


Restored Psalter Unique In-Kind Gift for 
UMaine Development Office

Richard Hollinger, head of Special Collections at 
Fogler Library, Joyce Rumery, dean of libraries at 
UMaine, and bookbinder Jonathan Robbins 
with the 314-year-old psalter Robbins recently 
restored as an in-kind gift to the university.

F
or the UMaine 
Development 
Office, almost no 
gift to the university is too 

large, small or unusual.
With that in mind, 

Hannah Whalen, develop
ment officer, recently 
helped arrange a unique 
in-kind gift to UMaine. 
She matched the book
binding skills of her 
father with the needs of 
Fogler Library's Special 
Collections for repairs to 
some of its old books.

Whalen's father,
Jonathan Robbins, is a retired high school 
English teacher from Whitefield whose 
avocation is collecting, repairing and 
rebinding rare old books. Special 
Collections has many volumes of books 
that date back to the 16th and 17th cen
turies. Some are damaged and have broken 
bindings or torn pages.

Robbins recently repaired a three- 
centuries-old French Psalter, a book of 
psalms with oversized musical notes and 
Latin lyrics used by church choirs. He 
reinforced some of the pages, straightened 
the warped calfskin cover, and recovered 
the spine. The book, bearing the characteristic 
scent of dust and aging paper, was pub
lished in 1697 in Paris and donated to 
Special Collections in the early 1970s.

"This has really been a godsend for us 
because we just don't have the money for 

book restoration," says 
Richard Hollinger, head 
of Special Collections. 

Robbins, a UMaine 
alum who earned a mas
ter's degree in liberal 
studies at UMaine in 1993, 
says the repaired Psalter is 
good for another century, 
and now can be used for 
historical research or even 
in performance by one of 
the university's choral 
ensembles.

"The goal is to make 
it a useable book," 
Robbins says.

Donating skills to UMaine is one form 
of in-kind giving, Whalen says, but book
binding, in this case, "is a very unique in- 
kind gift, because nothing like this has 
ever been done before."

More common are gifts in the form of 
labor and materials, such as those donated 
for the restoration of the Fogler Library 
steps and terrace. Some people lend their 
expertise to the university as volunteer 
consultants, like the arborists who advised 
the Campus Arboretum and Beautification 
Committee when it was researching the 
types of shade trees that might be used to 
replaced the existing ash on the mall.

The UMaine Development Office 
receives and coordinates gifts and dona
tions for any number of immediate needs 
on campus, including capital improvement 
projects.

MCA Event
Will Rogers Follies

May 11, 7 p.m., Hutchins Concert Hall

According to Whalen and Patricia 
Cummings, senior development officer, 
there are many talented people in Maine 
who may not realize their skills could be 
valuable to the university.

"We like people to be involved and 
share their talents," Cummings says. 
"There are as many ways to donate as 
there are talents. The book restoration was 
using a very specific talent to help the 
university."

Whalen says all gifts are welcome. The 
Development Office also has a list of nam
ing opportunities for a variety of campus 
projects, she adds.

"These naming opportunities are 
designed to match an array of donor 
interests," she says. "In whatever capacity 
a donor chooses to give to the university, 
the Development Office is ready to help 
coordinate and facilitate the entire giving 
and recognition process." ■

Osher from page 1

compost is good for gardens and good for the planet. An aerated 
compost pile helps the decomposition processes — the breaking 
down of rotting matter into reusable, recyclable nutrients and CO2. 
Compost spread on soil feeds plants and the microbes that assist 
in keeping soil healthy.

Tossing organic waste in the trash, and ultimately landfills, 
results in anaerobic decomposition. This creates methane gas, a 
greenhouse gas four times more damaging to the Earth's atmos
phere than carbon. It also wastes organic food for the soil.

Chemical fertilizers may create quick results for vegetable and 
flower gardens, but Osher compares them to feeding a child 
marshmallows, instead of a balance of foods that break down and 
provide energy over a longer period of time.

At UMaine, Osher continues to study how people are changing 
the environment, focusing in a recent study with graduate student 

Teresa Thornton on the movement of an herbicide used on 
blueberry fields into ground and surface waters. In another 
project, Osher studied the degree to which biosolids — composted 
wastewater treatment sludge—release heavy metals into the soil 
and water when used in place of topsoil.

Osher also is the coach for UMaine's student soil judging team, 
which competes throughout the Northeast.

In the fall, UMaine will host the regional soil judging competi
tion. Soil-judging teams from nine colleges or universities will 
come to Orono to learn about the soils of Maine and test their 
soil-describing skills.

To soil scientists like Osher, assessing soils is as specialized a 
discipline as assessing fine wines or distinguishing between differ
ent blends of coffee—but one that most people take for granted. ■



Publications & Presentations

Richard Blanke, professor, history, "The Foreign 
City: Breslau, 1945," Slavic Review (Spring 2006).

Richard Brucher, associate professor, English, 
"Piracy and Prophecy in Heywood's Fortune by 
Land and Sea," Renaissance Society of America 
Conference, San Francisco, Calif. (March 23,2006).

Maria Equiza, former post-doctoral researcher; 
Michael Day, associate scientist, ecosystem sci
ence; and Richard Jagels, professor, forest biology, 
"Physiological Responses of Three Deciduous 
Conifers (Metasequoia Glyptostroboides, 
Taxodium Distichum and Larix Laricina) to 
Continuous Light: Adaptive Implications for the 
Early Tertiary Polar Summer," Tree Physiology 
(March 2006).

Nathan Godfried, professor, history, "Broadcast 
Journalism and Organic Intellectuals: Leftist 
Radio News Commentators, 1945-1950," paper 
at The Joint Meeting of the American Journalism 
Historians Association and The Association for 
Education in Journalism and Mass 
Communication—History Division, Fordham 
University, New York (March 18, 2006).

Gisela Hoecherl-Alden, assistant professor, 
German, modern languages and classics, 
keynote address, "English is Not Enough: 
Promoting Cultural Proficiency in a Global 
Community," annual conference, Foreign 
Language Association of Maine, Portland 
(March 9); also, Hoecherl-Alden and Jennifer 
Peterson, University of Minnesota-Twin Cities, a 
presentation, "Envisioning Culture: 
Intermediate Students Read Literature Across 
Disciplines," annual Northeast Conference on 
the Teaching of Foreign Languages, New York 
City (March 31, 2006).

Dilip K. Lakshman, former research scientist, 
Chunyu Liu, former graduate student, Prashant 
K. Mishra, former postdoctoral fellow, and 
Stellos Tavantzis, professor, fungal genetics, 
"Characterization of the Arom Gene in 
Rhizoctonia Solani, and Transcription Patterns 
Under Stable and Induced Hypovirulence 
Conditions," Current Genetics (March 2006).

David H. Lambert, associate professor, plant, 
soil and environmental sciences; Alvin Reeves, 
UMaine potato breeder, Aroostook Farm; Robert 
W. Goth, retired, USDA, Beltsville, Md. and 
Aroostook Farm; Garland S. Grounds, scientific 
technician biological sciences, Aroostook Farm; 
Elbridge A. Giggie, scientific technician, plant 
soil and environmental sciences, Aroostook 
Farm, "Relative Susceptibility of Potato Varieties 
to Streptomyces scabiei and S. acidiscabies," 
American Journal of Potato Research (Jan.-Feb. 2006).

Ivan Manev, associate professor, management, 
two lectures: "Exploring Business Opportunities 
in Central and Eastern Europe," to a business 
audience; and "Doing Business in the Czech 
Republic and Hungary," to MBA students; and 
a presentation, "Leadership and Innovation: The 
Role of Cultural Moderators," to a faculty audi
ence, the Emerging Markets Initiative, Youngs
town State University, Ohio (Feb. 28-March 1, 
2006).

Vishakha Maskey, former graduate student; 
Tesfa G. Gebramedhin, professor, agricultural 
and resource economics, West Virginia 
University; and Timothy J. Dalton, assistant 
professor, resource economics and policy, "Social 
and Cultural Determinants of Collective 
Management of Community Forest in Nepal," 
Journal of Forest Economics (2006).

Lawrence M. Mayer, professor; oceanography; 
Linda L. Schick, research associate, lab coordi
nator, Darling Marine Center; Krysia Skorko, 
former summer intern, Research Experience for 
Undergraduates program; Emmanuel Boss, 
associate professor, oceanography, "Photo
dissolution of Particulate Organic Matter from 
Sediments," Limnology And Oceanography (March 
2006).

Jessica P. Miller, assistant professor, philosophy, 
"Defining 'Research' in Rural Healthcare Ethics 
Research," The American Journal of Bioethics 
(March-April 2006).

Josef Vesely, Czech Geological Survey, Prague, 
Czech Republic; Vladimir Majer, Czech 
Geological Survey, Prague, C.R.; Jiri Kopacek, 
Academy of Sciences, Hydrobiological Institute, 
Ceske Budejovice, C.R.; J. Safanda, Academy of 
Sciences, Geophysical Institute, Prague, C.R.; 
and Stephen A. Norton, professor, geological 
sciences, "Increasing Silicon Concentrations in 
Bohemian Forest Lakes," Hydrology and Earth 
System Sciences (2005).

Scott Peterson, lecturer, English; Allison 
Whitney and Eric Beenfeldt, lecturers, electrical 
and computer engineering, the American 
Society for Engineering Education, New 
England Section conference, presentation and 
proceedings publication, "Engineers Take On 
Writing: Integrating Technical Writing 
Instruction in Second- and Third-year 
Engineering Courses" (March 2006).

Daniel Sandweiss, professor, anthropology and 
climate change, dean and associate provost for 
graduate studies, and Sigma Xi Distinguished 
Lecturer, presentation, "Ancient Fishermen: 
13,000 Years of South American Maritime

Adaptation," Eckerd College, St. Petersburg, Fla. 
(Feb. 2006); and "Explorations with Thor 
Heyerdahl: Peruvian Pyramids and a Cuban 
Connection," Roche Pharmaceuticals, Nutley, 
NJ., and University of Puerto Rico in Mayaguez 
(March 2006).

Janet E. Spector, associate professor, education; 
and Theodore Coladarci, professor, education, 
"Teacher Judgment and Student Test Scores: 
Which Is the Better Predictor of Subsequent 
Reading Performance?"; also Coladarci, "School 
Size, Student Achievement and the 'Power 
Rating' of Poverty: Substantive Finding or 
Statistical Artifact?"; and Robert Ervin, superin
tendent, Bangor School Department, and 
Coladarci, "Full-Day vs. Half-Day Kindergarten: 
Proximal and Distal Effects on Academic 
Achievement," all at the 2006 meeting of the 
American Educational Research Association, 
San Francisco.

Calendar

For a full listing of UMaine activities 
and calendar events, check the Web at:
http://calendar.umaine.edu

Save the Date!
Go Blue Friday 

May 12
Commencement

Alfond Arena, May 13

Online Resources
UMaine

www.umaine.edu

Inside UMaine
www.umaine.edu/insideumaine

UMaine Today Online
www.umaine.edu/umainetoday

UMaine Today magazine
www.umainetoday.umaine.edu

MaineSci Journal
www.umaine.edu/mainesci

Go Black Bears
http://goblackbears.collegesports.com
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