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should be deep, wide and properly formed, and of auffident inclination to
readily convey water. A street properly drained is more durable, requir-
ing less repairs, and is consequently more economical.  These remarks are
made from the belief that our streets in the central part of the Western
district, aretoo flat, insufliciently drained, and are consequntly muddy, and
easly get out of repair. The remedy, is, obvioudy, a broad, deep, and
gently curved ditch; sogently curved, that carriages can pass into and out
of it, without inconvenience, and raising the street to a proper curvature,
with a thick coating of gravel—coarse gravel. Neatness, economy and
comfort, demand that this should be done on our principal streets.

The support of the poor, from the absence of the ordinary calls fo?labor,
has been attended with more than usual expense; but not to the extent
which might reasonably have been anticipated. The hand of private
charity, and the praiseworthy efforts of organized benevolent associations,
have done much to relieve the necessties of the unfortunate, and antici-
pated the application of public funds for their relief. The necesstiesof
the times have cadled forth, in an unusua degree, the benevolent dforts of
our citizens, who are aways ready to sympathise with, and relieve, the
distressed. But let not private charity, which is not aways constant and
uniform in its relief, prevent you from a watchful care of those who are
destitute, and unable to support themselves.

| desire to call your attention to repairing and enlarging the Alms
House : and permit me, first, to bring to your notice the amount of relief
which has been there furnished during the past year. Eighty-four persons
have been received into the house, to whom has been furnished sSxteen
hundred and sixty-two weeks board, making an average of nearly twenty
weeks each; there are now in the house, thirteen who have been there
during theyear; and twenty-five who have been there from six to forty-
five weeks, averaging eighteen weeks,; thus making thirty-seven now a
the dms house. Of the forty-seven who have left, they were there fram
one day to forty-six weeks, averaging twelve and one-haf weeks. | invite
you all, persondly, to inspect the dms house; and from the enumeration
which | have given, you will not besurprised to learn that great inconve-
nience is now experienced for want of room. The young and old, the
healthy and sick, dwell in the same apartment. This is unavoidable, from
the number of inmates and the contracted limits of the dwelling. The
conveniences for doing the work for so large a family, are limited andin-
aufficient. The wooden part of the building is much out of repair, and is
hardly worth repairing. By rebuilding that of two stories, increased
accommodation would be furnished, at a moderate outlay. | ask your
early attention to this subject, and invoke such action astrue economy and
a kindly regard for the welfare of tlin eeefyit|BJitu uiuj titoWW.
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The city farm needs to be improved, thoroughly cultivated, and made
more productivé. The beef, pork, butter corn and rye, sufficient for the
family supported at the farm should be raised upon it. With the conveni-
ence of making and purchasing manure to any desirable extent, and the
facility of obtaining labor at a moderate rate, no satisfactory reason is
perceived why the farm should not be made productive and profitable, more
especially as a ready market would be found for all articles raised not
needed at the farm.

I would recommend that an orchard of the best engrafted summer, fall;
and winter fruit, adapted to our climate, be set out the present season ; and
that the same be enclosed with a live fence or hedge. By the time the
orchard would come into bearing, the hedge, with proper care would be
sufficient protection against all intrusion. The small outlay required for
this, would in a few years be amply remunerative.

The farm buildings require more or less rcpair ; the ¢ new barn” should
be made secure in its foundation; the manure housed; and the water
which is shed from the surface of the land, turned from the buildings.
The house and indeed all the buildings are exposed to the bleak west and
north west winds. They are without shelter in this respect ; this can be
so easily remedied at a slight expense, by placing on the exposed side a few
forest trees, it is surprising that it has not been done; but gentlemen, it
is for you to consider and determine, whether a reasonable outlay in
improving the farm, will not yield a bountiful return.

The law providing for the support of schools, gives you no voice directly
in their management. Indirectly, perphaps, you can exercise an influence,
which may be effective in highly promoting this important interest. You
determine the amount of funds to be raised by the city for their support,
and appoint the superintending school committee, upon whom, in a great
measure depends their success. Reports are made to you of the condition
and progress of about half of the schools of the city : the “village” or central
districts have a school committee of their own, independent of other
school organizations, and report to their own organization and not to you.
It has occurred to me that if a supervisor could be appointed, with the
concurrence of the village district, having the care of all the schools, it
might be desirable. All the schools in the city would then be brought
under the management of one person, who would devote his time to them.
The advantage would be a constant oversight, instead of the occasional visits
of the committee, and a mind constantly employed in promoting their
welfare, instead of the occasional attention of persons engaged in other
pursuits. But having made these suggestions, I refrain from making any

recommepgation ofF tire subject:
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I desire to call your attention especially to the subject of truant children,
who are growing up in ignorance, contracting vicious habits, which grow
and strengthen with their growth; elevating them for the commission of
the higher crimes which disgrace society. Such power as the law confers
upon you to remedy this evil, I doubt not you will use; in which you will
receive the countenance and support of every well disposed citizen.

In closing, I desire to say to my fellow citizens, that re-election to the
office I have held the past year, is an honor I fully appreciate, more par-
ticularly, if it may be regarded as indicating a discharge of duty not
altogether unacceptable to them. I hope to be enabled to continue the
present year the policy of the past, under the light which its experienec
may afford; and at his end it would be gratifying to me, should I be able
to retire, unscathed, from the municipal ordeal.

JAMES W. NORTH.

Avausra, March 15, 1858.
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CITY ORDINANCE.

CITY OF AUGUSTA.

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE OVERSEERS OF THE POOR.,

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Augusta, as follows:

Secrion 1. The Overseers of the Poor shall have the control and
management of the City Farm, and shall see that the same is properly
cultivated and improved. They shall employ some suitable person as
Superintendent of the Almshouse, to reside on the farm, to cultivate it and
support and provide for the paupers who may be sent there by the Over-
geers.

Secr. 2. The said Superintendent shall hold his place from the time of
his appointment until the first day of April ensuing, (unless some one is
appointed in his stead,) at such compensation as said Overseers may estab-
lish. Said Superintendent shall keep a minute and detailed account of his
receipts and expenditures in cultivating and improving the farm, and
account for all products thereon raised, sold or consumed, and of the
expense of supporting the paupers at said Almshouse, which books shall
at all times be open to the inspection of the city officers, and shall at the
end of his term of employment be left with the City Clerk. Said Super-
intendent shall give bond to the city, with satisfactory sureties, in the sum
of five hundred dollars, for the faithful performance of his duty.

Secr. 3. The said Overseers shall keep books of accounts in which the
expenditures for support of the poor shall be set down in detail, showing
the expenditure for paupers at the Almshouse, out of the Almshouse, and
the expense of paupers reimbursable from other cities and towns, separate,
and shall keep an account, showing receipts and expenditures on account
of the farm, and how much the farm has contributed for the year, toward
the support of the poor; which accounts shall be laid before the Committee
on Finance annually, in the month of March, and prior to the third Mon-
day thereof; and gaid books of account shall be left with the City Clerk

by said Qrerseurs, ut-the expirationof-their term of office,



Secr. 4. Said Overseers are authorized to settle all bills in favor or
against the city on account of the poor, and shall pay all money received
on account of the farm or the poor, furnished or supported by the city
forthwith, into the city treasury, and the Mayor shall draw warrants in
favor of said Overseers, for all payments and expenditures, in accordance
with the ordinance establishing a system of accountability, and upon settle-
ment with the Overseers by the Mayor, from time to time, their vouchers
shall be deposited with the City Clerk.

Secr. 5. Said Overseers shall give bond to the city, with satisfactory
sureties, in the sum of five hundred dollars each, for the faithful perform-
ance of their duty.

March 13, 1858.
This ordinance having had two several readings, passed to be ordained.

JAMES W. NORTH, Mayos.

In BoarD oF ALDERMEN, }

In Common CounciL, March 13, 1858.
This ordinance having had two several readings, passed to be ordained.

SAMUEL TITCOMB, Presipent.



