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66th
Annual Report

of the
Municipal Officers 

of the Town of 
ISLE au HAUT

Maine

For the Fiscal Year
Ending

February 1st 1940

and
TOWN WARRANT



2 Annual Tow n R e p o r t

Town Officers Elected at Town Meeting
of March 6, 1939

Moderator 
Harold W . Turner

Town Clerk
Mrs. L. C. Turner

Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers of the Poor
Charles H. Turner  Ralph L. Chapin Fred W . Cousins

Town Treasurer
Ava M. Rich 

Tax Collector
George A. Turner

School Committee
Maurice Barter William Rich ~ Mrs. L. C. Turner

Road Commissioners
Selectmen 

Constables
Hollis B. Nevells James G. Jenkins

Superintendent of Schools (Appointed by School Union)
A. rf. Tuck

f  ’ .  *

Sealer of Weights and Measures
Fred W . Cousins

y'i

\  Health Officer
Everett C. Robinson

* *\

Fire Warden
William Robinson

Surveyors of Wood and Lumber
Fred W . Cousins T. Crowell Jr.
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Assessors ■ Report
Valuation, April 1, 1939

Note: The overlay tax is the amount of tax assessed so 
that the rate will come out a whole num ber of mills, but 
it may legally be any am ount determined by the assessors 
up to 5 per cent of the tax assessed.

Real Estate, Resident 
Personal Estate, Resident

Total Estate, Resident 
Real Estate, non-Resident
Personal Estate, non-Resident

*%

Total Estate, non-Resident 
Grand Total

Assessments
State Tax
County Tax
Tow n Appropriations

Miscellaneous 
Common Schools
School House Repair

: -  ■ * . ,  •

Supt. of Schools salary 
Public Health W ork 
M others’ Aid
State Aid Road Construction 
State Aid Road Repair
Maintenance of Tow n Roads

• •

Maintenance of Revere Hall 
Outstanding note

Total
Overlay Tax -

Total Assessm ents
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Amount of Tax
Tax on Estates, real and personal $5,722 48
34 Polls at $3 each 102 00
Total Tax committed to Collector, May 15, 1939 $5,824 48 
Rate of Taxation .043

Charles H. Turner Fred Cousins
Assessors of Isle au Haut

Poor Account

Unexpended Feb. 1, 1939 $134 00
Paid Town of Stonington relief of

John Johnson 1938 $33 91
Unexpended Feb. 1, 1940 100 09

$134 00
Charles H. Turner Fred Cousins

Overseers of Poor
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Miscellaneous Account
Receipts

Appropriation 
Unexpended Feb. 1, 1939 .

Received for use of trucks
- 

From  State Aid Road Construction
Repair

Unimproved Road Fund
,

Residents and non-Residents
Received for use of tractor 

State Aid Road Construction 
” Repair

Unimproved Road Fund
Residents and non-Residents 

Transferred from State Aid Road Construction 
Account State Municipal Allotment 

Overlay Tax
• 

Total

Expenditures
Island Ad-Vantages, printing tow n report 
Jeannette Turner, work on tow n report 
Marks Printing House, office supplies 
Loring, Short and Harm on ”
Jeannette T urner, computing taxes 
Ralph L. Chapin, interest 
Chas. H. Turner, meeting State Assessors 
John R. Perkins, State audit 
Knox County T ru st Co., interest 
Chas. H. Turner, expense 
Jam es I. Stinson, battery 
Stanley E. Dodge, freight and errands 
L. C. Turner, interest
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Maurice Barter, labor 
Harold W . Turner, ballot clerk 
Fred W . Cousins, sealer of weights and measures 
Granite Garage 
Sears, Roebuck & Co., chains 

  tires
R. K. Barter, supplies for trucks and tractor 
James I. Stinson  
J. K. Barter, gasoline and oil 
Webb Bros.
Frank Judkins, repairing wheels
W alter F. Rich, gasoline 
Portland Tractor Co.
Harold Turner, repairs on truck and tractor 
Lewis Bowen ”
Noyes MacDonald ”
L. C. Turner, labor and material 
James Jenkins, constable 
H. B. Nevells, constable 
Mrs. L. C. Turner, town clerk and postage 
Fred W . Cousins, 3rd selectman 
Ralph L. Chapin, 2nd 
Charles H. Turner, 1st 
Ava M. Rich, treasurer and postage 
George A. Turner, collector and postage 
Everett Robinson, abatement, boat sold 
Hollis Small ” cannot find
James Thomas Est. ”

Lewis Bowen, difference in wage scale $73 05 
Charles MacDonald 
James Dyer 
Maurice Barter 
Stephen Bridges 
Harold Turner 
Ralph Gross 
Basil Bowen
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Noyes MacDonald 
Total of last 9 items 
W illiam  A. Runnells, Old Age Assistance

Total expended 
Unexpended f e b . 1, 1940

Total 

Receipts
Appropriation
Received from State (Including 
State Municipal A llotm ent) 
Unexpended Feb. 1, 1939

Total
Expenditures

Labor
W illiam  McLellan 
Maurice B arter 
Basil Bowen
Lewis Bowen 
Stanley E. Dodge J r  
Ralph Gross 
Stephen Bridges ?
Noyes MacDonald 
Harold T urner

"  . 

Jam es Dyer 
Tow n Trucks 
Tow n Tractor
State charge for loader

Material
Bicknell Mfg. Go., drills 
H. F. W escott, dynamite 
A. C. Turner, work on chain 
R. L. Bowditchj grayel 
Charles V. Lord ”
State Municipal Allotment

transfered to1 Misc. Account 
Unexpended Feb. 1, 1940

Total

State Aid Road Construction'
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Total

State Aid Road Repair
Receipts

Appropriation 
Received from State 
For tar barrels 
Unexpended Feb. 1, 1939

Total 
... 

Expenditures
Labor

W m. McLellan 
Noyes MacDonald 
James Dyer 
Stephen Bridges 
Basil Bowen 
Stanley E. Dodge Jr. 
Ralph Gross 
Chas. MacDonald 
Maurice Barter
Lewis Bowen 
Harold Turner 
Harry Buckminster 
Town Trucks 
Town Tractor

Material
W ebb Bros., spades 
Stanley E. Dodge, freight on

tar machine 
J. K. Barter, kerosene 
R. L. Bowditch, gravel 
Chas. V. Lord, gravel 
The Barrett Co., tar

*  i  '  ’  i

Unexpended Feb. 1, 1940
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Received from State
Expenditures

Labor
W m . McLellan

%

Maurice B arter 
Basil Bowen 
Lewis Bowen 
Stanley E. Dodge Jr.
Jam es Dyer 
Ralph Gross 
Stephen Bridges 
Noyes MacDonald 
Harold T urner 
Tow n Trucks 
Tow n Tractor

Material
R. K. Barter, plank 
R. L. Bowditch, gravel 
H. F. W escott, dynamite

Total

Maintenance of Town Roads
Receipts

Appropriation $1,000 00
Unexpended February 1, 1939 36 60

Total

Expenditures
Labor

W m . McLellan 
Harold T urner 
Noyes MacDonald

#  ••

Unimproved Roads
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Stanley E. Dodge Jr. 53 00
Stephen Bridges 78 25
James Dyer 68 00
Ralph Gross 80 00
Maurice Barter 87 00
Basil Bowen 78 00
Lewis Bowen 78 25
Chas. MacDonald 38 50
Norman Turner 2 50
George A. Turner 9 25
Chas. H. Turner*% i# * 15 25

Material
Frank Judkins, iron work 1 00
R. L. Bowditch, gravel 16 60t 1 1
Chas. V. Lord, gravel 8 10
J. K. Barter, gasoline 43 11
T. W arren & Co., supplies 32 76
Unexpended Feb. 1, 1940 32 53

Total

Snow and Ice Removal
Receipts

Received from State $51 79
Unexpended Feb. 1, 1939* 140 99

Total
Expenditures

Labor
Harold Turner $28 50
Lewis Bowen 26 75
Chas. H. Turner 5 25
Noyes MacDonald 10 50
Fred W . Cousins

i 1 25
Material

Gooden Grant, gasoline 9 30

$1,036 60

$192 78



>
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J. K. Barter, gasoline 
R. K. Barter, paint 
W alter F. Rich, gasoline 
L. C. Turner, repair of plow 
Unexpended Feb. 1, 1940

Total

Revere Memorial Hall
Receipts

Appropriatibn $50 00
Received for use of Hall 60 00
Unexpended Feb. 1, 1939 130 60

Total
Expenditures

Fred W . Cousins, repairing roof 
O. B. and F. P. W eed, material for 

bookcase
George A. T urner, making bookcase 
Clara Barter, cleaning 
Stonington-Deer Isle Pow er Co., 

repairing Delco ,
Harold W . T urner, painting 
Lew is Bowen, painting 
O. B. and F , P . W eed, fibre lime 
W alter F. Rich, gasoline 
Maurice Barter, janitor 
Unexpended Feb. 1, 1940

Total
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Mothers' Aid Account
Receipts

Appropriation $360 00
Unexpended Feb. 1, 1939 25 00
Overdrawn Feb. 1, 1940 50 00

Total
Expenditures

Paid Treasurer of State
Mothers’ Aid, Virginia Barton $375 00
(Oct. 1, 1939 - Jan. 1, 1940)
Mothers’ Aid, Elizabeth Barton 60 00
(Oct. 1, 1938 - Apr. 1, 1939) ____________

Total

Public Health Nurse
Appropriation
Paid State Bureau of Health

Town Note
Appropriation 
Paid L. C. Turner

School Account 
Receipts

Appropriation $800 00
Received from State 124 70
Overdrawn Feb. 1,1940 12 57

Total
Expenditures

For Teaching
Christie Bray $270 75
Teachers’ Retirement Ass’n 27 00
Marjorie Blake 153 00
Evelyn Closson 153 00 $603 75

$435 00

• • 
$435 00

$6 00 
$6 00

$500 00 
$500 00

$937 27
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Dennis Eaton 
W m . S. Rich 
Maurice B arter 
Lew is Bowen 
A. L* Rich

W ebb Bros., supplies 
Clara Barter

Clarissa T urner

High School Tuition
Tow n of Stonington

Textbooks and Supplies
Rand, McNally Co. 
H ow ard and Brow n 
W . L. Robbins 
The Macmillan Co. 
Ginn & Co.
Scott, Foresm an Co.
American Book Co.

.

Tow n of Stonington 
Total

Repairs on School Buildings

Receipts
Appropriation 
O verdraw n Feb. 1,

Total ’’

For Fuel

Janitor

Conveyance
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Expenditures
M. D. Joyce & Co.
O. B. & F. P. W eed 
Webb Bros.
Harold W . Turner

t

Lewis A. Bowen 
L. C. Turner 
Irville Barter 
Stanley E. Dodge 
W . S. Rich
Overdrawn Feb. 1, 1939 

Total

Superintendent of Schools
Receipts

Appropriation 
Unexpended Feb. 1

Total

Paid A. H. Tuck 
Unexpended Feb. 1

Total

Expenditures

Resources and Liabilities
Resources

Cash in Treasury 
Due from Llewellyn Rich 

Collector 1933-1937 
Due from Geo. A. Turner

»*;. -fr /  ,, ,

Collector 1938 
” 1939

Due from Stephen Bridges 
Use of truck
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Liabilities over Resources
Total

Note, Ralph L. Chapin 
Chas. H. T urner Fred Cousins

. 

Selectmen of Isle au H aut

Tax Collector's Report
Committed to Collector, May 15, 1939 
Paid Tow n T reasurer $5,735 3 7
Uncollected taxes due 89 11

Total 
L ist of Unpaid Taxes, Feb* 1, 1940

Resident
Noyes MacDonald 
H rs Chas. Robinson, pd after Feb. 1

Non-Resident
Aubrey Greenlaw, pd after Feb. 1 
Minnie Hamilton 
H rs Nathaniel Merchant

Total

Geo. A. Turner, Collector o f  Taxes

Unpaid Taxes 1938 
Non-Resident

H rs Nathaniel M erchant $21 60
Geo. A. Turner, Collector of Taxes

Unpaid Taxes, 1933, Chas. Hamilton, resident

1936 John Johnson, due on tax
1937   . . . 1 8 , 3 0

Llewellyn Rich, Collector of Taxes

Liabilities
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Treasurer's Report 
Receipts

Balance in Treasury Feb. 1, 1939
Received from

Ralph Chapin, note
Knox County T rust Co., note
G. A. Turner, Collector

” 1938 taxes
 excise tax

” supplemental tax 1938
 abatement (Hollis Small tax)
  (James Thomas Est,
 interest on taxes

Gooden Grant, use of truck
H. B. Nevells
Clydie Rich 
Arthur Tully 
Cecil Barter 
Elmer Gross  
Mary E. Turner 
G. A. Turner 
James Jenkins 
Charles Bowen 
Elizabeth Rich 
Dennis Eaton 
Charles Turner ”
Forrest MacDonald „
Isle au Haut Land Co., use of truck 
Clarissa Turner, dog licenses 
The Barrett Co., for 150 empty tar drums 
Robert Solley, use of tractor
H. B. Nevells ”
State, for reimbursement snow payroll

. tax)



 bank stock tax
 State Aid Highway Construction
 Unimproved roads

reim bursem ent 50 50 payroll 
dog licenses refund

 schools
Maurice Barter, rent of hall 

Total

a n n u a l  T ow n R e p o r t

Expenditures

Paid
Orders of Selectmen
Balance in T reasury  Feb. 1, 1940

Total

Ava M. Rich, T reasurer
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Report of Superintendent of Schools

To the Superintending School Committee and Citizens of 
Isle au Haut:
I am pleased to submit the following report of your schools 
for the fiscal year ending Feb. I, 1940.

^  ‘ ' ,  \  4 l  , • '  . * I l

The loss of Miss Bray’s services as teacher during the year 
has been keenly felt by all concerned. W e are, however, 
fortunate in securing a .successor to Miss Bray who has 
had a great deal of experience and who appreciates our 
needs and is able to carry out a successful program.
Nearly all the money which was recommended has been 
expended for Textbooks and Supplies. A like amount will 
be needed for the next fiscal year for this item.
May I express my appreciation of the co-operation of the 
Committee and Citizens during the past year.

School Budget 1940 - 41 
(Estimated Expenditures)

Salary of Teacher 
Fuel
Janitor and Cleaning
Conveyance
Tuition
Textbooks and Supplies

$612 00
65 00 
40 00 

180 00 
60 00 
25 00

Total $982 00
(Estimated Receipts)

State School Fund 
Total

$150 00
$150 00 
$832 00Necessary Appropriation

Respectfully submitted,
A. H. Tuck, Supt. of Schools
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t 

Report of Audit for Fiscal Year 1938
Aug. 15, 1939

Mr. Chas. H. Turner, Chairman, 
Board of Selectmen,
Isle au Haut, Maine.
Dear Sir:

I have examined the records of the tow n of Isle au
H aut for the fiscal year 1938 as required by Chap. 216, 
Public L aw s of 1937. At the close of that year which end
ed February  1st, 1939, the tow n w as on a definite financial 
downgrade. A net overdraft of over $550. as shown in the 
sum m ary is the approximate am ount that the town went 
into the red. There w as also a deficit in the 1937 fiscal year.

The causes of the difficulty in 1938 were chiefly 
an overdraft in the poor account and an overdraft caused by 
the paym ent of a wage bonus to highway labor. It is hard 
to see how  the financial position of the town w arrants the 
paym ent of any avoidable expense. To avoid possible poor 
expense consideration should be given by the town there
fore, as to w hether it w ishes to become a plantation. The
population of the tow n is such that the state would then 
presum ably bear its pauper expense. (Chief difficulty 
would be favorable legislative action. See  also Revised 
Statutes, Chap. .33, Sed. 26;) T he change into a plantation
w ould not involve loss of local self-government, Alrtfost 
the only difference between a tow n and a p lan tation 's that 
in a plantation no, (selectmen or overseers of the poor are 
elected, the assessors having the necessary powers of these 
officers. As the poor expense for 1938 was over $750. and... - f t; ■ \ ;; ' *
represents nearly 6 mills on the tax rate when paid, eli-

. ■ 'I '■>, . ^ ^  . . - I  ^  i . ;> . . . .

mination of this expense is w orth  while. It should be point
ed out that although the Robinson pauper case (which w as 
the chief cause of poor expense in 1938) w as settled, there 
is no reason to suppose that similar cases may not occur 
in the future.
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As to the wage bonus paid to workers, it is easy 
to see that they desire it, but it is hard to see how the 
town can afford it. The overdraft in this account represents 
over 4 mills on the tax rate when paid. It should also be
pointed out that non-residents pay about 75 p. c. of town 
expenses whether they are necessary or unnecessary.

Unexpended balances or overdrafts in town ac
counts should not be carried forward from year to year 
except as required by law. For example, the large unex
pended balance in the miscellaneous account for 1938 had 
insufficient cash to cover it.

Road equipment should properly be accounted for 
in a separate account charging the amount spent for gas
oline, oil, repairs, supplies, etc. and crediting rental for ac
tual use. This will show whether the ownership of such 
equipment is profitable to the town. If so, the money earn
ed by these tractors and trucks should then be put in a
sinking fund toward the purchase of new equipment when
the present equipment is worn out. If a loss appears in- 
stead of a profit, consideration should be given to the dis
posal of such equipment.

The books of the town for 1938 were kept neatly 
and the arithmetical work was correct. It is suggested how
ever, that the state classification and system of accounts 
would be desirable. This would save work and would also 
comply with the law in that regard.

A comparative balance sheet and summary of ac
counts are attached herewith.

Respectfully submitted,
J. R. Perkins, Auditor

>■ . 1 . ! * . l l! » V -  • '  C  -■ • 4  ‘V. r ~ . • } . r -  • •

i t
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Comparative Balance Sheet

A SSETS

Start
Cash $32 42
Cash impounded in
Security T ru st Co., Rockland 280 94 
Uncollected taxes 1938

1933 - 1937 $56 03
1930 3 85
Total

Tow n property (Reserved) 
Overdraft fwd, Schools 
N et Debt

L IA B IL IT IE S

Start
Note Payable, L. C. T urner
9 

Note Payable, R. L. Chapin 
Reserve for impounded cash 
Reserve for uncollected taxes 
Snow Removal, Bal. F w d  
State Aid Rd. Constr. Bal. fwd.
T ow n Property  (Reserve) 

$10

I t  should be noted th a t th e  overdraft in the school 
account listed as an asset w as carried forward as required
by law. This is proper accounting practise. The overdraft 
is an asset in the sense that the State, having contributed
to the account, m ay take this overdraft into consideration
in regard to further contributions.

Close

Close
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On the other hand the road accounts to which the State 
has contributed show unexpended balances. These are 
shown on the balance sheet as liabilities since the State 
may require the money to be spent.

i » . • * •  ̂ r

Proof of change in net debt'

Net debt at start of the year 
Net overdraft
Changes in Reserve for Town Property
Reserve for taxes

* - # '  1 ~

Net addition to reserves
Net debt, close of year

Summary of unexpended and overdraft balances

General Government (except
Town Hall)

Town Hall 
Special Resolve Road 
Roads & Bridges Maintainence 
State Aid Rd Repair

‘7  ‘ i

Road equipment Account 
Wage Bonus for Road Labor
Poor Relief including

^  #

Robinson Case 
Mother’s Aid 
School Repairs 
Interest on Loans

Net overdraft
•  * . ft 1 * :

$1

Overdrafts Unexpended



County of Knox State of Maine
To Hollis B. Nevells, a constable of the Town of Isle au 
Haut,

Greetings:   

In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required 
to notify and w arn the inhabitants of said Tow n of Isle au 
Haut, qualified to vote in tow n affairs, to assemble at Re
vere Memorial Hall in said Town, on Monday, March- 4, 
1940, at nine o'clock in the forenoon, to act on the following 
articles, to wit:

• 

Art. 1 To choose a m oderator to preside at said meeting.

Art. 2 To choose a tow n clerk for the ensuing year.
• 

Art. 3 To choose a board of selectmen for the ensuing
year.

Art. 4 To choose assessors of taxes. 

Art. 5 To choose overseers of poor.

A f t  6 To choose a collector of taxes and exise tax  and
vote h is  compensation. 

Art. 7 To choose a treasurer and vote his compensation.

Art.  8 To choose one or more
board.

members of the school

Art. 9 To see if the tow n will vote to elect a road com-
missioner, one or more, fix. his term  of office, not to exceed 
three years, have the selectmen appoint, or they themselves 
act as commissioners as provided by Chap. 40 of the .Pub
lic L aw s of 1933, or act anything relating thereto.

7  

Art. 10 To choose a sealer of weights and pleasures,

Warrant Meeting,
l  t  •  r  ,  * * I .  • < • i  "  ,  * '  • . ,

■V .



Art. 11 To choose two or more constables.
• 

Art. 12 To choose a fire warden and vote his compensa
tion.

Art. 13 To choose surveyors of wood and lumber.

Art. 14 To see what sum of money the town will appro
priate and raise for current expenses.

Art. 15 To see what action the town will take in regard to 
school for the ensuing year.

Art. 16 To see if the town will raise and appropriate a cer
tain sum for public health work in Isle au Haut, said sum 
to be expended by the Bureau of Health, State Department 
of Health and Welfare, in cooperation with local authori
ties. 

Art. 17 To see what sum of money the town will appro
priate and raise for school,including textbooks, supplies and 
high school tuition.

Art. 18 To see what sum of money the town will appro
priate and raise for school house repairs.

Art. 19 To see what sum of money the town will appro
priate and raise for the salary of the superintendent of 
schools.

Art. 20 To see if the town will vote to give the selectmen 
authority to sell property taken for taxes or act anything 
relating thereto.

• /  • ( • * ;  ; - v s .  • .  • .* *

Art. 21 To see if the town will vote to give the school board 
authority to sell Head Harbor schoolhouse and lot, or act 
anything relating thereto.

; V  , '  V  *• ~ . . . .  v * , :: [ t 1 ■'  * ‘ ' 4 1

Art. 22 To see w hat sum of money the town will appro
priate and raise for support of poor.



Art. 23 To see w hat sum  of money the town will appro
priate and raise for M others' Aid.

Art. 24 To see w hat sum  the tow n will raise and appro
priate for State Aid road construction (in addition to the 
am ounts regularly raised for the care of ways, highways 
and bridges) under the provisions of Section 19, Chapter 
28, Revised Statutes of 1930, or under the provisions of; 
Section 3, Chapter 229, Public L aw s of 1937* v

Art. 25 To see w hat sum  if any, the tow n would recom 
mend to take from the joint state aid account for the p u r
pose of applying bituminous surface treatm ent to State Aid 
Roads, in excess of the requirem ents of Section 2, Chapter 
132, P. L. 1935.

Art. 26 To see w hat sum  of money the tow n will appro
priate and raise for the maintenance of tow n roads and 
bridges.

Art. 27 To see w hat sum  of money the tow n will appro
priate and raise for repairs on State Aid Roads.

% i

. ...• • •• i  ;• • , .  ; . ‘ • . • • • « •••

Art. 28 To see w hat sum  of money the tow n will appro
priate and raise for snow and ice removal.

Art, 29 To see w hat sum  of money the tow n will appro
priate and raise for the maintenance of Revere Memorial 
Hall. -

*

Art. 30 To see if the tow n will vote to authorize the se- 
lectmen to issue notes for tem porary loans.

Art. 31 To see if the tow n will vote a certain date, on or 
before which all taxes will be paid, also decide on a rate of 
interest for all taxes unpaid after that date, or act anything 
relating thereto.

Art. 32 To act on any other business that may come before 
said meeting.



The Selectmen hereby give notice that they will be in ses
sion, for the purpose of revising and correcting the list of 
voters, at Revere Memorial Hall, at 9 o’clock in the fore
noon, on date of said meeting.

Given under our hands at Isle au Haut the 10th day of 
February, A. D. 1940.

i  . .  , • »

Jk"

Chas. H. Turner Fred Cousins
Selectmen of Isle au Haut

A true copy, Attest:
Hollis B. Neveils 
Constable of Isle au Haut
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