
The University of Maine The University of Maine 

DigitalCommons@UMaine DigitalCommons@UMaine 

Maine Women's Publications - All Publications 

12-31-1895 

Woman's Christian Temperance Union of Maine - Annual Report, Woman's Christian Temperance Union of Maine - Annual Report, 

1895 1895 

Woman's Christian Temperance Union of Maine Staff 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union of Maine 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/maine_women_pubs_all 

 Part of the Women's History Commons 

Repository Citation Repository Citation 
Staff, Woman's Christian Temperance Union of Maine, "Woman's Christian Temperance Union of Maine - 
Annual Report, 1895" (1895). Maine Women's Publications - All. 656. 
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/maine_women_pubs_all/656 

This Report is brought to you for free and open access by DigitalCommons@UMaine. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in Maine Women's Publications - All by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@UMaine. For 
more information, please contact um.library.technical.services@maine.edu. 













67

It is with feelings of happiness and a little pride that I am able to

report this department free from debt and a nice little sum in the

treasury, and I know the spirit of the Doxology finds an echo in

your hearts that the literature department is upon a good financial

basis.

Respectfully submitted,

SUSAN J. FERNALD.

Influencing the Press.

Madam President and Co-workers :

William T. Stead, editor of the Review of Reviews, thus

describes his ideal of the press: "Informed by omniscience,

directed by providence, wielding omnipotence." This is a high

standard, and the superintendent who even approaches it must

indeed seek wisdom from them 'in whom are hid all the treasures

of wisdom and knowledge,' must keep closely in touch with the

great movements of the day and must never lose sight of the far-

reaching influence of the printed word.

Good work has been done in this department in every county,

though from Oxford and Hancock I have received no definite reports.

Our two new county superintendents, Mrs. White of Penobscot and

Miss Reed of Cumberland, send the fullest and best reports that

have ever reached me from their respective counties. The Saturday

issue of the Bangor Daily Commercial still runs the W. C. T. U.

column, headed by a dainty bow of white ribbon and now edited by

Mrs. White. Mrs. Cole of Portland has done splendid work on the

Portland dailies.

Kennebec leads in number of columns published, (500). Somerset

in thorough organization. Piscataquis, through Mrs. Martin, reports

editors very courteous and the outlook brighter than at any previous

time. Mrs. Tarbell of Aroostook, in addition to work in her own

county won a prize oflered by the editor of the Turf, Farm and

Hotne of Waterville for best essay, and has since contributed

articles bearing upon our work to the household department.
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Miss Loring of Knox county, for many years an invalid, was this

year able to read her own report at Camden and has served our

cause by effective story writing as well as in other ways.

Miss Kimball's report shows that excellent work has been done

in York, notably through her column at Kennebunk.

In Sagadahoc the usual amount has been published in the Bath

papers.

We have as Franklin's county superintendent Mrs. Kyes of the

Farmington Chronicle, and most of the repotting during the vear

has been done through the W. C. T. U. column in that paper-

Mrs. Drisko, wife of the editor of the Machias Union, who has

charge of the work in Washington cojnty, does not feel quite as

well satisfied as usual, but reports good work from five Unions and

90 columns, largely in the Machias Union.

And now Waldo ! We have heard and talked much of Belfast

hospitality since last Monday, and now I am going to let you into

the secret. Almost a year ago, Miss Emily Miller my county

superintendent, and Mrs. Fernald the local, went systematically to

work to prepare the way for us through the medium of the Belfast

papers. And you behold the result for yourselves.

In all about 1700 columns, three-fourths perhaps being original

matter, have been published in Maine newspapers during the year

through the efforts of our faithful corps of superintendents, making

the monev value of the gift we have received from Maine editors,

reckoned at ten cents a line, $17,000—a gift surely well worth

mentioning. I know of but two Unions, Gardiner and Sanford,

which have had to pay for space except for advertising purposes,

and the charge at Gardiner was for a standing card. Number

of press superintendents 91, number of papers giving regular space

about 50, publishing occasional articles 120.

As state superintendent, I have written many letters to county and

local workers, suggesting what seem to me the best methods and

urging the necessity of each superintendent being provided with

suitable helps, chief among which is this pamphlet, "Points for

Press Workers," (price 5 cents per copy), which no superintendent

should be without. During the last state convention, at the request

of the Lewiston Journal, I sent that paper about 3,000 words in

telegraphic reports, which were the more needed as no daily was

published in Houlton. Brief reports were also sent two of the
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church papers, Zion's Advocate and the Christian Mirror, which

were as usual kindly received and printed. By request of the daily

above mentioned, I furnished an outline sketch of this session for

last Saturday's issue and have called the attention of the editors

of several other leading dailies to the interesting nature of these

meetings. Have also communicated with the Boston manager of the

United Press, hoping thus to secure more extended reports.

MARY L. FRENCH.

Narcotics.

Madam President , Sisters and Friends :

I bring today my ninth annual report for the department of

Narcotics. The reports for the year past are full of encouragement,and

I wish we had space for them all, but for brevity'ssake will give only

the principal items, which may serve as suggestions for another year's

work. Very much literature has gone on its mission of enlighten

ment, nearly all the Unions having done something this way.

Thousands of copies of the Anti-cigarette law have been posted in

public places, given to tobacco dealers, and otherwise circulated. In

Portland alone Mrs. G. F. French has distiibuted 1,000 copies, and

has brought to justice one man who violated the law, the court find

ing him guilty. The principal of a Grammar school in this city

says there is not one-tenth as much cigarette smoking among the

boys as two years ago.

Many public addresses have been given, also chalk talks. Many

men have given up the tobacco habit, some through personal work,

others because of sermons preached ; one had been a slave to the

weed 26 years another 40 years. One Union distributes monthly in

the public schools 266 copies of the Gem. One superintendent has

loaned 100 pages of literature—thinks it more likely to be read than

when given. Another puts leaflets in Sunday School hooks, and

still another in post office boxes. One who is both county and local
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superintendent sent the law to every teacher asking them to give a

talk to the pupils on the eflects of cigarette smoking. She has

also left a copy of the law .with each of the 40 dealers in town.

Another writes letters to young men enclosing the leaflet, "Does

It Pay to Use Tobacco," and one put into the hands of every boy in

the public schools an envelope containing the tract, "The Tobacco

Habit and Its Eflects on School Work."

In some places the Sunday Schools, and in others the public

schools are visited and many pledges obtained. One town reports

no saloon or cigar store. One superintendent cannot find a boy in

town who uses tobacco.

In East Corinth, Kenduskeag, Pittsfield and Skowhegan, all the

cigarette dealers signed an agreement to sell no more cigarettes. In

Greenville all but one signed an agreement to sell no more for one

year. At East Corinth the ladies bought the stock on hand and

cremated it. In Skowhegan three men have been saved from the

tobacco habit by Divine power. One had used it for years, had a

serious heart trouble, also weak lungs with distressing cough. He

gave himself to God, his desire for tobacco disappeared, and with it

his cough, lung, and heart trouble; in six months he has gained 50

pounds. Let us adveitise the Divine cure for evil habits.

Let us utter a warning against the use of morphine, chloral,

cocaine, antipyrine and all other drugs, except in cases of extreme

necessity. I recommend the Narcotic Medal Contests, both orator

ical and essay work. Write for instructions to Miss Margaret

Hunter, Cherrvfield, Maine. Especially let us teach the children.

I. S. WENTWORTH.
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Work Among Railroad Employees.

Madam President and Sisters :

As I come before you with this, my third annual report, I wish to

say first that I have been very much strengthened and encouraged

during the year that is past by the promptness with which my call

for superintendents has been met. I think I have sent out but two

cards which today remain unanswered. I would say also that I have

received nothing but kindness and courtesy as I have been trving to

do personal work among railroad employees; found them in almost

every case eager for the reading matter which we distribute. There

is a very marked difference since the first year of my work.

Androscoggin county : Reports good work done in Lewiston,

Auburn and Greene. Several thousand pages of litfaturc distributed,

also religious newspapers, copies of Union Signal and Star in the

East, besides much personal work.

Aroostook county : Through its faithful and efficient superinten

dent, Mrs. Ralph Seeley, has done most excellent woik ; especially

in personal woi k has she excelled. She has secured after consider

able effort full and free permission to distribute her literature among

all the employees she can reach on the C I1. R. R., and Bangor and

Aroostook, coming from the superintendents in both cases. Nine

new weekly temperance and -religious papers everv week have been

distributed besides a large amount of leaflets and papers not kept an

exact account of. She has spent $6.10 for her personal work.

Kennebec county—Miss Brainard, superintendent : Reports no

work done except in keeping wall pockets filled at stations. Hope

to hear from them next year.

Lincoln county I Through its superintendent has distributed

literature and kept boxes at stations filled.

Piscataquis county—Miss Laura Clement, superintendent : Good

work done at Dover, Foxcroft, Greenville ; Shirley also taking steps

for work.

Sagadahoc countv—Mrs. Addie Robbins, superintendent : Reports

the observance of March 1st as Railway Men's Day at Bath ;
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also literature kept in boxes at stations. Also good work done at

Richmond.

Somerset county : No report.

Washington county : With only its 20 miles of railroad is doing

good work by distributing literature, and doing personal work both

at Calais and Princeton.

York county—Mrs. Smith of Cornish, superintendent : Writes she

is about to leave the State for her old home in Georgia ; hopes York

county will speedily appoint her successor.

Respectfully submitted,

HELEN THOMAS.

Work Among Lumbermen and Quarrymen.

Madam President and Members of this Convention :

In making up my report for 1896, I am glad to find the work

much better organized. There yet remains much to be done. I

regret to say that four counties have neither sent their reports nor

answered my letter asking for same—yet I know some work has been

done. I feel this work to be a great opportunity for educating the

men in the lumber camps in Temperance principles, and from the

many grateful letters received we know that our efforts are

appreciated.

My dear comrades, let us make a greater effort this coming

winter. We hope the time will speedily come when every camp

will be cared for weekly by some W. C. T. Union. Let the letters

received give us new courage to do more work. Let us realize that

this is not only an important branch of white ribbon work, but

of God's work also—in this work we may fulfill the command,

"Feed my Sheep."

A new suggestion is that each comfort bag contain some pledge

cards which the men be asked to sign and return to the Unions

sending them.

Oxford county has taken up the work since last convention

and sends a good report.
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We wish especially to thank Rev. Mr. York a missionary of

Oxford county, Rev. Mr. Whiltier, State Congregational missionary,

and Rev. Mr. Parker of Ashland, for the help they have given to this

work. We are so glad that interest in this work is growing. This

is the seed time and we know it the seeding be well done, an

abundant harvest will be gathered bye and bye.

Aroostook—Mrs. Sophia Howe, county superintendent, Ashland :

Ashland, 12,000 pages. Amity, 2.000 to six camps. Danforth

sent several pounds beside furnishing families of lumbermen with

good reading. Rev. Mr. Parker of Ashland sent much good read

ing to camps beside distributing a box of reading from Massachusetts,

also a box from the Junior Y. P. S. C. E. of First church, Bangor.

Rev. Chas.Whittier, Congregational missionary, distributed a large

amount of reading, visited two camps, spent one Sunday in the

camp and preached to the men. All gladly listened and were grate

ful for the reading matter.

Cumberland county—Mrs. S. W. McLellan, South Windham,

county superintendent: Brighton, new Union, sent 2,652 pages

of literature with extra leaflets to different camps. Cumber

land Mills, 3,000 pages to camps. Deering, ten packages, average

weight 3 3-4 pounds, amount of postage $1 .50. Gray, good work,

pages not reported. Newhall, camp supplied throughout the season ;

5 comfort bags sent to camps ; literature sent to amount of 3,906

pages. North Gorham, distributed one year each of Youth's Com

panion, Woman's Tribune, Portland Transcript. North Windham,

supplied one camp, 1,000 pages. Otisfield, furnished two camps 500

pages. Portland, supplied two camps weekly, 1,400 pages, sent box

of magazines to Mrs. Rogers at Greenville. South Brighton, reports

not much work done: will do better another year. South Wind

ham, one camp supplied, 6,000 pages. West Gorham, supplied one

camp and one family, 1,383 pages. Windham Center, five camps

supplied regularly weekly ; one Union Signal was sent regularly by

the foreman from the camp to his home and the wife has now sub

scribed ; estimate of pages sent 1,875. Yarmouthville, sent to camp

H. J. Bailey 12 pounds of literature at different times: received a

letter from them expressing thanks. But two Unions report not

receiving replies to their letters.

Knox county—Mrs. Frank Conant. Camden, superintendent:

22,000 pages.
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Franklin county—Mrs. G. L. Kempton, Rangeley, superinten

dent : Much work has been done in the county.

Hancock county—Mrs. Clark, South West Harbor : Much work

has been done.

Oxford county : Norway, sent literature and 8 comfort bags.

West Paris, sent 4 large bags. Brownfield, sent a box containing

11 comfort bags, magazines and papers; one large bag was sent to

superintendent of sailors. Andover, this Union is so near camps

that they send what they can directly to camps. Bethel, Mrs. F. L.

Chandler will receive anything Unions may send, and forward to

Rev. S. S. York, who has been very helpful in distributing literature.

Penobscot county—Mrs. N. L. Perkins, Bangor: Orono,

1,000 pages; received letter of thanks. Hampden, sent to five

camps 15 pounds. Stillwater, sent 40 pounds of papers and maga

zines. Kenduskeag, supphed two camps.

Piscataquis county — Mrs. Frances L. Rogers, Greenville :

Greenville, received and distributed I box from Portland, 2 from

Miss Tilton, Kittery, 1 from Mrs. Harvey, Orono, 1 barrel papers and

comfort bags from Worcester, Mass. Atkinson, furnished papers to

four camps. Dover, supplied all camps in their vicinity. Guilford,

supplied several camps. Milo, has done her share but has not

reported.

Somerset county—Mrs. Flora A. Clarke, North New Portland.

Sagadahoc county—Mrs. H. N. Jackson, Bath.

Washington county—Mrs. G. H. Condell, Calais: Only three

Unions reported. Calais, papers 1,636, magazines 504, leaflets 333,

books 52 ; sent 16 comfort bags. Cherryfield, reports 6,237 Pagesi

Youth's Companion 10 copies. Jonesport, sent to camps 670

papers and magazines. This county superintendent received calls

from men from the camps who personally thanked her, also two

letters.

York county—Mrs. M. A. Snow : Reported no' work done save

to send to Unions literature to distribute.

Respectfully submitted,

ADDIE L. HARVEY.
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Sabbath Observance.

Dear Sisters of the Convention :

My report will be brief this year owing, partly, to my not being

able to do any work in this department since last November.

Piscataquis, Kennebec, Knox, Cumberland, and several other coun

ties have done good work. Lectures have been given ; thousands of

pages of literature distributed. Sunday newspapers stopped, and

many poor children gathered into the Sabbath Schools.

One sister, Mrs. Hubbard of Stetson, writes me that she has taken

a little orphan boy into her home and into the Sabbath School.

May the dear Lord bless her abundantly for this noble deed.

Mrs. V. F. Cox, Tabor, N. J., associate superintendent of the

national department of this work, has given one address in Bangor

and two in Gardiner. She was prevented from visiting Piscataquis

and Aroostook counties, as she planned to do, on account of the bad

roads that prevailed at that time.

I regret very much that I have not been able to do more, and as I

shall not be situated so that it will be possible for me to do more the

ensuing year, I beg the convention to release me and appoint some

one that can keep the work moving.

Respectfully submitted,

MRS. F. A. ROLLINS.

Purity.

Madam President and Sisters of the Convention :

In presenting my first report on the department of Purity I regret

that it is so meagre, eight counties only having reported.

I am sure, however, that work has been done in some of the

other counties which has not been reported. The need of this

department is apparent everywhere. Like the evil of intemperance

the social evil is widespread and ruinous in its effects. Those who
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engage in this work need tact, sanctified common sense, and a large

measure of' the spirit of Him who could separate the sinner from

the sin, and love the one while rebuking the other.

Aroostook county : Reports 18 superintendents of this depart

ment. Three thousand pages of literature have been distributed.

The leaflet "Safety for School Children," has been given nearly

every teacher in the county. Mothers' meetings have been held in

many Unions, one, the Houlton Union having such a meeting every

month with an efficient superintendent. Sermons on the subject

have been preached and personal work done. g

Franklin county : Three Unions report work done. The

Philanthropist and Purity leaflets have been circulated. The New

Crusade, Dr. Mary Wood Allen's excellent magazine, is taken by

one Union, mothers' meetings held, and literature distributed.

Kennebec county : Reports 5 superintendents in this depart

ment; 2,000 pages of literature distributed, and some promise cards

signed. Three sermons have been preached on the subject ; books

have been loaned, articles written for the press, the subject discussed

in the regular meetings of the Union, and 6 mothers' meetings held.

Knox county : Reports 9 superintendents in county. Mothers'

meetings have been held . literature distributed, and 175 promise

cards circulated. Mrs. Taylor of Rockland has given much time

to the work, seven addresses having been given, schools visited,

mothers talked with on the importance of the subject, women and

girls visited in the station-house and jail, and other work not

reportable.

Oxford county : Reports work done in four Unions, mothers'

meetings held, and pledge cards circulated ; reading matter placed

in one reading room. The county superintendent has written

34 letters and cards to the local Unions, hoping to arouse a deeper

interest.

Penobscot : Reports letters written, literature circulated, laws

posted, and an effort made to arouse a deeper interest in the work.

Sagadahoc: The superintendent reports that a girl of 13 has

been rescued from a home of vice and placed in the Temporary

Home and the most encouraging reports have been received from

her. A very able address was given by Rev. Sarah K. Taylor, well

calculated to arouse thought on this important subject. Effort has

been made to secure separate recesses in the schools, but without
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success. Some of the advertisements of the druggists are worthy

of our positive condemnation.

Waldo county : Reports work done in seven Unions, mothers'

meetings held, the subject discussed at the regular meetings, and

readings given from the New Crusade and other leaflets by the

national superintendent. Books have been circulated, teachers

conferred with, and a deeper interest manifested in the subject than

ever before.

Mrs. Swett, police matron of Auburn, sends a very interesting

report of her work, which if time would permit, would be listened

to with much pleasure. A summary of her work shows 2,000 calls

made, occupation found for 50 girls, and 1,000 volumes of reading

matter distributed.

With a deeper realization of the importance of this department,

let us try to do more in the year to come for whatsoever things

are pure.

JENNIE E. SEAMANS.

Purity in Literature and Art.

Madam President and Sisters of the Convention :

But 5 county superintendents have reported to me in this

department.

Aroostook county : Reports 8 superintendents in the county :

4,000 pages of literature distributed ; reading rooms visited, and

books examined ; objectionable advertising matter removed from bill

boards ; barber shops and tobacco stores visited ; the co-operation of

postmasters secured in being watchful that nothing objectionable is

passing through their offices ; jail visited, sermons preached ; boys

pledged not to sell vile papers on the streets, etc. A general advance

of interest is reported all along the line in this department.

Cumberland county . The superintendent reports that owing to

ill health she has been able to do but little during the year. Unions

have been written to in regard to the importance of appointing local

superintendents. Work has been done in some directions as oppor

tunity oflered.
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Sagadahoc county : Superintendent reports having at the request

of the national superintendent sent a copy of a resolution adopted

by the National Editorial Association, asking all editors to omit from

their columns, scandals, details of crime, etc., to each editor in her

county. She also sent a copv of the "Plan of Work" to one pastor

asking him to preach on the subject ; which he did.

Waldo count)' : Reports work done in different directions ; letters

written, literature circulated, including copies of the law relating to

this department.

Washington county : Reports work done by four Unions, with

others asking for information in regard to the department. Litera

ture has been circulated ; the department leaflets read in Union

meetings; mothers talked with in regard to being watchful over the

books and papers which their children read ; an L. T. L. instructed

in the importance of being pure in all things; immodest advertising

pictures removed from stores, etc.

As parents, guardians, teachers, we cannot be too careful in regard

to this department of work, for this evil is wide spread and the youth

of our land are being contaminated in verv manv cases.

JENNIE E. SEAMANS.

Department of Hercy.

Madam President and Sisters of the Convention :

The plan of work and aim of the department of Mercv is. First:

To secure a more widespread knowledge of existing laws against

cruelty to children and to animals, and a better enforcement of them.

Second : To secure in Public Schools, Sunday Schools, in Loyal

Temperance Legions, Epworth Leagues, Christian Endeavors, etc.,

the formation of Bands of Mercv. Third: To secure the co-opera

tion of ministers of the gospel, bv requesting them to preach upon

the universal dutv of mercv and consideration towards all God's

creatures. Fourth : To endeavor by the circulation of literature,

and by such other means as may be deemed best, to develop public

sentiment against the unnecessary, cruel and demoralizing practice
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called vivisectiorr with a view to its entire abolition. Fifth : To

discourage any practice, custom, or fashion which involves the

infliction of unnecessary suffering on any living creature.

The object of this department and plan of work, I have endeav

ored to bring before every individual possible ; and have earnestly

tried to have the work of this department taken up in every Union,

and we feel that this year has been spent in "getting ready" rather

than active work in other directions. Five counties have appointed

superintendents : Franklin, Kennebec, Knox, Oxford and Washing

ton. The reports have been quite satisfactory, but regret they can

not be definitely reported. One superintendent reports law against

cruelty has been published in newspapers, and posted in conspicuous

places. A large amount of literature has been sent out, a good

proportion of which showed the character of vivisection. ''Black

Beauty" is in almost every town school ; also in many countrv

schools.

Three articles against vivisection have been written for the press,

and effort in conversation has been made against this terrible evil,

but no lecture as yet.

Seven Bands of Mercy have been formed this year, the number of

pledged members not given. Very earnest effort has been made to

secure the co-operation of teachers in Sunday and day schools, and

much interest is manifested. Several ministers of the Gospel have

been requested to preach against scientific and other forms of cruelty.

Many names secured on the appeal to woman, not to wear birds or

aigrette plumes.

In conclusion, I wish to urge the adoption of this department in

every local Union. I need not tell you, my dear sisters, of the need

for humane education in our state, in our country.

The vast increase of crime in spite of a splendid school system

shows it ; and our own shocked and suffering sensibilities as we walk

the streets of our cities and towns and witness the unnecessary

torture put upon our dumb creatures shows it still more plainly.

The more humane teaching the W. C. T. U. gives the children of

our country, the fewer criminals we shall have in the future. And

not forgetting to maintain an active crusade against that most hor

rible of all kinds of physical torture, vivisection, "Be ye therefore

merciful, as your Father also is merciful."

IAJELLA M. LITTLEFIELD.
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Securing Homes for Homeless Children.

Another year has passed and we are again privileged to present

our annual report of the department of Securing Homes for Home

less Children. In presenting this report it is well to state at the out

set that our efficient state superintendent. Miss Harriet A. Leavitt,

who had held the office two vears with such encouraging and satis

factory results, resigned, (much to the regret of the Union which fully

appreciated her noble self-sacrificing work) and a new superinten

dent was appointed. It is also desirable to mention the fact that the

report of this department is always more or less incomplete. Much

of the work is purely local and never reaches the ear of the state

superintendent. So far more has been accomplished than is included

in this report. Twenty-three little children who were without

homes of their own. one year ago, are now in excellent private

families. Some of them have been adopted already and favorable

reports are coming in from all and we trust these children are per

manently provided for.

One little girl, not quite three years old, was placed in a home

last November, but before the new year was a month old God took

her. She was a winsome little creature and lived long enough to

bring a new love and light into a childless home. Two children

have been cared for in temporarv homes for several months. Six

children have been boarded during the year at the expense of the

department. All of the children who were in boarding homes one

year ago are now in permanent free homes with the exception of one

boy whose delicate constitution has made it thus far impossible to

secure for him a free home. Three children have been transferred.

Four children have been sent to the Temporary Home at Portland.

Two have been removed from that institution to permanent free

homes.

One of our charges was removed from the Bangor Children's

Home and another received there till a permanent home could be

secured for him. Four girls have been sent to the Industrial School.

Three children have received hospital treatment. One of these
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children is still at the hospital and we present him as our problem of

today. He has reached his ninth year and has outgrown two insti

tutions, was returned from a third because of a defect which, while

it need not impair his future usefulness, mars his looks. He is

bright, happy and active, with a remarkable ear for music and a

sweet voice. Only this defect keeps him from a home. Isn't some

one large hearted enough to recognize the wholeness of the soul,

and give this little fellow a home until he can care for himself?

Many of the Unions have done much by way of clothing and help

ing needy children in their homes. This work is done quietly, but

should be duly emphasized. It is a cardinal principle of our depart

ment not to break up a worthy family because of poverty alone, nor

to relieve a parent of the care of a child if that parent can by a little

help and advice be made to care for the child himself, but to be

truly and wiselv charitable and help others to help themselves. The

Sunday School has written one thousand letters and received eight

hundred and thirty.

The State of Maine is not among the largest or most wealthy states

of the Union, but it abounds in comfortable homes, and is famous

for its good men and women. The hard times have closed the doors

of some of those homes so closely that there are still little children

out in the cold. In the better days, that must in the order of Provi

dence soon come, let us think on these things and write on our own

hearts a resolve to do all we as individuals can do to save these

little ones from perishing.

On the following page will be found the financial statement of this

department.

Respectfully submitted,

JENNIE M. ANTHOINE.
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Financial Statement from Sept. 30, '95 to Sept. 30, '96.

expenditures.

Travelling expenses, $ 18 60

Postage, 20 37

Board of children, 257 00

Clothing for children, 39 95

Telegrams, 60

Office supplies, 8 75

Printing, 18 25

Assistance in the work, 45 00

Expressage, 50

Medical attendance for children, 32 75

Burial expenses, 30 00

Temporary home, 50 00

Total expenses, $521 77

RECEIPTS.

Cash in treasury, $221 44

Cash received of Dexter Union, 20 80

" " Auburn Union, 31 00

" " Spruce Head Union, 1 00

" " South Berwick Y's, 50

" " Winthrop L. T. L., 4 00

" " Town of Winthrop, 50 00

" " Gifts from individuals, 126 50

" . " State Aid, 500 00

" " Free Street Baptist S. S., of Portland, 6 34

Total receipts,

Balance in treasury,

$961 58

$439 81
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Evangelistic Work.

Madam President and Sisters of the Convention :

In reporting this year the work done by our counties, I feel it due

them to say they have had but little help from your superintendent,

who has been absent some months of the year from the state seeking

health and rest.

Androscoggin, which has had so much good work reported in the

past, claims to have done very little the last year in this special

department. We hope she may " renew her strength " another year.

Aroostook county, as usual, sends an excellent report. Whereas

last year only 8 Unions sent reports, this year 14 reported, 11 of

which state il spiritual interest good," " much Christian work done."

Its superintendent complains, as we all must, of the lack of definite

statistics, although one Union tells among other cheering things of

the conversion of two members who were not Christians when thev

joined but received their first help in Christian life in the Union

meetings. In one church the pastor gives one Sabbath evening service

every month to the W. C. T. U., and in this way alone much has

been done to bring the indifferent under religious influences. Of

mothers' meetings, which are a prominent feature of her report, she

says : " Much is being done by stirring up the minds of busy moth

ers to the importance of the right training of their children, that

otherwise in the press of many cares might be overlooked or even

unthought of; these meetings are especially helpful to young

mothers One Union gives the first week of every month to these

meetings. Invitations to attend are sent out to as many mothers as

possible who do not belong ; in this way thoughts are being aroused

and seed sown that shall bring forth an abundant harvest in the near

future, for it is written, ' My word shall not return unto Me void.'

Sometimes in these meetings grav-haired mothers, and even grand

mothers, will say with tear-wet faces and broken voices, ' If I had

only known these things before when my children were young—but

thev were not talked of then—how much better I might have trained
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my children for useful lives. God helping me I will do all I can to

help young mothers find the good I missed.' " This is what moth

ers' meetings are doing for the young mothers of to-day. 1 would

like to quote from this county report still more hugely, a.s one can

read between the lines the burning devotion that makes the work of

this superintendent so effective.

Cumberland county, has a new superintendent appointed last year,

who has taken up the work with great earnestness. Reports manv

Unions who are faithful in calling on the sick and dying, the sorrow

ful and bereaved, while visits at homes situated at a distance from

churches have been used to feed hungry souls; meetings at alms

houses and jails, but no statistics.

Kennebec county sends the following report: Number of lectures

given, 14; number of sermons, 5; pages of literature distributed,

1,464; gospel temperance meetings held in nearly all Unions; much

personal work done ; noontide hour of prayer observed by individ

uals. All business meetings open with devotional exercises ; close

with earnest purpose to do more to build up Christ's kingdom the

coming year.

Knox county : The usual report of "some" work done in jails,

gospel meetings, and Bible readings held, etc.

Oxford county, through its newly appointed superintendent, has

corresponded with all her local Unions, and will no doubt, with the

earnest thought she has given to the work, have more to report

another year.

Piscataquis county also sends its first report through a new super

intendent, who will get things well in hand by another year, when

we shall doubtless receive cheering words from her.

Somerset county sends a most inspiring report of work accom

plished and plans for systematic work in the future; has got into

communication with all her local Unions ; one church and Sabbath

school are sustained by the W. C. T. U. in this county, while the

sick, the poor and sorrowful are visited ; clothing and comforts for

the poor and needy; tracts and loving visits for the bereaved; one

Union has used several hundred pages of tracts and other literature.

She proposes to visit each of her local Unions the coming months.

May God move all our hearts to " go and do likewise."

York county, as usual, has a most thrilling report of work done,

not only in its local Unions generally, but especially in the cities of
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Biddeford and Saco, where that most devoted missionary, Mrs. H.

P. Bradbury has labored so successfully among the destitute, the

fallen, and those thrown out of employment by the closing of the

mills, not only, but in connection with ministers and others who

were aroused to a high degree of interest in the work of the York

County Enforcement League, which seemed at one time, she says,

"to be a God-send among us," but, she adds, "something was

wanted on the citizens' side." (O for the power of a consecrated

ballot in the hands of woman.)

This ends the reports by counties. I have myself held more than

25 meetings in the interest of the W. C. T. U., distributed several

hundred pages of literature, organized one Union, and written about

200 letters, beside postals and papers sent, and in other ways have

tried to inspire the hearts of women with love for the work.

With most earnest purpose to get in touch with at least each county

superintendent the coming year and to do more and better work

for our blessed cause, this report is

Respectfully submitted,

LUCY A. SNOW.

Prison, Jail and Almshouse Work.

It has been my privilege to visit our State Prison every three

months of the year. With our present warden the poor unfortunate

men and women have the best of care granted them. The necessity

of a Reformatory Prison is more forcibly fixed in my mind ;it each

visit I make. There are young men and boys who have taken their

first steps downward, forced to associate with hardened criminals

and are instructed in sin, intemperance and other evils, by desperate

men. There are good men, young and old, who have fallen the

first time, have confessed their wrong, and are leading a good life.

If any favors are shown them, there is great feeling among the

other and bad class of men. What can be done? It has been

suggested that we appoint a committee to make a personal canvass
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among our leading business men, trying to show the urgent need ;

it might have more effect than our past efforts. Looking at this

matter from a financial point, could we not show them that the cost

is less in preventing crime than in supporting criminals?

In a religious way services are held every Sunday mornmg.

Mr. Plumer has charge of the men's department, and kind sisters

of the W. C. T. U. meet with the women in their neat, nice rooms

over the guard-room, at 9 o'clock, a. m. Religious reading is taken

in for the inmates. Flower Sunday is always observed and from

the Unions in the county each man and woman is given a beautiful

hunch of flowers with the white ribbon text card attached ; many

are the expressions of joy and thankfulness by the convicts.

Mr. Plumer, the chaplain of the prison, held an evening school

for a time, which was a good step towards reform, but I think it

has been discontinued for some time. Sunday afternoon a Bible

class is held with the women by the chaplain. Many of the convicts

can neither read nor write. A most excellent discourse was given

them by Rev. F. M. Preble of Camden on Prison Day, July 12;

special music with large attendance. Thanksgiving and Christmas

delicacies were sent in to the women.

Cumberland county : Reports religious services held at the jail

every Sunday forenoon, the fifth Sunday always conducted by the

W. C. T. U ; reading matter freely distributed among the convicts.

The commitments to the jail ending April 1 were 2,059 men an^

204 women ; total 2,263 ; many of them put in for a night for safe

keeping who do not receive sentences. Almshouse and hospital

also visiteel with helpful results. The superintendent urges the

necessity of a graded prison, which should be also reformatory.

May God hasten the day when men and women of our land shall no

longer judge the unfortunate ones, hut show the blessed spirit

of our Divine Master whom we serve, by giving with our pravers,

the kind, helping hand, back to virtje, temperance and the right.

Knox county : Reports of jail work, meetings have been held

part of the time, and large quantity of religious reading matter has

been provided for the inmates.

Piscataquis county : Reports no work done in this department as

the jail is in Bangor which is also for the use of this county.

Waldo county : Reports no superintendent. The jail in Belfast

is always visited on Flower Mission Day.
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St. Albans : Reports they do not take up the Prison Work as

Somerset county jail is at Skowhegan and the N. P. Union do all

that can be done.

Franklin county : Writes that the work done in this department

is by Mrs. Scales of Farmington. She is very faithful to visit

the jail with a varietv of reading matter and good words. The

Almshouse Work consists in seeing that no children are allowed to

grow up in that institution.

Lincoln county : No superintendent.

Oxford county : Superintendent reports absence—will now take

up the work and hopes to accomplish much. Services held in jail

bv the several pastors of the village and also Norway, but not under

the auspices of our Union.

Washington county : Reports there have been 84 prisoners in

our jail the last year, 37 of them brought directly by liquors. The

superintendent writes: "Our way of working is to have service for

prayer, Bible readings, and singing, every other Sunday, taking in

religious reading, and giving each convict, who will promise to read

it, a Testament ; we take to them school books and slates, and urge

them to study and improve their minds ; there has been but one

woman in our jail this year. We also visit our almshouse, and

through the aid of Miss Leavitt of Portland have sent one little bov

from the almshouse to a home.

Androscoggin county : The work in our jail has been blest with

good results the past year. Meetings every Sabbath in the year;

seven thorough conversions. One man has gone out as a Temperance

lecturer and one also as an evangelist ; often they come to our

service in the jail and join us in trying to save souls. The largest

number of convicts at one time the past year was 172, smallest 41,

women 13. There were four months that no women came in ; only

two there now." The superintendent writes : "We aim at the soul,

knowing that a saved man or woman is every whit whole, a new

being in Christ Jesus."

Waldo, Sagadahoc, Penobscot and York counties : No superin

tendents.

Kennebec county : Excellent work always done by superintendent,

visiting the jail, holding meetings, providing religious reading, etc.

Respectfully submitted,

LOTTIE CHASE KNAPP.
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Reformatory Prison for Women.

It is difficult to discuss the treatment of the criminal classes with

out considering the two factors, the community and the individual.

In the past the community has demanded that the offender against

the law should be punished—often the more the better. The world

is growing wiser. It is finding out that the community is best pro

tected by the reformation of the individual—that the world is helped

by "turning one sinner from the error of his ways." It is found, too,

that it is better to prevent crime than to punish it. This it is seeking

to do by means of education, by prohibition of the wrong, by creating

a purer atmosphere, thus giving to communities a more beautiful

public life.

The State of Maine needs a Reformatory Prison for Women.

Ample provision has been made for criminal men, but nothing has

been done for bad women. There are fourteen jails for men—not

one for women. It is the testimony of every jailer with whom we

have been able to converse that there is not a jail in the State that is

a fit place for bad men and women under the same roof. Miss John

son, superintendent of the Reformatory for Women at Sherburn,

Mass., says there is not a roof in the world under which there is fit

place for bad men and women together.

As the county jails are arranged it is impossible to keep them

apart. The cells or rooms of the women can be reached in most

cases only by passing the cells of the men. Most of the work in the

jails is done by the prisoners. They often have the keys to the cells

and have easy access to those of the women.

The women are shut up in large cells often four or more together

without reference to age or the nature of their crime. Cigarette

smoking is a prevailing habit with most criminal women. It is not

unusual in visiting their rooms to find them filled with the fumes

of tobacco smoke.

There should be industrial system in connection with every jail in

the State. Work, real sweat of the brow, is a good reformer. The

women at the Sherburn Prison work the entire day without speaking.
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Only half an hour at noon is allowed them for talking with each

other. When pleasant this is spent in the open air. They are

always accompanied by some one of the officers, all of whom are

women.

Mrs. Stevens, Mrs. Beedy, and Mrs. Tavlor have spoken in vari

ous places in the State, hoping to arouse an interest in the subject.

A petition is to be presented to the Legislature this winter asking for

the establishment of a Reformatory Prison for Women, and all

women interested are earnestly requested to use all the influence

they may possess in its behalf.

Respectfully submitted,

Hannah J. Bailev,

Helen Coffin Beedv,

Clara M. Farwell.

Flower Mission Work.

Madam President and Members of the Convention :

This year much work has been done, and although all reports

have not been sent in I feel that there has been an increase in this

department. Many thousand bouquets have been given out, the sick

and poor visited and much literature distributed. The different

counties report as follows :

Aroostook : Much work has been done. 360 bouquets have

been distributed ; flowers were carried to the jail twice during the

summer; the almshouse has been visited and fruit and flowers

carried ; the sick and poor have been helped ; much literature has

been distributed.

Knox : The Warren Union has visited the "shut-in" and done

much in this work. Camden, Rockland, Union, Vinalhaven

and Friendship, have sent bouquets to the sick. Spruce Head, bou

quets have been furnished for the chapel and sick. All the Unions

have sent flowers for Flower Mission Day at the prison : delicacies

have been carried to the women in the prison Thanksgiving and
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Christmas ; literature has been distributed from time to time ;

services have been held by the Thomaston Union every Sunday

with the women.

Lincoln : Damariscotta and Newcastle Unions have done a little

woikinthis department; 70 bouquets have been distributed and

delicacies carried to the poor and sick.

Oxford : West Paris Union has done much work ; the poor and

sick have been visited and flowers carried ; Flower Mission Dav was

observed. Hiram, the almshouse was visited at Christmas and

services held. Brownfield, more work has been done than ever

before; Flower Mission Day was observed. Norway Union, reports

a good work done this year; the poor, sick and "shut ins" have

been visited ; 102 bouquets with text cards and white ribbon have

been sent, 25 pieces for funerals ; 20 bouquets with white ribbon

and card attached sent to new babies ; Prison Day was observed in

all the churches, and flowers were sent to the sick.

Penobscot : Much work has been done by all of the Unions.

The poor and sick have been visited and flowers sent.

Somerset : New Portland Union has sent 50 bouquets, kept the

churches decorated through the summer. St. Albans, furnished 200

bouquets for the sick and funerals. Ripley, reports 32 bouquets sent

to the sick and for funerals. Madison Union, has made 200 calls on

sick, and distributed 125 bouquets.

Waldo: Belfast Union has distributed 35 bouquets during the

year. Swanville, decorated the soldiers' graves on Memorial Dav

and furnished bouquets for the churches. Searsmont, has distributed

20 bouquets. Waldo, has sent 50 bouquets with text cards attached

to the sick and afflicted ; a standing bouquet has been kept in one of

the schools in the town with the intention of teaching the love of

flowers to the children ; funeral pieces have been furnished.

Washington: There has been a great increase of work in the

Flower Mission Department. Nearly all the Unions have taken up

this work. Cherryfield, observed Flower Mission Day by sending

flowers to the sick and "shut ins;" through the year bouquets with

text cards attached were sent to the poor and sick. Machias, observed

Flower Mission Day by carrying flowers to the almshouse, also

visited the jail ; flowers and literature have been distributed during

the year to all sick and "shut-ins." Millbridge, distributed over

100 bouquets to the sick, aged and "shut-ins," also furnished
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1 2 funeral pieces ; clothing and food was given to the poor and needy ;

Flower Mission Day was observed. Pembroke, reports having

carried on Flower Mission Work during the year ; Flower Mission

Day was observed by carrying flowers, fruit and jellies lo the sick

and "shut-ins." Calais, reports the almshouse visited every Saturday

with flowers; Prison Day was observed and 17 bouquets carried to

the sick and poor.

Respectfully submitted,

EDITH E. LIBBY.

State and County Fairs.

Madam President and Sisters of the Convention :

In presenting this, my third annual report, I am glad to state that

there has been marked improvement all along the line. I think we

are beginning to realize in this department that the local Union is

the foundation upon which rest the county, state and national.

Reports have been received from eleven countv superintendents ;

work has been done on twenty-four fair grounds; 13,000 pages of

literature in leaflet form. 500 copies of the Union Signal, 400 copies

of the Star, 200 copies the Young Crusader, beside much miscellan

eous literature, have been distributed.

Androscoggin county—Mrs. French, superintendent: Reports

the work of the Auburn Union at the State Fair as being more satis

factory in its results than ever before. Their restaurant was made

pleasant and attractive, refreshments served, Poland Spring water

freely dispensed,and thousandsof pages of good literature distributed.

Mechanic Falls Union furnishing a part. One very objectionable

side show, consisting of ''dancing girls," was brought upon the

grounds, and advertised ''No ladies or boys under 16 years of age

admitted." After being on exhibition two days, by strong appeals to

the president of the Agricultural Board, the superintendent suc

ceeded in having it removed. Thus by eternal vigilance only can

we ever hope to rid our fair grounds of these plague spots.
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Aroostook county : The excellent work done on the fair ground

at Presque Isle in 1S95 and so promptly reported by their superin

tendent. Mrs. Forbes, was embodied in last year's report ; the work

done this year will appear in its proper place in the report of 1897.

Cumberland county—Mrs. Webb, superintendent : Reports that

good progress has been made this year in this department. Their

county tent was erected four days at the County Fair at Gorham,

three at Gray, and two at Windham ; 4,000 sheets of literature

were distributed.

Franklin county—Mrs. Reynolds, superintendent: The W. C.

T. U. work done at the County Fair at Farmington ought to be

imitated at every Fair in Maine. The W. C. T. U. has headquarters

there, arranged like a tastefullv decorated room, with flowers, screens,

easy chairs, baskets of fruit, temperance literature, mottoes, etc. All

guests are invited to register. The noontide hour of prayer was

fittingly observed, and Mrs. Beedy at this time gave a talk to

mothers. Sweet singers of the countv lent their voices to the occa

sion, new members were secured, and everybody who came in touch

with the work must admit that it had an uplifting effect.

Hancock : No report.

Kennebec county : Here the superintendent. Mrs. Leslie, has

commenced a good work. Two Unions report the distribution 01

literature.

Knox county—Mrs. Robbins, superintendent : Reports literature

distributed on the fair ground at Union. Also literature furnished

for distribution at Washington.

Lincoln : No report.

Oxford—Mrs. Holden, superintendent : Reports the distribution

ot 1,242 pages of literature at the County Fairs in the eastern

division of Oxford countv.

Penobscot county—Reported by Mrs. Horton : Ladies of Stetson

Union distributed literature at the County Fair held at Exeter;

literature furnished by Dexter Union. Also at the Grange Fair in

Dexter a table was well supplied with our literature, which was

freely distributed.

Piscataquis countv : Less work was done in this department than

formerly. No Fair being held on the central fair grounds, literature

was distributed on the fair grounds at Monson, Parkman and Milo.
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Somerset county : Mrs. Stafford, the newly appointed county

superintendent, is earnestly trying to forward the work in her county.

Will the local Unions please appoint superintendents, and they report

promptlv the work done? Literature was distributed on the fair

grounds at Madison, North Anson and Hartland.

Sagadahoc county—Miss Carey, superintendent : Reports good

work done at the Countv Fair held at Topsham.

That a good influence has been exerted by the faithful work done

in this county for several years, I think we may infer from the follow

ing item, published in the Bath Daily Times one dav of the Fair :

"The seventy odd gallons of pure spring water that were drank at

the Times' Headquarters on the Sagadahoc county fair grounds, in

spite of the cold, are good evidence of the temperance character of

the attendance at the Fair."

Washington. Waldo and York : No report.

In closing, let me leave with you these words for the success of

our work from our national superintendent of this department :

"God speed the day when from every place where the people

have gathered, for any purpose whatever, there shall he borne into

every home, a precious burden of truth that shall bring the 'healing

of the nation.' "

Respectfully submitted,

EDITH N. OAKES.
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Legislation and Petition.

XIadam President, Sisters and Friends of the Convention :

One more year has passed since we met " in the Garden of Maine"

to review the work of the different departments. As the Legislature

has not been in session no real legislative work has been done, but

the white ribbon armv has not been idle. One has said of Maine.

''The old Pine Tree State has stood as erect as her own monarchs of

the forest, and has pressed her work as steadfastly and resistlessly as

the wind which makes music in their branches." Our State has good

laws upon its statute books against liquor selling in any form and

against keeping disorderly and disreputable houses. The laws

should be enforced.

Androscoggin countv : Has a superintendent, and all petitions are

circulated ; suffrage petition sent to everv Union. One Union peti

tioned for the doing away of the liquor agency in the town and it

was removed. Petition for police matron in Auburn and Lewiston.

Aroostook : No superintendent. Has done good work in the

past and is ready for work in the future.

Cumberland and Franklin : F'or the first time failed to send reports.

Hancock—Mrs. A. F. Greely: Writes that the political parties

have neither ears nor eyes for anything but gold and silver, and there

is no use in petitioning under these circumstances.

Kennebec—Mrs. H. J. Bailev. superintendent: Reports some

legislative work done by wav of trying to enforce the laws in regard

to the selling of intoxicants and against the sale of cigarettes to chil

dren. Suffrage petitions are now being circulated in the county.

Knox—Mrs. A. E. Bradford, superintendent: Writes that in

Rockland a petition was circulated asking that those victualers who

had broken their licenses should not be granted new licenses. The

petition was refused. One member of this Union has signed more

than two hundred warrants during the past year.

Oxford—E. M. Chandler, superintendent: Reports no work done

in petitions.
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Penobscot—Mrs. E. R. Horton : Writes only two Unions report

having circulated petitions.

Somerset : Reports every Union ready and willing to help in all

legislative work that will benefit our cause.

Sagadahoc : Has only circulated the suffrage petition.

Waldo—Miss Miller: Writes that Belfast and Searsmont Unions

circulated the petition against military drill in schools and secured

some hundred names.

York—Mrs. E. J. Crowell, superintendent: Reports the petition

to abolish military drill in public schools circulated.

No reports from five counties.

Our national superintendent of Legislative Work and Petition.

Mrs. Ellis, states that we must labor to have women appointed as

factory inspectors, as physicians in hospitals and insane asvlums, as

trustees in all state institutions, and as police matrons in cities, and

strive to educate the people along the lines of desired legislation.

Hold meetings, have good lecturers, distribute literature on the subject

you desire bringing prominently before them, and so educate public

sentiment that legislators may be made to realize that their con

stituency demand these reforms. To this end, it is very desirable

that women should understand the laws in their respective states

pertaining to women and children ; such as marriage, divorce,

custody of children, property, franchise, age of consent, labor,

etc., etc. These should be culled from the great mass of verbiage,

and in concise form scattered broadcast. This would do more to

awaken an interest in the subject of Equal Rights than any other

course we could pursue. The local Unions should make these laws

a study, familiarizing themselves with the good and the bad laws of

their States, that they could point out to the voters in their own

immediate circle, as well as in the larger circle, what they desire to

have remedied.

Dear superintendents and co-workers, may

"God send us many friends, brave and true-hearted,

Fighting our battles with courage and love ;

In this great strife may we never be parted,

Till in Thy kingdom we all meet above."

Respectfully submitted,

L. C. LAMB.
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Franchise.

Madam President and Ladies :

In submitting my report of what used to be culled the «»popular

branch of our work, I am glad to say with confidence that there has

been a marked gain in Franchise sentiment, within the past two

vears all over the State. Three vears ago but four Unions reported

to the state superintendent on this question. Today I have reports

from every county but one in the State, as well as thirtv-six reports

from local Unions, while a large number of new Unions not yet

fairlv on their feet on this question will be ready to report next year.

Androscoggin countv—Mrs. L.C.Lamb, superintendent: Reports

municipal suffrage petitions, literature, and cards, have been

sent to everv Union in the countv. The news from Greene by Mrs.

Thomas is that the petitions and literatuie have been freelv circulated

anil welcomed. Mrs. Wilder of Turner savs : "Suffrage petitions

circulated ; after strenuous eflorts the town agencv has been

removed ; addresses on Franchise have been given at the Grange

and have been warmly approved. Livermore Falls Union is alive,

and prepared to do aggressive work ; manv believe in temperance

work who do not touch the Franchise question ; we miist agitate and

educate. Auburn, Mechanic Falls, Lisbon Falls and South Durham,

for the first time since the connection with the countv work of the

present superintendent, sent no report.

Aroostook county—Mrs. DeWitt, writes: "Preceding our county

convention in June, a large number of our Unions reported, and all

were more or less interested in the question of Equal Rights. We

have bad no Suffrage lecturer the last year, but one of our Unions

had a home talent Suffrage meeting, where the question was dis

cussed pro and con, before a good audience. A vote was taken and

a large majority of the young men voted for Equal Rights. I have

held one meeting with Mapleton Union in the interest of Franchise

alone, and I think all present may be said to have been friendly to it.

There is no doubt but a large majority in our county are favorable

to woman's enfranchisement ; petitions for it are readily signed and

there is no lack of enthusiasm."



97

Hancock county: With her usual promptness, Mrs. Ann F.

Greely writes : "We have had no lectures on Franchise the past year,

but the people very generally are in full sympathy with the cause,

so much so, that our Woman's Club always devotes one session to

the discussion, and we seldom meet without referring in some way

to the reform. We circulate a great deal of Franchise literature as

well as Temperance, and much good work has been done in this way

that could not have been done by lectures. I certainly do not know

a woman or a man who would refuse to sign our petitions, and I

have thought that the disgraceful attitude of our political parties may

hasten the day of woman's enfranchisement, as they may give it to

us to secure our votes. On general principles, I have no doubt of

the final triumph of Temperance and Surlrage, and I think you can

safely report that the cause is steadily gaining in Eastern Maine.

Kennebec county : Franchise superintendent of this county, Mrs.

Kate C. Pishon, deplores the lack of neiv Franchise literature, and

might have been discouraged at the set back given us at Augusta,

but for the steady advance she sees in public sentiment, and the worth

of education on this line among the people. She has circulated

numerous petitions, sometimes with personal instructions, and has

secured a column in the Kennebec "Journal for Franchise clippings,

which are well appreciated. Mrs. Pishon made a full report at her

county convention of all her work, which was in all respects interest

ing and encouraging.

Knox county : Reports encouragingly through its superintendent

that she has sent petitions to everv Union in the county with request

that they be signed and returned to Headquarters before the first of

Januarv and she thinks it will be done. Her local Union is strong

on the question of Franchise and is gaining. The gain in the county

has been surprising within the last four years, so much so, that a

speedy end of disenfranchisement is looked for.

Penobscot county—Mrs. E R. Norton, writes: "I was unable to

do anv work last year, and resigned at our last countv convention,

and it was decided to drop that department from our work in favor

of the many other departments. I asked for reports of Franchise

work and found it hail not been taken up in any Union. Your

petitions, etc., received, and if I can find anyone willing to circulate

them will do so ; but this is a kind of work our people take up

reluctantly, although they are favorable to Suffrage."



98

Waldo county—Miss E. F.Miller, superintendent, reports thus:

"I fee! as if I had done nothing, as an individual ; I talk about

equality, but do not argue; I give facts, somc leaflets, items for the

county papers ; also give out one copy of the Woman's Journal in

the Belfast Union. The majoiity is favorable to Suffrage. In the

smaller Unions theie are few, or no answers to my questions, still,

there are no serious diflerences of opinion, and sentiment on the

whole, favorable."

Piscataquis county : This county, as usual, is wide awake on the

Franchise question. It is freely discussed in meetings, literature

and petitions well circulated, and the sentiment points to as good a

showing as its record has made in past years ; and that has been a

proud one, worthy of the activity that secured it.

Somerset county : From Mrs. A. L. Vining the good news

comes that hercountvhas a Franchise superintendent in nearly everv

Union, though not much aggressive work has been done this year;

but the advance made, has come through the free circulation of liter

ature, and talks and discussions in Unions. She rinds more literature

is needed, and hopes superintendents will supply themselves at

conventions.

Oxford county—Mrs. Ellen L. Pierce, superintendent: Writes

that the enfranchisement of women has been a favorite topic of dis

course at all public meetings. Miss Kearnev speaking most eloquentlv

on the subject. That public sentiment is increasing there, is

evidenced she thinks, bv some Unions taking up the Franchise work

for the first time, this year.

Washington county—Mrs. Bernard Rogers: Reports that all the

leading Unions in her county have taken up Franchise work and are

making progress. Calais Union has distributed much literature and

public sentiment has advanced. Eastport Union has circulated

petitions with good results; at literary clubs the subject has received

a full share of attention, discussions having brought out strong

points in its favor. In Pembroke, the Franchise sentiment is steadilv

advancing among persons of both sexes; some of the new members-

elect of the Legislature have been interviewed as to their standing on

the Franchise question with favorable results. Mrs. Leighton writes

that 400 leaflets have been distributed in Eastport and that there

seems to be a growing interest in the subject.
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Lincoln county—Mrs. Helen M. Daggett : Reports that in June

last she wrote to every Union in her count} in relation to her county

work, to which each responded. She adds. "A woman's club, with

women against women as contestants, which resulted in favor of

woman's rights, was but a repetition of those held for vears in our

academy with a negative decision." She also says that the Franchise

work is increasing in the county and earnestly prays that she may be

able to do more and better work.

York county : From West Lebanon, Burton and Biddeford,

reports come that there is an increasing interest in favor of Woman's

Franchise often publicly expressed. The most encouraging phase

of it is, that women who have always stood aloof on this question,

show that they are beginning to think that Woman's Suffrage is

reasonable, desirable, and sure to come. Club women not organized

for Suffrage, come out quite strong for the equality of the sexes, are

doing more thinking than ever before, and some men, are giving the

subject a good deal of attetition. Education on this subject is gain

ing everywhere, since our leaders have done so muclv in this line.

Cumberland county: Work goes steadily on, everv Union heard

from still remaining firm in its adherence to Franchise work.

SuHrage sentiment has been ably presented in this district, as

in fact it has been in every county in the State, within the

year. Opposition is fast fading away, and remonstrances are

giving place to adherents. I have sent to the county superin

tendents and local Unions, 108 cards, 246 petitions, 98 pamphlets,

700 pages leaflets, 5S letters, and many copies of the Union

Signal, Woman's Journal, etc., which have been kindlv donated

for the purpose. Have received 36 reports from local Unions

which have not yet learned the necessity of reporting to county

superintendents instead of to the state ; and I wish here to emphasize

a suggestion made some time since, that a more systematic

hne of woik between local and county superintendents would help

us all very much. The Stroudwater Union has had a gain of

27 members, and has organized a Loyal Temperance Legion of

33 members, all of whom we hope to make Equal Rights men and

women. This sentiment however, is so well established in our

town, that we are not called upon to do much Franchise work,

and our standing in our Union when last put to vote was solid for

Equal Rights. Oui countv superintendent was not appointed until
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last May, which has somewhat retarded the work of local reporters

and consequently the State report of this county work, but Mrs.

Hunt will take up the work very soon, and will give to it its much

needed efficiency.

Franklin countv : Last but not least, as we learned through Mrs.

Beedv's unfinished history of last evening, reports but little work

done there for Suffrage since last May, when a satisfactory showing

was made at the county convention. Like other believers in Equal

Suffrage, the W. C. T. U. ladies all speak judicious words in its

favor, as thev have opportunitv, and their column in the newspaper

does what it can to enlighten the public on this question.

To those of vou who are weary of the struggle for our enfranchise

ment, as we all mav be at times, there are assurances thai we are

not to be left alone to can v on the warfare ; there are unconscious

allies in our field. As a noted writer has said : ''Everv institution

of learning that admits the sex, everv one who employs a woman

thus helping her to independence, everv invention that relieves her

from drudgery, all these are clearing a path to the ballot box for

women the world over. Women's clubs, whatever their proclaimed

objects, and whether thev realize the fact or not, are political train

ing schools for citizenship."

Now, I ask, is this vast body of women, trained in the best

methods of citizenship, to be resisted, when, as their very teaching

indicates they come to claim their political heritage? For, everv

educated woman, be she suffragist or anti-suffragist, wants good

government for her town, citv and nation ; and when she studies the

relationship of individuals to citizenship, is it unnatural or unwise

that she should wish to have a voice in the choice of those in public

office by whom she and her children are to he governed? Let those

of us, and those not of us, who falter in their decision as to what

is right to do in this matter, safely rest on the authority of one of

the greatest and wisest men of modern times, whose name is idolized

in his own country and revered by every civilized nation on the face

of the globe, who declared in his great-hearted yet simple words:

*'I go for all sharing the privileges of the government who assist in

bearing its burdens, bv no means excluding women." We, whose

noblest ally he was, like to call him simply Abraham Lincoln the

would-be emancipator of women as well as of the slave.

LOUISE TITCOMB.
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Peace and Arbitration.

Madam President and Ladies oj the Convention :

Before giving the reports by counties, I will allude to what the

state department has done. A letter was sent to every county Union,

requesting all who had not appointed a county superintendent of

Peace to do so. Circular letters and literature were sent to clergy

men throughout the State asking them to preach a sermon on Peace

Sunday. Many did so and several wrote for more literature. Let

ters and petitions were sent to every Union in the State, desiring each

to secure signatures to the petition against the introduction of the

militarv drill in the public schools. When our representati\es at

Washington received these memorials by the hundreds I think thev

must have come to the conclusion that the Maine W. C T. U. is

alive, even if it never pretends to be in fighting trim. A memorial

signed by the state executive committee and the peace superintendent

was sent to Washington, urging the government to settle the little

trouble between England and the United States without warfare.

We have not yet learned that war has been declared between these

two great nations; nor have we yet received a telegram stating that

perpetual peace has been declared through our efforts. The state

department of Peace has circulated, either by mail or at conventions

several hundred pages of literature. The press has been made use

of, and the state superintendent has spoken before one countv

convention.

Sagadahoc county : Reports the usual amount of work accom

plished. Popham Beach Union has distributed literature and sent

Peace resolutions to Congress. Bath Union has circulated the

petition against the military drill ; preachers have given talks in

the interest of Peace before their sermons ; one clergyman has

promised to preach on the subject. Several copies of The Acorn

have been taken, and children of one class ha\e written letters to

this paper as a literarv exercise. One pastor makes it a rule to prav

for Peace each Sabbath.

Interest in the cause is on the increase in .Somerset county.

Several Unions observed Peace Sunday. Three Peace sermons

were preached, one at North Anson and two at Madison. The


