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All correspondence and manuscripts for review should be sent to Editor, 
M aine History , 5774 Stevens Hall, University of Maine, Orono, ME 04469. 
Two copies of manuscripts should be submitted in double-spaced typescript 
and should conform to The Chicago M anual o f  Style, 14th ed. Manuscripts ac­
cepted for publication in M aine History are typically 30-35 pages in length. 
Manuscripts will not be returned unless accompanied by a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. The Maine Historical Society assumes no responsibility 
for the opinions and interpretations expressed by its contributors. The arti­
cles appearing in Maine History are abstracted in H istorical Abstracts and 
A m erica: H istory and L ife .

Books for review should be sent to the book review editor, Stanley Howe, 
Director, Bethel Historical Society, Dr. Moses Mason House, Bethel, ME 04217.

Cover Illustration: Oxford County, Maine, was incorporated on March 4, 
1805, two hundred years ago this year. In this issue we celebrate the event 
with four articles dealing with the life and times of this richly endowed sec­
tion of Maine. In the first article, Larry Glatz explores the meaning o f “coun- 
tyism” through the life history o f the Oxford Bear, a symbol of country iden­
tity from its early days to the end of the nineteenth century. Jean Hankins 
discusses the founding o f several Oxford County towns, exploring the myth 
that these towns were established by Revolutionary War veterans who 
received “bounty lands” for their services to the country. Nancy Hatch traces 
the architectural and geographical history of Oxford County's Buckfield, 
explaining the evolution o f its commercial and cultural center and its con­
nected farm buildings. Finally, Stanley Howe of the Bethel Historical Society 
traces the political history of the county by providing biographical vignettes 
of its seven governors.
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