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Happy Coming Out Week, UMaine! This is one of my favorite weeks of the year. I

want to take this moment to congratulate my LGBTQ+ friends and family who have

made the bold choice to come out and share their gender and/or sexuality with the

folks in their lives. It is not a decision to be taken lightly, and coming out is a regular

decision we must make each time we connect or interact with somebody new.

I also want to send all my love and solidarity to folks who are reading this who may

not have come out yet. There are a million different reasons someone may choose

not to out themselves, and none of them negate or invalidate your identity. You are

just as much a part of the LGBTQ+ community as those of us who choose to share

that part of ourselves openly and publicly. This week is for you, too.

Please check out the schedule of events for this week and the rest of LGBTQ+

History Month below. We're also excited to be bringing our Parade of Flags back, and

will be sharing images of each of the different flags raised above campus on our

Facebook and Instagram pages for those of you who are unable to be here when

your flag is raised. Know that, whether or not you personally see your flag flown

above Orono, this is a place for you and every other LGBTQ+ student, staff, and

faculty member, whether or not you are out.

For our cis and straight neighbors and colleagues, I ask that you take this week to

advocate for better and more inclusive policies wherever you are. Speak to your

colleagues about the importance of pronouns. Participate in International Pronouns

Day on Wednesday and Spirit Day on Thursday to show your support. Find ways to

make the work you do more inclusive of folks of all genders and sexualities, and

that's one less thing that LGBTQ+ have to put the labor into doing themselves. It all

helps, and it all adds up.

Happy Coming Out Week, and sending all my love to LGBTQ+ folks far and wide, out

or closeted, questioning or certain. You are valid, and you are family.

Rob Jackson (He/Him)

Staff Associate for Diversity

University of Maine System Mail - Happy Coming Out Wee... https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=6098647e0e&view=pt&search=al...

2 of 20 10/20/2021, 8:48 AM



University of Maine System Mail - Happy Coming Out Wee... https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=6098647e0e&view=pt&search=al...

3 of 20 10/20/2021, 8:48 AM

12 &JI/, 
PRIDE FLAG 

BUTTON MAKING 
11:30AM-1:30PM 

COE ROOM, UNION 

LUNCH AND LEARN 

WHITE APPROPRIATION 

OF BLACK CULTURE 

NOON-lPM 

312 MEMORIAL UNION 

22 
OUTDOOR LAWN GAMES 

WITH WILDE STEIN 
4-SPM ON THE CAMPUS 

MALL 

18 
COMING OUT WEEK 

PRIDE FLAG RAISING 

NOON EST ON THE 
CAMPUS MALL 

PAINT WITH PRIDE 
6-SPM 

312 MEMORIAL UNION 

28 
CLIMB WITH PRIDE 

5:30-7:30PM 

MAINE BOUND 
ADVENTURE CENTER 

18 
HIV/&. HEPATITIS C 

TESTING W/HEAL 
NOON-4PM 

224 MEMORIAL UNION 

WALK WITH THE ONES 

YOU LOVE 
12:15 PM ON THE 

CAMPUS MALL 

18-22 
PARADE OF PRIDE FLAGS 

10AM-4PM DAILY 

ON THE CAMPUS MALL 
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CATCH OUR PARADE OF PRIDE FLAGS EACH DAY FROM MONDAY, 

OCTOBER 18-FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22. FLAGS WILL BE DISPLAYED FROM 10:00AM 

UNTIL 4:00 PM EACH DAY. THE RAINBOW PRIDE FLAG WILL REMAIN UP FOR 

THE DURATION OF THE WEEK AND THE SECOND FLAG WILL ROTATE BETWEEN 

14 OTHER PRIDE AND IDENTITY FLAGS. CHECK OUT THE SCHEDULE BELOW TO 

FIND THE TIME YOUR FLAG WILL BE ON DISPLAY! 

~. 10/18 TuelJJ.ag,,. 10/19 
10:00-12:00: 10:00-12:00: 

12:00-2:00: PANSEXUAL FLAG INTERSEX FLAG 
TRANSGENDER FLAG 12:00-2:00: 12:00-2:00: 

2:00-4:00: GENDERQUEER FLAG ASEXUAL FLAG 
BISEXUAL FLAG 2:00-4:00: 2:00-4:00: 

DEMISEXUAL FLAG AGENDER FLAG 

TluurAda/}. 10/21 Jlfidag,. 10/22 
10:00-12:00: 10:00-12:00: 

NON-BINARY FLAG AROMANTIC FLAG 

12:00-2:00: 
12:00-2:00: 

GENDERFLUID FLAG 
PENOBSCOT FLAG 

2:00-4:00: 
2:00-4:00: BLACK LIVES MATTER 

LESBIAN FLAG FLAG 
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JOIN US WEEKLY ON 
WEDNESDAYS AT 

3PM ON ZOOM FOR 
LCBTQIA+ SUPPORT 

CROUP 
Starts on September 29th. 2021 

SICN UP BY EMAILING 
JULIA TANER AT 

JULIA .TAN ER@MAIN E .EDU 

THIS GROUP IS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE 
OFFICE FOR DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION AND 

THE UNIVERSITY OF MAINE COUNSELING 
CENTER . THIS GROUP IS A PRIVATE. NON · 

CONFIDENTIAL SUPPORT GROUP. 



LGBTQ+ young people, attending GYRO, discuss what pronouns mean to them.

International Pronouns Day "is an annual event that seeks to make sharing,
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respecting and educating about personal pronouns commonplace."
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Presents: 
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unch & Learn: 
Blach Cultural 

Appropriation in the 
White LGBTQ+ 

Cornrnunit~ 
featuring Rob Jackson 

\l/ ednesda~ October 20th 
12-1pm 4 

. room 31 ' 
Memorial Umond t Center 

Multicultural Stu en 

i\11 are welco~e d 
I pro'71de Free mea 
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A brief recap of Spirit Day 2020 from GLAAD. Join us for Spirit Day 2021 this

Wednesday and don't forget your purple!
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THE WILSON CENTER 
INVITES YOU TO OUR WEEKLY 

~ -" ,._ 

MlDITATION GROUr 
Thursdays 6-7Ptv1 at The Wilson Center 

67 College Ave. in Orono 

please bring a mask 

all are welcome, beginner and expert 

RSVPS APPRECIATED - ZOOM OPTION AVAILABLE BY REQUEST 
WILSON CE NTERORO N O@G tv1 A IL.CO tv1 



For more information about GLAAD's work, please visit http://www.glaad.org,

http://facebook.com/glaad, and http://twitter.com/glaad.
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THE ROBERT TALBOT 

CIVIL RIGHTS 
SPEAKER SERIES 
PROMOTING DIALOGUE AND ENGAGEMENT 
TO ADVANCE EQUALITY AND JUSTICE 

Co-ho.seed by 
The UMaine Alumni Association 

and the Greater Bangor Area Branch NAACP 

Please join us in Orono for the inauguration of 
The Robert Talbot Civil Rights Speaker Series 

Thursday, October 21, 2021 
Wells Conference Center, University of Maine 
4:30 p.m. - reception I 5:30 p.m. - program 

FEATURING 

Fighting Time co-authors 
Amy Banks and Isaac Knapper 

Register at our.umaine.edu/talbot or call 207.58 l. l l 46. 
Admission is free . This event is supported by a generous 

grant from B,mgor Savings Bank. 

All guests 12 years and older are required to present proof of fu ll vaccination against COVID-19 or 
a qualifying negative COVID-19 test to gain access to this event. See registration page for more detai ls. 

About Fighting Time, by co-authors Amy Banks and Isaac Knapper 

In 1979, 16-year-old Isaac Knapper was wrongfully convicted and sentenced to life 
in prison for the murder in New Orleans of UMaine History Professor Ronald Banks. 
However, Knapper was freed 13 years later aher it was revealed that prosecutors had 
suppressed evidence that cleared Knapper of the crime. 

Professor Banks' daughter, Amy Banks, was also 16 years old at the time of her father's 
murder. Twenty-six years later, she and Knapper met and began working together to 
process the horrific circumstances of the murder and judicial failures. 

Now close friends and advocates for racial justice and reform. the two have collaborated 
on Fighting Time. As reviewer Jennifer Thompson wrote, • Fighting Time is not just a book 
about the injustice of a wrongful conviction, but a love story of tne capacity of human 
beings to find power in the pain and healing in the harm.• 

Fighting Time will be published on November 5th. Advance copies of the book will be available for 
sale at Banks and Knapper's October 21st presentation and at The Briar Patch bookstore in Bango, 

The Univ~ity of Maine is ~ EEO/AA emplo~er and does not di5crim inate on the ~ounds of race, color, religion, sex. sexu?J orientation, transgender status, gender expression, national orig in,. 
citizenship status, age, disability, gene-tic information or JJct:eran's status in employment, £.'duration, and all other programs and activities. The fo llO'.,Ang person has been designated to handle in ­
quiries regarding norHlisaimination policies: Director of Equal OppOt'tunity, 101 North Stevens Halt Universitv of Maine, Orono. ME 04469-5754, 207.581.1226, TTY 71 1 (Maine Relay System). 



Please join us in Orono for the inauguration of the Robert Talbot Civil Rights

Speaker Series, featuring co-authors of "Fighting Time," Amy Banks and Isaac

Knapper. The event will be held on Thursday, October 21, 2021 at Wells

Conference Center from 4:30 to 7:00 pm. Registration available here:

our.umaine.edu/talbot.
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AMERICAN SIGN 
LANGUAGE CLUB 

MONDAYS 6PM-7PM 

WHATS OUR PURPOSE? 

The purpose of American Sign Language (ASL) Club is to get club members 

comfortable with signing an introduction of who they are/ where they come from in 

order to feel prepared to engage in conversation with deaf or hard of hearing 

people. Students will be a part of bridging the gap between hearing and Deaf 

cultures; they will gain new perspective. This preparedness will also come through 

learning about Deaf culture and the proper use of ASL. 

WHERE? 
We are currently meeting in front of the bear statue (on the opposite end of the 

library). When it gets too cold, we will re locate inside! 

CONTACT: 

Please direct any questions to our President, Morgan Oehler, or Vice President, 

Shanna Scribner: Morgan.oehler@maine.edu, Shanna.scribner@maine.edu 

The Unive,sity of Moine is on equ11I opportunity/uffirmolive odion insl itution . 
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Fft■■ 
T■XTDOOK 
L:IDnAftY! 

TAKE A BOOK- LEAVE A BOOK- PAY IT FORWARD 
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