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FROM THE COLLECTIONS 
SUFFRAGE-RELATED M ATERIALS

The history of the national movement for suffrage is well 
docum ented, but we know little about attem pts to secure the 
vote for women in our own state. Three collections at MHS hold 
im portant material on the suffrage movement in Maine and its 
ties to the national efforts. Scores of men and women were 
involved on both sides of the issue. Perhaps the pinnacle o f the 
debate in Maine came with a state referendum  in Septem ber 
1917. Both the pro- and anti-suffrage organizations campaigned 
vehemently over the divisive issue, and though the vote was close, 
the measure was defeated. The state geared up for another vote 
in 1920, but the N ineteenth A m endm ent was ratified in August 
and the state vote in Septem ber (in which women voted for the 
right to vote) was meaningless.

Florence Brooks W hitehouse was the president o f the 
Suffrage Referendum  League of Maine and a state representa­
tive to the National W om en’s Party. She worked tirelessly for the 
cause, writing to politicians, giving speeches, raising money, and 
corresponding with organizers in other states. Seven boxes of 
her papers from this period of her life are in the m anuscript 
collections at MHS (Coll 1876). The materials range from drafts 
of speeches and letters, to news clippings and membership lists. 
Much of the material is from 1917, including some very exciting 
telegrams from  the National W om en’s Party about dem onstra­
tions in W ashington. One of the most interesting pieces is a draft 
of the 1917 yearly report for the S.R.L. of Maine. The report 
details tactics, goals, and accomplishments for the year and 
offers insight into the m ethods suffragists used to garner sup­
port.

A recently acquired gem is a list of women from Washing­
ton County who supported suffrage in 1917 (Pamphlet 2518). 
P rinted on oversize news stock, it appears to have been a circular 
for a newspaper. The caption at the top reads, “To the Voters of
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C h o o se  Y o u r S id e  an d  E v e ry b o d y  P u ll.
Vote YES'for Equal Suffrage on September 10th.

I’u ll iik r4  by Saflrate Kalrr^nilam l.ratar ol Maine

W ashington County: We, the undersigned, women of voting 
age, respectfully petition you to vote in favor o f W oman Suffrage 
at the special election Septem ber 10, 1917.” H undreds of 
women are listed, giving researchers clues to the num bers of 
women supporting the efforts of the Maine Suffrage Campaign 
Committee. It is an especially choice piece because it docum ents 
the support o f the movement in communities of rural Maine.

Maine also had an active anti-suffrage group. Once box of 
materials from the Maine Association O pposed to Suffrage for 
W omen contains by-laws, membership lists, correspondence, 
and meeting minutes from 1914-1917 (Coll 56). The correspon­
dence contains letters from similar organizations in o ther states,
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FROM THE COLLECTIONS

including the Man-Suffrage Association O pposed to Suffrage for 
W omen. The m inutes from  the first m eeting m ention that this 
was a reorganization of the group, but give no inform ation on 
the earlier incarnation. The group was open to women and men, 
although women seem to make up the bulk of the membership.

The Maine referendum  of 1917 received national attention 
because it was hoped  that the passage of the vote in an eastern 
state would spur similar successes in other states. These collec­
tions contain key inform ation on this pivotal campaign. To­
gether they are a rich source for research into wom en’s involve­
m ent in the political process of our state, and are essential for any 
study of the suffrage movement in Maine.

Stephanie Philbrick
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SLACKER S
The women who oppose Equal Suffrage seem to think that they should not be obliged to take any part in 

the responsibility of government. But our government is based on the principle that "the will of the majority 
of the governed shall rule.” So long as one-half the governed remain silent just so long will the objects and 
principles of our form of government be defeated; the will of the majority cannot be known.

Women, as experts on matters relating to the home—to the children—to foodstuffs—can contribute 
much to a government which makes laws affecting these things. It is her duty to her home, to her family and 
to her government to have these vital interests properly represented and every woman who is really patriotic 
is anxious to do her share toward making the voice that guides the government the voice of the real majority.

Vote YES for Equal Suffrage on September 10th.

C e a r i* * 7  o l Tfc* H o iljr  E e a la ro  A rfo * . P o M i.b .d  by  S o ffra fo  F e f e r e o d o a  of M a in e .
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