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Luke, II. Ch. Part of 10 & 11th Ver.

—“ Behold, I bring you good Tidings of great 
Joy, which shall be to all People. For 
UNTO YOU IS BORN----A SAVIOR, WHO IS CHRIST

the Lord.

IN choofing the paflage of fcripture, now recited, 
for the theme of this day’s difeourfe, I have refer­
ence to the practice, prevailing among fome fedts 

of Chriftians, of obferving a particular day in the year 
in commemoration of the birth of our Lord and Sav­
ior Jefus Chrift. The day, which has been fet apart 
to celebrate this molt interefling and joyful event, 
being fuppofed to correfpond to that, upon which 
Chrift was born, elapfed in the courfe of the pail week.

Though we, who differ in fome forms of worfhip, 
from moft of the eftablifhed churches in Europe, do 
not obferve any particular day, with the exprefs defign 
of remembering the nativity of our Savior, becaufe we 
think the time is not precifely afeertained, yet we ac­
knowledge the propriety of meditating upon an event, 
fo important, fo interefling to mankind, at fome of 

thofe
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thofe feafons, devoted to religious contemplation and 
improvement.

It is the fact—that a Savior is born—It is this fatft, 
upon which our faith is founded : And it is his divine 
doctrines, his holy and ufeful life, and his meritorious 
death, upon which it will be moft intcrefting and in- 
ftructive to meditate.

To a member of the Church of England or of Rome, 
who urges the propriety and obligation of obferving a 
particular day, to commemorate the birth of Chrift, 
we might fay—that there is fome uncertainty, refpedt- 
ing the cxadt time.*  Particularly, there is one cir- 
cumftance, which (hews, that the time, upon which 
thofe Churches have fixed for the celebration of it, is 
not probably the true one, which is this—the Angel, 
who publifhed the joyful tidings of a Savior’s birth, 
communicated it to fhepherds, who were “ watching 
their flocks in the fields by night.” For the climate of 
Judea, though more moderate than ours, is too fevere 
for the fhepherds to tend their flocks abroad, during 
the night, at the feafon, when it has been fuppofed 
Chrift was born.+—But it is comparatively unimpor­
tant to know the particular time or place of the Sav­
ior’s birth: Otherwife, we might fuppofe, that the 

infpired
* The ancient Greek and Romifh Churches did not agree in the particular 

day. The Greeks obferved the 23d of December.
1 The inhabitants of Judea confider November, December, and January, as 

the winter months. Travellers agree, that during thefe months, the degree of 
cold is generally fuch as to make fires neceflary. They obferve, that there is a 
very great difference in the degrees of heat and cold between the day and the night 
—and that the fhepherds have fome fhdter for their flocks in the night-time, 
through the months mentioned above.—It is probable, then, that Chrift was born 

early as Odober. We fay—“ it is probable”—The particular time, we con­
sider uncertain. See Tlarmer’s Obfervations, vol. III.
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infpired writers would have pointed out the day, and 
enjoined the obfervance of it.

In a difeourfe addreffed to Jews, who receive only 
the books of the Old Teftament; or to others, who 
reject the whole of the Bible, on account of fome tri­
fling difficulties in chronology, or on account of a few 
paffages, which they cannot perfectly underftand—• 
In a difeourfe addreffed to fuch perfons, it would be 
proper to go into a particular detail of prophecies re- 
fpedling the Meffiah, which were fulfilled in Chrift; 
and of the arguments, on which the Chriftian’s faith 
is founded.

But a critical diflertation of this kind to the audi­
ence, which I now addrefs, would, probably, be con- 
fidered as unneceffary. If I have ability to increafc 
your ftock of knowledge, in the line of fpeculation and 
criticifm, yet it will be far more important—far more 
ufeful—to bring to your remembrance the gracious 
dotftrines of the gofpel, and to defcribc the office and 
the fpiritual kingdom of him, whom we acknowledge 
to be the Chrift, the Savior of the world.—The good tid­
ings of great joy, which have been publifhed, and which 
are more extenfively to be made known, even to all 
people, are, that there is born a Savior, who is Chrift the 
Lord—whtfe name is fefus, who Jhall fave his people 

from their fins—who is declared to be the light of the 
world—who is called the Son of the Higheft—to whom 
the Lord God giveth the throne of his father David—and 
of whofe kingdom there Jhall be no end.

Thcfe truths cannot be altered by any circumftances 
of
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* It will not be fuppofed to be meant, that the truth of the Gofpcl Hiftory 
Would not be affedted if it could be proved, that Jefus Chrift did not live in Juded 
about the time, which the New Teftament mentions. Could it be proved, that 
Chrift never appeared in J»dea ; or, that he did not appear about the time generally 
believed, the Gofpel Hiftory muft be fet afide. This has not been done : but the 
contrary—that he appeared in Judea, and about the time commonly fuppofed'—the 
difference of a tew weeks, or even months, does not deftroy the fadb—has been un- 
gainfably proved by the teftimony both of believers and unbelievers.

of time or place. Were we ignorant, even of the ycaf 
or the country,*  which gave birth to this Divine Per- 
fon—this Friend and Savior of men—it would be of 
little confequence, as we are favoured with the gra­
cious dodlrines, the animating hopes and promifes of 
his gofpcl: As we have fuch indifputable evidence, 
that he is the true Mcfliah, from the happy effects of 
his religion: And as we have the moft abundant rea- 
fon to believe, from the part fulfilment of many pro­
phecies, that all thofe fhall moft certainly be accom- 
pliftied, which declare the triumph and the univerfal- 
ity of his glorious and peaceful kingdom;

Although it is not two thoufand years fince Chrift 
came in the flefh, yet he is faid to have been ordained 
before the foundation of the world. Immediately af­
ter the tranfgreffion of our firft parents, they were 
fupported by the promife, that, at fomc future time, 
a perfon fhould appear to deliver them from the evils 
confequent upon fin, and to put them in pofleflion of 
that immortality, which they had forfeited.—Of the 
holy Patriarch Abraham, who lived almoft as many 
years previoufly to the Savior’s birth, as have elapfed 
from that aera to the prefent time—Of him, it is faid, 
that be Jaw Cbrifl’s day—in vifion, or prophetically, it 
muft mean—and that he greatly rejoiced in the glori­

ous 
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bus profpedt. Many prophets and holy men, whofe 
days were numbered and finifhed long before the Mef- 
fiah perfonally appeared, believed in the promifes, which 
had refpedt to him, and died in faith and hope of a 
Savior to come—though they had not the joy of pious 
Simeon, who faw, with his bodily eyes, him, whom 
God had prepared before the face of all people, for falva- 
iion to the ends of the earth—nor, with his immediate 
difciples, had the privilege of hearing the gracious 
words, which proceeded out of his mouth.

Chriftians, alfo, in later times, rejoice, in reflefiing 
upon the bleffed, glorious tidings, which were pub- 
lifhed at a Savior’s birth, and from a thoufand argu­
ments and proofs, which prefs upon their minds, moft 
furely believe, that through his mediation there are 
pardon and peace for the penitent, the faithful and the 
fincere, and that they fhall participate the fpiritual, 
everlafting joys of heaven, purchafed by the blood of 
Chrijl, who was once offered for the fins of many.

I propofe to ftate concifely the leading doctrines of 
the gofpel—to delineate the character of Jefus Chrift, 
the Savior of men—and to make fome remarks rc- 
fpedting the nature of his kingdom.

When man was firft created, he was dignified with 
the image, and happy in the favor of his Maker. By 
tranfgreffion, he forfeited that ftate of innocence and 
blifs, in which he had been placed. The voice of the 
Deity, which once afforded him infinite delight and 
joy, now excites indefcribable terror in his affrighted 
mind.*  Whilft innocent, he was cheered and com­

forted 
* See Gencfis iii. 8.

B
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forced With the converfc of his God: When he had 
tranfgrefled, the mere found of his approach is as 
thunder burftmg on his guilty head. He has loft his 
Maker's approbation, and forfeited that life, which he 
had received at his hands. He is no longer allowed 
the converfe of heaven : He is no longer qualified to 
enjoy it. The fcntence of death is pronounced upon 
him, and he already finds the feeds of mortality work­
ing his diflo'lution—he is haftening to mingle with 
his native duft. And if he is to exift in another ftate, 
he cannot enjoy happinefs : for, rejecting the divine 
guidance and direction, he choofes to govern himfelr, 
and yields tothefolicitationsof his tumultuous paffions, 
which urge him on to thofe practices, which inevitably 
lead to mifery.

Into fuch a deplorable fituation did fin bring the 
firft parents of mankind. But God entertained thoughts 
of benevolence and grace. Adam was JubjeEted in 
hope. A Savior was provided, who, in due time, 
fliould appear for the redemption and falvation of all 
thofe, who believe and obey his gofpel. And all men 
have need of the bleflings and favors, which are dif- 
penfed by the Savior. Fol all have finned: confe- 
quently, are condemned by that law, under which they 
were firft placed, and have forfeited all claim to hap­
pinefs or cxiftence.

Naturally, mankind appear to be infenfible of fpi- 
ritual and divine fubjedls, and attached to merely fen- 
fual pleafures. Though not difnterejledly vicious— 
not lovers of fin, as fin—their difpofitions and exer­

tions
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tions arc directed to the purfuit of worldly objects and 
prefent enjoyment, rcgardlefs of the government of 
God, to which they ought to fubmit, and inattentive 
to his precepts, which direft us in the way of peace. 
With an accumulation of evil upon the mind, the un- 
derjlandittg darkened, being alienated from ibe divine life, 
through ibe ignorance which was in them,—directed by 
pernicious errors, and governed by the paflions, man­
kind, without the light, affiftance and grace of heaven, 
are fubjefted to the awful alternative of lofing their 
exiftence, or of being miferable forever. God, who 
is love, and who delights in the happinefs of his crea­
tures, when man had thus erred, fent his Son to en­
lighten, to redeem and fave him. By Jefus Chrifl, 
the Son of God, we arc made acquainted with the di-, 
vine charafter, will and precepts—he has wrought out 
redemption for us, by the temptations and fufferings 
which he endured in the flcfli—and through his me­
diation, there are derived to us the influence and ope­
ration of the Deity, to deliver us from the dominion 
of corrupt affections and debating paflions, which war 
againft the 'welfare of our immortal fouls—and to dif- 
pofe and enable us to follow the divine inftruftions, 
which lead to the participation of fpiritual and ever- 
lafting joys.

According to the prophecies, which went before 
concerning the Mefliah—according to his doftrine, 
when be appeared in the flefh—he comes from heaven 
with meflages of grace to a guilty world, and beftows 
immortality upon wretched, dying men.—Thefe were 
the joyful tidings publithed at the Savior’s birth.

If
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If we were on the bed of iicknefs, how fincerely 

ihould wc welcome the approach of him, who came 
with certain remedies for all our pains, and gave to 
our emaciated limbs the ftrength and foundnefs of 
perfect: health 1 If in bondage to an unpitying foe, 
who fubjedted us to all the reftraints and fervices of 
cruel ilavery, what gratitude ihould we feel toward 
the benevolent friend, who ihould unloofe the bands 
of fervitude and oppreflion, and reftore to us the blef- 
iings of fweet liberty and peace !—What joyful ftrains 
of holy gratitude and exalted praife then, ought we to 
adopt, when we recoiled! the Mefllah’s birth, who has 
revealed the gracious purpofes of heaven, and fandtion- 
cd and confirmed the declarations with his blood :— 
who delivers us from fpiritual bondage—from the aw­
ful effedis of fin—removes the fearful apprehenfions of 
the guilty confidence—-burfts afuqder the chains of 
Satan, with which he is binding us down to irreme­
diable deftrudlion—deftroys the dread-infpiring pow­
er of gloomy death—and points out a glorious immor­
tality to come.

That the Son of God—the image and reprefentative 
of the invifiblc Deity—-ihould condefcend to appear 
in the form of humanity ; ihould fubmit himfclf to all 
its evils and diftrefles ; ihould lead a laborious, pain­
ful life, being expofied to the infults and pcrfecutions 
of bigotted, malicious men ; and ihould at laft refign 
himfelf to all the excruciating tortures of a ihameful, 
violent death—The contemplation of thefe unparallel­
ed events might well excite the wonder of Angels, and 
command their eager admiration. But, for whofe 

benefit
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benefit are fuch facrifices made—fuch pains and evils 
fuffered ? For us mortals, who by our fins had de- ,
prived ourfclves of the divine approbation ; who were 
wandering far aftray from the divine precepts, in 
which only is to be found true and lafting peace; and, 
without thought or reflection, were fart haftening to 
" irrepealable, enduring death.” Stupid, infenfible 
beings ! do we continue unmoved by fuch love, fuch 
grace divine ?—When we read or hear the reprefenta- 
tion of fuch wondrous grace, do we not poffefs the 
moft grateful fentiments4 which language cannot ex­
prefs ? But yet, unable to remain in filence, at fuch 
a delightful recollection, do we not find ourfelves edn- 
firained, as it were, to utter the overflowings of our 
ever-grateful hearts in accents of moft exalted praife ?

You imagine, perhaps, my hearers, that you con­
template the fubjeCt of the Savior’s love with fincereft 
thankfulnefs. You are ready to fay, that you receive 
moft gratefully this merciful difpenfation, and that 
you w’ill cheerfully fubmit to the directions of the 
gofpel.. But this can be known only by your con­
duct. If you indulge in any vicious habits or prac­
tices—if you be under the dominion of fin, and the 
flaves of your lufts—you, certainly, are not duly af- 
feCted with the Redeemer’s grace, nor have experi­
enced its power on your hearts.—And if the mild lan­
guage of love and grace will not engage you to fuit- 
able returns of gratitude, nor perfuade you to a willing 
compliance with the Savior’s precepts, what confider- 
ation can be fuggefted, which will prove effectual to 
lead you to fincerc penitence and gofpel obedience ?

Will
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Will the terrific language of threatening awaken your 
fears, and excite you to flee from the wrath to come ?— 
But fear alone, unmixed with reverence and love, is a 
fervile principle. Poflibly, however, in reflecting up­
on the denunciations of wrath againft the ungodly, 
you may be led to think more ferioufly of a future 
judgment, and be perfuaded to lay bold upon the hope 
fet before you in the gofpel. But it fliould feem, that, 
by meditating upon the benevolence and grace of 
God, in the gift of his Son, who publifhes peace on 
the earth, and difpenfes falvation to guilty men, ex­
cept you were deftitute of every ingenuous, grateful 
fentiment, you would not only feel your hearts expand 
with facred joy—but would be careful to exprefs the 
gratitude you feel, by an obedient, holy life.

The doctrines publifhed by Jefus Chrift, who is 
born the Savior of men, fuppofes the ruined, wretched 
ftate, in which fin involves them. The joyful tidings, 
which he proclaims, are, that God is reconcileable to 
erring, guilty man ; that there is pardon for fin upon 
fincere repentance; and that there is falvation for the 
faithful, perfevering Chriftian.

Were we to confider the doubts and fears of the 
human mind, when ignorant of revelation—or fhould 
we reflect upon the unutterable diftrefs and anguifh 
poffefling the affrighted foul, which is confcious of 
having provoked the difpleafure of heaven by its many 
fins—Should we then recoiled the hopes and promifes 
of the gofpel, we muft acknowledge, that fuch wond­
rous grace demands the higheft, nobleft ftrains of 

holy
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holy gratitude; and fhould call forth our fincereft 
joy, when we recolledt the birth of him, who difpenfes 
“ bleflings fo divine on man.”

But all the gifts of heaven may be mifimproved; 
and gofpel grace may be received in vain.—By fin, 
we were deprived of our Maker’s approbation; and 
notwithftanding the overtures of mercy, if we continue 
in fin, we cannot juftly expert to be finally interefted 
in thofe immortal bleflings, which are difpenfed by 
Jefus Chrift, the Son of God. The gofpel is the pow­
er of God to thofe, who repent and believe. But, to 
the wicked, it proclaims not peace. They are ftill 
the children of wrath, and are under condemnation. 
See, then, that ye refuje not him, whoJpeaketh from heaven. 
For this benevolent Savior, who now invites you to 
accept falvation, will hereafter judge the world in righ- 
teoufnefs, and render to every one according to his works.

DISC.
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DISCOURSE II.

THE whole fyftem of revelation from heaven to 
man has refpedt to the Savior. All the pro- 

mifes and hopes, which it contains, are difpenfcd by 
him ; and are reprefented as flowing through his 
mediation.—The plan of redemption originated in 
the benevolence of the Deity : but the bleflings and 
benefits, which his grace defigned, he beftows by 
Jefus Chrifl, his Son,

In the early ages of the world, the holy Patriarchs, 
under all the trials and afflictions of their earthly pil­
grimage, were fupported by the aflurance, that a Sav­
ior was already appointed in the counfels of heaven, 
and that, at a future day, he fhould appear among men, 
to confirm the hopes and promifee, zvfyich they had Jeen 
afar off, and to bring life and immortality to light.

The law, which God gave the Ifraciites by Mofes, 
did not fupercede, nor render ineffectual, the promifes 
of grace previoufly made to the faithful Patriarchs, 
which had refpeCt to a Savior to come. It convinces 
us more fully of the neceflity of a Mediator, to make 
reconciliation for us—By its rites and ceremonies it 
prefigured the great, the unblemifhed, the perfect fa- 
crifice of the Son of -God, and points to him, as the 
only fure foundation of our hope.

- < ‘ 1 Whenever
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Whenever the fpirit of God revealed to the holy 
prophets, future feenes to be exhibited to unborn gen­
erations, and enabled them to look forward to events 
far diftant in the womb of time, the delightful, trans­
porting anticipation of the Savior’s day was firft in 
their enraptured minds; they dwell on the joyful 
event with pious gratitude; and delight to defcribe, 
in all the beauty and emphafis of prophetic language, 
the fublime and heavenly doeftrines, the divine and 
perfect character, the fpiritual and peaceful, but finally 
glorious and triumphant kingdom of Jefu3 the Mef- 
fiah—Unto us a child is born, unto us a fin is given—the 
fpirit of the Lord Jball be upon him, the fpirit of wifdom, 
of knowledge and underftanding—by his knowledge, he Jball 
juft ify many, for he Jball bear their iniquities—with righ- 
teoufnefs, he Jball judge the poor and reprove with equity 
for the meek of the earth—His name Jball be called Won­
derful-—the mighty God, the Father of Eternity, the Prince 
of Peace. Of the increafe of his government and peace 
there Jball be no end—Dominion and glory and a kingdom 

Jball be given him, that all people, nations and languages 
Jbould ferve him : his dominion is an everlafting dominion, 
whichJball not pafs away, and bis kingdom that whichJball 
not be deftroyed.

In our former difeourfe upon this fubjedt, we men­
tioned the dodlrines of grace, the joyful tidings of 
which the Savior brings from heaven to erring, finful 
man. Thefe are pardon and reconciliation to the fin- 
cerely penitent, and the promife of a future and ever­
lafting life of glory to thofe who faithfully obferve the 
inftrudtions of the gofpel, and perfevere in obedience 
to the Savior’s commands. We

C
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We proceed to make fome obfervations upon the 
character of Chrift, and concerning the nature of hi*  
kingdom among men.

The character of Chrift, as a Prince and King, 
which appellations are often applied to him in fcrip- 
ture, will be attended to, when we fpeak of his king­
dom. It is propofed, previoufly to make fome re­
marks with regard to his life and conduit, as exhibit­
ed, when he appeared in the flefh.

In his difpofition, the Savior was mild, gentle, for­
giving—in his external deportment, meek and humble 
—and in his endeavours to promote the prefent and 
future good of men, conftant and unwearied.

A humble, unaffuming deportment is juftly con- 
ftdered as an indication of true greatnefs. Never was 
fuch humility exhibited, as we difeover in the charac­
ter of Jefus Chrift. He affected not external parade 
or grandeur. Pride and oftentation never marked 
his conduit.—Though all the elements were at his 
command, and he had power to convert the moft 
common fubftances in nature, into articles of wealth, 
of elegance and luxury, he condefcended to be born 
of poor, obfeure parents—was fubjeit to their com­
mands—and fubmitted himfclf to all the evils of pov­
erty, to all the inconveniences of obfeurity. What a 
feene is prefented to our aftonifhed recolleition !— 
Behold that tender infant flretched on the coarfeft 
ftraw, in the cold manger, where the brutal herd are 
fed—View that youth employed in all the labors and 
fervices of poverty, confining himfelf to an obfeure 

fituation,
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fituation, though he has wifdotn to confound the 
greateft philofophers, and to gain the admiration and 
applaufe of the liftening multitude—Contemplate that 
perfon, in all the maturity of perfeCt manhood, with 
the moft benevolent purpofes in his heart, enduring 
the cruel infults and perfecutions of the fickle popu­
lace, and bigotted, malicious priefts—RecolleCt his 
mild, forgiving difpofition under all this fhamcful, 
violent abufe; that when he is reviled, he revileth not 
again ; who, for bitter curfes and unmerited reproach, 
returns the gentle language of blcfling and forgivenefs 
—Gonfider that thefe various feenes were all exhibit­
ed in the Savior’s life—that it was he who aCted thefe 
feveral characters—and acknowledge, that he difeover- 
cd humility of deportment, and mildnefs and fweet- 
nefs of difpofition hitherto unparalleled.

Behold the Savior, with all the unaffected dignity 
of a divine inftruCtor, yet in the mild, endearing lan­
guage of affedtion, counfelling and exhorting a blind, 
miftaken people, on fubjcCts moft interefting to their 
future, everlafting peace—See the tear of pity, which 
he fheds, at the idea of the accumulated woes, vyhich 
threaten his devoted countrymen—And confefs that 
the moft benevolent fentiments—that divine com­
panion—filled his bread.

If we contemplate the character of Chrift, in con­
nexion with the doCtrines and precepts, which he de­
livered, we (hall find it confident, uniform, perfeCt. 
His example is the belt comment upon that pure and 
perfeCt fyftem, which he publifhed to the world. He 
was harmlefs, holy, and feparate from every fin. The 

tw«
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two great commands of his gofpel, are, to love God 
fupremely, and our fellow-beings as ourfelves. Exam­
ine his life, and you will find, that he ever manifefted 
the moft difinterefted benevolence toward men, and 
the moft perfect acquiefcence and obedience with re­
gard to the will of heaven.

As propofed, we fhall now confidcr the nature of 
the Mcffiah’s kingdom.

When Pontius Pilate, before whom our Savior was 
accufed, afked him, if he affirmed the title of King of 
the fezes, Jefus did not give a particular anfwer to 
the enquiry, but replied, JWy kingdom is not of this world. 
Chrift’s kingdom is not of this world, in that it is not 
eflablifhed and fupported in the manner, in which 
the princes and great men of the earth obtain author­
ity and dominion over their fellow-beings. It is 
not founded in force or oppreffion, nor maintained by 
artifice or intrigue. His kingdom is eftablifhcd in 
the hearts of his faints, and requires the fubmiflion, 
the obedience of the moft fecret difpofitions and af­
fections of the foul. The kingdom of Chrift is a fpi- 
ritual government, defigned to train us up, by holy 
difcipline and warfare with our paflions, to glorious 
triumphs over every debafing luft and worldly princi­
ple. It defigns our fandtification, and our qualifica­
tion for pure and perfect joy in a more exalted ftate.

Such were the grofs ideas, fuch the worldly views 
of the Jewifh nation, that they expected in the Meffiah, 
a powerful temporal Prince, who fhould fubdue all 
their enemies, and make them fuperior to all the na­

tion?
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tions of the earth. Sopie of them, indeed, fuppoied, 
that Chrift’s kingdom would be partly fpiritual—that 
he would deliver them from the cruel bondage of ex­
ternal foes, that they might more regularly ferve the 
Lord.*

With fuch expectations, and being in fubjcdlion to 
a mighty enemy, to lid themfelves of whom, fuch a 
princely Mefliah, as they promifed themfelves, would 
have been moft joyfully received—When Chrift ap­
peared, deftitute of kingly power, fo unlike his victo­
rious father David, and directed all his exertions to fit 
them for the future, fpiritual world, they Jaw no beauty 
in him> that they Jhould dejire or refpecl him. They were 
exceedingly mortified, that a perfon of fuch a humble 
appearance fhould pretend to be the Mefliah, whom 
they had reprefented as a temporal Prince, and by 
wrhom they expected great worldly honor and aggran­
dizement. They were enraged againft him, and con- 
fpired his deftrudtion.

The miftaken idea concerning the character and 
kingdom of the Mefliah, which fo generally prevailed 
among the Jews, might in part be owing to fome of 
the prophecies,+ which apply to him, where he is 
mentioned as a Prince, and a kingdom is faid to be 
given him, which fhall finally triumph over all op- 
pofition, and of which there fhall be no end.

Becaufe the prophets, in fome places, dcfcribed 
Chrift, as fuffering, and in other parts of their writings, 
__________ _____________________________ as 

* See Luke i. 74, 75,
+ The Jews mifeonftrued them. If they had attended to other prophecies, 

t ey muft have been convinced that his humility and fufterings were not inconfift- 
•nt with what had been predided.
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as reigning and triumphing, the opinion has been 
adopted by fome of the Jews, that two diflindl per- 
fons were predicted—One of whom fhould fuffer and 
die for their benefit—the other appear in pomp and 
power, to fubdue and to deflroy their numerous foes. 
An idea fomewhat fimilar to this has been adopted by 
fome Chriftians—That Jefus Chrifl: fhall again perfon- 
ally dwell upon the earth, with the power, and in the 
chara&er, of a temporal Prince.

Indeed, Chrifl—even he, who once appeared in the 
humble form of a fervant, who led a life of painful 
labor, who fubmitted to cruel perfections and a 
fhameful death—Even he is a Prince and King in 7Jon: 
He {ball rule in righteoufnefs: like kingdoms of this world 
(ball become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chrifl, 
and he fhall reign forever and ever.

All erroneous, oppreffive governments are properly 
the empire of Satan. But he and his agents fhall 
be fubdued, and all their works fhall be deftroyed by 
Jefus Chrifl the Son of God. They can continue no 
longer than he permits. Their power to opprefs and 
deceive mankind fhall be taken away. And Chrifl, 
who is King of kings and Lord of lords, and whofe 
right only it is, fhall rule and govern the world. The 
principles of Chriflianity fhall become the law of na­
tions, as well as of individual faints ; and his gofpel, 
which is a peaceful, benevolent, moral fyflcm, fhall be 
triumphant, fhall be univerfal.

Already have the benevolent principles of the 
Chriflian religion—I fpeak not only of individuals, 

but
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but of nations and focieties of men—Already have 
the benevolent principles of the Chriftian religion, the 
principles of rational, equal liberty, begun to operate, 
and have produced their happy efteds in various parts 
of the civilized world. The mighty monument of civil 
and ecclefiaftical tyranny, ereded by the ignorance and 
wickednefs of paft ages, has received a fhock by the'**  
diffufion of chriitian knowledge and principles, which 
is a fatal prelude to its total deftrudion.

Perhaps, it will be thought invidious, or confider- 
ed as prejudice, to mention particular countries—But 
the mind cannot be kept from refleding upon the 
great events, which have taken place in the land, in 
which we dwell, tending to the improvement both of 
civil and religious fyflems, which fooner or later will 
prevail throughout the habitable globe.

When we refled upon the firft fettlement of this 
country by our pious anceftors, who fled from ecclefi­
aftical opprefiion and perfecution—When we recoi­
led the contemporary circumftances and the confe- 
quent events of the late conteft for civil freedom— 
When we confider the recent exertions of a mighty 
nation in Europe, hitherto fuccefsful againft civil and 
ecclefiaftical tyranny—When we attentively examine 
thefe great events, we cannot but acknowledge the 
hand of providence ; and confefs, that thofe prophe­
cies, which foretell the prevalence and triumphs of 
the Meffiah’s kingdom, are faft accomplifhing.

According to the opinion of many learned divines, 
the period of Judgment, mentioned in the Revela­

tions,
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lions,*  is already commenced. The advocates and 
adherents of tyrannical governments are in great diC- 
trefs, dreading the ruin of the mighty fabrick of def- 
potifm, which has hitherto flickered them. Nor is it 
an idle apprehenfion. No longer fliall they be allow­
ed to opprefs and deceive mankind. The time is faft 
approaching, appointed in the counfels of heaven, to 
punifh and to deflroy that anti-chriftian power, who 
has fitten as Queen among the nations ; who has deluded 
the people with her forceries, and governed with ufurped 
authority : Who has persecuted the true followers offefus ; 
who has made herfelf drunken with the blood of the faints / 
and whofe impiety and blafphemies have afeended to 
the throne of God. But thofe very nations, which 
fhe has been permitted to deceive, and which have ac­

knowledged

* The phrafeology of the Revelations, or prophetic vifions of St. John, is 
highly figurative. The predictions, which the book contains, relate to the pro- 
grefs of Chriftianity in the world ; and give a concife account of the ftate of thofe 
countries, where it ihould be profefled. This is admitted by all thofe, who ha>e 
ftudied the Apocalypfe with attention—Mede, Sir I. Newton, Lowman, Biihop 
Newton, Langdon, &c. And whoever will attend to the hiftory of Europe and of 
the weftern parts of Afia, for the laft feventeen hundred years, will find, that the 
leading events, which have taken place, moft furprifingly correfpond to the emble­
matic reprefentations given in the Apocalypfe.—It ihould be confidered, that when 
a Judgment and Refurre&ion are mentioned, they are to be underftood figuratively : 
the one indicating the fuppreflion of thofe fyftems, which contain principles con­
trary to the gofpel of Chrift : the other, the triumph of fyftems and perfons, who 
acknowledge the principles and authority of Chriftianity. We muft put this con- 
ftrueftion upon thofe terms, if we will keep to a confiftent, fyftematic interpretation 
of the book.—But when the refurre&isn and future judgment are fpoken of in thofe 
paflages of the infpired fcriptures, which are hiftorical or didaCtic, we ought to un- 
derftand them literally.—Befide, we are led to admia the meaning of the term judg­
ment, for which we here contend, becaufe the reprefentation given of it, and the 
sircumftances mentioned in connexion with it, make this conftruftion neceflary^ 
The judgment of the great antichriftian power is this—that it fliall lofe its influence , 
be deprived of its ufurped, oppreflive dominion—that thofe, who formerly fupport- 
ed this power in its unjuft claims, and fubmitted to its errors and tyrannies, fliall 
be inftrumental in judging and punifliing it, in that they fliall oppofe, fight againft 
and deftroy it. See Rev. chap. xiv. 7, 8.—chap. xvii. 13, 16, 17-—chap, xviii. 
throughout. See aHo Winthrop's conftru€tion of the paflages, to which we herd 
refer, in his (( Attempt.’1
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knowledged and fupportcd her ufurped, opprefiive 
dominion, God has declared, he will ftir up againft 
her : they fliall pull herdown from her boafted height 
of" power, and burn her with jireb*  It is determined 
by the God of the whole earth, and he hath revealed 
it to his fervants the prophets. He who ruleth in 
heaven and on the earth will overturn and overturn 
and overturn, until all nations and people fliall ac­
knowledge the authority of his Son, and fliall fubmit 
themfelves to his righteous government.

God, in his providence, fcldom operates by mira­
cles. He works ordinarily by the inftrumentality of 
thofe common laws of nature, which he hath previ- 
oufly eftablifhed ; and overules the plans and actions 
of human beings to the promotion of his own eternal 
purpofes. Whilft individuals and nations are pur- 
fuing their particular fehemes, he is carrying on the 
great defigns of his righteous providence. Indeed, 
this is the fame as operating in what we call a mira­
culous manner. It is the difplay of the fame infinite 
wifdom: It is the exertion of the fame almighty 
power.

In recolle&ing the important events, which, in cur 
days, have taken place, in this or in a diftant land, 
what if we behold not fuch wonders, as w ere w rought 
in favor of ancient Ifrael, in order to convince the 
heathens of the vanity of their idols, and to prove, 
to blind, ftupid man, that all the elements were under 
the controul of Jehovah, and that all events were 

bv
* That is, her fyftem ihall be fet afide, (hall be deftroyed, by the prevalence of 

^ofe principles, which acknowledge the ec^ual rights of man.

D



E * ]

by his appointment or permiflion ? What if we have 
not fcen the waters of the ocean retire, to prepare 
a paffage for the favored of heaven, and again raifing 
their mighty waves, to drown their cruel oppreffors ? 
What if the fun have not been arrefted in his daily 
courfe, to complete the overthrow of the armies of ty­
rants, engaged to opprefs the friends of liberty and 
peace ? Yet to an attentive obferver, there is indif- 
putable proof, that the invifible hand of the Deity is 
concerned in fuch aftonifhing revolutions as we have 
witnefled.—God can work by other means than thefe, 
to accomplifh the purpofes of his will. He /ends fam­
ine and peflilence; He difappointetb the devices of the 
crafty, fo that their bands cannot perform their enterprize: 
He taketb the wife in their own craflinefs: He difconcerts 
their impious plans, and turns their caunfels in foolifhnefs.

In the days of thefe kings, fays the infpired Daniel—* 
prophefying of the fucceffion of ancient empires— 
In the time of thefe kingdoms, the God of heaven flail fet 
up a kingdom, which fhall never be deflroyed. Let the 
faints of the Moft High rejoice,' that this glorious, 
peaceful kingdom is already eftablifhed. The Sav­
ior foretold is born. He is made Prince over the 
kings of the earth : He fhall reign in righteoufnefs, and 
his dominion, which is founded in truth and juftice, 
fhall remain forever.

When a people celebrate the natal anniverfary of 
fome renowned hero, who has freed them from vaflal- 
age to a haughty tyrant, or of fome famed patriot, 
who has facrificed his fortune, and devoted his life, to 
fecure an important benefit to his country, we hear 

multitudes
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multitudes unite their voices in acclamations of joy, 
and loud paeans rend the vaulted fky.—But, hark 1 
What celeftial founds burft from the clouds, and ftrike 
mine enraptured ears 1 ’Tis the voice of Angels—’tis 
the facred fong of an heavenly hoft, announcing z/v 
joyful tidings of a Savior’s birth, and in (trains divine, 
proclaiming peace on the earth, and good will toward men.

Let us, my hearers,—when we recoiled: the joyful 
tidings of pardon and falvation publifbed by Jefus the 
Savior—when we notice the happy effeds already pro­
duced by his benevolent religion—and when, aflifted 
by the prophetic fpirit, we look forward to that glori­
ous aera, when the peaceful kingdom of the Mefliah 
fhall be extenfive as the habitable globe—When we 
reflect upon thefe interefting, joyful events, let us join 
the celeftial choir, and repeat, in moft exalted (trains, 
the loud Hofanna. Glory to God on high, that there is 
peace on the earth, and benevolence toward men.

But what is moft interefting to every individual, is, 
whether he have fincere faith in the Savior, and have 
fubmitted himfelf to his government. We profefs to 
believe in Chrift, and would hope to partake of the 
fpiritual, immortal bleflings, which flow to mankind 
through his mediation. But do we honor and obey 
him ? Is it our firft and greateft care to conform to 
the holy principles and precepts of his gofpel ? Arc 
we, from reverence of his divine charader, and grati­
tude for his unmerited favors toward us—Are we de­
termined to follow his commands, and to forego any 
fenfual gratification or worldly pleafure, that we may 
live as his grace direds ? Or, on the contrary, are we 

unwilling
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unwilling to forfake our fins ? Do we indulge in any 
vicious habits ? Are we ft ill in bondage to Satan, and 
the flaves of our lufts ? Then we cannot juftly apply 
to ourfelves the gracious promifes of thegofpel of Chrift.

It is not merely the drunkard, the thief, the pro­
fane fwearer, who fhew themfelves to be deftitute of 
chriftian principles and gofpel grace. All thofe, who 
harbor malice and revenge in their hearts, or who al­
low themfelves the irregular gratification of any paflion, 
muft be judged to be deficient in regard to thofe dif- 
pofitions and affections, which the gofpel enjoins, and 
unworthy the name of Chriftians. Jefus Chrift was 
benevolent, temperate in the ufe ©f worldly goods, holy 
and pure in all his conduct, diligent and faithful in 
every duty—And his difciples, he commands to fol­
low his fteps.

We fhould alfo remember, that he who is mighty 
to fave, is mighty to deftroy. The gofpel reveals grace 
and peace to the penitent and the faithful: but again# 
all tinrighleoufnefs and ungodlinefs of men, it denounces 
the wrath of heaven. Chrift will finally purge out of 
his kingdom every thing that is unholy and impure ; 
and will punijh with everlajling defiruclion all thofe who 
oppofe his gofpel, and flight his grace.

In the heavenly manfions, Chrift has prepared im­
mortal joys for all thofe, who love and ferve him.— 
What a contraft to this ftate of fuffering and woe, is 
the bleffed abode on high, which the gofpel reveals 
And has immortality no charms in our view ? Are 
we fo much attached to the infipid, joylefs pleafures 

of
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of time and fenfe, that we are determined to purfue 
them, notwithftanding the mortifications and anxie- 
ties, to which it fubjefts us in this life—notwithftand­
ing the unfpeakable mifery, to which it cxpofes us in 
the world to come ?

You muft acknowledge, if you will refleCt, that the 
prefent is a ftate of trial—not principally defigned for 
enjoyment; that uninterrupted happinefs is never the 
portion of man. He is born to trouble, as the [parks fly 
Upwards.—Could I lead you to confider the evils of 
humanity, it would certainly prove influential in per- 
l'uading you fo to live, as to fecure the durable, im­
mortal joys of the heavenly world. Let me fhew you 
that child, which was lately clad in all the bloom of 
health ; or him of maturer years, of manly ftrength, 
a few days fince in all the vigor of nature—See the ma­
lignant diforder marring their former beauty, unnerv­
ing their once aCtive limbs, and racking them with 
pains and diftrefs, which cannot be defcribed—Or, 
let us turn our eyes to yonder decrepid fire, tottering 
down the laft declivity, in the painful journey of hu­
man life—his flrength is labor and furrow—his infirmi­
ties increafe upon him—fenfual enjoyments have loft 
their relifh—and he exifts only to experience ftill 
greater infirmity and diftrefs.—But where ? Where 
is the tender youth, the perfon of maturer years, or he 
who is in the decline of life, thus fuffering, thus af­
flicted, thus in pain and diftrefs ? Do you afk ? Stay 
—Perhaps, to-morrow’s fun will find you one fuch 
afflicted, unhappy objeCt. We have no fecurity againft 
pain and ficknefs for a Angle moment. And will not 

the
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the idea of fuch evils and lorrow perfuade you to af- 
pire to the future world of glory, and to prepare for it ? 
Oh, that we could be perfuaded to forego finful grati­
fications, and to live in holinefs and righteoufnefs all our 
future days 1 Then we Jhall partake of the unfpeak- 
ablc glory, hereafter to be revealed, which will infi­
nitely overbalance every facrifice of fenfual pleafurc, 
and all the difappointments and wants, which we here 
experience.

I conclude with a fewT paffages of fcripture, which 
I think pertinent to the prefent fubject.

Behold, I lay in Zion a chief corner ftone ; eleft, pre­
cious: afirefoundation • and he who believetb on him/hall 
not be confounded.—Other foundation can no man lay than 
that which is laid, which is fefus Chrift.—Neither is 
therefalvation in any other.

Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain 
thing ? The kings of the earth fet themfelves, and the 
rulers take counfel together againjl the Lord, and againft his 
anointed.—Yet I have fet my king upon my holy hill of Zi­
on.—The Lord faid unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right 
hand, until I make thine enemies thy foolflool.—Kifs the fon 
left he be angry, and ye peri/h from the way, when his wrath 
is kindled but a little. BlcJ/ed are they who put their truft 
in him.

How beautiful are the feet of them, that bring good tid­
ings, and publi/b peace and falvation !—Now is the accept­
ed time ; now is the day of falvation.—Seek ye the Lord, 
whilft he may be found ; call upon him, wbilft he is near. 
Let the wicked forfake his way, and the unrighteous man 

bis
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bis thoughts, and let him turn unto the Lord, and he will 
have mercy upon him, and to our God, and he will abun­
dantly pardon him.

And in that day there Jhall be a root of Jefe, which Jhall 
Jland for an Enftgn to the people ; to it Jhall the Gentiles 
Jeek • and his reft Jhall be glorious.—"The earth Jhall befull 
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the fea. 
The wildernefs and the folitary place Jhall be glad, and the 
dejart Jhall rejoice and bloflbm as the rofe.—Violence Jhall 
no more be heard in thy land ; wafting nor deftrudlion with­
in thy borders, Lhey Jhall not hurt nor deftroy in all my 
holy mountain.—Lhou Jhalt call thy walls falvation, and 
thy gates, praije.—And the ranfomed of the Lord Jhall re­
turn, and come to Zion with Jongs and everlafting joy upon 
their heads: they Jhall obtain joy and gladnejs, and Jorrow 
and fighing Jhall flee away.
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