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The annual Geddes W. Simpson Lecture is set to take place on Monday, October 7 at 3:15 PM

at Hill Auditorium in Barrow Hall.
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' ' MA IN E 2024 Geddes \\T. Simpson Lecture 

Pain, Opioids, and the Search for Relief: A Political History 

Monday, October i 13:15 PM, FST I Hill Auditorium, Barrows Hall 

You are iJ1Yited to attend the 2024 Geddes W. SiJnpson Lecture 

Dr. Keilh Wailoo i.s Henry Putnam t.:niversily Professor of History and Public Affairs al Princeton Universi ty 
where he teaches in the Department of History and the School of Pijb)ic and !11temational Affairs. He is 
"~dely 1:nown for award-winn ing writing that is hoth academic and public facing, historical and timely. His 
books include Pushing Cool: Big Tobacco, Racial Marketing, and the Untold Story of the Menthol Cigarette 
(Unlversil}' of Chicago Press. 2021); Pain: A Pol/tic.ii HlstOI)' (Johns Hopkins 'C nlversity Press. 201'1); How 
Cancer Crass ea th, Colar Line (Oxford U nh·mit y Ptes.s, 20 I I); Th, Troubled Dream of Gone/ ic Medicine 
(Johns I lopkins t.: niwrsity Jlws, 2006), with Steph<'n Pt'mbt>rton; Dying in the CUy of rhe Blues: Sickle Cell 
A,iemia mid the Politics of Race aud Health (University ofKorlh Carolina Pres,;, 20D l); and Drawing Blood: 
Tedmo!ogy arid Disease Ide11tity in Twelllieth Century America (Johns Hopkins Un iversity Press, 1997). 

Pruhi11g Cool received the 2023 Hughes Priz.e from the British Society for the History of Science which 
considers books which are •accessible lo a wide audience of non-specialists." l 'hf New Yorker named Pus/Jing 
Cool one of the Best Books of 2022. It was also short!Jstc<l for the Stone Award from the Museum of African 
American History and named a finalist for the As,;ocialion for the Study of African American Life and 
History Book Prize. DJ·ing in lhe City of thf B/11,s received si1 awanls, including Lhe Welch Medal for best 
book in the field, from the American Association for the History of Medicine and the Lillian Smith Book 
Award from the Southern Regional C:ouncil for best hook on is,;uesof race and social justice. It also won 
awards for best book in intcrdisdplloary humanltics scholarship, and best book ln medical innovation; and 
on the politics of disease." In 2007 Walloo was elected to 01e National Academy ofMedJdne. In 2021, he was 
elected Lo the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. From 2020 lo 2022, he was President of the American 
As:socialion for the History of Medicine. 

Before joining Lhe Princeton faculty, Wailoo was Martin Luther King Jr. Profes,;or of History al Rutgers 
Unlversit}• and folllldlng director of its Center for Race and Ethnicity. Before Rutgers, he taught at the 
Universit}• ofNorth Carolina at Chapel Hill in the School ofMedlcine and in History. Hls research has been 
supported by the National Insti tutes of llealth, the Robt>rt Wood Johnson fo111ld.alion's Investigator Awards 
In Health Polley Rcsi:arch. and the James S. McDooncU Fo111ldat!on's Ccntcnnlal FcUowshlp in the History of 
Science. 

Wailoo is a graduate of Yale University where he earned a Bachelor's in Chemical Et1gineering, after which he 
worked a.~ a science writer for several years. He earned a Ph.D. from the University of Pennsylvania in the 
History and Sociology of Science. 
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This year's lecture - scheduled to be the last - is titled Pain, Opioids, and the Search for Relief: A

Political History and will be delivered by Dr. Keith Wail, the Henry Putnam Professor of History

and Public A�airs at Princeton University.

The Geddes W. Simpson Lecture Series features speakers of prominence who provide

signi�cant insight on the intersection of science and history. This year's lecture is co-

presented by the Department of History.

The Department of Philosophy is

hosting Agency and Reasoning in Games on

September 27 and 28 in the Maples, with a

range of speakers on topics revolving

around the philosophy of games. Video

games, board game, you name it - these

presentations will run the gamut. 

A current schedule as well as talk titles can

be found on the department website and

here. For more information or questions

please contact Robby Finley.

The School of Performing Arts Division of

Music will present its Cadenzato faculty

concert on September 28 at 7:30 PM in

Minsky Recital Hall.

The concert will feature performances from

faculty members Laura Artesani, Liz

Downing, David Stern, Anatole Wieck

and Beth Wiemann.

This concert is free and open to the public.
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~GENCY AND REASONING IN GAME~ 

SEPT.27-28TH 

UMAINE PHILOSOPHY 
THE MAPLES 

For the current 

schedule of 

presentations, 

please see the 

linked event page 

via the QR code; 

The Philosophy Deportment is hosting a workshop on the philosophy of games with a 

range of speakers discussing how games can help players explore, experiment, and 

reason in ways unique to the medium. Topics include t he ethics of games, teaching 

w ith games, the boundary between player and character, and ways that games can 

serve as models. Talks are open to all those interested. 

Fo, more informati on oboul this event please contact Robby Finley, Assislant Professor o f Ph ilosophy at 

robby.linley•moine.edu. The Uni•ersity of Maine is on equa l opportun ity/affirmative action institution. 
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Artist Lara Kramer will deliver a lecture on

October 1, set for 7:00 PM in the IMRC

Center, in tandem with the current

exhibition at Lord Hall Gallery. There will

also be a reception and performance at the

Lord Hall Gallery on October 4 from 5:00 -

7:00 PM. These events events are free and

open to the public.

This collaborative mother-daughter

exhibition, titled Ji zoongde’eyaang,

features Anishinaabe Oji-Cree artists Ida

Baptiste and Lara Kramer bringing forward

their relational practices through

generations to express and

represent embodied experiences like

memory, loss, and reclamation. The title of

the exhibition, Ji zoongde’eyaang, means “to

have a strong heart” in Anishnaabemowin.

The exhibit features older, never shown

works of Ida Baptiste from the early

1990s that draw on her memories of

attending Brandon Indian Residential

School. It also features a series of

contemporary pieces by both artists

in various mediums, including visual art,

video, text and sound.

This event is co-sponsored by the

Department of Art, the IMFA Program,

Canadian-American Programs, the

Hudson Museum & the Honors College. For

more information, contact Diana

Baumbach here.
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Assistant professor of English Morgan

Talty will be the guest at the next live

installment of Maine Public's All Books

Considered book club.

The event is scheduled for October 9 at 7

PM and will take place at Bull Moose in

Bangor. MPR host Bill Nemitz will be in

conversation with Talty about Talty's latest

book, the acclaimed novel Fire Exit.

The event will be streamed on various

channels as well; learn more about those

options at the Maine Public website. If you

are unable to attend in person, you can

submit questions here.

This event is free and open to the public.

For those who were unable to attend the sixth annual Libby Lecture on September 26, a

recording of Colin Woodard's talk - titled American Democracy on the Brink: How We Got Here

and the Implications for the Natural Environment - can be found here.

For more with Colin Woodard, you can read a brief Q&A here.

The Versant Power Astronomy Center is once again bringing some stellar programming to

campus this September.

The weekly shows are:

Public program: Supermassive Black Holes - September 6, 13, 20 & 27 at 7 PM.

Family program: The Stellars - Mission: Green - September 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 at 2 PM.

Music program: Radiohead: Black Star - September 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 at 4 PM.

In addition to this regular programming, the Versant Center will also host a large slate of

events for Friends and Family Weekend at the end of September. You can �nd more details

at the Center's website.
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For tickets or more information on these or other programs at the Versant Center, visit their

website here.

Students in Communication and Journalism lecturer Ellie Markovitch's Photographic

Reporting and Storytelling class - CMJ 261 - recently took to the outdoors for a weather-

related assignment. What they could not have anticipated was the presence of some

adorable rubber ducks.

These two photos - the �rst by Emily Bontatibus, the second by Jess Cleary-Reuning - were

taken outside of the Collins Center for the Arts near the entrance to Class of 1944 Hall.

Just goes to show that you never know what tidbits of joy you might �nd tucked into the

corners of the University of Maine campus.  

PUBLICATIONS & ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The University of Maine Foundation recently received a $1 million gift from the Agnes Ann

Walsh estate to establish a new named chair in the Department of Modern Languages and

Classics. In addition, Agnes Ann funded the Agnes Ann Walsh ’41 Scholarship to bene�t

students majoring in romance languages. These contributions are legacy gifts of the class of

1941 alumna who sadly passed away in 2021 at the age of 100.

The inaugural chair is Frédéric Rondeau, associate professor of French and director of

the Canadian-American Center.

“Agnes Ann Walsh’s bright spirit and passion for the University of Maine during her lifetime

will now live on through her generous gift and the many students who will bene�t from her

generosity,” said University of Maine President Joan Ferrini-Mundy.

Born and raised in South Portland, Maine, Walsh headed north to begin her education at the

University of Maine in 1937. Her heavy involvement in UMaine culture and the academic

community included the Delta Delta Delta sorority, debate team, language club, student

publications, sports and campus leadership group the Sophomore Eagles. Graduating in
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1941 with a degree in romance classics, Walsh enjoyed a long career as a Latin teacher. She

taught at Washington Academy in East Machias, Maine, Thorton Academy in Saco, Maine,

and �nally Winchester High School in Winchester, Massachusetts, where she taught for over

25 years.

Read more here.

Department of Communication and Journalism graduate student Brianna Christie (MA,

2024) recently won an award from the National Communication Association. 

Christie won Outstanding Master’s Thesis Award in Qualitative Methods for her thesis

entitled "The collective gaze: how the collective community responds to narratives of sexual

violence by Black women."

Christie is advised by associate professor Liliana Herakova.

NOMINATIONS, APPLICATIONS &

OPPORTUNITIES

Victoria Hood and Zack Lavway from the

Department of English are co-hosting a

monthly reading series  and are looking for

local writers who are interested in reading.

The Queen City Scribe Series is currently

scheduled to take place monthly from

October 2024 to March 2025, hosting

readings on the second Sunday of each

month at Bangor Beer Co. These events are

free and open to the public.

Anyone interested in applying to read their

work as part of QCSS can �nd more

information here.
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The �rst Tuesday and Wednesday of each month feature dedicated times for head shots at

Marketing & Communications, with Tuesday sessions happening in the morning and

Wednesday sessions in the afternoon. You can reach out directly to Adam Kuykendall to

make an appointment.

CLAS PET OF THE WEEK

It's wild to think that we're approaching the two-year mark for this particular feature. I'd like

to take just a second to celebrate all of you out there who have been so generous with

sharing pictures of your furry friends. This has become an absolute highlight of my week and

I only hope that you all feel the same.
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This week's pet is Nixie, who is just the best girl.

Nixie is a twelve-year-old yellow Labrador who comes to us via Ryan LaRochelle of the Cohen

Institute for Leadership & Public Service and the Department of Political Science. 

I'll let Ryan �ll you in on Nixie.

"Despite two knee surgeries, she’s still a very rambunctious and friendly pup (though she

does need to be carried up and down the stairs at home—she’s a tad spoiled). She absolutely

loves to visit campus (especially Debbie in the Political Science department) and she’s even

attended a few classes over the years, though she’s still far short of the credits needed for a

degree. She’s become something of a celebrity in Boudreau Hall."

That's the face of a celebrity all right. Beauty, brains, and personality - it's no wonder that

Nixie is the toast of Boudreau Hall!

Again, thanks to Ryan - and to all of you - for sharing these adorable critters. There's nothing

quite so uplifting as a sweet picture of a pet, and I look forward to many more weeks of

distributing said sweetness.

Happy fall, everyone!

Send your CLAS events, announcements, and faculty or student highlights (and pet photos!) to

allen.adams@maine.edu or complete the CLAS news submission form at

https://umaine.edu/las/news-submission/.

Any questions? Contact allen.adams@maine.edu.

Forward to a friend

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
5774 Stevens Hall, Room 100

207.581.1954
clas@maine.edu

The University of Maine Orono is an EEO/AA employer, and does not discriminate on the grounds of race, color, religion,
sex, sexual orientation, transgender status, gender expression, national origin, citizenship status, age, disability, genetic

information or veteran’s status in employment, education, and all other programs and activities. The following person
has been designated to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies:

Director, O�ce of Equal Opportunity, 101 Boudreau Hall, 207.581.1226, equal.opportunity@maine.edu.
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