








The DRLB accent, supplementing the talking books program
of the Library of Congress, will be on Maine - books about it,
books by its authors, concerts by its musicians, plays produced
on its summer and winter stages, humor that happens here both
in word and in deed.

For Downeast, the “Three R’s” are different. They are
Readers, Room, Revenue.

More and more volunteer readers have come forward. Room
for them to read in has been built into the new studio. Revenue
to grow on must still be found.

These are the newest known facts and figures. 140 Maine
children can be helped towards education. 150 adults can be
aided in vocational rehabilitation. In all, 2000 to 2500 Maine
people stand to gain a dimension in living through DRLB
growth.

Textbook tapes are purchased by the student if he can afford
them, by the state for the student if he cannot (and a Federal-
State grant of $6000 for equipment in 1963 showed further offi-
cial approval of the project). This trickle of income earned by
output keeps DRLDB'’s life blood flowing. But for growth, it
must depend on private donations.

Such donations will be needed to buy hundreds of reels of re-
cording tape, to keep present equipment in good working order
and round it out with new, to keep pace with building mainte-
nance as time goes by, and the salary needs of a skeletal paid crew.

Money given to Downeast Recording Library rates maximum
deductions under Internal Revenue Service regulations; it is a
tax-exempt educational institution.

Says the American Federation for the Blind: “Work for the
adult blind in the United States is based on a system of coopera-
tion between public agencies, federal and state, and private
agencies both national and local.”

Neither competing with nor repeating the work of any other
group working to benefit the blind in Maine, Downeast Record-
ing Library is the first private agency ever to work as partner
to Maine’s public agency, the State Department of Health
and Welfare, which welcomed its birth and wishes it swift, sure
progress.

But Downeast Recording’s friends are the heart of that
matter.






