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The group also agreed that the Land-Grant status of its respective universities, with their 
teaching, research and service mission and resources, is a unique regional strength that 
should be a louder and more persuasive voice in the educational policy arena. 

The potential for resources and technical assistance in developing and implementing 
regional projects was bolstered by the attendance and assurance of representatives from 
major educational improvement organizations such as the New England Association of 
Schools and Colleges, the Northeast and Islands Regional Educational Laboratory, and 
the Eisenhower Regional Alliance for Mathematics and Science Education Reform. 

Among suggestions for possible future collaboration through a regional consortium 
among the universities are: 

• A state-by-state review of constitutional language mandating support of education, 
examining the often archaic language in light of today's needs 

• Providing opportunities for faculty and student exchanges and/or internships to 
experience New England's urban or rural environments, and ethnic and cultural 
diversity 

• Creating a regional data base, and a clearinghouse for resources and information 
• Building a capacity for regional research, policy analyses and dissemination 
• Developing a regional mission statement, consistent with the Land-Grant mission, 

on improving equity and education 
• Establishing a technology contact at each university to keep abreast of changes and 

possibilities for collaboration. 
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