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Maine History is published by the Maine Historical Society in cooperation
with the Department of History at the University of Maine.

Editorial Office
Department of History

 Stevens Hall, University of Maine,
Orono, Maine 

All correspondence and manuscripts for review should be sent to Editor,
Maine History,  Stevens Hall, University of Maine, Orono, ME .
Two copies of manuscripts should be submitted in double-spaced typescript
and should conform to The Chicago Manual of Style, th ed. Manuscripts 
accepted for publication in Maine History are typically ‒ pages in length.
Manuscripts will not be returned unless accompanied by a stamped, self-
addressed envelope. The Maine Historical Society assumes no responsibility
for the opinions and interpretations expressed by its contributors. The arti-
cles appearing in Maine History are abstracted in Historical Abstracts and
America: History and Life. 

Books for review should be sent to the book review editor, Stanley R. Howe, 
P. O. Box , Bethel, ME .

COVER ILLUSTRATION: Portland Schools Americanization Class, . This image
depicts students posing with the American flag as part of a Portland public school
program in Americanization. Originating in the late nineteenth century and popular
during the Progressive Era, motivation behind such classes varied. Ranging from a
genuine effort to aid with the transition of immigrant populations into local com-
munities to forced assimilation and rejection of traditional foreign cultures, such
classes offered English lessons, as well as American history and civic instruction.
Classes were offered through public schools and local organizations for both chil-
dren and adults. Collections of the Maine Historical Society.

This issue features articles and a research note highlighting the immigrant or
sub-culture experiences of five different ethnic communities within Maine. The ex-
perience of Maine’s Jewish, African-American, Somali, Bantu and German inhabi-
tants are unique, yet all include commonalties in respect to navigating cultural dif-
ferences, assimilation and interaction with the state’s established residents – be it in
the ninetieth, twentieth or twenty-first centuries.
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Invest in our Future: 

Leave a Legacy for Maine History

FOR NEARLY TWO centuries, the Maine Historical Society has been en-
riching the lives of individuals searching for the connections and in-

sights yielded by the past. 
All of us, residents and visitors alike, treasure Maine as an incomparable

place, rich in distinctive character and history. Preserving that history and
spreading appreciation for our
historical heritage is the con-
tinuing work of the Maine His-
torical Society. 

Today we are fulfilling our
mission in ways unimaginable
to our founders in . The
innovative use of digital tech-
nology in the Maine Memory
Network and partnerships

with communities, schools, and historical societies across the state are
making MHS truly a historical resource and enterprise for the st century. 

Please consider talking to your attorney or financial advisor about mak-
ing a bequest to the Maine Historical Society. Your foresight will help make
a promise to future generations that the stories and artifacts of Maine his-
tory will always be there. 

For more information about making a bequest, please contact our De-
velopment Office at () -, ext , or info@mainehistory.org. If
you have already included a provision for MHS in your will or estate plan,
and would like to be recognized in the Anne Longfellow Pierce Society,
please let us know. Be assured all discussions are held in strictest confi-
dence.

Maine Historical Society
 Congress Street • Portland, Maine  • () -

www.mainehistory.org • www.mainememory.net
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