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COVER ILLUSTRATION: Loading lobsters into a “smack,” fishermen 
place their catch on a “culling board” to check sizes against official state 
limits. The romance implied in this 1909 illustration from Scribners Maga­
zine obscures the fact that fishermen such as these were victimized by consoli­
dation of fresh-lobster markets at the turn of the century. As Charles Scontras 
points out in this issue, Vinalhaven lobster fishermen reacted by forming 
organized labor s first lobster fishermen’s union, which in 1907 became an 
affiliate of the American Federation of Labor.
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