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Vital Statistics.
Births. Marriages. Deaths

March 1, ’96, to March 1, '97, 38 33 34
’97,  '98, 28 15 44

 ’98,   '99, 42 13 44
’99,   00, 38 31 36

 '00.  '01, 23 24 43
  '01,   '02, 30 23 34

Erratum.
A bill o f $25.00 to the Poland Paper c o . for material 

used on highway was accidently omitted in the statement. 
This makes the deficiency in the highway account $177.36 
instead of $152.36 as shown in report.

School Summary.
RESOURCES. e x p e n i t u r e s .

Common Schools, $3,474 79 $3,418 83
High School, 1,050 00 1,092 50
Apparatus and Furnishings, 100 00 103 n
Text Books, 75 00 97 60
incidentals, 75 00 79 22
Repairs, 109 62 109 11

$4,884 41 $4,900 49
Overdraw, $16 08
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The Ninth Annual Report
O F  T H E

Superintending School Committee,
SCHOOL BOARD.

E. F. BRADFORD, for three years.
F. L. M ERRILL, for two years.
J. K. DENNING, for one year.

O R G A N N IZA TIO N .
J. K. DENNING, Chairman.
C. W. FISHER, Superintendent
A. E. SA W YE R , Truant Officer.
A. E. SA W Y E R , Janitor.
H. N. W H ITTLE, Janitor.
ROLAND STROUT, Janitor.

Regular meetings of board the last Tuesday of each month 
at the office of Dr. E. F. Bradford.

TEACHERS.
I'eachers elected for year ending June, 1902.

HARRY E. W A LK E R , High School.
AGNES E. BEAL, Assistant High School.
VVNCY BUCKNAM , Principal Grammar School.
MOLLIE BUCKNAM , Assistant Grammar School. 
GERTRUDE M ERRILL, Principal Intermediate School. 
GENEVA HUTCHINS, Assistant Intermediate School. 
CAROLINE PERKINS, Principal Primary Department. 
HENRIETTA ROWE, Assistant Primary School.
ANNIE W ALK ER, Principal Elm Street Primary School. 
CHARLOTTE BRIDGE, Assistant Elm St. Primary School. 
BEULAH PUllINGTON, Pigeon Hill School.
EFFIE M. W A Y N E , Music Department.

For the financial report consult the report of the select­
men.
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To the Superintending School Board of Mechanic Falls, Maine. 
S irs:

The following is the report o f your Superintendent ot 
schools for the year ending March 1, 1902.

ENROLLMENT.
Our statistics show that on April 1, 1901, there were 41(5 

persons between the ages o f 4 and 21 residing in the town of 
Mechanic Falls. The total enrollment in all schools during the 
year was 300. Common schools 265, high school 35. This is 
a good proportion. Three fourths o f the persons under 21 
have been in our schools during the year. The total average 
attendance has been 265, showing increasing interest on the 
part of students and parents. This increase in numbers and at­
tendance has necessitated some changes, in the grading and 
arrangement for housing the scholars. This was attempted 
during the summer vacation and was brought to a satisfactory 
culmination when we realized that the changes made not only 
met our needs but revealed the fact that advantages were gained 
which exceeded our expectations. It was found that something 
must be done for the proper seating o f the students without the 
necessity o f crowding; and to bring it to pass we prepared the 
intermediate room in high school building for the grammar 
school and fitted the grammar school on Water street for tlx 
Intermediate schools which were merged into one school, with 
two teachers, and this change enabled us to shorten the course- 
from four years to three. Here was a much needed gain be­
cause the scholars should do in three years with ease what was 
being done in four.

I'he next important change was the dividing of the priina-
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ry department which was rapidly outgrowing the room. The 
idea of establishing a primary school doing the same work of 
the primary school on Water street in the rear school room in 
high school building seized upon us, and now we have a school 
of about 40 primary scholars, who live above the Grand Trunk 
railroad. This change not only gave us room in Brick building 
but called forth the happy appreciation from the parents who 
have been troubled about sending the children across the track.

EXPENSE.
The expense of running the schools this year has been 

"lightly increased but this expense has been caused by the in 
creased demand for text books and a few supplies. Because of 
the increased enrollment and the changes made in the classes in 
intermediate and primary, and as the state commands us to 
supply text books for scholars this expense must be. During 
my incumbency of the office the appropriation has not been 
sufficient to keep the scholars well supplied with books. This 
matter should be attended to and a larger sum appropriated for 
this purpose. The expense for making the changes in the 
schools otherwise has been small and the financial benefit is 
realized in the fact that we shall not be compelled to open the 
school building on Pleasant street for some time to come.

RETROSPECT AND PROSPECT.
There has been manifest progress in all departments during 

the past year. Emphasis has been given to the closer applica­
tion to reading with the perfection of the art in view. In this 
branch of our work we rejoice in the marked improvement. 
Spelling and arithmetic have had their due attention and pro­
gress has been made beyond any previous year of our incum- 

•



An attempt has been made to give the student as much of 
the “ Practical”  education as is consistent with modern methods 
o f instruction; but all education is practical.

The educational question is, and lias been in a transitory
state for several vears, is to be for some time to come. The

•f

pendulum swings in school matters as in others, from one ex­
treme to the other. The old slant writing swung its life out, 
and now the vertical, the most extreme has come in, but the 
medial writing has appeared to take the place o f both extreme 
methods.

In geography the scholar was taught, or forced to point 
out every town and city on the map, today we leap over the towns 
and most cities and study the world in its relation to our own na­
tion, state and home. 'This modern idea in geography is well.

In arithmetic we learned everything by rule, we haw 
swung out to the extreme and go without rule and strive for 
the principle. But all this transition in school matters is but 
the reflection of conditions seen in every department of lift 
There never will be a time when we shall arrive at the “ Golden 
Medium” . A ll progress comes through these changing con­
ditions, and transition will ever be the word to express condi­
tions o f progress.

In the past the primary idea was, the storing of the mind 
with facts and rules, cut and dried material. The teacher 
taught, and scholar digested the teaching as the last word about 
education but today the teacher teaches but not with the idea 
of storing up facts or rules but the main idea in education i' 
character building. Giving the child a lofty principle as hi' 
store o f strength for the future. With a charactor and princi­
ple as his animation he will go out and discover the facts. The 
work of the teacher today is, develop the mind and help tin 
child so that he may educate himself. Simply show him how 
to study. Pres. Garfield said “ My teachers have always been 
more to me than the tasks they set” . This is the great idea, the
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task of the teacher is to impart o f herself. She must be in­
telligence for the child until he discovers himself as a thinking 
being. Music is not being taugh t in the public schools with 
the primary idea of educating soloists. 'I'he primary funda­
mental idea in this work is as all men should realize, the har­
monizing effects of music. Music taught in the schools in time 
cannot fail. Its mission is the creation of gentleness and har­
mony, character building. As a beautiful picture inspires 
within the beholder lofty sentiments so music inspires within 
the child mind sublimity of thought. This is not manifest in all 
minds, but the general effect of art, music and nature study is 
to edify the mind and this leads to the real object of education. 
It is true that the school must prepare students for the world, 
but does this mean simply that a child needs only preparation to 
earn his bread? Preparation for the world means more than 
this. The schools have for their task the making of good cit­
izens. This first and preparation for bread-winning will follow. 
Men and women first, the necessities of life will follow.

This work comes not from the study o f books. It comes
W

from the heartlife of the consecrated teacher. A good teacher 
can teach a child more without a book than a poor teacher can 
possibly impart with the best book. The future of our land 
depends upon the “ book”  and the woman behind it, and the 
scholar will gain more from his relation with the teacher than 
in his devotion to the book.

I congratulate the citizens upon the possession of a splen­
did consecrated teaching force. It is true that there is expense 
in maintaining the schools in town, that the proportion of taxes 
levied for schools is great but nothing pays so large a dividend 
as money spent in citizen making.

I desire to express my appreciation for the many expres­
sions of kindness and helpfulness extended me during the three 
\ ears of my incumbency of the office. I regret my inability toJ  J  C7  •'  *

do more because of a lack of time. It has been a pleasure for
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me to do what was in my power toward a contribution to the 
work for the young, and I lay down the work hopeful for the 
future.

As a word o f caution 1 beseech you as citizens, never 
permit the schools to suffer in the slightest degree, for they are 
the very foundation of good citizenship and government. They 
need your money, interest and wisest oversight.

Thanking you as a Superintending Board for all your de­
votedness and patience I lay down the work committed to me.

Sincerely,

C. W . FISH ER.

Superintendent.

Recommendations.
High school, $ 800 00
Common schools, 2,200 00
Text books, 100 00
Repairs, 200 00
Apparatus, 100 00
Contingent, 100 00



Warrant for T o w n  Meeting.

To D. B. Waterhouse, a Constable o f the Town o f Mechanic 
Falls, in the County o f Androscoggin and State o f Maine,

GREETING :

In the name o f the State o f Maine, you are hereby required 
to notify and wai n the inhabitants o f  the town o f  Mechanic Falls.' W

<|ualificd by law to vote in town affairs, to meet at Perkins 
Hall, in said town, on the seventeenth dav o f  March A . D .
1902, at nine o ’clock in the forenoon, to act on the following 
article to w it :

A rt . 1. T o  choose a m oderator to preside at said m eet­
ing.

A rt . 2. To choose a town clerk for the ensuing year.

A r t . 3. T o  act upon the report o f  town officers.

A rt . 4. To choose a board o f  selectmen, assessors, over­
seers of the poor, a town treasurer, town agent, a member o f  
the board o f school committee, one trustee o f  the public library 
•ind all other necessary town officers for the ensuing year with 
the exception o f a superintendent o f  schools.

A rt . 5th. To see what sum o f  money the town will grant 
and raise for the support o f common schools for the ensiling
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A r t . 6th. To see what sum o f  money the town will grant 
and raise for the support o f  a free high school for the ensuing 
year.
W

A kt . 7th. To see what sum o f money the town will vote 
to expend for a free high school for the ensuing year.

A r t .  8th. T o see what sum o f  money the town will grant 
and raise for the repair o f  highways and bridges for the en­
suing year.

A r t . 9th. To see what sum o f money the town will grant 
and raise for the support o f  the poor for the ensuing year.

A rt . 10th. T o see what sum o f  money the town will grant 
and raise for the contingent fund for the ensuing year.

A r t . 1 1th. T o see what sum o f money the town will grant 
and raise for town officers’ salaries for the ensuing year.

A r t . 12th. To see what sum o f  money the town will
grant and raise for the sinking fund for the ensuing year.

A rt . 13th. T o  see what sum o f  money the town will
w

grant and raise for the payment o f  interest for the ensuing year.

A r t . 14th. To see what sum o f money the town will
grant and raise for abatements and collector’s commissions for 
the ensuing year.

A r t . 15th. T o see what sum o f money the town willJ
grant and raise for the observance of Memorial D ay for the en­
suing year.

A r t . 10th. T o  see if  the town will grant and raise the
sum o f $1,248 00 for lighting streets.

A r t . 17th. T o  see if  the town will grant and raise the
sum o f $1,080.00  for hydrant rental.



A rt. 18th. To see what sum of money the town will
"rant and raise for the support of the fire department for the 
ensuing year.

A rt . 19th. To see what sum of money the town will
grant and raise for the support of the public library and the 
purchase of books for the ensuing year.

A rt . 20th. To see what sum o f money the town will
^rant and raise for the purchase o f  text books, apparatus and 
furnishings for schools for the ensuing year.

A rt . 21st. To see what sum o f  money the town will
w

"rant and raise for the repairs of school houses for the ensuing 
vear.

A rt. 22nd. To choose a superintendent of schools for 
the ensuing year.

A rt . 23rd. To see if the town will grant and raise the
sum of twenty-five dollars to defray the expense of graduating 
exercises of the high school for the ensuing year.

A rt . 24th. To see what action the town will take relative
to the collection of taxes, and if a discount is allowed, to set*
w hat sum of money they will grant and raise for the same.

A rt. 25th. To choose a collector o f taxes and fix his 
compensation.

A r t. 26th. To see i f  the town will grant and raise the
sum of $177.36 to liquidate the deficiency in the highway 
account and $104.77 in incidental account for 1900.

A rt. 27th. To see if  the town will grant and raise the
sum of $1,520.59 to liquidate the amount overdrawn in the 
sewer account in 1900.

A r t . 28th. To see if the town will authorize the- town
treasurer, with the approval of the selectmen, to borrow such 
sums of money as may be necessary to defray town charges.
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A r t . 29th. To see if the town will vote to erect a store­
house for the storage o f town property; i f  so what sum o f monev 
they will grant and raise for the same.

A r t . 30th. To see if the town will vote to determine the 
time when the commitment o f taxes shall be made and at what 
time taxes shall be payable and that interest shall be collected 
from and after such time.

A r t . 31st. T o see if  the town will agree on an abate­
ment to those who voluntarily pay their taxes to the collector 
or treasurer at certain periods and the times within which they 
are so entitled.

A r t . 32nd. T o see if  the town will vote to purchase a 
hose wagon for the use o f  the fire department and what sum of 
money they will grant and raise for the same.

A r t . 33rd. To see if the town will vote to purchase the 
land between School street and the school lot on Elm street and 
appropriate money to pay for the same. By request.

A r t . 34th. To see if the town will vote to instruct the 
school board to fence the school lot on Elm street. Bv re-

*

quest.

A rt . 35th. To see if the town will vote to have sixteen 
additional street lights along Main street from the corner of 
Pine street to the Jewett place, so called. By request.

A r t . 36th. To see what action the town will take in re­
gard to abating the tax assessed against the Mechanic Falls 
Water and Electric Light and Power Co., for the year o f 1901, 
and to fix their valuation until the expiration o f their contract 
with the town. By request.

•

A r t . 37th. To see if the town will vote to extend the 
sewer on Maple street from the upper end of the same to 
Dwinal street and appropriate money to construct said sewer.

— 50—



A r t . 38th. To see if the town will vote to authorize the 
selectmen to transfer the appropriation o f $195.54 made at the 
last annual meeting for the payment o f the incumbrance on 
on Rozella C. Hall’s homestead to the contingent fund.

A rt. 39th. To see if  the town will vote to approve the 
list of jurors prepared and laid before them by the municipal 
officers, treasurer and clerk.

The selectmen give notice that they will be in session for 
the purpose of revising and correcting the list o f voters at eight, 
o'clock in the forenoon, at the selectmen’s office on the day of 
said meeting.

Given under our hands at Mechanic Falls this seventh day 
of March, A. D. 1902.

F. H. COBB.
- E. K. HOLBROOK.

J. E. SAU N DERS.

Selectmen o f the town of Mechanic Falls.


