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COVERILLUSTRATION: The Smelt Seller, by Jeremiah P. Hardy, offers
insight into the cultural aspirations and tastes of Bangor’s elite society in the
decades after the Civil War. Tracing Hardy’s career, Molly Mulhern Gross
describes the changes in art appreciation that caused Hardy to turn to genre
painting in the late nineteenth century, and she highlights the ambiguities
evident in his portrayal of youth.

Cover illustration courtesy of the Farnsworth Art Museum. Gift of the Estate of
Harriet W. St. Clair, 1966.
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