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Rome. A first-class teacher of extensive and successful practice, 
who managed and instructed this school in a very, very profitable 
and practical manner. There is no lack of life and ambition in 
this school. This is one of the most advanced schools in our town, 
and should have the benefits of a Free High School. The school-
house in this district is not adapted to present necessities. 

D I S T R I C T No. 12. 

Miss Laura A . Page of this town had charge of the Summer 
term, and good advancement was made. Think this teacher gave 
good satisfaction to the district. 

In Winter taught by Chas. D . Austin of this town. This teacher 
has labored before in this school with general acceptation. Found 
a very full attendance and all doing well. As we were not informed 
when this school closed, it received but one visit, but trust a profit­
able term was the result. 

D I S T R I C T No. 13. 

No Summer term. Winter term taught by Miss A . E . Knowles 
of Manchester. At the first visit, your committee found a full 
school; the teacher hard at work, and the scholars interested and 
orderly. At the examination, found a small school with a fair de­
gree of improvement; the scholars and teacher quiet and happy. 
The house in this district should be properly fitted for school 
purposes. 

D I S T R I C T No. 14. 

Summer term commenced by Miss J . A. Greeley, Readfield. Af­
ter continuing" three weeks, it being a hard school to govern, it was 
deemed advisable to have it put under the charge of a firmer disci­
plinarian. The agent then engaged Miss Laura A. Fifield of Water-
ville, a graduate of the Classical Institute. W e think she commenced 
with the determination to preserve order, and make her services prof­
itable to the district, but there soon arose differences between the 
teacher and some of the larger girls that resulted in your committee 
being called to settle the matter, which was compromised by one of the 
girls withdrawing from the school without an investigation. W e 
think if this teacher had not allowed herself to have been influenced 
by parties outside the school-room, it would have been pleasanter for 
her and more profitable to the district. Some of the smaller pupils 
receiving a larger part of the attention, made good proficiency. 

Winter term taught by A. E . Mann of Casco, who came to us 
highly recommended, having had much experience, passed a very 
good examination, and had very practical ideas of methods of teach­
ing. At the first visit we found the school very quiet and never ap­
peared better, and we felt confident of a first-class school. At the 
second visit, we were very sorry to find our hopes had not been ful­
ly realized. The school had lapsed into a very difierent one than 
we visited at first, there being much whispering and idleness. While 
some had improved quite well, others had done very little. 
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deficient in order, or some other essential element. Yet , if a 
teacher is fairly successful before going there, the training received 
will fit him for better work. Other very helpful means for you is 
to attend Teachers ' Institutes, taking the " N e w England Journal of 
Education," and by visiting the schools of our best teachers. You 
can thereby gain a great many practical ideas that will enhance the 
value of your work. If you would make progressive, successful 
school workers, you must make teaching a study. W e find some 
teachers at this day who depend almost entirely upon the text 
book. T h e moment it is out of their hands they are afloat. No 
one can expect to make his pupils understand what he does not 
himself but imperfectly. " The stream cannot rise higher than 
the fountain." Therefore, lay our your work ; be thoroughly posted 
on every lesson before you come before your class ; be in earnest 
and your pupils will be ; remember that activity is a law of child­
hood ; they must and will have something to do. If the teacher is 
not very careful, this essential to success in the child may become 
a source of annoyance, if not positive trouble ; for if left to his 
own inclination it will show itself in some serious disturbance. 
Keep them engaged in something that will interest as well as in­
struct, and you will find much of the difficulty experienced in 
maintaining order overcome. 

Respectfully submitted by 

H . F . D . W Y M A N , ) S. S. Committee 
J . S. C U M M I N G S , \ of 
J . C. T A Y L O R , ) Belgrade. 
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D I S T R I C T No . 15. 

Both Summer and Winter terms were taught by John E . Downes 
of this town. A t the examination of these schools at the close, the 
scholars showed they had been thoroughly drilled in the 
branches taught, and did credit to themselves and the teacher. Mr. 
Downes has labored with praiseworthy zeal for the interest of this 
school, and his efforts have been crowned with success. 

D I S T R I C T No. 16. 

Summer term taught by Mary C. Wyman. When visited found 
excellent discipline had been established, teacher self-possessed, and 
discharging her duties satisfactorily to your committee. After a few 
weeks that dread disease diphtheria crept into the little flock, and 
spread so alarmingly that it was deemed prudent to close the school. 
Consequently received but one visit. 

Miss Marcia 12. Snow of Skowhegan, has taught the Winter term 
in a very satisfactory manner to the district. By her pleasant and 
sympathetic nature, she soon gained the love of her pupils and har­
mony and good will prevailed. After a few weeks the teacher was 
stricken by the dread disease, and for a time her life was despaired 
of, yet she survived and was able to finish her school. At our par­
tial examination, found as good improvement as could be expected. 
Ten pupils from this little district have been taken by that dread 
destroyer, diphtheria, and passed to a higher, happier and holier 
school, to be taught of Him who said: "Sufler little children, 
and forbid them not, to come unto me ; for of such is the kingdom 
of Heaven." 

D I S T R I C T No. 17, 

Summer term taught by Miss Cora Cummings of Madison. This 
is a pleasant, industrious school of small scholars, always very 
punctual and regular in attendance. Teacher active and earnest, 
yet we think should be a little firmer in government. Good im­
provement was visible. 

Winter term by H . F . D . W y m a n . W e found here some good 
talent and an eager desire to learn, scholars well disposed, sel­
dom needing reproof, punctual—quite a number that did not miss 
one half day the entire term. The parents in general are inter­
ested for their children and heartily co-operated with the teacher 
for the promotion of the best interests of the school. 

D I S T R I C T N o . 18. 

Both Summer and Winter terms taught by Miss Etta E . Lovejoy 
of Sidney. Miss Lovejoy is a young teacher, these being her first 
schools, yet her manner of teaching is superior to that of many 
older and more experienced teachers. She* is perfectly at home in 
the school room, and has a natural tact for imparting instruction 
which has made her services profitable to this school and satisfac­
tory to the district. 




