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Happy Pride Week, UMaine!

This week, we invite our LGBTQ+ students, staff, faculty, and community partners to celebrate and embrace their identities

in whatever way feels safe and affirming. We know that many of us are learning and working remotely, and that may mean

we are in an environment that is less supportive than we are comfortable with. Please know that we hold a special place in

this week's festivities for you all. You are valid and cherished members of our community, even from afar.

We have a great range of activities in store for the week, and we hope you're able to join us for some of them! See the flyer

below for the full schedule of events, which is also available on the Rainbow Resource Center website.

To our cisgender and straight allies, please join us in celebrating this week, but know that while it is a time for us to

celebrate, there is still MUCH work to be done. 32 states have at least one anti-trans bill making it's way through the state

legislature, including one here in Maine and over 70 nationwide. Black trans women continue to be murdered at staggering

rates, and we continue to fail them in investigating and prosecuting their murderers. Barriers continue to prevent trans and

non-binary folks from accessing adequate and affirming healthcare, stable housing, bathroom facilities, legal documents

with the correct name and gender, and general acceptance, safety, and support from their cisgender peers. We MUST do

better, and it starts with cisgender folks standing up and demanding change.

Happy Pride Week!

Rob Jackson

Office for Diversity and Inclusion

robert.jackson@maine.edu

Matthew Revitt <matthew.revitt@maine.edu>
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Our neighbors and elected leaders on Orono town council are seeking input on the best ways to implement

policy and structural change to allow for the town to address inequity within town policy and procedure. Our

neighbors in Bangor have recently assembled an advisory committee, and town leadership here in Orono would

like input on what kind of group or committee might be most helpful in providing feedback and insight from a

diversity, equity, and inclusion perspective here in Orono.

If you would like to be part of this conversation (all members of the Orono/University community are welcome,

including students, staff, and faculty), please reach out to council member Meg Gardner (mgardner@orono.org)

or Staff Associate for Diversity and Inclusion Rob Jackson (robert.jackson@maine.edu) to be included. We

welcome all voices with suggestions and input, but want to be particularly mindful to engage with marginalized

folks specifically, including BIPOC, immigrants/new Mainers, LGBTQ+ folks, and our neighbors with disabilities.

By taking part in these conversations, you are not bound to any kind of ongoing commitment to this work, and

you are free to engage as much or as little as your energy, interest, and comfort will allow. Please feel free to

share this call for input with other members of the broader Orono community who may be interested as well!

The History Project invites the public to attend a panel and discussion on the history of LGBTQ migration in the 20th and

21st centuries. This program is supported by a grant from the Bridge Street Fund, a special initiative of Mass Humanities.

Panelists include Eithne Luibhed, Ph.D. (Professor and Director of Graduate Studies, University of Arizona), Karma R.

Chavez, Ph.D. (Associate Professor and Department Chair, Department of Mexican American and Latina/o Studies,

University of Texas at Austin), Richard Iandoli, Esq. (Iandoli, Desai & Cronin P.C.), and Al Green (Ministry Director, LGBT

Asylum Task Force). Panelists will contextualize the long history of LGBTQ migration, immigration, and asylum from

academic, legal, and community standpoints, with a particular focus on the histories of LGBTQ migrants to Massachusetts.

RSVP at this link to attend!
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The Asian Student Association is seeking new members! Our current meeting time is every other week Fridays at

6pm-7pm and we meet via Zoom. Check out some of the fun things we've been doing and reach out to our leaders Kelly

and Anna at qianyi.xiao@maine.edu, or anna.bishop@maine.edu for more information or if you'd like the Zoom link for our

meetings!

Follow Us:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/UMaineASA/

Website:https://umaine.edu/shac/asian-student-association/

Instagram: @asa_umaine
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