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With President's Acceptance of Task Force Report

In Perspective

Technology Meets Society
p age 3

UM Looks Ahead with a Plan of Action

With the acceptance of the Univer
sity of Maine’s Task Force on Pro
gram and Budget Review report last
week by University of Maine Presi
dent Dale Lick that trims $4.1 mil
lion from the coming fiscal year’s
budget, UM now has a plan of action
for coping with what is expected to be
a three-year period of reduced pro
grammatic budgets.
It is a time to “look forward to to
morrow as opposed to looking back,”
said Lick of the Task Force recom
mendations in response to the deap
propriation of state funding. It also is
a time to come together as a Univer
sity community. While the trauma
and shock of the last five months
have left few untouched on campus,
and other problems are sure to arise
as a result of the required belt-tight
ening, the positive momentum the
University experienced in recent

Survey Finds
More Mainers
Going Hungry
Second Time Around

Tuning in at WMEB
pages
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Hunger in Maine increased sub
stantially during the past decade and
the problem continues to grow, ac
cording to a survey of private and
charitable relief organizations con
ducted by five University of Maine
students and their professor in an
Honors Program seminar.
Their report, “Emergency Food Aid
in Maine: A Survey of Voluntary As
sistance to the Hungry,” is based on
information gathered from 67 organi
zations that provide meals or food to
needy people in communities around
the state.
Although the results do not repre
sent the full extent of the problem of
hunger in Maine and the voluntary
battle to combat it, the survey is sig
nificant, according to William
Whitaker, associate professor of so
cial work and seminar leader. It is
the first study of hunger and the pri
vate provision of services for the hun
gry in Maine, and it underscores the
growing numbers of hungry individu
als, families and children in the
state, he said.
The students began their research
by compiling a list of about 180 pri
vate and charitable meal and food
providers, including food pantries,
soup kitchens and emergency food
assistance organizations. They then
continued on page 3

Editor's Note: This is the
final issue of Maine Perspec
tive for the 1989-90 academ
ic year. Maine Perspective
will return in August.

years will not grind to a halt.
It will, however, be slower.
“We’ve gone through very difficult
times before,” said Lick. “In the early
‘70s and into the ‘80s, this Universi
ty was very badly under-funded and
our people went the extra mile to de
liver the services. Our faculty and
staff gave the University more than
the state deserved based on the

funding level. I’m hoping that this
good University of Maine tradition
will live again and the attitudes will
be can-do attitudes, making the most
with what we’ve got. We have good
people, we’re very fortunate.
“We have so much positive mo
mentum going right now that’s taken
us from where we were as an institucontinued on page 2

Arts and Humanities Dean Named
Leslie Flemming, an administra
tor and professor at the University of
Arizona, will become dean of the Uni
versity of Maine College of Arts and
Humanities July 1.
A South Asian and Middle East
scholar, Flemming will head the
seven-department college, which en
compasses English, history, philoso
phy, foreign languages, art, theatre/dance, and music. Flemming’s
recent appointment by the University
of Maine Board of Trustees also in
cludes the position of professor of
foreign languages.
Flemming, who joined the Univer
sity of Arizona faculty in 1972, is an
associate professor of Oriental stud
ies and of Women’s Studies. Since
1987, she has been associate dean of
the Faculty of Social and Behavioral
Sciences in the College of Arts and

Sciences, comprised of 24 units, in
cluding instructional departments,
research institutes and various stud
ies programs. Also in her administra
tive capacity, she has served as a
member and chaired advisory, review
and policy-making committees.
A graduate of Carleton College,
Northfield, Minn., Flemming earned
her master’s degree in Indian studies
and her Ph.D. in Indian languages
and literatures at the University of
Wisconsin. She has written, edited,
reviewed and presented many arti
cles, books, papers and other works
in her major fields of interest, which
are the history of American women
missionaries in North India, women’s
education in North India and Pak
istan, religions of South Asia and the
Middle East, and contemporary Urdu
and Hindi literature.

T hree o f the U niversity of M aine's top honors have been aw arded to, left
to right, S tephen N orton, Alan K im ball and H erbert Hidu. Hidu received
the 1990 Presidential Public S ervice A ch ievem en t A w ard, N orton the 1990
Presidential R esearch and C reative A ch ievem en t A w ard, and K im ball the
1990 D istinguished M aine P rofessor A w ard. C om plete sto ry on page 2.
Photo by Jack Walas
MAINE PERSPECTIVE 1

UM Bestows Top Honors
University of Maine faculty were
recognized for outstanding service
and academic achievement at the
first annual University of Maine Hon
ors Convocation.
Herbert Hidu, professor of animal
and veterinary sciences at UM’s Ira
C. Darling Center in Walpole, is the
recipient of the 1990 Presidential
Public Service Achievement Award
given annually in recognition of pub
lic service as one of the University’s
missions. The 1990 Presidential Re
search and Creative Achievement
Award for distinguished research
went to Stephen Norton, UM profes
sor of geological sciences.
Alan Kimball, UM associate pro
fessor of forest technology, received
the 1990 Distinguished Maine Pro
fessor Award, given annually to a
tenured faculty member who is out
standing in education and, above all,
to students. It recognizes teaching
effectiveness, and professional and
scholarly accomplishments. The
award is funded and sponsored by
the UM Alumni Association and the
Class of 1942.
Hidu, who joined the UM faculty
in 1970, was cited for instigating and
sustaining the aquaculture industry
on the East Coast. He is best known
for his pioneering research work in
the area of polyploidy, the technique
of utilizing extra chromosomes, and
was the first scientist to develop
polyploidy techniques that were com
mercially feasible. As a direct result
of his work, these techniques are
now in use on the West Coast and,
according to the citation, it is only a
matter of time before they will be
adapted to commercially important
species of shellfish in the East. Hidu
also was recognized for his efforts to
develop an oyster aquaculture indus
try in Maine and for his teaching ex
pertise.
Norton, who came to UM in 1968,

Is described as “an outstanding sci
entist and creative researcher” who
helped make UM a leader in the field
of geology. Norton was commended
as a scholar/researcher with an in
ternational reputation. A largely selftrained low-temperature geochemist,
he was among the first to study soci
ety’s effects on lakes and impound
ments over long periods of time. He
was cited for his studies on acidic
precipitation, for his numerous pub
lications and lectures, for his teach
ing expertise, and for his active in
volvement in a variety of scientific so
cieties and organizations.
Kimball, a UM faculty member
since 1981, is best known for his
work in long-term forest ecosystem
studies and for his courses in forest
management, silviculture and wild
land fire management. He was voted
Distinguished Forest Resources Pro
fessor by all students of the College
of Forest Resources both in 1986 and
1988. Honored for his public service,
Kimball has served as park ranger in
visitor orientation at Acadia National
Park, as a professional forester pro
moting techniques leading to im
proved integrated management of
small non-industrial private wood
lands, worked with Maine tree farm
ers in improved planting and har
vesting techniques, and conducted
numerous workshops, seminars and
field trips.
Public service commendations also
were presented to: James Dill, Pest
Management Extension specialist and
educator, for the development of Inte
grated Pest Management Systems for
noxious insects and other arthropods:
Gerald Herlihy, director of the On
ward Program where hundreds of eco
nomically disadvantaged and/or mi
nority students access UM resources:
and Paul Reno, associate professor of
microbiology for improved aquacul
ture and fisheries management.

U niversity of M aine P rofessor of Political S cience E u g ene M aw hinney,
center, w as honored recently w ith a retirem ent party. On hand to greet
M aw hinney and his w ife, A nne, w as K enneth H ayes, chair o f the Political
S cience D epartm ent. Several hundred w ell-w ish ers turned out to honor
M aw hinney w ho has spent the last 31 years at UM. M aw hinney served as
d epartm ent chair from 1966-75, and from 1978-90, devoted h im self to
teaching constitutional law and to d evelo ping th e p re-law advising p ro
gram . He w as nam ed the D istinguished P rofessor of the Year in 1982 and
served as C o m m en cem en t M arshall for 18 years. His extern al service was
equ ally im pressive, including a pp o in tm en ts by three d ifferent govern o rs
to the M aine Judicial C ouncil. In 1987, M aw hinney w as nam ed recipient
of the M aine S tate Bar A sso ciatio n 's annual D istinguished S ervice A w ard.
Photo by Jack Walas

Lick Tapped for Hall o f Fame
University of Maine President Dale
Lick is among 18 former Georgia
Southern College athletes, coaches,
administrators and supporters in
ducted into the Georgia Southern
Athletic Hall of Fame this month.
Those inducted are given credit for
helping build the “fine tradition of
Georgia Southern athletics,” accord
ing to Georgia Southern Athletic Di
rector David Wagner.
Lick served as president of Georgia
Southern from 1978-1986. In being
named to the Hall of Fame, Lick was

Budget
tion trying to catch up to being a
fine, first-class institution in the
‘90s. People have bought into that,
they’re excited and want to move on
and do it - be that outstanding uni
versity in the ‘90s. This cut is going
to stop us from doing some of that,
going to make it harder to do some of
the things we know need to be done.
But we’re not changing our general
heading. We’re still that state univer
sity that’s trying to be a model insti
tution for serving the needs of the
people of the state and the state.”
The three fold mission of the Uni
versity - teaching, research and pub
lic service - will remain intact, the
President said. But the budget cuts
will mean changes in each area.
Overall, 45 faculty positions and
91 professional and staff positions
will be not continued, will remain
unfilled or will be terminated. Ap
proximately half the discretionary
travel, one third of all equipment
purchases, and 5 percent in supplies
for operating expenses will be cut.
Services within the University com
munity - including facilities manage
ment and mail service - and to exter
nal constituents will be reduced.
It is expected that there will be
500 fewer first-year students “partly
because of the psychology a budget
2 MAINE PERSPECTIVE

cited for initiating a feasibility study
to research football in 1981, and a
year later “resurrecting” the school’s
football program. In addition, it was
noted that he started Georgia South
ern’s nursing, ROTC and rural health
programs, headed active affirmative
action programming with the hiring
of the institution’s first affirmative
action officer, began a university sta
tus campaign, and appointed com
mittees to work toward doctoral pro
grams, campus planning and devel
opment.

continued from page 1
cut creates, and partly because of 45
fewer faculty,” said Lick. “You can’t
cut out that many positions and not
take away some opportunities for
people.” In addition, for the fifth con
secutive year, academic standards for
admission to the University of Maine
have been raised. And the number of
high school graduates in Maine con
tinues to decline.
For students already enrolled at
UM, the budget cuts will impact
them the least. Fewer sections of
classes will be offered, and many will
have larger enrollments. Many of the
classes not being offered will be in
University College.
“The core academic programs will
go on almost as they are, and no one
should miss graduating because of
these cuts,” said Lick. “However, the
faculty will feel the impact because
they won’t get as much new equip
ment and travel money that they
need very badly.”
The advances in research UM has
experienced in recent years will con
tinue, Lick said. “I don’t believe we’ll
curtail our research in any apprecia
ble way because the bulk of the peo
ple - the core faculty and the equip
ment they have - will still be here.
And the graduate students will still
be here. Last year we had a record

amount of outside funding coming
in; this year we’re running 20 per
cent ahead of last year. Our faculty
keeps getting stronger, our equip
ment and facilities keep getting a lit
tle better, and now our graduate stu
dents will be getting better stipends.”
One of the most difficult chal
lenges in higher education today is
in “making those tough decisions to
make the changes needed to serve
properly into the future,” said Lick.
“It will take a fair amount of pruning
of things that have value but in fact
aren’t as valuable as other things we
need to be doing.
“We are now turning to the other
land grant institutions in New Eng
land and they’ve got the same prob
lems we’ve got. All of us can’t afford
to have six of everything in New Eng
land. We need to cooperate and
make trade offs, and we’re working
on that. Collectively we can offer a
rich array of programs in New Eng
land by cooperating.”
It is that same sense of coopera
tion that is needed among members
of the University community, he
said. “It is going to be a difficult time
for us. I’m hopeful that people do
buy into community involvement that we’re here together as one com
munity. What the Task Force has

recommended and I’ve accepted is
the University’s plan.
“It becomes a question of whether
you see the half full or half empty
glass. If you see the half full glass,
then you try and make the most out
of it and do the best you can. A posi
tive attitude allows you to accomplish
more than you normally could.
‘This is the first time since I’ve
been at the University of Maine that
we’ve had this death-in-the-family
kind of experience (the serious bud
get reductions). But now we’re in the
position of dealing with it objectively.
We must begin to put things together
and redesign and start planning for
the future."
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Technology and Society Project Earns NSF Grant
By Melissa Adams
In an effort to produce engineers
who understand their role in society
as well as the lab, the University of
Maine’s College of Engineering devel
oped four years ago a discipline of
courses under the title ‘Technology
and Society.” Today the project is
nationally recognized with a grant
from the National Science Founda
tion.
Developed in 1985, the Technology
and Society project now encompasses
four courses jointly offered by the
Colleges of Engineering Arts and Hu
manities: TSO 198-19-Technology
and Society, 251-Transportation and
Social Change and TSO 398-Special
Topics in Technology and Society.
The courses, funded jointly through
the University and a grant in 1989
from the National Science Founda
tion, are designed to broaden engi
neering students’ awareness of the
historical, social and cultural role of

the engineer today.
Students in the College of Engi
neering and Technology are currently
required to take 18 credit hours of
Humanities and Social Science
courses in order to earn their under
graduate degree. In the past, accord
ing to Norman Smith, dean of the
College of Engineering, many engi
neering students saw the humanities
requirement as a burden and ended
up taking classes they weren’t inter
ested in simply because they had to.
The Technology and Society courses
then became a desirable alternative
to the traditional humanities courses
because they dealt with the subjects
engineering students were interested
in as well as fulfilling the humanities
requirement.
The NSF grant gave the project the
financial support needed to develop
more classes, including a new course
this coming fall, TSO 398-Waste
Management. To be taught by George

Hunger in Maine

continued from page 1

drafted a questionnaire seeking comparative information on the type and ex
tent of services provided for the periods of Jan. 1-Feb. 1, 1989 and Jan. 1-Feb.
1, 1990.
The students sent 158 surveys. Tabulation of the 67 responses revealed
substantial increases in requests for food and in responses to help meet that
need.
In the soup kitchen category, which includes programs serving food on-site,
the number of meals served was up 68.5 percent, from 40,202 to 68,743 dur
ing the first two months of 1990 as compared to the same period in 1989. Cor
respondingly, the cost rose from $20,219 to $23,832. Total meals served dur
ing 1989 by the responding organizations was 620,884 for a yearly cost of
$172,530.
Food pantries and food banks - organizations that distribute food in the
form of groceries to be taken home - increased provision of emergency food
baskets from 6,196 for a cost of $20,381 in 1989 to 8,413 costing $40,000 in
1990. A total of 39,403 food baskets was provided during 1989, with a total
price tag of $197,761.
The research also included information on how the volunteer organizations
receive food and monetary assistance. According to the respondents, 53 per
cent comes from private donations, with churches and parishioners account
ing for approximately one-third of those resources. Nineteen percent comes
from federal and state programs, 17 percent from service organizations, and 11
percent from other food banks.
The responding organizations are also heavily dependent on volunteers to
operate the food assistance programs. Ninety-five percent noted the help of vol
unteers, and only 27 percent employed a paid staff.
The majority of the respondents are open five to seven days a week, but few
are accessible more than a total of 10 hours a week.
“It’s clear that many people in Maine rely on these programs, but because of
available resources the programs are not structured to meet these varying
needs,” Whitaker said.
Although some have guidelines for people seeking assistance, the majority
of the organizations have no requirement other than the need for food.
Organizations indicating a change in the composition of persons seeking as
sistance noted an increase in the elderly, women and the working poor. Re
quests for food are greater in the winter, and at the end of each month, reflect
ing contributing factors such as increased heating costs, the need for a warm
place, even temporarily, and the depletion of benefit or pay checks.
Lack of work and income was the most frequent response to the cause of
hunger among people receiving food from the responding organizations, with
low incomes coming in second and rising costs of living, third.
In tracking the history of the emergency relief organizations, the students
noted an increase in the number of organizations starting in the late 1970s
and continuing to the present, in response to federal cutbacks and an increase
in poverty. Only 12 opened prior to 1980, and there was a substantial increase
in the mid-’80s.
The students concur that working on the research project, which included
visits to town assistance offices and cooking a meal at a shelter for the home
less, has changed their view of hunger.
‘The existence of growing numbers of hungry individuals, families and chil
dren in our state is a public shame which demands the attention of us all,”
they concluded in the survey report. “Perhaps with increasing awareness of
what is already being done, and acknowledging that it is not enough, we can
begin to look for ways in which we can each make a difference.”
Students participating in the seminar project represent a variety of disci
plines at UM: Jean Andrews of Vinalhaven, majoring in English; Stephanie
Jones, Newburyport, Mass., chemical engineering; Timothy O’Brien of Presque
Isle, international affairs/economics; Susan Priest of Palermo, business ad
ministration; and Diane Roy of Portland, sociology.

Criner, associate professor of agricul
tural and resource economics, the
course grew out of a series of guest
lectures given in TSO 199. Other
courses offered this fall will be TSO
398-Patterns of Invention, which will
focus on the technical nature and
start of inventions in America, and
TSO 198.
According to Howard Segal, direc
tor of the Technology and Society
Project and associate professor of
history, the courses were originally
populated by students who hadn’t
decided what area of engineering to
major in. As the courses became es
tablished and began to build an au
dience, the project directors decided
to open the classes to all undergrad
uate students. While the courses are
primarily geared to engineering stu
dents, all undergraduate students
are encouraged to enroll. Over the
past four years, several hundred stu
dents from all disciplines of engi
neering have participated in the
courses, Smith said.
The fact that the courses are team
taught by both engineering and non
engineering faculty gives the stu
dents viewpoints they might not or
dinarily see in traditional engineering
classes. ‘The majority of engineering
students simply are not formally
aware of the engineer’s relationship
to society. They don’t get any kind of
systematic exposure, they’re not
asked to think critically about their
role in society,” Segal said. ‘They
usually don’t get any kind of serious
exposure to the history of technology
and the interaction between techni
cal and societal developments over
time. They’re better engineers for
having this. They’re not more compe
tent in the technical sense, but are
more competent in another sense be
cause they have a much better un
derstanding of the nature of what
they do,” he said.
The faculty of the TSO project in
cludes educators from many differ
ent disciplines across the campus,
from engineering and history, to agri
culture and law. Smith describes the
staff as “enthusiastic,” with several
teams of people researching and de

veloping new courses for the coming
semesters.
Future projects include developing
more courses for arts and science
students. While the TSO courses for
engineering students deal with the
more theoretical aspects of engineer
ing and society, the TSO courses for
arts and science students would deal
with the more technical nature of
how everyday elements of technolo
gy, such as planes, trains, cars, com
puters and telephones, operate.
The goal of the TSO project is ulti
mately to create a three-stage pro
gram: introductory courses, mid- to
upper-level courses, and the final
stage, multidisciplinary design pro
jects for juniors and seniors. The de
sign project would combine junior
and senior engineering majors with
faculty and students from other ma
jors to work together to solve a par
ticular problem. Aside from giving
the students an area in which to
apply their knowledge, the project
would also expose students to the
way engineers in “the real world”
work with non-engineers to solve
problems.
Segal calls the TSO Project “cru
cial” to the College of Engineering
and Technology. “It ideally affects
how a large portion of engineering
students look at the world, from the
beginnings of their undergraduate
education through the end of their
careers.
“It makes an increasing number of
engineering students aware of the
fact that technology doesn’t operate
in a vacuum, but rather that it is
also a social and cultural phe
nomenon,” he said.
According to Smith, the project is
very important as it covers the gap
between arts and science and engi
neering and technology. “You look at
engineering as being over here and
the rest of the world as being over
there but in fact they mingle a lot.
We can’t function as engineers ex
cept in society, and society can’t
function without engineers. We’ve got
to get the idea across that there is a
big continuum we all work on,” he
said.

W inners o f th e grand prizes aw arded at th e second annual recognition
luncheon fo r U niversity of M aine clerical and s up p o rt staff, are, left to
right: Susan S p aulding, O nw ard Program , w eeken d for tw o at th e B angor
Hilton; K aren H udgins o f the A d m issio n s O ffice, w eeken d fo r tw o at the
B angor R am ada; and Susan York of Public Safety, tw o rou n d -trip tickets
to any location serviced by C o ntin en tal A irlines in the U nited States, the
C aribbean o r M exico. T h e tickets w ere presented by Steve H ew ins, right,
president of H ew ins Travel. M ore than 300 UM em p lo yees attended the
lu n ch eo n .
Photo by Jack Walas
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The straightness of the eaves and the ridgeline attest to the soundness of the
basic construction.

Winston Pullen, left, and Hayden Soule are determined to not only save the barn
but to make it into a museum that will be a “celebration of everything that Maine’s
about."

BARN AGAIN
It’s old and getting older. It doesn’t stand quite as straight
as before. And more streaks of gray are showing now.
But there are those who are so in love with it, they can’t
bear to see it die. They don’t see the peeling paint, the
crumbling foundation, the cracked windows clouded with
decades of dust, the broken sill beam.
They see - well, they see a straight ridgepole. And they see
the chance for the realization of a dream that, one day in
the future, will be a celebration of the past.
“You look at that ridgeline and it’s just as straight,” said
Hayden “Pete” Soule, University of Maine professor of BioResource and Forest Engineering and chair of the Farm and
Home Museum Committee. “As you walk into the loft it
soars. With its post and beam construction, you get a feel
ing of openness and space.
“When we saw it, it struck us that this has got to be it.”
he two-story, 40-by- 100foot barn at the campus
crossroads across from the
Maine Center for the Arts
has been criticized and
cherished as an anachro
nism. It is said to be the
only remaining structure from the
original farm that constituted the Uni
versity of Maine at its founding in
1865. It also is useless as it now
stands. With little maintenance over
the years, it is inappropriate for most
uses other than storage.
It has been called unsightly and in
need of removal. It has been romanti
cally cited as a treasure from the past
and championed for preservation.
Ironically, both critics and support
ers will get their wishes. The aged
structure is scheduled to be moved in
the coming months.
And as barn-lovers see it, it will be
born again.
“Just look at that roofline,” said
Winston Pullen, professor emeritus of
Agricultural and Resource Economics.
“You don’t see many like that today. It
won’t be like that much longer unless
it’s moved’f Inside it has the handhewn beams and rough-cut timbers.
It’s a typical old Maine farm building.”
Almost 10 years ago, Pullen, then
associate dean of the College of Life
Sciences and Agriculture, had a vision

T
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of establishing an agriculture muse
um on campus. In quietly pursuing
alternative sites, it became clear that
what was then known as the Farm
Machinery Building on campus would
be a perfect location.
“The barn is an historical piece
itself, so it’s natural to store historical
pieces of an era there,” Pullen said.
“And we decided to call the barn the
Farm and Home Museum, a takeoff
from Farm and Home Week that used
to be here for years and drew thou
sands of people from throughout
Maine.”
Through the 1980s, interest and
support for such a museum in the old
barn waned. It wasn’t until 1986 that
the first meeting of the Farm and
Home Museum Committee took place,
spearheaded by Soule and Thomas
Christensen, UM associate professor
of BioResource and Forest Engineer
ing.
It was envisioned as being comple
mentary to the Maine Center for the
Arts - an agricultural museum juxta
posed to a major performing arts cen
ter populated by thousands of people
every year. But it was just that juxta
position of age-old versus new-age
that caused the first of many road
blocks to be put in front of the Com
mittee. And at one point, the barn was
slated for demolition. But about two

years ago, the committee was given
permission to move the barn to a loca
tion approximately 600 feet away to
the south of the Small Animal Facility.
Initially, the Committee hoped to
move the barn last summer, but it
took until this spring to privately raise
the $100,000 needed to pay for the
costs of soil test borings, a new foun
dation and moving. And once it’s
moved, the building will have to be
equipped with an elevator for accessi
bility, public restrooms, exterior insu
lation (by removing and then replacing

clapboards) and a heating system to
make it a year-round facility.
What was first thought to be an on
site restoration project quickly evolved
into a major moving effort, said Soule.
And it’s a few years and $250,000 (in
private fund-raising dollars) away
from reality. But the first big step is
almost here.
“At this point we want to move and
stabilize it,” said Soule.
This move will be the second in the
history of the barn. Originally located
on the site of what is now Merrill Hall,

On the barn’s second floor are scuttles
that could be used for dropping hay to
the horses below.

The barn, recorded to have been under construction in 1895, is of classic post and
beam construction.

Along the ridgepole of the barn is a
track used for hauling hay into the
mows.

An 1896 photo made on a glass plate
shows the barn, far left, and its mate,
the dairy bam, on the original farm site
of what is now Merrill Hall.

the barn was a mate to a large dairy
structure. The barn was under con
struction at the time the Maine Agri
cultural Experiment Station Director
Whitman Jordan was hired in 1885.
According to Pullen, it was probably
moved to its present location one win
ter in the 1920s with the help of hors
es.
It was UM’s first and only “parking
garage.”
“As I understand it, it was a horse
barn primarily and used to tether
horses of faculty and other University

employees,” said Pullen. “Through
the early years it continued to be
used as a stable for horses and bug
gies. When the dairy barn burned
they were still storing hay in this
barn. That’s when things (agricultur
ally) started moving away from cam
pus proper. And this barn got alter
native uses.”
If the Farm and Home Committee
has its way, the barn’s final use will
be as an agricultural museum. The
improvements necessary to make it a
public building will be added so as

not to interfere any more than neces
sary with the aesthetics of the struc
ture, Soule said.
The museum will include a small
conference room on the first floor and
a mezzanine on the second. It is envi
sioned as an educational resource
with displays depicting the life and
times from the mid-1800s to mid1900s, Soule said.
“We hope to get a lot of old equip
ment and tools that were used in the
early days of farming,” said Pullen. “A
lot is still available but is rapidly dis-

appearing. It’s high time we got at
this if we’re going to salvage a part of
history that was important to the
state. It includes the churches,
schools, communities, and organiza
tions that were important in support
ing the farm community.”
The museum will be filled not only
with farm machinery but with dis
plays depicting aspects of farm life a
century ago, said Soule. It could
include displays of what a kitchen
looked like back then, a one-room
schoolhouse, general store - even an
outhouse. “I see that barn as a cele
bration of everything that Maine’s
about,” Soule said. “Maine is basical
ly a society based on natural
resources - farming, fishing, forestry.
I see this as a way of celebrating our
history in the farming phase.
“More and more in the state we’re
losing a sense of our roots,” said
Soule. “I want school kids to come
and see how their great-great-grandfathers and great-great-grandmothers
lived. People see old tools and look at
them and wonder how a person could
have made a wagon wheel using sim
ple tools. There’s so much satisfac
tion in taking a piece of wood and an
old tool and transporting yourself
back in time as you shape that piece
of wood. To do things by hand has a
special feeling.
“New England farmers faced rocky
fields, shallow topsoil, and weather
that was often an enemy to people
trying to make a living farming. Their
whole life was getting up in the
morning, laboring in the fields and
forests, trying to grow enough food to
keep the family and animals going
and maybe get a little extra to sell.
Without power equipment, they were
limited to the energy ox and horse
could provide. And they had to do so
many innovative things. Tools were
invented by necessity. They were a
creative, gutsy group of folks,” Soule
said.
The goal, said Pullen is to try and
“retain some of the past of the state
and of the University,” said Pullen. “It
was an agricutural state in its begin
nings, and an agriculture college in
the early years. I hope we can show
the flavor of rural Maine as it was.”
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At WMEB-FM

The News Beat Goes On
There is a new(s) sound making
waves at the student-operated
WMEB radio station on campus.
For years, students have been
tuning in to 91.9 on the FM dial.
But this semester, the tables turned,
and WMEB’s 15-member news team
tuned into the student-dominated
audience.
The result: a crackerjack student
news team on the air six times a
day, five days a week with a “gutsy”
newscast filled with localized infor
mation of interest to students.
“News on WMEB had been halfhour newscasts three times a week,”
said John Diamond, faculty advisor
to station. “But this semester, we de
cided to go five nights a week, simi
lar to what you’d find in the socalled real world. The students were
skeptical that they would have the
time and resources to pull it off. But
they’re not only doing it, they’re
going above and beyond what is ex
pected. They’ve approached their
work as a professional commit
ment.”
Throughout the spring semester,
it was not unusual to hear Gov.
John McKernan or Sen. George
Mitchell answering questions of a
WMEB news reporter. There were
live reports from the Community Re
lations Advisory Board meetings on
campus and University of Maine
System Board of Trustee meetings in
Augusta. And the issues the news
team covered were as important as
the people they interviewed, includ
ing the measles outbreak and Uni
versity’s budget cuts.
“We ask ourselves, ‘what do I
want to know,’ and we report what
we think other people want to
know,” said Kristen Wheatley of
Wilmington, Del., WMEB co-news di
rector. “After hearing our newscasts,
someone told me you’re never left
wondering about the one thing that
was left out. And sometimes it’s
more credible coming from students
because we know the questions they
want to ask, and they’re being
asked.”
The 15 student reporters - half of
whom are working at WMEB news
as part of an advanced broadcast
news class, and half of whom are
volunteers - relate to their audience
of peers, said co-news director An
gela Helton of Presque Isle. ‘There’s
a feeling I get that students don’t be
lieve their being talked to straight
forwardly. They want to know the
facts and what’s really going on.
T h e difference this year has been
in the depth of the stories - a re
porter starts a story and follows up.
It’s not just done once and left. A lot
of times we press to get more, and
we get to the bottom of the story.”
Helton and Wheatley agree that
Diamond had a lot to do with en
couraging the news staff to be inde
pendent. He also reminded them
that politicians are public servants
and will return phone calls. But Dia
mond’s extensive political connec
tions garnered after 10 years in Au
gusta - four as House Majority Lead
er - were rarely needed by the enter
prising students.
“Only when they were stuck
would I pull out the Rolodex,” said
Diamond, who teaches the advanced
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broadcast newswriting class. “For
the most part, they learned from
their mistakes.
“I gave them an understanding of
what goes through the minds of the
people (primarily politicians) they’re
calling. We talked a lot about what
motivates people in the news and
that, for some, media is their
lifeblood. And we spent a lot of time
talking about understanding that
they have a constituency - the cam
pus community. What they want out
of news is what affects people living
on College Avenue or Hart Hall.”
The results included reporter
Susan Ezzy’s interview with Alan
Switzer about leaving the Athletic
Department, Glenn Gleason’s inter
view with Mitchell right after the
Clean Air Bill passed, an extensive
series of more than 20 stories on the
UM budget and how cuts will impact
aspects of campus life and depart
ments, and an in-depth look at the
conflicts between local law enforce
ment and students.
“The measles scare on campus
made my beat one of the busiest and
best to cover this semester,” said
Murlana MacDonald of Port Hast
ings, Nova Scotia. “It was great to
scoop the other local media.”
“By working at WMEB, I got the
experience needed to land a job in
the real world,” said Holly Hammack
of Springfield, Va., who has been
hired by an Ellsworth radio station.
“What I’ve learned (working at
WMEB) is invaluable,” said Gleason.
“I talked to the Senate President
here at the University of Maine as
well as the Senate Majority Leader in
Washington.”
Diamond describes the news team
as “gutsy - and that’s what people in
journalism need to be,” he said. “As
a group, they’ve created a very pro
fessional operation and one that’s
respected by people they cover. They
understand they are advocates for
their listeners. When they see some
thing on campus and wonder what
it’s all about, they follow up on it.
They are more analytical than other
people just learning journalism.
When they graduate, they will have
an advantage because they will have
more professional experience than a
lot of people.”
More than half of the news staff is
graduating this month, but accord
ing to Diamond, the approach to
news coverage will carry through
next fall. Management of WMEB
public affairs and news will be car
ried on by Hammack as public af
fairs director, Helton as news direc
tor, and Jason Lenardson of Waldoboro and Michelle Shakespeare of
Hampden as assistant news direc
tors.
“Now we’re on five nights a week
with usually four or five campus-re
lated stories in a 20-minute news
cast,” said Diamond. T h at means
there’s a lot of news coverage being
generated by students. No one else
is providing that on a regular basis.”
T h e news resource here put to
gether by students gives extensive
coverage to every aspect of the Uni
versity community, in my opinion.
It’s the most complete coverage
available to the people of the com
munity.”

A gallery on the third flo o r of the H udson M useum has been nam ed in
honor of retiring d irecto r R ichard Em erick, center. On hand to greet Em erick and his w ife, M arilyn, is David Sanger, p rofessor of a n th ro p o lo gy
and q u aternary studies. In his 32 years at UM, it is estim ated that E m er
ick instructed at least 40,000 students in day and evening classes. A re
cipient of the M aine D istinguished P rofessor A w ard, E m erick w as re
sponsible for a pioneering televisio n cou rse in anthropology, and th e fo r
m ation of one of the prem ier u n d erg rad uate a nth ro p o lo gy d ep artm en ts in
New England, am ong his m any accom plish m en ts. B efore com ing to the
U niversity in 1958, Em erick conducted field research in the A rctic, the
Pacific Islands and the A m erican S o u th w est. S h o rtly after his arrival at
UM, he form ed the U niversity of M aine A n th ro p o lo g y M useum and w as
nam ed its director. Through his teach in g and m useum d isplays, Em erick
has introduced tho u san d s of M aine people young and old to the w ide d i
versity of peoples and custom s around the w orld.
Photo by Jack Walas

Giving Peace a Chance
Editor's Note: The following article
was written fo r Maine Perspective by
the Steering Committee of the Univer
sity o f Maine Peace Studies Program
Peace Studies at the University of
Maine during the past two years has
become a flourishing interdisci
plinary academic program. Peace
Studies attempts to understand vio
lence and its causes, to explore
short- and long-term strategies for
eliminating the causes of violence,
and to develop skills for the peaceful
resolution of conflict.
Students participating in the
Peace Studies Interdisciplinary
Course Concentration enroll in PS
201, historical and humanities per
spectives on peace, and PS 202, sci
entific and social scientific perspec
tives on peace, which provide the
foundation for understanding the
causes and consequences of conflict
and violence. At least four additional
courses are taken from the more
than 30 peace-related courses of
fered by faculty in programs includ
ing English, physics, history, politi
cal science, sustainable agriculture,
sociology, counselor education, phi
losophy, honors, economics, social
work, education, anthropology, and
zoology. A senior project in peace
making provides the capstone for the
Peace Studies concentration.
There are more than 300 Peace
Studies Programs in public and pri
vate universities and colleges
throughout the United States. The
UM Program was initiated following
the establishment of Naval ROTC at
UM in 1984. In response to concerns
of faculty and board members of the

University of Maine Board of
Trustees established a committee
chaired by Trustee Robert Dunfey to
investigate the absence of institu
tional committment to peace studies.
The committee and other trustees
pledged support for the principles of
peace studies and proposed a UM
initiative.
In May 1987, the faculty of the
College of Arts and Sciences ap
proved a concentration in Peace
Studies, with 18 faculty offering 20
peace-related courses from various
disciplines. In May 1988, the pro
gram was provided $23,500 by the
UM administration. Emily Markides
was hired as a part-time interim di
rector and an office was opened.
Today, more than 50 faculty and
staff from the Orono campus partici
pate in the program. Outreach to
other Maine universities and col
leges, and to communities through
out the state has resulted in a grow
ing network of University and com
munity members engaged in plan
ning and participating in the cours
es, seminars, workshops, and con
ferences offered by Peace Studies at
UM.
In addition to this year’s major
work on curriculum development
and outreach, the Program spon
sored an international conference on
sustainable development; conducted
a colloquium on the role of the Unit
ed Nations in peace, security, and
sustainable development; hosted a
six- lecture series with nationally
prominent authorities such as Rear
Admiral Eugene Carroll discussing
cruise
continued on page 7

All events are free and open to the
public unless otherwise specified.
Any speaker not otherwise identified
is a member of the University of
Maine faculty, staff or student body.
For ticket information on athletic
events, call xBEAR; for ticket infor
mation on Maine Center for the Arts
events, call the box office, xl755.
Send notices of upcoming campus
events at least two weeks in advance
to: Maine Perspective Calendar
Public Affairs
Calendar of events listings MUST be
typewritten following the formula:
Title of Event, Date, Place, Admis
sion, Phone Number for More Info
For more information, call x3745.

SATURDAY, May 12
Ecumenical Baccalaureate
Service, 8 a.m.. Wells Com
mons Lounge. 866-4227.
ROTC Tri-Service Commis
sioning Exercises, 8 a.m.,
101 Neville Hall.
176th University of Maine
Commencement, 10:30 a.m.,
Alumni Field.

Calendar
M A Y

THURSDAY, May 17
“The Klezmer Tradition,” by
Henkus Netzky, part of Yid
dish Stories and Culture:
Voices at the Crossroads of
Time and Place Series, 7:30
p.m., Jewish Community
Center, Bangor.
FRIDAY, May 18
“Performance Appraisal:
How to Do and How to Use
the Results of Formal
Employee Performance As
sessments,” by Philip Grant,
professor of management,
Husson College, 9 a.m.-4

1 3 - 3 1

p.m., Hilltop Conference Cen
ter. x4092.
GIS in Municipal Planning
1190 Conference, 9 a.m.-4
p.m., Neville Hall. x4136.
THURSDAY, May 24
“At the Crossroads: Jews in
Eastern Europe Today,” a
documentary presented by
Yale Strom, part of Yiddish
Stories and Culture: Voices at
the Crossroads of Time and
Place Series, 7:30 p.m., Jew
ish Community Center, Som
erset Street, Bangor.

a.m.-4 p.m., June 2 and 16.
Admission. x4092.
Noetic Studies Conference:
“Gaia Consciousness: Trans
forming Our Relationship to
the Earth,” 8 a.m.-5 p.m.,
May 18-19, 101 Neville Hall.
x2609.

ONGOING EVENTS
“The Boys Next Door,” a
play by Tom Griffin, produced
by the Marsh Island Stage
Company, 8 p.m., May 11-13,
Ram’s Horn. Admission. 8272917.

“LawPrep: An Intensive
Seven-Week Course to Pre
pare You for Law School,” by
Katherine Delsack, J.D.,
LL.M., President of LawPrep
and Wayne Doane, J.D., Prac
ticing Attorney, Mondays and
Wednesdays, 6-9 p.m., May
14-June 27, Saturdays, 9

“Certificate in Management
Program: Negotiating Your
Way to Success,” by Kenneth
Winters, Atlantic Consulting
Group, Mondays, 6-9 p.m.,
May 21 and June 4-25, 106
Murray Hall. Admission.
x4092.
“Posters From World Wars I
& II,” through May 15, Hauck
Gallery, Union. x3255.
“Wood Carvings,” provided
by Thelma and Richard McCubrey, through Aug. 24,
Hole in the Wall Gallery ex
hibit, Union. xl731.

SUMMER SCHEDULE FOR THE MAINE CENTER
FOR THE ARTS:
Ray Charles, with the Raeletts, 8 p.m., June 22.
Ricky Skaggs, 8 p.m., July 6.
Roger Whittaker, 7 p.m., July 15.
Patty Loveless, 8 p.m., July 19.
Jay Leno, 8 p.m., July 21.
John Prine/Livingston Taylor, 8 p.m., July 27.
Joan Baez, 8 p.m., August 4.
Sonus Brass Quartet, 8 p.m., August 9.
B.B. King, 8 p.m., August 16.
For ticket information, contact the Maine Center for the
Arts box office, 581-1755.

UM Cooperative Extension
Forms Food Safety Team

T h e U niversity of M aine C h am b er O rchestra w ill perform in Spain at the invitation of
M U S ID O N , an in ternational m an ag em en t agency. The 15-m em ber string ensem ble and its
conductor, A n ato le W ieck, UM assistant professor of m usic, w ill perform m ore than a
dozen con certs in as m any cities throu g h o u t Spain during the J uiy-A ug u st international
art festivals w hich attract a w o rld -w id e audience. The UM O rchestra, w hich has m ore
than 30 m em bers, is an integral part of the M usic D epartm ent since its inception. A core
of string players are going on tour.
Photo by Jack Waias

Peace Studies
missiles over Maine; co-spon
sored with the UM Honors
Program a day-long faculty
development workshop: and
in collaboration with the
U.S. /Soviet University Pairing
Project hosted a visiting peace
scholar from Kharkov State
University in the Ukraine.
The budget for the coming
year will be $17,500 - a 26
percent cut compared to last
year. In spite of a significant

reduction in financial support
from the University, the Pro
gram is expected to continue
to flourish. This year Peace
Studies raised funds more
than matching the $23,500
provided from University
sources. Faculty and commu
nity members are committed
to the Program’s continuation.
As Interim Director Markides
puts it, “During the next year
we must and we will find the

continued from page 6
support necessary to keep
Peace Studies at UM alive and
well. The issues with which
we are dealing are simply too
important to the academic
mission of our University and
to the future of humankind to
do otherwise.”
Persons who would like ad
ditional information about the
Peace Studies Program or who
would like to participate in its
work may call 581-2609.

Recent national and state
concerns about the safety of
our food supply have led to
the formation by University of
Maine Cooperative Extension
of a Food Safety Team.
This broad-based group in
cludes members from state
government, University of
Maine academic departments
and many Extension program
areas. Team Leader Mahmoud
El-Begearmi, said that the
mission of the team is to pro
vide credible and researchbased food safety information
and programs to people in the
state.
“Recent legislative initia
tives in Augusta demonstrate
a need for all citizens to have

access to food safety informa
tion from an unbiased
source,” said El-Begearmi.
The team also is preparing to
respond in the event of a food
safety crisis at the national or
state level.
Assistant Vice President
for Cooperative Extension Ju
dith Bailey said a main objec
tive for the team is the coor
dination of educational and
research efforts within the
University and with other
agencies concerned about the
issue.
For more information, con
tact El-Begearmi, 581-2790,
334 Hitchner Hall, University
of Maine, Orono, Maine
04469.

MPBN Honored with CanadianAmerican Understanding Award
The Maine Public Broad
casting Network has been
named recipient of the 1990

Friends of Peace Stud
ies are invited to a ben
efit reception following
the Joan Baez Concert,
Aug. 4, 10 p.m. Orches
tra tickets are $20,
plus a $10 tax deduct
ible donation to benefit
the Peace Studies Pro
gram. For more infor
mation or tickets, call
581-1731.

Canadian-American Under
standing Award.
The award, presented by
the University of Maine Cana
dian-American Center, recog
nizes outstanding contribu
tions to the development of
friendship and understanding
between the peoples of the
United States and Canada.
MPBN is the third recipient
of the annual award. The first
and second Canadian-Ameri
can Understanding Award
winners were Richard Warren
and Kenneth Curtis respec
tively.
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