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COVER ILLUSTRATION: Main Street Celebration, Ellsworth, c. 1910. The
cover image, a detail from a 1910 postcard, shows Ellsworth, Maine decorated
for Fourth of July festivities. The town was in particularly high spirits for that
year's holiday, as Ellsworth was selected as a stop for President William H.
Taft's July 1910 tour of Maine. As William G. Chrystal explains in this issue of
Maine History, Fourth of July celebrations have long been an important exer-
cise in forming a collective American identity. Irmage courtesy of the Ellsworth
Public Library.
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