The University of Maine

DigitalCommons@UMaine
General University of Maine Publications

University of Maine Publications

6-13-2002

UMaine, Maine Maritime Team Up to Train Future Teachers
Kay Hyatt
College of Education & Human Development, University of Maine

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/univ_publications
Part of the Higher Education Commons, and the History Commons

Repository Citation
Hyatt, Kay, "UMaine, Maine Maritime Team Up to Train Future Teachers" (2002). General University of
Maine Publications. 1930.
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/univ_publications/1930

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by DigitalCommons@UMaine. It has been accepted for
inclusion in General University of Maine Publications by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@UMaine.
For more information, please contact um.library.technical.services@maine.edu.

5/23/2021

UMaine, Maine Maritime Team Up to Train Teachers

The Wayback Machine - https://web.archive.org/web/20030727220855/http://www.ume.maine.edu:80/~cofed/ ...
i:;::college of Education and Human Development masthead

College of
Education &
Human
Development
Academic
Programs
Research &
Resources
Contacting
the Colleg~
FacultY. &
Staff
Colleg~
Happening~
Links
TechnologY.
Maine
School
LeadershiPNetwork
Penguis
Regional
Admin
Support
.SY.stem
The
U niversitY. of
Maine

Selected News Release
UMaine, Maine Maritime Team Up to Train Future
Teachers
Contacts:
Kay Hyatt
University of Maine
(207) 581-2761

Janice B. Zenter
Maine Maritime Academy
(207) 326-2256
ORONO, Maine-A resourceful agreement between The University of Maine and Maine
Maritime Academy is intended to expedite the initial certification process for a select group
of aspiring educators and help address the severe shortage of mathematics and physical
science teachers. The three-year pilot program, beginning this fall, opens access for MMA
students to secondary science/mathematics education courses at UMaine.
Under the agreement, the UMaine College of Education and Human Development will
allocate at least three spaces per semester in its teacher-training sequence of courses for
MMA students. Successful completion of the required educational methods and foundations
courses, plus development of a professional portfolio will position the students to seek either
conditional or provisional certification when they receive their baccalaureate degree from
MMA.
MMA, located in Castine, is a public college specializing in ocean and marine oriented
programs, with emphasis on engineering, transportation, management and ocean sciences.
The students' strong background and courses in math and science at MMA will satisfy state
certification in the specific discipline areas. MMA students participating in the program will
meet the same prerequisite and Teacher Candidacy guidelines as UMaine students pursuing
educational degrees and certification. MMA, which is responsible for selection of qualified
teacher candidates for the pilot, will support appropriate educational field experience and
internship opportunities for their students.
Completion of the coursework will allow MMA students to be hired under conditional
certification. Many schools unable to find licensed teachers, particularly in the severe
shortage areas of math, physical science and foreign languages, employ individuals who are
knowledgeable in their field of expertise, but do not have teaching degrees or certification.
Hired under conditional certification, these teachers are required by the Maine Department of
Education to complete specified education coursework in order to receive provisional, or
initial, certification. The time-consuming process of finding the required courses and
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commuting to classes can further complicate a new teacher's already difficult schedule and
discourage other capable potential K-12 educators.
"The MMA agreements taps into one more valuable source of potential science, math and
technology teachers for the state's middle schools and high schools," says UMaine College
of Education and Human Development Dean Robert Cobb. "It is a strong example of how
Maine's higher education institutions can work cooperatively in the interest of Maine
students at all levels."
"As a career-oriented college, this agreement provides expanded employment opportunities
for Maine Maritime students," says John Barlow, MMA vice president for academic affairs
and dean of the college. "This teaching certification is particularly well suited to our students
majoring in Marine Science."
The agreement also enables MMA students to apply to UMaine's fifth-year Master of Arts in
Teaching program or the Master of Education in Environmental Science Education program,
beginning in January 2003. Both graduate programs lead to teacher certification. The
graduate programs will accommodate at least two MMA students per academic year.
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