
R ecapitulation ok Liabilities.

B >nds given by Treasurer, Joseph P. Bragdon, 
Notes “  “  “  “  “
Balance due Common Schools.
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$ 20,000 00 
3,024 17 

278 84.

Total Liabilities, $23,303 01

Resources of the Town.
Due from Rufus A. Moody, collector on assessment of

of 1892, 341 72
Due from Rufus A . Moody, collector on assessment

of 1893, • 4 ,12420
Due from land sold (deeds on file in Treasurer’s office), 251 81
Cash in Treasury, 1,579 03

6,296 82
The interest-bearing debt has been increased from last year,

$3,024 17,—viz: ,
Interest-bearing debt, Feb. 21st, 1893, 18,435 00
A. II. Bowden’s Treasury Note omitted 1,000 00

Total amount interest bearing debt Feb. 21, ’93, 19,435 00
Total amount interest-bearing debt, Feb. 19, ’94, 22,459 17

Increa.se from last year, $3,024 17

Upon examination of the foregoing exhibit it will be perceived 
that during the past year there has been an increase in the interest- 
bearing debt of the town of $3,024 17. Notes bearing 4 per 
cent interest were given by the Treasurer to meet pressing 
liabilities, occasioned by extra labor on several roads and 
bridges. The loan for the above is in accordance with a vote of the 
town authorizing its Treasurer to hire money on the credit of the 
town to meet pressing liabilities.
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OVERSEER’S DEPARTMENT.

6

Town of York in account with W . h . C h a s e , Superintendent o f
Town Farm Dr.

Seed peas and beet seed S3 00, iron for cart 10c.
2 lbs. crackers 18c., 5 qts. seed beans, 50c.
Lantern globe 15c., doz. lamp wicks 15c.
2 pr. hose 25c., 3 pks. apples 60c.
1 bbl. flour $5 00, 1 pr. brogans 1 25
6 milk pans 66c., 1 lb. tea 50c., cloth 35c.,
Scraper for doorstep 30c., garden seeds 40c.
Mantle shelf and brackets 50c. 1 lb. crackers 8c.,
Cheese 35c., grass seed 3 25, 1 hoe 35c.
Machine oil 25c., milk pail 1 00. 2 papers of tacks 10c.
2 lbs. crackers 16c., J pail 25c., 1-2 doz. milk pans 65c. 
5 yds. crash 40c., fire grate 1 00
Stove funnel 1 30, repairing milk pail 25c.
Shingles 45c., 5 lbs. nails 15c., crackers 10c.
Repairing shoes 1 35, 1 grindstone 3 00 
1 scvthe 75c., 2 boxes salt 40c., 6 lbs. soda 48c.
1 pkg. gold dust 25c.r -1 lb. soda biscuit 12c.
1 doz. lemons 35c., 1 lb. currants 13e.,
Sign for New Home 5 57, Paris Green 75c.
Repairing shoes 40c., 2 ox goads 20c.
5 gals, oil 50c. basket 50c., 2 lbs. pilot bread 20c.
1 lamp chimney 10c., 2 spools cotton 10c.
1 lb. crackers 8c,. tunnel 20c., 6 doz. buttons 15c.
3 yds. crash 27c., threshing grain 3 25
2 lbs. crackers 18c., nails 7c., bu. onions 1 00



Weighing hay and straw 50e., 1 shovel 60c.
Nails 10c. axe and handle 1 00, 5 gals, oil 50c. 
Screen doors and fixtures G 66, crackers 8c. 
Repairing sled shoes 50c., weighing potatoes 25c., 
Tolls over Portsmouth bridge 54c., mop handle 15c. 
Repairing shoes 60c, 5 gals, oil 50c., glass 8c.
Filing saws 30c. 2 lbs crackers 16c,
Medicine 2 20, 1 cow 80 00, fresh and c. meat 36 04 
Use of bull and boar 4 50, blacksmith's bill 14 75 
Fresh and corned fish 
Salary as Superintendent

W . M. WALKER’S BILL.

10 window shades 4 50, 4 knobs 20c.
2 suits boys clothes 2 50, 2 75 
2 pr. boys hose 50c., box mustard 25c.
Soap 18c., 1-2 doz. lemons 15c.
1 lb. R. B. Powder 50c.. 2 1-4 lbs cheese 36c.
10 yds. b. cotton 60c., 4 spools cotton 20c.
2 lbs. sal soda 10c., 5 gais. oil 60c..
Peppermint 50c., 2 hats 100. 2 shirts 100 
2 prs. shoes 2 50, pr. overalls 50c.
15 lbs. zinc 1 20, 2 papers tacks 10c.
10 yds. mosquito bar 60c., vasaline 10c.
2 pr. pants 1 00, 1 bt. bro. potass 10c.
Medicine 75c., plaster 25c., epsom salts 5c.
8 lbs. tobaeeo 1 60, l lb. insect powder 35c.
1 pr. overalls and frock 1 00, 2 spools cotton 10c. 
Pt castor oil 25c., cough syrup 25c.
2 lamp chimneys 20c., lamp wicks 6c.,
Pr. slippers 60c., pr. overalls 75c.
Medicine 85c., lamp chimney 10c.
Pr. youth’s R. boots 1 25, medicine 90c.
Pr. wool boots and rubbers 2 50, ammonia 5c.
4 lbs. rosin 20c., bottle liniment 25c.1,
1 bottle bromo chloralum 50c., llax seed 15c.
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10 lbs. tobacco 2 50, 2 prs. boy's shoes 2 50, 
Paint 1 90, 3 spools cotton 15c.

GEORGE A. MARSHALL'S BILL.

19 1-2 lbs. tobacco 3 90, 1 bucket 15c., 10 lbs. fish 50c. 
.1-2 lb. chocolate 20c., 2 lbs. rice 14c., 1 lb. tea 35c.
1 lb. coffee 29c., 2 oz. lemon 10c., 1 lb. coffee 25c.
1 lb. c. starch 8c.. 1 lb. oat meal 5c., 5 lbs. tea 1 60
2 boxes tomatoes 50c., 1 pr. pants 85c., 2 rifles 12c.,
4 spools cotton 20c., 1 bolt 7c., 1 hat 15c.
1 royal 45c., 5 lbs. tea 1 75, 8 yds., shirting 80c.
2 spools cotton 10c., 1 chamber 25c.., 4 lbs. job. 1 08
2 bbls. Hour 9 00, 48 yds. cloth 2 88, gal. vinegar 20c. 
18 yds. print 99c. 5 yds. cloth 45c.
6 spools cotton, 30c., 2 lbs. coffee 56c.
2 lbs. cheese 28c., 1-4 lb. pepper 7c., 1 broom 18c.
1 chimney 10c., bu. salt 45c., pr. pants 1 85
5 lbs. tea 1 75, 1 lb. coffee 32c., 1 shirt 50c.,
2 pr. drawers 1 00, 1 skein yarn 28c.
Tobacco 80c.. cotton 10c., 4 lbs. m. tea 1 40 
Pr. pants 1 85, 1 shirt 50c.

GEORGE F. PLAISTED 'S BILL.

Charge omitted last year 
2 brooms 60c., 6 doz. pins 18c., tuxedo 12c.
Cr. tartar 10c., liniment 25c. 1-4 lb. pepper 8c.
2 lbs. raisins 20c., vinegar 25c., stove brush 25c.
Pr. suspenders 25c.,2 cans paint 1 00 
Padlock 30c., 2 lbs. coffee 74c., 5 lbs. soda 33c.,
2 tuxedo 24c., cotton 15c., 2 sapolio 20c.
2 prs. overalls 1 15, 2 lbs. coffee 74c., 2 lbs. rice 16c.. 
32 gals, molasses 11 52, 4 lbs. nails 12c.
2 prs. overalls 1 30, frock 50c, matches 40c.,
2 lbs. coffee 74c., 1 gal. vinegar 24c., gold dust 25c. 
Spts. nitre 15c., lard 90c., 13 1-2 tobacco 3 78
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Soap 10c., . rice 32c., pepper 10c.. matches 35e., 
1 pr. overalls 65c., broom 30c., 5 gal oil 45c.
p r . mittens 25c., frock 75c, c. starch 10c.,
4 lbs. raisins 25c. 2 lbs. coffee 74c.

A. M. BRAG DON’S BILL.
\

2 lbs. java cofffee 70c., 1-4 lb cloves 8c.
1-4 lb. cassia 8c., 1-4 lb. ginger (>c.
2 oz. nutmegs 10c.. 2 lbs. rice .
2 lbs. tapioca 10c., 2 lbs oat meal 10c., cheese 32c.

D. A. STEVENS’ BILL.

2 bbls. Hour 10 00, 5 yds, calico  c.
2 prs. bools 7 00, 2 spools cotton 10c.
1 lb. coffee 32c., 1 5-16 lbs. cheese 2lc.
1 pr. wool boots and rubbers 2 25, crackers lGc. 
1 pr.. boys’ r. boots 1 35. 2 lbs. coffee 63c.
Sugar 1 07, 2 lbs. tapioca 20c.

VARRELL BROS’ BILL.

324 lbs. sugar 20 03, 2 boxes blacking 20c.
Gal vinegar 25c., 5 gals, oil 50c., c. starch 10c.
1-4 lb. pepper 8c., 5 lbs. saleratus 40c.
Lamp chimney 7c., stove polish 7c.
1 lb currants 10c., 1 lb. coffee 32c-
2 lbs. raisins 20c., bottle lemon 12c.
Nutmegs 10c., 1 lb. chocolate 50c., 2 1-2 cheese 40c, 
2 lbs. uat meal 10c., pail 20c., nails 8c.,

$23 82
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A. II. BOWDEN’S BILL.

2 boxes salt 20c., 2 r. s. stove polish 12c.
6 lbs. soda 48c., 2 lbs. tapioca 20c , 2 oz. nutmegs 10c. 
5 gals, oil 50c., 4 lbs. raisins 48c. 1-4 lb. pimento 8c. 
1-4 lb. cloves 8c., 1-4 lb. cassia 8c., 10 lbs. soda 80c., 
Pkg. gold dust 25c., 2 bbls. flour 8 50 
2 lbs. coffee 64c., 2 1-2 lbs. cheese 37c.
2 bbls. flour 8 50, 5 cakes soap 25c.
Soap 24c., box salt. 20c., pkg. gold dust 25e.
3 boxes cryst salt 30c. stove polish 12c.
1-4 lb ginger 6c., 1-2 lb. pepper 15c., bottle lemon 15c.

WATERHOUSE AND AUSTIN’S BILL.

8 1-2 lbs. fish 43c., 1-4 lb. pepper 8c.,
2 lbs. r. oats 12c., soap 27c., halibut 24c.,
1-4 lb. ginger 8c., pkg. c. starch 10c.,
1 gal. vinegar 25c., 2 lbs. cheese 32c.
1 ib. coffee 28c., fish 15c., bbl. flour 5 25,
2 cjts. beans 20c. lb. tea 50c., bbl. flour 5 00 
Pork bbl. 50c., 2 bags salt 1 00

I

J. P. PUTNAM’S BILL.
Grain for New Home, as per bill

G* W. S. Putnam, order No. 1. paid Y . II. and B. R.
R. for hay on gravel pit lot 

A. II. Bowden, order No. 2, paid Simpson Bro’s.
28,700 lbs. coal for New Home 

JF. W. Smith, order No. 3, professional service at 
New Home, from April 1st, ’ 93, to April 

1st, ’94.
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Cash received for 4 calves 22 75, 12 pigs 48 00 
2 qts. beans 20c., 62 bu. potatoes 42 27 
2 bu. barley 1 60, bu. corn 65c., bu. meal 65 
Pk. beets 25c., 1-2 bu. meal 31c., bricks 25c.,
String beans 50c., drain pipe 6 00 
Beef and hide 8 50, 2,470 lbs. straw 8 25 
Turnips 25c., 7,580 lbs hay 68 22, green peas 13 30 
1,700 lt2 qts. milk 85 78, 54 1-2 lbs. butter 13 60, 

cream 90c.
Cash received for labor outside of farm 
Town orders No’s. 4 and 5

Bills paid by Superintendent, 
Superintendent’s bill, 
Superintendent’s salary,

Total amount paid by the Superintendent,

Total amount paid by the Superintendent and Overseers, 
By Superintendent, $767 67
By Overseers, 127 82

Total amount received from farm and outside.

Orders drawn from Treasury:
No. I 
No. 2

25 00 
83 82

Contra C redit—B y  Am ount o f  S a les  from  F a rm .



43
No. 3 
No. 4 
No. 5

18 50 
[350 00

78 16 $555 48

$894 99

Highest number of inmates, 12 .
9.
8.

10.
74.

148.

Lowest,
Present,
Average,
Tramps furnished lodgings, 
Meals furnished same,
Number of deaths 2, viz :

January 12, 1894, Mrs. Kate Stover, aged 63 years. 
February 10, 1894, Jesse Carey, aged 79 years.

In consequence of the cold blustering snow storm on Thursday 
Februar}' 15th the third annual visit of the Town Officers to the New 
Home, was postponed to Saturday the 17th. W e were pleased with 
the neat and tidy condition o f the house and comfortable appear
ance of the inmates in proof of the interest and kind care on the 
part o f the matron for the welfare and happiness o f the unfor
tunates. The superintendent has labored faithfully for the interest 
of the town and we trust the services o f the superintendent and 
matron maj- be retained another year. W e found in store thirty- 1  

four traces corn, 40 bushels floor corn, 35 bushels large and 50 
bushels small potatoes, 35 bushels barley 9 bushels beans, 7 tons 
hay, 2 barrels pork and a supply o f provisions for the year ending 
March 31st, 1894. The stock on the farm consists o f 2 oxen, 4 
cows and 1 swine. In the yard are twenty cords of wood prepared 
for the stove and there are about ten cords housed. We have made

Respectfully submitted,

A. H. BOWDEN.
B. F. ROGERS,
G . W. S. PUTNAM,

Overseers of Poor, 1893-4



44
a careful examination of the books of the Selectmen, Overseers and 
Treasurer and find the accounts accurately cast and corresponding 
vouchers for the same. This report is herewith respectfully sub
mitted.

Y ork , February 19, 1894.

EDWARD E. E. MITCIIELL. 
WILLIAM L. BAKER. | Auditors.
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R E P O R T
-Of  THE-

su p erviso r o f sch o o ls
FOR t h e

 SCHOOL Y E A R  EN D ING  F E B R U A R Y  1 9 , 1 8 9 4 .  

TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE TOWN OF YORK:

In making my report to yon, o f the condition and work of your 
public schools during the year just closed, it will be my object to 
state matters as they exist— giving the weak points as well as the 
strong ones, and to recommend such measures as, in my opinion, 
will increase the efficiency and promote the welfare o f the schools.

The citizens of the town, at the last annual town meeting, voted
a .liberal sum of money for the support of common schools for the- »
year, adding a week to the length *of each of the three terms of the 
school year— making the aggregate length thirty weeks as against 
twenty weeks, the average length for the entire State.

In order to have the spring term ten weeks in length the schools 
opened a week earlier than had been customary, it being desiraole 
that the term should close before July 4. I think it would be yrell 
for the spring term to open as soon as the middle o f April, as the 
interval between the close of the winter term and the opening of 
the spring term, is a long one.

The following brief statement of facts relative to the different 
terms, teachers, etc., of the various schools, may not be entirely 
uninteresting.



CENTER SCHOOL, (gkammau department.)

The spring and fall terms of the grammar school were under the 
charge of Miss C. Eugenia Junkins, a teacher who has usually been 
successful in her schools. These terms were no exception to this 
rule.

The spring term was interrupted bv the appearance, in an ad
joining district, of what was presumed to be scarlet fever, but after 
having been suspended for two weeks, re-opened and continued 
without further interruption. The fall term was eleven weeks in 
length and was attended with good results.

The winter term was taught by Mr. Frank E. Perkins of Wells, 
and was his second term in this school. Mr. Perkins, always a 
successful teacher, improves by experience, as was evidenced by 
the appearance of the school and the quantity and quality of work 
accomplished.

CENTER SCHOOL, ( p r im a r y  d e p a r t m e n t . )

Miss Theodosia L. Barrel 1 taught the primary school during the 
entire school year of thirty weeks, and with good success. This 
school is large in numbers and though the studies are neither elabo
rate nor advanced, there is plenty of work to be done and the 
school day of six hours is none too long in which to accomplish the 
daily tasks.

HAYNES’ NECK.

The spring and winter terms of this school were taught by Mrs. 
Jennie F. Moore, a resident of this district, with fair success.

The attendance is generally irregular, but for the winter term an 
improvement in this particular was noted.

The fall term was taught by Miss Annie E. Trafton, also a resi
dent of the district, whose ability and uniform success as a teacher 
are well known.

I would take this occasion to express the hope t*?at the people of 
this district are awakening to the desirability of keeping their chil
dren in school every day of the term, as far as possible.

SOUTH SIDE.

This is a small school and for that reason and the additional fact 
that it is possible for the scholars to attend sehuol in an adjoining
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district, has not enjoyed the privilege of a winter term for some 
time, but in the belief that it is the intent o f the law lately enacted 
abolishing the district system, that all scholars shall enjoy equal 
school privileges, three full terms were accorded this school.

The spring: and fall terms were taught by Miss Carrie L. Par
sons. a resident of the district, who has had quite a long experience 
in this school.

The winter term was under the charge o f Miss E. M. Dennett, a 
teacher of ripe experience. The scholars have been greatly bene- 
fitted.

BEECH RIDGE.
The Beech Ridge school, while laboring under the disadvantage 

of a poor, old and unsuitable school house, has made good progress 
during the year under the charge of Miss Kate Moulton during the 
spring and fall terms, and, during the winter term, of Mr. Fred A. 
Morrill of Amesbury, Mass.

Mr. Morrill is a graduate of Dartmouth College and, though of 
limited experience as a teacher, has, in this school, met with fair 
success. Quite a number of scholars o f advanced age started in to 
attend this term and it was hojDed that they would accomplish 
much. But so many of them were missing from the school at the 
final examination that it was impossible to ascertain whether they 
had done so.

It is a matter of deep regret that pupils feel so lightly the im
portance of improving the hours as they pass and which can never 
return.

BRIXIIAM .
This school has changed teachers every, term during the year, a 

course not desirable under ordinary circumstances.
Mrs. Hattie F. Keen, a resident of the district, taught the spring 

term. In the fall Miss Elizabeth Rogers, also a resident of the 
district, took charge and conducted the school with her usual abil
ity and success. Under her tuition the school made rapid progress 
and the closing examination was highly interesting and eminently 
satisfactory.

Miss Kate Moulton taught the winter term and under her tuition 
the school well sustained its reputation. This is a good school as 
regards both study and deportment.
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SCOTLAND.

This school is, at present, chiefly remarkable for having so fallen 
off in numbers within a very few years, being reduced to about a 
dozen pupils.

The spring term was taught by Miss Joscphene Mclntire; the 
fall term, by Miss Ellen M. Dennett, and the winter term by Miss
C. Eugenia Junkins. Fair progress was made during the fall and 
winter terms though the school is so small that it is interesting for 
neither teacher nor scholar.

YORK CORNER.

Miss Mattie O. Barrell taught the spring and fall terms. The 
spring term, by reason of the scarlet fever scare, was a failure, it 
having been permanently closed at the end of the fifth Aveek.

The fall term, however, continued twelve weeks and was very 
successful—making a good record.

Miss Elizabeth Rogers was the teacher for the winter term and 
this fact was a sufficient guaranty of the success of the school.

It would not be a cause for Avonder if this school were to be a 
failure, when we consider the utter lack of convenience and com
fort in the interior of the school house and of cheerfulness both in
side and outside.

SCITUATE.

The spring and fall terms Avere taught by Miss Gertrude A. 
Junkins and much good Avork Avas accomplished. Fine advance
ment was noticed, especially among the younger pupils in the mat
ter of writing and spelling. Excellent order was maintained.

Miss Mary Nowell in the winter term worked faithfully and ac
ceptably. The attendance was smaller than during the proceeding 
terms, many' of the younger scholars being kept away by distance 
and the weather.

AGAMENT1CUS.

The spring and fall terms of the school at Agamenticus or 
Ground Root Hill West, Avas under the tuition of Miss Lilia B. 
Perkins of Wells, were successful and satisfactory so far as regards 
progress, improvement and discipline. But the great fault Avitli 
this school and one which effectually prevents full success, no
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matter how capable the teacher may be, is the lack of interest on 
lie part o f the parents as well as of the pupils themselves. 
Threats, bribes and persuasion are alike powerless to prevail upon 
the children to attend school, or upon the parents to exercise that 
authority which parents have, or ought to have, over their' children 
to compel their attendance.

This fault was especially apparent in the winter term, tanght by 
Miss Mary Mclntire, the school showing a smaller average attend
ance as compared with the number of scholars belonging thereto, 
than any other school in town.

NORTH VILLAGE.

In sharp contrast to the school last reported comes the North 
Village school, which shows the highest average as compared with 
number o f scholars registered.

This school has not heretofore had a winter term, but this year it 
was deemed advisable to have thiee full terms, which under the 
charge of Miss Mary T. Wilson have been crowned with excellent
success.

CLAY HILL.

The spring term was taught by Miss Nellie F. Chapman, a lady 
who had had previous experience in this school and who gave gen
eral satisfaction.

fyliss Mary Mclntire taught the fall term and with as good suc
cess as could have been expected, considering the irregularity in 
attendance which prevailed.

Miss Lilia B. Perkins taught in the winter, and, with a decided 
improvement in daily attendance, was noticed a corresponding 
improvement in thejvarious branches taught.

The new school house, of which both parents and children are/ 
justly proud, was used for the first time this term. f

I

PINE HILL.

The. spring and fall terms of the Pine Hill school were taught 
by Miss Mabel Norton with very good success. The fault so com
mon in many schools prevails in this one, v iz: irregularity in at
tendance. This creates lack of interest on the part of teachers a
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well as on the part of those scholars who are constant in their at
tendance which cannot fail to work injury to the school.

Miss Effie Moulton was teacher in the winter but as she was 
compelled by illness to close her school at the end of six weeks, 
but little is known of the work done.

CAPE NEDD1CK.

The spring term of this school was taught by Miss Effie Moul
ton who had taught in this district before, and who was acquainted 
with the scholars and their needs. The term was quite success
f u l ‘ hough some of the pupils manifested a lack of interest which 
nothing could seem to remedy.

Miss Josephine Mclntire taught the fall term. She showed a 
great interest in the school aud worked hard for its advancement. 
The closing examination was ver}' satisfactory and showed a good 
degree of improvement.

The winter term was taught by Merritt Farnum Jr., a student of 
Bates College. Much improvement was hoped for under this gen
tleman’s administration, but the outcome was disappointing.

YORK BEACH.

The spring term of the school in this place was taught by Miss
E. M. Denuett, the fall term by Miss Effie Moulton, and the winter 
term by Mr. N. II. Shattuck, all experienced teachers. This 
school is quite large and an interesting one, there being several 
well advanced scholars.

The work for the year seems to be up to the average.

The schools or most of them, have suffered more than the usual 
amount of interruption from sickness, either of teachers, or pupils 
or both, more particularly duiing the winter term, and the last 
few weeks the weather kept some of the pupils away.

REMARKS.

I regret exceedingly that I am unable to chronicle a general ad
vance and improvement all along the line. But aside from the in



crease in length of terms, I am not prepared to state that any great 
:ind general improvement in the schools of the town is discernible.

It is true that some o f the schools have, under the guiding hand 
of conscientious and skillful instructors, manifested an interest in 
their work and taken a front rank. But the majority, while man
aging to hold their own in the struggle for knowledge, have failed 
to do more.

The question naturally arises what is the cause of this and where 
does the blame lie ? Is the blame with the pupils, or with the pa
rents? Of does it rest upon the teachers ? Or is the Supervisor re
sponsible ?

Now. while each and all of the factors may be and probably are 
at fauit. very few thinking persons will deny that the greatest re
sponsibility rests upon the parents and teachers. Comparatively few 
parents seem to manifest more than a passing interest in the welfare 
of the school.

How many parents feel enough interest in the particular school 
to visit it once each term, or even once a year, and see for them
selves how the school is conducted and what and how their chil
dren are being taught? How much does the average parent 
know of the teacher and her methods save what is borne to his ears 
by the careless gossip o f outsiders or the irresponsible prattle of 
children ?

How often is the teacher cheered by a kind word, or a word of 
praise and encouragement from those whose children are under his 
or her daily care ? And yet how quickly— perhaps eagerly, is 
every disparaging word caught up and borne along from tongue 
to tongue.

Children cannot be depended upon to exercise discretion in the 
matter of attending school, and yet there are parents who allow 
their children to go 16 school or to stay at home, just as their fancy/ 
may dictate. Not only should children be made to understand thay 
ihey are to attend school regularly, but that while there, they1 
will bo expected to obey the teacher implicitly and unhesitatingly.

But there are parents and guardians whom no amount of preach
ing nor “ moral suasion” can touch. Upon such the penalties of 
the law should be visited.

Section 25 of the school laws of the State of Maine, declares that 
“ Cities and towns shall annually elect one orm ore persons, to be
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••designated truant officers, who shall inquire into all cases of neg- 
••lect of the duty prescribed in section one, and ascertain the rea- 
“ sons therefor, and such truant officers or any one o f them, shall, 
••when directed by the school committee or Supervisor in writing, 
“ p.osecule in the name of the city or town any person hable to the 
“ penalty provided in said section.'’

It will be seen from the foregoing quotation that the law clearly 
coutemplati-s the election of a truant officer or officers, other than 
the school committee or Supervisor. The town shall see t<> it 
that, at least, tw o  truant officers be elected and that they should be 
men who may be depended upon to perform their duty faithfully 
add impartially.

Equally with the parents, is the responsibility for poor schools 
shared by the teacher, who is too often a mere machine going 
through the daily routine in the same stereotyped manner day after 
day and week after week—in recitation asking the printed ques
tions in the text book and requiring the printed answers, content 
too often if only the merest outline be of the answer given.

No originality is ever manifested by the teacher, or encouraged 
in the pupil, and under such tuition children may grow up as de
void of ideas as a marble statue.

The trouble with many who aspire to be teachers is that they 
think no. special preparation or training necessary ; that if they, can 
pass the prescribed examination nothing more is required. Fatal 
error !

Far better would it be for the schools of York were none but 
trained teachers employed even at greatly advanced wages.

Good teachers are always in demand and can always command 
good wages, while poor and incompetent ones are dear at any 
price.

Another drawbac- to the success of the schools is the lack of 
sympathy between parents and teachers, and oftentimes a lack of 
acquaintance. Frequently a teacher comes to a school a stranger. 
He or she enters the sehoot room on Monday morning a stranger. 
All the scholars are strangers to him or her. As a matter of course 
teacher and scholars soon become acquainted, but the entire term 
may pass and at its close but little more may be known of the 
teacher, or of the parents by each other, than at the beginning.
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No matter how good, how efficient, how faithful that teacher may 
have been, his or her usefulness in the school might have been en
hanced by the sympathy and interest of the parents.

Where is the farmer who would employ a stranger, send him into 
his fields and allow him to labor eight, ten or twelve weeks without 
once going to inspect his work ?. And yet, is not the moral, mental 
and physical training of a child of as much importance as the labor 
of the farm ?

Parents and guardians, get acquainted with your teachers; visit 
their schools.; inspect then; work ; make yourselves familiar with 
their methods; invite them to your homes; let them see and feel 
that you are interested in the quality of their w ork ; that you re
quire that their duties to your children shall be faithfully performed 
and that you are ready to extend a helping hand or drop a word of 
praise where praise is due.

The scholars are yours. Watch over them; be interested in 
them ; know what they are doing. Do this and you will have less 
occasion for disappointment and fault-finding. But until you do 
this and do it ooncientiously and as a duty that you owe to your- - 
selves and your children, do not expect great improvement in your 
schools, nor mourn that such improvement comes not.

The following is an abstract from registers returned by teachers 
at the close of each and every term :
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Centre Gr....... Spring Eugenia C. Junkins,
Fall do.

 ......  Winter Frank E. Perkins.....
 Pri........ Spring Theodosia L. Harrell
  ........  Fall do.
  ......... Winter do.

Raynes Neck. Spring Jennie F. Moore. .
 Fall Annie E. Tra f t o n

‘ Winter Jennie F. Moore,.....
South Side.....Spring Carrie L. Parsons,....

Fall do.
 __ Winter Ellen M. Dennett,

Beech Ridge... Spring Kate M oulton,........
“  Fall do.
“  Winter Fred A. Morrell,......

Brixham........ Spring Hattie W. Keen,.........
 ....... Fall Elizabeth Rogers
 ........Winter Kate Moulton.............

Scotland......... Spring Josephine Mclntire,
Fall Ellen M. Dennett,......................
Winter Eugenia C. junk ins,

York Corner... Spring Mattie O. Barrell
  Fall do.
  Winter Elizabeth Rogers,

Scituate..........Spring Gertrude A. Junkins
“  ......... Fall do.
“  Winter Mary Nowell,

Agamentieus. Spring Lilia B. Perkins, ..
“ Fall do.
“  Winter Mary M clntire,........

Clay Hill.......  Spring Nellie F Chapman,..
“  ......Fall Mary M clntire..........
“ .....Winter Lilia B. Perkins........

North Village Spring Mary T. W ilson ,.
“  Fall do.
“  Winter do.

Pine Hill......  Spring Mabel S. Norton,
...... Fall do.

“  ......Winter Effie Moulton,
Cape Neddiek Spring do.

“  Fall Josephine Mclntire.:
“  Winter S. Merritt Film a in, Jr <

York Beach. Spring Ellen M. Dennett,....!
“ Fall Ellie Moulton... ;
“  Winter N. H. Shattuek,
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CONDITION OF SCHOOL PROPERTY.

During the year some improvements have been made in eertain 
school houses. The houses at the Village, Raynes Neck, South 
Side, Pine Hill, Cape Neddick, and Agamenticus have been painted 
and the Scotland and Scituate houses were painted in 1892. These, 
together with the house at York Beach are in good condition out
side.

The new house at Clay Hill is a substantial and comfortable 
building. The furniture is new and comfortable. The outbuild
ing, which was in an advanced state of dilapidation has been moved 
:md put in good repair and the old school house has been sold. 
New outbuildings have been built at Raynes Neck and North Village 
and many needed repairs made in other localities.

The houses at Brixham, York Corner, Beech Ridge and North 
Village are in very bad condition, as is also the interior o f the 
house at Cape Neddick. The last named building needs to be 
thoroughly repaired inside and modern furniture introduced, as the 
present desks and seats are totally unfit for use. This should not 
be postponed but should be attended to at,once. The school house 
at Brixham, also, should be thoroughly repaired inside and out
side and new furniture put in. These matters can, of course, be 
done only on a vote of the town and with money especially appro
priated therefor.

The new law abolishing the school district system throughout the 
State, which takes effect March 1, 1894, contemplates equal privi
leges for all schools, large or small, but, at the same time author
izes the suspension of schools too small to be profitably maintained, 
their pupils being provided for in other schools. We have schools 
which seem to me to be too small to be profitably maintained and I 
think it would be for the interest of the town, as well as for that of 
the schools, that sortie arrangements different from the existing 
ones be made.

The Scotland school is reduced to a dozen scholars (the average 
attendance is less than that number) with an excellent school house 
large enough to accomodate fifty or more. The adjoining dis
trict of Cider Hill could be very well accommodated at this house 
as the greater part of the scholars in the latter district are but little 
farther from the Scotland school house than from their own.
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If the Scotland house were moved to si point nearer Bass C«>ve, 

both schools would be perfectly accomodated; the expense of main
taining two schools where one would answer sis well or better and 
the expense o f building a new house in the York Corner district 
would be avoided.

With regard to the school house in the last named district, some
thing has got to be done and that very soon. The building is in a 
very dilapidated condition and must either be repaired or a new 
one built. If repaired, it must be at an expense of $400 or more, 
while a new one could hardly be built for less than $1000.

If the two districts were consolidated, the scholars at York Cor
ner could attend the Village school, as indeed thejr would luive to 
do were the school house removed to Cider Hill as has been pro
posed.

Beech Ridge needs a new .school building 5ind needs it badly. 
The present one is neither comfortable nor safe. Located ivt a 
point near the church a school house in this district would accomo
date the scholars of the South Side district.

The expense of supporting a school for the yejir is not far from 
$250, or for the two schools which might be dispensed with, $500. 
At an average of eight dollars per week this sum would represent, 
in round numbers, 62 weeks of school or enough to give each of the 
thirteen remaining schools five weeks’ sidditional time each yesir.

Of course it is to be expected that objection will be raised to any 
radical measures like the consolidation of districts or the abolition 
of a school but it must be considered that the location of a school 

, house which fifty years ago might have given the best siccomoda- 
dation to the district, may not meet the requirements of the present 
time.

After careful consideration I am of opinion that the interests of 
education in the town can be best subserved by the consolidation of 
the Scotland and Cider Hill districts, and also the consolidation of 
the South Side with the Beech Ridge district and I recommend that 
the same be done.

Considerable money will be needed during the coming year to 
carry out needed improvements in many of the school houses— 
five houses needing another coat of paint, and several needing con
siderable done to the interims.
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TE X T BOOKS.

With regard to the books, I have to say, that too much care can
not be exercised in their use and preservation.

Parents should see to it that no book remains in their houses that 
should be in the school room. A prompt return of all books will 
aid in lessening the number to be bought, and reduce taxation to 
that extent.

A good many books will have to be bought the coming year, to 
replace those which are worn out and unfit for use.

The following is the roll of honor for the year:

7{OLL OF HONO%.
Showing the names of those scholars who have been present 

every half day of one term, or o f two terms.
CENTER SCHOOL.

One T erm—Maud Preble. Allen M. Philbrook, Ida E. Donnell, 
Charlina Blaisdell, Fred Martin, Charley N. Balentine, Elsie Glenn, 
Howard M. Lucas, Clifford Armstrong, Lela M. Gifford, Celia F. 
Webber, Warren F. Blaisdell, Rosa M. Balentine, W illie L. Balen
tine, Neddie Baker, Elsie Keen, Nora G. Webber, Julia B. Good
win.

T w o T erms— Flossie Martin, Herbert Cordes, Grace A. Good
win, Leslie Bragdon, Frank H. Perkins, Elmer J. Martin, Eddie 
Perkins, Charlie Perkins, Leonora N. Baker.

RAYNES NECK.
One T erm— Ernest Sewall, Jennie Sewall, Ethel Voudie, Eddie 

Riley.
SOUTH SIDE.

t

One T erm— Charles L. Donnell, Arthur Goodwin, Alice Kim
ball.' " .... I

BEECH RIDGE. /
One T erm—Alice Trafton, Ella R. Cummings, Claudius Mcln-f 

tire, Harry Moulton, Addie Kingsbury, Alma R. Parsons, Flora 
Moulton, Clifford Mclntire.

T w o T erms—Fred Blaisdell, Lizzie Moulton, Floi'ence Moulton.
BRIXIIAM .

One T erm .— Ivy II. Keen, Ernest Foster, Wilbur Keen, M. R. 
Leavitt, Ernest Ferry.
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SCOTLAND.

One T erm— Bertha F. Grant, George Young. *. -f o
YORK CORNER. s

One Term—Edith M. Grant, Harvey E. Grant,Frank F. Roberts, 
Bertha E. Moulton, Cora M. Moulton, Aunie R. Kimball, Arthur 
S. Young, Laura A. Plaisted, Mattie M. Plaisted, Leroy H. Plais- 
ted.

T w o T erms—Mabel E. Roberts, Ethel V. Grant.
SCITUATE.

One T erm— George E. Goodwin, Bernard Goodwin, Laura G. 
Woodward, Annie Moore, Hattie Littlefield, Arthur Grover, Bertha 
Littlefield, Nellie Shaw.

Two T erms—Clarence Hooper, Willis Hooper.
AGAMENTICUS.

One T erm— Ossian R. Iv. Plaisted, Joseph S. Bracy, Florence E. 
Bracy, Bertha M. Ramsdell, Leonard E. Bracy.

T w o T erms—Cleveland li. Ramsdell.
NORTH VILLAGE.

One T erm—Ethel L. Winn, Henry W. Donnell.
T w o Terms.—Lester C. Boston, Ida F. Winn, Mnffit H. Bow

den, Haven N. Winn, Winnie E. Donnell.
CLAY HILL.

One T erm—Geo. W. Freeman, Nellie A. Freeman, Ralph R. 
Freeman, Charlie Perkins, Laura E. Moulton, Mabel W. Moulton, 
Arthur L. Moulton, Grover C. Perkins, Eva A. Perkins, Ralph 
Perkins.

T w o T erms- -Mattie A. Perkins, Cora B. Perkins.
PINE HILL.

One T erm—Clarence W. Adams, Lizzie A. Brooks, Charles L. 
Coolbreth.

Two T erms— Ralph E. Adams, Albion Adams, Frank P. Brooks. 
Louie M. Brooks, Mabel B. Ramsdell.

CAPE NEDDICK.
One T erm— Mattie Haggerty. Pearl Talpey, Alfred Thompson, 

Rosa Hutchins, Nelson Hutchins, James Brewster, Addie Todd, 
p  red Todd.

T w o  T erm s— N ellie Todd.



YORK BEACH.
On£ T erm— Leona Norton, Nellie Norton, Claude E. Radcliffe, 

' Bertha Colby, Eliza Donnell, Alice Farwell, Chester Locke, Min
nie Bowden.

Tw o T erms —Hattie Hill, Clara M. Norton.
The following pupils deserve special mention as having attended 

every half day of the entire school year:
Le'na Langell, Raynes’ Neck school.
Alta E. Bowden. North Village.
Sylvia M. Young, Cider Hill.
David W. Young, Cider Hill.
Mary L. Armstrong, Village Primary.
Raymond C. Blaisdell, South Side.
John H. Main, South Side.
Charles Main, South Side.
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THE F% E E  HIGH SCHOOL.
With regard to the Free High school 1 am unable to speak in as 

glowing terms as I could wish. The establishment of this school 
was the renewal, upon a slightly different basis, of an experiment 
which has before been tried.

Two items operated as drawbacks to the success of the school 
this year, to wit: lack of sufficient funds and a scarcity of scholars.

It would seem that, out of the four hundred scholars registered 
in our schools, there ought to be enough interested to make up a 
full and successful high school; but at the examinations o f pupils 
for admission to inis school so few candidates presented them
selves that, in order.-to secure enough to start the school, many had 
to be admitted who might, with as much or more benefit to them
selves, have continued in their respective district schools.

The spring term, after continuing one month, was suspended on 
account of scarlet fever and it was not deemed advisable to reopen 
it. The fall term was uninterrupted and was successful.

The winter term was, on account of lack o f money, o f short du
ration, seven weeks, and the attendance was much smaller than in 
the previous terms and rather irregular.




