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DISTRICT No. 8.—G. A. P r a t t , Agent.
Summer term, eight weeks, Annie Porter, teacher, fair school. Fall 

term ten weeks and Winter term, eleven weeks, was taught by Miss Emma 
C. King, who taught two very good schools.

DISTRICT No. 10.- S .  P. St e w a r t , Agent.
Summer term of ten weeks, was taught by Miss Mary L. King. Miss 

King is a good teacher and kept an excellent school. Fall term 11 weeks, 
by Miss Annie D. Hall, was a profitable school to the district. Winter 
term, now in session, by Mr. A. E. Cobb, promises well for a good school.

DISTRICT No. 11.—  Smit h  M a r t in ,  Agent.

Fall term taught by Miss Lizzie Sawyer, 6 weeks, fair school, but teacher 
wanting energy. Winter term, eight weeks, by Miss Rose S. Burns, who 
is a teacher of experience, taught an excellent school, the scholars making 
both rapid and thorough progress.

DISTRICT No. 12.—Rosco B r o w n , Agent.
Summer term. This school was taught by Miss Emma A. Hayes with 

good success. Winter term by Mr. Charles E. Waterman, who kept a 
good school.

SUGGESTIONS.
W e have thus given somewhat in detail, the result and statistics for 

our schools during the past year, and now offer for your consideration a 
few thoughts or ideas that occur to us in connection with the work of the 
whole school year. The schools as a whole have taken no backward step 
this year and although in a few of them we have not realized the results we 
had hoped for, yet we feel confident that the experience o f these few, dur-
ing the past year, will prove a benefit to them and bring about better 
results during the ensuing years. Parents, it becomes you to be as much 
interested in the welfare and prosperity of your schools as the Supervisor 
or teacher ; you have greater influence than either over your children, and 
can work in some places where we cannot, and you can wonderfully help 
the common cause of education in your own school by frequent visitation, 
by consultation with your supervisor, and above all by requiring the punc-
tual and regular attendance of your children. 1

Fathers and mothers are you aware o f the foundations that your children 
are laying for the future? Are you assisting them, and are you helping 
to increase their interest in their studies at your firesides? You wish 
your children to become true men and women, therefore do all that in your 
power lies to aid the work which is of so great importance to you, and is 
certainly a most glorious cause.

It is very important that every district should have a good agent, since 
the selection of the teachers lies wholly with him, and it is o f the greatest 
importance to the district that good teachers be engaged, and let it always 
be remembered that it is better to have a good teacher, although it may 
necessitate a short school, than to have a poor teacher and a long school.

I  am sorry to say that there are quite a number of children in our town 
between the ages of 7 and 17 who have not attended school at all  during 
the past year ; and although the law is wisely provided for such cases, yret, 
it does not seem to be understood by many, and in order that there may 
be no misunderstanding in the future we quote the law :— See Acts and 
Resolves of 1875, chapter 24, Sec. 1.



“ Every parent, guardian or other person in the State o f  Maine, hav-
ing control o f  any child or children between the ages o f nine and fifteen, 
shall be required to send such child or children to a public school for a 
period of at least twelve weeks in each year, unless such child or ohildren 
are excused from such attendance by the school officers o f the town in 
which such parent or guardian resides, upon its being shown to their 
satisfaction that the mental or bodily condition o f such child or children 
has been such as to prevent attendance at school or application to study 
for the period required, and the certificate o f a physician should be deemed 
sufficient to satisfy said officers ; or that such child or children have been 
taught at a private school or at home in such branches as are usually taught 
in primary schools ; provided, in case a puplic school shall not be taught 
for three months in the year within one and one-half miles by the shortest 
traveled road o f the residence o f  such delinquent, nor within the school 
district within which such child resides, he shall not be liable to the pro-
visions o f this act.

Sec. 2. In case any parent, guardian, or other person having such con-
trol shall fail to comply with section one o f this act he shall be liable to a 
fine not exceeding five dollars and costs o f prosecution for such offence, to 
be recovered in any court competent to try the same, and the magistrate or 
court to which said fine shall be paid shall pay the same to the treasurer 
o f  the town in which the offence was committed, and, shall be by him 
accounted for, the same as money raised for school purposes.

Sec. 3. Every boy in this State between the ages o f nine and fifteen, 
who shall neglect or refuse to attend school as required in section one o f  
this act, unless excused by the school officers o f the city, town or planta-
tion in which he resides, on being convicted o f such offence, shall pay a 
fine not exceeding five dollars.

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty*of the school committee, or town supervisor 
to enforce the several provisions o f this act.

The town voted, in addition to the foregoing, at the March meeting, 
1877, as follows :—

“  Voted, that the. Supervisor o f schools enforces the law in relation to 
scholars attending school, to the letter—and when he gives a certificate to 
a teacher, he|furnish said teacher with a list o f  names and ages all scholars 
in the district in which he or she is to teach—and at the same time, direct 
them in writing, to report at once, to said supervisor, all cases o f non-at-
tendance o f  scholars, between the ages of 7 and 17 years—and when so 
notified, the supervisor shall forthwith attend to the matter—and cause 
the law to be strictly obeyed and make his and the teachers doings in the 
matter, a part of his annual report.”

Attest, T h o m a s  B a k e r , Town Clerk.
There are in town over sixty-two scholars who have not attended school 

at all during the past year, and many more who haye not attended the 
twelve weeks required by law, and most o f them are children (of poor 
parents. I have taken considerable pains to have the law generally under-
stood and complied with, yet in most of these cases I doubt if it is under-
stood. I make this report in order that there may be no misunderstanding 
in the future about the law, and also to see i f  the town will give any in-
structions in regard to these cases o f non-attendance.

GEORGE HAZEN, Supervisor.
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