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MAINE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

489 Congress Street
Portland, Maine 04101

Maine History is published by the Maine Historical Society in cooperation
with the Department of History at the University of Maine.

Editorial Office
Department of History
5774 Stevens Hall, University of Maine,
Orono, Maine 04469

All correspondence and manuscripts for review should be sent to Editor,
Maine History, 5774 Stevens Hall, University of Maine, Orono, ME 04469.
Two copies of manuscripts should be submitted in double-spaced typescript
and should conform to The Chicago Manual of Style, 14th ed. Manuscripts
accepted for publication in Maine History are typically 15-30 pages in length.
Manuscripts will not be returned unless accompanied by a stamped, self-
addressed envelope. The Maine Historical Society assumes no responsibility
for the opinions and interpretations expressed by its contributors. The arti-
cles appearing in Maine History are abstracted in Historical Abstracts and
America: History and Life.

Books for review should be sent to the book review editor, Stanley R. Howe,
P. O. Box 113, Bethel, ME 04217.

COVER ILLUSTRATION: The focus of this issue is the diverse political history of Maine,
stretching from the mid-nineteenth century through the twentieth century. After becoming
part of Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1652, Maine quickly emerged as a battleground of politi-
cal and military contention between the French, Wabanaki, and English. In 1820, Maine voted
to secede from Massachusetts and become the twenty-third state. Smith focuses on the politi-
cal role of Maine’s media during the mid-nineteenth century, arguing that The Daily Argus, a
Portland newspaper, reveals an expansionist fervor that permeated the Democratic Party and
determined the 1844 presidential election. Bailey complicates the image of Civil War hero
Joshua Chamberlain by highlighting his oft-ignored career as governor, where his pro-growth
industrialization strategy laid the groundwork for economic inequality in the state. Keating’s
focus on medical professionalism shows how physicians utilized the political power of their
cultural institutions to influence legislation in the nineteenth and twentieth century. Hall ar-
gues that Senator Edmund Muskie’s silence regarding the political crisis of the Maine Indian
Land Claims in the 1970s allowed anti-Indian politicians to shape the rhetoric regarding this
controversy, creating lasting consequences for Maine. Front cover image: This detailed 1880
engraving of the Maine State House in Augusta was featured in Frank Leslies Illustrated News-
paper, a weekly literary and news magazine. It shows legislators gathered on the lawn of the
capitol building with interested bystanders peering through the gate to get a glimpse of poli-
tics in action. Collections of the Maine Historical Society.
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