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R ep ort o f C hief en gin eer.

To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  C i t y  C o u n c i l :

G e n t l e m e n  :— In accordance with the provisions of 
the city ordinances I have the honor to submit my fourth 
annual report as chief of the Fire Department for the year 
ending- Jan. 31st, 1904. The report embraces the organ
ization of the department, a list of all fires and alarms that 
have occurred during the year, the condition of all appa
ratus, buildings and horses belonging to the department, 
the location of fire alarm boxes and hydrants and other mat
ter pertaining to the department.

Foreman— Charles H. Bonser. 
Assistant Foreman— Henry B. Hayes. 
Clerk— Granville F. Smith.
Engineer— Robert H. Bryant.
Fireman— Everett Goodwin.
Driver— James Farley.

O R G A N IZA TIO N
Chief Engineer— Benjamin Goodier. 
1st Assistant— David L. Mulcahy. 
2nd Assistant— John Mundy.

RIC H ARD  VIN ES CO., NO. 1.

PIPE AND HOSEMEN.

George Bryant, 
Thomas Lumb,

William L. Smith,
Israel Velandre, 

Wilbur Emmons, 
Michael Connelly,

John Berry,
John F. Hanson,

Charles Johnson.
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EBEN SIMPSON CO., NO. 2.
Foreman— Thomas Rennicks.
Assistant Foreman— Almon Hill.
Clerk—John M. Whelan.
Engineer— Erwin S. Gowen..
Fireman— Frank M. Shapleigh.

DRIVERS.

Clarence Hooper, ' Albert Lavigne.
PIPE AND I-IOSEMEN.

James McConnell,
William Fanning,
John Keightley,
John Farley,

Frank D. Heiser.

Warren Fuller, 
Jere Sullivan 

Arthur L. Sellars 
Alphonse Ploule,

W ELCOM E HOOK AN D LADDER CO., NO. 1.
Foreman— Sumner R. Fowler. 
Assistant Foreman— Gideon Hotte. 
Clerk— Herbert E. Brooks."
Driver— George H. Hooper.

AXE AND LADDERMEN

James E. Gowen, 
George P. Nickerson, 
William A. Bretton, 
Fred Hotte,

George E. Townsend, 
Joseph T. Cote, 
Joseph Faucher, 
Harry L. Tarr,

Edward G. Rice.

TIGER CO., NO. 1, BIDDEFORD POOL.
Foreman— E. W. Goldthwaite.
1st Assistant— Clarence Goldthwait.
2nd Assistant— Kelton Fowle.
Clerk— John Wildes.
Treasurer— Albert Goldthwaite.

HOSEMEN.

K. E. Fowle, John Wildes,
I-Iarry Legallee.
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S. HOSEMEN.

D. Clinton Eavrs, Herbert L. Curtis,
Edward Cole.

ii AXE MEN.

Wright Goldthwaite, ' Thomas McKenney,
Herman P. Goldthwaite.

POLE MEN.

Ralph Goldthwaite, Freeman Dyer,
Freeland Benson.

• LADDER MEN.

John Amber, Jr., I. S. Milgate,
Wallace Rich, Basil V  err ill,
Gilbert Goldthwaite, George Orcutt,
Abram Davis, Charles O. Verrili

BRAKEMEN.

Charles Hill, Roscoe Emmons,
James Goldthwaite, Frank L. Goldthwaite,
Horace Evans, Thomas B. Webber,
George Drown, 0 . B. Edwards,
F. W . Hussey, Charlie Verrili,
Freemont K. Tarbox, Truman P. Goldthwaite,
Atwood Bruell, Henry 0 . Ainslie,
Waldo S. Verrili, William S. Mitchell,
Charles Goldthwaite, Edward Qttinney,
George Goldthwaite, Louis C. Totrnan,
Walter Legallee, Edward A. Leavitt,
Fred Goldthwaite, Jacob S. Verrili,
Allan Plussey, . William W. Rich,
Walter Church, Joseph Edwards,
Guy M. Cole, Charles W . Willard
James S. Fletcher, Henry Woodbury.

HORSES.

There are six horses in the Department and they are 
in fair condition.
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APPARATUS.

There are two steam fire engines, two hose wagons, 
two hose pungs, three hose reels, one hook and ladder truck 
in the department, also one hand tub stationed at the Pool. 
The hose reels, two of them, are not in use. The rest of the 
apparatus is in fair condition except the ladder truck, which 
is in a very dangerous condition.

CARTS AND SLEDS.

There are two dump carts, one pair of sleds and two 
pairs of work harnesses, which are used in gathering the 
city waste.

HOSE.

There are about 6,000 feet of hose in the department, 
1,000 feet having been purchased the past year, and I would 
recommend the purchase of another 1,000 feet this year.

ADDITIONS THIS YEAR.

There has been one new fire alarm box installed and the 
location of two others changed; No. 37 changed to the Five 
Points; No. 38 changed to the junction o f Alfred and 
Everett streets; and No. 39, the new box, put in the place 
vacated by No. 38. There have been two new hydrants in
stalled ; one at about the center of Bradbury street, and one 
on Walnut street at the corner of Adams court; and I 
would recommend that two or three hydrants be installed 
each year as there are many localities in the city that are 
entirely without fire protection in the line of hydrants. 
Such as Graham street, State street, Prospect street, West
ern avenue and many other streets that could be named.*

IMPROVEMENTS AND REPAIRS.

This year at my earnest recommendation, the fire com
mittee purchased the old building in the rear of the PIoolc 
and Ladder house, which the fire department rented, from 
Mr. James E. Gowen, and after removing the old building 
they erected a new one in the same place, making a very 
good stable for the horses, and placing them on each side 
of the apparatus, thereby improving the efficiency of the
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truck very much; and in the place where the old stalls were 
they have arranged a very good company room and a sleep
ing room for the driver, where before there was neither room 
for the driver or the company. This was done at a cost of 
about $700.00, On the 2nd day of November the stable 
belonging to Roscoe Jellerson was burned and this building 
being very close to the department houses, they , were dam
aged to the extent of about $415.00, and with this money 
they were both newly shingled, the chimneys repaired and 
one side of the Richard Vines house clapboarded and other 
necessary repairs made on the inside.

%

BUILDINGS.

I again wish to call the attention of the honorable 
mayor and city council to the conditions that confront the 
chief in regard to fire escapes. There are a large number of 
buildings in the city that are three stories and over, which 
are entirely without fire escapes, both dwelling houses, 
schoolhouses, public halls and office buildings, and we should 
take warning by the calamity that has overtaken the city of 
Chicago. I am glad to note that the St. Johns society have 
taken steps to have suitable fire escapes placed on their 
building. The other owners should do likewise or be com
pelled to do so.

FIRES AND ALARMS.

There have been 40 fires and alarms this year; 36 bell 
alarms, 3 still alarms and one at the Pool. This is with one 
exception the largest number of alarms that we have had in 
a year, and I think that the department is entitled to a great 
deal of credit for their promptness and efficiency, as the 
following table will show. The value of buildings damaged 
by fire was $66,000; the damage to the buildings was 
$4,288; the isurance on buildings was $52,250; the insur
ance paid, $2,588; the value of contents of buildings dam
aged was $37,100; the damage to contents was $2,605; the 
insurance.on contents was $29,650; the insurance paid was . 
$1,283; making a total loss on buildings and contents of 
$6,893 against a total value on buildings and contents of
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$103,100. This does not include the chimney fires, but only 
the buildings actually damaged by fire.

The following is a true list of all fires and alarms:
Feb. 2, 1903, 3. 20 p. m., box 57— 25 Main street, 

building owned by E. C. Luques; cause unknown.
Feb. 6, 6.15 p. m., box 57— No. 4 mill on the Pepperell 

owned by the Pepperell Mfg. C o.; cause, hot bearing.
Feb. 13, 3.40 a. m.— Pumping station of the Biddeford 

& Saco Water Co.; cause unknown.
Feb. 19, 10.45 p. m., box 45— No. 7 Fall street, build

ing owned by George A. Johnson; cause, hot ashes.
Feb. 25, 4 p. m., box 27— Eastern division R. R. sta

tion, fire on roof; cause, sparks from chimney.
March 2, 9 p. m.— Still alarm, caused by chimney on 

fire in the residence of Hon. E. W. Staples.
March 4, 5. p. m.— Still alarm, caused by a chimney on 

fire next to the bake shop on Main street.
March 20, 5.05 p. m., box 26— Caused by a chimney 

fire on Vetromile street, No. 20.
March 20, 9.30 p. m., box 57— Caused by a chimney on 

fire on Laconia street.
April 3, 5.35 p. m., box 26, No. 271 Main street, build

ing owned by the Dr. Sawyer heirs; cause gasoline stove 
on fire.

April 5, 6.30 p. m., box 58— In rear of Hill street, 
building owned by Fred Cyr; cause gasoline engine.

April 6, 8.30 a. m., box 57— No. 6 Laconia block, 
owned by the Pepperell Mfg. Co.; cause, children and 
matches.

April 12, 6.30 p. m., box 54— The convent on Adams 
street, owned by the St. Joseph Church society; cause, oil 
stove upset.

April 17, 12 m., box 35— No. 13 Green street, ash bar
rel on fire.

May 3, 3 a. m., box 56— Call for help from Kennebunk, 
steamer Eben Simpson sent in response.

May 11— Chimney on fire in the building owned by 
James Stanton on Graham street.
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May 12, 3.45 p. m., box 56— Call for help from Saco, 
caused by a fire in the trotting park. Steamer Eben Simp
son and hose 2 sent in response.

May 15, 9 a. m., box 57— No; 18 Foss street, building 
owned by Rishworth Jordan; cause rats and matches.

May 26, 11.15 a. m.— No. 39 Washington street, chim
ney on fire.

June 4, 6.35 p. m., box 56— Fire in building owned by 
Charles Day, in rear of broom factory on Franklin street; 
cause incendiary.

June 9, 8.45 p. m.,box 34— 145 Elm street, building 
owned by James E. Carter.

July 4, 2.15 p. m., box 58— Nos. 1, 3 and 5 Main street, 
owned by Basil Rochefort and Ida Rouiliard.

July 27, 7.50 a. m., box 27— Eastern division R. R. sta
tion, fire on ro o f; cause sparks from locomotive.

July 31, 5.40 a. m., box 56— Call for assistance from 
Old Orchard; the Sea View house burned. Call counter
manded before we started.

Aug. 18, 2.15 p. m., box 43— No. 2 Prospect street,
building owned by Rish worth Jordan estate.

Aug. 22, 11.10 a. m., box 23-—Deering Lumber Co.; 
accidental alarm. /

Sept. 15, 12 p. m., box 26— No. 10 Center street, 
building owned by M. C. Ayer; cause unknown.

Oct. 11, 7.50 p. m., box 54— No. 18 Peppered block, 
owned by the Peppered M fg. C o .; cause, lamp exploded.

Oct. 24, 6.40 p. m., box 46— No. 36 Foss street, owned 
by the Luques estate; cause chimney on fire.

Nov. 1, 5.05 p. m., box 27— Brush fire at Thachers 
creek.

Nov. 2, 12.35 p. m., box 56,---No. 19 Washington 
street, building owned by Roscoe Jellerson; cause unknown.

Nov. 9, 4.30 a. m., box 58—-No. 13 Main street, chim
ney on fire.

Nov. 15, 2.15 p. m., box 47— Brush fire in Clifford 
park.
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Nov. 26, 12.50 p. m., box 34— No. 33 State street, 
building' owned by Irving Cleaves; cause, overheated stove.

Dec. 7, 4.40 p. m., box 58— No. 13 Main street, chim
ney on fire.

Dec. 12, 3.50 p. in., box 54— No. 131- Main street, 
building owned by the Garland & Sweetsir estate.

Dec. 15, 5.15 p. m., box 45— Corner Hill and Granite 
streets, chimney on fire.

Dec. 18, 6.25 a. m., box 26— No. 18 Vetromile street, 
chimney on fire.

Jan. 9, 1904, 8. 45 p. m., box 26— No. 12 Vetromile 
street, building owned by Carlos H. McKenney; cause, 
kerosene and matches.

Jan. 7— Biddeford Pool building, owned by Justin E. 
Mullen; cause, overheated stove.

FIRE-ALARM  BOXES.
No. 12 No-school signal.

23 J. G. Deering & Son, Springs Island.
24 City farm.
25 Smith’s corner, in front of Mosher’s block.
26 Elm street, opposite entrance to National hall.
27 Main street, near corner of Western avenue.
28 Highland street, near Main street.
29 South street, opposite residence of H. G. Holmes.
34 Kings corner, junction South and Elm streets.
35 At corner of South, Green and Crescent streets.
36 Elm street, opposite residence of William B. Sul

livan.
37 Five Points.
38 Alfred street, at junction of Everett street.
39 Union street, near head of Graham street.
43 Alfred street, corner of Birch street.
45 Summer street, corner of Mt. Vernon street.
46 Pool street, near Methodist church.
47 Pool street, corner Pike street.
48 Pool street, opposite residence of H. P. Atkinson.
49 Bacon street, corner Pierson’s lane.
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54 Main street, corner Lincoln street.
56 Engine house, Washington street.
57 Main street, corner Alfred street.
58 Main street, opposite Hill street.

LOCATION  OF H YD RAN TS.
. 1 City farm yard.

2 Corner Main and Highland streets.
3 Main street, near Eastern railroad station.
4  Main street, corner of Western avenue.
5 Main street, corner of Bradbury street.
6 Elm street, corner of Main street.
7 Jefferson street, corner of Main street.
8 Adams street, near corner of Main street.

. 9 Lincoln street, corner of Main street.
10 Main street, corner of Washington street.
11 Main street, corner of Franklin street.
12 Corner o f Alfred and Main streets.
13 Main street, corner of Emery street.
14 Main street, corner of Hill street.
15 Sullivan street, corner of Water street.
16 Water street, foot of Pike street.
17 Pike street, foot o f Cross street.
18 Pool street, foot o f Oak street.
19 Pool street, near corner of Pike street.
20 Pool street, near residence o f P. A. Freeman.
21 Pool street, near front of residence o f PI. P. At

kinson.
22 Sullivan street, near corner of Bacon street.
23 Hill street, between Main and Bacon streets.
24 Emery street, corner of Bacon street.
25 Hill street, corner of Pool street.
26 Hill street, corner of Acorn street.
27 Hill street, near corner o f Fall street.
28 Hill street, near the George W . Ward house.
29 Pool street, near corner Foss street.
30 Foss street, corner of Mt. Vernon street.
31 Foss street, corner of Fall street.
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32 Alfred street, near head of Franklin street.
33 Alfred street, corner of Pool street.
34 Alfred street, near corner of Washington street.
35 Alfred street, corner of Birch street.
36 Alfred street, near corner of Myrtle street.
37 Alfred street, corner of Union street.
38 Alfred street, front residence of Lysander Em

mons.
39 Alfred street, near residence of James H. Fog'g.
40 Alfred street, near Five Points.
41 Jefferson street, corner of Washington street.
42 South street, corner of Jefferson street.
43 South street, corner of Green street.
44 South street, corner of Elm street.
45 South street, near corner of State street.
46 South street, near residence of Charles E. Atwood.
47 South street, just above Eastern Railroad bridge.
48 South street, corner of Highland street.
49 Highland street, opposite residence of Charles H.

Andrews.
50 Elm street, corner of Walnut street.
51 Corner of Gooch and Elm streets.
52 Elm street, front of Boston and Maine freight

station.
53 Elm street,, corner of Pearl street.
54 Elm street, head of Center street.
55 Elm street, just above Mason street.
56 Elm street, corner of Union street.
57 Hooper street, top of hill.
58 Lincoln street, near corner of Stone street.
59 Lincoln street, near corner of Pearl street.
60 Green street, near corner of Birch street.
61 Union street, corner of Graham street.
62 Summer street, opposite residence of James F.

Wormwood.
63 Smith street, opposite Water Power foundry.
64 Wentworth street, near school house.
65 Elm street, corner of Taylor street.
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66 Elm street, corner of Dartmouth street.
67 Jefferson street, corner of Adams street.
68 Corner of Acorn and Oak streets.
69 On Bradbury street.
70 At the corner of Walnut street and Adams court. •
In conclusion I wish to express my thanks to the

Mayor, City Council and Committee on Fire Department 
for their assistance in bettering the department, to Chief of 
Police Harmon and his officers for their aid in keeping clear 
the vicinity of fires, and also to Assistants Mulcahy and 
Munday for their cordial co-operation, and lastly, to the 
officers and members of the different companies for their 
prompt and willing response to the calls of duty and to the 
orders of the Board of Engineers.

Respectfully submitted,
BENJAM IN GOODIER,

Chief Engineer

i
i





S t r e e t  C o m m is s io n e r ’s  R eport.

To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  City C o u n c il  of t h e

C i t y  o f  B id d e f o r d :

G e n t l e m e n  :— The street department this year has 
been embarrassed by the small amount of the appropriation, 
this being reduced one third from the amount of last year., 
owing to the smallpox expense of last winter, each depart
ment being cut to hardly running expenses, leaving little 
money for permanent improvements.

District 4 includes the cost of keeping paving in repair, 
and clean, also grading the streets. Five hundred loads of
gravel were put on Elm street from Bradbury bridge to 
Springs bridge; 500 loads on Smith street and 500 loads on 
other streets.

SIDEWALKS.
3,000 feet of new sidewalks were built on West street 

from Elm street to Prospect; 3,000 feet on Prospect from 
West, to house of O ’Connor ;new brick sidewalks have been 
laid on Mason street, 200 feet; South street, 200 feet;Alfred 
street, 300 feet, and 300 feet at other places. 1,000 feet of 
edge stone have been set at different places.

CROSS WALKS.
Seven cross walks have been put in : On Elm street, at 

Beauregard’s store; at corner of Birch and Alfred streets; 
at corner of Oak and Acorn streets; at corner of Acorn and 
Summer streets; at corner of Alfred and Washington 
streets; at corner of Main and Vetromile streets; on Wash
ington, near engine house.

SEWERS AND DRAINS.

Two sewers were left unfinished last year: South street 
sewer and Graham street sewer. This was a very costly
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sewer and a large amount of the appropriation was ex
pended in finishing them.

Four new sewers were built and extensive repairs 
made on old sewers. Fifteen new sewer pockets have been 
put in this season.

MILE BROOIC SEWER.

The appropriation for this sewer was $2,000. Ledge 
was encountered all the distancestill 300 feet were put in. 
Appearances would indicate that the ledge would disappear 
in the next 50 feet so that the cost would materially de
crease from this on to the finish. The total length of the 
proposed sewer is 2,000 feet. Of this distance more than 
one-half has been put in, and by far the most costly.

NEW STREETS.
One street was laid out this year, Grant street, running 

from West Myrtle street to Brackett street, but the appro
priation was so small for new streets that not much could 
be done this year. A  sewer was laid nearly the length of the 
street.

MACADAMIZING.

The appropriation for this department was $2,000-. 
1,500 feet in length was built on Gooch street, Jefferson 
street and Washington street. There is at the crusher plant 
1,000 tons of stone to be crushed. The appropriation should 
be larger for this department as macadam road is best and 
cheapest at the cost at which material can be manufactured 
at the city’s plant. Eighty yards of stone was from side
walk on South and 50 vards on Hill street and the stone 
hauled to crusher.



Police C o m m is s io n e r ’s  R eport.
! .

To t h e . H o n o r a b l e  C i t y  C o u n c il  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  B i©-
.  •*

DEFORD:

G e n t l e m e n  :-^-The Board of Police has the honor to 
submit its annual report to the City Council for the year 
ending Jan, 31st, 1904.

The appropriation by the city council for the year 1903 
was $1,500.00. The expenses for the year were $7,419.84, 
leaving a balance of $20.16.

Our police force consists of a chief, one captain, six 
regular patrolmen, one janitor at police station, one night 
turnkey at station, two Sunday patrolmen and a reserve 
force of twenty men.

The whole number of arrests, with the offenses charged 
for the fiscal year ending Jan. 31st, 1904, have been 573, and 
for the following named offenses:

Viz :■— Intoxication, 414; affray, 17; assault, 33 ; lar
ceny, 26; tramps and vagrants, 47; and various minor o f
fenses, 36.

The whole amount of stolen property recovered and re
turned to the owners during the year is $650.00, being a 
large percentage of the value reported lost.

Sixty-six stores have been found open and secured by 
patrolmen.

DISCIPLINE.

The discipline of the department has been good, and 
the work of the department has been excellent, good order 
has been maintained and persons and property have been 
well protected.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

We feel that it is absolutely necessary that the day
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force be increased by at least two patrolmen, and hope your 
honorable body will increase our appropriations for the year 
1904. Our day force consists of one patrolman, and it is 
absolutely impossible for him to patrol the large area that 
the business and residential part of the city now contains. 
We are satisfied that the population of Biddeford is nearing 
the 20,000 mark. The population of Biddeford within the 
last two years has greatly changed. Our corporations 
have largely extended their works, which has made a large 
demand- for increase of their working force. This large 
demand for labor has attracted numbers of several na
tionalities, whose people have never before been employed 
or lived in our city. We therefore urge the increase of the 
force in order that persons and property may be properlv 
protected.

SIGNAL SYSTEM.

We believe that a system of eight or ten signal sta
tions would greatly improve the efficiency of the depart
ment.

LOCIC-UP.

W e hope soon to be in a position to have a padded cell 
in which to detain insane persons. _ In comparison to the 
amount of good accomplished in having a cell of this kind 
to detain the poor unfortunates, the cost will be small.

W e also call your attention to the need of a female 
department, with one of the rooms as a room of detention 
where a woman asking for lodging can be given a clean 
place to stop.
 ̂ '\ All of which is respectfully submitted,

H. G. HUTCHINSON, 
JAMES F. TARR,
JOSEPH GOOCH,

Board of Police.
A true copy.

Attest, PI. G. H u t c i-i i n s o n , Clerk. 
Biddeford, Me., Feb. 1st ,1904.



R ep ort  o f  th e  O v e r s e e r s  of
th e  Poor.

To t h e  C i t y  C o u n c il  :

G e n t l e m e n  —I hereby present to you a report of the 
work of the pauper department for the past year:

W e have during this year again been favored with 
prosperous times, which has had its influence in keeping the 
expenses of the department at a minimum.

Many applications for aid have been made and we have 
been careful in making investigation before giving help, 
and believe all cases of real distress have been reached and 
suffering mitigated.

The number helped in the three several departments of 
street, medical and on the farm were 407, being 44 more 
than the number reported last year, viz., 363.

The expenses of the several departments according to 
our books were as follows: Street, $4,119.30; farm, $5,- 
099.38; medical, $1,348.41; total, $10,568.05; a sum $931.95 
less than the amount appropriated, viz., $11,500, and with 
the credits of the department of $178.19, showing a saving 
in the same to be $1,110.14.

I herewith give the total expenses of the department 
for the last seven years: 1897, $11,555.70; 1898, $12,404.53; 
1899, $10,642.31; 1900, $10,619.95; 1901, $11,514.42; 1902, 
$11,898.57; 1903, $10,568.05.

To some of our people it may be interesting to compare 
these figures with the expenses of the seven preceding years, 
thereby receiving a strong argument in favor of continuing 
a non-partisan administration of our city affairs. In the 
expenditure of this smaller amount we have made needed 
repairs at the farm of $617.92. These improvements include
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all those recommended in our last report with the exception 
of a new soil pipe from the house to the brook. We would 
advise that this be done during the present year, and we 
further advise that a pair of new horses be purchased to re
place the‘grays now owned. We also deem it advisable to 
have electric lights put into the house and so recommend 
the same, as to lights can be installed for $150, and this 
number would be sufficient for the superintendent’s part and 
the almshouse proper. No other improvements require im
mediate attention, although it seems to us that it would be 
wise and therefore proper to do whatever may be needed 
from year to year, to keep all the property of the city farm 
in a first class condition, doing nothing extravagant, but 
have it in shape to be an honor to our city and not a dis
grace.

Number of inmates at the farm February 1, 1903, were 
47; admitted, 21; died, 9 ; dismissed, 21.

Number of inmates at the farm Feb. 1, 1904, were 38.
Stock on farm: Cows, 7, and three heifers; horses, 3; 

hogs, 6; hens, 30.
Products of farm during the year: Grain, 60 bushels; 

potatoes, 400 bushels; beets, 20 bushels; beans, 12 bushels; 
turnips, 20 bushels; hay, 65 tons.

All of which is respectfully submitted,
CHARLES E. HUSSEY, 

Clerk of the Overseers of the Poor.
Biddeford, Me., Jan. 31, 1904.



Park C o m m is s io n e r ’s  R eport.

To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  C i t y  C o u n c il
i*

We submit the following as our report for the year 
1903. No appropriation was made for this department. 
Through the kindness of the Street Commissioner the small 
parks have been cared for. Clifford Park has been sadly 
neglected. It is said to comprise 30 acres, and contains the 
possibilities of a fine park.

A policeman looks after those who assemble there Sun
days, but it is left to the mercy of destroyers during the 
week.

The seats which were put there have been carried 
away or destroyed, and many of the trees hacked with an 
ax, and' fires built around others. This Park contains many 
places where trees should be set out, and vines to cover the
ledges. But these things are being put off year by year for 
the want o f a small appropriation.

W e hope the time may soon come when this part of the 
City’s property will be appreciated and properly cared for.

Respectfully,
J o h n  B. L o w e l l ,

W i l l i a m  E. Y o u l a n d ,

G o r h a m  N. W e y m o u t h ,

Park Commissioners..
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City S o lic ito r ’s  R eport.

To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  C i t y  C o u n c il  o f  t h e

C it y  o f  B id d e f o r d :
G e n t l e m e n  :— I hhve the honor to submit herewith 

my report for the year ending March 21, 1904.
A  year ago there were pending the cases of Daniel 

Cote and of his trustee in bankruptcy, against the city, 
which had been referred to Chief Justice Wiswell as referee. 
Shortly after the September term of the supreme court the 
Chief Justice came to Biddeford, and a hearing was had. 
At the January term in this year he filed his opinion, which 
sustained in every respect the position of the able counsel 
employed by the city. On my motion the report was ac
cepted and the matter is now closed, after almost four years 
of litigation.-

Another pending matter was the appeal of Sarah J. 
Curtis from the damages awarded in the building of a new 
road at Fortunes Rocks. Just prior to the May term of court 
Mrs. Curtis and her counsel suggested a settlement. We re
fused to increase the amount of damages awarded, but o f
fered to pay her her costs and attorney’s fee, feeling that this 
was better than to take the chances of a j ury deciding against 
us. It was a favorable settlement for the city, and was 
done. »

At the September term of court Charles E. Atwood 
entered an action against the city for an alleged nuisance 
in connection with the Mile Brook sewer. I filed a de
murrer at that term and the case was argued at the Decem
ber law term at Augusta. I expect that the decision will be 
favorable to the position which I took, that the city cannot 
be held liable on the facts stated.

There has been the usual number of minor but 
troublesome questions arising in the different departments. 
In some of these a written opinion was called for. Some of 
the questions were easily answered, while others were quite 
bothersome.

The city is less involved in legal matters than it was a 
year ago.

Res pect f ully y,
JOHN F. BU RN H AM ,

City Solicitor.



Report of Board of Health.

To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  C i t y  C o u n c il  o f  t h e  
C it y  of  B id d e f o r d :
G e n t l e m e n  :— In the year just past there has been a

• considerable number of contagious diseases in our city, but 
they have been in a very mild form. The death rate from 
such has been very low. During the past winter we had but 
one case of smallpox. By prompt action of the board in es
tablishing a strict quarantine the disease was confined to one 
house. The board recommends that the city should fur
nish a suitable place to be used as a hospital in which may 
be treated cases of smallpox. The board would also recom-

• mend that one man be appointed as an inspector to devote 
his whole time to improving the sanitary condition of our 
city. There are very many places in our city that might 
be improved. There have been about sixty nuisances re
ported during the year and they have been all abated.

Respectfully submitted,
TH OM AS F. CAREY, 

Secretary of Board of Health.
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M AYO RS OF TH E CITY FROM  1855 TO DATE.

1855-6, Daniel E. Somes, Rep.
1857 James Andrews, Rep.
1858-9, Cyrus Gordon, Dem.
1860, Jonathan .Tuck, Dem.

Esreff H. Banks, Rep., unexpired term of Jona
than Tuck.

1861-2, Seth S, Fairfield, Dem.
1863-4, John Q. Adams, Dem.
1865-6, Charles A. Shaw, Dem.
1867-8,. Ferguson Haines, Dem.
1869, James R. Clark, Dem.
1870-1, E. W. Wedgewood, Dem.
1872, Francis G. Warren,'Dem.
1873, James H. McMullen, Rep.
1874-5, Francis G. Warren, Dem.
1876, John H. Burnham, Dem.
1877, Alfred Pierce, Rep.
1878, “ Charles M. Moses, Rep-.
1879, James A. Strout, Dem.
1880, Charles M. Moses, Rep.
1881-2, Elisha E. Clark, Rep.
1883-5, E. W . Staples, Dem.
1886-7, Samuel F. Parcher, Dem.
1888-9, C. E. Goodwin, Dem.
1890-3 E. W . Staples, Dem.
1894-5, Charles S. Hamilton, Rep.
1896-7, Carlos Heard, Citizens and Dem.
1898-9, Levi W . Stone, Citizens and Rep. .
1900-1, Nathaniel B. Walker, Citizens, Dem. and Rep.
1902, Joseph Gooch, Citizens, Rep. and Dem.
1903, Joseph Gooch, Citizens and Rep.
1904, Nathaniel B. Walker, Citizens and Rep.
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