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The Maine Historical Society Quarterly is published at 170 
Stevens Hall, University of Maine at Orono, Orono, Maine 
04469, and is received by 2015 members and 135 libraries.

Manuscripts relating to any aspect of Maine history are invited. 
Submissions should reflect original, previously unpublished 
research done according to acceptable scholarly standards and 
should not exceed six thousand words. Style and footnotes 
should be in conformity with A Manual of Style, published by 
the University of Chicago Press.

The authors of all manuscripts published in the Quarterly 
become eligible to receive the James Phinney Baxter Award of 
$100.00. Established to promote excellence in the research and 
writing of Maine history, the Baxter Award is presented at the 
discretion of the Editorial Board to the author of the best article 
appearing in the Quarterly during the volume-year.

The Maine Historical Society assumes no responsibility for the 
opinions and interpretations expressed by its contributors.

The articles appearing in the Quarterly are abstracted in Histor­
ical Abstracts and America: History and Life, published by the 
American Bibliographic Center.
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Westward From Maine: A study Of T he Washburns As 
Classic American Myth

Theodore A. Webb 126

“Skeeing" In Maine: The Early Years, 1870's T o 1920's
E. John B. Allen 146

COVER ILLUSTRATION: “N orlands,” home to Israel Wash­
burn  and Patty Benjamin W ashburn, served as a debarkation 
point for seven W ashburn sons who spread the influence of their 
Maine upbringing to Augusta, the Middle West, and the halls of 
Congress. The record of their Diaspora, according to author 
Theodore A. Webb, enriches the symbolism of the mythical 
“American character.” The cut on the front cover is from a 
memorial exercise celebrating the W ashburn Memorial Library. 
The brochure is located in the University of Maine’s Fogler 
Library.
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