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Black Bears impress in season opener 
against nationally ranked Wildcats

The historic Brice Cow-
ell Musket has returned to 
Black Bear Nation for the 
first time since October 
2010, after a dominant per-
formance in which the Uni-
versity of Maine’s football 
team (1-0) beat the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire 
Wildcats (0-1) by a final 
score of 35-7 on Thursday, 
Aug. 30.

With a strong perfor-
mance to start the season, 
second-year starting quar-
terback Chris Ferguson put 
any doubts to rest that he 
would be unable to lead 
the Black Bears to success 
on the offensive side of the 

ball this season. The poise 
of Ferguson in the pocket, 
along with his accuracy 
and ability to complete all 
of his reads was too much 
for the Wildcats’ defenders 
as he carved them up for 
21 completions on 31 at-
tempts for 199 yards and 
two touchdowns. Regard-
less of the receiver Fergu-
son threw to, New Hamp-
shire’s defense was unable 
to stop the aerial assault, 
as he completed passes 
to eight different receivers 
throughout the game. 

Former quarterback, 
Drew Belcher, who con-
verted to tight end this past 
offseason, showed flexi-
bility between positions, 
hauling in five catches 

along with throwing a 52-
yard touchdown bomb on 
a trick play to Jaquan Blair, 
who led the Black Bears in 
receiving yards with 70 on 
the night.

Complementary to 
the passing game, the 
two-headed backfield 
composed of sophomore 
Joe Fitzpatrick, and first-
year Ramon Jefferson were 
incredibly efficient, averag-
ing 4.7 yards per carry and 
6.2 yards per carry. Both 
running backs displayed 
incredible agility, vision and 
power. With only 28 sec-
onds remaining in the first 
half, Jefferson’s 49-yard 
carry saw him break two 
tackles before finally being 
dragged down by Wildcats 

safety, Rick Ellison. The 
run by Jefferson set up the 
Black Bears offense inside 
the 11-yard line, where Fer-
guson proceeded to throw 
a back-shoulder fade into 
the end zone, in double 
coverage, to Earnest Ed-
wards, who made an im-
pressive catch and kept 
his feet in bounds for the 
touchdown. 

Just before the two-min-
ute warning in the fourth 
quarter, Fitzpatrick, on an 
equally impressive run, 
punched in a 14-yard score 
in the Wildcats’ red zone 
after hurdling a defender, 
icing away the game by 
making the final score 35-
7. While the two combined 
for only 33-percent of the 

team’s total offense, their 
hard work between the 
tackles kept the Wildcats 
on their heels, allowing 
Ferguson to take advan-
tage of one-on-one match-
ups on the outside with his 
receivers. 

As a unit, the Black 
Bears’ offense appeared 
to be a well-oiled machine. 
By running a combination 
of jet sweeps, play-ac-
tion passes, running back 
dives and other offensive 
concepts, the Black Bears 
made a statement showing 
their diverse offense can 
score both on the ground 
and through the air. 

The offensive line cre-
ated a fantastic pocket for 
Ferguson and created wide 

running lanes for both Fitz-
patrick and Jefferson, giv-
ing up only one sack and 
losing only 21 yards on 
38 rushing attempts, fin-
ishing with a net positive 
203 rushing yards on the 
ground. 

With a combination of 
one senior, three sopho-
mores, and one junior on 
the offensive line, the unit 
appears to have a function-
al chemistry that will be a 
factor for the Black Bears 
all season. Starting right 
tackle, Cody Levy, will be 
the graduating senior, and 
his pass protection capa-
bilities and run blocking 
dominance will be an influ-
ence on this up-and-com-

Photo provided by Peter Buehner Black Bears celebrate victory after winning back Brice-Cowell Musket 

First Marsh Island Common Ground creates 
opportunity for students to share their talent

Annabelle Osborne
Contributor

On Friday evening, 
WMEB, the University of 
Maine’s radio station, and 
Campus Activities & Stu-
dent Engagement (CASE) 
hosted the first Marsh Is-
land Common Ground in 
the North Pod of the Me-
morial Union. The event 
featured live music from 
three different artists, as 
well as board games and 
free coffee for all who at-

tended.
Ben Evans, the cam-

pus activities programmer 
for CASE, initially came 
up with the idea for the 
event, saying “Marsh Is-
land Common Ground is a 
space for our community 
to be together and create a 
community of like-minded 
people who enjoy music, 
coffee, games, and hang-
ing out. It shows that there 
is alternate programming 
for Friday nights so that 
University of Maine stu-

dents feel like drinking is 
not the only thing to do.”

The first performance 
of the night was by the 
Renaissance Singers, an 
all-female a cappella group 
on campus. Their set was 
a mix of old classics, such 
as The Chordettes’s 1954 
song “Mr. Sandman,” more 
modern classics such 
as “All Star” by Smash 
Mouth, ending the set with 
“It’s Raining Men” by The 
Weather Girls. 

Next the Maine Steiners, 

the oldest a cappella group 
at UMaine, performed a few 
medleys, ending their set 
with a mix of Disney songs. 
The Maine Steiners utilized 
the visual aspect of a live 
performance, mingling with 
the audience during their 
rendition of “Kiss The Girl” 
from “The Little Mermaid”, 
having one of the perform-
ers kiss his girlfriend.

The last performance 
of the night was by Mol-
ly Westbrook, who closed 
the event with a variety of 

songs, including “I Like Gi-
ants” by Kimya Dawson, 
“Me and Julio Down By 
The Schoolyard” by Paul 
Simon and “Honey and I” 
by HAIM.

Matthew Griffin, a first-
year chemistry student, 
attended the latter half of 
Friday night’s event. Grif-
fin noted that he could not 
pick a favorite performance 
as they were all impressive. 
Griffin and ten others sur-
veyed said they were ex-
cited to come to the Marsh 

Island Common Ground 
again. 

“Our idea is that we’re 
going to bring in perform-
ers every week; we’re 
gonna host open mics. 
We want to bring out the 
talent within the communi-
ty,”  Evans said. “We know 
that there haven’t been a 
lot of options for students 
to do that in the past. We 
just want this to be a space 
where the community can 

See Common on A10

See Musket on A2
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English professor placed on leave twice in one year

MJ Gautrau, Photo Editor.The English Department is housed in Neville hall.

For the second time this 
year, University of Maine 
English professor Tony 
Brinkley has been placed 
on paid leave while under 
university investigation.

Brinkley, who has been 
teaching at UMaine since 
1983 and served as the 
English Department chair 
from 1999 to 2004, was 
originally placed on leave 
in January for the spring 
semester after two female 
graduate students filed 
complaints against him. 
The case, brought by Paige 

Melin, who obtained her 
master’s degree from UMa-
ine in 2016, was closed on 
May 3, just before the end 
of the semester.

Though that investiga-
tion, run through UMaine’s 
Office of Equal Opportu-
nity, ended and Brinkley 
was allowed access to the 
campus over the summer, 
the Bangor Daily News 
reported on Aug. 30 that 
Brinkley would be on paid 
leave again for the fall 2018 
semester.

The current investiga-
tion is run by UMaine’s hu-
man resources department 
and aims to focus on any-

thing the equal opportuni-
ty investigation may have 
missed. The Bangor Daily 
News obtained a letter to 
one of the complainants 
from Assistant Vice Presi-
dent for Student Life Ken-
da Scheele, who said that 
there “may be immediate 
and longer-term conse-
quences of this fact find-
ing.”

Brinkley isn’t the only 
professor who has been 
placed on leave due to 
sexual misconduct allega-
tions. Theater professor 
Tom Mikotowicz is also on 
his second paid leave of 
the year, again due to con-

tinued investigations by 
human resources.

While investigations are 
ongoing, UMaine adminis-
tration is doubling down on 
promoting the anti-discrim-
inatory values the school 
advertises.

“Today, like every day, is 
a perfect time to reflect on 
and confirm that for UMa-
ine there is no higher value 
than making our communi-
ty a kind, caring and com-
passionate place,” Rob-
ert Dana, Vice President 
for Student Life, said in 
an email, “We continue to 
advocate for the values of 
unity, inclusivity and civili-

ty, and these values are un-
wavering. Our commitment 
to an environment where 
all people are dignified, re-
spected and supported is 
central to what makes this 
a wonderful place to live 
and study.”

In her Aug. 24 open letter 
to the UMaine communi-
ty, UMaine President Joan 
Ferrini-Mundy established 
the type of atmosphere she 
wants on campus.

“We must never tolerate 
sexual harassment, mis-
conduct, or discrimination 
across our campuses—in 
our field sites, labs and 
facilities, as well as in our 

classrooms, residence 
halls, athletic venues and 
workspaces,” Ferrini-Mun-
dy wrote. She called for 
“every member of the uni-
versity community” to re-
view policies regarding 
sexual misconduct and the 
process of reporting an in-
cident.

Kim-Marie M. Jenkins, 
Interim Chief of Staff for 
the president, said that the 
situation is “still ongoing 
and will not be open for 
comment or discussion.”

Hailey Bryant
Contributor

Welcome Weekend Day of Service to 
be replaced with Voluntober

The Bowdell Center for 
Service and Volunteerism 
is discontinuing its annual 
Welcome Weekend Day of 
Service for first-year stu-
dents. Instead, the center 
is opting for a longer and 
more cost-efficient pro-
gram called Voluntober.

The Welcome Weekend 
is completely funded by 
donors and fundraising, 
but the Bowdell Center is 
no longer receiving enough 
funding through these 
means to pay for the back-
bone of its initiative: supply 
kits.

The Bodwell Center reg-
ularly sends out 1,500 kits 
out to national and interna-
tional organizations to help 
people in need with school 
supplies, food and person-
al care items. The overall 
cost of this event is around 

$20,000, according to Lisa 
Morin, the Center’s coordi-
nator.

There has been a steady 
increase of student vol-
unteers every year. “Less 
funding and more students 
don’t match,” said Morin.

The Welcome Weekend 
Day of Service evolved 
from UMaine Cares, a stu-
dent-led volunteer initiative 
launched on campus after 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005. 
The event was organized 
annually until 2010, when 
it was rolled into the Wel-
come Weekend, according 
to Morin.  

Morin noted that UMa-
ine Cares represented stu-
dents’ desire to give back 
to the community.

This is the first year for 
Voluntober at the Universi-
ty of Maine. The program 
was developed in connec-
tion with national Make 
a Difference Day, which 

falls on Oct. 27. While Fall 
Welcome Weekend en-
couraged the preparation 
of supply kits, Voluntober 
will focus more on direct 
community service by pro-
tracting the period of vol-
unteering from one day to 
a month.

Morin hopes to entice 
new student groups by al-
lowing them the liberty to 
choose which projects they 
want to complete from a 
list of local organizations 
provided by the Bodwell 
Center. The Center hopes 
to serve 40-50 community 
organizations during Vol-
untober, but Morin is con-
fident they will exceed that 
goal based on local need 
expressed through the 
Welcome Weekend in pre-
vious years.

While Morin recognizes 
that students don’t want to 
see the traditional compo-
nent of the day of service 

go, she remarked that the 
response from students 
and community organiza-
tions has been mostly pos-
itive, and people are happy 
to have more flexibility in 
both choosing and carrying 
out service projects. 

Sophie Palangas, a 
third-year communications 
and sciences disorders 
student at the Universi-
ty of Maine, participated 
in Welcome Weekend as 
a first-year student, then 
became a group leader as 
a second-year. Palangas 
said she was surprised to 
hear the program ended so 
fast but thinks Voluntober 
is a suitable replacement. 
Palangas intends to par-
ticipate in Voluntober with 
club lacrosse and club ice 
hockey, and thinks Volun-
tober will encourage more 
sports clubs and student 
organizations to volunteer.

Hannah Welborn, a 

fourth-year UMaine nurs-
ing student, volunteered as 
a first-year student during 
the Welcome Weekend and 
was a team leader her sec-
ond and third years.

Welborn said she is sad 
to see the program end 
and worries that first-year 
students this year will miss 
out on the camaraderie and 
bonding that go hand-in-
hand with the experience.

However, she is not de-
terred by the new service 
model. The co-coordina-
tor of Alternative Breaks 
and member of Opera-
tion HEARTS, both volun-
teer-based student groups 
on campus, said she in-
tends to participate in Vol-
untober with at least one of 
her groups. 

“Volunteering has given 
me a ton of experiences I 
wouldn’t have experienced 
otherwise,” Welborn said.

Morin said that the Bod-
well Center’s goal is to in-
spire lifelong community 
volunteerism locally, na-
tionally and internationally.  
She encourages student 
groups and organizations 
to contact her with any 
interest they may have in 
participating in Voluntober.

For more information 
on the list of community 
organizations in need and 
how to volunteer with the 
Bowdell Center, you can 
visit: https://www.umaine.
edu/volunteer/programs/
voluntober.

Kendra Caruso
Contributor
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New roundabout aims to improve unsafe intersection

ing offensive nucleus. 
The most noticeable 

performance, however, 
came from the defensive 
side of the ball for the 
Black Bears. With multiple 
players having at least 2.0 
tackles for loss, lead by 
senior linebacker Sterling 
Sheffield, who was named 
Co-Defensive Player of 
the Week by the Colonial 
Athletic Association after 
racking up 3.0 tackles for 
loss, a pass break up and 
2.0 sacks. At a height of 6 
feet, 2 inches, and weigh-
ing in at 245 pounds. Shef-
field was causing havoc 
all night for the Wildcats, 
causing them to repeated-
ly double team him with-
in their scheme. Both of 
Sheffield’s sacks came in 
the first quarter, including 
one on a long third-and-8 
for the Wildcats, forcing 
a punt. The Black Bears’ 
defense looked mean, 
showing a formidable front 
seven that will be closely 
watched throughout the 
season, as they forced 
the Wildcats to finish with 
negative 15 rushing yards 
on the night, along with 
racking up a collective 6.0 
sacks and 12.0 tackles for 
loss. 

Unable to move the ball 
on the offensive end, the 

Wildcats’ special teams 
unit was often on the field. 
The special teams unit was 
equally as dysfunctional as 
their offense, with a bad 
snap sending the ball over 
punter/kicker Drew San-
born’s head, resulting in a 
safety in the back of the 
Wildcats’ end zone mid-
way through the second 
quarter. 

After such a statement 
victory, one can only look 
to a player missing from 
the sideline on Thursday 
night. Jersey number 39, 
belonging to the late de-
fensive back Darius Minor, 
wasn’t physically present 
with his teammates, but his 
presence was with them in 
spirit. Minor, 18, was an in-
coming first-year student 
at UMaine who collapsed 
abruptly 15 minutes into a 
team workout during the 
offseason and was unable 
to be revived by paramed-
ics. 

After the game, when 
asked in an interview by the 
University of Maine Athlet-
ics Department about how 
he felt about the victory 
over the Wildcats, Sheffield 
thanked God for his oppor-
tunity to be able to play 
the game of football, then 
stating “Long live Darius 
Minor, he passed away too 
young, but he was a great, 
great guy,” before going on 
to discuss the play of the 
Black Bears against the 

Musket
from A1

Kendra Caruso, Contributor.The rotary at Rangeley Road is still under construction, but making a difference in students’ commutes to campus.

Construction has fin-
ished on the roundabout 
at the intersection of Park 
Street and Rangeley Road. 
A notorious location for 
traffic accidents, the Park 
Street intersection has 
been a topic of discussion 
recently for many Univer-
sity of Maine students and 
members of the communi-
ty.

As part of the state’s re-
sponsibility to assess loca-
tions with high amounts of 
accident reports, local offi-
cials decided a roundabout 
would adequately address 
safety issues, both for pe-
destrians and vehicles.

Jeff Aceto, the assistant 
director of capital planning 
and project management at 
UMaine, is responsible for 

managing capital construc-
tion on campus and has 
played an important role in 
the roundabout project.

“A project challenge 
for this intersection was 
the high volumes of traffic 
at peak times both in the 
morning and afternoon. 
Maine Department of Trans-
portation (MDOT) modeling 
showed that a signalized 
intersection would not be 
successful at this location 
due to significant stacking 
and delays during the peak 
traffic hours” said Aceto. 
“The roundabout was de-
termined to be the best 
solution for this situation 
for minimizing delays, en-
hancing safety and accom-
modating future increases 
in traffic.”

Other factors are at play 
when planning a project 
like this. Due to the over-

sized load vehicles that 
transport wind blades to 
the Advanced Structures 
and Composites Center, 
project coordinators re-
quired the roundabout to 
be surrounded by a raised 
island to allow for the 
movement of large trucks.

A traditional roundabout 
is intended to create a saf-
er and more efficient traffic 
pattern by eliminating the 
need for vehicles to cross 
directly through traffic, fre-
quently resulting in more 
dangerous head-on acci-
dents. In roundabouts, ve-
hicles must yield to other 
drivers, which removes the 
need to cross traffic and 
keeps traffic moving in one 
direction.

For nearly three years, 
the Town of Orono has col-
laborated with the MDOT 
to plan and develop the 

project. Aceto noted that 
UMaine is also a primary 
stakeholder and donated 
over three acres of land 
for the project, which had 
an estimated cost of $2.5 
million.

The University of Maine 
Police Department (UMPD) 
is one of the first respond-
ers to any traffic accident 
in the intersection.

“It appears to be going 
well,” said Sergeant Scott 
Curtis, suggesting that only 
a week into the semester 
conditions have rapidly im-
proved.

Both UMPD and the 
Orono Police Department 
(OPD) have jurisdiction at 
the intersection and re-
spond to accidents there, 
which, they said, have been 
minimal this year. However, 
not everyone has given the 
roundabout such a glowing 

endorsement.
Dylan Cunningham, a 

senior marine biology stu-
dent and resident of Mas-
sachusetts, felt that a traf-
fic light would have been a 
better alternative.

“Cape Cod, where I’m 
from, has many much larg-
er versions of roundabouts 
called rotaries,” Cunning-
ham said. “They have mul-
tiple lanes and much higher 
speed limits, resulting in a 
chaotic whirlwind of traf-
fic.”

Cailin Darling, a senior 
biology student who was 
involved in a car accident 
in the intersection last fall, 
knows firsthand the ne-
cessity of new traffic safe-
ty measures, but agrees a 
roundabout may not be the 
best solution.

Darling’s main concern 
is the lack of experience 

some drivers in the area 
have with roundabouts and 
the danger that could po-
tentially pose.

“I think once students 
figure out how to use [the 
roundabout], and the con-
struction is finished, it will 
improve the situation,” she 
said.

Facilities Management 
is planning to relocate the 
UMaine granite sign that 
once rested near the inter-
section to an alternative lo-
cation on Rangeley Road.

The official date of com-
pletion for the project was 
Sept. 30, and the intersec-
tion is now in full use.

Emily Coyne
Contributor

MJ Gautrau, Photo Alfond Stadium, Orono

Wildcats. 
As a team coming into 

the season after losing a 
teammate, the Black Bears 
gritted their teeth together 
and united as one. Their 
cohesiveness as an entire 
locker room, after going 
through such a traumatiz-
ing experience, shows the 
bond they have to each 

other on and off the field. 
In the opening state-

ments of the same post 
game interview with the 
Maine Athletics Depart-
ment, head coach Joe Ha-
rasymiak spoke in admi-
ration of his team. “They 
work harder than any oth-
er group I’ve ever been 
around. I guess I’m just 

the lucky one to be their 
coach.” 

That hard work and 
dedication will be put 
to the test, as the Black 
Bears are on the road for 
games against Central 
Michigan University and 
Yale University. However, 
now battle-tested against 
eighth-place University 

of New Hampshire, the 
Black Bears have a head of 
steam as they begin their 
long slate of games on the 
road. 
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Weekly Updates

The World 
This Week
August 25: Senator John McCain died of brain cancer at the age of 81. He was succeeded by Jon Kyl.

September 5: The New York Times published an anonymous op-ed written by a senior White-House official revealing a resis-
tance within the administration. Following this, President Donald J. Trump called for The New York Times to turn in the writer 
responsible for the piece.

September 6: The Indian Supreme Court overturned colonial-era legislation outlawing gay sex. This milestone court ruling 
signals a human-rights victory for the world’s most populous democracy.

September 8: South Carolina governor, Henry McMaster, has requested a federal emergency declaration in anticipation for 
Hurricane Florence.

September 9: In Russia, supporters of opposition figure Alexei Navalny protested a planned increase in the pension age, an 
issue that has come to embody a conflict with the political establishment.

This Week in Student Government
Weekly recap of decisions made by the UMaine Student Government General Student Senate

New senators and offi-
cer appointments, resig-
nations

One new senator, Cody 
Embelton, was sworn in 
this week. Senators Jacob 
Bradshaw and Zachary La-
Bonne resigned from their 
positions.

Executive reports
President Logan Aro-

mando began by welcom-
ing everyone to the new 
school year. Before intro-
ducing the new executive 
members, he reminded the 
Senate that Student Gov-
ernment would be tabling 
at the Student Organiza-
tion Fair on Sept. 5. Pres-
ident Aromondo is looking 
forward to “all [the Student 
Senate] can accomplish 
this year.”

Vice President Bentley 
Simpson reported on two 
new initiatives: a biweekly 
vice president’s cabinet to 
support the work of senate 
committees, and a work-
shop on Robert’s Rules of 
Order. He also noted that 
the act of mandating sen-

ators to attend at least two 
events per semester as 
representatives of the body 
had fallen to the wayside, 
and he would be looking to 
re-establish this obligation 
during the semester.

Brad Bailey, vice pres-
ident for Financial Affairs 
reported $122,756 in unal-
located funds this week.

Taylor Cray, vice presi-
dent for Student Organiza-
tions again urged senators 
to attend the Student Or-
ganizations Fair.

Corey Claflin, vice pres-
ident for Student Enter-
tainment reported on a 
successful Student Gov-
ernment-sponsored perfor-
mance by comedian, Corey 
Rodrigues, over the week-
end. “All the first-years 
loved it,” Claflin said.

Periodic reports
The University of Maine 

System board of trustees 
representative did not have 
a report.

Director of Communi-
cations for Student Gov-
ernment, Austin Steward, 
announced a new student 
senator of the week “Insta-
gram takeover” initiative

.

The Army ROTC repre-
sentative was not present 
for this meeting.

The University of Maine 
security representative did 
not have a report.

Reports of standing 
committees

The Membership and 
Political Activism commit-
tees did not have reports.

The Services Commit-
tee is planning to establish 
a regular meeting time for 
the semester.

Representative board 
reports

Commuter and non-tra-
ditional students held their 
welcome day last Thursday 
and reported a large turn 
out. First Friday Bagels be-
gan for the new semester 
on Sept. 7 at 8 a.m. This 
event is held every first Fri-
day of the month.

The Honors College 
Student Advisory Board 
reported that its first meet-
ing was to be on Thursday, 
Sept. 6.

The Interfraternity 
Council representative did 

not have a report.
Panhellenic Council re-

ported on its summer-long 
preparations for formal re-
cruitment, which starts the 
week of Sept. 10. Over 300 
women have registered so 
far, largely through engage-
ment with current Greek life 
members at summer orien-
tations. Panhellenic Coun-
cil hopes to have 100-150 
new sign-ups by the first 
week of formal recruitment 
and, in the end, hand out 
250 bids of membership.

The Senior Class Coun-
cil representative intro-
duced herself and said she 
was excited to work with 
the Senate.

The Sustainability and 
Environmental Action 
Committee announced it 
was planning to have its 
first meeting on Thursday, 
Sept. 6, at 6:30 p.m.

Community associa-
tion reports

Wilde Stein: Queer 
Straight Alliance will be 
holding elections for vice 
president as the previous 
position-holder will not be 
attending UMaine this fall.

The Student Heritage 

Alliance Council had no re-
port.

The Feminist Collective 
representative, Meghan 
Frisard, reported this se-
mester’s meeting time: 
Mondays at 7 p.m. in the 
Totman Room, Memorial 
Union.

New business
There was no new busi-

ness to discuss.

 Brawley Benson
 News Editor
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This week at UMaine...
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Want to see your club or organization’s event represented here? Send the info to eic@mainecampus.com

What’s happening this week at UMaine 

Last day to add classes Art Exhibitions: “de-
solve” and “Blue Trau
mas”
Lord Hall

Pop-up Panel: Free 
Speech on Campus
Bangor Room,
Memorial Union
12 p.m. - 1 p.m.

Therapy Dog Visits
Library
First Floor
2 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Therapy Dog Visits
Library
First Floor
12 p.m. - 2 p.m.

International Coffee 
Hour
North Pod
4 p.m. - 5 p.m.

University of Maine Mu-
seum of Art Exhibitions
40 Harlow St,
Bangor ME
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Night of 8/25 - 8/26 - 
unknown time

During the night, some-
one wrote hateful messag-
es on the Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and Coretta Scott 
King Memorial Plaza near 
the Memorial Union. The 
unknown vandal wrote in 
black spray paint: “Rest in 
p**s McCain. No more Na-
zis. F**k ICE.” The graffiti 
was removed by staff and 

the damages were estimat-
ed at $150. The university 
is offering a $1,000 reward 
for information identifying 
potential suspects.

8/31 - 11:56 p.m.
University of Maine Po-

lice Department (UMPD) 
reported to Androscoggin 
Hall after receiving a call 
from resident assistants 
(RA) on the third floor re-
questing help for an intox-
icated resident vomiting 
in the women’s bathroom. 

University Volunteer Am-
bulance Corps (UVAC) was 
called and determined the 
first-year student was not 
in need of medical assis-
tance. She was escorted 
to her room and referred to 
the Student Conduct Com-
mittee.

9/2 - 12:45 a.m.
A first-year male student 

was referred to the Student 
Conduct Committee for 
underage drinking. Officers 
responded late in the night 

to a report of a drunk indi-
vidual vomiting in Gannett 
Hall’s third-floor bathroom. 
The student claimed he 
had consumed alcohol at a 
fraternity rush event. UVAC 
was called but determined 
that transport to medical 
facilities was not neces-
sary.

9/2 - 5 a.m.
Orono Police Depart-

ment (OPD) arrested Wyatt 
Labombard, 21, for operat-
ing under the influence. Of-
ficer James was on patrol 
in the early morning when 
she saw a black jeep pull-
ing out of a parking stall 
at the Circle K gas sta-
tion in Orono. The car was 
stopped for not having its 
lights on. Labombard, the 
driver, claimed he was so-
ber and driving his intoxi-
cated friend home. Later, 
Labombard admitted to 
consuming drinks earlier 

in the night and a field so-
briety test was issued. He 
didn’t pass and was arrest-
ed and given a court date 
on Oct. 4.

9/2 - 10:13 p.m.
Officers were called to 

Somerset Hall for a report 
of criminal mischief. Upon 
arriving, officers saw that 
an unknown individual had 
drawn on the wall with per-
manent marker. Residence 
hall staff cleaned the draw-
ings. There are no suspects 
at this time.

9/2 
UMPD responded to 

complaints of two intoxi-
cated males harassing stu-
dents outside of Somerset 
Hall. Officers arrived to find 
18-year-old Tyler Bean, of 
Orrington, and 19-year-
old James McLaughlin. 
The women who made 
the complaints alleged 

the males made aggres-
sive sexual comments and 
grabbed them. Mclaugh-
lin was issued a summons 
for possession of liquor by 
a minor, criminal threaten-
ing and assault. Bean was 
served a trespass notice 
and is no longer allowed on 
UMaine property.

9/3 - 1:20 a.m.
RAs complained of a 

shirtless, intoxicated male 
in Cumberland Hall. By the 
time officers arrived at the 
scene, the suspect had 
fled. Kevin McDonough,18, 
was later found on Seba-
go Road in Orono, visibly 
drunk and bothering other 
students. UVAC was called 
but cleared the young man 
without transport. Mc-
Donough was summoned 
for illegal possession of al-
cohol by a minor.

September 2: The Na-
tional Museum of Brazil 
caught fire, destroying 
thousands of years worth 
of historical artifacts, in-
cluding Egyptian mum-
mies, Greco-Roman ar-
tifacts and human and 
dinosaur fossils.

It is unclear if any of the 
artifacts were salvageable, 
according to an article from 
The New York Times. At the 
time of the fire, there was 

nobody in the building and 
no injuries documented. 
The cause of the fire is un-
known.

The museum just cele-
brated its 200-year anni-
versary in June and is the 
oldest scientific institution 
in Brazil. 

September 3: The con-
firmation hearings for Brett 
Kavanagh began on Mon-
day. Kavanaugh is Pres-
ident Donald J. Trump’s 
nominee for a vacant seat 
on the Supreme Court of 

the United States.
Throughout the week, 

Kavanaugh was inter-
viewed by members of the 
Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee, who, in order to set the 
record straight, have been 
questioning his prior court 
decisions. Some highlights 
of this meeting include Ka-
vanaugh referring to birth 
control as “abortion-induc-
ing drugs,” a conversation 
between a survivor of the 
Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las High School shooting in 
Parkland, Florida, and the 

rights of those with intel-
lectual disabilities.

September 5: Nike an-
nounced Colin Kaeper-
nick as the face of their 
30th anniversary ‘Just Do 
It’ campaign. Kaepernick, 
who has been under fire in 
recent months for kneeling 
during the national anthem 
during multiple San Fran-
cisco 49ers games.

Nike, which released an 
advertisement featuring a 
black-and-white image of 
Kaepernick with a quote 

that reads “Believe in 
something, Even if it means 
sacrificing everything” 
has sparked a debate on 
whether or not featuring 
the former 49ers quarter-
back was the right deci-
sion. In response, some 
opposed to the campaign 
have taken it upon them-
selves to destroy their Nike 
apparel to protest the ad-
vertisement, while others 
have applauded the com-
pany’s choice.

Following the release 
of their new ad, Nike em-

ployees received numerous 
calls on their customer ser-
vice lines in which workers 
have been harassed, belit-
tled and bullied by those in 
opposition.
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Editorial: The importance of the 
anonymous news source

If you want a democracy, don’t 
censor student journalists 

The first line of the anon-
ymous op-ed published by 
the New York Times that 
has sent the president and 
the country into a search 
for the mysterious writer 
reads: “President Trump is 
facing a test to his presi-
dency unlike any faced by 
a modern American lead-
er.” This first line displays 
parallels to the very means 
of publication that it was 
written for; the press is 
facing a test to their First 
Amendment rights that is 
unlike any faced by mod-
ern publications. 

The leader of our na-
tion has decided that this 
anonymous op-ed piece, 
written by a “Senior Offi-
cial in the Trump Adminis-
tration,” is a threat to na-
tional security. He calls for 
the author to come forward 
and show him or herself to 
the nation, and that hiding 
behind anonymity is “gut-
less,” as he proclaimed in a 
characteristic twitter rant. 
The resulting speculation 
has captured headlines of 
many news publications; 

“Who is the anonymous 
writer?” 

The article, published 
Sept. 5, reveals that a 
conglomerate of select 
administrative officials 
are working silently in the 
background of the presi-
dency to “frustrate parts of 
his agenda and his worst 
inclinations.” It refers to 
President Trump’s leader-
ship style as “impetuous, 
adversarial, petty and inef-
fective,” as well as “impul-
sive and ill-informed.” It is 
easy to see why the presi-
dent might be upset that a 
senior member of his own 
administration has public-
ly stated that his team is 
trying to undermine him, 
but the response from the 
president is anything but 
appropriate. 

This is because his re-
sponse is to turn to old 
habits of directly attacking 
the press. President Trump 
immediately criticized the 
“failing” New York Times 
and argued that the senior 
official might not even ex-
ist and instead is another 
“phony” source utilized 
by the newspaper. In the 
same tweet, he called for 

the Times to “turn in” the 
author to the government. 
This declaration is haunt-
ing in its implications of 
what would be done to the 
oficial once he or she was 
turned in. In fact, this very 
call for revelation may be 
behind the author’s deci-
sion to request anonym-
ity.  This president has 
displayed time and time 
again, through his cycle of 
naming, firing and replac-
ing administrators, that he 
will use his power to re-
move those who disagree 
with him, or get in his way, 
from their positions.

President Trump’s at-
tempts to discredit The 
New York Times, and the 
American press as an en-
tity, through baseless ac-
cusations and efforts to 
wound the public’s’ trust 
in news, a tenet of our free 
society.

The ability to publish an 
anonymous source is a fun-
damental right for news-
papers. The anonymous 
source is an asset to jour-
nalists looking into contro-
versial issues, where the 
jobs or lives of individuals 
could be threatened if their 

identities were revealed. 
Without “Deep Throat,” the 
FBI source who spoke to 
the Washington Post, the 
Watergate break-in may 
have never been revealed. 
Newspapers are home to 
professional writers, who 
take into consideration 
the use of the anonymous 
source, the motives and 
when to release the story 
before arriving at the ulti-
mate decision that is the 
goal of all news organiza-
tions: to inform the public.  

This is not the first time 
that presidents who clash 
with the press have had 
issues with their internal 
administration. During the 
famous Watergate scan-
dal, President Richard Nix-
on banned certain mem-
bers of the press from the 
White House, created a 
list of press “enemies” and 
attacked the license of a 
television station owned 
by the Washington Post. 
On top of his hatred for 
the press, Nixon’s state of 
mind was questioned by 
his own Secretary of De-
fense, James Schlesinger, 
as Nixon approached his 
resignation. Because of 

this, Schlesinger ordered 
the military to get confir-
mation from him or Secre-
tary Kissinger before obey-
ing any of Nixon’s orders. 

The First Amendment is 
an important one. It pro-
tects the freedom of speech 
and the freedom of the 
press that are foundational 
to our democracy. How-
ever, the First Amendment 
does not always protect 
anonymous sources. There 
have been instances where 
journalists have been jailed 
after their refusal to reveal 
sources in criminal cases, 
like the case of Judith Mill-
er being jailed for failing to 
reveal her sources to a fed-
eral court.

 Miller, during the trial 
of 2005, said “If journalists 
cannot be trusted to guar-
antee confidentiality, then 
journalists cannot func-
tion and there cannot be 
a free press.”  It was later 
deemed by The New York 
Times that several stories 
Miller had written were in-
accurate. The difference, 
however, is that the anon-
ymous source behind the 
op-ed article has not com-
mitted a crime. Instead, 

they focus on revealing the 
inner workings of their own 
government to the people 
who deserve to know. 

As a student newspaper, 
we understand the impor-
tance of the First Amend-
ment, and seek to utilize 
and protect it in any way 
we can. The editorial board 
of The Times is aware of 
the identity of the author, 
and they have made the 
informed decision to keep 
the article anonymous. 
While this decision to 
publicize the anonymous 
op-ed may be seen as a 
questionable one, it is a 
decision that they reserve 
the right to make.  We need 
to continue to trust our 
news publications to effec-
tively and truthfully deliver 
information. 

Censorship in the media 
has always been a topic of 
debate, but has become a 
much larger issue in recent 
months. President Donald 
Trump has slammed the 
media on several occa-
sions, deeming news that 
doesn’t align with his views 
as“fake news” and writing 
off journalists. However, 
without a free press, it is 
impossible for the public to 
make informed decisions 
and opinions.

At Liberty University, in 
Lynchburg, Virginia, stu-
dents were fired from their 
newspaper, The Champi-

on, after not following their 
presidents, Jerry Falwell 
Jr.’s, wishes. In 2016, Fal-
well endorsed Trump. Fol-
lowing this endorsement, 
Falwell required opinion 
writers at The Champion to 
have a sentence at the end 
of their articles saying who 
they would be voting for 
in the election. One writer, 
Jordan Jerrett, refused to 
do this and instead wrote, 
“The writer refused to re-
veal which candidate she is 
supporting for president.” 

The beauty of working 
at The Maine Campus is 
that there are many differ-
ent personalities that exist 
within our newsroom. We 
have a strong relationship 

with the faculty that over-
see our funding, and we 
would never face an is-
sue where we would be 
censored, in fact, we are 
encouraged to tell these 
controversial stories that 
are making headlines. It is 
important to keep the stu-
dent body informed, and 
it is unfair and absurd that 
President Falwell would 
step on these student jour-
nalists’ toes in such a way; 
they are only doing what is 
taught in any basic jour-
nalism course. Requiring 
writers to share their polit-
ical stance by announcing 
which candidate they were 
planning to vote for breaks 
the basic rule of journalistic 

writing: remaining neutral. 
While these pieces were 
opinions, they do not rep-
resent the opinion of the 
paper, like most newspa-
pers. At Liberty University, 
students reached out for 
Falwell’s comment on a 
piece, and instead of de-
clining a comment, he told 
the student journalists that 
The Champion shouldn’t 
even bother covering the 
event or writing the piece - 
a blatant way of censoring 
the content and integrity of 
the paper.

Additionally, writers and 
journalists alike should not 
feel any sort of pressure or 
receive instructions that 
explicitly demand they ig-

nore ethics of journalism. 
In college classes, we are 
trained to ask the import-
ant and sometimes uncom-
fortable questions. The 
Maine Campus is a sepa-
rate entity from UMaine, a 
model that many colleges 
should consider having 
their newspaper follow. 
The freedom of the press is 
crucial as it allows journal-
ists and readers to express 
their dismay or simply tell 
the facts and inform the 
public. By removing this 
right, you are taking away 
the voice of the people, 
which is not how a democ-
racy works.

As a society, we need 
to shift away from the idea 

that journalists are bad 
and a free press is dan-
gerous, because, in reality, 
we need a free press in or-
der to thrive. As a student 
journalist, now is the time 
where our profession mat-
ters the most. Now is the 
time to ask the hard ques-
tions, have those uncom-
fortable conversations, and 
be confident in our ability 
to report the facts and tell 
stories.

Liz Theriault
Opinion Editor

Taylor Abbott
Editor in Chief
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The Problem with Anonymity and Social Media

Escape stress this semester: read a book

I recently finished 
watching the movie “Her,” 
a movie in which a man, 
played by Joaquin Phoe-
nix, falls in love with his 
phone’s operating system. 
The premise seems rather 
silly when summed up in 
a sentence, but as the film 
progressed I found that 
an uneasiness began to 
set over me as it became 
clear how closely the film 
came to reality. The paral-
lels connecting the plot of 
this movie to modern day 
technology, such as Tinder, 
are undeniable. Even clos-
er to home, one could say 
the film mimics the way the 
UMaine Crushes & Missed 
Connections Facebook 

page is run. 
         For those that ar-

en’t already acquainted 
with the page, or that sim-
ply dropped Facebook af-
ter growing tired of Words 
With Friends, “UMaine 
Crushes & Missed Connec-
tions” is a Facebook com-
munity in which students 
can anonymously make 
posts to, or about, a per-
son they’re attracted to, be 
it a close friend or a com-
plete stranger. The posts 
are then put up anony-
mously for any member of 
the group (of which there 
are about 7,800 members) 
to like, comment with sup-
port, tag their friends, or 
ruthlessly mock. Due to 
the anonymous nature of 
the posts, individuals are 
able to take on the role of 

the Joaquin Phoenix char-
acter, treating the page like 
a close friend by revealing 
those intimate thoughts 
they wouldn’t ordinarily 
share with the public. 

         Communities like 
the “UMaine Crushes & 
Missed Connections” page 
are far from an original 
idea. In fact, one could say 
they are a natural evolu-
tion of those cheesy advice 
columns in newspapers 
brought to the social media 
realm. Numerous anony-
mous social media apps 
have emerged in recent 
years and enjoyed reason-
able popularity, such as  Yik 
Yak, Whisper, and Secret.  
The appeal of these apps 
are obvious, being that us-
ers can have genuine and 
honest interactions, but 

they also open a door for 
rampant cyberbullying with 
minimal repercussions. In 
a study published from the 
International Conference 
on Web and Social Me-
dia (ICWSM), researchers 
found that posts to anon-
ymous social media sites 
were often negative in na-
ture and expressed deeply 
personal wants, needs and 
wishes.

         The app Whisper 
enjoyed a 16 month run of 
success, along with $35 
million in funding, but its 
ultimate downfall was ex-
actly that which brought its 
success. Just as addressed 
in the ICWSM study, the 
app suffered from innumer-
able claims of cyberbully-
ing and an inability to pro-
vide adequate review. As 

a result, the app faltered, 
and eventually failed, with 
CEO David Byttow admit-
ting in his announcement 
of the shutdown that ano-
nymity is “the ultimate dou-
ble-edged sword, which 
must be wielded with great 
respect and care.”

This is not to say that 
social media is evil, or that 
those who enjoy updating 
their Instagram regularly 
are suffering from some 
sort of social disorder. In 
fact, a study conducted 
by the University of Mis-
souri-Columbia tracked 
individuals’ social media 
use from 2009 to 2011 
and found that their feel-
ings of social well-being 
had actually increased with 
social media use. Howev-
er, the problem arises for 

the well-being of subjects 
when social media is used 
as a replacement for social 
interaction.  

While social media and 
anonymous pages like 
“UMaine Crushes & Missed 
Connections” are not in-
herently negative forces, it 
is not in the best interest 
of anyone to treat an app 
like a close friend. Joaquin 
Phoenix is a fantastic ac-
tor, but not even he can 
make being obsessed with 
your phone look good. 

 

“President Trump is facing 
a test to his presidency un-
like any faced by a modern 
American leader.” The first 
line of the anonymous op-ed 
published by The New York 
Times that has sent the pres-
ident and the country into a 
spiraling witch hunt for the 
mysterious writer. This first 
line displays parallels to the 
very means of publication 
that it was written for; the 
press is facing a test to their 
First Amendment rights that 
are is unlike any faced by 
modern publications. 

The leader of our nation 
has decided that this anon-
ymous op-ed piece, written 
by a “Senior Official in the 
Trump Administration,” is 
a threat to national securi-
ty. He calls for the author to 
come forward and show him 
or herself to the nation, and 
that hiding behind anonymity 
is “gutless,” as he proclaimed 
in a characteristic twitter rant. 
The resulting speculation has 
captured headlines of many 

news publications; “Who is 
the anonymous writer?” 

The article, published 
Sept. 5, reveals that a con-
glomerate of select admin-
istrative officials are working 
silently in the background of 
the presidency to “frustrate 
parts of his agenda and his 
worst inclinations.” It cites 
refers to President Trump’s 
leadership style as “impet-
uous, adversarial, petty and 
ineffective,” as well as im-
pulsive and ill-informed. It is 
easy to see why the presi-
dent might be so upset that 
a senior member of his own 
administration has publicly 
stated that his team is trying 
to undermine him, but the re-
sponse from the president is 
anything but appropriate. 

This is because his re-
sponse is to falter back into 
his habits of directly attacking 
the press. President Trump 
immediately attacked the 
“failing” New York Times and 
argued that the senior offi-
cial might not even exist and 
instead is another “phony” 
source utilized by the news-
paper. In the same tweet, he 

called for the Times to “turn 
in” the author to the gov-
ernment. This declaration is 
haunting in its implications 
of what would be done to 
the oficial once he or she 
was turned in. In fact, this 
very call for revelation may 
be behind the author’s de-
cision to request anonymity.  
This president has displayed 
time and time again, through 
his cycling of naming, firing 
and replacing administrators, 
that he will use his power to 
remove those who disagree 
with him, or get in his way, 
from their positions.

President Trump’s at-
tempts to discredit The 
New York Times, and the 
American press as an entity, 
through baseless accusa-
tions wounds the public trust 
in news, a tenet of our free 
society.

The ability to publish an 
anonymous source is a foun-
dational right for newspa-
pers. The anonymous source 
is an asset to the journalist 
journalists looking into con-
troversial issues, where the 
jobs or lives of individuals 

could be threatened if their 
identities were revealed. 
Without “Deep Throat,” the 
FBI source who spoke to the 
Washington Post, the Water-
gate break-in may have never 
been revealed. Newspapers 
are home to professional 
writers, who take into consid-
eration the use of the anon-
ymous source, the motives 
and when to release the story 
before arriving at the ultimate 
decision that is the goal of all 
news organizations: to inform 
the public.  

This is not the first time 
that presidents who clash 
with the press have had is-
sues with their internal ad-
ministration. During the fa-
mous Watergate scandal, 
President Richard Nixon 
banned certain members 
of the press from the White 
House, created a list of press 
“enemies” and attacked the 
license of a television station 
owned by the Washington 
Post. On top of his hatred for 
the press, Nixon’s state of 
mind was questioned by his 
own Secretary of Defense, 
James Schlesinger, as Nixon 

approached his resignation. 
Because of this, Schlesing-
er ordered the military to 
get confirmation from him 
or Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger before obeying any 
of Nixon’s orders. 

The First Amendment is 
an important one. It protects 
the freedom of speech and 
the freedom of the press that 
are foundational to our de-
mocracy. However, the First 
Amendment does not always 
protect anonymous sources. 
There have been instances 
where journalists have been 
jailed after their refusal to 
reveal sources in criminal 
cases, like the case of Judith 
Miller being jailed for failing to 
reveal her sources to a feder-
al court. Miller, during the trial 
of 2005, said “If journalists 
cannot be trusted to guaran-
tee confidentiality, then jour-
nalists cannot function and 
there cannot be a free press.”  
It was later deemed by The 
New York Times that several 
stories Miller had written were 
inaccurate. The big difference 
however, is that the anony-
mous source behind the op-

ed article has not committed 
a crime. Instead, they are fo-
cusing focus on revealing the 
inner workings of their own 
government to the people 
who deserve to know. 

As a student newspaper, 
we understand the impor-
tance of the First Amend-
ment, and always seek to uti-
lize and protect it in any way 
we can. The editorial board 
of The Times is aware of the 
identity of the author, and 
they have made the informed 
decision to keep the article 
anonymous. The Times While 
this decision to publicize the 
anonymous op-ed may be 
seen as a questionable one, 
but it is a decision that they 
reserve the right to make.  We 
need to continue to trust our 
news publications to effec-
tively and truthfully deliver 
information. 

Nate Poole
Contributor

Quincy Ratledge
Contributor

Cold fall days

Syllabus week

Beautiful 
campus

Syllabus week 
is over

Rotary’s done

Cold fall nights

Complacency 

Going to class

No time 
for hangovers

More time 
for fun
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Diversions

Flip this page for
puzzle answers

Across
1. Talk
5. Bushy fence
10. Revolve
14. Steals from
15. Regions
16. Sprinkler attachment
17. Not functioning
19. She, in Marseille
20. Instant lawn
21. Continues
22. Tier
23. Assumption
25. Grow weary
26. The I in TGIF
27. Burger order
29. Mineral spring
32. Type of drum
35. Controlled
37. Sharpen
38. Sound
39. Feat
40. Exemplified
42. Field covers
43. River blocker
44. On top of

45. Tractor-trailer
46. Teen’s woe
48. Quizzes again
52. Fixed prices
54. Test
56. Island garland
57. Boric ____
58. Making a loud noise
60. Oxford, e.g.
61. Din
62. Genesis locale
63. Await judgment
64. Radio receiver
65. Dog docs

Down
1. Crunchy
2. Respect
3. Dwelling
4. Chef’s measure (Abbr.)
5. Bother
6. Make disappear
7. Money owed
8. Guys’ dates
9. Wind direction (abbr.)
10. Clip

11. Synthetic fabric
12. Emerald ____
13. At no time, poetically
18. Upper class
22. Mortgage
24. Bogged down
25. Threesome
27. Cowboys’ contest
28. Within
30. Quick look
31. Says further
32. Cast off
33. Flaring star
34. Movie genre
35. Channel
36. Maxim
38. Novelist ____ Rice
41. Eternities
42. Owner’s proof
45. Library patron
47. Surrendered
48. Wash lightly
49. Playground fixture
50. Doctrine
51. Autographs
52. Scrape roughly

53. Soreness
54. Biblical “you”
55. Destroy
58. Explosive inits.
59. Race an engine

Crossword

onlinecrosswords.net. Answer key located on A5

Word Search: Astronomy

Word Scramble: Summer 

puzzles.ca. Answer key located on A5

Sudoku

puzzles.ca. Answer key located on A5

bigactivities.com

Each row, column and 3x3 square must have numbers 1 - 9 in any order, but each 
digit can only appear once. There is only one correct answer.

Difficulty level: Easy

ASTRONOMY
AXIS
CELESTIAL
CHAOS
COMET
COSMOS
DEBRIS
EMISSION
ENERGY
EXPLORATION
EXTRATERRESTRIAL 
spacer FIREBALL
FLARES
FUSION
GALACTIC
GALAXY
GRAVITATIONAL
HYDROGEN
INTERSTELLAR
LIGHT
LUMINOSITY
LUNAR
MAGNETIC

MATTER
METEORITE
NEWTON
NOVA
OZONE
PARALLAX
PHOTOSPHERE
PLANET
PLASMA
PROTON  
RADIATION
REVOLVE
RING
ROCKET
ROTATE
SOLSTICE
SPACE
SUNSPOTS
SYZYGY

1. pncici  

      
2. setn

3. wrog       

4. pitlu

5. busg 

6. ehcba 

      
7. armw

8. nidwy

9. eaelsv

UMaine Memes from Drunken Teens

Student Problems on Facebook

beach, bugs, grow, leaves, nest, 
picnic, tulip, warm, windy 
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Sawbones: an education on mis-
guided medicine

Troye Sivan’s “Bloom” is the album 
we’ve all been waiting for

PODCAST

mainenightout.com

Troye Sivan isn’t just You-
Tuber turned musician. He’s 
also an activist, a former ac-
tor, and a powerful lyricist and 
singer. His first album, “Blue 
Neighborhood,” was released 
in December  2015 and re-
ceived critical acclaim from 
Rolling Stone magazine, Bill-
board and the Boston Globe. 
With his boyish charm, out-
going personality and appeal 
to a massive audience, Sivan 
may well become a household 
name. His sophomore album, 
“Bloom,” isn’t going to hurt his 
chances.  

The album opens with 
“Seventeen,” one of two 
songs that tenderly reflect on 
his past relationships. He re-
counts being 17 and meeting 
up with older men from dating 
apps through intense imagery 
and description of experienc-
es he had, including when he 
sings, “And he said age is just 
a number, just like any other / 
We can do whatever, do what-
ever you want / Boy becomes 
a man now / Can’t tell a man to 
slow down / He’ll just do what-
ever, do whatever he wants.” 

This type of reflection on 
his past also appears in “The 
Good Side,” a track that was 
released as the second single 
on the album. In “The Good 
Side,” he reflects on the pos-
itive aspects of a previous 
breakup and what it taught 
him. The most powerful lyrics 
in this track fall into the vers-
es, including when he sings, 
“I’ll say I’m proud of all that 
you’ve done / You taught me 
the ropes, and you taught me 
to love.” Reflective tracks like 
these are powerful to listen 
to as a member of the audi-
ence because they push the 
listener to reflect on their own 
experiences. This is one of the 
album’s consistent strengths.

Another theme in this al-
bum is sexuality. Sivan openly 
expresses his sexuality and 
discusses his sex life, both in 
detailed metaphor and explic-
it terms. This is a major con-
trast to “Blue Neighborhood,” 
which had a more innocent, 

bubblegum pop style. This 
newfound confidence and 
make “Bloom” what it is: an 
ode to sex and self expres-
sion. With clever lines such 
as, “Come on baby play me 
like a love song / every time it 
comes on / I get that sweet de-
sire” and “I don’t wanna sleep 
tonight / Just wanna take that 
ride,” there is a certain air of 
unapologetic freedom that 
can sometimes be hard to find 
in the modern popular music 
scene. 

Lyrically, the album has 
greater depth than his previ-
ous work. Each song relates 
to a specific experience or 
relationship, coupled with 
powerful imagery. “Bloom” is 
unique in its portrayal of life as 
a young gay man; he’s ready 
to talk about sexuality, his 
identity, his experiences and 
his relationships.

As for the sound of 
“Bloom,” there is a phenom-
enal balance of upbeat and 
slow songs. Sivan channels 
the synth-pop style that was 
so popular in the 1980s while 
maintaining a modern edge to 
his sound. Club-ready tracks 
“My My My!” and “Dance To 
This” are punchy, danceable 
tunes, while “Lucky Strike” 
and “Plum” mimic something 
out of a teen movie; aesthet-
ically pleasing and full of up-
beat, bouncy tones and pow-
erful vocals. 

On the slower side of 
things, “Seventeen,” “What 
A Heavenly Way To Die” and 
“The Good Side” rely on elec-
tronic accompaniment to Siv-
an’s sugary vocals, while “Ani-
mal” largely uses bass.

“Postcard” recalls a more 
classic approach to songs 
with a slower tempo, using 
piano accompaniment and an 
acoustic tone not heard in the 
rest of “Bloom.” 

“Bloom” truly showcases 
how much maturing Sivan has 
done in the past three years 
since “Blue Neighborhood” 
was released. He’s not afraid 
to be who he really is, which is 
refreshing to see from a young 
gay man in modern pop cul-
ture. Whether the world is 
ready or not, here he comes. 

Taking the world by 
storm, “To All the Boys I’ve 
Loved Before” is a Net-
flix original film that has 
turned into not only one of 
the most popular movies 
on the streaming service, 
but also a not-so-secret 
guilty pleasure of college 
students across America. 

The film stars Noah 
Centineo, Lana Condor, Is-
rael Broussard, Janel Par-
rish, King Bach and many 
other well known young 
adult actors. This roman-
tic comedy packs a punch 
with interesting charac-
ters, a complex plot and 
surprising twists that view-
ers will never see coming.

The main character 
Lara Jean, played by Lana 
Condor, is a high school 
student who struggles 
to navigate the life of a 
16-year-old girl. While she 
tries to create new mem-
ories and start her junior 
year off on the right foot, 
her past comes back to 
haunt her when younger 
sister Kitty (Anna Cathcart) 
finds a box of letters hid-
den in Lara’s closet. With-
in this box are personal 
letters addressed to every 
crush Lara Jean has had 
since childhood. When Kit-
ty makes the decision to 
send these letters out to 
each boy, Lara is forced to 
confront the past and re-
live some boy-crazy, and 
often embarrassing mo-
ments from her past.

What makes this seem-
ingly simple high school 
flick so appealing to men 
and women in college and 
of every age? Not only can 
you sit down and watch 
the movie and have all of 
your questions answered 
by the end of the film, you 
are able to follow Lara 
Jean through 1 hour and 
39 minutes of emotion-
al outbursts, sweet sister 
moments and happy and 
energetic scenes. It also 
includes many other re-

latable aspects that make 
it an easy and carefree 
watch.

Lara deals with many 
of the same issues, fears, 
worries and struggles that 
high school students to-
day have to overcome. The 
film discusses issues such 
as body image, the female 
perspective, self-con-
sciousness and many oth-
er relevant topics that are 
present in today’s media 
and culture. The seeming-
ly light-hearted film intro-
duces a lot of issues that 
teens face, and puts it in 
an easy-to-understand 
perspective.

The film has already 
accumulated millions of 
views, and fans of the 
franchise have signed pe-
titions and sent in letters 
to encourage the produc-
ers to make a sequel that 
would also appear on Net-
flix. The movie, originally 
released Aug. 17 was di-
rected by Susan Johnson, 
and is based on a book by 
Jenny Han that was adapt-
ed for the screen by Sofia 
Alvarez. 

The next time you are 
scrolling through the “Most 
Popular” section on Netflix 
and come across “To All 
the Boys I’ve Loved Be-
fore,” press play.

I have never thought of 
myself as medically mind-
ed. Not only is my liberal 
arts degree possibly the 
furthest thing from a bach-
elor’s in medicine, but I held 
an eight year streak be-
tween doctor appointments 
for a period of my life. I 
have never binge watched 
“Grey’s Anatomy,” and I 
don’t think I ever touched 
a plastic stethoscope as a 
child. My apparent aversion 
to all things medicinal left 
me shocked when I found 
myself listening to episode 
after episode of the podcast 
“Sawbones” this summer.

Their tagline, “A mari-
tal tour of misguided med-
icine,” prepares you for 
exactly what they deliver: 
a consumable history of 
the dumb methods people 
tried before modern med-
icine.  Co-hosted by pod-
cast mogul Justin McElroy 
and his wife Dr. Sydnee 
McElroy, “Sawbones” aims 
to educate listeners on the 
history of medicine through 
comedic commentary and 
witty banter. Each episode 
broaches a different topic 
and explores the erroneous 
fixes doctors have attempt-
ed throughout history. 

Whether they are dis-
cussing influenza or aro-
matherapy, the McElroys 
begin every episode with 
a long-winded bit to intro-
duce their topic with come-
dic interjections from Justin 
during Sydnee’s lessons. 
Their light hearted approach 
keeps even the more som-
ber episodes enjoyable. 

What makes this show 
more powerful than your 
average educational pod-
cast are the moments when 
the hosts’ personal experi-
ences come to light. While 
they approach every topic 
with respect and have no 
intention of offending any-
one, they are not afraid to 
discuss contemporary so-
cial controversies, such as 
vaccinating children. 

Over the past five years, 
listeners have had the plea-
sure of getting to know the 
McElroys on a more intimate 
level. In 2014, the addition 
of a third host, their child, 
Charlie, inspired an hour 
long episode sharing their 
birth story and the emotions 
felt during the turbulent ex-
perience. 

After many weeks of 
baby themed topics, they 
spun the arrival of their 
daughter and the compli-
cations they encountered 
into an opportunity to de-
liver first hand education on 
what it’s like to end up in 
the neonatal intensive-care 
unit.  Four years later, they 
were able to share a new 
perspective with the birth of 
their second child.

The McElroys have also 
opened up about topics 
such as mental health. In 
June of this year, after no-
ticing a spike in high profile 
suicides they decided to 
share their own stories in an 
episode entitled “Our Men-
tal Health Stories.” 

“One concern is that the 
stigmatization of mental ill-
ness prevents people from 
seeking care,” Sydnee said 
during the episode’s intro-
duction. “The hope is that if 
we are all a little more open 
and share our stories, that 
we will realize eventually a 
lot of us have struggled with 
mental illness before. Then 
maybe it won’t be some-
thing you feel you need to 
hide.”

Their ability to make lis-
teners laugh while being 
raw about their experienc-
es and educating me on 
absurd medical history is 
what has kept my attention 
for almost 250 episodes. 
You can find their podcast 
on your favorite streaming 
platform or on their web-
site (www.maximumfun.org/
shows/sawbones). As Jus-
tin always says, “Don’t drill 
a hole in your head!” 

Niamh Toomey 
Contributor

Bria Lamonica
Contributor

Olivia Shipsey
Culture Editor

IMDB Directlyrics
Maximum Fun

Popular Netflix film captures the 
hearts of college students in new 

teen flick 
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10 Things to do in the Orono area this fall

Antyna Gould, Staff.Students on the mall

Go to a football game. 
Support your University of 
Maine Black Bears as they 
begin the 2018 season. 
After their win against the 
University of New Hamp-
shire, the Black Bears 
have only three more home 
games. Make sure to check 
their schedule and cheer 
from the stands.

Pick apples at a lo-
cal farm. There are an 
abundance of great local 
spots to pick fresh apples 
straight off the tree. One 
local favorite, Treworgy 
Family Orchards in Levant, 
is now open for the fall and 
has a great variety of ap-
ples ranging from tart Cor-

tlands to sweet Macintosh. 
While you’re there, make 
sure to pick up a bottle of 
fresh-pressed apple cider, 
grab some delicious ice 
cream and pet the adorable 
baby goats!

Visit the Orono Farm-
ers Market. On Tuesdays 
from 2-5:30 p.m. and Sat-
urdays from 8 a.m. to noon, 
visit the Orono Farmers 
Market in the Steam Plant 
Lot at UMaine. The market 
is the most convenient way 
to get locally grown pro-
duce, support your local 
farmers and eat fresh! 

Carve pumpkins. One 
of the best things to do in 
the fall is to carve pumpkins 
with your friends. Whether 
you are the classic vampire 
or black cat type, or the 

artistic, over-the-top type, 
carving pumpkins and put-
ting them out on your front 
porch for Halloween is a 
must. 

Finish a corn maze. 
When you finish picking 
apples for some warm ap-
ple crisp or finding the per-
fect carving pumpkin, get 
lost with some friends in a 
corn maze. Be sure to get 
an aesthetic fall photo for 
the ‘gram and if you finish 
you might even win a free 
ice cream!

Have a horror movie 
marathon. What’s bet-
ter than a night out in the 
fall? A night in with some 
scary movies and good 
friends. Grab your pop-
corn, make yourself a hot 
chocolate and put on Stan-

ley Kubrick’s “The Shin-
ing.” Not into Stephen King 
movies? Try James Wan’s 
“The Conjuring,” or if you 
are looking for something a 
little less scary and a little 
more creepy try Henry Se-
lick’s “Coraline”. Not sure 
about any of these op-
tions? There are plenty of 
binge-worthy horror mov-
ies streaming on Netflix 
and Vudu.

Visit the drive-in the-
ater. Live like it’s the 1960s 
and catch a movie at the 
Bangor Drive-In in Hermon. 
Bring plenty of blankets 
and cuddle up in the bed of 
a truck, or lie out under the 
stars with a bucket of pop-
corn every Friday and Sat-
urday night before it closes 
for the season.

Go to the Kenduskeag 
Haunted House. Each 
year brave souls visit the 
terrifying haunted house in 
Kenduskeag, Maine. The 
interactive experience has 
previously featured Michael 
Myers and Pennywise the 
Clown and petrified haunt-
ed house goers for over 33 
years. Previously, their ad-
mission price has been $5, 
but be sure to check their 
social media pages for up-
to-date information.

Go to the Common 
Ground Country Fair. Ex-
perience the great food, 
adorable animals, agricul-
tural education and the 
welcoming community this 
fall at the Common Ground 
Country Fair in Unity. The 
fair is open Sep. 21-23; 

tickets are $10 in advance 
and $15 at the gate for 
adults.

Participate in the Ban-
gor Ghost Walk. Stroll 
through Downtown Bangor 
and relive the past through 
the spirits that still linger in 
the city streets. The Ban-
gor Historical Society’s 
Ghostly Bangor Walking 
Tour departs from Bangor 
Historical Society’s Thom-
as A. Hill House at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $10.

Maddy Jackson
Contributor

get together and show 
off what they’ve been work-
ing on. It doesn’t matter if 
you have never performed, 
or have for thousands of 
people.”

The Marsh Island Com-
mon Ground will return ev-
ery Friday night from 7-9 
p.m. throughout the se-
mester in the 

Common from A1

Annabelle Osborne, 
Contributor.

Students watch the all-female a cappella group, Renaissance perform at Marsh Island Common 
Ground on Friday, September 7.
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“Blue Tramas” shows students the 
power of art as activism

Photo courtesy of elin o’Hara slavickGrandchildren of Hiroshima, cyanotypes of 2nd and 3rd generation A-bomb survivors, 90”x88”, 2015

Since its genesis, art has 
been created for more than 
aesthetic enjoyment. It often 
acts as a platform for an artist 
to process historical events 
and societal beliefs, as well 
as educate it’s audience. This 
is the motivation behind “Blue 
Traumas,” one of the two exhi-
bitions currently featured at the 
Lord Hall Gallery. In her work, 
elin o’Hara slavick uses cyano-
types to provoke viewers into 
contemplating the power of 
nuclear warfare. 

“My work represents my in-
terest in humanity, my socialist 
and pacifist ideology, my role 
as an art professor, my political 
activism and dedication to im-
age making and critical repre-
sentation,” slavick said.

Now the professor of visual 
art, theory and practice at the 
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, slavick was first ex-
posed to the topic which would 
inspire her work as a child in 
Portland, Maine. Every year, 
on Aug. 6 her self-proclaimed 
activist family would gather in 
Portland’s Monument Square 
to commemorate the bombing 
of Hiroshima. In high school, 
her viewing of the 1959 film 
“Hiroshima Mon Amour” and 
a book from her mother would 
jump start her exploration of 
Hiroshima through art. 

“My mother brought back 
from Japan an unforgettable 
book, ‘Hiroshima Collection’ by 
Hiromi Tsuchida, a collection of 
black and white photographs 
of bombed artifacts from the 
Hiroshima Peace Memorial 
Museum archive. The same ar-
chive I would work with years 
later,” slavick said. 

In 2008, slavick spentthree 
months in Hiroshima making 
rubbings of bombed surfaces. 

Oliva Shipsey
Culture Editor

While she was there, the recur-
ring themes

 of indigo blues and shad-
ows in the photographs and 
films at the Hiroshima Peace 
Memorial Museum helped her

 find the proper medium for 
her work. 

“It was like a light bulb went 
off in my head. I must make cy-
anotypes,” slavick said. “The 
act of re-exposing (to the sun) 
already exposed (to radiation) 
objects, as an American citizen 
over 50 years after the drop-
ping of the atomic bombs on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, feels 
critical, significant and the cor-
rect approach to the difficult 
subject.”

Laurie Hicks, the gallery’s 

curator and a professor of art 
education and museum stud-
ies, approved of the approach

es used by the featured art-
ists to instigate a conversation.

 While both artists engage

 political topics, they have 
very different ways of discuss-
ing them. Slavick’s pieces are 
two dimensional and com-
prised of blue hues, but Andy 
Mauery’s “desolve” is a collec-
tion of many three dimensional 
pieces that are primarily brown 
and orange. This juxtaposition 
allows an even greater vari-
ance in the audience’s inter-
pretation of the works.  

“I like that students will be 
able to see that activism in 
these pieces. Art is a social 

construct, and activism is an 
important part of that. It is in 
your face. These artists don’t 
hide it, in fact it is at the front of 
their work,” said Hicks.

“History informs all my work

 and as poet and visual 
artist, I am always struggling 
to make complicated things—
events, war, loss, suffering and 
pleasure, survival and beau-
ty—visua in new and poetic 
ways,” slavick said. “Beauty 
is subversive—seducing the 
viewer into the work and then 
surprising them with the pro-
found content (A-bombed ar-
tifacts from Hiroshima). I am 
not convinced that one must 
balance these things—histo-
ry, violence, pain with poetry, 

beauty and pleasure. Some-
times the imbalance is more 
powerful.”

This imbalance can be 
found in the pieces currently 
lining the walls of Lord Hall

 Gallery. In a piece titled 
“Children of Hiroshima” a 
feminine figure is displayed, 
arms outstretched, reaching 
for child-like figures on either 
side. Upon closer inspection, 
other impressions, such as 
Japanese text become visible. 
This piece leaves the viewer to 
question the layers of loss re-
flected in the piece. 

“I hope my work helps 
people think about nuclear 
war and nuclear power in a 
new way, perhaps critically, 

sparking empathy and a desire 
to work towards justice and 
peace,” slavick said.

Both “Blue Traumas” and 
“desolve” will be on display at 
the Lord Hall Gallery through

 Friday, Sept. 21, culminat-
ing in an artist reception and 
gallery talk from 5-7 p.m. The 
exhibition is free and open to 
the public. Lord Hall Gallery 
is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, and 
the building is wheelchair ac-
cessible.

File PhotoArt gallery in Lorde Hall
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“Blue Tramas” shows 
students the power of art 

“Blue Traumas”
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Student organization fair kicks off school year 

Antyna Gould, Staff.The annual Organization Fair shows off the University’s clubs and organizations for students to join.

At the heart of the Uni-
versity of Maine’s campus, 
second-year student Kath-
erine Reardon sat on the 
lawn and took in the scen-
ery. Before her sat hun-
dreds of UMaine students 
bustling about, full of ener-
gy and school spirit. Each 
one ready to recruit new 
members for their clubs. 
Reardon has done this 
once before as a first-year 
student, but this year’s fair 
had a different feeling. 

On Wednesday, Sept. 
5, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
hundreds of students gath-
ered on the mall with ban-
ners, fliers, photos and 
smiles. Each club and or-
ganization was assigned a 
table and area of the mall. 
Groups arrived before the 
event to set up and get 
ready to take part in UMa-
ine’s annual Student Orga-

nization Fair. The purpose 
of the fair is to introduce 
new and returning students 
to the wide variety of activ-
ities and opportunities that 
are available at UMaine, 
and get people involved 
and active in the school 
community. Many incoming 
freshman use the fair as a 
way to meet new people, 
learn more about the clubs 
that interest them, and ask 
questions about leadership 
opportunities. 

“Looking through the 
lens of someone who is 
visiting UMaine’s campus 
for the first time, or as an 
incoming freshman, it is 
easy to see that you might 
be overwhelmed by the 
huge number of clubs and 
activities the school has to 
offer,” third-year transfer 
student Mary Ellen O’Leary 
said. “We participate in this 
event as club members 
and leaders in order to help 
take some of the stress off 

of new students coming to 
campus and to bring the 
opportunities to them.”

Clubs and organiza-
tions such as the Dance 
Club, Engineering Club, 
the UMaine Crew Team 
and others had displays 
along the entire length of 
the mall. Students sat in 
chairs and around tables 
to answer questions, give 
advice and hand out infor-
mation and meeting dates. 
These groups shared a 
similar goal: bringing a 
positive and exciting new 
energy to the campus. Vol-
unteers from each group 
took turns manning their 
tables and welcoming each 
of the students who made 
their way onto the mall to 
check out the fair.  

“The warm and welcom-
ing atmosphere made stu-
dents eager and excited to 
walk around and see what 
each table was all about,” 
Reardon said. “Every year, 

coming to the fair is such 
a rewarding and great ex-
perience.” 

Sororities and frater-
nities were also tabling 
during the fair, as well as 
intramural and club sports 
teams. Theta Chi, Tau Kap-
pa Epsilon, Chi Omega, 
and Alpha Gamma Ro were 
among the many Greek life 
organizations who attend-
ed the event.

“It’s a great way to get 
everyone together, meet 
new people and spend 
time with friends. It also 
introduces freshman and 
underclassmen to all that 
UMaine has to offer,” sec-
ond-year student Hannah 
Dubuc said. “As someone 
who is a part of multiple 
clubs and groups on cam-
pus, I was proud to see so 
many people coming out 
to represent their organi-
zation and to show newer 
students what their club is 
all about.” 

The fair introduces stu-
dents to the organizations 
and clubs on our campus. 
Gathering on the mall unit-
ed each unique group for a 
day of frisbee tossing, lawn 
games, sun rays, and cute 
dogs.

“It is quite a spectacle 
to see everyone out on 
the mall setting up dozens 
of tables. The day is filled 
with high energy and smil-
ing faces. A lot of people 
are eager to answer stu-
dent questions and get 
new members interested in 
their club,” Dubuc said. “It 
was a little overwhelming 
as a freshman to navigate 
through the maze of tables 
and figure out which clubs 
were right for me, but com-
ing back as a sophomore 
made the experience much 
more comfortable and re-
warding.” 

For more information on 
UMaine’s clubs and organi-
zations, please visit http://

Bria Lamonica
Contributor

www.uma ine .edu/case/
student-organizations or 
check out fliers and bulletin 
boards located all around 
campus.

The Friendly Irish
Cork City is an interest-

ing place to be, that’s for 
sure. I didn’t expect any-
thing less when I was plan-
ning my semester abroad 
in Ireland at the Universi-
ty College Cork. I’d heard 
about the stereotypes of 
the Irish, who seem to be 
widely known for their af-
fection for drink, as well as 
their quick tempers and re-
bellious attitudes.

While those stereotypes 
may fit some, I found that 
they do not apply to the 
people of Cork. Upon ar-
riving in Dublin, I was im-
mediately met with friend-
liness and sincerity. Trying 

to figure out the bus sys-
tems from Dublin to Cork 
was confusing, but some 
older Irish gentlemen saw 
my confused expression 
and offered advice. It was 
no different when I got to 
Cork, where I faced using 
the public transportation 
system again. I didn’t know 
which bus number was the 
one I needed or where my 
university housing was lo-
cated, but an older Irish 
woman stepped forward 
and offered a helping hand. 
I can’t even begin to coun-
how many times I have had 
an older Irish woman strike 
up a friendly conversation 
with me, offer me direc-
tions or even a seat on the 
bus. 

The first time I rode the 
bus alone on my way back 
to my university accommo-
dation, I accidentally got 
off at the wrong stop. 

It was a street that I had 
never seen before in an un-
usual part of the city. After 
noticing my nervous ex-
pression, an older woman 
asked me

where I was headed and 

proceeded to talk to me 
while we waited for another 
bus, which was 20 minutes 
out.

Once the bus arrived, 

the friendly stranger got 
on and told the bus driver 
that I was a new student 
who needed to get home. 
Not only did he not charge 
me to use the bus, but he 
took me to the stop right 

outside of my accommo-
dation, which was not on 
his route.

These little moments 
have added up to an in-
credible experience so far. 
I’ve only been in Cork for a 
little under two weeks and 
I already feel very comfort-
able here. Conversations 
with strangers are very 
common and nobody has 
given me a hard time for 
being an outsider. I’ve nev-
er felt more welcome in a 
city environment than I do 
here, including my experi-
ences in the United States. 
I have started introducing 
myself to others and help-
ing strangers out when I 
can, whether it’s giving up 
a seat on the bus or help-

ing others with directions. 
There is a nice feeling of 
community here and I’m so 
grateful to be a part of it. 

I’m looking forward to 
my classes that begin next 
week. I have met and be-
friended a lot of interna-
tional students here during 
orientation week, and I’m 
looking forward to meeting 
some of the Irish students. 

Taylor Houdlette 
Contributor 

“I have started introducing myself 
to others and helping strangers out 
when I can, whether it’s giving up a 

seat on the bus or helping 
others with directions.”
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