Production, transportation, and material moving occ. 585 13.9 % 15.3 % 14.6 %
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TABLE 2 – 6
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD AND FAMILY INCOMES

2010

                      Median Household Income Median Family Income
Farmington $36,185 $48,980
Franklin County $38,634 $48,634
Maine $45,734 $58,185
Source:  U.S. Census, 2010                                                                                                

Commuter Patterns

About 62% of the labor force in Farmington is employed in the town itself, two thirds of 
commuters drive alone, 15% carpool, and 13% walk to work.

Taxable Sales

Taxable sales can be used to analyze the strength (or weakness) of a local economy. Table 
2-7 highlights total consumer retail sales information for the Farmington Economic Summary 
Area (ESA)* and the State from 2007 to 2012. Sales in the Farmington ESA decreased 4.16%
from $177,339,000 in 2007 to $169,956,000 in 2012. State taxable retail sales increased just 
under a half a percent during the same period.

TABLE 2 – 7
TOTAL CONSUMER TAXABLE RETAIL SALES

2007 – 2012 

Farmington ESA* State of Maine
2007 $177,339,000 $17,419,324,000
2008 $176,328,000 $17,155,737,000
2009 $164,688,000 $16,015,456,000
2010 $168,431,000 $16,447,966,000
2011 $170,163,000 $17,027,634,000
2012 $169,956,000 $17,502,156,000
% change 2007-2012 - 4.16%                      0.48%
Source:  Governor's Office of Policy & Management, 2012
*Farmington ESA: Allens Mills, Avon, Chesterville, Dryden, E. Dixfield, Farmington, Industry, New Sharon, New Vineyard, Phillips, Strong, 

Temple, Weld, Wilton

Table 2 – 8 displays the 2007 and 2012 taxable sales information by product group for the 
Farmington ESA, with the largest group being Total Retail Sales. There were marked changes 
in the percentages between 2007 and 2012 reflecting the recession.  All sales decreased
except Food Store Sales (predominately non-food taxable items), which increased 23.4%,
Restaurant Sales, which increased 8.12%, and Lodging Sales, which increased 78.51% (most 
likely due to the opening of a new 86-room motel in the area).
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TABLE 2 – 8
TOTAL TAXABLE RETAIL SALES BY PRODUCT GROUP

2007 - 2012

2007
Farmington ESA*

2012
Farmington ESA*

% Change
2007 - 2012

Consumer Retail Sales $163,916,000 $157,610,000 - 3.85 %
Total Retail Sales $177,339,000 $169,956,000 - 4.16 %
Building Supply Sales $ 23,721,000 $ 20,563,000 -13.31 %
Food Store Sales $ 17,670,000 $ 21,804,000           23.40 %
General Merchandise $ 50,485,000 $ 47,138,000    - 6.63 %
Other Retail Sales $ 16,281,000 $ 15,821,000 - 2.83 %
Automotive Sales $ 36,372,000 $ 30,110,000 - 17.22 %
Restaurant Sales $ 17,666,000 $ 19,100,000    8.12 %
Lodging Sales $ 1,722,000 $ 3,074,000     78.51 %
Source: Governor's Office of Policy & Management, 2012
*Farmington ESA: Allens Mills, Avon, Chesterville, Dryden, E. Dixfield, Farmington, Industry, New Sharon, New Vineyard, Phillips, Strong, 
Temple, Weld, Wilton

Taxable sales information is categorized into nine product groups, defined as follows:

1.  Consumer Retail Sales.  Taxable retail sales to consumers.

2.  Total Retail Sales. Includes Consumer Retail Sales plus special types of business-to-           
business sales and rentals where the tax is paid directly by the buyer (such as commercial
or industrial heating oil purchases).

3.  Building Supply.  Durable equipment sales, contractors’ sales, hardware stores and lumber 
yards.

4.  Food Stores.  All food stores from large supermarkets to small corner food stores.  The
values here are snacks and non-food items only; since food intended for home
consumption is not taxed.  For any geographic area, the taxable values shown will typically 
represent roughly 25% of actual store sales (since three-fourths of all food store sales are 
not taxed).

5.  General Merchandise.  In this group are department stores and stores carrying product 
lines typically found in department stores; including clothing stores, furniture stores, shoe 
stores, and home appliance stores.

6.  Other Retail.  This group includes a wide variety of store types not covered elsewhere, 
including drug stores, jewelry stores, sporting goods stores, antique dealers, book stores, 
photo supply stores, gift shops, etc.

7.  Auto.  This group includes all transportation-related stores, including auto dealers, auto 
parts stores, motorcycle shops, aircraft dealers, boat dealers, auto rental, etc.
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8.  Restaurants.  Includes all stores selling food for immediate consumption.

9.  Lodging.  Includes hotels, motels, campgrounds, bed & breakfasts, etc.

* Definitions provided by the Governor's Office of Policy & Management, 2012. 

Summary

The role of Farmington as a commercial and service center for the surrounding region will 
continue as it is the financial, governmental, and educational hub of the area. As incremental
commercial development continues to occur, more consumers are drawn into town and this 
growth spurs an increased demand for services. Fortunately, the rate at which this process 
continues is manageable, meaning it can be accommodated within the contexts of utility 
infrastructure capacity, delivery of municipal services, and local land-use planning regulation.
Typically, such commercial growth produces sufficient revenues to more than cover any 
increased municipal service costs. 

Because of the three major State highways (Rts. 2, 4, 27) serving town and the limited space 
for development in the downtown area, future growth will likely occur along these peripheral 
routes.  Under Town land use ordinances, the Planning Board can regulate development in 
these areas to help preserve the small town atmosphere of Farmington and its outlying village
areas. In addition, under the Zoning Ordinance, Farmington has set aside two deep General 
Purpose district areas for future commercial/industrial development, one on Rt. 4 (Wilton 
Road) and another on Rt. 2 (Farmington Falls Road).

Continued cooperation between business organizations, service groups, and other community 
entities has helped develop Farmington’s economy in the past, for both small and large 
businesses, and it is expected that these linkages will continue to strengthen in the future.                        

Goals

The Town of Farmington is dedicated to maintaining its existing job base to the greatest extent 
possible and to the creation of additional new jobs whenever there is an opportunity to do so, 
with the goal being a healthy mix of stable, diverse occupations.  The Town will continue to 
work cooperatively with the Farmington Downtown Association, the Chamber of Commerce,
the Greater Franklin Development Corporation, the Western Mountain Alliance, and other 
organizations to encourage job creation, to attract tourists, and to promote the assets of the 
community to prospective residents, developers and businesses.

The Town will continue to pursue public/private cooperation to create additional downtown 
parking, to better utilize existing downtown parking, and to place attractive directional signs on 
area highways to direct motorists to the downtown and its attractions. Through its Zoning 
Ordinance, the Town will ensure that all new and renovated facades in the Village Business 
Historic District are designed and built in a manner that complements the predominant visual 
character and quality exhibited by the existing buildings in this district.
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In addition to the above, the Town will continue working with planners, consultants, architects, 
engineers, and the Maine Dept. of Transportation, during their development of site, highway,
and traffic plans for projects, to keep Farmington an attractive, viable, safe, and accessible 
regional commercial center.  This effort includes working with property owners and 
encouraging the development of deep lots for commerce and light industry in order to regulate 
strip development and limit sprawl.

A need for a public restroom downtown has been discussed for many years.  However, due to 
financial constraints such as construction, operation, and maintenance costs, as well as an 
appropriate location, the project has been deemed unachievable at this time.



SECTION 3.  HOUSING
___________________________________________________________________________

State Goal

To encourage and promote affordable, decent housing opportunities for all Maine citizens.

Policies

The Town follows the minimum policies required to address State goals which are:

To encourage and promote adequate workforce housing to support the community’s and 
region’s economic development; and

To ensure that land use controls encourage the development of quality affordable housing, 
including rental housing; and

To encourage and support the efforts of the regional housing coalitions in addressing 
affordable and workforce housing needs.

Strategies

The Town follows the minimum strategies required to address State goals which are:

To maintain, enact, or amend growth area land use regulations to increase density, decrease 
lot size, setbacks and road widths, or provide incentives such as density bonuses, to 
encourage the development of affordable/workforce housing, and

To maintain, enact or amend ordinances to allow the addition of at least one accessory 
apartment per dwelling unit in growth areas, subject to site suitability; and

To create or continue to support a community affordable/workforce housing committee and/or 
regional affordable housing coalition; and  

To designate a location(s) in growth areas where mobile home parks are allowed pursuant to 
30-A M.R.S. §4358(3)(M) and where manufactured housing is allowed pursuant to 30-A
M.R.S. §4358(2); and

To support the efforts of local and regional housing coalitions in addressing affordable and 
workforce housing needs; and 

To seek to achieve a level of at least 10% of new residential development built or placed 
during the next decade be affordable.
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The following sections include an inventory of Farmington’s housing stock, and an analysis of 
the housing growth that has taken place within the town, the seven adjacent communities, in 
Franklin County, and the State.

Changes in Year-Round Housing Stock

Although Farmington’s population grew by 350 from 7,410 in 2000 to 7,760 in 2010, the State 
Government Data Center projects that it will decline to 7,429 in 2030. The conclusion from this 
projection might be that Farmington currently has enough units available to service that future 
population.  The reason this is not the case, is that even when the town's population shrank by 
26 between 1990 and 2000 (7,436 to 7,410), its housing units grew by 215 units during that 
period due to the continuing decline in household size, resulting from both lower birthrates and 
a continuing increase in older "boomer" ("empty-nest") households. There is also the strong 
likelihood that, contrary to the State's projections, Farmington will grow in the future.                                  

Table 3-1 includes a summary of the changes in total year-round housing stock since 1990.  
Between 1990 and 2000, Farmington experienced a 7.6% increase in the number of year-
round housing units.  In 2010, there were 3,441 year-round housing units, an increase of 
12.9% from 2000.

TABLE 3 – 1
CHANGES IN TOTAL YEAR-ROUND HOUSING STOCK

         Total Units              Increase
Municipality 1990 2000 2010 1990-2000 2000-2010

Chesterville 371 684 779 313 84.3 % 95 13.9 %
Farmington 2,833 3,048 3,441 215 7.6 % 393 12.9 %
Industry 266 487 625 221 83 % 138 28.3 %
New Sharon 445 598 700 153 34.4 % 102 17.0 %
New Vineyard 273 432 503 159 58.2 % 71 16.4 %
Strong 493 614 634 121 24.5 % 22 3.3 %
Temple 215 316 327 101 47 % 11 3.5 %
Wilton 1,688 1882 2025 194 11.5 % 143 7.6 %

Franklin County 11,719 19,159 21,709 7440 63.5 % 2,550 13.3 %
Total State 499,006 651,901 721,830 152,895 30.6 % 69,929 10.7 %
Source:  U.S. Census, 1990, 2000, & 2010            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Although Farmington does not have a building permit ordinance, the Code Office has a Project 
Registration Form that is used to track new development and housing growth. Farmington’s 
assessing records reported 197 new single-family homes in Farmington from 2001 to 2010.  
These homes tended to be constructed for higher income families and retirees from outside 
the local area. The balance of the new housing units in this ten year period were the 196 new 
rental units added through new construction or the renovation of older buildings into multi-unit.
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Occupancy Rates

Table 3–2 contains information on the number of persons per dwelling unit, as reported in the 
Census for 1980, 1990, 2000, and 2010 for Farmington, the seven reference communities, 
Franklin County, and the State of Maine.  

Farmington averaged 2.17 persons per household in 2010, the lowest of the seven reference 
communities, Franklin County, and the State of Maine. The large number of college and 
elderly housing units is the most likely cause of this low Farmington statistic, though this 
demographic shift to smaller households is prevalent throughout this region, the county, and 
the State.  

TABLE 3 – 2
DECLINE IN OCCUPANCY RATES (Persons per Dwelling)

Municipality 1980 1990 2000 2010
Chesterville 3.0 2.8 2.5 2.46
Farmington 2.7 2.4 2.2 2.17
Industry 2.7 2.8 2.6 2.47
New Sharon 2.8 2.8 2.5 2.41
New Vineyard 3.1 2.8 2.6 2.33
Strong 2.7 2.6 2.5 2.45
Temple 3.0 2.8 2.5 2.34
Wilton 2.8 2.7 2.5 2.41

Franklin County 2.8 2.6 2.4 2.28
State of Maine 2.8 2.6 2.4 2.32
Source:  U.S. Census, 1980, 1990, 2000, and 2010

Subsidized Housing

Table 3-3 reveals the dominant role Farmington plays as the location of much of the region's 
subsidized housing, a full 50% of the total of all types available in Franklin County.  

TABLE 3 – 3
SUBSIDIZED HOUSING UNITS – 2010

Municipality Disabled Family    Voucher Senior    Spec.Needs  Total
Chesterville 0 0 3 0 0 3
Farmington 54 94 92 137 0 377
Industry 0 0 4 0 0 4
New Sharon 0 0 1 0 0 1
New Vineyard 0 0 5 0 0 5
Strong 0 1 0 20 0 21
Temple 0 0 1 0 0 1
Wilton 0 34 32 71 0 137

Franklin County 54 190 160 352 0 756
State of Maine 1,339 14,338 15,207 16,226 46 47,156

Source:  U.S. Census, 2010                                          3 - 3



Housing Conditions

Table 3-4 shows the 2010 Census data for substandard housing based on incomplete kitchens 
and incomplete bathrooms.  While it is not known exactly what the census used for criteria in 
determining the incompleteness of either kitchens or bathrooms, other than just asking the 
respondent whether these facilities were complete or not, the resulting averages appear 
historically accurate, as do the variances between towns, county, and State, based on former 
surveys of this type. The determination of substandard is fairly subjective, and it can be based 
on the deficiency of just one component. 

TABLE 3 - 4
PERCENT SUBSTANDARD HOUSING UNITS - 2010

Municipality % Incomplete Kitchen % Incomplete Bathroom Avg. %
Chesterville 3.4% 5.1% 4.3%
Farmington 2.3% 2.3% 2.3%
Industry 7.1% 8.9% 8.0%
New Sharon 3.4% 5.9% 4.7%
New Vineyard 15.9% 8.9% 12.4%
Strong 10.5% 1.5% 6.0%
Temple 16.0% 3.8% 9.9%
Wilton 3.8% 1.0% 2.4%

Franklin County 1.6% 2.0% 1.8%
State of Maine 1.1% 1.0% 1.1%
Source:  U.S. Census, 2010

Housing Affordability - Owner Occupied

In 2010, according to the U.S. Census, 1,743 or 58% of the households in Farmington couldn’t 
afford the median home price of $126,500. 

Some first-time home buyers are finding it difficult to purchase affordable homes because of 
financial circumstances and the current economic environment, and additionally, lower cost 
housing such as mobile homes are not easily financed.  Nevertheless, overall there are
currently adequate housing units available to service the owner-occupied population.
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TABLE 3 - 5
Median Home Price 2010

Municipality
Median 

Sale  
Price

Median 
Household 

Income

Income to
Afford 
Median

Home Price

Affordable 
at Median 

Income

Households 
Unable to

Afford Median
Home Price

Chesterville $116,250 $37,000 $35,352 $119,455 259 (48.7%)
Farmington $126,500 $36,185 $38,470 $106,429 1,743 (58.3%)
Industry $100,000 $41,500 $24,055 $162,760 102 (30.0%)
New Sharon $ 50,000 $42,353 $15,058 $135,532 86 (14.2%)
New Vineyard * $47,232 * * *
Strong $ 85,000** $37,969 $28,464** $107,343** 188 (38.6%)
Temple * $48,150 * * *
Wilton $ 93,875 $34,438 $29,467 $119,028 703 (40.1%)

Franklin County $127,000 $40,502 $37,311 $128,057 6,213 (49.7%)
State of Maine $162,000 $47,898 $47,321 $156,432 297,322 (53.0%)
Source:  U.S. Census 2010 (*unavailable) (**2006)

There are several agencies in the area that assist low income families with repair and 
insulation of homes.  These include Western Maine Community Action, Community Concepts, 
Coastal Enterprises Inc., and the Mission at the Eastward.  These agency resources are 
usually under heavy demand.  In 2010, Farmington was awarded a Community Development 
Block Grant for the Housing Assistance program to rehabilitate and weatherize 17 mobile 
home units at the "82 High Street" site. Plans are currently being developed to replace 13 
apartment units at the same site.

Western Maine Community Action has programs that assist low-income families with qualified
housing needs through low-interest loans to make home improvements and repair substandard 
conditions.  Community Concepts has a program for low income families that assists with the 
construction of new homes.  Coastal Enterprises, Inc. offers financing for buyers and 
developers of housing properties serving low and moderate income people.  USDA/Rural 
Development is active in providing home ownership and repair to the low-moderate income 
and elderly through its 502 and 504 programs.

The Town's Zoning Ordinance encourages affordable housing by allowing single-family and 
duplex dwellings in every zoning district, which are only subject to setback requirements and 
the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code (MUBEC).  A Building Registration Form (for the 
Assessor) and a Project Registration Form (for the Code Enforcement Office) are all that is 
required by the Town, in addition to plumbing permits and a third-party inspection under 
MUBEC which the owner or contractor independently obtain.
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Housing Affordability - Renter Occupied

In 2010, according to U.S. Census data, 802 or 62% of renter households in town couldn’t 
afford the average $747 for a two bedroom rental. Those earning 80% or less of the median 
income have difficulty affording the average two bedroom rent.  

Source:  U.S. Census 2010 

TABLE 3 - 7
Average 2-Bedroom Rent with Utilities

(2010 unless otherwise noted)

Municipality Average Rent
Chesterville *
Farmington $747/mo.
Industry $641/mo. (2005)
New Sharon $968/mo. (2008)
New Vineyard *
Strong $649/mo. (2008)
Temple $668/mo. (2007)
Wilton $622/mo. (2008)

Franklin County $793/mo.
State of Maine $820/mo.
Source:  U.S. Census 2010, State Planning Office (*unavailable)

Farmington does have low-moderate income affordable housing units at Blueberry Hill, Ethel 
Walton House, Hazel Thompson House, Deer Crossing Apartments, Farmington Court, M.C. 
Smith Apartments, Sherwood Apartments, and 82 High Street, Inc.  These units are usually 
filled and have a waiting list.  There were 377 subsidized rental units as of 2010.  Farmington 
Hills Housing is the only new affordable rental housing complex built in the last 25 years that 
serves either families or elderly individuals of low-moderate income. There are an additional 
32 units of subsidized low/moderate income elderly housing recently built at Brookside 
Village in Fairbanks.
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TABLE 3 - 6
MEDIAN RENTAL HOUSING 2010

Farmington Franklin County Maine
Average 2 Bedroom Rent with Utilities $747 $793 $820
Percentage of Renter Households Unable 
to Afford Average 2 Bedroom Rent

62% 61% 56%

Number of Renter Households Unable to 
Afford Average 2 Bedroom Rent 

802 1,941 84,920



TABLE 3 – 8
SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT UNITS

Name Type Number
Blueberry Hill Family 24
Ethel Walton House Elderly 39
Hazel Thompson House Elderly 40
Terrace Apartments Family 4
Deer Crossing Apartments Elderly 24
Farmington Court Elderly 24
M.C. Smith Elderly 10
Sherwood Family 15
Farmington Hills Family 13
Scattered Sites Elderly/Family 184
TOTAL 377

Source:  Maine State Housing Authority.

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 36% of the housing units in Farmington were renter 
occupied in 2010.  Many of the University of Maine at Farmington students rent housing units 
off-campus, which is a significant factor.  The majority of Farmington’s rental units are of older 
construction.  Mobile homes are a source of affordable housing, but there are still many that 
are substandard. 

Multi-family (three or more units) dwellings are allowed in all zones with Planning Board 
approval.  The Zoning Ordinance permits four units per acre under Open Space Residential 
Development (OSRD) in all districts except for Village Commercial and Village Business.  All 
OSRD projects are subject to land use standards and Planning Board approval.

Affordable Housing - Manufactured Homes

The Town of Farmington Zoning Ordinance allows mobile homes in all districts except Village 
Commercial, Village Business (including Historic), and Village Residential, where only modular 
homes are allowed.  

In 2011, Farmington had a total of ten mobile home parks, where a total of 193 mobile homes 
are located. They include: Mills (13 units), Sunrise Village (29 units), 82 High Street (18 units), 
Performance Properties, LLC (9 units), Bubier (31 units), Twin Birches (9 units), Silver Maple 
(19 units), Cascade Leisure (36 units), Evergreen (13 units), and Vining (15 units).  

Three of the parks (Vining, Sunrise Village, and Cascade Leisure) have the potential to 
increase the amount of units.  The Farmington Zoning Ordinance provides performance
standards for used manufactured housing (modular units and mobile homes) either being 
moved within town or being brought into town.  Mobile homes and mobile home parks are not 
allowed in the Village Commercial, Village Business (including Historic), and Village 
Residential districts.  
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SECTION 4. TRANSPORTATION
___________________________________________________________________________

Introduction

State Routes 2, 4, and 27 serve as the major traffic arteries in the region that link Farmington 
to Skowhegan and Rumford (to the east and west), and Augusta and Kingfield (to the south 
and north).  These major roads must remain efficient conveyors of people and goods, capacity 
must be maintained, and side “friction” from development minimized through effective 
planning.  This can be accomplished if Farmington and other Towns on these routes within the 
region continue to work cooperatively with the Maine Department of Transportation (MDOT) to 
maintain existing capacity and speed limits, and apply uniform access standards and zoning 
requirements to development along these routes.  

As budgets allow, the Town continues to maintain and improve its roads for vehicle travel and 
its sidewalks for pedestrian use. In 2006, daily mini-bus service provided by Western Maine 
Transportation Services began with door to door service for Farmington and Wilton.  The Town 
also strives to maintain and improve upon the regional network of snowmobile trails, and the 
“Rail Trail”, and to work with other communities and the State to utilize some of these trails for 
bicycle paths, cross-country skiing, and hiking.

Sensible Transportation Policy Act

The Sensible Transportation Policy Act (23 M.R.S. §73) requires that the State and the Maine 
Department of Transportation (MDOT) establish linkage between that Act and the Growth 
Management Act. Therefore, the transportation section of this plan has been developed in 
accordance with the Sensible Transportation Policy Act in order to be consistent with the 
Growth Management Act.

The Sensible Transportation Policy Act (23 M.R.S. §73) also states that decisions regarding 
the State’s transportation network are vital to the well-being of Maine citizens, to the economic 
health of the State, and to the quality of life that the citizens treasure and seek to protect.  
These decisions have sometimes profound and long-lasting impacts on the natural resources 
of the State, including its air quality, land, and water.

Goals 

The Town of Farmington's main transportation goal is to sustain an efficient system of roads 
that safely maintains good traffic flow, minimizes congestion, and recognizes the economic 
importance of the highway network.  The Town will continue working cooperatively with MDOT
to assess needs and problems as well as to identify opportunities for making improvements.

Under its Access Management Standards, Zoning Ordinance, and Site Review process, the
Town wants to ensure that highway traffic flow remains unimpeded by requiring professional 
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site engineering for major developments, and encouraging road design that provides safety by 
requiring adequate lighting, sufficient sight lines, proper signage, and setbacks. 

The Town will encourage, and in some cases require, major business developments to create 
service roads and/or interconnections between parking areas, the purpose of which is to 
lessen curb cuts and increase driveway safety on the major through routes.  The Town will 
also encourage developments serviced by their own traffic lights to provide access to that 
intersection for adjoining businesses unless such access would be detrimental to their 
business and/or safety.

The Town will continue working with UMF to ensure that possible student/downtown parking 
conflicts are addressed and to seek a resolution to the conflicts between UMF pedestrians and 
vehicles on South, Main, and High Streets, as well as to work to ensure that the needs of 
cyclists are also accommodated when possible.

Policies

The Town follows the minimum policies required to address State goals which are:

To prioritize community and regional needs associated with safe, efficient, and optimal use of 
transportation systems; and

To safely and efficiently preserve or improve the transportation system; and

To promote public health, protect natural and cultural resources, and enhance livability by
managing land use in ways that maximize the efficiency of the transportation system and 
minimize increases in vehicle miles traveled; and

To meet the diverse transportation needs of residents (including children, the elderly and 
disabled) and through travelers by providing a safe, efficient, and adequate transportation 
network for all types of users (motor vehicles, pedestrians, bicyclists); and

To promote fiscal prudence by maximizing the efficiency of the State or State-Aid highway 
network.

Strategies

The Town follows the minimum strategies required to address State goals which are:

To continue to update a prioritized ten-year improvement, maintenance, and repair plan for 
local/regional transportation system facilities that reflects community, regional, and state 
objectives; and 

To actively participate in regional and State transportation and land use planning efforts; and



4-3

To enact and amend local ordinances as appropriate to be consistent with local, regional, and 
State transportation policies; and

To enact and amend local ordinances as appropriate to address or avoid conflicts with:

a. Policy objectives of the Sensible Transportation Policy Act (23 M.R.S. §73); and

b. State access management regulations pursuant to 23 M.R.S. §704; and

c. State traffic permitting regulations for large developments pursuant to 23 M.R.S. 
§704-A; and 

To enact and amend ordinance standards for subdivisions and for public and private roads as 
appropriate to foster transportation-efficient growth patterns and provide for future street and 
transit connections; and 

To work with MDOT as appropriate to address deficiencies in the system or conflicts between 
local, regional, and State priorities for the local transportation system.

Analyses and Key Issues

Roads, Bridges, Sidewalks, and Bicycle Routes

Concerns for transportation system safety and efficiency in the community and region, and 
plans to address these concerns:

Farmington's Transportation Advisory Committee meets periodically to discuss transportation 
safety and efficiency.  Their main concern is focused on the heavily travelled roads where most 
accidents occur, which are Routes 2, 4, 43, 27, and the Town Farm Road.  

Another traffic concern on Routes 2 and 4, the Wilton Road, is that for much of its length there 
is no paved shoulder or center turning lane. The location of a major truck stop at the mid-point 
of the Wilton Road compounds this problem. Many accidents on this road are the result of 
vehicles slowing and stopping to turn left and cross two lanes against traffic.  Speeding is also 
a problem on these routes, and the Farmington Police Department focuses much of their 
routine patrolling in this area.

Conflicts caused by multiple road uses, with major State routes passing through the 
community and its downtown that serve as local service roads as well:

Heavy truck traffic coming into Farmington from the north and south on Routes 2, 4, and 27 
use both Main Street and Town Farm Road to continue south and north.  This Main Street 
truck traffic adds to the congestion downtown, and it is also a safety issue as this is the center
of the UMF campus with many pedestrian crosswalks.

Truck traffic on the Town Farm Road, while relieving the downtown area, burdens this road 
which needs complete reconstruction to safely continue serving the increasing traffic on it.  The 
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location of a chip mill and a large excavation contracting business on the Town Farm Road 
also points up the need to improve this heavily used road.  

Another chronic problem are the heavily loaded tractor trailers that, when approaching traffic 
lights on Routes 2 and 4, often fail to slow down and subsequently run red lights when unable 
to stop for them.

Impacts of State and regional transportation plans on current and future community plans, and
actions to address identified impacts:

The Town’s Transportation Advisory Committee continues to work with MDOT to develop 
solutions for the much needed improvements to State and Town roads to provide a safe and 
efficient transportation network throughout the local area and larger region.

Coordination of the Town's land use regulations with MDOT, regional, and local objectives for 
transportation system facilities in the community.  Effect of growth areas located on arterial 
highways on the ability of the arterials to safely and efficiently move traffic:

The Town of Farmington’s Zoning Ordinance includes transportation access management 
standards, and the Site Review Ordinance includes traffic and parking performance standards. 
These are intended to be applied to developments in a manner that keeps traffic flowing 
smoothly and safely on the roads and arterials within the Town. Most of Farmington’s 
potential growth areas are located on arterial highways (Routes 2, 4, 27), therefore it is 
imperative that the Planning Board thoroughly review development proposals in these areas.

The Town's schedule for regular investments in road maintenance and improvement, and use 
of MDOT Urban-Rural initiative Program (URIP) funds to off-set municipal road improvement 
costs:

The Town recently completed a long-needed comprehensive reconstruction of Voter Hill Road, 
and will next do the same to Morrison Hill Road.  The Town has embarked on a long-term 
reconstruction plan for local streets, and there are warrant articles at regular Town Meetings 
for voter approval to continue this road reconstruction using a combination of local and URIP 
funds.

Concerns regarding Town policies and standards for design, construction, and maintenance of 
public and private local roads and bridges:

Deterioration of Town roads remains a major concern.  Increased traffic flow and the 
intersecting of four major State highways in Farmington has greatly increased the workload of
the Farmington Public Works Department and the Town cost of maintaining these roads.

The Sandy River bank erosion adjacent to the Whittier Road was recently mitigated in a major 
stabilization project which avoided the high cost of relocating this road if it had collapsed into 
the river. The Town Public Works Department seasonally removes sand from an adjacent bar 
in an effort to keep the opposite bank stable and the Whittier Road intact.  The Town will strive 
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to keep the NRPA permit for this sand harvesting active through cooperatively working with the 
property owner and DEP.  This is a cost effective effort as the Town obtains low cost winter 
sand in this process, while mitigating erosion and preserving the costly stabilization work done.

Sufficient funding for road maintenance, repair, and reconstruction is a constant issue for the 
Town's Public Works Director and this department. Farmington is fortunate that its two major 
bridges over the Sandy River, Center Bridge (Routes 2, 4, and 27) and Fairbanks Bridge 
(Route 4) were reconstructed to modern standards by MDOT within the past 25 years, and 
these are sufficient in capacity and condition for probably another 25 years.  Two other bridges 
that connect Farmington with Chesterville are in serious need of reconstruction: the 
Farmington Falls Bridge (Route 41) over the Sandy River which is concrete, was built in 1927,
and is in poor condition and very narrow; and the Green Bridge (Route 156) over Wilson 
Stream which is steel, and also old and very narrow. MDOT is currently considering posting a 
weight limit on the Green Bridge.

The possibility of a new bridge for snowmobiles, bicycles, ATVs and pedestrians over the 
Sandy River has been studied and is planned for the future.  At the present time, there is 
insufficient funding to develop this much needed facility. In the future, however, funds from a 
newly-established Downtown TIF (Tax Increment Financing) Program may be used to 
construct this bridge.

Parking

Parking issues in the community:

Parking has always been a major issue in the downtown area, due to multiple demands on it 
by employees, business owners, shoppers, tourists, and the UMF campus.  

The downtown "municipal lot" lost many of its spaces several years ago when a property 
owner privately reclaimed a large portion that the Town had ceased leasing for public use
some years prior.

UMF has built many new lots in recent years, which has greatly helped to alleviate this 
problem, and Franklin Savings recently built a new lot for public use on Front Street.      

Use of local parking standards to promote development in desired areas versus driving it to 
outlying areas:

The Town off Farmington’s Zoning Ordinance and Site Review Ordinance address off-street 
parking and loading in regards to a change of use or new construction, by requiring that off-
street on-site parking areas be provided for new uses and developments in order for there to 
be adequate parking for the occupants, employees, visitors, and customers.

The downtown is in an area exempt from these parking requirements, therefore businesses 
can continue to locate there without having to create additional spaces.  Designated growth 
areas where these requirements apply have ample space for the provision of new parking,
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while there is scant room for new parking downtown without the clearance of valuable 
buildings. UMF's construction of many new lots for faculty, employee, student, and visitor 
parking has greatly helped to free up the availability of downtown parking for shoppers.  

Town ordinances consider safety in parking lot layout, circulation for vehicles, and pedestrians:

The Town's Zoning Ordinance includes detailed standards and requirements regarding the 
development of parking lots, including layout dimensions, traffic aisles, pedestrian safety, and
other elements.  The purpose of this is to result in development that provides ample but not 
excessive parking areas, with safe access to and from public and private roads

Community investments to expand or improve parking:

Several downtown businesses have risen to the challenge by creating new parking for their 
employees and customers, and in some cases the general public as well.  Several developers 
have attempted to put together a financial package to develop a multi-level parking structure 
downtown, but this has not proven to be economically feasible.  

Other Modes of Transportation

Transit services available to meet the current and future needs of community residents:

In 2006, daily mini-bus service provided by the Western Maine Transportation Services began 
with door to door service for Farmington and Wilton for shopping trips. Appointments are 
required, and there is a minimal fee. Farmington residents are also fortunate to have the 
services of a private taxi business.

Rail Trail:

The State Department of Conservation acquired the old standard railroad bed in town and 
rehabilitated its surface into a viable multi-use trail in town for pedestrians, bicycles, ATVs, 
snowmobiles, and mopeds, and it has access to many of the town's businesses and services.

Bus Service:

Years ago, Farmington was served by a bus service known as the "Blue Line".  While this is 
long gone, tour busses now frequently stop in the downtown, and on-street spaces are 
reserved with cones to accommodate these with advance notice.

Park-n-Ride:

A park-n-ride lot at the intersection of Routes 2, 4, and 27 is a valuable and heavily used 
facility at this convenient and prominent location.
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Walkable Community Audit Workshop of Front Street

Introduction

The Androscoggin Valley Council of Governments (AVCOG), in cooperation with Maine 
Department of Transportation (MaineDOT), conducted a Walkable Community Audit Workshop 
of Front Street in downtown Farmington on May 23, 2011.  Front Street, which begins at the 
Intervale (Route 4) and ends at lower Broadway, is parallel to, and west of, Main Street.

Front Street is adjacent to the University of Maine at Farmington (UMF) athletic fields and is 
used by pedestrians, bicyclists and motorists.  Numerous businesses are located on Front 
Street, as is a UMF student parking lot.  Along with UMF, many of the Front Street businesses 
generate pedestrian traffic.  Front Street is used by some motorists as a bypass to Main Street.  
Sidewalks are limited to short segments, in spite of the prevalence of pedestrians along its 
entire length.

Pedestrian-motor vehicle conflicts exist on Front Street because several Front Street 
businesses are dependent on motor vehicle traffic, not pedestrian traffic.  Loading docks close 
to the road present obstacles and challenges to defining where pedestrians and bicyclists 
should be in relation to vehicles loading and unloading at these businesses.

The Federal Highway Administration defines a walkable community as a community “where it 
is easy and safe to walk to services and goods. Walkable communities encourage pedestrian 
activity, expand transportation options, and have safe and inviting streets that serve people 
with different ranges of mobility.”

Overall, downtown Farmington meets the definition of a “walkable community”.  Front Street 
has acquired a different character than that of other downtown streets and does not share the 
same appeal, comfort, and sense of safety for pedestrians.

A vibrant downtown typically has a variety of land uses to attract people with varied interests 
and needs.  Downtown Farmington has a good variety of services to offer residents and 
visitors, including a post office, professional offices, banks, library, restaurants, a grocery store, 
department store, hardware store, as well as a variety of other retail businesses.  Apartments 
can be found in the upper stories of downtown buildings.

Handicap accessibility needs to be incorporated into plans for new sidewalks on Front Street in 
order to meet the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as Amended, 42 
U.S.C.A. § 12101 et. seq.

Front Street has not benefitted from investment in a sidewalk network that can connect it to the 
rest of downtown.  Front Street has the potential to be as inviting and safe for pedestrians and
bicyclists as is Main Street and other downtown streets.  This report helps summarize the 
physical conditions, needs and opportunities for pedestrian and bicycle facilities on Front 
Street in downtown Farmington.  The town has been, and continues to be, active in creating a 
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safe and visible sidewalk and crosswalk network for pedestrians. The town is currently 
focusing its efforts on making physical improvements to Front Street and on attracting mixed
uses and infill development here.  The town was recently awarded a $150,000 Community 
Enterprise Grant for physical improvements (curbing, sidewalks and lighting) on Front Street at 
Meetinghouse Park.  Other features such as good signage, bicycle racks, benches, trash 
receptacles, etc. will make Front Street more inviting and useable to the public. This 
information will provide the Town of Farmington and its residents with priority projects towards 
making Front Street more pedestrian-friendly.

Methodology

Several hours of pre-audit work was conducted prior to holding the Walkable Community Audit 
Workshop.  Work began with communication between AVCOG staff and town officials to 
determine the most appropriate area of the community to conduct an audit.  Once the audit 
area was selected staff visited the town to walk the focus area to gain familiarity.  The pre-audit 
walk involved taking pictures in downtown Farmington which offered good and bad examples 
of a pedestrian-friendly environment.  The pictures were then downloaded to be used in a 
PowerPoint educational presentation given at the Walkable Community Audit Workshop.  The 
PowerPoint educational presentation was created to educate workshop attendees on
pedestrian design, safety, education, and enforcement while using pre-audit pictures in the 
presentation for examples.

The Farmington Town Manager distributed fliers throughout the community announcing the 
upcoming Walkable Community Audit Workshop.  The workshop was sponsored by Maine
DOT and administered by AVCOG staff.  The workshop was scheduled for four hours and 
included the PowerPoint educational presentation, a walking tour of Front Street, and a 
debriefing session that allowed participants to share what they observed during the walk.

This information was funded in part through grants from the Federal Highway Administration 
and Federal Transit Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation.  
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Summary of Comments
Crosswalks and Sidewalks

Issue Priority/Timeframe Implementation
1 Rehabilitate all sidewalks to meet ADA 

standards.
On-going Town Manager

Public Works
2 Move crosswalk in front of Front Street 

Exchange to south of the Narrow Gauge 
intersection.

Short-term Public Works

3 Add crosswalks southerly of the Narrow 
Gauge intersection.

Short-term Public Works

4 Maintain the sidewalk on the easterly 
side of Front Street, from lower 
Broadway to the southern end of 
Franklin Savings Bank.

Long-term Public Works

5 Add sidewalk to the westerly side of 
Front Street, starting across from 
Franklin Savings Bank to across from 
the Depot Street intersection.

Long-term Town Manager
Board of Selectmen

6 Add sidewalk on the easterly side of 
Front Street, from Depot Street to 
Route 4.

Long-term Town Manager
Board of Selectmen

7 Move crosswalk in front of Franklin 
Savings Bank to just south of Franklin 
Savings Bank at end of sidewalk.

Short-term Public Works

8 Add a crosswalk for safe crossing from 
the new sidewalk on the westerly side of 
Front Street to the new sidewalk at the 
Depot Street intersection.

Long-term Public Works

9 Add esplanade and sidewalk on Main 
Street in front of Gifford’s Ice Cream 
and Cumberland Farms (from Depot 
Street to existing sidewalk) to clearly 
define business entrance locations, 
increase pedestrian safety on sidewalk, 
and reduce crossing distance across 
Route 4 to Hippach Field.

Medium-term Town Manager
MaineDOT
Farmington Downtown 
Association

10 Add a crosswalk across Route 4 to 
Hippach Field.

Short-term Town Manager
MaineDOT

11 Add traffic light with pedestrian crossing 
phase at Route 4 crosswalk to Hippach 
Field.

Short-term Town Manager
MaineDOT

12 Trim hedges on lower Broadway that 
interfere with pedestrian movements on 
sidewalk.

Short-term Public Works
Property Owner
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Summary of Comments
Crosswalks and Sidewalks - Continued

Issue Priority/Timeframe Implementation
13 Paint crosswalks in Spring to maintain 

visibility or use durable material (i.e. 
thermal plastic).

Short-term Public Works

14 Add curbed ramps and truncated domes 
at all crossings.

Short-term Public Works

15 Improve lighting on Front Street, 
particularly the southern end from Notify 
MD to Route 4.

Medium-term Town Manager
Farmington Downtown 
Association

Bicycling Facilities
Issue Priority/Timeframe Implementation

1 Add inverted-U style bike racks to 
Hippach Field.

Short-term Town Manager

2 Add inverted-U style bike racks to 
Prescott Field, laundromat, natural food 
store, cinema, and other locations on 
Front Street.

Short-term Town Manager
Farmington Downtown 
Association
Business/Property 
Owners

Economic Development
Issue Priority/Timeframe Implementation

1 Add Farmer’s Market signs on Main 
Street and Broadway.

Short-term Town Manager
Farmington Downtown 
Association

2 Establish a rest area on town-owned 
land on Front Street northerly of the 
Notify MD parcel with amenities such as 
benches and trash receptacles.

Long-term Town Manager
Board of Selectmen

3 Construct a public parking lot on town-
owned land on Front Street across from 
Notify MD property (at the site of the 
former snow dump) which could serve 
as special event parking and overflow 
parking for Hippach Field.

Long-term Town Manager
Board of Selectmen
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Summary of Comments
On-Road Facilities 

Issue Priority/Timeframe Implementation
1 Add handicap parking space on Front 

Street in front of the Front Street 
Exchange building, add appropriate 
paint and signage indication handicap 
parking.

Short-term Public Works
Property Owner

2 Need to eliminate wide, expansive 
driveway openings onto Front Street 
and limit the number of curb openings 
on each parcel to minimize conflicts 
between motor vehicles, bicycles and 
pedestrians.

Short-term Town Manager
Property Owner

3 Different layers of pavement at the edge 
of Front Street makes it dangerous for 
bicyclists.  Future pavement overlay 
should extend to the edge of the 
previous layer of pavement.

Medium-term Town Manager
Public Works

4 Redesign the Front Street/Route 4 
intersection to better define travel way 
for vehicles entering Route 4 from Front 
Street.  Add bulb-out on Front Street at 
the intersection, move crosswalk closer 
to Gifford’s Ice Cream.

Medium-term Town Manager

5 Cut brush and tree branches around 
signs throughout town.

On-going Public Works

Off-Road Facilities
Issue Priority/Timeframe Implementation

1 Formalize dirt foot paths to Front Street 
from UMF’s Scott Hall to improve safety 
of students’ walking route by paving or 
adding stairs.  This will also minimize 
erosion problems at these locations.

Medium-term UMF
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Farmington 5-Year Road Plan

Road/
Street

Condition
1 – Good
5 - Poor

Scope of 
Work 

Needed

Cost Funds 
Required 

above 
$170,000 

Local Road

Year of 
Planned 

Work

Comment Total 
Additional 

Funds 
Needed per 

Year
Voter 
Hill 

Road 
Priority 

1

Poor
Condition

5

Total 
reconstruction
Average 12 
inches of 

base gravel-
fabric

$271,602.60 $101,602.60 2013 8,284 feet
rebuilt 2013.
Needs 1 inch 

overlay. 
Rebuilt in 

2013.  Needs 
surface paving

2013 $ 133,295.27

Morrison 
Hill

Road
Priority 

2

Poor 
Condition

4

Drainage 
work

.3/4 shim 1” 
overlay

$71,596.63 2014 2,376 feet
.45 miles

2014 $ 226,683.94

Morrison 
Hill

Road
Priority 

2

Poor 
Condition

4

Drainage 
work

.3/4 shim 1” 
overlay

$55,756.29 2014 2,376 feet 
.45 miles

2014 $ 255,311.71

Morrison 
Hill

Road
Priority 

2

Poor 
Condition

5

Total 
reconstruction
Average 12 
inches of 

base gravel-
fabric

$204,309.69 $161,662.61 2014 Total cost 
estimate of 

$264,118.20

2016 $ 262,696.19

Porter 
Hill

Road
Priority 

3

Poor 
Condition

5

Total 
reconstruction
Average 12 
inches of 

base gravel-
fabric

Drainage 
work

$314,387.71 $144,387.71 2015 8,976 feet
1.7 miles

2017 $ 255,815.00

Mohawk
Seminole
Shawnee 

Drive
Priority 

4

Poor 
Condition

5

Total 
reconstruction
Average 12 
inches of 

base gravel-
fabric

$ 201,109.20

$201,109.20 $31,109.20 2016 2,640 feet
.5 miles

(Underground
Power)

Total
Additional

$1,133,802.11

Titcomb 
Hill 

Road
Priority 

5

Condition 
3

Drainage 
work. Plain
1 inch shim 
and overlay

$479,354.00 $255,815.00 2017 15,840 feet
3 miles

Total $1,598,116.12
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Farmington 5-Year Road Plan – Continued
(Overlays)

Road/
Street

Condition
1 – Good
5 - Poor

Scope of 
Work 

Needed

Cost Funds 
Required 

above 
$170,000

Local Road

Year of 
Planned 

Work

Comment Total 
Additional 

Funds 
Needed per 

Year
Johnson 
Heights

Poor
Condition

5

½ inch shim 
1 inch

$31,692.67 $31,692.67 2013 1,056 feet
.2 miles  

Clay Hill 
(Temple
Road)

Osborn 
Road

Apple-
wood
Drive

Poor 
Condition

4

Gravel Rd

Fair 
Condition

3

Plain 1 inch
Shim ½ inch
I inch 
overlay
2 inches 
binder
½ inch shim 
1 inch 
overlay

$38,031.33

$16,000.00

$10,990.00
$65,021.33

2014

1,056 feet
.2 miles

2,640 feet
.5 miles

Court
Street
Orchard
Drive

Fair
Condition

3

Plain 1 inch
½ inch shim
1 inch 
overlay

$110,924.00 $110,924.00 2015 3,696 feet
.7 miles (R S 
M suggest 
grind and 
rebuild?)

Prescott
Street

North 
Street

Middle 
Street 
from 

school 
to Rt. 
43.

Poor 
Condition

4

Fair 
Condition

3

Fair
Condition

3

Plain 1 inch
½ inch shim

1 inch 
overlay

Grind 1 inch 
surface
Grind and 
pave

$ 53,539.00

$ 66,046.81

$112,001.18 $231,586.99 2016

1,584 feet
.3 miles
(RMS 
suggests 
grind pave?)

1,584 feet
.3 miles

2,640 feet
.5 miles

Total 
overlays 
5 years $110,924.00
Total 

paving 
5 years $1,775,256.12

Total 
Additional
Funding if

Needed $1,133,802.11
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FARMINGTON HIGHWAY AND ROAD INVENTORY
CLASSIFICATION, TRAFFIC VOLUMES AND LOCATION

KEY:
IR = Inventory Road          E/O = East of NW/O = Northwest of
SR = State Road           S/O = South of SE/O = Southeast of
N/O = North of W/O = West of NE/O = Northeast of
SW/O = Southwest of
                                         

LOCATION ANNUAL AVERAGE                         
DAILY TRAFFIC    

2008 2011
US 2/SR 4 (Wilton Rd) NE/O SR 133 16,690 16,850
US 2/SR 4 (Wilton Rd) SW/O SR 133 13,300 13,080
US 2/SR 4 (Wilton Rd) N/O Oakes St. 16,240 16,520
US 2/SR 27 (Farmington Falls Rd.) NW/O Maple St. 10,910 9,830
US 2/SR 27 (Farmington Falls Rd.) W/O High St. 8,290 7,750
US 2/SR 4 (Wilton Rd.) S/O Whittier Rd. 17,670 18,210
US 2/SR 27 (Farmington Falls Rd.) SE/O Davis Rd. 7,950 8,580
US 2/SR 27 NW/O SR 41 7,340
US 2/SR 27 E/O IR 2049 (Philbrick St.) 7,320
US 2/SR 27 27 NW/O IR (Philbrick St.) 5,410 6,060
SR 4 (Fairbankd Rd.) NW/O Town Farm Rd. 3,900 3,670
SR 4/27/43 (Intervale) SW/O Front St. 15,180 14,700
SR 4/27/43 (Main St.) NW/O Prescott St. 10,210
SR 4/27/43 (Main St.) SE/O Broadway 9,000 8,830
SR 4/27 (Main St.) NW/O Pleasant St. 7,990 7,650
SR 4/27 (Fairbanks Rd.) S/O SR 27 5,590 5,760
SR 4 (Fairbanks Rd.) NW/O SR 27 3,580 3,470
SR 4 (Fairbanks Rd.) W/O SR 149 (S. Strong Rd.) 3,180 3,260
SR 4 (Fairbanks Rd. @ Strong Town Line 3,640 3,360
SR 27 (New Vineyard Rd.) NE/O SR 4/27 4,510 4,660
SR 27 (New Vineyard Rd.) NE/O IR 411 @ Town Line 3,640
IR 411 (Barker Rd.) NW/O SR 27 @ New Vineyard Town Line 400
Porter Hill Rd. SW/O Town Farm Rd. 540
Titcomb Hill Rd. NE/O North St. 1,000
Holley Rd. E/O SR 4/27 (Fairbanks Rd.) 570
Weeks Mills Rd. E/O SR 43 (Industry Rd.) 550 510
Town Farm Rd. N/O Porter Hill Rd. 3,990 3,530
SR 41 NW/O 425 (Mason Rd.) 1,750
Bailey Hill Rd. NE/O Granite Hts. @ Cascade Brook 540
Morrison Hill Rd. S/O SR 43 (Mill) @ BR #3982 1,040
SR 43 (Bridge St.) W/O Water St. 3,380
SR 43 (Bridge St.) E/O Town Farm Rd. 3,620 2,970
SR 43 (Temple Rd.) W/O Oakes St. 2,690 2,370
SR 43 (Temple Rd.) NW/O Marvel St. 1,460
SR 43 (Industry Rd.) NE/O Weeks Mills Rd. 2,130 2,280



4-15

LOCATION ANNUAL AVERAGE                         
DAILY TRAFFIC    

2008 2011
SR 43 (Perham St.) NE/O North St. 3,220 3,220
SR 43 (Perham St.) NE/O High St. 4,240 4,060
SR 43 (Broadway) NE/O SR 4/27 (Maine ST.) 5,080
SR 43 (Perham St.) SW/O Middle St. 2,060
SR 43 (Mill St.) @ CUL 2,630
SR 43 W/O IR 691 (Russells Mills Rd.) 1,030 970
SR 43 (Temple Rd.) (E/O IR 357 (Clover Mill Rd.) 1,390
SR 43 W/O IR 357 (Clover Mill Rd.) @ BR #2623 1,150
Knowlton Corner Rd. SE/O US 2/SR4 (Wilton Rd.) 1,710
Whittier Rd. SE/O US 2/SR 4 (Wilton Rd.) 2,420
IR 463 (Whittier Rd.) NW/O SR 156 1,020 990
IR 691 (Russells Mills Rd.) N/O SR 43 @ BOO67 140
Middle St. S/O SR 43 (Industry Rd.) 530
IR 1069 (Knowlton Corner Rd.) NW/O SR 156 740
SR 133 S/O US 2/SR 4 (Wilton Rd.) @ BR #3286 3,030 3,120
SR 149 (S. Strong Rd.) NW/O SR 4 (Fairbanks Rd.) 730 660
SR 149 (S. Strong Rd.) @ Strong Town Line 320 300
SR 156 NE/O IR 1069 (Knowlton Corner Rd.) 2,100
Davis Rd. NE/O US 27 (Farmington Falls Rd.) 360 360
Academy St. NE/O SR 4/27 (Main St.) 2,430
Anson St. NE/O SR 4/27 (Main St.) 1,810
Broadway SW/O SR 4/27 (Main St) 1,970 2,170
Front St. NW/O SR 4/27/43 (Intervale) 4,310
High St. NW/O US 2/SR (Main St.) 2,220 2,180
High St. SE/O Maple Ave. 3,640 3,570
High St. NW/O Maple Ave.
High St. SE/O South St. 4,840
High St. NW/O Lincoln St. 4,720
Lincoln St. NE/O High St. 940
Prescott St. SE/O 4/27/43 (Main St.) 400
Maple Ave. NE/O Prescott St. 1,850
Maple Ave. NE/O High St. 1,200 1,310
Middle St. NE/O Quebec St. 1,890
Middle St. NE/O High St. 2,790
North St. NW/O SR 43 (Perham St.) 770
Oakes St. NW/O US 2/SR 4 (Wilton Rd.) 5,360
Oakes St. SE/O SR 43 (Bridge St.) 4,870 4,410
Town Farm Rd. NW/O Starling St. 5,680 4,360
Town Farm Rd. @ CUL 4,910
South St. SR 4/27/43 (Main St.) 2,240
IR 2049 (Philbrick St.) SW/O US 2/SR 27 1,910
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SECTION 5. PUBLIC FACILITIES & SERVICES
___________________________________________________________________________

Goal

The Town of Farmington's main public facilities and services goal is to plan for, finance and
develop an efficient system of public facilities and services to accommodate anticipated growth 
and economic development.

Policies

The Town follows the minimum policies required to address State goals which are:

To efficiently meet identified public facility and service needs; and

To provide public facilities and service needs.

Strategies

The Town follows the minimum strategies required to address State goals which are:

To identify any capital improvements needed to maintain or upgrade public services to
accommodate the community’s anticipated growth and changing demographics; and

To locate new public facilities comprising at least 75% of new municipal growth-related capital 
investments in designated growth areas; and

To explore options for regional delivery of local services.

Analysis and Key Issues

Adequate municipal services to meet changes in population and demographics:

Although Farmington’s population has risen slightly since the 2010 Census, the current level of 
municipal services are adequate to meet the needs of the Town's citizens, as well as the 
student population of UMF.  

Partnering with neighboring communities to share services, reduce costs and improve 
services:

Farmington purchases road salt through the AVCOG Joint Purchasing Program.  The Town, 
along with RSU 9, jointly purchases commodities such as fuel and copier paper, and contracts 
with NorthStar ambulance service.  
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Farmington’s Police Department works closely with the Franklin County Sheriff’s Office, Maine 
State Police, Maine Drug Enforcement, and the Wilton, Jay, and Livermore Falls Police 
Departments, as well other agencies.   The Farmington Fire Rescue Department participates in 
mutual aid for the surrounding area whenever necessary.  

Public sewer system issues or concerns both currently and anticipated in the future:

Farmington's Sewer Department provides input to the Comprehensive Plan and related 
ordinances, as required by law at 38 M.R.S. §1163-A. The Sewer Department extension 
policy is consistent with the Future Land Use Plan as required by 38 M.R.S. §1163.

The Town of Farmington owns and operates the Wastewater Treatment Facility (WWTF),
which was built in 1972.  In the early 90’s, the Sandy River was upgraded from Class C to 
Class B thereby requiring more treatment and a lower biochemical oxygen demand (BOD) 
effluent to the river.  The cost to upgrade the WWTF to achieve this effluent improvement was 
$8.3 million, and the facility should be adequate to serve the town for another 20-30 years 
according to future population projections. The Town has continued to upgrade the sewer 
system and equipment since the upgrade.

The plant is a secondary wastewater treatment facility with a sand filter that can be used when 
needed.  The design capacity of the system is .9 Million Gallons per Day (MGD) that can 
handle spikes of 1.2 MGD.  The plant discharges into the Sandy River at a rate of .367 MGD 
as of 3-29-12.  Approximately 5% of the Town’s total land area is served by the sewer system.  
The Sewer Ordinance requires low-flow fixtures for new and replacement installations.  
Through these two efforts, overall discharge rates have been reduced.

One recent concern was the fact that the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) would 
not renew the high school’s 41 year old treatment plant.  Therefore, during the 2010-2013 
construction of the new high school campus, a new sewer line connected to the public owned 
treatment plant was constructed along the Whittier Road.  

The Town has 12 pump stations, and the submersible stations have been upgraded with new 
efficient motors and controls.  The alarm system for the pumps on the Wilton Road now have 
Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) capability and all scheduled confined 
space entry into the pump stations has been eliminated.

There has been a major effort to remove infiltration and inflow ("I&I") from the sewer system.  
Starting with the downtown revitalization project of the late 1980’s through 2012, nearly all clay 
sewer mains have been replaced using funds from grants, loans, and stimulus money.  Lines 
that have been replaced include Greenwood Avenue, Perham Street, Tannery Brook trunk
line, Farmington Falls Road, Lincoln Street trunk line, Hill Street, and the main under the old 
Center Bridge was eliminated.
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Presently the sewerage system is run by the superintendent, two full time operators, one part 
time plant operator, and a billing clerk at the Town Office.  The total sewer budget for 2011 
was $1,211,990.  The 1993 plant upgrade was paid off in 2013. There are approximately 
1,200 sewer connections serving a population of 4,100.

The sewer system consists of 30 miles of sewer lines ranging from 8” to 18”.  Two 42” influent 
screw pumps have been replaced with three Vaughan chopper pumps.  The old side discharge 
outflow pipe to the Sandy River has been relocated downstream with diffusers for better 
dilution. The Town maintains 12 pump stations, the treatment plant, 500 manholes, and 30 
miles of sewer main.  Home owners are responsible for their service lines from their houses to 
the Town’s main.

In 1998, the Town of Farmington adopted a Biosolids and Other Residuals Management 
Ordinance.  The purpose of this Ordinance is to insure the adequate remedy for any damage 
that may occur, as well as protect the health, safety, and economic interests of the residents of 
Farmington.  This Ordinance was also developed to enhance and maintain the quality of the 
environment, and to conserve natural resources through regulation of storage and land 
application of biosolids and other residual on all applications for licensing.

Presently the sewer rates are as follows:

Residential and Commercial rate – Minimum of 500 cubic feet = $36.43 per quarter and $7.285
per 100 cubic feet thereafter.

The Town charges for residential and commercial connections to the sewer system at the rate 
of $350 per usage unit, which is the equivalent of the average single-family two-bedroom 
usage of 175 gallons per day (GPD).  A specific schedule for different uses is available at the 
Town Office.  The charge for septage is $85.00 per 100 gallons (residents only).

Adequate maintenance of existing stormwater management facilities, needed improvements,
and cumulative impacts from future development on the existing system:

Most of Farmington’s stormwater is received by drainage ditches along the roads, leading to 
small tributary streams, and eventually leading to the Sandy River.  These are maintained by 
the Public Works Department as well as the Wastewater Treatment employees.

Septic tank waste management - current issues and concerns:

The Town of Farmington is serviced by several companies specializing in septic tank pumping
and system repairs. They are licensed by the State of Maine with a Waste Discharge License,
and carry a Maine Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit.  These companies are
efficient and knowledgeable in locating older systems based on their familiarity with the area.
Owners who cannot find their system plans are referred to the Department of Human Services 
where some older plans are stored on micro-fiche.  The construction of new septic systems in
the Town of Farmington are required to be inspected and permitted by the Town’s Licensed 
Plumbing Inspector.  
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Owners of septic systems that are posing environmental and/or health threats may be eligible
for grant funding from the Department of Environmental Protection, through the Small 
Community Grant Program, providing certain criteria are met, such as income eligibility. 

Public water system issues and concerns currently and anticipated in the future.

The Farmington Village Corporation (FVC) - Farmington Water Department provides input to 
the Comprehensive Plan and related ordinances such as the Wellhead Protection Ordinance.
The Department's policies are consistent with the Future Land Use Plan.

Water is provided to customers in the urban areas of town by the FVC, a quasi-municipal 
entity. The FVC provides water to customers as the Farmington Water Department, and is 
located at 137 High Street.  The FVC has four full-time employees, two part-time employees, 
and is administered by a three person governing board.  The members of the governing board 
are residents within the FVC zoning district, and are elected by residents within the FVC 
zoning district.  As of December 2010, the FVC served 1,599 customers, including 1,275
residential accounts, 258 commercial customers, three industrial customers, and 63 
governmental customers.  There are 188 fire hydrants in Farmington, all of which are 
maintained in good working order by the utility.

FVC bills its customers on a quarterly basis.  Under quarterly billing, the charge is $44.21 for 
the first 1,200 cubic feet, the next 4,800 cubic feet costs $2.56 per 100 cubic feet, the next 
9,000 cubic feet costs $1.74 per 100 cubic feet, and all in excess of 15,000 cubic feet costs 
$.98 per 100 cubic feet.  The Town of Farmington is billed by FVC for its fire hydrants at a cost 
of $63,971 per quarter ($255,885 yearly).  Water rates are not expected to increase 
substantially (rates above are as of 2009).

The Farmington Water Department has ground water sources in its two intervale wells located 
in town on either side of the Sandy River. The Town Farm Road well is the main water source 
for the town, and the Fairbanks Road well acts as backup.

Table 9-1 displays volume of water usage from the wells in Farmington for January through 
December of 2010.
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TABLE 5 – 1
WATER CONSUMPTION (GALLONS)

Month Ground Water Gal. Per Day
January 2,295,800 740,000
February 1,944,200 705,000
March 2,292,000 739,000
April 2,393,800 797,000
May 1,432,100 651,000
June 2,211,400 737,000
July 2,229,600 719,000
August 2,422,200 781,000
September 2,398,300 799,000
October 2,504,700 807,000
November 1,882,000 627,000
December 1,490,400 461,000
TOTALS 25,526,500 Gallons/Year 713,500 Average Gallons/Day
Source:  Farmington Village Corporation

The quality of public drinking water supplies is regulated by the Federal Safe Drinking Water 
Act, and regulations promulgated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the 
Maine Department of Human Services (DHHS).  Currently, FVC treats its water with chlorine
for safety and sodium silicate for rust prevention.

FVC has three reservoirs:  Powder House Hill is located off Anson Street, and has a floating 
cover with a storage capacity of 5,000,000 gallons which feeds the system by gravity.  A 
60,000 gallon reservoir is located in Temple to provide water to that area of town.  In 2010, a 
400,000 gallon cement tank reservoir was built off the Seamon Road near the Mt. Blue 
Learning Campus to service the campus and is connected to the system, with new mains 
along the Whittier Road.

Most of the water lines are made of ductile iron, which is considered in the industry to be the 
best choice. FVC has been working on upgrading all the lines to ductile iron since 1984 as 
some small areas are still outdated cast iron.

Recent school improvements, including construction and/or expansion, and opportunities to 
promote new residential development around existing schools including promotion of walking 
and bicycling to school:

Two new schools have been completed within the last several years.  One was the new 
grammar school, known as the W. G. Mallett School, which was completed in 2011. The other 
was the extensive High School renovation project, known as the Mt. Blue Learning Campus, 
completed in 2013.  It includes the Foster Technology Center and serves Farmington, New 
Vineyard, Chesterville, New Sharon, Industry, Temple, Wilton, Vienna, Weld and Starks.  All of
these towns need to continue to work together with the school district in considering school 
facility needs, and programs. The Mt. Blue Middle School was rebuilt in 2005.
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Adequacy of Farmington's emergency response system, and needed improvements:

The Town of Farmington has adopted the following emergency plans:

Hazard Mitigation Plan on November 9, 2004
Pandemic Influenza Plan on August 22, 2006
All-Hazards Emergency Operations Plan on December 12, 2006

These plans can be viewed on the Town’s website and a copy is available in the Code 
Enforcement office.

Police Protection

In 2012, Franklin Memorial Hospital (FMH) donated a building located at 116 Franklin Avenue, 
which was renovated into the new Farmington Police Station. This generous gift has resolved 
a major problem regarding the lack of working space which existed for years.  The Police 
Department, which has over 20 employees, now has ample office space.  A new position of 
Deputy Chief was also recently created.

The Department received several grants during 2011, and the funds were used to purchase 
new equipment including digital cameras, safety and bullet proof vests, and to fund programs 
like seatbelt and OUI enforcement details.  The Department also sought and obtained free 
nationally-recognized training for crime scene investigations, police leadership, and 
administration.  Their mission statement is “to create a feeling of safety for the people within 
the Town of Farmington”.  

The Department participates in Maine’s “Law Enforcement Traffic Challenge”, where traffic 
enforcement initiatives are documented and compared to other Maine police departments’ 
efforts.  This is modeled after the National Highway Safety challenge and is sponsored by the 
Maine Bureau of Highway Safety.  Farmington’s Police Department placed third throughout the 
State of Maine, and as a result was awarded a free Laser Radar Gun and a strobe light.

The Department also works closely with the Franklin County Sheriff’s Office, Maine State 
Police, Maine Drug Enforcement, and the Wilton, Jay, and Livermore Falls Police Departments 
and many other agencies.  

Fire Protection 

Once renovations to the new Police Station were complete, the Police Department moved out 
of the Municipal Building, and the Farmington Fire Rescue Department relocated into that 
space and renovated it to meet the space needs of their department.

One of Farmington’s most valued services, the Farmington Fire Rescue Department, continues 
to participate in mutual aid for the surrounding area whenever necessary.  Mutual aid is 
indispensable in a time of need, and trained personnel mobilize to respond immediately. Over 
the years, the Farmington Fire Rescue Department has responded to numerous fires and other 
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emergencies in Temple, Strong, Wilton, Jay, Industry, etc. and these and other towns have 
demonstrated the same dedication and courage by returning the favor of valor without 
hesitation.    

Farmington’s fire fighters continually train in Confined Space Rescue, Tower #3 Operation, 
Vehicle Extrication, Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) use, Ladders, Size Up, Risk 
Management, Ventilation, Pumping/Rural Hitch uses, Hose Advancement into multi-story 
buildings, Cold Weather Emergencies, Forcible Entry, Breaching Walls, and use of proper 
equipment, to name a few. 

The Department continues to assist the Foster Tech Fire Fighter Program with instructors and 
the use of Farmington’s facilities.  The Department has also started a Junior Firefighter 
Program consisting of local students. These programs are a proactive effort to enlist volunteer 
firefighters to combat its declining numbers.  The Town approved adding an additional per 
diem position to provide an adequate number of on-call volunteers.  

Hospital and Ambulance Service

Franklin Memorial Hospital (FMH) located in Farmington is a user-friendly, progressive facility
whose mission is to provide high-quality, cost-effective, patient-centered health care, to not 
only Farmington residents, but to the entire region. The 65-bed hospital is fully qualified and 
accredited to handle a broad range of medical, surgical, pediatric, women’s care, and 
diagnostic services. Top quality specialty care is offered which includes cardiology, oncology, 
hematology, orthopedics, occupational health, pain management, pediatric endocrinology, 
physical rehabilitation, pulmonary care, sleep disorders, sports medicine, and wound care.  
The FMH campus houses six Franklin Health medical practices as well as the advanced breast 
care at the Martha B. Webber Breast Care Center.

FMH is noted for its innovation and was Maine’s first hospital to offer prenatal nurse home 
visits to all first-time parents, the first to perform laparoscopic gallbladder surgery, the first rural 
Maine hospital to install a 64-slice CT scanner, and the first in the State to declare itself
smoke-free. FMH has focused its efforts to improve access to health care services and 
preventative health programs.  The Franklin ScoreKeeper System is credited with contributing 
to Franklin County's distinction of having the State's lowest "excess preventable death" rate for 
cardiovascular disease.

The hospital created and is now an affiliate of the Franklin Community Health Network, an
integrated network of providers to serve the area that includes Franklin Health (a multi-
specialty group medical practice), the Healthy Community Coalition (a health education,
outreach, wellness, prevention organization), Evergreen Behavioral Services (an 
emergency mental health provider), and the Western Maine Physicians-Hospital Organization,
(a negotiating entity made up of physicians and the hospital).

NorthStar, the regional ambulance service for Greater Franklin County, celebrated its fifth 
birthday in 2010. As part of the Franklin Community Health Network family, NorthStar’s 75 
EMS professionals follow their mission of respectful patient care, positive community activities,
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good stewardship of resources and excellent patient care. This mission is evident throughout 
NorthStar’s operations with 5,000 calls a year to the 71 communities over the 2,800 square 
miles it proudly serves. 

With state-of-the-art equipment and modern ambulances, the service is ready, responsive, and
reliable. Centered in the western Maine mountains, NorthStar is dispatched out of five base 
locations strategically positioned throughout the region. NorthStar responds to calls ranging 
from medical emergencies to auto accidents, from snowmobile to ATV rescues, from nursing 
home transfers to boating accidents.  NorthStar’s extensive community service activities round 
out the professionalism of its service and its staff for the region.

Adequacy of solid waste management system to meet current needs. Farmington's efforts to 
reduce the reliance on waste disposal and to increase recycling. Impact of projected growth 
during the planning period on system capacity. Improvements needed to meet future demand.
Efforts being undertaken regionally to improve efficiency and lower cost:

The Town adopted its Solid Waste & Recycling Ordinance in 1992 and it was revised in 2002.   
Farmington has a recycling rate of 25%, and relies on a private hauling business that operates 
the Town's sort facility which adequately meets current needs.  

Public facility and service support of local economic development plans. Improvements 
needed in the telecommunications and energy infrastructure:

The five-year Road Plan in the Transportation (Section 4) is currently the highest priority public 
facility and service support need for funding after years of deferred maintenance and deferred 
reconstruction.  Local funding in this plan totals $1,133,802, in addition to anticipated Local 
Roads funding from the State.  This work is vital and essential to the Town's economic well-
being as it serves the commercial as well as residential areas of town.  

Farmington is pursuing the provision of high-speed broadband internet access throughout the 
town so that all sectors are best served by this necessary 21st century utility.

Farmington's public health officer and public health issues:

The Code Enforcement Officer (CEO) is also the Town’s certified Local Health Officer (LHO).
Public health issues are generally of a routine nature, with most complaints regarding issues 
like mold, rodents, trash, substandard living conditions, etc., and these are handled promptly 
by the CEO.

Public facilities, such as the town office, library, and cemeteries nearing respective capacities.
Accommodation by these facilities of projected growth:

With the Police Department moving into the new Police Station in 2012, the vacated space in 
the municipal building became available for the Fire Rescue Department which markedly 
improved the level of sufficiency.
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Ten years ago, a new 16,000 square foot Public Works garage was built and some of that 
space is used for offices, a training room, and storage for that department.  The old vacated
building, (subsequently demolished) was only 7,200 square feet. 

The Farmington Public Library was beautifully restored and updated ten years ago and has 
more than adequate space to serve the public well into the future.

There are many small old cemeteries throughout the Town.  The two larger cemeteries are 
Riverside, which is almost full, and Fairview, which will be able to accommodate this need for 
the balance of the 21st century.

Town priorities for funding needed improvements reflected in the capital investment plan:

Refer to Section 11, Fiscal Capacity & Capital Investment Plan

Extent to which investments in facility improvements are directed to growth areas:

The Town and the Farmington Village Corporation have diligently maintained and improved the 
sewer and water systems, which primarily serve the growth areas, and this infrastructure is 
well equipped to serve future growth needs.  The Town's recent reconstruction of the 
downtown's storm drainage interceptor also serves a vital growth area with this infrastructure 
improvement.  Several recent downtown streetscape improvement projects, partially CDBG 
funded, have also made long-term improvements to this important area.

The five-year Road Plan, currently the highest priority public facility and service support need,
is funded through $1,133,802 in Town funds, coupled with additional Local Roads funding from 
the State.  This work serves growth areas in town, both commercial and residential.

Condition and Trends

Location of facilities and service areas - see map section:

General physical condition of facilities and equipment:

Municipal Building:

The Municipal Building is located at 153 Farmington Falls Road.  Many changes have been
made recently to the Municipal Building, including air conditioning for the main floor, new
windows throughout the building, and the remodeling of the old police offices for the
Farmington Fire Rescue Department.

Police Department:

The Farmington Police Department, located at 116 Franklin Avenue, is housed in what was 
once a medical building and has been remodeled to meet the needs of this department.  The
interior of the building is now in excellent condition and most of the equipment is new.  A new
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three-bay garage has also been recently built for this facility, generously funded by a private 
donor. The Department has purchased several new vehicles over the past few years.

Public Works Garage:

The Farmington Public Works garage is located at 152 Public Works Drive, and was built just
ten years ago and is in excellent condition.  This department has also purchased several new 
vehicles over the past few years.

Recycling Facility:

The Public Works Department oversees the Recycling Center located at 179 Dump Road, and 
the “Swap Shop” building provides space for donated items and an office. In 2009, a new sign 
was purchased with grant money.

Community Center:

The Community Center is located at 127 Middle Street.  Several years ago, the bathrooms 
were renovated and an ADA bathroom was added.  This building has received, by private 
donations, many improvements over the years such as new seating and a new stage curtain.  

Parks:

At Hippach Field, the major league baseball diamond recently received a variety of upgrades -
the pitching mound was rebuilt, truckloads of infield mix applied, the infield grass was re-
edged, and a new home plate was installed.  The Fieldhouse exterior was painted, and the 
fence repaired including brick columns and wood sections.

Also at Hippach Field, the wading pool has been relined and its drain repaired, and a new 
playground was installed in 2008.  In 2010, the tennis courts were completely reconstructed.

In 2012, the Town contributed a cash match along with CDBG funding to improve and expand 
ADA access to Meetinghouse Park. The project included construction of a ramp connecting 
the upper and lower sections of the park, re-setting the central granite steps, new steps for the 
gazebo with new rails and fencing, and repaving the walkways.  These improvements provide 
safer accessibility for all residents and visitors.

Bjorn Park was built in the summer of 2014 at the intersection of High Street and Farmington 
Falls Road.  The old salt shed and existing road cutting across the parcel were removed to 
make way for trees, shrubs and flowers, planted in a series of circular berms.  There is also a 
small, seven space parking lot with access on the High Street side of the lot.  The idea of the 
park was suggested by residents at the March annual town meeting and was funded by 
Richard and Judith Bjorn of Farmington. 
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The Wastewater Treatment Facility:

The Wastewater Treatment Facility (WWTF), located at 269 Farmington Falls Road, was last 
upgraded in 1993.  The Town has continued to upgrade the collector sewers and system 
equipment since then.  As of 2012, the Facility owns three work trucks - which consist of one 
tow truck with hoist, two plow trucks, and a skid steer.

Capacity and anticipated demand during the planning period:

The licensed capacity of the WWTF is 900,000 GPD.  The current daily demand runs between 
400,000 to 500,000 GPD. Average daily demand is anticipated to not exceed 500,000 GPD
during this planning period.

Identification of ownership/management systems:

The Town’s Board of Selectmen are the Commissioners of the Sewer Department, and the 
WWTF is operated by a Superintendent and three other department employees. 

Estimated costs of needed capital improvements to public facilities with information related to 
each of these public facilities and services:

Refer to Capital Improvements Plan in Section 11. 

a. Sewerage and/or Water Supply – Number of and types of users, and 
percentage of households served:

There are a total of 1,126 users on public sewer, including 815 residential, 303 commercial 
and 8 governmental users.  

The FVC Water Department serves 1,599 customers including 1,275 residential accounts, 258
commercial customers, three industrial customers, and 63 governmental customers.

b. Septage – Town policies/regulations regarding septage collection and disposal:

In 1998, the Town of Farmington adopted a Biosolids and Other Residuals Management 
Ordinance.  The purpose of this Ordinance was to provide an opportunity for effective notice 
and public input during the application review process and to monitor and regulate the use of 
biosolids and other residuals.  This Ordinance was developed to insure the adequate remedy
for any damage that may occur, as well as protect the health, safety, and economic interests of 
the residents of Farmington.  This Ordinance was also developed to enhance and maintain the 
quality of the environment, and to conserve natural resources through regulation of storage 
and land application and/or storage sites of biosolids and other residuals. Presently the Town 
generates 1,100 cubic yards of biosolids per year, and 100% of these biosolids is taken to New 
England Organics (NEO) in Unity.  The Town also has three permitted land sites should NEO 
shut down. 
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c. Solid Waste – Town’s solid waste management system, types and amounts of    
         municipal solid waste and recycled materials for the past five years:

Solid waste management is comprised of two components, solid waste disposal (MSW) and 
recycling.  In 1995, the Town of Farmington closed and covered its landfill located at 179 
Dump Road.  The Town maintains the facility which is still used to collect recyclables and solid 
waste. Archie’s Inc., located at 344 River Road in Mexico, is the licensed hauler and collects 
residential solid waste and recyclables at the facility.  It also provides businesses with
dumpsters, and contracts with residents for curbside pickup.

It is then trucked to Waste Management of Maine, Inc. located at 357 Mercer Road in 
Norridgewock, Maine for disposal, destroying, and processing.  Items included are household 
garbage, metals, white goods (purged of CFCs), mattresses, carpets, toilets, furniture, 
televisions, computer monitors, fluorescent light bulbs, tires, demolition debris, anti-freeze, and 
waste oil.  

Tons of Solid Waste collected:
2010 2009 2008 2007 2006

5,557.4 5,653.8 5,577.9 5,935.6 4,374.7
Source – Maine State Planning Office based upon data submitted by the municipality.

In 1991, recycling became mandatory in the Town. Recyclable materials include newspapers 
and magazines, corrugated cardboard, high grade paper, mixed paper, glass containers, 
colored HDPE (#2) plastic bottles, natural HDPE (#2) plastic bottles, steel cans, aluminum, 
compost, and batteries.  

Tons of Material recycled:
2010 2009 2008 2007 2006

4,122.3 4,905.8 4,557.0 4,232.6 3,274.6
Source – Maine State Planning Office based upon data submitted by the municipality.

d. Stormwater Management – There are no combined sewer overflows in Farmington.

Farmington is not a Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Community.

e. Power and Communications – Availability of electricity (incl. 3-phase),
telephone, internet (including broadband), and cable within Farmington:

Farmington is well served by the power system within town, which has been improved by CMP 
with the expansion of substations, and redundant interconnectivity to help with power outages.  
Three-phase is available in all growth areas.  Farmington is pursuing the provision of high-
speed broadband internet access throughout the town so that all sectors are best served by 
this necessary 21st century utility.  There is cable available in the urbanized parts of 
Farmington, as well as fiber-optic phone line service.

f. Emergency Response System – Fire, police, and emergency/rescue facilities and
equipment.  Average call response times for different services, dispatch location with 
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number of communities served (Public Safety Answering Point, or PSAP), staffing and 
training needs; and E911 addressing management  system (addressing officer,
ordinance, reporting system):

FIRE RESCUE: Emergency rescue facilities – Fire Department located at 153 Farmington 
Falls Road. Equipment – Ladder truck, two pumpers, brush truck, AED. Average response 
time – seven minutes. Dispatch location – Franklin County Sheriff’s Office, 124 County Way.
Number of communities served – Farmington has a Mutual Aid Agreement with all neighboring 
communities (see "Fire Protection" on page 6 of the Introduction section under "Regional 
Coordination Program"). Staffing and training needs – Determined by Fire Rescue Chief.

POLICE:  Emergency rescue facilities – Police Department located at 116 Franklin Avenue.
Equipment – Police cruisers, 4WD pickup, four-wheeler, personal protective equipment, and 
AED. Average response time – Five minutes. Dispatch location – Franklin County Sheriff’s 
Office located at 124 County Way. Training needs – Determined by Police Chief.

NORTHSTAR AMBULANCE: Emergency rescue facilities located at 111 Franklin Health
Commons: Equipment – Ambulance advanced cardiac life support and paramedics.         
Average response time – Four minutes in Farmington. Dispatch location – Franklin         
County Sheriff’s Office.

SHERIFF’S OFFICE - 124 County Way. Number of communities served – Franklin, Somerset,
Oxford, and Androscoggin counties.  Staffing and training needs – Determined by 
Management.

E911 ADDRESSING:  Town Assessor is the Addressing Officer, under Streets and Sidewalks 
Ordinance (10-1.4 G.); measurement taken from two known addresses, plotted on digitized
street address map, and a letter with the assigned address is mailed to the property owner and
all E-911 departments.

g.  Education – For RSU 9, primary/secondary school system enrollment for the most
recent year information is available and projected for the next 10 years. Extent and
condition of pedestrian and bicycle access to school facilities:

RSU 9: W. G. Mallett – 461 students. Cascade Brook – 283 students. Mt. Blue Middle – 311 
students. Mt. Blue Learning Campus – 697 students. No ten-year projections available. 

University of Maine at Farmington – 1,789 students. No ten-year projections available.

       
The following school facilities, W.G. Mallett, Cascade Brook, and Mt. Blue Middle, all have
excellent pedestrian and bicycle access.   

h.  Health Care – Major health care facilities (hospitals, clinics) and other providers 
       serving the community.  Public health and social services supported by the

community through municipal subsidy:
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Refer to "Hospital and Ambulance Service" on page 5 of the Introduction section under 
"Regional Coordination Program" – “Shared Facilities and Resources". There are no public 
health or social services supported by municipal subsidy: 

i.  Municipal Government Facilities and Services – Facilities and staffing for municipal 
administrative, enforcement, and public works operations:

Municipal Building – 153 Farmington Falls Road.  Staff: Administration – 7.5, Assessing – 1.5, 
Cemetery – 1, Code Enforcement/Planning – 2.5.

Fire Rescue Department – 153 Farmington Falls Road and 114 Philbrick Street.  Staff: 1 Full-
time; 13 Per Diem; 14 On-call

Parks and Recreation – Community Center - 127 Middle Street, Hippach Field - 306 Main
Street, Meetinghouse Park and Gazebo - 139 Main Street.  Staff: 2

Police Department – 116 Franklin Avenue. Staff: 20

Public Works – 152 Public Works Drive.  Staff: 10

Recycling – 179 Dump Road.  Staff: 2

Waste Water – 269 Farmington Falls Road.  Staff: 3 Full-time; 1 Part-time
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SECTION 6.  RECREATION
___________________________________________________________________________

Goals

The Town will continue to promote and protect its outdoor recreation opportunities and facilities 
for the citizens of Farmington and the surrounding area, including access to surface waters.  It
is also the goal of the Town to develop and participate in regional programs and activities to 
achieve regional recreational wants and needs.

Farmington will continue to work for the preservation and improvement of recreation in town by 
examining the long-range needs of the community and making recommendations for
addressing recreational deficiencies.

The Town will continue to support the promotion of the western Maine region by working with 
the Chamber of Commerce, Western Mountain Alliance, and other agencies who have initiated 
long-term efforts to further develop the region’s tourism economy and promote the image of 
Farmington as the gateway to the western Maine mountains and their varied opportunities for 
recreation.

Farmington will continue to use its ordinances, including Zoning, Site Review, and Subdivision,
which contain performance standards, to require new development to minimize negative 
impacts on the town's recreational assets.

Policies

The Town follows the minimum policies required to address State goals which are:

To maintain and upgrade existing recreational facilities as necessary to meet current future
needs; and

To preserve open space for recreation as appropriate; and

To have at least one major point of public access to major water bodies for boating, swimming 
and fishing.

Strategies

The Town follows the minimum strategies required to address State goals which are:

To create a list of recreational needs and assign responsible parties; and

To include any capital needs identified in the Capital Investment Plan; and
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To work with public and private partners to extend and maintain a network of trails for 
motorized and non-motorized uses; and 

To work with land trusts to pursue opportunities to protect open space and recreational land;
and

To provide education about the benefits and protections for landowners allowing public 
recreational access on their property.

Analyses and Key Issues

Ability of recreational facilities and programs in the community and region to accommodate 
projected growth or changes in age groups in Farmington; and

A description of important public and private active recreation programs, land and water areas 
(including hunting and fishing areas), and facilities in the community and region, including 
regional recreational opportunities as appropriate, and identification of unmet needs: 

Farmington encourages volunteers to assist in Town recreation programs through the 
Recreation Department, and encourages volunteers to assist UMF, RSU9, and other entities
with their recreation programs.

The Town encourages and promotes the use and enhancement of the system of walking the 
and multi-use trails in town by the public and supporting groups, including the Department of 
Conservation's "Rail Trail" and snowmobile trails linked to the state-wide system.

The current recreation programs in Farmington function well for both children and adults in the 
community. The Town's Recreation Center, UMF’s Fitness Center, and the Farmington’s Ski 
Club at Titcomb Mountain all have many programs for all ages.

Activities at the Farmington Recreation Department include tennis, pickleball, badminton, 
shuffleboard, basketball, baseball, softball, volleyball, playground, wading pool, horseshoes,
hitting tunnel with pitching machine, and ice skating. The primary facilities are located in the 
Community Center on Middle Street, and at Hippach Field on Main Street.  Located in the 
Community Center is a space for preteens to come and utilize the gymnasium, recreation 
room, community lounge, computer lab, gaming chamber, and weight room.

Philbrick Field is yet another Town facility and is located in Farmington Falls.  It has a covered 
pavilion and a baseball field.

Kemp Field is located on the Whittier Road in Farmington Falls, and is owned by a non-profit 
organization and used by Mt. Blue Youth Football.  

Meetinghouse Park is located downtown, has a gazebo used as a bandstand for periodic 
performances, and park benches.
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UMF’s Fitness Center activities include programs for children such as “Cradles and Crayons”, 
a daycare program designed for children six weeks to pre-kindergarten.  Participants play 
games, enjoy story time, exercises, and make new friends while parents can use the hour for
their personal exercise programs.  

Another program offered at UMF is “Summer Daze Camp” where youngsters enjoy fun 
experiences including swimming in UMF’s pool and the Sandy River, water games, field trips, 
sports, arts and crafts, hiking theme days, and much more.  

For the aging population of Farmington, UMF offers activities such as the “Gold LEAF Club” 
which is a member run organization devoted to lifelong learning in Franklin County for anyone 
age 50 or older.  The club offers intellectually stimulating classes and activities, and socializing 
with people with a similar interest in enhancing their knowledge of the world around them.  
Adult swim classes are also offered at UMF’s Fitness Center pool.

Needs for certain types of services or facilities, or upgrades or expansion of present facilities to 
either add capacity or make them more usable:

One unmet recreation need is for a covered ice rink for hockey and recreational skating.     

Important tracts of open space commonly used for recreation, either publicly owned or 
otherwise permanently conserved:

Another recreation site owned and maintained by the Town is Walton Mill Pond Park located 
off the Temple Road in West Farmington.  Activities there include are canoeing, kayaking, 
fishing, picnicking, and there is a multi-use field area.

The UMF playing fields and the open fields extending to the north along the east bank of the 
Sandy River are an important multi-use area for local residents.

Bonney, Flint, and Clifford woods (see below).

Maintenance of recreational trails in the community and management of use conflicts on these 
trails; and

Mechanisms, such as an open space fund or partnership with a land trust, to acquire important 
open spaces and access sites, either outright or through conservation easements; and

A description of trail systems, trail management organizations, and conservation organizations 
that provide trails for all-terrain vehicles, snowmobiling, skiing, mountain biking, or hiking:

The "Rail Trail" that runs from Jay through Farmington is owned by the State and is maintained 
in part by the Woodland Wanderers Snowmobile Club and area ATV clubs. This has become 
an important part of the snowmobile trail system. It is also used by ATVs, bicyclists, and 
walkers.
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Bonney Woods, located at the edge of downtown, in the vicinity of North Street, is a 10 acre 
forested area complete with a one mile nature trail, benches, and an old fenced-in cemetery.    

Flint Woods is approximately 40 acres in size, also in the vicinity of North Street and Titcomb 
Hill Road, and available activities are hiking, cross-country skiing, and biking on its 4.7 miles of 
trails.

Clifford Woods is approximately 55 acres in size and lies between Titcomb Hill Road and 
Perham Street, just west of Woodfield Drive, and has 1.4 miles of walking trails.

The Town continues to provide a portion of snowmobile registration refund to the Northern 
Lites, Shiretown Snowriders, and New Sharon snowmobile clubs for maintenance of their trail 
system.

A winter activity offered by UMF and held at the Titcomb Ski Club is the “UMF Snowcats 
Program” which is an after school ski program for children in grades K-3.  Other Programs 
offered at Titcomb Ski Club include the “Nana Webber” after-school ski or snowboard group 
lessons for children in grades 3 to 6 attending RSU#9.  This program is run by volunteers of 
the Farmington Ski Club.  The “Saturday Ski/Snowboard School” offers weekly group ski 
lessons for children who must be six years old, and snowboard lessons for children age eight
or have started second grade.  Other ski programs offered at Titcomb are the “Bill Koch Nordic 
Program”, the “Buddy Werner Program”, and “F.A.S.T." – the Farmington Area Ski Team.

Restriction of traditional access to private lands:

Almost all of the forested land in Farmington is privately owned.  Much of this land remains 
unposted and is available for hunting, but as the town grows more suburban and less rural 
such areas are less available for this recreational use.

Public access to the community’s significant water bodies, compatible with the protection of 
public drinking water sources:

The Town’s major water bodies are the Sandy River, Temple Stream, Wilson Stream, and 
Clearwater Lake.  

Shared resources and facilities with abutting towns include recreational activities involving the 
Sandy River, which is utilized by residents as far north as Maine Township E, flowing through 
Madrid, Phillips, Strong [abutting town], Farmington (with bridges in Fairbanks, West 
Farmington, and Farmington Falls), Chesterville [abutting town], New Sharon [abutting town], 
and finally discharging into the Kennebec River in Norridgewock.

There is a public access to the Sandy River located on the site of the Dept. of Human Services 
building on the east bank just south of Center Bridge.  There is also access used by the public 
at the ball field site in Fairbanks on the west bank just south of the Fairbanks Bridge. Another 
popular access to the Sandy River is via the old railbed, across the UMF playing fields, to the 
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east bank by the old railroad abutment.  The Sandy River is popular for fishing, swimming, 
canoeing, kayaking, and tubing.  

Wilson and Temple Streams are accessible for kayaking on a seasonal basis. 

Though the majority of Clearwater Lake is in Industry, a portion of it along its western shore 
lies within Farmington.  The water is clean and clear, there are beautiful views of the 
surrounding hills, and it has a public launch and picnic area at the outlet.  The lake has 
activities such as swimming, fishing, canoeing, kayaking, boating, skiing, sailing, and in the 
winter many ice shacks dot its surface.  Clearwater Lake is also the site of the Polar Bear 
Club’s annual dip on Chester Greenwood Day.

None of the above bodies of water contribute to the Town’s drinking water supply.

A map or list of publicly-used open spaces and their associated facilities, such as parking and 
toilet facilities:

Hippach Field: 

Activities:  Wading Pool, Tennis, Baseball, Softball, Skating, Playground, Basketball, 
                      Soccer, Skateboarding, Volleyball, Horseshoes, Picnicing

Facilities:  Parking, Fieldhouse, Bathrooms, Picnic Tables

Philbrick Park: 

Activities:  Baseball, Softball

Facilities:  Parking, Port-a-Potty, Pavilion, Picnic Tables

Walton Mill Pond Park: 

Activities:  Canoeing, Kayaking, Fishing, Field Games

Facilities:  Field, Picnic Tables, Parking  

Bonney, Flint, and Clifford Woods:

Activities:  Hiking

Facilities:  Parking

Rail Trail:

Activities: Jogging, Walking, Running, Biking, Cross-country Skiing, Snowmobiling, ATV
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Facilities:  Parking

UMF & FVC Fields & Woods:

Activities:  Jogging, Walking, Running, Cross-country Skiing, Field Games

Facilities:  Parking

A list of local land trusts in the area:

Bonney-Flint-Clifford Woods
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SECTION 7. WATER RESOURCES
___________________________________________________________________________

Goals, Policies, Strategies

The Town will continue to conserve natural surficial water resources and assure that they are 
adequately protected under the Town’s Shoreland Zoning Ordinance & Map, and under the 
State's Natural Resource Protection Act (NRPA) in cooperation with the State Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP), both of which regulate activities in and around the Sandy 
River, Clearwater Lake, and various streams, brooks, and wetlands within Farmington.

The Town will continue to control development in the 100-year floodplain under the Floodplain 
Management Ordinance and the accompanying FEMA NFIP/FIRM data.

The Town will continue to regulate development in the Primary and Secondary Wellhead 
Protection Areas under the Wellhead Protection Ordinance and accompanying map.  

The Town will continue to require soil stabilization, erosion control, and storm water 
management for developments through administration of its Soil Erosion Control & Storm 
Water Management, Subdivision, and Site Review Ordinances.

The Town will continue working to improve surficial and ground water quality by utilizing 
resources like DEP’s Small Community Grant Program to repair and replace failed septic 
systems that threaten the environment.

The Town will continue to promote the utilization of Best Management Practices (BMP’s) for 
agriculture, forestry, and construction to lessen transport of sediment, phosphorus, and other
pollutants into Farmington's river, lake, stream, brook, and pond resources. The Town will
continue to prevent the contamination of groundwater by following BMP’s in the management 
of the Town’s salt and sand storage facility. 

The Town will continue to work with DEP, the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), the State 
Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife (IF&W), the State Department of Marine Resources 
(DMR), U.S. Fish & Wildlife (USF&W), the U.S. Department of Forestry, the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the Maine Emergency Management Agency
(MEMA), and landowners, to mitigate erosion along the Sandy River and stabilize its banks,
thereby preserving property, farmland, woodland, and public facilities such as roads, bridges, 
and water/sewer systems.

The Town will protect groundwater aquifers by considering the implications of any proposed
massive future groundwater withdrawals by reviewing same under appropriate ordinances.
The Code Enforcement & Planning Office will continue to provide administrative assistance to 
the Planning Board to deliver effective application and enforcement of ordinance standards.
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Surface Water

Farmington’s surface water resources include all or part of three ponds, nine streams and 
brooks, and the Sandy River.

Only a small portion of Clearwater Lake is in Farmington, most of it being in Industry.  
However, the western portion lake’s watershed is in Farmington, and the land uses there can 
affect water quality and the ecosystem.  Clearwater Lake was rated class 2 in the “Maine’s 
Finest Lakes” study done by the State in 1989, with fisheries and wildlife rated “significant”.  

Ballard Pond is less than ten acres, and privately owned.  It was given a class 3 rating in the 
“Maine’s Finest Lakes” study, which indicates no known outstanding or significant values.  It 
was also classified as “highly vulnerable” under DEP’s Lake Vulnerability Index, indicating that 
1 ppb increase in phosphorus is predicted to occur within 50 years.  

Walton’s Mills Pond is a 30-acre pond formed by a dam on Temple Stream, and was not 
included in the “Maine’s Finest Lakes” study.

The Sandy River and all the other brooks and streams in Farmington have been rated by the 
Department of Environmental Protection based on water quality goals, and classified as either 
AA, A, B, or C, with AA being the highest quality.  According to this Water Classification 
Program, which was established in 1990, the Sandy River where it flows through Farmington, 
and all the brooks and streams in Farmington, are rated class B.  This was an upgrade for the 
Sandy River from C, and meant that the Town had to upgrade its wastewater treatment facility.

Class B waters have standards for dissolved oxygen and E. coli bacteria levels which make 
them suitable for drinking water supply after treatment, fishing, recreation, various industrial 
uses, navigation, and as habitat for fish and other aquatic life.  The habitat of Class B waters 
must remain “unimpaired”.  By comparison, Class A waters must remain “natural”, and Class C 
waters allow some impacts on aquatic life.

The Sandy River is one of the principal tributaries to the Kennebec River.  It is 65 miles long 
and drains 644 square miles.  It has a long history of severe floods, the most recent being in 
the spring of 1987. The Maine Rivers Study (1982, Maine Department of Conservation) rated 
the Sandy River as Class B, which means it possesses “a composite natural and recreational 
resource value with outstanding statewide significance”.  The unique/significant river resource 
values of the Sandy River identified by the study are geologic-hydrologic, critical/ecologic, 
scenic, inland fishery, whitewater boating, and canoe touring.

Aquifers  

Aquifers are saturated geological formations containing usable quantities of water.  The Maine 
Geological Survey (MGS) reports all or part of three significant sand and gravel aquifers in 
Farmington, all part of the Sandy River system.  The mapped aquifers yield at least 10 to 50 
gallons per minute (GPM), with some north of the downtown yielding 50 GPM or more.
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Several wells in town produce 150 GPM and one reports 500 GPM.  Water is also available in 
bedrock fractures throughout town, but these are harder to locate and are not mapped.  Some 
information about bedrock water resources may be gleaned from well inventory data 
maintained by MGS.

The public water supply in Farmington is solely derived from two aquifer wells along the Sandy 
River, the main one being off the Town Farm Road. The partial surface water supply from 
Varnum Pond was discontinued in the early '90s.

Ground Water

The Town’s ground water is probably its most important resource.  It can be contaminated by 
many different types of land uses that discharge pollutants into or onto the ground.  The 
primary sources of ground water contamination in Maine are malfunctioning septic tanks, 
leaking underground fuel storage tanks, salt leachate from salt/sand and stockpiles, landfill 
leachate, herbicide leachate, and certain industrial activities that have the potential for
contaminating ground water if caution is not used.

Farmington has several potential contamination sources.  They include a Maine Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) salt storage area in Fairbanks and the Town's sludge utilization site in 
the floodplain south of downtown.  The sludge site is located over an aquifer and has five 
monitoring wells, which have been monitored by the Maine Department of Environmental 
Protection for many years. Additionally, Farmington has a closed/abandoned landfill, which 
with a score of 55, is eleventh on a prioritized list of 64 such landfills based on the hazard each 
poses to the environment and to public health.  The maximum total possible points are 125.

On March 10, 1997, the Town of Farmington adopted a Wellhead Protection Ordinance and 
updated it in 2013.  The purpose of this Ordinance is to protect the public water supply from 
land uses which may pose a threat to the quality and/or quantity of the groundwater being 
extracted from wells which serve public water systems. Two Wellhead Protection Zones have 
been established consisting of the Primary and Secondary Recharge Areas.

Floodplains

The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) has been designed to provide flood insurance 
for existing properties and to limit additional development within the 100-year floodplain.  The 
requirements of the NFIP stipulate that municipalities enact regulations limiting development in 
the floodplain areas.  A 100-year flood is a flood that has one chance in 100 of being equaled 
or exceeded in any one-year period.  Floodplains are best suited for uses such as open space, 
agriculture, recreational uses not requiring major structures, and wildlife habitat.

One-hundred year flood zones are found along the Sandy River, Temple Stream, Wilson 
Stream, Barker Brook, Adams Brook, Hardy Brook, Beales Brook, Cascade Brook, and in 
spots along other small unnamed brooks.
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The floodplain of the Sandy River is known for its rich agricultural soils.  Flooding can cause 
serious erosion of these fertile intervale farmlands, although often seasonal flooding merely
serves to refresh this resource.  The streambed of the Sandy River is subject to potential 
alteration from flood events. There are homes, businesses, and roads in the floodplain area 
that can be adversely impacted by 100-year floods.

In 1987, the Sandy River overflowed its banks during the “April Fool’s Day Flood”, which was 
one of the most damaging natural disasters in Maine history.  The Town of Farmington 
suffered over $5 million in damages, according to the Maine Emergency Management Agency.  
This included the loss of the Route 4 bridge in Fairbanks, as well as farmland damage
downstream of the town's center. The cause of this flood was a combination of warm 
temperatures, a saturated thick snowpack, and heavy rain.

Changing land uses in the upper Sandy River watershed from a rural to more developed 
landscape, with natural areas being converted to impervious surfaces, exacerbated the impact 
of this flood. As the natural landscape is developed, forests and natural contours are 
increasingly replaced by cleared and leveled land, lawns, and pavement.  The developed 
landscape cannot absorb and retain water the way a natural, forested landscape does, with the 
result being not only increased runoff into lakes and rivers, but also the direct export of 
increased phosphorus and pollutants into these water bodies.

Shoreland Zoning

Farmington has an abundance of streams and brooks, as well as a major river (the Sandy 
River) and a Great Pond (Clearwater Lake).  State Shoreland Zoning law seeks to protect 
against pollution, flood hazard, and erosion, as well as conserve fish spawning grounds, 
aquatic and wildlife habitat, and shore cover.  This law specifies that certain areas surrounding 
significant bodies of water be zoned.  These zones include areas within 250 feet from the high 
water line of Great Ponds (over ten acres in size), wetlands, and rivers, and 75 feet from the 
high water line of streams.

The Town has kept its Shoreland Zoning Ordinance revised to comply with State mandated
updates.  Table 7 – 1 describes the water bodies in Farmington to which the Town ordinance 
requirements apply. 
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TABLE 7 – 1
WATERWAYS ZONED AS SHORELAND UNDER STATE LAW AND TOWN ORDINANCE

250 FEET FROM:                     AREA ZONED:

- Clearwater Lake 4000’ of shore frontage within the Town’s borders

- Sandy River Entire length of the river

- Certain MGS wetlands See Water Constraints Map

- Temple and Wilson Streams Entire length of the streams

75 FEET FROM: AREA ZONED:

- Barker Stream Entire length of stream within the Town’s borders

- Adams Stream Entire length of stream within the Town’s borders

- Unnamed Brook north of North 
Chesterville Road

Entire length of stream within the Town’s borders

- Hardy Brook Main stem and two branches south of Morrison Hill Road

- Beales Brook Main stem to point just south of Bailey Hill Road

- Cascade Brook To point just east of junction of Perham and Middle 
Streets

- Beaver Brook Main stem to second branch in the stream

- Unnamed tributary to Barker Stream 500’ along stream which crosses New Vineyard Road in 
the northernmost corner of the Town

- Unnamed tributaries to Temple Stream Main stem of brook east of Porter Hill Road; main stem of 
brook to second branch, west of Porter Hill Road, 
crossing Clover Mill Road; main stem of brook to second 
branch, west of Russells Mills Road, crossing Temple 
Road.

Within 250 feet of the Sandy River, Temple Stream, Wilson Stream, Clearwater Lake, and 
several wetlands, the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance establishes four zoning districts: General 
Development, Residential, Agriculture/Forest, and Resource Protection.  The Town’s 
Shoreland Zoning Map shows where these various districts are located.
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Most of the Shoreland Zone along the Sandy River is in the Agriculture/Forest District, with two 
Resource Protection District areas along the west bank and three Resource Protection District
areas along the east bank.  

Most of Wilson Stream is in the Agriculture/Forest District, except its western bank in the 
zoned area between Wilton and Webster Roads, which is in the Resource Protection District,
and its western bank in the zoned area east of Route 2/4 which is in the General Development
District.  

Temple Stream in West Farmington is in the General Development and Limited Residential 
Districts, and upstream of Walton Mill Pond it is mostly in the Agriculture/Forest District.  Both 
the northern and southern sections of the Shoreland Zone around Clearwater Lake are in the
Residential District, and the middle section is in the Resource Protection District. 



SECTION 8. CRITICAL NATURAL RESOURCES
___________________________________________________________________________

Goals, Policies, Strategies

The Town will continue to conserve its natural resources in order to maintain opportunities for 
farming and forestry, and to assure that water resources, soils, plants, animals, and natural 
communities/ecosystems are adequately protected.  

The Town will continue using the Town’s Shoreland Zoning, Floodplain Management, Soil 
Erosion Control & Storm Water Management, and Wellhead Protection Ordinances to provide 
adequate protection for water resources, soil resources, and natural communities/ecosystems. 

The Town will continue to identify and protect rare, threatened, and endangered plants,
animals, and natural communities/ecosystems by working with landowners, the Maine Natural 
Areas Program, and the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to document areas 
of significant or critical scientific value.  The Town's Conservation Commission will continue to 
encourage and assist property owners in the replacement of aging and/or diseased trees in the 
Town's village areas as appropriate.
Maine Overview

Maine is a land rich in contrasts between the boreal and temperate, freshwater and saltwater, 
upland and wetland, and alpine and lowlands. The state has enormous natural variety and 
owes its biological wealth to its 17.5 million acres of vast forests, rugged mountains, more than 
5,600 lakes and ponds, 5,000,000 acres of wetlands, 31,800 miles of rivers and streams, 
4,100 miles of bold coastline, and 4,613 coastal islands and ledges. Maine is the most heavily 
forested state in the nation, but also contains some of the most significant grassland and 
agricultural lands in the Northeast.
This mosaic of diverse physical settings supports a wide diversity of wildlife that can be 
equaled in few other states. Maine has the largest population of bald eagles in the Northeast. 
The state's islands support one of the most diverse nesting seabird populations on the East 
coast, including habitat for rare species such as the Roseate and Arctic Tern, Atlantic Puffin, 
and Razorbill Auk. Maine's relatively clean, free-flowing rivers sustain some of the best 
remaining populations of rare freshwater mussels and dragonflies in the East, host globally 
rare endemics, such as the Tomah mayfly and Roaring Brook mayfly, and support the recently 
listed Atlantic salmon in seven downeast rivers. Maine's mountains and forested habitats 
contribute significantly to the global breeding habitat for neotropical migrants such as Bicknell's 
Thrush and the Blackthroated-blue Warbler. The state has some of the best examples of pitch 
pine-scrub oak forest remaining in New England, hosting a suite of globally rare plants and 
invertebrates.
Maine is almost as large as all other New England states combined, yet the acreage of public 
lands is minimal. In fact, 95% of the land in the state is privately owned, thus private 
landowners are integral to the conservation of our wildlife heritage and natural resources.
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Critical Natural Resources 

Plants specific to rich, calcareous (limy) soils characteristic of the Northern New England Rich 
Mesic Forest, which is itself a unique natural feature in Maine, are to be found in parts of 
Farmington. Rich Mesic Forests are those with typically steep or moderately-steep slopes, on 
rich or over wash soils, enriched with organic matter and soluble salts, that are especially 
fertile and support a variety of rare species.

The Rich Mesic Forest is located in the southern section of Farmington between Webster 
Road and Hammond Road.  Both Squirrel-corn (Dicentra canadensis) and American Ginseng 
(Panax quinquefolius) may be found there. Blue Birch (Betula x caerula) may be located on 
the floodplain on the east bank of the Sandy River below the Fairbanks Bridge and between 
Mosher Hill Road and Clearwater Lake.

The Maine Natural Areas Program recommends that for planning, the general location of 
critical resources be noted if any change in land use activity is proposed.  In such cases, on 
request, the Maine Natural Areas Program can provide information on the specific location and 
ecological requirements of subject species to assist Town officials in evaluating projects.

Locally Significant Natural Area/Geological Features

The Mosher Pond Stream Falls is located on Mosher Pond Stream between Mosher Pond and 
Barker Stream in the northeastern corner of town.  It consists of several closely spaced falls, 
with a total drop of 62 feet, has a lower gorge, and is one of ten significant waterfall areas in 
the Kennebec River Basin.  The site is outstandingly scenic, with several vistas along the trails.

Important Plants, Animals, and Habitats
A listing follows of important plants, animals, and habitats, intended to aid in conservation 
planning. This represents the best information available at the time this Plan was updated, 
and includes rare, threatened, and endangered birds, fish, mammals, reptiles, and 
invertebrates, and significant and essential wildlife habitats.
The diversity and health of Maine’s natural resources is a priority for both residents and 
visitors. Maine’s varied landscape, rural character, and traditional resource-based economy 
heighten public familiarity and appreciation for fish and wildlife. Regular exposure to fauna in 
the everyday livelihoods of most Maine citizens reinforces concern for the state’s natural 
heritage generally, and species-at-risk in particular. The variety of wildlife is also key to the 
allure, because Maine is a mixing zone of northern species allied with boreal systems 
prevalent in neighboring Canada that yield to southern species typical of Appalachian habitats 
that predominate further south in New England and beyond.

Birds 

Birds enrich our lives and reflect the quality and health of our environment. North America
provides habitat for over 900 species of birds. The Maine Bird Records Committee considers
423 bird species (nearly half of all North American birds) to be positively documented within 
the state of Maine. Maine’s diverse mosaic of habitats supports 225 species of nesting birds.
Nearly 200 others visit Maine as either fall/spring migrants or winter residents.

8 - 2



Maine’s landscape is used by at least 29 inland species that reach the northern limits of their
breeding distribution in Maine, and 28 species reside here at their southern limits. Several 
other species have expanded their breeding ranges into Maine over the past century. New 
arrivals include the Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis) and most recently, the Eastern Screech 
Owl (Megascops asio). Two species, the Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) and the Wild 
Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo) have been reintroduced into Maine following prolonged 
extirpation. Both are now carefully monitored and managed. Maine is strategically located at 
a constriction point of the funnel in the Atlantic Flyway, a migratory path along eastern North 
America that tapers from a wide swath over the eastern Canadian arctic southward along the 
east coast. The Atlantic Ocean has a channeling effect on these migratory movements as birds 
fly south in late-summer and fall. There are conservation concerns for 35% of the bird species 
known to inhabit Maine, therefore preserving their habitats in Maine’s portion of this important 
flyway is a very important goal.

Maine forest birds and many species of wetland birds may be faring well recently, but they too 
are threatened by cumulative impacts of development, habitat fragmentation, intensive forest 
practices, invasive species, and various forest pests and diseases. While these species face 
numerous threats, vast areas of forest in Maine remain intact, presenting opportunities for 
large-scale conservation. Songbirds are well represented in Maine given our diverse 
landscape. Because the state is so heavily forested, most forest-dwelling Passerines are 
doing well with only a few “vulnerable” exceptions for specialists such as Bicknell’s Thrush 
(Catharus bicknelli). Abundance of some forest birds follows periodic boom and bust insect 
outbreaks. Overall, the health of Maine’s forest songbirds is good. Grassland birds, in 
contrast, have struggled to maintain populations in Maine.

In general, raptor populations have also fared well in Maine since the use of certain harmful
pesticides were banned. Following years of intensive management to protect nests, Bald
Eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) were delisted in 2009 and populations continue to grow
statewide. At a larger scale, threats to Maine’s raptors can be better addressed by an 
improved understanding of habitat loss, changes in population status, disturbance during 
nesting, and exposure to environmental toxins. Habitat loss includes succession (e.g., 
grassland to forest), development, fragmentation, and alteration that lead to both direct and 
indirect effects.

Maine’s numerous wetlands and riparian areas are critical to a large percentage of Maine 
birds, including shorebirds, wading birds, and waterfowl. Poorly planned development that is 
too close to wetlands put ecological functions at risk and lead to general habitat degradation, 
lower productivity, and eventual loss of birds. Maine’s diverse and abundant bird resource, like 
other wildlife species, face many natural challenges including starvation, predation, and severe 
weather. But the major threat for Maine birds remains habitat loss. Conserving high value 
habitats and directing disturbance activities away from the most sensitive habitats will go a 
long way in ensuring a viable future for Maine birds and the people of Maine who enjoy 
watching them.
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State-designated Endangered/Threatened Birds (MDIFW)

American Pipit Anthus rubescens Endangered (1997)
Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea Threatened (1997)
Atlantic Puffin Fratercula arctica Threatened (1997)
Barrow's Goldeneye Bucephala islandica Threatened (2007)
Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax Endangered (2015) / Threatened (2007)
Black Tern Chlidonias niger Endangered (1997)
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus Threatened (2007)
Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos Endangered (1987)
Grasshopper Sparrow Ammodramus savannarum Endangered (1987)
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo Threatened (2007)
Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus Threatened (1997)
Least Bittern Ixobrychus exilis Endangered (2007)
Least Tern Sternula antillarum Endangered (1984)
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus Endangered (1975)
Piping Plover Charadrius melodus Endangered (1987)
Razorbill Alca torda Threatened (1997)
Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii Endangered (1997) / Threatened (1987)
Sedge Wren Cistothorus platensis Endangered (1987)
Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus Threatened (2007)
Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda Threatened (1997)

Fish 

Maine’s freshwaters host a variety of fishes, including 39 native freshwater obligate species 
(live their entire lives in freshwater habitats) and 12 diadromous species that live part of their 
life in freshwaters. A significant proportion of fish fauna (diadromous or obligate freshwater 
species) that occur in Maine’s inland waters is non-native (19 species or 27%). Freshwater 
and diadromous fishes of North America are among the most threatened taxonomic groups. 
The American Fisheries Society reports that approximately 39% of all described species are 
considered imperiled.

Many of Maine’s native fishes compete poorly with the on-going invasions of non-native 
species whose presence can have potentially strong effects on local distribution and 
abundance. By physiological limitations, Maine’s native salmonid fishes are at or near their 
southerly range extent and all seven native species have some level of conservation concern.
In addition to threats associated with water quality and impediments to dispersal and migration, 
coldwater fishes are likely to be significantly affected by climate change in Maine.

Redfin Pickerel and Swamp Darter are State-listed as Endangered and Threatened 
respectively. Both species occur at the northern extent of their natural range in Maine where 
they have highly restricted distributions and are subject to water quality degradation and 
overall habitat loss.
State-designated Endangered/Threatened Fish (MDIFW)

Redfin Pickerel Esox americanus americanus Endangered (2007)
Swamp Darter Etheostoma fusiforme Threatened (1997)
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Invertebrates

As is true globally, invertebrates dominate Maine’s biota, both in terms of richness and 
biomass. Based on available data, it is conservatively estimated that Maine hosts a total of 
15,000 non-marine invertebrate species, or nearly 98% of the state’s animal species diversity,
including snails, freshwater mussels, mayflies, stoneflies, caddisflies, bees, wasps, ants, 
beetles, butterflies, moths, dragonflies, and damselflies.
State-designated Endangered/Threatened Invertebrates (MDIFW)

Insects

Boreal Snaketail Ophiogomphus colubrinus Threatened (2007)
Clayton’s Copper Lycaena dorcas claytoni Threatened (2015) / Endangered (1997)
Cobblestone Tiger Beetle Cicindela marginipennis Endangered (2015)
Edwards' Hairstreak Satyrium edwardsii Endangered (1997)
Frigga Fritillary Boloria Frigga Endangered (2015)
Hessel's Hairstreak Callophrys hesseli Endangered (1997)
Juniper Hairstreak Callophrys gryneus Endangered (2007)
Katahdin Arctic Oeneis polixenes katahdin Endangered (1997)
Pine Barrens Zanclognatha Zanclognatha martha Threatened (1997)
Purple Lesser Fritillary Boloria chariclea grandis Threatened (2007)
Rapids Clubtail Gomphus quadricolor Endangered (2007)
Ringed Boghaunter Williamsonia lintneri Threatened (2007)
Roaring Brook Mayfly Epeorus frisoni Threatened (2015) / Endangered (2007)
Sleepy Duskywing Erynnis brizo Threatened (2007)
Tomah Mayfly Lycia rachelae Threatened (1997)
Twilight Moth Erynnis brizo Threatened (2007)

Molluscs 

Brook Floater Alasmidonta varicose Threatened (2007)
Tidewater Mucket Leptodea ochracea Threatened (1997)
Yellow Lampmussel Lampsilis cariosa Threatened (1997)

Snails 

Six-whorled Vertigo Vertigo morseii Endangered (2015)

Mammals 

Maine’s 61 species of non-marine mammals may be best characterized as a diverse mixture of
boreal and temperate species. Maine encompasses three ecoregional provinces (Warm
Continental Mountains, Warm Continental Division, and the Hot Continental Division) and is
near the Subarctic Division in Canada. Maine’s proximity to the Subarctic Division enables
species such as the Canada Lynx, typically found in boreal forests of Canada, to thrive in the 
mixed coniferous forests of northern Maine. While Maine’s proximity to boreal and temperate 
regions may contribute to the diversity of mammals found in the state, this same proximity also 
raises a number of challenges for species that live near the edge of their range.
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Species on the southern edge of their range, like American Marten (Martes americana) and
Canada Lynx, may compete for resources with species more common to the south, such as
Fisher (Martes pennanti) and Bobcat (Lynx rufus). Although we cannot say for certain how
mammals in Maine will be affected by climate change, it will likely be the species at the edge of
their range that will experience the greatest change.

The species comprising Maine’s native mammals have remained fairly constant over the last
100 years, since extinction of the Sea Mink (Mustela macrodon) and Eastern Cougar (Felis
concolor), as well as extirpation of Caribou (Rangifer tarandus) and Gray Wolf (Canis lupus).
Today, Maine’s mammals receive greater protection through regulatory measures and the
conservation efforts carried out by MDIFW and a host of dedicated conservation partners.

Bats, as an order, perhaps face the most unified set of conservation threats. White-nose
syndrome (WNS), a deadly fungal disease, has drastically reduced populations of Myotis spp.
Because of this disease, Little Brown Bats (Myotis lucifugus) and Northern Long-eared Bats
(Myotis septentrionalis) were State-listed as Endangered in 2015, and the Eastern Small-
footed Bat (Myotis leibii) was newly State-listed as Threatened in 2015.
State-designated Endangered/Threatened Mammals (MDIFW)

Eastern Small-footed Bat Myotis leibii Threatened (2015)
Little Brown Bat Myotis lucifugus Endangered (2015)
New England Cottontail Sylvilagus transitionalis Endangered (2007)
Northern Bog Lemming Synaptomys borealis Threatened (1987)
Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis Endangered (2015)

Reptiles (Snakes & Turtles) & Amphibians (Frogs, Toads, and Salamanders)

By eastern U.S. standards, Maine is a large and climatically diverse state. Thus, while North
American reptiles and amphibians (herpetofauna) are richest at southern latitudes, Maine’s
relatively moderate southern and coastal climate permits a large number of species, especially
snakes and turtles, to reach their northeastern range limit in the state. Only one species, the
Mink Frog (Rana septentrionalis), reaches the southern edge of its range in Maine (and 
northern New Hampshire and Vermont). 

There are 36 species of herpetofauna known from Maine, including 18 amphibians and 18 
reptiles, one of which is considered extirpated (Timber Rattlesnake, Crotalus horridus). Two 
others are introduced: a salamander (Mudpuppy, Necturus maculosus) and a turtle (Red-eared 
Slider, Trachemys scripta elegans). While Maine has a lower diversity of reptiles and 
amphibians than most eastern states, it provides some of the most extensive and intact 
remaining habitat for the species it hosts. Several are of regional and national conservation 
concern.

Reptiles and amphibians are two of the most imperiled vertebrate taxa worldwide, and this
pattern of endangerment is also reflected in the status of Maine’s fauna where a relatively 
large proportion of native reptile and amphibian species (33%) are listed as State Endangered 
or Threatened (four species), Special Concern (six species), Extirpated (one species), and/or
Species of Greatest Conservation Need (one additional species).
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Among Maine’s vertebrates, reptiles are arguably the most imperiled, with eight of the state’s
native 17 species (47%) listed as Endangered, Threatened, Special Concern, Extirpated, 
and/or Species of Greatest Conservation Need. The rarity of many of the state’s snakes and 
turtles is partially attributed to the fact that nearly all reach or approach the northern edge of 
their range in Maine, but population viability for several species is further stressed by 
anthropogenic factors including most notably habitat loss, road kill, nest and hatchling loss to 
human-subsidized predators, and illegal collection.

Four of Maine’s 18 amphibian species are listed as Special Concern and/or Species of 
Greatest Conservation Need. As a group, Maine’s amphibians are relatively secure compared 
to its reptiles, likely because of their greater fecundity, higher densities, lower sensitivity to 
adult mortality factors, and generally wider range distribution across the state.

State-designated Endangered/Threatened Reptiles & Amphibians (MDIFW)

Black Racer Coluber constrictor Endangered (1987)
Blanding's Turtle Emydoidea blandingii Endangered (1997) / Threatened (1987)
Box Turtle Terrapene carolina Endangered (1987)
Spotted Turtle Clemmys guttata Threatened (1987)

Maine’s list of Federally-designated Endangered/Threatened Species (USFWS/NMFS)

Birds 

Piping Plover Charadrius melodus Threatened (1985)
Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii Endangered (1987)
Red Knot Calidris canutus rufa Threatened (2015)

Fish 

Atlantic Salmon Salmo salar Endangered (2000)
(Gulf of Maine distinct population segment)
Atlantic Sturgeon Acipenser oxyrinchus Threatened (2012)
(Gulf of Maine distinct population segment)
Short-nosed Sturgeon Acipenser brevirostrum Endangered (1967)

Mammals 

Blue Whale Balaenoptera musculus Endangered (1970)
Canada Lynx Lynx canadensis Threatened (2000)
Finback Whale Balaenoptera physalus Endangered (1970)
Gray Wolf Canis lupus Endangered (1967)
Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae Endangered (1970)
North Atlantic Right Whale Eubalaena glacialis Endangered (1970)
Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis Threatened (2015)
Sei Whale Balaenoptera borealis Endangered (1970)
Sperm Whale Physeter macrocephalus Endangered (1970)

Reptiles

Green Sea Turtle Chelonia mydas Threatened (1978)
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Leatherback Sea Turtle Dermochelys coriacea Endangered (1970)
Loggerhead Sea Turtle Caretta caretta Threatened (1978)
Kemp’s Ridley Sea Turtle Lepidochelys kempii Endangered (1970)

Plants

Eastern Prarie Fringed Orchid Platanthera leucophaea Threatened (1989)
Furbish Lousewort Pedicularis furbishiae Endangered (1978)
Small Whorled Pogonia Isotria medeoloides Threatened (1994) / Endangered (1982)

Significant, Essential, and other Animal Habitats (As designated by MDFIW)

Deer Wintering Areas
Inland Waterfowl and Bird Habitats
Significant Vernal Pools

Ecosystems 

An ecosystem, as the term is used in Maine, is a group of communities and their environment, 
occurring together over a particular portion of the landscape, and held together by some 
common physical or biotic feature. The natural communities within or each ecosystem will not 
all occur in one particular location of the ecosystem; rather, each ecosystem will be made up of 
some assortment of communities. 

Ecosystem types for Maine, with the natural communities that occur in each type, are listed at 
www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/community.htm

Natural Communities

The Maine Natural Areas Program (MNAP) has classified and distinguished 104 different 
natural community types that collectively cover the state's landscape. These include such 
habitats as floodplain forests, coastal bogs, alpine summits, and many others. Each type is 
assigned a rarity rank of 1 (rare) through 5 (common) both within Maine (state rank) and 
globally (global rank). The MNAP is particularly interested in any example of a natural 
community type ranked S1, S2, or S3, and outstanding examples (e.g., large, old growth 
stands) of S4 and S5 types.  

More information about natural communities, ecosystems, and the publication Natural 
Landscapes of Maine can be found at: www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/community.htm

Enriched Northern Hardwoods Forest (Maple - Basswood - Ash Forest)

Sometimes referred to as “cove forests,” these closed canopy forests are dominated by sugar 
maple, with beech and/or yellow birch subordinate. Basswood and white ash are typical 
indicators but are not necessarily abundant, and they are often absent in northwest Maine. 
The shrub layer is usually sparse and dominated by saplings of the canopy species. The lush 
herb layer may contain species that are strong indicators of this forest type, such as 
maidenhair fern, blue cohosh, Dutchman’s breeches, grape fern, spring beauty, and silvery 
spleenwort. 
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This herb layer and many rare species are characteristic of forests with relatively nutrient rich 
soils. Sites occur on sheltered (concave) hillsides, ravines, stream drainages, or slope bases 
where nutrients accumulate, often over calcium-bearing bedrock. Slopes often grade from 
moderate to flat as these forests straddle the base of a hillslope. Small drainage channels 
may occur in the lower portions, maintaining saturated soils over at least part of the site. 
Forests upslope often grade to typical northern hardwood forest (Beech - Birch - Maple 
Forest).

Sugar maple is dominant or co-dominant, white ash and basswood are present in central and 
southern Maine sites, basswood is absent in northwest Maine, conifers and oaks sparse or 
absent. Silvery spleenwort, maidenhair fern, blue cohosh, grape fern, Christmas fern, Braun’s 
holly fern, and Dutchman’s breeches are good herb indicators. The more typical and extensive 
Northern Hardwoods Forest is dominated by beech, birches, and sugar maple, occurs on less 
nutrient rich sites, and lacks substantial ash. 

There are many known mature occurrences of Maple - Basswood - Ash Forests in the state, 
most with a history of harvesting. However, the market pressures for hardwoods have recently 
led to heavy cutting of several sites. Typical sites where this community occurs are naturally 
small and should be buffered from surrounding forest uses. Since this natural community type 
is most often an inclusion within larger northern hardwood forests, many of the species using 
northern hardwood forests will also use this type. 

These plants are frequently found in this community type. Those with an asterisk are often 
diagnostic of this community:

Canopy
o American Beech, Ironwood, Sugar Maple*, Basswood*, White Ash

Sapling/shrub
o White Ash, American Beech, Striped Maple, Sugar Maple*, Yellow Birch,

Alternate-leaved Dogwood*
Herb

o Christmas Fern, Doll's eyes, Grape Fern, Maidenhair Fern, Round-leaved Violet,
Silvery spleenwort*, Blue Cohosh, Wild Sarsaparilla

***********************************************************************************************************

Refer to the following resource maps listed in page two of the Plan's Introduction section, 
which are to be found in the map section at the end of the Plan: 

Water Resources & Riparian Habitat - (IFW) M-11
High Value Plant & Animal Habitats - (IFW)    M-12
Undeveloped Habitat Blocks & Habitat Connections - (IFW) M-13
Wetlands Characteristics - (IFW) M-14
USFWS Priority Trust Species Habitats - (IFW) M-15
Building A Regional Landscape - (IFW) M-16
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SECTION 9. AGRICULTURAL & FOREST RESOURCES
___________________________________________________________________________

State Goal

To safeguard Maine's agricultural and forest resources from development which threatens
those resources.

Town Goal

The Town will continue to conserve its natural resources in order to maintain opportunities for 
farming and forestry, and to assure that water resources and soils are adequately protected in 
support of these land uses.  The Town will continue using its Town’s Shoreland Zoning, 
Floodplain Management, Soil Erosion Control & Storm Water Management, Subdivision, Site 
Review, and Wellhead Protection Ordinances to provide adequate protection of these water 
and soil resources in order to sustain agricultural and forestry practices and protect them from 
harmful development impacts.

Policies

The Town follows the minimum policies required to address State goals which are:

To safeguard lands identified as prime farmland or capable of supporting commercial forestry; 
and

To support farming and forestry and encourage their economic viability.

Strategies

The Town follows the minimum strategies required to address State goals which are:

To consult with the Maine Forest Service district forester when developing any land use 
regulations pertaining to forest management practices as required by 12 M.R.S. §8869; and

To consult with the Franklin County Soil and Water Conservation District staff when developing 
any land use regulations pertaining to agricultural management practices; and

To amend land use ordinances to require commercial or subdivision developments in critical 
rural areas, if same are established in the future, to maintain areas with prime farm soils as 
open space to the greatest extent practicable; and

To limit non-residential development in critical rural areas, if same are established in the future, 
to natural resource-based businesses and services, nature tourism/outdoor recreation 
businesses, farmers’ markets, and home occupations; and

To encourage owners of productive farm and forest land to enroll in the current use taxation 
programs; and.
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To permit land use activities that support productive agriculture and forestry operations, such 
as roadside stands, greenhouses, firewood operations, sawmills, log buying yards, and pick-
your-own operations; and 

To include agriculture, commercial forestry operations, and land conservation that supports 
them in local or regional economic development plans.

Agricultural Land

Approximately 4,300 acres, or 12% of the land in Farmington, is actively used for agricultural 
purposes.  Some of this acreage is leased from non-farmers for crop production - primarily hay 
and corn.  Farmers themselves own a total of 3,000 acres, and it is estimated that 30% of all 
farmland is rented.  Table 9-1 lists data from the most recent farm census available.     

TABLE 9-1
2007 USDA CENSUS DATA ON TYPE/NUMBER OF FARMS IN FARMINGTON

TYPE OF FARM NUMBER TYPE OF FARM NUMBER
Dairy 12 Turkeys 5
Beef 21 Vegetables 10
Calves 13 Hay & Haylage 46
Horses 15 Corn 12
Hogs 11 Oats 6
Sheep 13 Barley 1
Chickens (layers & broilers) 13 Berry 10
Goats 10 Soybeans 1
Maple Syrup 7 Christmas Trees 2
Potatoes 1 Horticulture 4
Orchards 3           Source:  2007 USDA Agricultural Census

Table 9-1 reveals that agriculture in Farmington is diverse, and it should be noted that many 
farms are involved with several activities and crops, so there is overlap, while others may have 
a narrow focus and some are very small.  There are a total of 105 farms in Farmington 
according to the 2007 USDA Census.  There are agricultural fields along many roads in town, 
and the farmed area on Route 2/27 between Farmington Falls and the downtown is a 
prominently visible reminder of Farmington's agricultural heritage and character.

The Economic Impact of Agriculture

Agriculture is important to the economic stability of Farmington, with the 1987 Agricultural 
Census reporting 62 farms, and the 2007 census reporting 105 farms, an increase attributable 
to the growth of small farms.  Table 9-2 lists Agricultural Census data for the town, and Table 
9-3 lists the census data for Franklin County:  
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TABLE 9 – 2
AGRICULTURAL DATA FOR FARMINGTON - 1987 & 2007

                       1987                                                                             2007
Land in farms                                                               

10 farms 1 – 49 acres                                        47 farms       1 – 49 acres
50 farms 50 – 999 acres                                    56 farms       50 – 999 acres

             2 farms       1000 or more acres                               2 farms       1000 or more acres
Market Value of Products Sold (Commodity Totals)

31 farms Less than $10,000                              87 farms        less than $50,000
23 farms $10,000 - $99,000                              17 farms        $50,000 - $249,000

8 farms $100,000 or more                                 1 farm $250,000 or more
Cropland Harvested                     

30 farms 1 – 49                                                  38 farms      1 – 49 acres
25 farms 50 – 499                                              22 farms      50 – 499 acres

1 farm 500 or more acres                              1 farm       500 or more acres
Hay, Grain, Green Chop

24 farms 1 – 49 acres                                        27 farms 1 – 49 acres
21 farms 50 – 249 acres                                    17 farms      50 – 249 acres

2 farms 250 or more acres                                         2 farms      250 or more acres
USDA Agricultural Census

Dairy farmers still play a dominant role in the agricultural sector of Farmington.  There are two 
types of dairy farms, those that are predominantly dairy, and farms where dairying acts as the 
anchoring activity for other agricultural activities.  Corn, hay, milk, and beef production are 
common accessory activities on dairy farms here.  The commercial production of vegetables, 
berries, grains, dry beans, and soybeans are some of the other agricultural activities to be 
found on farms in town.

Farm owners here have diverse marketing strategies, utilizing retail, wholesale, pick-your-own, 
and private sales, to market their products.  While the larger farms traditionally have relied on 
transportation to distant markets, many today are marketing an increasing amount of their 
production regionally and locally.  There is a direct correlation between this trend and the 
growth in small farms with the increasing popularity of the local farmers' markets.  

In 2007, Franklin County had 388 operating farms, totaling 40,740 acres, averaging 105 acres, 
with 12,157 acres in cropland.  Of these farms, 184 had operators whose principal occupation 
was farming, and 286 operators resided on the farms they ran.  Franklin County had a 19% 
loss in farmland between 2002 and 2007, while in the same period the number of farms 
increased by 22%.  The average value of buildings per farm was $276,055, and the average 
value per acre was $2,629. Of the total value of products sold, 25% were from crop sales, and 
75% were from sales of livestock and poultry.  The average value of agricultural products sold 
per farm was $21,708, and 22 farms had sales over $100,000.
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TABLE 9 – 3
FRANKLIN COUNTY 1982, 1987, 1992, 1997, 2002 & 2007 AGRICULTURAL CENSUS 

FRANKLIN COUNTY
Land in Farms        1982 1987           1992          1997               2002           2007

1 – 49 acres            61               44                45             47                 102             170 
50 – 499 acres              212             174              150           161                195             210

500 or more acres           15               10                15           13                20                8

Value of Products Sold   $7.0 M        $7.3 M          $7.5 M       $5.6 M           $6.0 M       $8.5 M
Average per farm          $24.5 K        $32 K            $36 K         $25 K            $19 K        $22 K
USDA Agricultural Census

Farm & Open Space Program

As of 2014, Farmington has 97 parcels with a total of 2,084 acres in the Farm & Open Space 
Program.

Forest Resources

It is estimated that 78%, or 27,300 acres, of Farmington is forested.  There is a great diversity 
in forestland ownership patterns throughout the town, with smaller landowners interspersed 
between larger land owners.  The largest forested parcels are mostly located along the 
periphery of the town, and often border agricultural lands.  Most forestland is mixed wood with 
areas of pure hardwood and softwood stands.  Species include maple (hard and soft), beech, 
oak, birch (yellow and white), fir, pine (white and red), spruce, hemlock, ash, and poplar. As 
in most of Franklin County, the forests are generally healthy with a strong annual growth rate.

Within a fifty-mile radius of Farmington there are four paper mills, a chip mill, a pellet mill, and 
several saw mills and bolt-wood mills.  These operations provide a variety of marketing options 
for woodlot owners.  Though some local logs are sent to Canada for processing, the majority of 
raw wood harvested in Farmington is still processed within the region.  Most foresters and 
large landowners in the area feel current markets are adequate and that there will always be a 
demand for wood as new markets emerge.

Mechanical harvesting is prevalent, although there are a few loggers who still custom harvest
with just chainsaw and skidder.  It is estimated that 20% of the forested land in Farmington is 
managed by professional foresters.  There are several local and regional professional land 
management businesses, so it is not difficult to retain management and marketing expertise.

The Tree Growth Tax Law is available to landowners who actively manage 10 or more 
contiguous acres of land.  Land classified as Tree Growth is taxed according to its current use, 
which is usually lower than its fair market value.  Though lands in Tree Growth are primarily 
managed for commercial use, there is a perceived “public good” for land in Tree Growth 
classification, as the land does not require support services from the Town, it is somewhat 
immune from the effects of development or speculation, and it provides recreational 
opportunities for local citizens and habitat for wildlife.  
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The penalty system for withdrawal from Tree Growth discourages some large landowners from 
entering the program.  If local valuation on woodland acreages remains reasonable, many
large landowners will keep their land out of Tree Growth classification.  As taxes become a 
burden to woodland owners, the land tends to be put into tree growth, or be sold for 
development or speculation. 

In 1998, Farmington had approximately 50 parcels with a total of 4,200 acres of land in Tree 
Growth.  Of this classified forestland, 926 acres (21.1%) were softwoods, 1,140 acres (30.9%) 
were hardwoods, and 1,619 acres (44%) were mixed wood.  The remaining 515 acres included
areas within the tree growth parcels such as ponds, scrubland, buildings, power line corridors, 
etc.  As of 2014, Farmington has 117 parcels (93 landowners) with a total of 7,411 acres of 
forestland in Tree Growth. Of the total acreage currently in Tree Growth, 12% is softwood, 
39% mixed wood, and 49% hardwood.

The Economic Impact of Forestry

The following harvest data was extrapolated from average annual harvest removals from 2008 
to 2012 for a sample area with a radius of 10 miles centered on Farmington.  The totals from 
the sample were apportioned (17.5%) for the purpose of creating Farmington's harvest 
calculation based on an estimate of managed timberland within the town:

- Pulp:  4,987 cords, all species with a stumpage value of $22,768
- Saw-logs:  833,700 board feet, all species, with a stumpage value of $94,043
- Biomass & Firewood:  2,390 cords with a stumpage value of $10,961 
- Bolt-wood:  532 cords with a stumpage value of $49,304
- Stud-wood:  1,903 cords with a stumpage value of $24,781

Based on the above, the approximate annual harvest stumpage value for woodlot owners in 
Farmington is $201,857.  The average stumpage value per harvested cord is $16.02.  The 
average removal rate for managed timberland is .46 cord per acre.  About half the stumpage 
value comes from sawlogs, reflecting selective harvesting as a common long-range 
management tool.  The average annual removal rate matches the average productive rate, 
therefore the total amount harvested is sustainable.

Two other forest products are commercially important to the local economy - about 1,500 
Christmas tree sales occur annually, and in favorable years 1,550 gallons of maple syrup are 
harvested.  If Christmas tree sales are calculated at $25.00 each, and the maple syrup at 
$50.00 per gallon, these two products themselves add $115,000 to the local economy.  

Several supply, support, and consulting businesses serving the forest product industry are 
currently located in Farmington and most have been here for many years.  These and the 
consistent harvest data indicate a diverse forest product economy will continue in Farmington.
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TABLE 9 – 4
SUMMARY OF TIMBER HARVEST DATA FOR FARMINGTON

1991-2013

YEAR
Selection
Harvest
Acres

Shelterwood
Harvest
Acres

Clearcut
Harvest
Acres

Total 
Harvest 
Acres

Change of
Land Use

Acres

Number 
of active

Notifications
1991 815 452 62 1329 17 26
1992 575 25 42 642 12 29
1993 437 67 14 518 2 24
1994 620 13 33 666 30 29
1995 485 40 40 565 30 28
1996 610 0 37 647 2 26
1997 893 249 20 1162 5 39
1998 1418 133 5 1556 9 42
1999 680 38 0 718 5 58
2000 1317 367 0 1684 86 55
2001 600 57 0 657 1 38
2002 843 0 5 848 5 49
2003 736 371 10 1117 33 47
2004 704 235 0 939 29 55
2005 918 78 29 1025 8 55
2006 616 17 0 633 0 34
2007 1084 130 6 1220 0 40
2008 812 37 0 849 0 36
2009 564 16 10 590 8 47
2010 610 174 0 784 14 39
2011 1207.7 133 0 1340.7 13 49
2012 759 37 0 796 4 38
2013 644 31 6 681 0 44
Total 17947.7 2700 319 20966.7 313 927

Average 780 117 14 912 14 40
Data compiled from Confidential Year End Landowner Reports to Maine Forest Service
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry - Maine Forest Service

                                                   
Analyses
                             

How important is agriculture and/or forestry and are these activities growing, stable, or 
declining?

Both these sectors are important to Farmington's economy, landowners, and residents.  
Fortunately, both the number of farms and farm acreage are on the increase here.  The 
amount of timber harvesting activity has been very consistent over time with some year to year 
variation, and is occurring at a sustainable rate.
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Is the community currently taking regulatory and/or non-regulatory steps to protect productive 
farming and forestry lands? Are there local or regional land trusts actively working to protect 
farms or forest lands in the community?

The Town adopted a Right to Farm Ordinance in 2007 to protect farms from adjacent 
development.  In 1999, the Zoning Ordinance established the Farm & Forest District to 
acknowledge the importance of these resources, uses, and activities, and this is the largest 
zoning district, comprising all areas outside the village, residential, and general purpose 
districts.  Local land trusts manage and preserve Bonney Woods, Flint Woods, and Clifford 
Woods.

Are farm and forest land owners taking advantage of the State's current use tax laws?

While the amount of land in the Farm & Open Space program has remained constant for some 
time, over the past fifteen years participation in the Tree Growth program has seen a doubling 
of parcels and acreage.

Has proximity of new homes or other incompatible uses affected the normal farming and 
logging operations?

Both farming and logging activities compatibly co-exist with residential and commercial land 
uses as this has been a traditional practice of Farmington's landowners and residents for over 
two centuries.  Farmers and loggers conscientiously utilize Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) in their activities, and new residential and commercial development is appropriately 
reviewed and managed by the Code/Planning Department and Planning Board to mitigate 
potentially negative impacts on agricultural and forestry resources, uses, and activities.

Are there large tracts of agricultural or industrial forest land that have been or may be sold for 
development in the foreseeable future? If so, what impact would this have on the community?

The only large tracts of such land that may be sold in the near future are in the vicinity of the 
Wilton Road, which is zoned General Purpose and where the Town prefers to see future 
commercial development.  Development of these properties would benefit taxpayers and 
residents by expanding the tax base, adding jobs, and increasing the local market of goods 
and services.

Is clear-cutting an issue in the community?  Is the clear-cutting related to normal woodlands 
management, or is it in preparation for land development?

Clear cutting is not an issue in Farmington, and Table 9-4 reveals that there is very little of this 
occurring historically, with only 319 acres clear-cut over a 23 year period, an average of 14 
acres a year, very likely predominately in relation to forest management plans, with a limited 
amount likely related to of clear-cut for house-lot viewscapes and commercial development.    

Do local farmers and/or loggers take steps to minimize impacts on natural resources in the 
community?  Do local farms participate in Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) 
programs?
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Farmington has a conscientious and responsible community of farmers and loggers, who 
pursue their professions on a sustainable basis and operate in compliance with Best 
Management Practices (BMPs).  This is evidenced by the very low historic incidence of 
enforcement cases.  The staffs of the local Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)
office, as well as the Franklin County Soil & Water Conservation Service (FCSWCS) office, are 
constantly working on management and conservation plans for local farmers and landowners.
There is a high participation rate among local farmers in various USDA and other programs to 
improve their farms.  Many loggers have obtained their master logger certification through the 
Certified Logging Professional (CLP) program.

Does the community support community forestry or agriculture (i.e. small woodlots, community 
forests, tree farms, community gardens, farmers’ markets, or community-supported 
agriculture)? If so, how?

The Town supports all of these activities through favorable zoning and land use ordinances 
that encourage rather than restrict same.  There is a very successful farmers' market that 
utilizes a public parking area once a week, and the Town secured CDBG funding to assist the 
Grange in creating a community kitchen and food processing facility. Backyard vegetable 
gardens are prevalent throughout town.  Many farms retail locally produced vegetables, milk, 
fruit, and maple syrup on-site, and wholesale to large retailers.  Most of the timber harvested is 
grown on small woodlots.

Does the community have Town or public woodlands under management, or that would benefit 
from forest management?

The Town has several parks and properties that are under management.  The Farmington 
Village Corporation has forest land and open space management.  Non-profit corporations 
manage the Bonney, Flint, and Clifford recreational woodlands. Forest management is 
practiced on all these properties.

Does the community have, or need, a street tree or other tree planting and maintenance 
program?

The Town has an active Conservation Commission, whose main goal is the maintenance and 
planting of street trees.  Farmington has had Tree City USA designation for nearly 40 years, 
and looks forward to participating in the State's Project Canopy program in the future. 

Are any of the farms, farmland, or managed forest lands currently under threat?

The farms, farmland, and managed forest lands within Farmington are generally economically 
and environmentally viable and, as such, are not under threat.  There is some old farmland 
within the General Purpose zoning district in the Wilton Road vicinity that the owners desire to 
market for development, and this is now the highest and best use of these properties as they
are in the midst of the Town's main commercial area.
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SECTION 10. HISTORIC & ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES
___________________________________________________________________________

Goals

To preserve Farmington's historic and archaeological resources by maintaining an inventory of 
the town's historic resources, and to identify other significant historic properties which may be 
eligible for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places; and

To preserve Farmington’s historic buildings and sites by maintaining land use ordinance 
provisions aimed at protecting historic resources; and

To encourage the participation in grant programs to help pay for the purchase and/or 
restoration and/or protection of historically important buildings; and

To work with State officials to identify any other archaeological sites which may exist in 
Farmington, especially in the Sandy River valley; and

To coordinate and cooperate with the University of Maine at Farmington to identify and 
inventory historic and archaeological resources; and

To protect the three officially recognized archaeological sites through the development review
process and ordinance provisions, and to encourage the participation in grant programs to help 
pay for their purchase and/or restoration and/or protection when available.

Policy

The Town follows the minimum policy required to address State goals which is:

To protect to the greatest extent practicable the significant historic and archaeological 
resources in the community.

Strategies

The Town follows the minimum strategies required to address State goals which are:

Through local land use ordinances, require subdivision or commercial property developers to 
look for and identify any historical and archaeological resource and to take appropriate 
measures to protect those resources, including but not limited to, modification of the proposed 
site design, construction timing, and/or extent of excavation, for sites with identified potential 
for historic and archaeological resources; and

Through local land use ordinances, incorporate maps and information provided by the Maine 
Historic Preservation Commission into the Planning Board review process; and
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To work with the local historical society and/or the Maine Historic Preservation Commission to 
maintain a comprehensive inventory of the community’s historic and archaeological resources.

Analysis and Key Issues

Minimum analyses to address State goals:

Historic patterns of settlement still evident in the community:

Settlement began along the Sandy River in Farmington Falls, where there are still several 
small businesses and a post office, and then moved further north to the geographic center of 
town.  Farmington was incorporated in 1794.  Farmington now has a thriving downtown, and 
the largest employers within the town are the University of Maine at Farmington, Franklin 
Memorial Hospital, and RSU 9. Being the seat of Franklin County, Farmington continues to be 
a forerunner in retail, services, law, finance, insurance, lending, and education for the area.

Farmington has been a farming and agricultural community since it was first settled in the 
1700s, and later attracted hydropower-dependent industries such as grain mills, sawmills, and 
canneries.  There are still many farms and woodlands with agricultural and forest products.    

The strong historic conservation ethic in Farmington is reflected by the many historic structures
that still exist in the community. 

Effective protective measures existing for historic and archaeological resources:

Archaeological resources which are located in proximity to the Sandy River are largely 
protected from development impact under the Town's Site Review, Shoreland Zoning, and 
Floodplain Management Ordinances.  Because of this regulation, much interval land is still 
used for agriculture.  

As stated in the Town of Farmington Zoning Ordinance, the purpose of the Village Business 
and Village Residential Districts is to preserve and build upon the existing village-like character 
of the downtown, West Farmington, and Farmington Falls, and to allow growth that is 
compatible with the architectural, historic, and cultural character of these areas by promoting 
the reuse of buildings therein and prohibiting incompatible uses such as heavy industrial.

Additionally, all new facades and any renovated facades in the Village Business Historic 
District must be designed and built in a manner that compliments the predominant visual 
character and quality exhibited by the existing buildings in this district.  The aim is to have all 
façade work done in a manner that does not detract from immediate neighbors or from the 
overall historic image of the Village Business Historic District.   

Local site plan and subdivision review regulations that require applicants proposing 
development in areas that may contain historic or archaeological resources to conduct a 
survey for such resources:
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As stated in the Town of Farmington’s Site Review Ordinance, if any portion of the site has 
been identified or is found to contain historic or archaeological resources, the Maine Historic 
Preservation Commission must be notified and requested to make an evaluation of the site 
and include subsequent measures for protecting these resources.

Ways in which the community has provided incentives to preserve the historic value of 
significant historic resources that have fallen into disrepair:

There are four historic village centers in Farmington: the downtown area, which is the 
commercial, cultural, and recreational center; West Farmington, which is across the Sandy 
River from downtown; Fairbanks, which includes the area between downtown and the 
Fairbanks Bridge; and Farmington Falls, which is at the intersections of Routes 2 and 27, 156, 
and 41 in the southeastern corner of the town. 

In the 1980s, the Town received Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding under 
the Downtown Revitalization Program to fund improvements to the deteriorated public 
infrastructure and neglected downtown buildings, and the benefits of this project continue 
today.  Also included in the program was the establishment of a Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) 
which continues to provide low-interest loans to new and established businesses.  In 2010 the 
RLF was amended to offer 0% interest to any downtown property owners interested in 
rehabilitating building façades. Many significant downtown properties have been restored so 
they will perpetuate the town's character well into the future.

During the 1990s, West Farmington started to decline and there was a loss of jobs in the 
neighborhood with the closing of Northeast Woodturning.  This was reflected in the condition of 
the buildings in this area, and in the past few years there has been a resurgence of 
rehabilitation, in part funded through the RLF, which has attracted new businesses there.  In
2012, the West Farmington village area was re-zoned to better reflect these changes and 
encourage additional development.

Farmington Falls was the main village center in the 1750s, and into the mid-1900s had several 
mills and stores.  It is now primarily residential with one commercial business on Routes 2/27,
and a convenience store and post office in the village center. In the early 1980s, the Town 
utilized CDBG funding to save the water system in this village, repair streets and sidewalks, 
and rehabilitate homes.  In the late 1990s, again with CDBG funds, the water system was 
further expanded and improved.

The Fairbanks area north of the downtown was also a prosperous farming and business 
community in the 1800s.  The Maine Dowel Mill there closed in the mid-1980s, and this 
property was derelict and blighted for decades, until its recent redevelopment as an affordable 
housing community - in part with CDBG funding through the Town.  It is no longer an eyesore,
and now is a visually pleasing site complete with a pond in its center. 
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Adequate community support for the active historical society and its efforts:

The Farmington Historical Society (FHS) is well established, and currently owns three
buildings; the Stephen Titcomb House on Academy Street, and the North Church and 
"Octagon" house - both located on High Street.  
The main office and museum for the FHS is the Titcomb House which was built in 1846 and is 
decorated with period furnishings.  The house is open to the public by appointment and for 
special occasions.  Thousands of artifacts and documents depicting Farmington’s rich history 
are stored there while they are being catalogued.  Many improvements and repairs have been 
made to the building over the years to maintain its integrity. 
The multi-phase restoration of the North Church, which was built in 1873, began in 2007 
thanks to a CDBG grant for Public Facilities Historic Preservation.  The lower level has been 
completely renovated and restored, and the facility is now used for public functions.
The FHS recently acquired the Hiram Ramsdell House located on High Street, which was built 
in 1858 and is currently being renovated. This building is listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP) and is one of only 19 octagon structures in Maine. 
The society’s operating expenses are paid through an endowment and donations from the 
public.  Volunteers operate the museum, and because the membership is predominately 
composed of elderly persons, this invaluable institution must attract more young members in 
the near future to sustain itself long-term.

The community supports the efforts of the FHS by forwarding any development proposal 
located within the Downtown Historic District (as described in the Town of Farmington Zoning 
Ordinance) to the FHS for their input as part of the Planning Board’s Site Review process.

The Nordica Homestead Museum on the Holley Road is another valuable historic asset which 
preserves the legacy of Lillian Nordica, the famous opera singer of the mid-1800s.  The Town's 
main contributive effort in this instance is to prevent any incompatible development from 
encroaching and/or impacting this home and surrounding property.

Conditions and Trends

Minimum data required to address State goals:

The community’s Comprehensive Planning Historic Preservation Data Set prepared and 
provided to the community by the Historic Preservation Commission, and the Office, or their 
designees.

An outline of the municipality’s history, including a brief description of the historic settlement 
patterns and events contributing to the development and character of the community and its 
surroundings.

Farmington's Historic Background:
Native Americans first came to this area because the forests and wildlife afforded them a 
comfortable life, and the rivers provided an excellent form of transportation.  
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After the surrender of Montreal in 1760, a number of individuals formed a corporation called 
the Proprietors of the Kennebec Purchase, and appointed Reuben Colburn and Associates as 
the supervisor for this area.  In 1776, Stephen Titcomb, Robert Gower, and others explored the 
area with intentions to settle and establish a community.  These early inhabitants were hard 
working and educated, and used their skills to build and sustain a growing town. 

In 1780, Reuben Colburn and Associates hired Joseph North to survey the town, which 
included topography, timber growth, soil quality, and brooks and streams leading to the Sandy 
River.  This information was considered important in attracting other settlers, and the 
proprietors decided to admit applicants upon certain conditions.  Some of these obligations 
included building and living in a house for not less than three years, and assisting with the 
development of roads, bridges, and mills.  

Representing the proprietors, Samuel Butterfield, Francis Tufts, and Dummer Sewall 
undertook the arduous journey to Boston in the winter of 1790 to obtain clear title for the 
settlers.  The Governor of Massachusetts signed the bill declaring Farmington’s incorporation   
on February 12, 1794.  The first Town Meeting was held on April 7, 1794 at the home of Dr. 
Thomas Flint, and included warrant articles for the election of seventeen kinds of officers.  

The early settlers benefited from the geographic location, rich soil, and the Sandy River, which 
would seasonally overflow with rain, melted ice, and snow from the mountain tributaries and 
streams, flooding the intervale, and leaving deposits that fertilized this land.  The settlers 
eventually used the water power from the Sandy River to operate their mills.  The first sawmill 
was built in1781 by Colburn & Pullen, the first grist mill was built in 1782 at Walton’s Mill in 
West Farmington, and in 1788 Francis Tufts built the first mill in Farmington Falls.  

The early settlers eventually found themselves handicapped in not having bridges to cross the 
Sandy River even though there were ferrying facilities.  The three proposed bridge sites were 
in northern Farmington (Fairbanks), another at Center Village (West Farmington), and a third in 
Farmington Falls.  The Center Bridge and the Falls Bridge were completed around 1808.  The 
Fairbanks Bridge was built in 1811, and was regularly assaulted by water and ice due to its 
location, requiring the bridge to be rebuilt many times over the years.  The unanticipated 
frequent flooding of the Sandy River created hardships by destroying many of the homesteads, 
bridges, and mills built by the early settlers in its floodplain.

In 1840, the Franklin County Agricultural Society was established, and the members created 
an annual fair for farmers in Farmington and surrounding communities to gather and discuss 
the improvement of agricultural crops and livestock.  Many turned to inventing and plant 
development, and also brought rare trees and unusual species to Farmington to improve the 
aesthetics of the community.  As the farmers increased agricultural production their wealth and 
status in the community influenced town business, and through the Grange they assisted in 
determining State policies.  Today, farmers still play an important and vital role in the
community. 
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The need for rapid transportation of crops, livestock, and wood products was remedied in 1859 
when the standard gauge railroad entered West Farmington.  In 1870, after a trestle had been 
built, the trains came to the Farmington station located on Front Street. 

The introduction of the two-foot ("narrow") gauge railroad extending north of town allowed for 
the reliable transportation of timber and other goods southward from the northern part of the 
county and for tourists headed north out of Farmington.  The railroad expanded its service to 
provide the residents of Farmington and smaller towns the opportunity of traveling to other 
larger communities to pursue cultural entertainment and social activities. 

Education has been a priority throughout Farmington’s history. The early residents came from 
towns in Massachusetts, and many were well educated with a strong background in arts and 
music.  At the second town meeting in 1794, the Town agreed to raise money for a school, and 
by 1846 the town had 20 school districts.  In 1803, the Farmington Academy was established 
for the higher education of their children, and when it closed in 1864 it was replaced by the 
Farmington Normal School.  The Normal School experienced several name changes over the 
years, and eventually became part of the University of Maine system in 1970.  

Farmington suffered from a major fire on October 22, 1886 that broke out on Pleasant Street 
and spread through the downtown.  The local telegraph operator sent SOS messages to the 
surrounding towns, including the cities of Lewiston and Portland, who quickly sent fire-fighting 
equipment on freight trains to battle the fire.  The rapid response prevented destruction that 
could have been far worse than the final count of 32 homes and 42 businesses.  Farmington 
began rebuilding in 1877, and many of the buildings newly erected then still stand today.

Farmington’s early manufacturing was oriented towards raw materials, such as wood products, 
food processing, printing businesses, and leather goods.  These industries depended on a 
steady supply of labor.  The closing of these businesses during the early to mid-1900s 
impacted the local economy with the loss of many jobs. 

By the mid-1900s, downtown Farmington, which had always been a service center, was a mix 
of many uses.  It became increasingly crowded because of residential growth and the ongoing 
expansion of the University of Maine at Farmington.  Many old houses were razed to make 
way for the construction of college buildings.  

During this period, several downtown businesses and car dealerships looking to expand 
decided to purchase land along the Wilton Road, thereby initiating commercial development in 
this area.  The Franklin County Memorial Hospital, which was built in 1928 on the Fairbanks 
Road, was relocated into a new hospital complex on the Wilton Road in 1972.

Franklin Memorial Hospital, RSU 9, UMF, Walmart, Franklin Savings Bank, Franklin Printing, 
and Hannaford’s are the largest employers in Farmington.   

A brief description of the location, type, extent, condition, use, local, regional, and/or national 
significance of historic resources, including but not limited to buildings, millworks, bridges, 
statues, cemeteries, trees, landscapes, and federally and/or locally designated properties 
and/or districts:
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Farmington has thirteen buildings listed on the National Register of Historic Places, and there 
are numerous other buildings which are considered to have local historical significance.  The 
town has three prehistoric archaeological sites and no known historic archaeological sites.

Source:  National Historic Registry

TABLE 10 – 1
NATIONAL HISTORIC REGISTER PROPERTIES

National Register of Historic Places YEAR 
BUILT

LOCATION

1 Little Red School House (Briggs District) – This was the last rural
schoolhouse to close in 1969.  It was moved to the Franklin County 
Agricultural Society’s grounds in 2007 and turned into a museum.

1852 179 Maple 
Avenue

2 Free Will Baptist Meetinghouse – A brick building where Elder John 
Chany took over the church and preached from 1835-1840.

1835 219 Main 
Street

3 Old Union Meetinghouse Church – This church was “raised” on July 4th
and completed 1827.

1826 107 Mason 
Road

4 Farmington Public Library – Originally named the Cutler Memorial 
Library, and dedicated to Nathan Cutler who was a resident, prominent 
lawyer, and the 7th Governor of the State of Maine.  In 2000, building 
renovations included a lobby addition.

1903 117 Academy 
Street

5 Jacob Abbot House – The author of the Rollo Book series, and over a 
100 other children’s books.  When the property was redeveloped in
1999, the house was razed and a granite memorial installed.

1819 274 Front 
Street

6 Hiram Ramsdell House – This brick Victorian Italianate-style is octagon-
shaped and one of only 19 in the state. 

1858 126 High 
Street

7 First Congregational Church – Romanesque Revival style built after the 
1886 fire.

1887 235 Main 
Street

8 Chester Greenwood House – The inventor of the earmuff and five other 
patented inventions.  This is a Victorian-style home is on a hill that 
overlooks the Sandy River and intervale.

1896 112 Hill Street

9 Tufts House – Francis Tufts built one of the first mills at Farmington 
Falls in 1788 and later constructed this brick federal – style house.

1810 818
Farmington 
Falls Road

10 Merrill Hall – The Farmington Academy which served as an ell to the 
Normal School was replaced with a brick addition in 1888.  In 1898 the 
original Normal School building was condemned and a new brick 
structure was joined to the 1888 addition.  It was later named after I. 
Warren Merrill and is currently the oldest public building on a Maine 
campus.  

1898 224 Main 
Street

11 “Green Acres” – This Victorian/Italianate was the home of Harold 
Titcomb.

circa 
1880

130 Court 
Street

12 Franklin County Courthouse – The brick building survived the 1886 fire 
that destroyed most of the downtown.

1885 140 Main 
Street

13 Nordica Homestead – This was opera singer Lillian Nordica’s family 
home.  It is currently a museum decorated with her belongings including 
gowns, jewelry, furniture, and artifacts.

circa 
1840

116 Nordica 
Lane
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Source:  National Historic Registry

Source:  Town Records

       Sites of Historic Significance
North Church – Is owned by the Farmington Historical Society, and in 
2007 received a CDBG grant for their Phase I restoration plans to 
provide public access.

1873 118 High Street

Odd Fellows Building - Served as the town's movie theater until 1995. circa 
1920

223 Broadway

Samuel Butterfield House – This is one of the oldest homes still standing 
and now houses a bank.

circa
1789

237 Wilton Road

Silas Gould Homestead  circa 
1790

154 Knowlton 
Corner Rd.

Fairbanks Union Church circa 
1895

583 Fairbanks 
Road

Fyfe Homestead 237 Wilton Road
Court and Orchard Streets Houses 
Civil War Obelisk  1903 Meetinghouse 

Park
Veterans Honor Roll Meetinghouse 

Park
World War I Memorial Fairbanks Road

CEMETERY NAMES LOCATION MAP / LOT
Belcher Anson Street U16-134
Blake Memorial Farmington Falls Road R01-023-A
Bragg-Porter-Smith-North Farmington Town Farm Road R14-048-A
Butterfield Wilton Road U32-015
Center Meetinghouse-Court House Cony Street U15-106
Fairview Farmington Falls Road U08-007
Gay South Strong Road R16-002
Gower Farmington Falls Road R06-020-A
Holley Holley Road R17-006-A
John Austin Town Farm Road U29
Knowlton Knowlton Corner Road R03-012
Lowell Whittier Road R02-002-A
Mosher Hill Mosher Hill Road R17-031
Perham Weeks Mills Road R12-038
Pratt - Case Farmington Falls Road U05-006
Red Schoolhouse-Briggs Red Schoolhouse Road R04-001-A
Riverside 1 & 2 Farmington Falls Road U08-006
Russells Mills Temple Road R10-026-A
Sewall Sewall Road R12-074
Sweetser Family Burying Ground Temple Road R10-030
Eastler Family Cemetery Mosher Hill Road R17-020
Webster North Chesterville Road R03-048-A
Wendall Davis Mosher Hill Road R12-021
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Local historical society and/or preservation organizations:

The Farmington Historical Society

The Nordic Homestead Museum

General description of potential threats to the existence, physical integrity, or quality of 
identified historic and archaeological resources:

Some historic buildings have fallen into disrepair, and often renovations to historic structures 
may not preserve the character of the original architecture.
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SECTION 11. FISCAL CAPACITY & CAPITAL INVESTMENT PLAN
____________________________________________________________________________

Goal

To plan for, finance, and develop an efficient system of public facilities and services to 
accommodate anticipated growth and economic development.

Analyses and Key Issues

In general, are tax revenues from new development offsetting the cost of needed additional 
services and capital investments?

New development slowed considerably following the economic downturn in 2008, and has yet to 
return to annual rates of increase experienced up to that year.  Farmington is fortunate to have a 
considerable commercial tax base to buffer the impact on residential taxpayers of funding any 
needed additional services and capital investments. Since 2008, there has been some new 
growth in development to slightly grow the tax base, but the greatest benefit since 2008 has 
been from the Town's minimizing departmental budget increases and deferring for now any 
large increases in expenditures for additional services and capital investments.

What are the capital investment and budgeting priorities identified in other sections of the plan?

The five-year Road Plan in the Transportation Section (4) is currently the highest priority for 
funding after years of deferred maintenance and deferred reconstruction.  Local funding 
required in this plan totals $1,133,802, in addition to anticipated Local Roads funding from the 
State.  

What changes in the community's tax base are anticipated and how will they affect the 
community?  What impact do tax exempt properties and tax incentive programs have on taxes?

The Town expects that investment in the development of new commercial projects will begin to 
increase over the next five years.  There has been some modest improvement, and projects like 
the taxable 32 unit affordable housing development begun in 2013 indicate that 2014 will again 
see a modest increase in tax base.  There are no substantial new projects planned on the 
University of Maine at Farmington (UMF) campus, or the Franklin Memorial Hospital (FMH) 
campus, both of which are tax-exempt.  The Town's TIF has generated some useful funding for 
economic development projects to enhance Farmington's retail and service business areas.  A 
new Downtown TIF district is anticipated to generate more such funding for similar initiatives.

How does the community currently fund its capital investments?  How will future capital 
investments identified in the plan be funded?  Does the community have any impact fee
ordinances?

Whenever possible, the Town funds capital investments from revenues and reserve funds, as 
approved by the taxpayers through Town Meeting Warrant Articles.  Recently, small tax
increases have enabled the Town to fund long overdue road improvements without the use of 
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bonds.  The Town recently paid off the long-term debt that financed the sewer treatment plant 
upgrade, and sewer rates were lowered as well as connection fees.  The Sewer Ordinance 
contains an impact fee schedule for new connections to the system.

If the community plans to borrow to pay for capital investments, does the community have 
sufficient borrowing capacity to obtain the necessary funds?

While no significant borrowing for capital investments is anticipated in the next five years, 
Farmington currently has a very low debt level which gives it significant borrowing capacity 
should the taxpayers decide to make such investments. The current S&P bond rating is AA-.

How do County and school administrative unit assessments and/or obligations affect local ability 
to finance proposed capital investments?

The local consensus is that the County is fiscally responsible, and does its best to 
conservatively administer its budget and the resulting taxes on its Towns.  While Farmington 
feels the burden of the failure of the State to fully fund its ongoing obligations to Towns, it is 
fortunate to have had a new elementary school and a new high school built in town in recent 
years, the benefits of which largely accrue to local residents.

How are State or local spending limitations, such as those in "LD 1" (P.L. 2005, Chapter 2)
affecting the community's ability to pay for needed infrastructure and services?

Since "LD 1" was enacted, Town citizens, at the annual Town Meeting in March, have 
consistently voted to increase the spending limit imposed by this law.  This follows frugal 
planning and lean department budgets, and the consensus of the voters is that they need to use 
home rule to maintain a certain level of services which they are not willing to allow to degrade
any further.

What efforts has the community made to participate in or explore sharing capital investments 
with neighboring communities?

Farmington shares capital investments made with other communities in the following entities:  
RSU 9, North Star Ambulance, and Androscoggin Valley Council of Governments. The Town 
has also applied for a matching grant to purchase a fire truck (tanker) jointly with the 
neighboring Town of Chesterville.

Conditions and Trends

Identify community revenues and expenditures by category for the last five (5) years and explain 
trends:

Similar to most small Towns, Farmington's largest source of revenue is property taxes.  
Fortunately, the tax base is composed of a sizeable amount of commercial property, which 
helps compensate for the large amount of tax-exempt property and also stabilizes residential 
property taxes. The Assessing Department has recently updated all valuations to 100%.
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TABLE 11 – 1
ANNUAL VALUATION, MIL RATE, TAX REVENUE

2009 – 2013

Year Assessed Valuation Personal Property Mil Rate Tax Commitment
2009 $371,784,160 $27,597,300 15.30 $6,110,536
2010 $376,193,146 $25,187,300 15.95 $6,402,018
2011 $380,928,700 $25,584,700 16.01 $6,507,772
2012 $383,125,760 $24,904,100 16.60 $6,773,295
2013 $436,530,355 $25,436,200 15.75 $7,275,973

Town of Farmington Town Reports

TABLE 11 – 2
REVENUE SOURCES

2009 – 2013

YR
Property

Tax
Excise

Tax
Intergovern-

mental
Non-Major 

Funds
Misc. Total

2009 $6,112,707 $789,526 $938,800 $434,013 $269,040 $8,544,086
2010 $6,397,561 $772,470 $886,263 $368,848 $263,874 $8,320,168
2011 $6,499,746 $766,044 $882,343 $598,457 $253,801 $9,000,351
2012 $6,785,161 $785,559 $911,046 $583,598 $222,676 $9,288,040
2013 $7,242,981 $818,080 $881,740 $169,132 $150,151 $9,978,676

Town of Farmington - Annual Town Reports

Describe means of funding capital items (reserve funds, bonding, etc.) and identify any outside 
funding sources:

Several Town departments (Public Works, Fire Rescue, Police, Sewer) use reserve fund 
accounts to accrue for the procurement of items such as equipment and vehicular needs.  
Bonding is sparingly used for large capital projects such as Waste Water Treatment Plant 
upgrades, etc.  Many capital improvements, such as road reconstruction, are funded annually by 
Town voters acting on Town Meeting Warrant Articles.  

The Town has benefited from many CDBG funded projects over the years:

Two Community Enterprise (CE) grants were used in recent years for further improvements to 
the downtown infrastructure:

The first CE grant of $150,000 in FY 2006 was for the Church Street project.  The Town 
changed Church Street to one-way, and improved pedestrian accessibility and safety with 
new sidewalks, curbing, and lighting. Additional vehicle parking was provided, driver 
visibility improved, and the street was also rebuilt.
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In FY 2011, the second CE grant, in the amount of $150,000, funded a downtown project 
which was prompted by recent construction, increased traffic, and retail and professional 
business growth in the Front Street area.  The emphasis of the project was to improve 
drainage, install sidewalks and curbing, and improve vehicle traffic flow.  

Two Public Facilities (PF) grants were used in recent years for further improvements to the 
downtown infrastructure:

The first PF grant of $100,000 in FY 2007 funded improvements and renovations to the 
historic North Church, including foundation and floor repair, and this facility is now open 
as a public venue for performances, events, and gatherings.

In FY 2011, the second PF grant in the amount of $40,000 was used to improve
downtown's Meetinghouse Park. All walkways within the park were reconstructed, steps
were rebuilt, new railings were installed, an accessibility ramp and crosswalk were built,
and new benches placed. 

In FY 2010, a Housing Assistance (HA) grant of $315,000 was used to renovate seventeen 
mobile homes at the "82 High St." affordable housing community for LMI families. Roofing, 
insulation, heating, windows, doors, flooring, electrical, siding, and interior painting were among 
the components replaced and/or repaired.

In FY 2012, a Public Infrastructure (PI) grant of $500,000 was used for sewer, water, drainage, 
and road construction at the new state-of-the-art 32 unit affordable housing project for the 
elderly at the "Willow Springs" property.

Describe the community's tax base, its degree of stability and any anticipated changes during 
the planning period.  Include local and State valuations and local mil rates for the last five years:

Due to the fact that the University of Maine at Farmington, Franklin Memorial Hospital, and a 
substantial segment of RSU 9 facilities are located here, over one third of the property in town is 
tax-exempt.  Due to its being a service center, Farmington is fortunate to have a substantial 
commercial property tax-base.  Both the tax-exempt institutional and taxable commercial 
property components are stable, as is the taxable residential segment.  No notable changes are 
expected in the next five years, and steady but slow growth is predicted in the additions to 
taxable residential and commercial property in the next five years.

Identify any significant tax-exempt properties:

Significant tax-exempt properties:

The Franklin Memorial Hospital campus, buildings and facilities
The University of Maine at Farmington campus, buildings, and facilities
RSU 9 campuses, buildings, and facilities



11-5

Town owned tax-exempt properties:

Town Office/Fire Station
Public Works Facility
Police Station
Farmington Falls Fire Station
West Farmington Fire Station
Transfer Station
Waste Water Treatment Facility
Community Center
Hippach Field
Walton Mill Pond Park
Philbrick Park
Meetinghouse Park
VIS Park
Bjorn Park
Fairbanks School Facility

County owned tax-exempt properties: 

Franklin County Courthouse
Franklin County Jail
Franklin County Animal Shelter

State of Maine owned tax-exempt properties:

Maine District Court
State of Maine Rail Trail
State of Maine Park & Ride

Other tax-exempt properties:

Bonney Woods
Clifford Woods
Community Concepts
Farmington Grange #12
Farmington Historical Society
Farmington Home for the Aged
Farmington Public Library
Farmington Village Corp
Flint Woods
Franklin County Agricultural Society (Fairgrounds)
Franklin County’s Children’s Task Force
Leap, Inc.
Medical Care Development, Inc.
Mt. Blue Housing Inc.
Nordica Memorial Association, Inc.
No. Chesterville Grange #20
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Safe Voices
Tri-County Mental Health
Work First, Inc.

Farmington’s churches are also tax-exempt and some of them include:

Church of Latter Day Saints
Fairbanks Presbyterian Church
Farmington Baptist Church
Farmington Church of Christ
Farmington Congregation of Jehovah
Farmington United Methodist Church 
First Congregation Church of Christ
Henderson Memorial Baptist Church
Living Waters Assembly of God
Maine Baptist Church
Maine Seventh Day Adventists
Mt. Blue Assembly of God
Nazarene Church
New Hope Baptist Church
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
Trinity United Methodist Church
Union Baptist Church

Cemeteries:

Belcher
Blake Memorial
Porter – Smith – North Farmington
Butterfield
Center Meetinghouse – Court House
Fairview
Gay
Gower
Holley
John Austin
Knowlton
Lowell
Mosher Hill
Perham
Pratt – Case
Red Schoolhouse – Briggs
Riverside
Russells Mills
Sewall
Sweetser Family Burying Ground
Eastler Family Cemetery
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Webster
Wendall Davis

Calculate current revenue dedicated to tax incentive programs (e.g. tax increment finance 
district, tree growth, farmland, and open space).

Total valuation of land classified in Tree Growth in FY 2013: $1,752,000

Total valuation of land classified in Farmland in FY 2013: $   963,400

Total valuation of land classified in Open Space in FY 2013: $       5,600

Total value of Tax Increment Finance District in FY 2013: $2,755,100

Identify “LD 1” limits for the previous five years.  Describe any occasions where “LD 1” limits 
were surpassed, including the purpose and amount.

“LD 1” Limits:

2009: $2,280,313   2010: $2,714,598   2011: $2,701,048   2012: $2,655,435   2013: $2,819,507

Amounts Raised:

2009: $2,208,235   2010: $2,549,809   2011: $2,578,342   2012: $2,731,031   2013: $2,978,975

“LD 1” Underrides/(Overrides):

2009: $72,077   2010: $164,788   2011: $122,705   2012: ($75,596)   2013: ($159,468)

Policies

The Town follows the minimum policies required to address State goals which are:

To finance existing and future facilities and services in a cost effective manner; and 

To explore grants available to assist in the funding of capital investments within the community; 
and

To reduce Maine’s tax burden by staying within LD 1 spending limitations when possible.

Strategies

The Town follows the minimum strategies required to address State goals which are:

Implement the capital improvement program annually or biennially; and 
Explore opportunities to work with neighboring communities to plan for and finance shared or 
adjacent capital investments to increase cost savings and efficiencies; and 
Consider the need of increasing the reserve fund to put the Town in a better financial position.
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The above strategic tasks are the responsibility of the Board of Selectmen and the Town 
Manager on an ongoing basis as part of their administrative and managerial duties.

Capital Investment Plan

The Town maintains a comprehensive plan than includes a capital investment plan that:

Identifies and summarizes all anticipated capital investment needs within the planning period, 
including estimated costs and timing, and identifies which are municipal growth-related capital 
investments; and

Establishes general funding priorities among the community capital investments; and

Identifies potential funding sources and funding mechanisms; and

Considers operating costs and ways to conserve energy.
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Capital Improvements Plan – 2014

Department
Municipal Building Seal parking lots $     6,000 O

Administration
Public Works Begin Morrison Hill Road Reconstruction                     $ 173,000

$ 41,000
GW

Overlays - Voter Hill, Front Street $    92,000 W
Work on all gravel roads $ 10,000 O
Road Maintenance - Titcomb Hill Rd. and Porter 
Hill Rd.

$ 20,000 O

Replace culvert on Bailey Hill $   12,000 O
Shop Maintenance - install generator $     8,000 R
Replace plow truck $   82,000 R
Replace sidewalk tractor thru Lease-Purchase 
(1st of 6 payments)

$   21,025 R

   
Fire Rescue Upgrade 1998 Hurst Cutter on rescue tool $   6,500 O

Grant match for tanker $    6,250 R

Police Police Cruiser $   33,000 O

Parks/Recreation &
Community Center

Hippach Field:
Basketball court crack repair and sealer

Supplemental pump and filter system for wading 
pool

$   2,275
$   2,275

$    2,440

O
R

R

Wastewater Clean interceptor sewer (18”) from Front St. to 
DHHS Bldg. (This is an hourly rate based on 3 hrs.  
More time will mean greater cost).

$   6,525 O

Sources: 
Grants (includes 
LORAP):   G

$ 173,000

Operational Budget:          
O

$    96,300

Bonding/Borrowing:          
B

$               0  

Reserve Funds:                
R

$ 121,990

Unassigned Fund Bal:      
U

$             0

Taxes – Warrant Article:   
W

$ 133,000

TOTALS $ 524,290
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Capital Improvements Plan – 2015

Department
Municipal Building ADA auto door openers $        8,000 R

Administration
Public Works Complete Morrison Hill road reconstruction, start 

Porter Hill Road                          
$     172,000
$     134,000

GW

Road maintenance:  Mohawk, Seminole, Shawnee 
Drive

$       10,000 O

Gravel Road Work $     10,000 O
Replace culverts, ditching, repair storm basins, 
patch

$     40,000 O

Rebuild Perham Street sidewalk $       20,000 O
Build new sidewalk – Hill Street and Main Street 
(grant match)

$      20,000 R

Shop Repairs – door maintenance and replace 2 
windows

$         5,000 R

Replace plow truck and plows $     120,000 R
New sidewalk tractor Lease-Purchase 
(2nd of 6 payments)

$     20,630 R

   
Fire Rescue Replace 20 air packs and 20 spare bottles $     100,450

$     100,450
W
G

Police Police cruiser $     33,000 O
Replace carpet $        5,000 R

Parks/Recreation &
Community Center

Purchase used pickup
Hippach Field:
Repair/restore masonry piers (1st of 3 approp.)

Repaint grandstand
Community Center:
Plumbing and drain work
Refinish floor – seating area
Finish repainting gym walls
Install floor tile in rear stairwells and recreation 
department office

$        8,000

$     3,000  
$       3,000
$       2,500

$       2,500
$        3,500  
$        3,000

$       1,600

O

O
R
O

O
O
O
O

Wastewater Clean interceptor sewer (18”) from DHHS Bldg. to 
Plant (This is an hourly rate based on 3 hrs.  More 
time will mean greater cost).

$        6,525 O
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Capital Improvements Plan – 2015 – Continued

Department
Sources: 
Grants (includes 
LORAP):   G

$    272,450

Operational Budget:          
O

$     143,625

Bonding/Borrowing:          
B

$             0  

Reserve Funds:                
R

$    181,630

Unassigned Fund Bal:      
U

$               0

Taxes – Warrant Article:   
W

$     234,450

TOTALS $     832,155
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Capital Improvements Plan – 2016

Department
Municipal Building ADA Architectural Study $    7,500 O

Administration
Public Works Complete Porter Hill Road reconstruction, start 

Titcomb Hill Road                          
$    172,000
$    101,000

GW

Overlay Prescott, Mohawk, Seminole, Shawnee 
Drives

$      60,000 W

Gravel Road Work $      10,000 O
Replace culverts, ditching, repair storm drain work,  
patch 

$      40,000 O

Rebuild Front Street sidewalk $      20,000 O
Shop repairs – door maintenance $         6,000 R
Replace plow truck and plows $    120,000 R
New sidewalk Tractor Lease-Purchase 
(3rd of 6 payments)

$      20,630 R

   
Fire Rescue                --- $                0

Police Police Cruiser $    34,000 O
Detective Car $    34,000 O

Parks/Recreation &
Community Center

Hippach Field:
Repair/restore masonry piers (2nd of 3 approp.)

Community Center:
Repave curbing at church side of parking lot
Refinish floor – side sections of seating area
Locker room renovations (1st of 3 approp.)

$      3,000  
$        3,000  

$         1,750
$         4,500  
$       5,000

O
R

O
O
O

Wastewater Replace sludge press (equipment plus engineered 
installation costs)

$    400,000
$    600,000

R
B

Sources: 
Grants (includes 
LORAP):   G

$    172,000

Operational Budget:          
O

$    159,750

Bonding/Borrowing:          
B

$    600,000  

Reserve Funds:                
R

$    549,630

Unassigned Fund Bal:      
U

$              0

Taxes – Warrant Article:   
W

$    161,000

TOTALS $ 1,642,380
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Capital Improvements Plan – 2017

Department
Municipal Building Upgrade air handling system $       35,000 W

Administration
Public Works Complete Titcomb Hill Road construction                    $    172,000

$    112,000
GW

Road Maintenance – pave Osborn Road or section 
of Webster Road

$       30,000 W

Gravel road work $       10,000 O
Replace culverts, ditching, patching $       40,000 O

Sidewalk repairs - TBD $       20,000 O
Shop repairs – install new boiler $     20,000 R
Equipment replacement – new loader $    120,000 R
New sidewalk tractor Lease-Purchase 
(4th of 6 Payments)

$      20,630 R

   
Fire Rescue                                          --- $                0

Police Police Cruiser $       34,000 O

Parks/Recreation &
Community Center

Hippach Field:
Repair/Restore Masonry
Piers (3rd of 3 approp.)

Community Center:
Patch and seal the parking lot and finish the rest of 
curbing around the lot
Locker room renovations (2nd of 3 approp.)
Elevator/Lift to meet ADA (1st of 2 approp.)

$         3,000
$         3,000

$         3,000

$         5,000

$       12,500

O
R

O

O

O

Wastewater Install mechanical bar rack/grit removal before 
influent pumps TBD

Sources: 
Grants (includes 
LORAP):   G

$   172,000

Operational Budget:          
O

$   127,500

Bonding/Borrowing:          
B

$                0

Reserve Funds:                
R

$   163,630

Unassigned Fund Bal:      
U

$                0

Taxes – Warrant Article:   
W

$   177,000

TOTALS $   640,130
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Capital Improvements Plan – 2018

Department
Municipal Building Provide ADA access to Downstairs Meeting Room $       50,000 W

Administration Replace network server $     10,000 O
Public Works Road repairs - TBD                         $    172,000

$    138,000
GW

Road maintenance – TBD $       40,000 O
Gravel road work $       10,000 O
Ditching $       12,000 O
Sidewalk repairs - TBD $     20,000 O
Replace equipment (to be determined) $   120,000 R
New sidewalk tractor Lease-Purchase 
(5th of 6 payments)

$    20,630 R

Fire Rescue Replace 2004 SUV (communications vehicle) $     10,000
$    40,000  

R
G

Police Police Cruiser
Computer Server

$     35,000
$     10,000

O
O

Parks/Recreation &
Community Center

Community Center:
Locker room renovations (3rd of 3 approp.)
Elevator/Lift to meet ADA (2nd of 2 approp.)

Waltons Mill Pond Park:
Repairs to Dam

$       5,000  
$     12,500 

$      30,000

O
O

U

Wastewater Integrate more of the plant processes into SCADA 
system.  Purchase 1 or 2 tablet computers for use 
with GIS (if operational)

$    15,000  O

Sources:
Grants (includes 
LORAP):   G

$   212,000

Operational Budget:          
O

$   169,500

Bonding/Borrowing:          
B

$                0

Reserve Funds:                
R

$   150,630

Unassigned Fund Bal:      
U

$     30,000 

Taxes – Warrant Article:   
W

$   188,000

TOTALS $   750,130
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SECTION 12.  EXISTING LAND USE
___________________________________________________________________________

Goal

To encourage orderly growth and development in appropriate areas of each community, while 
protecting the state’s rural character, making efficient use of public services, and preventing 
development sprawl.

Analyses and Key Issues

How is most recent development occurring: lot by lot; in subdivisions; or in planned 
developments? How is recent development consistent with the community’s vision?

Recent residential development has been equally split between individual lot-by-lot type and 
within existing subdivisions.  Subdivisions approved in recent years have been ten lots or less.  
The only recent planned residential development project is Brookside Village located at the 
Willow Springs site.  The Town adopted a Subdivision Ordinance in 2003, and this was 
amended in 2005.  Most subdivisions are served by Town water and sewer, and there are a 
few of ten lots or less that are not so served.  Recent commercial service and retail business 
development has primarily occurred downtown and on the Wilton Road, with some small 
similar growth on the Farmington Falls Road.

Following is a list of approved subdivisions, including subdivision modifications (noted as 
"rev."), with their date and number of lots (or number of units if so noted): 
 

TABLE 12 – 1
SUBDIVISIONS 1950 – 2014

Date Name #
Lots

#
Dev.

Map / Lot

1950 Franklin County Savings Bank 28 22 U18 (Belcher Rd., Highland Ave., Forest Ct.)
1956 Fairbanks Park (rev. 1977) 45 38 U25 (see Barlen Street)
1963 Gilbert (Davis Road) 18 16 U4 (see Summit & Cook Aves.)
1969 Mountain View Estates (rev. 1976 & 2001) 36 26 R12 / 46 – 49, 51, 52, 70 to 80 
1969 Temple Stream Heights 11 7 U30 (see Valley View Dr.)
1972 Voter Hill Estates ( rev. 2003 & 2010) 71 22 R19 / 1A, 1B, 1C, 2 to 68 
1973 Sherwood Apartments – Units 15 15 U7 / 4A
1973 M. C. Smith Apts.  – Units 10 10 U20 / 32
1973 Voter Hill 5 3 R9 / 8, 8B-1, 8B-2, 8C, 8D
1974 Sunset View Estates (Adams Cir.) 22 21 U24 / 7-1 to 7-22
1975 Johnson Heights 9 9 U13 / 136, 136B,C,D   137A to 137D
1975 Everett Vining 5 5 R14 / 10
1975 Huff 5 5 U2 / 1, 1-1, 1-3, 1-4, 1-5
1976 Arthur McCleary 4 4 U27 / 5A to 5D
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Date Name #
Lots

#
Dev.

Map / Lot

1976 Durrell (Rt. 27) 4 4 R16 / 44D to 44G
1976 Lander 4 4 U17 / 9, 9A, 9B   R11 / 38
1976 Perham Heights (Woodfield Dr.) 15 11 U17 / 9C to 9Q
1976 Mountain View (York) 6 6 U4 / 14 to 18, 41
1976 Gary Bouffard 3 2 U38 / 5, 5A, 5B
1977 Stinchfield 3 2 R5 / 18B, 18C, 18D
1977 Vining Enterprises 16 16 U28 / 7-1 to 7-16 
1977 Arthur Harris (Federal Row) 5 4 R17 / 39A to 39E
1977 Green Acre Apts. – Units 12 12 R11 / 29C
1977 Farmington Court – Units 24 24 U16 / 132A
1978 Mt. Blue Estates (rev. 1996) 13 13 U5 / 7-1 to 7-13
1978 Hazel Thompson – Units 40 40 R11 / 4C
1978 Sunrise Village (rev. 1986) 57 28 T1
1978 McCleary (rev. 1981) 4 4 U27 / 5A to 5D
1978 Richards 4 4 U28 / 2, 2A, 2B   U23 / 49
1978 Leavitt (Bailey Hill) 2 2 R11 / 34A, 34F
1979 Farrington 3 0 R3 / 51A, 51B, 51C
1979 Gardner-Drake Block 3 2 U31 / 62, 64
1980 Ethel Walton – Units 39 39 R11 / 4D
1980 Berner 4 4 R10 / 40B to 40E
1980 Bannock Mountain Trust 4 2 R9 / 13-1 to 13-4
1980 Hatfield 3 3 R1 / 5, 5A, 5B
1982 Birch Hill Estates – Units (rev. 1986 &1988) 36 3 R11 / 38-A1, 38-A2, 38-A3
1982 Healthy Ways 3 2 U38 / 4A, 4B, 4C
1983 Sunny Hill (Begin-Old Hospital) 10 10 U21 / 1-1 to 1-10
1983 North Street Assoc. – Units 24 24 U16 / 66
1983 Wilson Stream Fields (rev. 1995 & 1998) 7 2 R4 / 20, 21-1 to 21-6, 20G
1984 Stankowicz 4 4 R16 / 40A to 40D
1984 Reed (Bailey Hill) 3 3 R11 / 34C, 34D, 34E
1985 Chiappinelli 4 3 U37 / 18A, 19A, 19B, 20
1986 Granite Heights (rev. 2004, 2011, 2013) 57 36 R20 / 1 to 57
1986 Gordon (rev. 2006 & 2008) 7 6 R18 / 8, 8A to 8F
1986 Franklin Manor II – Units 12 12 U16 / 60
1987 Deer Crossing – Units 24 24 R11 / 4
1987 The Birches (rev. 1989) 9 5 R7 / 4, 4-2A, 4B, 4C, 4-2 to 4-6
1987 Twin Birches Trailer Park 9 9 U30 / 51-1 to 51-9
1987 Brackett – Units (rev. 1990 – lots) 9 9 R14 / 9
1988 Ward (Dowell Mill) 3 3 U20 / 13, 13A, 13C
1988 Cascade Leisure Park (rev. 1992) 76 40 U9 / 1A, 1 to 75
1988 Mosher Hill Vistas 6 3 R17 / 60 to 65
1988 Applewood Estates 5 5 R8 / 14, 16 to 19
1988 Hilltop Estates (rev. 1996) 5 4 R4 / 24-1, 24-1A, 24-2, 24-3, 24-4
1988 Vacation Estates 11 8 R13 / 20-1 to 20-11
1988 Lealagi, Inc. (rev. 2005) 9 7 R05/ 30-1 to 30-10
1988 Michael and Donna Brackett 2 1 R14 / 4, 4A
1988 Washcorp (Kuklinski) 2 2 U38 / 4, 4D
1988 Green Acres Estates (rev. 1989) 23 20 R4 / 1-1 to 1-23
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Date Name #
Lots

#
Dev.

Map / Lot

1989 Fairbanks Heights (Unique Designs) 11 6 U24 / 2-1 to 2-11
1989 Voter Hill (Lamkin) 14 4 R9 / 8-1 to 8-14
1989 Paul Distefano (Meadowbrook) 15 0 R15 / 6
1989 Cowen Hill Woods (Kidd) 4 2 R16 / 32A to 32D
1989 Swihart & Dilendick (Greenview) 2 2 R16 / 40F, 40G
1989 Davenport (Bailey Hill) 2 2 R11 / 34, 34E
1989 Belczynski – Units 12 12 U19 / 11
1990 Glenview Terrace – Units 24 16 U16 / 66B
1990 May-Dec (Bean) 3 2 U32 / 7, 7A, 7B
1990 Greta Zerbst 3 2 R5 / 25, 25-2, 25-3
1990 William Tuck Estates 10 0 R14 / 26, 26G to 26O
1990 Moose Lane (Breton) 3 3 R3 / 36A, 36B, 36C
1990 Honey House – Units (Cox) 8 8 U2 / 23
1990 Partridge Road – Units 5 5 U22 / 1
1990 Perham Street – Units 14 14 U16 / 96
1990 Perham Hill Estates (Shepard) 2 2 R7 / 4-2, 4-2A
1991 Simcock (Holley Farms) 4 2 R13 / 1C, 1D, 20, 20C
1991 Wal-Mart 3 1 U37 / 20, 20A, 20B
1992 Keith Howard (rev. 2005) 4 3 R16 / 41, 41A, 41B
1992 Wilson Stream (Kuklinski) 6 5 R3 / 58-1 to 58-4, 58-5A, 58-5B
1992 Western Maine Land Trust 8 7 R15 / 22-1 to 22-6, 22A, 22B
1992 Farmington Construction (rev.1999 & 2009) 8 6 U15 / 58-1 to 58-6, 58-3A, 58-3B
1992 Harold Jones (rev. 1996) 5 1 U36 / 6, 6A, 6B, 6C, 6F
1993 Helmut Bitterauf 4 3 U38 / 4C, 4C-1, 4C-2, 4E
1993 Cascade Brook (John Eubanks) 3 2 R11 / 29, 29E, 29F
1993 Leavitt Hill (Lambert – rev. 1996) 4 1 R18 / 13-1 to 13-4
1993 Mar-Wick Farm Estates 5 5 R5 / 20, 21-1, 21-1A, 21-1B, 21-2
1994 Deer View (John Budek) 2 2 R3 / 17A, 17B
1994 Catherine Baldwin 4 2 R17 / 38-1 to 38-4
1995 Narrow Gauge (Moore – rev. 1997) 4 3 U15 / 58D-1 to 58D-4
1995 Everett Vining 7 0 R10 / 79C-1 to 79C-7
1995 Pine Tree Terrace (rev. 1996) 21 17 R14 / 6-1 to 6-21
1995 John Doughty 2 1 U31 / 40
1995 Pinewood Terrace (30 bed facility) 1 1 U9 / 9
1997 Richard Gray 5 4 R11 / 15-1 to 15-5
1997 James Lannon (rev. 2006 & 2007) 2 1 R9 / 8B-1, 8B-2
1999 Kashke Terraces (Durrell) 14 0 U23 / 11-1 to 11-14
1999 Robert & Kathleen Kerr – Units 14 4 R11 / 15A
1999 Jim and Sue Grant – Units 4 4 U15 / 58-2
2002 Dunkin Donuts 2 2 U37 / 17, 17A
2003 Melcher (rev. 2004) 3 2 R11 / 34, 34E
2003 Maxham 2 2 R13 / 6A, 6B
2004 West Grand View Estates 10 5 R7 / 11, 11-1 to 11-10
2004 East Grand View Estates 11 3 R7 / 10, 10-1 to 10-10 
2004 Farmington Heights Apts. – Units 12 12 U7 / 2A
2004 Knowlton Corner Acres (Frank) 3 2 R3 / 8, 8-1, 8-2
2004 Knowlton Estates (Greenwood) 5 3 R3 / 6-1 to 6-5
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Date Name #
Lots

#
Dev.

Map / Lot

2004 English Garden Estates – Units 8 0 R3 / 4
2004 Brookwood Estates (Berry) 5 0 R1 / 2-1 to 2-5
2005 Davis Road Estates (rev. 2007) 4 2 U4 / 40-1, 40-2, 40-1A, 40-4
2005 MacNeil 2 1 R5 / 17A, 17D
2006 Cushing Subdivision 2 1 R11 / 25-1, 25-2
2007 Titcomb Hill Properties (Otley) 3 0 R4 / 10-1, 10-2, 10-3
2007 Farmington Heights 9 2 R8 / 8A-1 to 8A-9
2007 Willow Springs – Units (39 Bldgs.) 57 0 U20 / 13
2007 Bradford C. Luker 7 3 R12 / 33-1 to 33-7
2007 Coastal Enterprises, Inc. – Units 23 0 U34 / 6-1, 6-2, 6-3
2007 No View Estates (Frank) 4 1 R3 / 50-1 to 50-5
2007 Vining Land Development 14 1 U11 / 54-1 to 54-14
2010 Sandra L. Griffin 2 1 R5 / 3-1, 3-2
2011 Three Rivers Orthopedics, LLC 3 2 R4 / 11-1, 11-2, 11-3
2012 Hardy Brook (Daku) 7 0 R4 / 22-1 to 22-7
2013 Brookside Village – Units 32 32 U20 / 13
Source:  Town Records, 2014

If the community considers itself rural, urban, or suburban, what are the characteristics that 
contribute to that sense? How does it fit in the regional context?

Farmington is a mix of urban, suburban and rural.  Its urban areas are downtown and along the 
Wilton Road, with suburban areas between these and the outlying rural areas.  Active farm and 
forest areas help preserve the rural character of what is a very dynamic service center 
community. 

Is recent development occurring predominantly within or adjacent to traditional settlements or 
expanding into rural areas?

Much recent residential development has been within older, existing subdivisions.  This has 
resulted in the final build out stage in these developments.  Scattered single home 
development throughout town by those desiring a rural environment continues as it has in the 
past.  This outlying residential construction has not fragmented or significantly impacted the 
farm and forest segment of the town.  Recent commercial service and retail business 
development has primarily occurred within the established urban areas of town.

How effective are current land use regulations and other non-regulatory measures in directing 
growth to appropriate areas and protecting critical resources? How might they be improved?

Since the adoption of town-wide zoning in 1999, Farmington has been successful in effectively 
managing and directing its growth to appropriate areas and protecting critical resources.  

In addition to utilizing the Zoning Ordinance and its performance standards, the Town uses the 
Site Review Ordinance, the Subdivision Ordinance, and Soil Erosion Control & Storm Water 
Management Ordinance to manage and direct growth.  The Floodplain Management and 
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Shoreland Zoning Ordinances are also used to protect critical resources such as waterways 
and wetlands.                

How do current regulations promote or inhibit development in keeping with the community’s 
traditional village or neighborhood character?

The Zoning and Sign Ordinances contain façade and sign design requirements intended to 
maintain the town's historic character.  In 2007, the Town added Open Space Residential 
Development performance standards to its Zoning Ordinance as a way to allow increased 
density coupled with a balance of designated open space.  This was adopted so future growth 
in suburban areas adjacent to the town's core could retain traditional village neighborhood 
character.

Given current regulations, development trends, and population projections, how many new 
residential units and how much commercial, institutional, and/or industrial development will 
occur in the planning period? Where will this development go?

Following are the number of stick-built single-family homes constructed in town for the years 
2005 through 2013:

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

27 16 13 7 6 9 2 7 4
Source: Town Records, 2014

The average over this period was 10 new houses per year, which is the maximum anticipated 
annually over the next five years.  When the impact of the recent recession has fully abated, it 
is predicted that the number could recover to a range of 10-15 new stick-built homes annually.  
This level of residential growth is easily accommodated by the availability of vacant approved 
subdivision lots and single rural lots, without creating any burden on the Town's existing public 
facility infrastructure.  In the next five years, there will be some recovery in 
commercial/industrial development, primarily on the Wilton Road.  It is also anticipated there 
will be some additional elderly/low-income housing unit development in this period, and some 
modest build-out at the Willow Springs elderly condo site.  

What is the community’s administrative capacity to manage its land use regulation program, 
including planning board and code enforcement officer?

A full-time CEO, a full-time CEO Assistant, and a half-time Planning Assistant administer the 
Town's land-use ordinances in conjunction with a seven-member (with two alternates) 
Planning Board, a five-member (with two alternates) Appeals Board, and a five-member 
Zoning Board.  

Are environmentally suitable areas within or adjacent to the growth area(s) identified for the 
location of mobile home parks?
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Mobile home parks are allowed in all areas of town except for the three village districts.  Site 
Review criteria would be applied by the Planning Board in reviewing a proposal to locate same 
where permissible.   

Conditions and Trends

Minimum data required to address State goals:

An existing land use map, with land use classifications:  
Refer to Town Zoning Map

Summary of current lot dimensional standards:  
Refer to Town Zoning Ordinance

Description or map identifying the location of lots and primary structures created within the last 
ten years; including residential, institutional, commercial, and industrial development:  
Refer to Code Office Project Registration Logs 2004-2013

Map depicting the constraints to development identified in the plan: 
Refer to Zoning Map, Shoreland Zoning Map, Floodplain Map, and Wellhead Protection Map 

Identify locations in the community where mobile homes parks are allowed:
Refer to Zoning Ordinance Table of Uses and Zoning Map

Provide a brief description of existing land use regulations and other tools utilized to manage 
land use:
The Town utilizes the following Ordinances to regulate land use within its boundaries:

Automobile Graveyard, Automobile Recycling Business, and Junkyard
Biosolids and Other Residuals
Floodplain Management
Sexually Oriented Business
Shoreland Zoning
Sign
Site Review
Soil Erosion Control & Storm Water Management 
Subdivision
Wellhead Protection
Wireless Telecommunications Facility
Mass Gathering
Zoning

Estimate the minimum amount of land needed to accommodate projected residential, 
institutional, commercial, or industrial development at least (10) years into the future:
Based on a ten year average of 15 new houses per year, with an average lot size of 50,000 
SF, and the likelihood of two new large commercial developments along the Wilton Road 
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within the next ten years, it is estimated that 175 acres will be utilized for residential 
development and 125 acres for commercial/industrial development, for a total of 300 acres.
Also refer to Future land Use Policies and Strategies.

Certification of the Town of Farmington Comprehensive Plan

The Town of Farmington Board of Selectmen certifies that this Comprehensive Plan was 
prepared to comply with the Growth Management Act (30 M.R.S. §4312 et seq.), and that it 
includes all of the applicable required elements under the Maine Comprehensive Plan Criteria 
Rule (07-105 CMR 208).
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Precipitation is the source of all water.  Surface water and ground water are related.  
Drinking water can come from either source.  Ground contaminants can affect both.
The relationship between ground water and surface water is part of the hydrologic 
cycle.  Precipitation that falls from the atmosphere as rain or snow reaches the land 
surface and recharges rivers, lakes, wetlands, and other surface bodies of water directly 
through overland runoff.  Surface water also seeps into the ground through infiltration 
and eventually reaches the ground water; or through evaporation, returns to the 
atmosphere.  Water evaporates from leaves and stems of plants through transpiration.

Overland
Runoff

Lake

InfiltrationInfiltration

Evaporation
TranspirationPrecipitation

Overland
Runoff

Lake

InfiltrationInfiltration

Evaporation
TranspirationPrecipitation

Overland
Runoff

Lake

InfiltrationInfiltration

Evaporation
TranspirationPrecipitation

Relationship of Ground Water and Surface Water

Shoreland Zoning
Maine’s Mandatory Shoreland Zoning Act is intended to protect water quality, conserve 
wildlife habitat, and preserve the natural beauty of Maine’s shoreline areas.  Successful 
implementation requires local awareness of and appreciation for surface water 
resources and effective enforcement of setback and buffer requirements.

   At a minimum, Maine’s shoreland zones include all land within:
   •  250 feet of the high-water line of any pond over 10 acres, any river that drains at 
       least 25 square miles, and all tidal waters and saltwater marshes;
   •  250 feet of a freshwater wetland over 10 acres (except “forested” wetlands); and
   •  75 feet of a stream that is either an outlet stream of a great pond, or located below 
       the confluence of two perennial streams as depicted on a USGS topographic map.

Shoreland zoning encourages towns to provide greater protection to their local water 
resources by applying shoreland zone protections to additional resource types such as 
smaller streams and wetlands, and rare terrestrial features.  For specific guidance 
regarding Maine’s Mandatory Shoreland Zoning Act contact the Dept. of Environmental 
Protection Shoreland Zoning Unit:  207-287-3901 (Augusta), 207-822-6300 (Portland), 
207-941-4116 (Bangor). www.maine.gov/dep/blwq/docstand/szpage.htm
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A watershed includes all of the land that drains to a common waterbody. The areas 
within the watershed are linked ecologically by the water, sediment, nutrients, and 
pollutants that flow through them. For the purpose of mapping "hydrological units", 
watersheds are often grouped into larger drainages or divided into smaller ones.  
Drainage divides (shown on main map as yellow line), are the smallest hydrological 
units and generally drain into small ponds, wetlands, or streams. These units are 
grouped into subwatersheds (shown on both the main map and the above inset map
by the yellow-brown-yellow outlines).

Regional View of Watersheds

1 inch = 4 miles
Subwatersheds

Main Map Extent

Data Sources
DATA SOURCE INFORMATION
   (note: italicized file names can be downloaded from Maine Office of GIS)
TOWNSHIP BOUNDARIES
   Maine Office of GIS (2006); metwp24
ROADS
   Maine Office of GIS, Maine Department of 
   Transportation (2005); medotpub
HYDROLOGY
   Maine Office of GIS, U.S. Geological Survey (2004); 
   hyd24 
DEVELOPED
   Maine Office of GIS, Maine Department of 
   Environmental Protection (contact agency for 
   this multiple agency collaboration) (2005);  imperv
NATIONAL WETLANDS INVENTORY
   Maine Office of GIS, U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
   Service (1998);  nwi

DATA SOURCE CONTACT INFORMATION
Maine Office of GIS: http://www.maine.gov/megis/
Maine Natural Areas Program:  http://www.maine.gov/doc/nrimc/mnap/
Maine Department of Marine Resources: http://www.maine.gov/dmr/
Maine Department of Transportation: http://www.maine.gov/mdot/
Maine Geological Survey: http://www.maine.gov/doc/nrimc/mgs/mgs.htm
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife: http://www.maine.gov/ifw

DIGITAL DATA REQUEST
To request digital data for a town or organization, please visit our website.
http://www.beginningwithhabitat.org/the_maps/gis_data_request.html

SHELLFISH
   Maine Department of Marine Resources; 
   softshell_clams, hard_clams
RIPARIAN BUFFERS
   Maine Natural Areas Program (2005)
WELLS, WELL BUFFERS
   Maine Office of GIS, Maine Department of Human 
   Services-Drinking Water Program (2004); wells, wellsbuf
AQUIFERS
   Maine Office of GIS, Maine Geological Survey  (2006); 
   aquifer_polygons
DRAINAGE DIVIDES
   Maine Office of GIS (1994); medrdvd
BROOK TROUT HABITAT
   Maine Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife (2011)

This map depicts riparian areas associated with major surface water features and 
important public water resources. This map does not depict all streams or wetlands 
known to occur on the landscape and should not be used as a substitute for on the 
ground surveys. This map should be used as a planning reference only and is intended 
to illustrate the natural hydrologic connections between surface water features.  
Protecting riparian habitats protects water quality, maintains habitat connections, and 
safegards important economic resources including recreational and commercial fisheries.

LEGEND

Organized Township Boundary

&% Public Water Supply Wells

Brook Trout Habitat - Streams and ponds, buffered to 100 feet, where wild  
Brook Trout populations have been documented, or managed to enhance local 
fisheries.

Developed- Impervious surfaces including buildings and roads

Unorganized Township 

Selected Town or Area

Source protection area - Buffers that represent source water protection areas
for wells and surface water intakes that serve the public water supply.  Their 
size is proportional to population served and/or by the type of water supply 
system.  These buffers range from 300 to 2,500 feet in radius.  

Aquifers - flow of at least 10 gallons per minute

NWI Wetlands - National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) uses aerial photographs to 
approximate wetland locations.  NWI data is not a comprehensive mapping of 
wetland resources and typically under represents the presence of wetlands on 
the landscape.  The presence of wetlands needs to be determined in the field 
prior to conducting activities that could result in wetland disturbance.

Riparian Habitat - depicted using common regulatory zones including a 
250-foot-wide strip around Great Ponds (ponds >10 acres), rivers, coastline, 
and wetlands >10 acres and a 75-foot-wide strip around streams.  Riparian 
areas depicted on this map may already be affected by existing land uses. 
Shellfish Growing Areas - The Maine Department of Marine Resources maps 
growing areas for economically important shellfish resources.  This map depicts 
softshell and hard clam resources in order to illustrate the relation of these 
resources to streams and shoreline areas vital to their conservation.

Subwatersheds - Drainage divides are grouped together to form 
subwatersheds.  See inset below for more information.

Drainage divides - These are the smallest hydrologic units mapped in Maine.  
They contain watershed boundaries for most ponds and rivers in Maine.
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Data Sources
DATA SOURCE INFORMATION
   (note: italicized file names can be downloaded from Maine Office of GIS)
TOWNSHIP BOUNDARIES
   Maine Office of GIS (2006); metwp24
ROADS
   Maine Office of GIS, Maine Department of Transportation (2005); medotpub
HYDROLOGY
   Maine Office of GIS, U.S. Geological Survey (2004);  hyd24 
DEVELOPED
   Maine Office of GIS, Maine Department of Environmental Protection (contact agency 
   for this multiple agency collaboration) (2005);  imperv
ESSENTIAL & SIGNIFICANT WILDLIFE HABITATS
   Maine Office of GIS, Maine Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife;  ehplvtrn, ehrtern, sni 
RARE NATURAL COMMUNITIES & PLANTS
   Maine Natural Areas Program
ATLANTIC SALMON HABITAT
   Maine Office of GIS, Maine Atlantic Salmon Commission, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (2006); ashab3

DATA SOURCE CONTACT INFORMATION
Maine Office of GIS: http://www.maine.gov/megis/catalog/
Maine Natural Areas Program: http://www.maine.gov/doc/nrimc/mnap/
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife: http://www.maine.gov/ifw/
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Gulf of Maine Program: http://gulfofmaine.fws.gov
Maine Atlantic Salmon Commission: http://www.maine.gov/asc/
Maine Department of Transportation: http://www.maine.gov/mdot/

DIGITAL DATA REQUEST
To request digital data for a town or organization, please visit our website.
http://www.beginningwithhabitat.org/the_maps/gis_data_request.html

LEGEND

Beginning with Habitat (BwH) is a voluntary tool intended to assist landowners, resource 
managers, planners, and municipalities in identifying and making informed decisions 
about areas of potential natural resource concern. This data includes the best available 
information provided through BwH’s coalition partners as of the map date, and is intended 
for information purposes only. It should not be interpreted as a comprehensive analysis of 
plant and animal occurrences or other local resources, but rather as an initial screen to 
flag areas where agency consultation may be appropriate. Habitat data sets are updated 
continuously as more accurate and current data becomes available. However, as many 
areas have not been completely surveyed, features may be present that are not yet 
mapped, and the boundaries of some depicted features may need to be revised. Local 
knowledge is critical in providing accurate data. If errors are noted in the current depiction 
of resources, please contact our office. Some habitat features depicted on this map are 
regulated by the State of Maine through the Maine Endangered Species Act (Essential 
Habitats and threatened and endangered species occurrences) and Natural Resources 
Protection Act (Significant Wildlife Habitat). We recommend consultation with MDIFW 
Regional Biologists or MNAP Ecologists if activities are proposed within resource areas 
depicted on this map. Consultation early in the planning process usually helps to resolve 
regulatory concerns and minimize agency review time. For MDIFW and MNAP contact 
information, visit http://www.beginningwithhabitat.org/contacts/index.html.

Rare or Exemplary Plants and Natural Communities

Known rare, threatened, or endangered plant occurrences are based on field observations.  
Consult with a Maine Natural Areas Program (MNAP) Ecologist to determine conservation 
needs of particular species. For more information regarding rare plants, the complete list of 
tracked species and fact sheets for those species can be found at: http://www.maine.gov/
doc/nrimc/mnap/features/plantlist.htm

Rare Plant Locations

The MNAP has classified and distinguished 98 different natural community types that 
collectively cover the state’s landscape. These include such habitats as floodplain forests, 
coastal bogs, alpine summits, and many others. Each type is assigned a rarity rank of 1 (rare) 
through 5 (common). Mapped rare natural communities or ecosystems, or exemplary 
examples of common natural communities or ecosystems, are based on field surveys and 
aerial photo interpretation. Consult with an MNAP Ecologist to determine conservation needs
of particular communities or ecosystems.  

Rare or Exemplary Natural Community Locations

Essential Wildlife Habitats

Maine's Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife (MDIFW, www.state.me.us/ifw) maps areas 
currently or historically providing habitat essential to the conservation of endangered or 
threatened species as directed by the Maine Endangered Species Act (12 MRSA, Chapter 
925, Subchapter 3, Sections 12804 and 12806) and regulations (MDIFW Rules, Chapter 
8.05). Identification of Essential Habitat areas is based on species observations and 
confirmed habitat use. If a project occurs partly or wholly within an Essential Habitat, it must 
be evaluated by MDIFW before state and/or municipal permits can be approved or project 
activities can take place.

Roseate Tern Nesting Area or
Piping Plover-Least Tern Nesting, Feeding, & Brood-Rearing Area

Significant Wildlife Habitats

A pool depression used for breeding by amphibians and other indicator species and that 
portion of the critical terrestrial habitat within 250 ft of the spring or fall high water mark.  A 
vernal pool must have the following characteristics: natural origin, nonpermanent hydroperiod, 
lack permanently flowing inlet or outlet, and lack predatory fish.

Significant Vernal Pools

Breeding, migrating/staging, or wintering areas for coastal waterfowl or breeding, feeding, 
loafing, migrating, or roosting areas for coastal wading birds.  Tidal Waterfowl/Wading Bird 
habitats include aquatic beds, eelgrass, emergent wetlands, mudflats, seaweed communities, 
and reefs.

Tidal Waterfowl / Wading Bird

Coastal staging areas that provide feeding habitat like tidal mud flats or roosting habitat like 
gravel bars or sand spits for migrating shorebirds

Shorebird Areas

An island, ledge, or portion thereof in tidal waters with documented, nesting seabirds or 
suitable nesting habitat for endangered seabirds.  

Seabird Nesting Island

Freshwater breeding, migration/staging, and wintering habitats for inland waterfowl or 
breeding, feeding, loafing, migration, or roosting habitats for inland wading birds.

Inland Waterfowl / Wading Bird

Forested area possibly used by deer for shelter during periods of deep snow and cold 
temperatures. Assessing the current value of a deer wintering area requires on-site 
investigation and verification by IF&W staff. Locations depicted should be considered as 
approximate only.

Candidate Deer Wintering Area

Maine's Natural Resources Protection Act (NRPA, 1988) is administered by the Maine 
Department of Environmental Protection (MDEP; http://www.maine.gov/dep/blwq/docstand/
nrpapage.htm) and is intended to prevent further degradation and loss of natural resources 
in the state, including the above Significant Wildlife Habitats that have been mapped by 
MDIFW. MDEP has regulatory authority over most Significant Wildlife Habitat types. The 
regional MDEP office should be consulted when considering a project in these areas.

Maine's Natural Resources Protection Act 

Rare, Threatened, or Endangered Wildlife

Consult with an MDIFW regional biologist to determine the relative importance and 
conservation needs of the specific location and supporting habitat.  For more information 
regarding individual species visit our website, http://www.maine.gov/ifw/wildlife/species/
endangered_species/state_list.htm, for species specific fact sheets.

The Federal Endangered Species Act requires actions authorized, funded, or carried out 
by federal agancies be reviewed by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. If your project occurs 
near an occurrence of the Atlantic Salmon, Roseate Tern, Piping Plover, Canada Lynx, New 
England Cottontail, Fubish's Lousewort, or Small-whorled Pagonia contact the Maine Field 
Office, USFWS, 1168 Main St., Old Town, ME 04468.

Known rare, threatened, or endangered species occurrence and/or the associated 
habitats based on species sightings.  

Atlantic Salmon Spawning/Rearing Habitat

Mapped by Atlantic Salmon Commission (ASC) and US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
from field surveys on selected Penobscot and Kennebec River tributaries and the Dennys, 
Ducktrap, East Machias, Machias, Pleasant, Narraguagus, and Sheepscot Rivers.

Atlantic Salmon Limited Spawning Habitat

Atlantic Salmon Rearing Habitat

Atlantic Salmon Spawning Habitat

Organized Township Boundary

Unorganized Township 

Developed: Impervious surfaces such as buildings and roads

Selected Town or Area of Interest
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DATA SOURCE INFORMATION 
   (note: italicized file names can be downloaded from Maine Office of GIS)
TOWNSHIP BOUNDARIES
   Maine Office of GIS (2006); metwp24
ROADS
   Maine Office of GIS, Maine Department of Transportation (2005); medotpub
HYDROLOGY
   Maine Office of GIS, U.S. Geological Survey (2004); hyd24 
UNDEVELOPED HABITAT BLOCKS, DEVELOPMENT BUFFER, CONNECTORS  
   Beginning with Habitat
CONSERVATION LANDS
   Bureau of Parks and Land, Land Use Regularty Commission, Department of Inland 
   Fisheries and Wildlife, State Planning Office (2012);  conserved_lands 
AERIAL IMAGERY
   U.S. Department of Agriculture: NAIP 2011 - state-wide 1-meter color orthoimagery

DATA SOURCE CONTACT INFORMATION  
Maine Office of GIS - http://www.maine.gov/megis/catalog/
Maine Natural Areas Program - http://www.maine.gov/doc/nrimc/mnap/
Maine Dept. of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife - http://www.maine.gov/ifw/
Maine Department of Transportation - http://www.maine.gov/mdot/
Maine Department of Environmental Protection - http://www.maine.gov/dep/

DIGITAL DATA REQUEST 
To request digital data for a town or organization, visit our website.
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Regional Undeveloped Blocks

1 inch equals 5 miles1 : 325,000

500-1,000 acres

1,000-5,000 acres

> 5,000 acres

0 - 250 acres

250-500 acres

Developed Areas

This map highlights undeveloped natural areas likely to provide core habitat blocks and 
habitat connections that facilitate species movements between blocks.  Undeveloped 
habitat blocks provide relatively undisturbed habitat conditions required by many of 
Maine’s species. Habitat connections provide necessary opportunities for wildlife to travel 
between preferred habitat types in search for food, water, and mates. Roads and 
development fragment habitat blocks and can be barriers to moving wildlife. By 
maintaining a network of interconnected blocks towns and land trusts can protect a wide 
variety of Maine’s species—both rare and common—to help ensure rich species diversity 
long into the future. Maintaining a network of these large rural open spaces also protects 
future opportunities for forestry, agriculture, and outdoor recreation. 

LEGEND

Organized Township Boundary

Roads

Selected Town or Area of Interest

Unorganized Township

Ownership Type  (transparent layers)

Federal
National parks, forests, and wildlife refuges.

State
Wildlife Management Areas and other properties managed by the Department of Inland 
Fisheries and Wildlife, state parks, and parcels managed by the Bureau of Parks & 
Lands.

Municipal
Town parks, athletic fields, community forests, etc.

Private Conservation
Properties owned and managed by private (usually non-profit) organizations such as 
The Nature Conservancy, Maine Coast Heritage Trust; Trust for Public Land, and local 
land trusts.

Easement
Voluntary legal agreements that allow landowners to realize economic benefit by 
permanently restricting the amount and type of future development and other uses on all 
or part of their property as they continue to own and use it. 

The State of Maine’s conserved lands database includes lands in federal, state, and 
non-profit ownership. It does not include many privately owned conservation lands, 
especially those protected by local land trusts, or town owned conservation lands. For the 
most accurate and current information about land ownership, consult with the local 
assessor and/or other local land management agencies. If public access potential to any 
of the properties displayed here is uncertain, landowners should be contacted to 
determine if permission is necessary.

Conserved Lands

Development Buffer (pale transparency)
250-500 foot buffer around improved roads and developed areas 
(based on development intensity).

Undeveloped Habitat Block
Remaining land outside of Development Buffers.  
Blocks greater than 100 acres are labeled with their estimated acreage

Habitat Blocks

Note: The width of both habitat connection types indicates traffic volume, and 
corresponding level of threat of habitat fragmentation and animal mortality.  Wide lines 
indicate average daily traffic volumes greater than 2000 vehicles. Narrow lines indicate 
less than 2000 vehicles per day.

!(
Highway Bridge Connectors
Maine Dept. of Transportation bridges along I-95 and I-295 that span riparian 
habitat connecting adjacent habitat blocks that are separated by the highway.  
These are locations where species are likely to take advantage of 
infrastructure to move between habitat blocks.

Undeveloped Block Connectors
Likely habitat areas linking undeveloped habitat blocks greater than 100 acres.

Riparian Connectors 
Likely crossing locations for wetland dependent species moving between 
waterways and wetlands divided by roads 

The habitat connections represented on this map were identified by predictive computer 
modeling that highlighted locations where quality habitat is likely to occur on both sides 
of a given road between undeveloped habitat blocks greater than 100-acres and between 
higher value wetlands. The habitat connectors represented on this map are approximate 
and have not been field verified.

Approximate Habitat Connections

Aerial Imagery

Aerial imagery is often the best tool available to visualize existing patterns of development 
and resulting changes in the natural landscape. By depicting undeveloped habitat blocks, 
habitat connectors and conserved lands with aerial photos, the map user can more easily 
identify opportunities to expand the size and ecological effectiveness of local conservation 
efforts.
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National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) maps (the basis of wetlands shown on this map) are 
interpreted from high altitude photographs. NWI Wetlands are identified by vegetation, 
hydrology, and geography in accordance with "Classification of Wetlands and Deepwater 
Habitats" (FWS/OBS-79/31, Dec 1979). The aerial photographs document conditions for 
the year they were taken. There is no attempt, in either the design or products of this 
inventory, to define the limits of proprietary jurisdiction of any Federal, State, or local 
government. NWI maps depict general wetland locations, boundaries, and 
characteristics. They are not a substitute for on-ground, site-specific wetland delineation.

Wetland Class: Fill Color
Aquatic Bed (floating or submerged aquatic vegetation), Open Water

Emergent (herbaceous vegetation), Emergent/Forested Mix (woody vegetation 
>20 ft tall), Emergent/Shrub-Scrub Mix (woody vegetation <20 ft tall)

Forested, Forested/Shrub-scrub

Shrub-scrub

Other (rocky shore, streambed, unconsolidated shore, reef, rocky bottom)

LEGEND
This map depicts all wetlands shown on National Wetland Inventory (NWI) maps, but 
categorized them based on a subset of wetland functions. This map and its depiction 
of wetland features neither substitute for nor eliminate the need to perform on-the-
ground wetland delineation and functional assessment. In no way shall use of this map 
diminish or alter the regulatory protection that all wetlands are accorded under 
applicable State and Federal laws. For more information about wetlands characterization, 
contact Elizabeth Hertz at the Maine Department of Conservation (207-287-8061, 
elizabeth.hertz@maine.gov).

The Wetlands Characterization model is a planning tool intended to help identify likely 
wetland functions associated with significant wetland resources and adjacent uplands.  
Using GIS analysis, this map provides basic information regarding what ecological 
services various wetlands are likely to provide. These ecological services, each of which 
has associated economic benefits, include: floodflow control, sediment retention, finfish 
habitat, and/or shellfish habitat. There are other important wetland functions and values 
not depicted in this map. Refer to www.maine.gov/dep/water/wetlands/ipwetfv2.html 
for additional information regarding wetland functions and values. Forested wetlands and 
small wetlands such as vernal pools are known to be underrepresented in the National 
Wetlands Inventory (NWI) data used to create this map. The model developed to 
estimate the functions provided by each wetland could not capture every wetland 
function or value. Therefore, it is important to use local knowledge and other data 
sources when evaluating wetlands, and each wetland should be considered relative to 
the whole landscape/watershed when assessing wetland resources at a local level.  

RUNOFF / FLOODFLOW ALTERATION
Wetlands provide natural stormwater control capabilities. As natural basins in 
the landscape, wetlands are able to receive, detain, and slowly release 
stormwater runoff. Wetland shelves along stream banks naturally regulate 
flood waters by providing an area for swollen stream flows to expand and slow, 
thereby protecting downstream properties. This map assigns 
Runoff/Floodflow Alteration Functions to wetlands that are (a) contained in a 
known flood zone, (b) associated with a surfacewater course or waterbody, and 
(c) with slope < 3%.
   AND/OR
EROSION CONTROL / SEDIMENT RETENTION
Wetlands act as natural sponges that can hold water, allowing suspended 
particles such as sediment to settle out. The dense vegetation in most 
wetlands helps to stabilize soil and slow water flows, thereby reducing scouring 
and bank erosion. This map assigns Erosion Control / Sediment Retention 
functions to wetlands with (a) slope < 3%; (b) emergent vegetation; and 
(c) close proximity to a river, stream, or lake.

FINFISH HABITAT
Wetlands with documented finfish populations, including wetlands adjacent to 
a river, stream, or lake.
   AND/OR
SHELLFISH HABITAT
Inland wetlands and streams can directly affect the status of coastal shellfish 
harvest areas. Fecal coliform bacteria and waterborne nutrients resulting from 
land use changes away from the coast can travel via surface water to 
harvestable flats. One failed septic system near a stream could close a mudflat 
several miles away. Excessive nutrients can reduce water clarity and 
stimulate epiphytic growth that degrades eelgrass meadows.  Conservation of 
freshwater wetlands and stream buffers in coastal watersheds is a key 
component in marine resource conservation. This map assigns a Shellfish 
Habitat function to wetlands within 0.5 miles of (a) identified shellfish habitat, 
(b) identified shellfish closure areas, or (c) mapped eelgrass beds OR 
palustrine wetlands directly connected by a stream of < 0.5 mile in length to
(a) identified shellfish habitat, (b) identified shellfish closure areas, or
(c) mapped eelgrass beds.

PLANT/ANIMAL HABITAT
Nearly all wildlife species, and many of Maine’s plant species, depend on 
wetlands during some part of their life cycle. For the purposes of this map, 
wetlands containing open water or emergent vegetation, 3 or more wetland 
vegetation classes (see below), and within ¼ mile of a known rare, threatened, 
or endangered plant or animal occurrence, within ¼ mile of a mapped 
significant or essential habitat, or within ¼ mile of a rare or exemplary natural 
community have been assigned this function. Rare element occurrences and 
mapped habitats can be found on Map 2 High Value Plant & Animal Habitats.

OTHER FUNCTIONS
CULTURAL/EDUCATIONAL. Wetlands within ¼ mile of a boat ramp or school 
have been assigned this value as these wetlands are likely candidates for use 
as outdoor classrooms, or similar social benefit. Wetlands rated for other 
functions listed above may also demonstrate cultural/educational values 
although not expressly shown.
   OR
NO DOCUMENTED FUNCTION. The basis of this characterization is high 
altitude aerial photos. Photo quality often limits the information that can be 
interpreted from small wetland features, or those with dense canopy cover.  
Although not assigned a function under this study, ground surveys may reveal 
that these wetlands have multiple functions and values.

Wetland Functions: Fill Pattern
Some wetlands may have more than one funtion (fill pattern)

Organized Township Boundary

Developed: Impervious surfaces including buildings and roads

Subwatersheds- The shaded, background polygons are 
subwatersheds (areas that drain to a particular lake, wetland, 
pond, river, stream, or the ocean). The subwatersheds are 
shaded to show topographic relief. This "hillshading" 
assumes the sun is shining from the northwest, so ridgetops 
and northwest-facing slopes appear light, whereas valleys and 
southeast-facing slopes appear dark. Because many areas 
of Maine are relatively flat, the topographic relief shown here 
has been exaggerated to make the details easier to see.

Selected Town or Area of Interest

Unorganized Township

Data Sources
DATA SOURCE INFORMATION
   (note: italicized file names can be downloaded from Maine Office of GIS)
TOWNSHIP BOUNDARIES
   Maine Office of GIS (2006); metwp24
ROADS
   Maine Office of GIS, Maine Department of Transportation (2005); medotpub
HYDROLOGY
   Maine Office of GIS, U.S. Geological Survey (2004);  hyd24 
DEVELOPED
   Maine Office of GIS, Maine Department of Environmental Protection (contact agency 
   for this multiple agency collaboration) (2005);  imperv
NATIONAL WETLANDS INVENTORY (NWI)
   Maine Office of GIS (1998); nwi
DRAINAGE DIVIDES
   Maine Office of GIS (1994); medrdvd

DATA SOURCE CONTACT INFORMATION
Maine Office of GIS: http://www.maine.gov/megis/
Maine Department of Transportation- http://www.maine.gov/mdot/
Maine Department of Conservation: 
   http://www.maine.gov/doc/commissioner/landuse/index.shtml
Maine Geological Survey- http://www.maine.gov/doc/nrimc/mgs/mgs.htm

DIGITAL DATA REQUEST
To request digital data for a town or organization, visit our website.
http://www.beginningwithhabitat.org/the_maps/gis_data_request.html
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BIRDS (cont’d)
Upland sandpiper
Veery*
Whimbrel
Whip-poor-will
White-winged scoter
Wilson's Snipe*
Wood duck*
Wood thrush*
Yellow rail

FISHERIES
Alewife*
American eel*
American shad*
Atlantic salmon*
Atlantic sturgeon
Blueback herring*
Bluefish
Horseshoe crab
Shortnose sturgeon
Winter flounder

PLANTS
E. prairie fringed orchid
Furbish's lousewort
Robbins' cinquefoil
Small whorled pogonia

MAMMAL
Canada lynx

REPTILE
Plymouth redbelly turtle

BIRDS (cont’d)
Marsh wren*
Nelson's sparrow
Northern flicker *
Northern goshawk*
Northern harrier*
Olive-sided flycatcher
Osprey*
Peregrine falcon
Pied-billed grebe*
Piping plover
Prairie warbler
Purple sandpiper
Razorbill
Red crossbill
Red-headed woodpecker
Red knot
Red-shouldered hawk*
Roseate tern
Ruddy turnstone
Saltmarsh sparrow
Sanderling
Scaup (greater and lesser)
Seaside sparrow
Sedge wren
Semipalmated sandpiper
Short-billed dowitcher
Short-eared owl
Snowy egret
Solitary sandpiper*
Spruce grouse
Surf scoter
Tricolored heron

BIRDS
American bittern*
American black duck *
American oystercatcher
American woodcock*
Arctic tern
Bald eagle*
Baltimore oriole*
Bay-breasted warbler
Bicknell's thrush
Black scoter
Black tern
Black-bellied plover
Blackburnian warbler*
Blackpoll warbler
Black-throated blue warbler*
Blue-winged warbler
Buff-breasted sandpiper
Canada warbler*
Cape May warbler
Chestnut-sided warbler*
Common loon
Common tern
Eastern meadowlark*
Field sparrow
Golden-winged warbler
Grasshopper sparrow
Hudsonian godwit
Killdeer*
Least sandpiper
Least tern
Little blue heron
Little gull
Louisiana waterthrush

An Approach to Conserving Maine's Natural 
Space for Plants, Animals, and People
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Supplementary Map 8Supplementary Map 8

USFWS Priority Trust Species HabitatsUSFWS Priority Trust Species Habitats

This map is non-regulatory and is intended for planning purposes only
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DATA SOURCE INFORMATION
   (note: italicized file names can be downloaded from Maine Office of GIS)
TOWNSHIP BOUNDARIES
   Maine Office of GIS (2006); metwp24
ROADS
   Maine Office of GIS, Maine Department of Transportation (2005); medotpub
HYDROLOGY
   Maine Office of GIS, U.S. Geological Survey (2004);  hyd24
HIGH VALUE HABITAT FOR PRIORITY TRUST SPECIES
   U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service-Gulf of Maine Coastal Program; forest91, fresh91, 
   grass91, saline91, gomlc7

DATA SOURCE CONTACT INFORMATION
Maine Office of GIS: http://www.maine.gov/megis/
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service: Gulf of Maine Coastal Program: http://www.fws.gov/GOMCP
Maine Department of Transportation: http://www.maine.gov/mdot/
Maine Geological Survey: http://www.maine.gov/doc/nrimc/mgs/mgs.htm

DIGITAL DATA REQUEST
To request digital data for a town or organization, or to request a CD containing GIS data 
of the Gulf of Maine Watershed Habitat Analysis, visit our website.
http://www.beginningwithhabitat.org/the_maps/gis_data_request.html

Data Sources

Priority Trust Species
The 91 USFWS Gulf of Maine Priority Trust Species include animals and plants that 
regularly occur in the Gulf of Maine watershed and meet any of the following criteria:
+  Federally endangered, threatened, or candidate species;
+  Migratory birds, sea-run fish and marine fish that show significant and persistent 
     declining population trends, or have been identified as endangered or threatened by 
     2 or 3 states in the Gulf of Maine watershed;
+ Species of concern as identified in the U.S. Shorebird Conservation Plan, Colonial 
     Waterbird Plan or Partners in Flight.

An asterisk (*) following the name in the list of priority species below indicates that high 
value habitat depicted on the map at left has the potential to support that species. 

Uses of the Data

Mapping Valuable Habitat

Limitations of the Data

For More Information

Using a Geographic Information System (GIS), valuable habitat was mapped by 
combining field sightings (collected by various agencies and non-governmental 
organizations) and habitat modeling. Frequently, sightings are too limited to adequately 
represent all habitat used. Therefore, habitat models based on selected environmental 
conditions can be helpful in more fully predicting potential habitat utilization.

To create the final map shown on this page, we first identified habitat for each of the 91 
species in the analysis and ranked its importance on a scale of one to ten, with ten 
being considered the most important. Next, we combined the scores for each of the 
species to create a sum of scores. Then, we subdivided the sum of scores into the four 
basic habitat types shown on this map. Finally, we portrayed the data in a three level 
gradient (the top 25%, the next 25%, and then, the bottom 50% of the habitat value for 
each habitat type). The top 25% may be considered the most important habitat in that 
gradient.

This map may be used in combination with other data sources to help identify potentially 
valuable wildlife habitat at the local or town level. This information can be incorporated 
into town comprehensive planning or open space planning. It may also be used to help 
prioritize habitat protection by local land protection organizations or to support grants for 
habitat protection. This map represents only one possible way of portraying the model 
results; there are many other maps that may be derived from the data. Please contact 
the Gulf of Maine Coastal Program for more information and assistance.

Maps of habitats for individual species are limited by the accuracy and timeliness of the 
data sets used in developing them and by the validity of models used to interpret those 
data. We used the most recent data available and relied on species experts to review 
the models. We also tested predicted habitats using occurrence data. Habitat maps rely 
quite extensively on land cover and the land cover used for this project is based on the 
interpretation of 1993 satellite imagery with a resolution of 30 meters (each pixel on the 
map is about 1/4 acre). It is important to realize that if land cover has changed 
significantly since 1993 in a given area, the predicted habitat value for individual species 
may no longer be reliable.  We must also emphasize that this map only depicts predicted 
high value habitat for the species included in the analysis; important habitat may exist for 
other species not included in this analysis.  Other important USFWS habitat of 
significance includes Nationally Significant Maine Coastal Nesting Islands, areas around 
National Wildlife Refuges, and specific endangered species habitat.  There also may be 
important habitat information available from state conservation agencies or other 
environmental organizations.  In addition, this map does not show buffer zones that 
should be included to protect valuable wildlife habitat.

The Gulf of Maine Coastal Program can provide more information that will help support 
your habitat protection initiatives.  This includes detailed parcel-specific maps, detailed 
tables delineating habitat importance for each of the 91 species and assistance in grant-
writing for some habitat portection grants.  For more information please contact us or see 
our website http://www.fws.gov/northeast/gulfofmaine.

Habitats
Freshwater wetlands (non-forested wetlands)

1 - 49%

50 - 74%

Top 25% (most important)

Forested (includes forested wetland)
1 - 49%

50 - 74%

Top 25% (most important)

Grassland/shrub/bare ground

Top 25% (most important)

50 - 74%

1 - 49%

Saltmarsh/saltwater

Top 25% (most important)

50 - 74%

1 - 49%

For more information about U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Priority Trust Species, contact 
Bob Houston at the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Gulf of Maine Coastal Program 
(207-781-8364, robert_houston@fws.gov).

LEGEND

Introduction
This map identifies potentially valuable habitat for U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) Priority Trust Species based on the Gulf of Maine Watershed Habitat Analysis 
developed by the USFWS Gulf of Maine Coastal Program. This analysis 
was completed for the United States portion of the Gulf of Maine watershed that
includes all of Maine, most of New Hampshire, and the eastern third of Massachusetts.

Habitat Types and Importance
Township Boundary

Developed- Residential, Industrial, Commercial, and Roads

Selected Town or Area of Interest

Unorganized Township Boundary

State of Maine
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Data Sources
DATA SOURCE INFORMATION
   (note: italicized file names can be downloaded from Maine Office of GIS)
TOWNSHIP BOUNDARIES
   Maine Office of GIS (2006); metwp24
ROADS
   Maine Office of GIS, Maine Department of Transportation (2005); medotpub
HYDROLOGY
   Maine Office of GIS, U.S. Geological Survey (2004);  hyd24 
DEVELOPED
   Maine Office of GIS, Maine Department of Environmental Protection (contact agency 
   for this multiple agency collaboration) (2005);  imperv
FOCUS AREA BOUNDARIES
   Maine Natural Areas Program
NATIONAL WETLANDS INVENTORY
   Maine Office of GIS, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (1998); nwi
RIPARIAN BUFFERS
   Maine Natural Areas Program (2005)
WELLS, WELL BUFFERS
   Maine Office of GIS, Maine Department of Human Services-Drinking Water Program 
   (2004); wells, wellsbuf
AQUIFERS
   Maine Office of GIS, Maine Geological Survey (2006); aquifer_polygons
DRAINAGE DIVIDES
   Maine Office of GIS (1994); medrdvd
HIGH VALUE PLANT & ANIMAL HABITATS
   Maine Office of GIS, Maine Dept. of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife, Maine Natural Areas
   Program, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service; ehpvrtrn, ehrtern, sni, forest91, 
   fresh91, grass91, saline91, gomlc7
UNDEVELOPED HABITAT BLOCKS, DEVELOPMENT BUFFER
   Maine Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife

DATA SOURCE CONTACT INFORMATION
Maine Office of GIS: http://www.maine.gov/megis/
Maine Natural Areas Program: http://www.maine.gov/doc/nrimc/mnap
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife: http://www.maine.gov/ifw/
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service: Gulf of Maine Coastal Program- http://www.fws.gov/GOMCP/
Maine Department of Transportation: http://www.maine.gov/mdot/

DIGITAL DATA REQUEST
To request digital data for a town or organization, visit our webiste.
http://www.beginningwithhabitat.org/the_maps/gis_data_request.html

MAP 1: Water Resources and Riparian Habitats

Ponds > 10 acres (Great Ponds), rivers, coastal waters, and wetlands >10 acres in size 
are surrounded by a 250 foot riparian buffer zone. Streams are surrounded by a 75 foot 
riparian buffer zone.

The National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) uses aerial photographs from the mid-1980s to 
identify wetlands based on visible signs of wetland vegetation, hydrology, and 
geography. The NWI maps are not based on field wetland delineations and given the 
limits of aerial photo interpretation, do not depict all wetlands that occur. Ground 
verification should be used to determine actual wetland boundaries and NWI maps 
should be considered as only a planning tool to determine potential wetland locations.

Riparian Buffer

NWI Wetlands > 10 Acres 

MAP 2: High Value Plant and Animal Habitats

Maine's Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife (MDIFW, www.maine.gov/ifw) 
maps areas currently or historically providing habitat essential to the conservation of 
endangered or threatened species including roseate terns, piping plovers, and least 
terns as directed by the Maine Endangered Species Act. These regulated areas may 
require special management. Identification of Essential Habitat areas is based on 
species observations (occupancy). For more information about Essential Wildlife 
Habitats, go to www.maine.gov/ifw/wildlife/species/endangered_species/
essential_habitat/introduction.htm. These habitat layers also may be downloaded from
the Maine Office of GIS Data Catalog at http://apollo.ogis.state.me.us/catalog.

Essential Wildlife Habitats (MDIFW)

Maine's Natural Resources Protection Act (NRPA, 1988) was intended to slow further 
degradation and loss of Maine’s natural resources. This act regulates activities within 
and adjacent to wetlands, streams, and other natural resources, but also regulates 
activities that could threaten the state’s Significant Wildlife Habitats. Mapped 
Significant Wildlife Habitats include tidal and inland waterfowl/wading bird habitat, deer 
wintering areas, seabird nesting islands, shorebird areas, and significant vernal pools. 
For more information about NRPA, go to: www.maine.gov/dep/blwq/docstand/
nrpapage.htm.

Significant Wildlife Habitats (MDIFW)

Communities- The MNAP has classified and distinguished 98 different natural 
community types that collectively cover the state’s landscape. These include such 
habitats as floodplain forests, coastal bogs, alpine summits, and many others. Each 
type is assigned a rarity rank of 1 (rare) through 5 (common). Mapped rare natural 
communities or ecosystems, or exemplary examples of common natural communities 
or ecosystems, are based on field surveys and aerial photo interpretation. Consult 
with an MNAP Ecologist to determine conservation needs of particular communities
or ecosystems.  

Animals- Observations of wildlife species that are endangered, threatened, or rare in 
Maine (MDIFW).

Plants- Observations of plants that are rare in Maine (MNAP). Locations are mapped 
at 1:24,000 scale and field-verified within the last 20 years. 

[̈[® Natural Heritage Network Occurrences (Plants/Animals/Communities) 
(NatureServe; MNAP, MDIFW)

This data layer portrays the highest value habitat from the Gulf of Maine Watershed 
Habitat Analysis, a habitat suitability model developed by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) Gulf of Maine Coastal Program. The analysis evaluated existing field 
data and scientific literature for 91 species of fish, wildlife, and plants important to 
USFWS in the Gulf of Maine watershed and ranked the landscape based on potential 
habitat for each species. This theme shows only the most important habitat (top 25%) 
for all species combined and excludes areas less than 5 acres. For more information 
please see the 1:24,000 Map 2 "High Value Plant and Animal Habitats" and Map 8 
"Valuable Habitats for USFWS Priority Trust Species."  For more information about the 
Gulf of Maine Watershed Habitat Analysis please visit: http://www.fws.gov/northeast/
gulfofmaine.

High Value Habitat for Priority Trust Species (USFWS)

Focus Areas

Focus Areas of Statewide Ecological Significance have been designated based on an 
unusually rich convergence of rare plant and animal occurrences, high value habitat, 
and relatively intact natural landscapes (the combined elements of Beginning with 
Habitat Maps 1-3). Focus area boundaries were drawn by MNAP and MDIFW 
biologists, generally following drainage divides and/or major fragmenting features such 
as roads. Focus Areas are intended to draw attention to these truly special places in 
hopes of building awareness and garnering support for land conservation by 
landowners, municipalities, and local land trusts. For descriptions of specific Focus 
Areas, consult the Beginning with Habitat notebook or the following website: 
http://www.maine.gov/doc/nrimc/mnap/focusarea/index.htm

Focus Areas of Statewide Ecological Significance 
(note: not present in all regions)

MAP 3: Undeveloped Habitat Blocks

Undeveloped habitat blocks are areas with relatively little development and that 
provide opportunity for meaningful habitat conservation. These areas remain mostly 
unfragmented and are likely to include habitat conditions of a quality that could be 
expected to support most terrestrial species known to occur in the given region.  
Undeveloped habitat blocks have been depicted on this map by removing areas
within 250-500 feet, based on intensity, of all improved roads identified by the Maine 
Department of Transportation and all developed areas identified in the 2006 MELCD 
Land Use/Land Cover and 2005 Impervious Surface data.

Undeveloped Habitat Blocks (MDIFW)

Areas defined by a 250-500 foot, intensity based zone of influence around all improved 
roads identified by the Maine Department of Transportation and all developed areas 
identified in the 2006 MELCD Land Use/Land Cover and 2005 Impervious Surface data.

Development Buffer (MDIFW)  
(note: transparent layer)

LEGEND

This regional map provides a landscape view of water resources, high value plant and 
animal habitats, and undeveloped habitat blocks. For more detailed information, please 
consult the 1:24,000 (town level) Beginning with Habitat "Water Resources and Riparian 
Habitats", "High Value Plant and Animal Habitats" and "Undevloped Habitat Blocks" 
maps. Availability of town level maps can be found at:
www.beginningwithhabitat.org/the_maps/map_availability.html

The data presented here represents a compilation of core Beginning with Habitat map 
products. Comprehensive field surveys do not exist for all areas in Maine, so some 
important habitats may not be mapped. Habitat features on this map are based on 
limited field surveys, aerial photo interpretation, and computer modeling. Habitat data 
is updated regularly. Map users should consult with the Beginning with Habitat program 
to verify that data illustrated on this map is still current prior to utilizing it for planning 
decisions.

Developed Area of impervious surfaces including buildings and roads

Selected Town

Organized Township Boundary

Unorganized Township
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Farmington

Known Archaeological Sites and 
Areas Sensitive for 

Prehistoric Archaeology* in
*dated material subject to future revision

map 1/1

Kilometers

0 1 2 3 40.5
Kilometers

information provided by
Maine Historic Preservation 
Commission, March 2011

1/2 k square intersecting a known
        historic archaeological site.

Areas sensitive for
prehistoric archaeology

1/2 k square intersecting a known
        prehistoric archaeological site.

3/4 k ploygon intersecting a known
        historic archaeological site with
        a general estimated location.
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