




Fire Department

REPORT OF CPIIEF ENGINEER.

To the Selectmen o f  Waterville,

Gentlemen ;—In compliance with the requirements of 
Section 4 of the General Ordinance governing Waterville 
Fire Department, 1 have the honor to submit for your consid
eration my fourth annual report of the condition of the De
partment for the year ending March 1, 1879 ; embracing 
the force of the department; a schedule of property belong
ing to the department, and where located ; the number, 
location and capacity of reservoirs ; a record of all the fires 
which have been responded to by the department during the 
year, with the loss and insurance on the same ; also the 
cause, so far as can be ascertained ; and such other gener
al information concerning the Fire Department as I hope 
will be of interest to you, gentlemen, and the citizens 
generally.

Apparatus.

The apparatus consists of three Hand Engines, one Hook
& Ladder Tiuck, and three Hose Carriages—as follows :

r\ »

Ticonic Engine, No. 1 . . .  .Button build.
Veteran Engine, No. 2 . . . .  llunnaman build.
Waterville Engine, No. 3 . . .  .Button build.
Ilook & Ladder Truck, No. 2 . . .  .Built by Talbot & 

Moulton.

Last Fall, with your approval, I bad Veteran Engine, 
No. 2 , (Old Ticonic), thoroughly repaired and put in ser
vice, so that now all the apparatus is m good working order.



I would, however, as a matter of economy recommend 
that the Hose Carriage of Ticonic Engine No 1., and Wa
terville Engine, No. 3, with Hose Carriage, be painted and 
varnished.

Force o f Department.
The force of the department consists of one Chief En

gineer and two Assistants, three hand Engine Companies, 
and one Hook and Ladder Company—as follows :

F .C . THAYER, Chief Engineer.
H.G. TOZER, 1st Assistant 
J. D. HAYDEN, 2d Assistant.

T iconic Engine Company N o. 1.
WM. PROCTOR, Foreman.
C. H. JONES, 1st Assistant 
C.R . TYLER, 2d Assistant- 
J. U. PHILLIPS, Clerk.
FRANK PARTRIDGE, Assistant Clerk 
J. K. BROWN, Hose Master.
NATHANIEL HEADER, Treasurer.

Members.
C. H. WilliamsEllei'y Jones 

H. E. Spaulding 
Walter I3rown 
Fred Simpson 
G- H. Barney 
Geo. Brackett 
Bert Tozer 
Horace Wood 
Frank Mathews 
Frank Sturtevant 
James Gilman 
John Richards 
Joseph Vashon 
John Lacum 
Charles Lacum 
Geo. Lacum 
David Withee 
E. H. Phillips 
Charles Clark 
Edward Vigue 
Lewis Pollard 
Alfred Bragg

L. 13 McCausland 
Charles Barton 
Daniel Butler 
Charles Kidder 
John Murray 
Frank Davis
E. W. Greene 
J. F. Stevens 
Wm. Keene
II. A. Tozer 
John Pooler 
Daniel Simpson 
Homer Proctor 
A. N. Jones 
Freeman Hersey
A. Bickford 
Wm. Wales.
E. B. Wharff 
Frank Osgood 
Charles Withee



Veteran Engine Company, No, 2.

JOSEPH MICUE, Foreman

PAUL MARSHALL Asssistant Foreman.

FRED POOLER, Clerk.

JOSEPH PERRY, Assistant Clerk.
LEVrI BUSHY, Foreman of Hose.
JOSEPH POOLER, Steward.
JOSEPH MICUE, 
FRED POOLER, 
LEVI BUSHY.

Standing Committee.

M em bers.

Janies Pooler William Micue
Joseph Pooler Joseph Perry
Peter Lambert Daniel Butler
Edward Robinson George Lashus
Thomas Page Geo. Ronco
Joseph Perry George Robinson
Paul Perry John Gileo
John Perry Fred Ronco
Charles Cary Levi Pooler
George Lampson Joseph Jennis
Joe Gurney Thomas Lessor
Peter Coro Peter Marshall
Joe Robinson Benjamin Yalley
William Ronco Elijah Micue
James Lessor John Cary
Edward Tabby Charles liellivere
John Marshall Fred King
John Lessor Henry Bushy
Charles Pooler Geo. Lashus
Willie Lessor Fred Savage
Alex Lessor Lewis Tailor
'l'homas Pooler James Baldic
Charles Pooler‘‘2d Peter Perry
Kelson Y ash on L. C. Watson
Joseph Cary Gus. Mashall



Waterville Engine Company , No. 3

W. B. SMILEY, Foreman.

MATTHEW FARDY, 1st Assistant Foreman. 

RICHARD BROWN, 2d Assistant Foreman. 

GEO. 1\ KELLY, Foreman of Hose.

J II. CAVANAUGH, Clerk.

C. H. WOODMAN. Assistant Clerk.

R. T. Beazley 
Moses Butler 
Joseph Butler

• P. P Britt 
William Bushy 
Marshall Brown 
John Baxter 
R. J. Barry 
J. M. Brown 
Thomas F. Cuddy 
C. Devine 
John Dore
B. P. Delano 
William Ellis 
John Fardy
P. Galligher 

•Geo. Ilealy 
Simeon Keith 
Mike Keliher
C. F. Keith 
Robert Keith 
W. H. Kelly 
John Lacum 
E G. Header
A. L. McFadden
G. H. Matthews 
W. II. Nichols 
Frank Noble 
W. G. Penney

Members.

Joseph Pooler 
J. L. Perkins 
W. F. Perry 
Charles Phillips 
Louis Ronco 
Edward Raymond 
James Shaw 
Weslev Shaw 
T. J. Sawyer 
Edward Southard 
O. G. Springfield 
David Vigue 
Henry Washburn 
Fred Williams 
F, B. Wing 
Chandler Woimell 
Charles Butler 
Sumner Carr 
Will. Richardson 
Sam. Osborne 
Joseph Gurney 
Fred 11 ill 
Herbert Kelsey 
John Lubloe 
John Trainer
B. Saw telle 
Thomas Smart 
Robert Proctor



Appleton Hook & Ladder Company, No. 2.
E. F. PROCTOR, Foreman.
F. N. ESTY, Assistant Foreman.
F .U . LAMPSON, Clerk.
E. L. MEADER, Treasurer.
E.M . MARSTON, 
E .I .  LOWE, Standing Committee.
HERBERT KENDALL, 
S .E . B RANN, Steward.

Members.
D. M. Scribner W. H. Atkins
S- F. Brann A. Towne
W. W. Gilman J. G. Denslow
Fred Britt Charles Douglass
A. E. Webb

V e te ra n  E n g in e  C o m p a n y  N o .  2.
•  V

One new Company bas been organized during the year. They 
have as yet hardly had a chance to show the material of which 
they are made, but I have no doubt when the opportunity offers 
they will be ready to go to the front, and perhaps the older com
panies may have to look out for their laurels. I am very happy to 
say that without a single exception the officers and men of all the 
Companies have been exceedingly prompt and ready to respond 
to all the fires and alarms that have occurred during  the year.

H o u ses .
The Houses, with the exception ol Appleton Hook & Ladder 

House, are in good condition, and will not need any repairs this 
year. Concerning the II. L. House, I would recommend that 
the walls be sheathed as soon as convenient.

H o s e .
There are now in the department 2,950 feet ol hose which may 

be classed as follows ;
500 feet ot leather, poor and ought to be condemned and sold.
850 *4 44 44 in good condition.
1000 46 u Rubber lined linen, in good condition.
600 44 “  44 44 cotton “  “  44

There have been six hundred feet of old condemned Leather hose 
sold during the year; and there have been purchased six hundred 
ieet of Boyd's rubber lined cotton hose. I would recommend that 
the Town purchase at once 1000 feet of Boyd’s cotton hose. I be
lieve it to be the best and the cheapest for our use. I  hope the



Town will heed the recommendation for the purchase of new hose, 
for it is of the utmost importance that we have good hose and 
enough of it.

Schedule o f  Property.
Property in charge of Ticonic Engine Co., No. 1.—1 Hand E n

gine, 1 Hose Carriage, 4-50 feet of leather hose, 600 feet of rub- 
ber lined linen hose, 300 feet of rubber lined cotton hose, 13 span
ners, 18 straps, 3 stoves, 6 lamps, 2 lanterns, 3 axes, 1 iron bar, 1 
shovel, 2 wrenches, 0 rubber coats, 6 hose patches.

9

Property in charge of Veteran Engine Co. No. 2.— 1 Hand En
gine, 1 Hose Carriage, 400 feet of leather hose, 1 axe, 12 straps, 
6 spanners, 1 office table, 1 stove, 2 chairs, 3 benches, 5 lamps,
2 pails, 1 wrench.

Property in charge of Waterville Engine Co., No. 3.—1 Hand 
Engine, 1 Hose Carriage, 500 feel of leather hose, 500 feet of lin
en hose, 300 feet of cotton hose, 2 axes, 1 iron bar, 6 hose straps, 
10 spanners and belts, 3 hose patches, 2 suction spanners, 6 rub
ber coats, 1 stove, tap & die for hose coupling, 2 large screw driv- 
er s, 1 heavy hammer, 1 monkey wrench, 1 Machine for jointing 
on hose coupling, 2 Kerosene lanterns.

Property in charge of Appleton Hook and Ladder Co. No. 2.— 
One h ook and Ladder Truck, one 50 foot Bangor extention ladder, 
one 20 foot roof ladder, one 19 loot roof ladder, one 26 foot lad
der, two 24 foot ladders, two 20 foot ladders, 2 large fire hooks 
on poles, 4 small fire hooks on poles, 4 axes, 2 lanterns, 2 torches, 
4 buckets, 1 iron bar, 2 monkey wrenches, 1 carriage wrench, 1 fire 
hook & chain, 1 pair of ladder dogs, 3 coils of rope, 2 extention 
ladder cranks, 1 horse pole. 1 stove shovel, 1 broom. 1 tin pail, 
1 sprinkler, 2 oil cans, 2 oilers, 1 carriage jack, 1 sponge, 1 wash - 
boiler, 1 stove, 3 Engineer's Coats., 2 Engineer’s hats and belts.

Reservoirs.
The following is a list of Reservoirs, giving the location, capac- 

ty and condition of each. For the sake of convenience I will 
designate them by numbers.

No. 1. . .  .Small one in front of common—holds 48 hbds.—in good
condition.

2 . . .  .Large, iu front- of common 750 hhds—iu good condition.
3. . .  .In lront ot D. Shorey’s shop—G5 hhds.—in good condition.
4. ..  .Front of C. Iv. Matthews’s house—75 hhds.—good condition.
5 . . .  .Front ol C. H. Kedinglon’s house—65 hhds.—good condition.
G...  .Front ol John Ware's house—125 hhds—good condition.
7 . . .  .Cor. Mill and Temple-sts.— 150 hluls.—good condition,
8 . . . . Cor. Elm and Spring-st.-.—200 hhds—good condition.
 9 Front Catholic Church—500 hhds.—fair condition.
1 0  Cor. Temple and Main-sts.—125 hhds.—good condition.



11 . . .  . Ju n ct. E lm and Main-sts.—300 hhds.—good condition.
12. . . .F ro n t  Mrs. Bonne's, Front-st—24 hhds.—nearly worthless.
1 3 . . . . Foot Union st—nearly worthless. This reservoir should

either be repaired or a new one built at this point.
14.. . .Front of Dr. Robins's—150 hhds.—good condition.
1 0 . ..  .Front R.B .Dunn's— 50 hhds— fair condition.
16 . . .  .Front of D rew ’s, on Main-st.—330 hhds.—good condition. 
17 . . .  . Ju n ct. Pleasant and Main-sts.—200 hhds.—good condition.
18  Junct. Pleasant and Centre-sts.—200 hhds—good condition.
19. . . .Front Dr. Sheldon's—200 hhds.—good condition.
20 . . . . Front Wm N ichols's—90 hhds—good condition.
2 1 . . .  .On spring-st.—worthless.

There ought to be built, as soon as possible, three new reser
voirs; and I would recommend that a reservoir of the capacity of 
at least one hundred and fifty hogsheads be built at a point near 
the junction of Water and Grove-sts., on the Plains; another of 
equal capacity, near the junction of Water and Gold-sts.; and 
one of the capacity of two hundred hogsheads near the junction of 
Ticonic & Oak Sts.

Aside front the reservoirs, we have the use of three hydrants 
belonging to the Lockwood Co.; one situated in front of I. S. 
Bangs’s Grist Mill, another on Front-st. nearly opposite the Dunn 
Block, and still another in the Town h all yard. Each of these 
hydrants has two outlets, giving us eight streams, which very 
nicely protects the lower part of Main-st. The upper part of the 
street is insufficiently supplied with water. I have no doubt 
but arrangements can be made* with the Lockwood Co. 
to extend their water main up Front Street to Temple, up Temple 
to Main, and at that point put in two hydtants. In ease this could 
be done, the whole of Main st. would be thoroughly supplied with 
water. This work (‘an be done va ry cheaply now, and I would 
earnestly recommend that the Town take some action to bring 
about such it result. II this could be brought about, the new 
reservoirs built, and the hose purchased, i believe it will be im 
possible for us to sulfei from a large conflagration.

l i s t  o f  Fires and Alarms responded to by the Department
d u rin g  the year.

May 19, 1878—Dwelling of Jeff. Wood; loss $ 1100, insurance 
$ 1100; cause unknown.

May 1 9 ,7 8 —Dwelling ol W. I. Towne ; loss §190, ins. $190; 
cause unknown.

May 20, 1878—False alarm.
July 15, 1878—Dwelling and shop of L. Grenier; loss $500, 

insurance $500; incendiary.
Aug. 4, 1878—Dwelling of Moses Roderick; loss $568; insur

ance $5C8 ; defective chimney.



Sept. 25, 1878-Dwelling of Dr. Robins ; loss $54, insurance $54, 
cause, defective chimney.

Nov. 5, 1878—Hotel ot A. O. Smith: loss s light; cause, careless 
use ot matches.

Nov. 10, 1878—Store and dwelling owned by D. Shorey ; loss 
$25, no insurance; cause, explosion of Kerosene lamp.

Jan . 23, 1879—Fire at West Waterville.
Feb. 22, 1879—False alarm.

Special Fire Police.
# ,

Concerning this branch of service. I have but little report to 
make. These Special Fire Police were appointed by the Select
men, but have, I think, never organized. Their services have not 
been required during the year; but the time is likely to come when 
such an organization will be of great value, and I hope the m atter
will receive the attention it deserves in the year to come.

»

 * * * ---------------------------------------------

In concluding this somewhat extended report, I take the oppor
tunity to thank the Selectmen for the hearty manner in which they 
have seconded my efforts to promote measures tending to the welfare 
and improvement ot this department;—also to the Assistant Engi
neers who have been associated with m e ; and to the officers and 
men of the several Companies connected with the department, for 
the prompt and willing manner in which they have responded to 
the calls made upon them, I congratulate the citizens on the sur
prising immunity from the devouring element, and I sincerely hope 
the same good fortune may be ours in the future as lias been dur
ing the four years I have had the honor to serve you.

Yours Respectfully,
F. C- THAYER, Chief Engineer.
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