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By MLA Staff 

On January 10, the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) and its support-
ing intervenors fi led fi nal briefs in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia Circuit. Th e MLA is appealing D.C. District Court Judge James 
Boasberg’s September 8, 2022 ruling against the MLA. Th e MLA’s appeal is led 
by Paul Clement, former U.S. Solicitor General and a leading Supreme Court 
advocate.

Th e MLA is continuing its legal challenge to the 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) regulations 
that would erase Maine’s traditional lobster fi shery. 
MLA argues that Judge Boasberg’s opinion failed to ad-
dress NMFS’s disregard for the law when it used science 
and assumptions to develop risk reduction mandates 
for the lobster industry based on worst-case scenarios 
rather than outcomes that are reasonably certain to 
occur. NMFS also failed to assess the economic and so-
cial costs of its actions. 

Th e MLA’s appeal will go before three judges — Judge 
Katsas, Judge Rao and Judge Ginsburg —  who will hear 
oral arguments on February 24. Th e MLA is backed 
by three intervenors (Maine Department of Marine 
Resources, Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association, and Maine Lobstering 
Union) and two Amicus Curiae (Maine State Chamber of Commerce and state 
of New Hampshire). On the opposing side, NMFS is supported by three non-
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MLA LEGAL APPEAL ARGUES NMFS DID NOT FOLLOW THE LAW

www.mackboring.com  •  800-MACK-ENG

governmental group intervenors (Center for Biological Diversity, Defenders of 
Wildlife and Conservation Law Foundation). 

As stated in the MLA’s January brief, “NMFS found its draconian conservation 
framework necessary only because it repeatedly applied a thumb on the scale 
in favor of the species (rather than looking at the data objectively) and selected 
worst-case (rather than realistic) scenarios that are concededly unlikely. Th e 

statute does not support that approach, and the mere 
fact that “scientifi c data” were considered as part of 
this skewed and misguided inquiry does not suffi  ce.”

Th e MLA’s brief goes on to argue that the ten-year 
conservation framework that would reduce the risk of 
whale entanglement from lobster gear by 98% is not 
supported by the Endangered Species Act. “Instead, 
under the statute as written, if there is a clear threat of 
jeopardy to the species (based on an objective assess-
ment of the action’s likely eff ects), the proper course is 
for NMFS to propose “reasonable and prudent alterna-
tives,” which the agency must test for economic viabil-
ity. If no such alternatives exist, either NMFS or anoth-
er party can seek an exemption from the Endangered 
Species Committee, which has the inestimable advan-
tage of bringing the judgment of politically account-

able offi  cials to bear before an industry — and, here, an entire way of life — is 
eviscerated.”

By MLA staff 

Get ready for the Maine Fishermen’s Forum, live and in-person, from 
March 2 to 4 at the Samoset Resort in Rockport!

Returning for the fi rst time in three years, the Maine Fishermen’s 
Forum will bring together the men and women of Maine and New 
England’s commercial fi sheries, as well as scientists, state and feder-
al offi  cials, politicians and students for three days of seminars, work-
shops and events. Th is year’s seminar topics range from Management 
Actions Aff ecting Gillnet Fisheries, Plastic Aquaculture Gear, 

MAINE FISHERMEN'S FORUM
IS BACK!

Spirits run high at the Forum's Friday night auction.

M. Young photo.

A six-year delay in whale regulations 

does not eliminate the threat to the 

Maine lobster fi shery. NOAA photo.
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Mark Fleming

February marks the depth of winter here in Maine and 
yet at the same time the days are growing ever so slightly 
longer. Th ere’s also been a slight shift in perspective among 
the state’s lobstermen and lobstering communities, toward 
hope. 

At the close of 2022, Congress passed a six-year pause in 
implementation of new right whale conservation meas-
ures for the lobster industry. Th is means that the next 
round of punitive measures that would essentially gut the 
Maine lobster fi shery are pushed 
back to the end of 2028, instead of 
2024. Th is gives the lobster industry 
the gift of time to address the vast 
array of problems with the current 
regulatory process. Critical among 
those is for the Maine Lobstermen’s 
Association (MLA) court case, which 
strikes at the core of the National 
Marine Fisheries Service’s (NMFS) 
science and assumptions about right 
whales and lobstermen, to make its 
way through the courts. If the MLA 
is successful, NMFS will have to re-
consider its entire stance on the risk 
the lobster fi shery poses to the right 
whale population.  

In this issue, Landings updates read-
ers on the MLA court case. Oral ar-
guments in the MLA’s appeal to the 
D.C. Appellate court will be heard on 
February 24. Th e MLA is backed by 
three intervenors (Maine Department 
of Marine Resources, Massachusetts 
Lobstermen’s Association, and Maine 
Lobstering Union) and two Amicus Curiae (Maine State 
Chamber of Commerce and state of New Hampshire). At 
its core, the MLA’s case argues that “…the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) mistakenly believes that it must 
regulate the lobster industry out of existence no matter the 
economic or cultural toll,” which contravenes Congress’s in-
tent in passing the Endangered Species Act. 

Maine businesses and individuals continue to provide 
much-needed fi nancial support for the MLA’s legal eff orts. 
An array of donations, large and small, to the MLA’s Save 
Maine Lobstermen campaign keep the fi ght against these 
whale regulations afl oat. Individual towns, restaurants, 
even sporting goods stores have held fundraisers or off ered 
goods to keep the money fl owing to Save Maine Lobstermen. 
Th is month Landings recognizes the many people, commu-
nities and businesses that contributed in 2022. 

Landings also provides a preview of the upcoming Maine 
Fishermen’s Forum, which will be held in-person again 
from March 2 to 4 at the Samoset Resort in Rockport. After 
a two-year hiatus, the Forum is roaring back again, promis-
ing three days of seminars, meetings, trade show vendors 

and more to fi shermen and their families. It’s an opportu-
nity for fi shermen to meet and talk with scientists, govern-
ment offi  cials, non-governmental organization staff  and 
each other, an educational and social event that has been 
sorely missed during the Covid pandemic.

A person who will be sorely missed after the close of this 
year’s Forum will be its coordinator Chilloa Young, who is 
retiring from her position. Chilloa has been the face of the 
Forum for 25 years, pulling together the myriad details of 

the three-day event with great skill 
and enthusiasm. With her husband 
Mike, who for many years has photo-
graphed every element of the Forum, 
Chilloa has seen the Forum evolve 
with great calm and kindness. She 
truly will be missed.  

We hear from Department of Marine 
Resources (DMR) Commissioner 
Patrick Keliher in this issue on the 
topic of 100% reporting. Prior to 
2023, only 10% of Maine lobstermen 
were required to provide reports on 
their lobstering activity each year, 
unlike every other lobster fi shing 
state. Beginning in January, all com-
mercial lobstermen, including stu-
dents, are required to report where 
they fi sh, when they fi sh, and how 
they fi sh, among other data. Th e re-
quirement, part of the Atlantic States 
Marine Fisheries Commission’s 2018 
Addendum XXVI to the lobster man-
agement plan, gave states fi ve years 
to comply. As Commissioner Keliher 

writes, “All of this is vital to understanding the real foot-
print of the fi shery, to make sure that if and when future 
management measures are developed, they can be target-
ed appropriately.”

Th e University of Maine recently received funds for a 
three-year collaborative research study of the link be-
tween changes in the Arctic and New England and Atlantic 
Canada lobster stocks. Th e study brings together physical 
oceanographers, marine ecosystem and fi shery scientists, 
economists and social scientists from UMaine, the Gulf 
of Maine Research Institute, Columbia University, Florida 
State University and Memorial University of Newfoundland, 
along with fi shing industry and government staff . Th e 
scope of the new study is unusual. “It’s pushing the enve-
lope to a new larger scale. I’m excited, and humbled to be 
collaborating with such a diverse group of talented scien-
tists at in this more global context,” lead researcher Rick 
Wahle, University of Maine professor and director of the 
Lobster Institute, said. 

We hope you enjoy this issue and look forward to sugges-
tions for future editions.

Th ere's a little bit of light shining 
on Maine's lobster fi shery for the 
moment. MLA photo.
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By Patrick Keliher

As we start the new year, I wanted to send a reminder that 2023 marks the 
transition to mandatory 100% electronic harvester reporting for all commer-
cial lobster license holders (including student license holders).

DMR has sent a number of communications on this topic, but I wanted to 
follow up with some further explanation of why this is happening. I know it 
isn’t popular, but it’s an important piece of securing the best data possible to 
understand eff ort in Maine’s lobster industry. Having this information should 
improve management in a number of ways, including when it comes to both 
whales, and the lobster resource. 

As you are probably aware, up until now Maine has had 10% harvester report-
ing, and 100% dealer reporting. Maine has been the only state without 100% 
harvester reporting. While the dealer reports give us the total landings of the 
fi shery, they don’t give us any information on where harvesters are fi shing, how 
many traps they are hauling, or how many endlines they are using. All of this 
is vital to understanding the real footprint of the fi shery, to make sure that if 
and when future management measures are developed, they can be targeted 
appropriately. Without that information, management measures end up being 
much broader than necessary, because 
we don’t have that fi ne-scale informa-
tion.

As we’ve previously explained, Maine 
does not have a choice about implement-
ing 100% electronic harvester reporting, 
because it required for compliance with 
Addendum XXVI to the ASMFC Lobster 
Management Plan. While we have been 
under a lot of pressure to move to 100% harvester reporting, we were able to 
push it back several years to give us time to fi nd the funds needed to cover the 
cost associated with increased reporting so that we didn’t need to pass it along 
to harvesters in the form of increased license costs. 

Like with all new things, I am committed to doing whatever DMR can to help 
smooth this transition. In preparation for this new requirement, DMR has de-
veloped a new app (VESL) that allows harvesters to report using a smartphone. 
All the information about how to obtain and use VESL is available here:  htt-

ps://www.maine.gov/dmr/fisheries/commercial/
landings-data/reporting-forms. Alternatively, har-
vesters can report on a computer using LEEDS. 
All the information about how to report through 
LEEDS is available here: https://www.maine.gov/
dmr/fi sheries/commercial/landings-data/on-line-
harvester-catch-landings-reporting.

If you run into any issues using VESL or LEEDS, 
you can always contact DMR Landings Program 
staff  for further, one-on-one assistance. Staff  can 
walk you through the steps to obtain and use 
VESL or LEEDS to meet the requirements. Th ey 
can be reached from 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m. Monday-
Friday by calling 633-9414 or by sending an email 
to landings.dmr@maine.gov.

Landings Program staff  will also be planning in-person meetings to demon-
strate how to use both electronic reporting options, and will also be available 
for all three days at the 2023 Maine Fishermen’s Forum, to provide hands-on 
assistance to anyone who needs it.

Given the large number of lobster li-
cense holders, we are trying to target 
those individuals who are currently 
fi shing. If you will not start fi shing until 
later in the year, please feel free to wait 
until you start fi shing and then submit 
your reports.

Again, I know that many of you would 
prefer if this change wasn’t happening. But as I mentioned in the notice about 
the 6-year “pause” on additional whale regulations, there is a lot of work that 
needs to be done between now and 2028, and this information is a critical piece 
of that work. Th is is just one example of how the Department and the industry 
must work together proactively to strengthen our position in management dis-
cussions going forward. 

I hope this provides useful context for this change, and I wish you a safe and 
productive 2023.

Patrick Keliher is the 
Commissioner of the 
Department of Marine 
Resources. DMR photo. 

C
O

M
P

E
TI

TI
VE

R
AT

E
S

A
N

D BROAD COVERAGE COMPETITIVE RATES AND BROAD COVERAGE COMPETITIVE RATES AND BROAD COVERAGE COMPETITIVE RATES AND BROAD COVERAGE

C
O

M
P

E
TITIVE

R
ATE

S
A

N
D

B
R

O
A

D
C

O
VE

R
A

G
E

C
O

M
P

E
TITIVE

R
ATE

S
A

N
D

B
R

O
A

D
C

O
VE

R
A

G
E

C
O

M
P

E
TITIVE

R
ATE

S
A

N
D

BROADCOVERAGECOMPETITIVERATESANDBROADCOVERAGECOMPETITIVERATESANDBROADCOVERAGECOMPETITIVERATESANDBROADCOVERAGE
C

O
M

P
E

TI
TI

VE
R

AT
E

S
A

N
D

B
R

O
A

D
C

O
VE

R
A

G
E

C
O

M
P

E
TI

TI
VE

R
AT

E
S

A
N

D
B

R
O

A
D

C
O

VE
R

A
G

E

Smithwick & Mariners
Insurance Agency

With affiliated offices in Damariscotta, Bath, and Kennebunk

www.smithwick-ins.com

We are a full-service independent insurance 
agency providing personal, commercial, 
business & marine insurance.

 VERY COMPETITIVE LOBSTER BOAT PROGRAMS
  

 Construction - we can obtain coverage for  
 any well maintained boat

We specialize in Lobster Boats, Draggers, Scallopers, 
Gillnetters, Boat Builders, Marinas and more.

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE - DEDICATED TO SERVICE

COMPETITIVE RATAA ES AND BROAD COVERAGE COMPETITIVE RATAA ES AND BROAD COVERAGE

C
O

M
P

E
TITIVE

R
ATAAE

S
A

N
D

B
R

O
A

D
C

O
VE

R
A

G
E

C
O

M
P

E

ce 

VERY COMPETITIVE LOBSTER BOAT PROGRAMSRY COMPETITIVE LOBSTER BOAT PROGRAMS

C
O

M
P

E
RATAAESANDBROADCOVERAGECOMPETITIVERATAAESANDBROADCOVERAGE

C
O

M
P

E
TI

TI
V

E
R

ATA
E

S
A

N
D

B
R

O
A

D
C

O
VE

R
A

G
E

C
O

M
P

E
TI

TI
V

E
R

ATA
E

S
A

N
D

B
R

O
A

D
C

O
VE

R
A

G
E

With affiliated offices in Dam

www.smithw

We are a full-service independent 
agency providing personal, comm
business & marine insurance.

 
 

We
Gil

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE - D

insuran
ercial, 

 
 

Agents for the MLA Hull Insurance Program!

GUEST COLUMN:     100% reporting now in place for all Maine lobstermenGuest
COLUMN

... as I mentioned in the notice about the 6-year 
“pause” on additional whale regulations, there 
is a lot of work that needs to be done between 

now and 2028, and this information is a critical 
piece of that work. 
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By Fiona Hogan

Th e installation of off shore wind energy (OSW) facilities is fast becoming one of 
the biggest concerns for the fi shing industry throughout the nation. Th e Bureau 
of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) has leased over 3,500 square miles of sea-
fl oor off  New England, the Mid-Atlantic, and California, with the potential for 
additional leases totaling 2,700 square miles off  Oregon and the Mid-Atlantic. 
Within a few short years, BOEM plans to hold OSW auctions for waters in the 
Gulf of Maine, Gulf of Mexico, and Hawaii. Multiple aspects of these projects 
pose a risk to fi shing operations, including construction of the turbines, instal-
lation of cables, vessel traffi  c, and induced environmental changes. 

It is imperative for the fi shing industry to be well represented by data to iden-
tify potential confl icts and to assist in the design of OSW mitigation measures. 
Fishermen hold extensive knowledge about marine ecosystems as well as valu-
able confi dential business information, but translating this into “data” to in-
form the government raises multiple challenges. Some of these include lack of 
standardization, limited opportunities to assist with data interpretation (i.e. to 
provide input or explain fi shing patterns), risk of government misuse, and low 
spatial resolution of federally mandated data. 

Th e Responsible Off shore Development Alliance (RODA) was established in 
2018 by fi shing industry leaders from Maine to North Carolina. We are a broad 
membership-based coalition of fi shing industry associations and fi shing com-
panies committed to improving the compatibility of new off shore development 
with their businesses. Our membership has grown to over 200 members who 
make their living from the harvesting and shoreside components of seafood 
production. 

RODA created the Fisheries Knowledge Trust (Trust) in 2020. Th e Trust’s objec-
tive is to enable fi shermen to use their information to participate in regulatory 
processes by providing researchers with trusted access to confi dential informa-
tion collected by the fi shing industry. 

By streamlining the way members of the fi shery manage their data and by 
maintaining explicit control over its use, the Trust makes it possible for re-
searchers, policy makers, and fi shing industry leaders to access crowd-sourced 
datasets and qualitative insights they need to answer some of the hardest ques-
tions about our changing oceans. A critical feature of the Trust is its governance 

structure, which ensures any fi shing industry 
participant that has incorporated data into the 
Trust maintains control over that data.

Th e Trust recently completed a series of pilot 
projects funded by the New York State Energy 
Research and Development Authority. Th ese 
studies collected fi shery-dependent data 
from members of the herring, mackerel, surf-
clam, and ocean quahog fi sheries and success-
fully incorporated them into an independent, 
standardized database of participants’ vessel 
trip report, vessel monitoring system, dealer, 
and observer data. Fleet participants were able 
to explore overlap of their operations with pro-
posed OSW development. 

Th e Trust will next work on an additional pilot 
project focused on the Maine lobster fi shery. 
Given the lack of fi ne-scale spatial data, the lobster project will focus on devel-
oping a standardized procedure for constructing accurate spatial and tempo-
ral representations of the Maine lobster fi shery using the data and knowledge 
of individual fi shermen. Th e proof of concept will be developed through direct 
collaboration with lobstermen in partnership with the Maine Lobstermen’s 
Association and UMaine’s Lobster Institute, and under the governance struc-
tures of the Trust. 

Th is project will assess Olex and Time Zero navigation system formats, collect 
data from volunteer lobstermen, collaboratively develop data product models, 
anonymize individual fi sherman’s data, and develop and evaluate data aggre-
gations at diff erent levels of spatial and temporal granularity. Th is project is in 
the beginning phase and is expected to be completed next year. 

RODA’s intention is to ensure the longevity of the Trust and make it an essen-
tial tool available for all aspects of fi sheries management. Once fi shermen’s 
data are incorporated into the Trust, it can be analyzed (with permission) as 
part of stock assessments, fi shery management decisions, and OSW planning 
and impacts. 

Fiona Hogan is RODA's 
research director.

orders@capeporpoiselobster.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
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STEAMING AHEAD 

MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
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Herman Coombs, Orr’s Island, 807-8596
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Mark Jones, Boothbay, 315-5977
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Jack Merrill, Islesford, 244-7884
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Craig Stewart, Long Island, 653-6914
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Thomas Werner, Cape Elizabeth, 
807-1048
John Williams, Stonington, 367-2731
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Maine Lobstermen’s 
Association

2 Storer St., Suite 203
Kennebunk, ME 04043

207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org

Advocating for a 
sustainable lobster resource 

and the fi shermen and 
communities that depend on 

it since 1954.

“Th e Final Rule amending the regulations implementing the 
Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan shall be deemed 
suffi  cient to ensure that the continued Federal and State au-
thorizations of the American lobster and Jonah crab fi sheries 
are in full compliance with the Marine Mammal Protection 
Act of 1972 and the Endangered Species Act of 1973.” 

United States Congress, December 2022 

Maine lobstermen welcomed 2023 with a renewed sense of 
hope. With Congress’s historic action in December, the lob-
ster industry will not be subject to any new whale regula-
tions until December 2028. Th is is an extraordinary accom-
plishment and there is no doubt that the Maine delegation’s 
outrage over NMFS’s mismanagement of the regulatory 
process and their passion to preserve Maine’s lobster fi sh-
ery are what made this historic action possible. As Senator 
Collins pointedly stated, “I’ve never seen a worse case of 
regulatory overreach to address a problem and blame an 
industry that is not at all responsible for a problem.” 

Th e MLA is incredibly grateful to the Maine delegation, 
Governor Mills and the Department of Marine Resources, 
all of whom worked tirelessly to make this happen. Maine’s 
political leaders stood together to persuade Congress to 
provide the time and resources necessary to obtain data 
critical to ensuring a fair regulatory process. Importantly, 
they crafted the legislation to ensure that the Maine lob-
ster fi shery continues while this 
broken regulatory process is 
fi xed. Th e MLA was proud to be 
a part of this remarkable eff ort. 

As the news spread, you could 
feel the collective sigh of relief 
from lobstermen as they real-
ized the massive risk reduction 
scheduled to take eff ect in 2024 
was on hold. Th e bill passed 
just as NMFS was about to go 
behind closed doors for the 
next twelve months to draft 
a Proposed Rule that would 
force a 90% risk reduction on 
the lobster fi shery through 
massive trap reductions, ad-
ditional weak buoy lines and 
massive closures.

While the relief is real, the crisis facing the lobster indus-
try is far from over. I believe this issue is more urgent than 
ever. Th e Congressional action did not actually solve any of 
the problems. NMFS’s ten-year whale conservation frame-
work, which mandates a 98% risk reduction for the lobster 
fi shery, remains as much a threat now as it did on the day 
it was released. As long as NMFS is misusing data and as-
suming only worst-case scenarios to over-regulate the lob-
ster fi shery, our lobstering heritage remains on the cusp of 
slipping away forever. 

Th e urgency is that we have only six years to fi x a broken 
regulatory process and fi nd a way to keep Maine’s lobster 
industry alive before the federal government moves for-
ward with its plan to dismantle the fi shery in a misguided 
attempt to recover North Atlantic right whales. If we do not 
make tangible progress during that time, Maine’s lobster 
fi shery could be eliminated. 

We know that the Maine lobster fi shery is not driving the 
right whale population decline. We know that right whales 
cannot be saved by unlawfully overregulating a fi shery 
that, according to federal data, has never been linked with 
a right whale death. Fortunately, Congress gave us many of 
the tools that we need to reverse the trajectory NMFS has 
set into motion.

For starters, Congress has validated lobstermen’s concerns 
about NMFS’s regulatory process. It is one thing for the 
MLA and a bunch of lobstermen to argue that the govern-
ment is not doing its job, as we have been doing for years. 
We were shot down at every turn, which is why the MLA 

took the extraordinary action of suing NMFS in 2021. After 
so many have continually dismissed our concerns — in-
cluding a federal judge — it is surreal to have Congress rec-
ognize that the federal rulemaking process to protect right 
whales is broken. 

Second, Congress has given the lobster industry the gift of 
time. Th ey did not change federal law so that we could all 
sit back and hope the whale issue magically resolves itself. 
Congress took this extraordinary action to provide time to 
fi x a broken regulatory process. For the MLA’s part, we now 
have six years to actually solve some of these problems. 

Th e MLA’s lawsuit is a critical tool that could transform 
how NMFS treats the fi shing industry as it crafts its whale 
regulations. Th e lawsuit now has time to work its way 
through the courts before new regulations are proposed. 
We have hired the best lawyers in the country to ensure 
that we have the greatest chance of success at each phase 
of our legal challenge. If the MLA is successful, the court 
will direct NMFS to revise its use of data and assumptions 
to comply with the law. Th at would require NMFS to look 
beyond its doom-and-gloom scenarios about right whales 
and the lobster fi shery and analyze scenarios that are rea-
sonably certain to occur.

Th ird, Congress has appropriated more than $50 million in 
new funding for much-needed scientifi c research that will 

better inform future whale rules 
and ensure that this process is 
driven by good science rather 
than the political interests of 
national advocacy groups. 

As part of this ef f ort, Congress 
has built in measures to hold 
NMFS accountable for imple-
menting right whale conserva-
tion measures as required by 
law. NMFS has been directed to 
respond to the MLA’s 2021 pe-
tition alleging the agency used 
fl awed data in violation of the 
Information Quality Act. It also 
encourages NMFS to revisit its 
right whale risk assessment 
models using scenarios that are 

reasonably certain to occur rather than worse-case scenar-
ios. NMFS is also directed to continue to work with Canada 
to develop risk reduction measures that are comparable in 
eff ectiveness and to incorporate risk reductions achieved 
by Canada in the U.S. risk assessment models. 

Th is Congressional support to fi ll data gaps and demand 
accountability from NMFS is critical to right many of the 
wrongs that NMFS has created in its regulatory process. But 
it is not enough to solve the fundamental issue on its own. 

Before Congress acted, the MLA could only execute a legal 
‘Hail Mary’ as we raced against the clock to do whatever we 
could to prevent our fi shery from being eliminated. Now 
the MLA can take a breath, evaluate its options, and stra-
tegically move forward to address the most pressing defi -
ciencies in NMFS’s actions. 

We have less than six years to bring real solutions to the 
table — through the courts, through the regulatory system, 
through new scientifi c analysis, through the development 
of gear innovations that will work for fi shermen, and by 
educating the public on the successful stewardship prac-
tices Maine lobstermen practice every day to protect right 
whales. 

We cannot do this without your continued help. Supporting 
MLA’s Save Maine Lobstermen campaign remains as critical 
as ever.

As always, stay safe on the water. 

We have only six years to fi nd a way to 
save the lobster industry before NMFS 
systematically dismantles it. 
Foster's Daily Democrat photo.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE

MLA ANNUAL MEETING, FRIDAY MARCH 3 

Th e Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) will be back at the Forum for our 
69th Annual Meeting! Th e Annual Meeting will update members on the pro-
gress of MLA’s Save Maine Lobstermen campaign. Th e Save Maine Lobstermen 
campaign supports the MLA’s aggressive four-pronged strategy, which includes 
1) legal and policy solutions related to right whale protections, 2) ensuring that 
the best available science is used in decision-making, 3) innovating eff ective 
conservation strategies to work for whales and fi shermen, and 4) educating the 
public about the industry’s long-term commitment to right whale conservation. 

Join the MLA in welcoming members of our talented legal team who will up-
date attendees on the status of the MLA’s appeal. MLA’s lawsuit seeks to end 
government over-reach and hold NMFS accountable as Congress intended. 
MLA’s legal team will also provide updates on other court cases that threaten 
the future of Maine’s lobster industry. Th ere will be plenty of time to for discus-
sion and for Q&A. As always, MLA members will conduct the annual board 
member election. MLA members, family and the public are encouraged to at-
tend to and share questions and ideas.

CONGRESS HITS THE PAUSE BUTTON ON NEW WHALE RULES

Th e following is an excerpt of Commissioner Keliher’s December 23, 2022, up-
date to lobstermen: 

"Finally, some good news for Maine’s lobster industry. Congress’s budget pack-
age includes a six-year pause on new federal whale regulations, money to gath-
er needed data including the presence of whales and phytoplankton, and fund-
ing for the development of innovative gear technology that will keep the fl eet 
fi shing. 

Here are the major provisions:

• Postpones implementation the next phase of federal rulemaking for 
the lobster fi shery under the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan 
(ALWTRP) for six years… until December 31, 2028. 

• Provides $2,000,000 for partnerships to address American lobster research 
to explore the impact of whale protection measures on the resource and 
the fi shery.

• Provides $6,000,000 for North Atlantic Right Whale (NARW)-related re-
search, monitoring, enforcement, and conservation eff orts. At least half of 
this funding will be used for vessel surveys, passive acoustic monitoring, 
habitat and plankton monitoring, habitat modeling, and potentially whale 
tagging in the Gulf of Maine. 

• Provides $1,500,000 to support development of ropeless gear technologies 
focusing on issues important to industry such as gear location, gear con-
fl ict avoidance, and enforcement.

• Provides $26,000,000 through the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission which can be used for off setting costs of compliance with the 
2021 rule and electronic monitoring requirements, or research to inform 
future regulatory actions, including development of a dynamic manage-
ment program or new gear technologies.

• Provides $20,000,000 for Fiscal Year 2023 for a new grant program for R&D 
of new gear technology that will reduce lethal and sub-lethal eff ects of hu-
man activities on right whales, development of dynamic management ap-
proaches, and training on how to use newly developed technologies. 

• Directs NOAA to work with States and other stakeholders to improve the 
Decision Support Tool (DST) to reduce the uncertainty that has hampered 
its eff ectiveness in determining risk.

• Encourages NOAA to revise whale population models using “most reason-
ably certain to occur" rather than “worst case” scenarios and assumptions, 
and to incorporate better data that allows more accurate predictions of 
future NARW populations before issuing any new regulations.

Th anks to the extraordinary eff orts by Senator Collins, Senator King and 
Representatives Pingree and Golden, who coordinated closely with Governor 
Mills to accomplish this legislative action. I need to give special thanks to the 
staff  of our congressional offi  ces…, MLA’s Patrice McCarron and MLU’s Ginny 
Olsen who made themselves available, day and night… I would also be remiss 
if I didn’t thank DMR staff , most notably Deputy Commissioner Meredith 
Mendelson, who was working with me on this during every waking hour. 

Th is Congressional action does not mean that this is the end of our work in the 
courts. What it does mean is that now we have the time we’ve needed to work 
on the future of the fi shery. We cannot sit back and wait for things to change – 
we must actively work on gathering data, challenging the science, improving 
the models and developing gear that works.

 Yes, there is much work to do over the coming months and years– we can’t rest 
yet. Th e federal laws will still be used to develop rules that will be implemented 
in 2028 and beyond, so in the meantime we must ALL WORK TOGETHER and 
determine the path forward.

I will continue to provide updates as these issues progress, but I’m happy to 
be able fi nally to share good news with you as we head into the holidays. I look 
forward to seeing you in the new year and in the meantime wish you a healthy 
and safe 2023!"

NMFS ADDRESSES NEXT STEPS FOR WHALE REGULATIONS 

On January 8, NMFS administrator Janet Coit sent a letter to Take Reduction Team 
(TRT) members explaining how the six-year pause will impact the TRT’s work 
and NMFS’s rulemaking process. Coit writes, “Th e Consolidated Appropriations 
Act 2023 that was passed in December included a mandate that, with limited ex-
ceptions, the 2021 Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan (ALWTRP) amend-
ments ‘shall be deemed suffi  cient to ensure that the continued Federal and State 
authorizations of the American lobster and Jonah crab fi sheries are in full com-
pliance’ with the Endangered Species Act and Marine Mammal Protection Act 
until December 31, 2028. Th e Act also prescribes and provides increased appro-
priations that support further development and implementation of innovative 
gear technologies, monitoring in the Gulf of Maine, and for other purposes.” She 
assured TRT members that the agency will use input from its recent delibera-
tions to guide changes to federal whale rules over the next few years.

“In the short term, we anticipate moving forward with an extension of the 
emergency rule closing the ‘wedge’ area surrounded by the Massachusetts 
Restricted Area. We also anticipate a proposed rule modifying the gillnet and 
other trap/pot fi sheries,” she wrote. Coit further explained that NMFS “will 
continue working diligently to develop and expand use of on-demand fi shing 
and other gear modifi cations.” 

NMFS “plan[s] to shift our energy into developing the next set of rules, as op-
posed to convening and managing the Team. Regardless, over the next year, we 
anticipate providing regular email and webinar updates on various topics of 
particular interest to the Team, such as the Decision Support Tool peer review 
results, abundance and trends, status of the NARW UME [Unusual Mortality 
Event], and news on other recovery actions (e.g., vessel speed regulations) to 
keep you apprised of new information as it arises.”

Many thanks to thes  
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MLA update continued from page 5

MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE

MAINE LEGISLATURE BACK IN SESSION

Th e Maine 131st Legislature is back in session. Th ere are many new faces on 
the Marine Resources Committee. Th e Marine Resources Committee is com-
prised of 13 members: Sen. Cameron Reny (D) Lincoln – Chair, Sen. Anne 
Beebe-Center (D) Knox, Sen. Marianne Moore (R) Washington, Rep. Allison 
Hepler (D) Woolwich – Chair, Rep. Lydia Crafts (D) Newcastle, Rep. Kenneth 
Davis (R) East Machias, Rep. Jim Dill (D) Old Town, Rep. Victoria Doudera (D) 
Camden, Rep. Holly Eaton (D) Deer Isle, Rep. Irene Giff ord (R) Lincoln, Rep. 
Scott Landry (D) Farmington, Rep. Tiff any Strout (R) Harrington, and Rep. Jim 
Th orne (R) Carmel.

Th e 131st Legislature will be returning to in-person committee meetings, how-
ever online options will still be off ered. To receive weekly scheduling updates, 
contact Linda LaCroix at MAR@legislature.gov or 207-287-1337, or sign up on-
line at https://lists.legislature.maine.gov/sympa/info/mar-ip. 

Th e following is a partial list of bill titles submitted. Th ese are not yet printed 
so there are no details on what these bills propose.

LR 1417 An Act to Create a Restricted Senior Lobster and Crab Fishing License,
sponsored by Rep. Perkins of Dover-Foxcroft. 

LR 1544 An Act to Allow Lobster Fishing in Federal Waters Under the Federal 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, sponsored by Rep. Adams Lebanon.

LR 1880 An Act to Fund the Lobster Legal Defense Fund, sponsored by Rep. 
Faulkingham of Winter Harbor.

LR 2356 An Act to Create the Lobster Industry Working Group, sponsored by Rep. 
Golek Harpswell.

LR 171 An Act to Defend Maine's Lobster Industry and Protect the Industry's 
Future, sponsored by Sen. Vitelli Sagadahoc.

LR 1793 An Act to Assist Lobster Fishing Apprentices to Obtain a License Within 5 
Years, sponsored by Rep. Collamore Clint of Waldoboro.

LR 1821 An Act to Protect Marine Resources in Maine, sponsored by Sen. Reny 
of Lincoln.

LR 2020 An Act to Divest State Pension Funds from Companies Boycotting Maine 
Lobster, sponsored by Sen. Brakey of Androscoggin

LR 1895 An Act to Prohibit Off shore Wind Energy Development, sponsored by 
Rep. Strout of Harrington. 

LR 1481 An Act to Require Federal Off shore Wind Development to Benefi t Maine 
Communities, sponsored by Rep. Gere of Kennebunkport.

LR 741 An Act Regarding the Procurement of Energy from Off shore Wind Resources, 
sponsored by Sen. Lawrence of York.

DECISION SUPPORT TOOL (DST) PEER REVIEW

NMFS has scheduled a three-day peer review of the computer model used 
to assess the risk of U.S. commercial fi xed gear to right whales, known as the 
Decision Support Tool (DST). Th e review will take place online from January 
30 through February 1. Th e peer review is being coordinated by the Atlantic 
Scientifi c Review Group (ASRG). Scientifi c Review Groups advise NOAA 
Fisheries and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on the status of marine mam-
mal stocks under Section 117 of the Marine Mammal Protection Act.

Th e Decision Support Tool peer review panel includes Richard Merrick (chair) 
from the ASRG; Erin Summers from Maine Department of Marine Resources 
and ASRG; Tim Tinker, from the U.S. Geological Survey, Western Ecological 
Research Center; Dewayne Fox from Delaware State University; Rebecca 
Lewison from San Diego State University; and Genevieve Nesslage from the 
University of Maryland. 

According to NMFS, the team will review whether the tool:

• Incorporates the U.S. lobster, gillnet, and other trap/pot commercial fi sh-
ery data sets necessary to determine fi shing eff ort and distribution

• Incorporates relevant estimates of right whale distribution and densities

• Uses appropriate entanglement risk coeffi  cients by gear type

• Incorporates appropriate approaches to applying these coeffi  cients to esti-
mate relative risk (and risk uncertainty) of large whales encountering gear

• Provides appropriate estimates of risk reduction of large whales encoun-
tering gear, using the fi shing eff ort and right whale density data reviewed 
under the fi rst two bullets, above.

Information on the peer review is located at https://www.fi sheries.noaa.gov/
event/peer-review-right-whale-decision-support-tool-0.

MAINE RESEARCH ARRAY MOVES FORWARD

BOEM announced its “Determination of No Competitive Interest” for the re-
search lease proposed by the State of Maine. BOEM’s determination means that 
it will process the state’s research application. Th e project is designed to inform 
any future commercial off shore wind developments in the Gulf of Maine. Th e 
determination of no competitive interest does not guarantee that the State of 
Maine will receive a research lease. Th e next step for processing the research ap-
plication is to conduct an Environmental Assessment (EA) of potential impacts 
from off shore wind leasing activities associated with the research lease. Th e 
draft EA will be available for public comment. Once this is completed BOEM 
may execute the Research Lease. Th ese activities should be completed in 2023.

BOEM MOVING FORWARD ON OFFSHORE WIND LEASES IN THE GOM

In August 2022, BOEM published a Request for Interest (RFI) for the Gulf of 
Maine to identify the off shore locations that appear most suitable for off shore 
wind development, taking into consideration potential impacts to resources 
and ocean users. Th is is the fi rst step in BOEM’s off shore wind commercial 
planning and leasing process.

Th e purpose of the RFI was to gauge interest in the development of commercial 
wind energy leases within the RFI Area, which consists of 13,713,825 acres in 
the Gulf of Maine. Five off shore wind developers expressed interest and have 
been legally, technically and fi nancially qualifi ed. None of the developers pro-
posed to locate off shore wind projects within 20 miles from shore in the Gulf of 
Maine. Th e companies expressing interest are:
• Avangrid Renewables, LLC
• Hexicon USA, LLC
• Pine Tree Off shore Wind, LLC (Diamond/RWE Renewables)
• TotalEnergies SBE US, LLC
• US Mainstream Renewable Power Inc.

On January 19, BOEM held an informational meeting in Portland to solicit input 
from the public on selecting a “draft call area” to site potential future off shore 
wind development in the Gulf of Maine. Th e draft call area proposed by BOEM 
excludes off shore wind development within 20 miles from shore and in several 
areas such as groundfi sh closed areas identifi ed through public comments. 

Th e fi nal call area will be published early in 2023. BOEM will designate Wind 
Energy Areas (WEA) near the end of 2023 and hold a lease auction in 2024. 

BOEM MEETS WITH MAINE FISHING INDUSTRY TO DISCUSS CONCERNS

BOEM offi  cials, including BOEM’s Offi  ce of Renewable Energy Programs 
(OREP) chief Karen Baker, met with Maine fi shing industry leaders in January 
to discuss the recommendations of the state’s Fisheries Working Group and its 
concerns over off shore wind development in the Gulf of Maine. 

Th e Maine Fisheries Working Group proposed that no off shore wind should be 
sited in the Gulf of Maine shoreward of the Area 1/3 Lobster Management line 
to 69o 30’ W and south to 42o 20’ W. BOEM has been reviewing the industry’s 
request and prepared a chart for discussion. 

Th e industry stressed that this siting recommendation is a compromise and 
would eliminate economic harm to the majority of commercial fi shing opera-
tions in the Gulf of Maine. It would also signifi cantly minimize confl ict with the 
developers and facilitate less controversy when off shore wind developments 
are planned in the Gulf of Maine.

Maine Fisheries Working Group proposal to prohibit OSW 
development inside Area 1. 
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John and Brendan Ready
Machias Savings Bank
Bar Harbor Bank & Trust 
First National Bank

GGiftss $50,0000 -- $$99,999 
Camden National Bank

 
GGiftss $25,0000 -- $$49,999 
Corea Lobster Co-Op
Cranberry Isles Fishermen’s Co-Op

GGiftss $10,0000 -- $$24,999 
Bring It, Inc. 
Brooks Trap Mill
DB Rice Fisheries
D.C. Air & Seafood
Joseph Doyle
Luke’s Lobster Seafood Co. 
RH Foster Energy, LLC
Rugged Seas
Smithwick & Mariners^^
Town of Cranberry Isles
Town of York

GGiftss $$ 5,000——$$9,9999 
A Silver Lining– Jess Pinkham
Atlantic Edge Lobster, Atlantic Edge         

lobstermen & families
Bangor Savings Bank
Committee to Elect Jared Golden
Cousins Maine Lobster
George Craig
Ellsworth Jewelers
Frantz Furniture and Bedding
Shane Hatch
J&K Lobster Bait, Inc
Maine Aquaculture Association
Maine Professional Guides Assoc.
Jack Merrill
F.W. Thurston Co, Inc. 
Machias River Inn
Partners Bank
Pizza Villa
Square & Compass Club
Stonington Lobster Co-Op
Tenants Harbor Fishermen’s Co-op
Town of South Thomaston
Vinalhaven Fishermen’s Co-Op
 

GGiftss $2,5000 -- $$4,999 
Bad Boy Lobster Co. 
Beal’s Lobster Pier
Downeast Housewives for the 
      Fishing Industry
East Wind Inn
Elizabeth Fenwick
Ed Foye*
Friend & Friend
Earl Hamilton III*
Helen’s Restaurant^^

$$2,5000 -- $$4,9999  cont’d 
Jonathan’s Ogunquit
The Lobster Co. 
Maine Lobster Outlet
Merritt Bracket Lobster Boat
   Races
Midcoast Marine
The Nonantum Resort
Red’s Eats & the Gagnon
      Family^^
RE Thomas Marine 
      Hardware
Sorrento Seafood^^
Town Of Jonesport
Town of Stonington
The Upper Deck

 
GGiftss $1,0000 -- $$2,499 
Nick Alberding
A M Associates
Roger Allard
Fred Allen III
Brian Alley
Jeffrey Alley
Jeremy R Alley
Jeremy S Alley
Travis Alley
Josh Ames*
Lawrence Ames
Heron Arey
Bar Harbor Chamber of 
    Commerce—buoy tree
Barnacle Billy’s ^^
Bob Baines
Shawn Baumgartner
Eric Beal
Oscar Beal
Richard Beal*
Belfast Fishermen’s Assoc.
Rex Benner
Patrick Benzie
Jenny & Dean Berry
Judy Berry: Leach’s Express
Troy Bichrest
Brian Billings Family
Joel & Jenna Billings
David Black
Ivan Bly
Vincent Bosso
Bob & Kitty Boyd
Diane Brassard
Jarod Bray*
Maynard Brewer
David & Deborah Brooks
Brown’s Boatyard
Sandi Bryand

$$1,0000 -- $$2,4999 cont’d 
Christopher Candage
Dylan Carroll*
Dwight Carver
Tricia Ann Carver
Ryan Casey
Barbara & James Chesney
Lucas Chioffi
Chris Chipman
Jason Chipman
John W Chipman
Jonathan Chipman
Wesley Chipman
Christopher Clark*
Nick Colacino
Senator Susan Collins
Emily Conway
Andrew Cousens
David Cousens
Josiah Couture*
WC Cressey & Sons
Melanie Cummings
Susan Curtis
Mike Cushman*
Jason Day*
Dustin Delano
Wayne Delano
Ben Doliber*
Ryan Dorr
Chrissy Doucette
Doucette Family
Jerry Doughty
Karen Doughty
Kyle Doughty
Travis Doughty
George Dow
Daryl Dunham*
East Coast Seafood
Richard Elliott
City of Ellsworth
Anonymous
Bruce Fernald*
Mark Fernald
Robin Fernald & Stephanie   

Austin
Jay Fiandaca Jr
Timothy Field
Mike Flanigan
James Freeman
Friendship Lobster Treats
Town of Friendship
Larsen Foye*
Virginia Gay
Sarah Giles
Matt Gilley
Mark & Dianne Gimble
Chris Goodale
Todd Goodell
Brian Gordius
Frank Gotwals
Jamie Griffith
William Hancock III
Jacob Hardy*
Josh Harjula

$$1,0000 -- $$2,4999 cont’d 
Keith Harriton
Gary Hawkes*
Heath Hawkes
Benjamin Heanssler
Caleb Heanssler
Hew’s Truck Bodies & 
   Equipment
Benjamin Hopkins*
Shawn Howard*
Todd & April Hubbard*
Bobby Ingalls*
Molly Irvin-Peter
Lt Col. Margaret Jealous
Michael & Chantal Jennings
Jess’s Market
Chip Johnson*
Daniel Johnson
Lincoln Johnson
Lukas Johnson
Donald Jones*
Mark Jones
Nathan Jones*
Jason Joyce*
Jeff Kaelin
David Kaselaukas
‘Keag Store
Eric Knight*
Elizabeth Krementz
Dana Knudsen
Kris Koerber
Kellie Lally
Brian Langley
Isaac Lash
Stephen Lash*
Craig Lazaro*
Kenny Lemoine Jr. 
Jeffrey Libby
Kevin & Jan Lipson
Lobster Palette Inc. 
Andrew Longley
Travis Lunt*
Ian Lussier
Maine Camp Outfitters
Maine Trappers Association
John McCarthy
Michael Melito Lobster
   Brokers
Steve Miller
Tad Miller
David Moody
Mark Moody
Chris Moore
Anonymous
Dan Morris
Jonathan Murphy
Ronald Musetti*
Kyle Nichols
Connie & Gail Norstrom
Mitch Nunan*
Brent Oliver
Ladd Olson
Mark Osborn & Brian 
     Makaerwicz

$$1,0000 -- $$2,4999 cont’d 
Alfred Osgood*
Justin Osgood
Nicholas & Kristin Page
Andrew Perry
Micah Philbrook*
Michael Philbrook
Steven Philbrook
Galen Plummer*
Troy Plummer
Alan D & Rebecca Poland
Alan O Poland*
Harold W Poole
James H Poole Sr
Henry Pope
Jennifer Pope
Kristan Porter*
Neal Prescott
Jeff Putnam
Frank & Sam Reece
Bob Richardson
Sam Rosen
Steve Rosen
Michael Rowan
Tristan Salman
Nicholas Saunders
Wayne Seavey
Mark Sewell
Sam Sewell
Christopher Smith
Scott Smithwick
Craig Sproul
Andrew Stanley
John Stanley*
Ashley Stapelman
Garrett Steele
Gary & Jenni Steele
John Stiker
Valeria Storms
Hon. Holly Stover
Gary Strout
Dwayne Sutherland
That Place in Ogunquit
David A Thomas*
Courtland Tolman
Roxanne Tolman
Mike Tripp
Rick Trundy
Twin City Financial Group
The Clam Shack
The Vinalhaven School
Town Of Boothbay
Town of Machiasport
Town Of Vinalhaven
VIP Maine Mobile
John Tripp*
Sara Walbridge
Seth Walker*
Richard Wall
Keith Wallace
Dennis Warren
Jane & Paul Warren
Lee Watkinson
Ronald Watkinson
Matthew Weber
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$$1,0000 -- $$2,4999 cont’d 
Thom Werner
James West
Jeff White*
Gregg Whitton
Wicked Adventure
     Redemption
Walter Willey IV
John Williams*
Eben Wilson
Winter Harbor Co-Op
James Wotten*
Wotton’s Lobster Wharf LLC
York Lobstermen’s 
     Association
Kenneth Young

GGiftss $5000 -- $$999 
Jason Alley
Richard A Alley Jr. 
A R Kennedy Customs
Arundel Ford
Atlantic Sea Farms
Bangor Tractor & Equipment
Arlene Barnard
Nicholas Beaudoin
Tyler Bemis
Mark Cheney
Roger Chipman
Clinton Collamore Sr
The Dairy Corner
Adam Daly & Son Builders
Robert Dennis
DiMiIlo’s on the Water
Perry Duryea III
James Ellsworth
Eric Emmons
Englund Marine & Industrial 
Supply
Brian Fellows
Mark Fernald
Peter Flanigan
Michael Floyd
Jason Follette
Owen Foye*
Raegan Foye*
Friendship Lobster Boat 
      Races
Adam Gamage
Anonymous
Gears & Vinyl 
Town Of Georgetown
David Gilley
Brett Gilliam
Christopher Goodale
David Gregg*
Deborah Hamblen-Wood
Raechelle Haynes
James Hayward
Sarah Hoffman
Inland Lobster
Island Fishing Gear & Auto 

Parts
Island Fishermen’s Wives
Chris Jenness
David B Johnson
Stuart Jones
Keith Jordan
Sam Joy
David Joyce
Kevin Kelley & Dana O’Brien
Nicholas Kennedy
Larry Knapp

$$5000 --$$9999 cont’dd 
J. Edward Knight Insurance
    Agency
Kyle Koerber
Jonathan Landsberg
LAUGH Loud SMILE Big
Colby Lee
Spinner Lee
Jody Leighton
Dr. William Lieber
Daniel Lief
David Loeb
David Lunt
George MacLeod
Maine State Sea Kayak
Frank McCreary
Shaun McLennan
Ryan Miller
Linda Molvie
Minot Country Variety
Montsweag Restaurant
Daniel Morris
Phillip Morris
Northeast Marine Survey
Clay Oliver & Marci Lief
Leon Oliver
Leland Osgood
Pine State Motors
Prevention Is Key LLC
Bill & Julie Putnam 
Thomas & Ann Ramee
N.A. Reny Construction Co. 
Sonny Rich
Anneliese Riggall
Ben Rubenstein
Mike Sargent
Anne Scarff
Ryan Schoppee
Seymour Embroidery
Steven Shirey
Shore Hills Campground
James Smith
Nathaniel Snow
Willis & Christine Spear
Theodore Spurling
Danny & Cindi Staples
Dillon Steele
Gordon Sullivan
David Tarr
Steve Taylor
David E Thurlow
Earl Thurlow
Elaine Tietz
Town Of Tremont
Rita Tripp
Union River Chpt of Maine     

Trappers Assoc
Vinalhaven Friends & family
      of Connor Lazaro
Clayton Walker
Harlan Warren
Shelley Wigglesworth
Ethan Whitaker
Bruce White
Susan Whitney
Peter Wildes
Christopher Wood
Merritt Wotton
Bradley Yeaton
Zaz & Moe
Eric Ziner: Stonington Rally 
    Fundraiser

GGiftss $3000 -- $$499 
Andrew Adam
Travis Alley
John Atkinson
Atlantic Sea Farms Staff
Gail Austin
Foster Bartovics
Joanna Bentley
Ian Bohrmann: Left Buoy
     Lobster Co. 
Blue Water Concepts
Vance Bunker
John Clinton
Coastal ME Creations
Committee to Elect Paul
    LePage
Anonymous
Downeast Cowgirl Designs &
     Friendship Trap
Anna Fernald
Chad Gamage
Greg Griffin
Erik Hansen
Haynes Garage
Timothy Heallen
George & Betty Heselton
Alice Ingraham
Donald Jones
John’s Bay Boat Co. 
Joshua Kane Family
Little Salty Rope Co. 
Lucky Lobster of Maine
Stuart MacDonald
Nina Milliken
Jack Myer
Kyle Nichols
Travis O’Brien
Michael Parenteau
Chris Parsons-Mank
Lawrence Pye
Natalie Reed
Joseph Salisbury
Matt Samuels
Salty Rebel Co. 
Darren Shute
Carroll Staples
Charles Tarbox
Three Seas Fish and Lobster
Jennifer Walker
Bernd Wolff
Paul Woods
 

GGiftss $1000 -- $$299 
Fred Adair
Robin Alden
Stephen Alley
Edward P Ames
Herman Anderson
Julia Andrieni
James Austin
Sharon Austin
Emily Axelrod
John Bacon
Cole Baines
John Barrett
Barry Baudanza
Robert Bayer
Arthur Baxter
Kevin Beal
Donald Bisson
Douglas Blasius
Hugh Bowen

$$1000 -- $$2999 cont’d
David Brakke
Eric Brazer
Marcia Beal Brazer
Norman Brazer Jr
Barbara Bregman
Jeff & Glenace Breton
Barry Brown
Foy Brown Sr
Robert Brown
Carla Bryson
Todd Buckton
David Bullwinkle
Patricia Burch
Ernie Burgess
Norman Burns
Stephen Burns
Albert Buswell
Zach Canders & the Kevin 
     Peterson Family
Elizabeth Caruso 
Nicholas Cennamo
Chipman Grandchildren: 
        Project Endline Kickoff
Debra Christiansen
Kurt Ciomei
Ida Clarke
Keith Clark Distributors
Daniel Clough
Jonathan Coffin
Dan Colacino
Brian Colbeth
Stephen Conicelli
Mike Cook
Alcyone Coon
Sarah Corson & Dick Atlee
Sam Cousens
Douglas Cowan
Lydia Crafts
The Craignair Inn
Susan Cressey
Anne Damm
Jacqueline Davidson
Bruce & Heather Davis
Eric Davis
Palmer Davies
Julia Debery
Deer Isle-Stonington
      Chamber of Commerce
Deborah Delp
Ellen Dinsmore
Joey Donnelly
Warren Dorr IV
Forrest H Dow
Jordan Drouin
Martha Dudman
Richard Duffy
Lynn Duryea
Kathryn Earle
Marilyn Eimon
George Eliason
Jon Emerson
Logan Erb
Erdman Anthony & 
     Associates
Kristin Falla
Betty Farnham
A Michael Faulkingham
Cole Faulkingham
Michael Faulkingham
Andrew Feeney

$$1000 -- $$2999 cont’d
Thomas Fernald
Cameron Field
Daniel Field
Fishermen’s Pottery & Gifts
Cheryl Focazio
Franman Transportation
Anonymous
Spencer Gamage
Judith Gary
Hugh Gilley
Elisabeth Gimbel
Ginger Mousse Bakery
David Gittens
Alexander Gonzalez
Julia Goodall
George Green
Nancy Greene
Jessica Griffin
Mary Griffin & Barbara 
     MacNeil
Marnie Grumbach
Peter Haber
Eleanor Hadden
Sarah Hains
Betsy Hall
Janice Hanscom
Kurt Harrington
Sally & Curtis Haskell
Greg Havener
Angie Helton
Stephen and Lisa Hewitt
Thomas B Heyer
Nancy Holmes
Laurence Hodgkins
Kenya Hopkins
Donald House
Mark Howard
Deborah Hurtt
Ed Hutchins II
Alice Ingraham
James Jalbert
Margaret Jicha
JMV Carousel Marina Inc
John Jordan
Kathi Jordan
JT Lobster
Jenny Keher
Roger Kellett
Eugene Kelley
Lewis Kelsey
David Kelsh
Barbara Kent Lawrence
Robert O Keohane
Jackson Kinney
Paul Kinsella
Robert Kohler
Tina Kullman
Wayne & Laurel Lamoine
Thomas Lawson
Gene Lazaro
Steven Leeman
Walter Leeman IV
Ken Lemont
Robert Levine
Gary Libby
Lil’ Duder Lobster Co. 
Chris Linkletter
Ann Liotta
Look Lobster Co. 
Jason Ludwig
Nathaniel Lyon
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$$1000 -- $$2999 cont’d
James Mahoney
Kenneth MacKenzie
Peter MacKenzie
Barbara Malandrino
Mantinicus Isl Recyling
Bruce Marshall
Linnell Mather
Barbara  & Larry McAdams
Gregory McCreary
Genevieve McDonald
Eben McFadden
Phillip McFarland
Mark McGoon & Kristin
      Bilodeau
Dana McIntire
Judith McKenna
Marissa McMahan
Robert McMahan
Susie McNamee
Helen Merrill
Mike Mesko
Peter Miller
Nina Milliken
Arnold Mintz
Barbara Mintz
Christopher Morris
Rick Morton
Zara Mosher
Susan Most
Tess Nappi
Narraguagus High School
      Senior Class
Amber Jean Nickel
Willem Nieuwkerk
Randy Newcomb
Judith Normandin
Robert L Nudd Jr
Chelsea Nunan
Eleanor Nunan
Mark Nystrom
Robert Oberlander
Jim O’Connell
Cordelia K Oehmig
Travis & Keith Otis
Gilbert Palmer
Samuel Palmisano
Kathleen Parrish
Amanda Pasternak
Robin Patton
M.W. Pearson
Nick, Andrew & Jack 
   Pellechia
Antonina Pelletier
David Percival
Jaden Petersdorf
Eric Peterson
Stephen Pfister
Eric Pietsch
Ben Poland
Janet Pollack
Henryetta Ponczek
Tim Pridham
George Prince
Puffin’s Nest Inc. 
Jeff Putnam
Marcia Ratajczak
Aspen Reece
Walter Reitz
Bonnie Remar
RG Tax Accounting & 
     Resolution

$$1000 -- $$2999 cont’d
Chris Wriggins
Donald Wright
Nancy Wynne
David Yanok
York Driving School
E Richard Young
Joseph Young
Scott Young
Patricia Zinski

GGiftss Underr $1000 
Jay Alley
Ronald Alley
Heidi Aliski
Evelyn Anderson
Steve Bailey
Nancy Beal
Paulette Bilsky-Phillips
Jonathan Bishop
Ellen Black
Sandra Boardman
Robin Bono
Elijah Brice
Brown’s Service Center
Margaret Bryant
Carla Bryson
Wendy Chambers
Beth Chamberlin
Stephen Christiansen
Jeanne Connelly
Tom & Mary Conway
Rep. Lydia Crafts
Peggy Cummings
Jane Curtin
Judith Cutler
Camille Daggett
Linda Daly Frey
Howard Dentremont Jr
Edith DiBartolo
Demaree DiBiase
William Doble
Donalee Dolan
Hon. Vicki Doudera
Elizabeth Drake
Karina Drumheller
Gordan Duncan
John Dykstra
Karen S Ellis
Ellen Fagen
William Fahey
Marcus Fernald
Michael & Shana Ferra
Joann Ferrance
Jeremy Flint
Brian Foran
Larry Franco
Larry Fuhrman
Jane Gagne
Donna Marie Garfalo
Kevin Gilbert
Joe Grady
Great Sea Vegetables
Kristin Gross
Thomas Gruber
Eliot Hadlock
Timothy Hambelton
Victoria Harnish
Jordan Hartsell
Sally Hartikka
Anthony Hooper

GGiftss underr $1000 cont’dd 
Erin House
Celeste Howe
Charlene Hoyt
Alice Ingraham
Eve Jamieson
Bet Johnson 
Truly-Ann Johnson
Elizabeth Jordan
Stafford Keegan
Kate-lyn Knight
Elisabeth Koury
Lois Kuttesch
Ronald LaChappelle
Piet Lammert
Steve  Laronde
Ivan Libby
Carl Little
Blake Rose Arens Lovelady
Luster Hustler Ceramics
Leigh Martin-Farnsworth
Elaine Mathiason
Holly McCormick
Paul & Elizabeth MacDonald
Betsy Mahoney
Don Mahoney
Debra Maley
Jessica McGrath
Chad McGuire
Dennis Meehan
Michael Mendelson
Anonymous
George Munson
Carter Jones Meyer
Linda Musson
Olivia Myers
Richard Nagel
MaryAnn Nahf
Jeanne Nash
Heidi Newman
Ronda Nichols
Linda & Dana O’Brien
Albert O’Callaghan
Deborah Orrill & Blair 
      Sanders
Teresa Parker
Candy Perry
Mary Perry-Dysart
Melissa Petrillo-Erbes
Sarah Pettito
Al Pope
Dayle Purington
Robert Raudenbush
Donna Reed
David Rich

GGiftss underr $1000 cont’dd 
Mish Ritchie 
Caroline Rittenhouse
Virginia Robbins
Jennifer Roberts
Anya Rous
Robert & Janet Rushton
Gardner Russell II
Peter Schmidt
Alan and Maddy Thal
Jeffrey Schuhmacher
Seacoast Threads
Jeffrey Silverman
Laurie Smith
Robert Smith
Theresa Smith
Paula Stover
Melissa St Pierre
Constance Stubbs
Sue Stultz
Richard Sullivan
Sunrise Spuds
Jennifer Szulinski
Susan & Paul Taylor
William Thurlow
Michelle Tognetti
Chelsea Torrey
Caroline Trinder
Paul Trommer
Steven Turner
Randall Wade
Ruth Wales
John Wallace
Peter Wallace
Kirstin Weed
Wendy Wegner
Kendall  Thomas White
Laura J Whitmer
Anonymous
Jordan Wolfe
Donald & Gail Wright
Jimmy Guide Young

$$1000 -- $$2999 cont’d
Alan Richard
Dennis Robertson
Rogers Chiropractic Center
John Rohrer
Caroline Ronten
Ingrid and Peter Rudolf
Kent Salfi
Joseph Salisbury
George Sass
Charles Saunders
Gynell Schoppee
Deborah Scofield
Anonymous
Seacoast Threads
Sew Fetch Dog Co. 
Francis Seiders
Sam Shaw
Randell Shepard
Michael Sherman
Andrew Simmons
Ryan Simmons
Bryan Soares
Jeanette Sonner
John Sosnowski & Anabella 
    Pitkin
Hamilton D South III
Roger St Amand
Matt St Cyr
Brennan Strong
Karen Strunk
Swans Island Freight LLC
Andrew Taylor
Kate Hotchkiss Taylor
Jonathan B Thomas
Paul Thormann
The Island Market & Supply
Tiller & Rye Grocer
Jessica Tolliver & Nathan Shaw
Michael Tolman
Town Of Long Island
Caitlin Trafton
Keith Trefethen
Annie Tselikis
Hilton Turner
Diana Tyler
Ian Unger
Viable Gear
Allan Vitkus
Alfred Voskian
Justin Vyce
Anonymous
Raymond Waite
Kachina Watt
Warren’s Lobster House
Kelly Webber
Wendy Weiler
Donald Wescott
Whale & Anchor
Irene White
Adam White
Leonard White
Linda Whitebear
Jim Wilberg
D.A. Wiles
Edward Williams
Wesley Willink
Richard Wilson
Robert M Winslow
Anonymous
Danna Wolfe
Margaret Woodward
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� “a dollar a day”
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�

GGiftss inn Memoriam 
 

John Ames
Edward P Ames

Courtney Austin
Gail Austin

Charlie Begin
Jean & Neal Reny

Mary & Ed Blackmore
Sally & Curtis Haskell

James E  Brown
Foy Brown Sr

Gary Clifford
John Reny

Gilbert Sr & Betty Collamore
Clinton Collamore Sr. 

Dana Crowley
Dean & Terri Crowley
Judy & Dale Crowley Jr
Rob & Nancy Heallen
Cooper Friend
Dave & Bobbi
Betty & Penny
Ed Fagonde
Perry Family
VJ & Amy
F/V Melanie Jean
Roby McLean
Richard & Nancy
Hazel & Robert Alley Sr
Ronald Looke
Bruce & Joanne Davis

Joan & Wendell Curtis
Susan Curtis

Perry B Duryea Jr. 
Lynn Duryea

Grandpa Manchester
Robin Bono

Warren Fernald
Anna Fernald
Frank & Sam Reece

Charles Gerry
Zach Canders & the Kevin Peterson 
Family
Peggy Cummings
Hugh Cummings
John Dykstra
Sarah Pettito
Kent Salfi
Robert Smith

Craig Giles
Sarah Giles

Dana R Haynes
Hayne’s Garage

William S. Hutchinson
Lisa Graziano, York Driving School

Gene Kelley
Donalee Dolan
Angie Helton
Paul & Elizabeth MacDonald
Linda & Dana O’Brien
Kevin Kelley & Dana O’Brien
Alan Richard
Janet & Robert Rushton
Linda Whitebear
Antonina Pelletier

Connor Lazaro
In loving memory from his friends & 
family on Vinalhaven

Gordon Murphy
Jonathan Murphy
Stephen Burns

David Ober
Bryan & Amanda Austin
Ruth Bacon
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Burgess
Arthur & Julie Chickering
Janice Lachance & Susan Hall
Teresa & Havener Kaler
Nancy Hope-Normandi
James & Esther Kilgore
Janice Lachance
William & Nancy Leppanen
Delores Ober
Gerald & Mary Ober
Arlene Paulsen
Chief Jason Peasley
Barry & Debra Shepard
Michael Tolman
Rockland District High School Class of
  1973
Diane York

Danny Pearce
Jean & Neal Reny

Richard “Poochie” Ross
Arundel Ford

Dave Steele
Jacqueline Davidson

Jeff Tolman
Courtland Tolman

Harold Vinal
Jimmy Guide Young

Mason Vintinner
David Kelsh

Mason Warren
Fraternal Order of Eagles Ladies 
      Auxiliary Social Fund 1248

Cindy Welch
Diane Brassard
Betsy and Don Mahoney
Antonina Pelletier

Dave Whitten
Steve Rosen

GGiftss inn Honorr Of::  

All Maine Lobstermen & Their 
Communities
Danna Wolfe

Boothbay Lobstermen
Nick Alberding

Philip Bramhall
Eleanor Poe Barlow
Caroline Seamans

Cary Carver—Jonesport Beals
David Loeb

Derek Colbeth–
F/V Never Forgotten
Danna Wolfe
Jordan Wolfe

Cranberry Isles Fishermen’s Co-Op
Carl Little
Emily Axelrod

Karen Dougherty for her birthday
Martha Powelson

Perry B Duryea III
Lynn Duryea

Shane Farris—Jonesport-Beals
David Loeb

Jim Henry, Peaks Island Lobsterman & Fish-
erman
Dana Knudsen

Mary Stella Harriton
Keith Harriton

Mark Jones
Karen S Ellis
Caroline Trinder

Jason Joyce
Donald Wright

MacLeods Restaurant
George MacLeod

Matthew Vincent Madden
John Madden
 
Jack Merrill
David & Deborah Brooks

Billy Milliken—Bealss-Jonesport
David Loeb

Montauk Lobstermen
Logan Erb

Kyle Nichols
Ronda Nichols

The Nunans of Cape Porpoise
Robert Dennis
Shelly Wigglesworth

Sam & Frank Reece
Constance Stubbs

Danny & Cindy Staples—Luke’s Seafood
Nancy Holmes

Brian Tripp
Rita Tripp

Mrs. Webber—St George  School Match
Kristin Falla

John Williams
Ellen Dinsmore
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BROOKS TRAP MILL & MARINE SUPPLIES

Visit us online at:

WWW.BROOKSTRAPMILL.COM

 Jonesboro, ME  Portland, ME  Th omaston, ME  West Bath, ME Wakefi eld, RI
 (207) 434-5791  (800) 244-8727  (800) 426-4526  (855) 840-6027 (401) 782-4412

We specialize in what you need!
Custom Lobster Traps, Custom Aquaculture Gear,

 Specialty Wire, Buoys, Rope, Fishing Supplies,
Aquaculture Supplies and MORE!!

With FIVE locations & trucks delivering 
throughout New England, we are closer to you than 
ever......giving YOU easier access to great prices and 

SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE!

Thank you 
to the top 30 
community 

donors 
to the

Save Maine 
Lobstermen 
campaign 
in 2022. 

And to the 
communities not 

listed here:
 you’ve all shown 

incredible love 
and support for this 

industry. 
You are

amazing!
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C7.1 C9.3

C18 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
470 HP @ 1800 Continuous Duty “A”
600 HP @ 1800 Continuous Duty “A”
670 HP @ 1800-2100 Heavy Duty “B”

715 HP @ 1800-2100 Maximum Continuous Duty “C”
803 HP @ 2100 Intermittent Duty “D”

* Tier 4 Exempt Light Commercial Ratings:
1,001 BHP @ 2300 
1,136 BHP @ 2300

C9.3 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
375 HP @ 1800 Heavy Duty “B”

416 HP @ 2100 Maximum Continuous Duty “C”
476 HP @ 2300 Intermittent Duty “D”

CAT MARINE ENGINES
Tier 3 Commercial Line-up

miltoncat.com

C7.1 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
280 HP @ 2300 Heavy Duty “B” IN STOCK

350 HP @ 2500 Maximum Continuous Duty “C” IN STOCK
400 HP @ 2600 Intermittent Duty “D” IN STOCK
425 HP @ 2700 Intermittent Duty “D” IN STOCK

*All T4 Exempt Light Commercial Ratings, require qualifications review and approval by CAT Factory.
*Contact Nick Fawle or Your Authorized Marine Dealer for Tier 4 exemption qualification details.

Billings Diesel & Marine 
Service
Stonington, ME

Dennis’ Welding & Marine
Beals, ME

Front Street Shipyard
Belfast, ME

Lyman Morse at Wafarer 
Marine Corporation
Camden, ME

Journey’s End
Rockland, ME

Fairhaven Shipyard & 
Marina, Inc.
Fairhaven, MA

Guy Crudele Repair
Gloucester, MA

Sacchetti Marine and 
Industrial LLC
Plymouth, MA

Windward Power Systems
Fairhaven, MA

DePaul Diesel Services, Inc.
Portsmouth, RI

Hinckley Yacht Service
Portsmouth, RI

Rhode Island Engine 
Company, Inc.
Narragansett, RI

AUTHORIZED MARINE DEALERS

CC77..11

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTiiiiieieiieieiieieieieierr 33333333 CoCoCoC mmmmmm ere ciiiic alalaaall RRRRRRRRRRatataaa ii

C99.33

TTTTTTTTTTieieieeer r 3 3333333 CCoCoCCCoCoCoCoCooCommmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm eeerererciciciiiialalaaaalla RRRRatattattinininni

C18 C32

8 8 888 TiTTTiTiiTTTT ereeer 333333 CCCCCCComommmommememeercrcrcrcciiaiiaiaiaai llllllllllll RaRaRaRaRRaRR ititititititingnnngngss

C188CC1188C 8 CC3322

For Marine Engine Sales, contact Nick Fawle, our new Marine Market Manager. 
Nick Fawle at 603-484-5248

Nick_Fawle@miltoncat.com

C32 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
750 BHP @ 1600-1800
800 BHP @ 1600-1800

KTTERY    PORTLAND    ROCKLAND    SEARSPORT    SW HARBOR    JONESPORT

TT HH EE   BB OO AA TT EE RR S T O R E

Everything you need  
and more   in one place!

ham
iltonm

arine.com
800-639-2715

Hamilton Marine is a must-stop for every 
boating enthusiast, fisherman or boat 
builder. Our inventory is a mix of tradi-
tional and the latest in marine technology, 
representing a wide range of top marine 
manufacturers. We’re the one-stop desti-
nation for all things boating and beyond. 

202
3

ca
ta

lo
g

Com
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h!

Twin Disc’s MGX series marine transmissions and 
QuickShift® controls provide smooth, fast shifting along 
with amazing slow-speed control. And the QuickShift®

control head isn’t just another pretty face:  
it’s designed to be workboat tough!

NORTH ATLANTIC POWER PRODUCTS
15 Continental Drive – Exeter, NH 03833

Call:  (888) 460-7419 or (603) 418-0470
Email:  djones@glpower.com

Your authorized Twin Disc Distributor for New England, New York 
& New Jersey

We’re here for you!
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FRESH
207.594.0405

FROZEN
207.542.1856

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
oharabait.com

FRESH BAIT
DIRECT FROM O’HARA

SINCE 1907

BLACK COD
HERRING
POGIES  
REDFISH  
ROCKFISH  
SALT
TUNA  

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from O’Hara?

SINCE 1907

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

50 LB BAGS

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL

Proud to be a fourth-generation seafood wholesaler in MaineProud to be a fourth-generation seafood wholesaler in Maine
If yo

WE WOULD LOVE TO SERVE YOU!

There’s always an advantage with A.C. Inc.
LET US HELP YOU MARKET YOUR PRODUCT!

AC Inc.    Beals, ME 04611    207-497-2261

Ready Seafood supports Ready Seafood supports 

for the future of our industry!for the future of our industry!

www.readyseafood.com
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1.508.234.8400 | 1.800.762.6374
sales@riverdale.com | www.riverdale.com

Can’t get Aquamesh® ? Call us!

  AQUAMESH®

by Riverdale Mills
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SERVING CUSTOMERS FROM CANADA TO THE MID-ATLANTIC

FRIENDSHIP TRAP OFFICE: (800) 451-1200   (207) 354-2545

BUILT THE BEST.   BUILT TO LAST.   BUILT YOUR WAY.

Jerry Wadsworth
jerryw@friendshiptrap.com

(207) 542-0842

Jimmy Emerson – Columbia Falls
jemerson@friendshiptrap.com

(207) 483-6555  (800) 339-6558

Mike Wadsworth
mikew@friendshiptrap.com

(207) 542-0841

MAINE LOBSTER
THE SWEETEST ON EARTH

twitter.com/lobsterfrommefacebook.com/lobsterfrommaine  instagram.com/lobsterfrommaine

MARKETING Updates

• Protecting the brand with public relations outreach, educational materials like fact 
sheets, digital advertising, promotion of positive articles and videos, and conducting 
a consumer survey to gauge changes in purchase intent amongst consumers

• Continuing to promote the product by bringing potential wholesale customers 
to Maine for a Lobster familiarization tour, sharing new uses for Maine Lobster 
through product innovation, and running Maine Lobster Week promotions through 
digital marketing and media outreach

• Building new partnerships with key online food retailers, like Gold Belly, to move 
Maine Lobster products at crucial times throughout the year and partnering with 
dealers to run promotions at chain restaurants and retailers to spark demand

The MLMC’s marketing plan for 2023 focuses on protecting the brand 
reputation of Maine Lobster and promoting the product to increase consumer 
demand. This year’s plan is designed to be flexible and can be adjusted based 
on market conditions as the year progresses. Key highlights include:
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Harvester Membership Levels:
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* family memberships are for spouses and 
children under 23 living at home
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2 Storer St, Suite 203, Kennebunk, ME 04043    www.mainelobstermen.org   207-967-4555 

���Donate to Legal Defense Fund
       '��������&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

Check your wallet. It could be time. 

Protecting Maine lobstermen, now & for the future.
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Economics of the Lobster Fleet, the annual Department of Marine Resources 
Lobster Science Update, Gulf of Maine Scallop Fishery, and a Seafood Cooking 
Demonstration, to name a few. 

Th e Maine Lobstermen’s Association will hold its annual meeting, in person for 
the fi rst time in two years, on Friday, March 3, at 9 a.m.

Th is year’s event features the largest trade show in the history of the Forum, with 
exhibitors featuring lobster traps, marine electronics, new fi shing gear, boat-
builders and more. A Coast Guard-approved ASHI First Aid/CPR training course 
will be off ered on Th ursday, March 2 at the Samoset to just 10 applicants for a $50 
fee (applications are available online at www.mainefi shermensforum.org).

As ever, there will be plenty of opportunity to socialize and have fun with 
friends. Th ursday night’s Seafood Reception highlights the wide variety of 
Maine’s marine species. Th e Friday evening Fish Dinner, sponsored by the 
Portland Fish Exchange, will be followed by the exciting live auction which 
benefi ts the Forum’s scholarship fund. Saturday night’s banquet and dance will 
bring the annual Forum to a close. 

Th e Friday scholarship auction and silent auction raises funds for Forum schol-
arships, which are awarded Saturday night. All money brought in for the schol-
arships goes directly to the recipients. To date, the Forum has awarded over 
$587,000 in scholarships to students from families involved in Maine’s fi sheries. 
In addition, due to a donation from an anonymous fi sherman, two students 
will each win an $8,000 scholarship as well.

By Melissa Waterman

You see her everywhere and anywhere during the three days of the Maine 
Fishermen’s Forum: Chilloa Young, a fast-moving fi gure darting through the 
halls of the Samoset Resort, making sure that the many parts of the Forum 
come together smoothly. But, after 25 years of coordinating the popular event, 
Young will be stepping down from her posi-
tion this year. 

Her love of the Fishermen’s Forum is evident in 
every sentence Young speaks. She fi rst served 
on the Forum’s board of directors for more 
than two years before taking over as Forum 
coordinator in 1998 from Belinda Doliber, 
who had held the position for ten years. With 
her husband, Mike, she has been at full-speed-
ahead ever since. 

“I remember I got the job, showed up on Friday 
morning with Mike, who came to help me set 
up. By the end of the day he had shin splints, 
he walked so much!” Young remembers. 

Th e Forum, which began in 1976 and was in-
corporated as a non-profi t organization in 
1984, has grown in scope over the decades.  
“We have a minimum of 3,000 people now dur-
ing the three-day period,” Young said. “Some 
years it’s 5,000. It’s going to be a big year this 
year. All the rooms in the Samoset sold out in 
less than 12 days.”

Having served on the Forum board, Young understood just how complicated 
an event the Forum was. Today she values even more the eff ort board mem-
bers put in each year to make the increasingly sophisticated educational event 
work. “Now there’s a real mix of people from diff erent organizations, diff erent 
walks of life on the board. Th ese guys all have full time jobs and they work hard 
to pull this off  each year. It’s very impressive!” she said. 

Young helps each board member 
as he or she organizes seminars 
for the Forum, assembling the all-
important seminar sheets which 
detail the topic, the moderator, 
speakers and speaker information. 
Th en she acts as the liaison be-
tween the Forum and the Samoset 
Resort, which has been the site of 
the Forum for decades. “We have 
to give the Samoset a detailed list 
of everything — the speakers, au-
dio-visual needs for each, meals, 
equipment, everything. Th ere’s 
a lot of typing in my job,” Young 
laughed. 

In addition, Young sells every one 
of the 133 spaces in the popular 

Trade Show. Once every space is sold, she double and triple checks all the de-

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AND A LIFETIME OF MEMORIES
tails to make sure that vendors have what they need. 

Sometimes all does not go smoothly. “One year a guy showed up with a boat en-
gine. He had registered for the Trade Show but hadn’t paid. Th ey brought it in 
on the forklift and he said, ‘Where’s my booth?’ Well, I had to tell him he didn’t 
have a booth,” she said. But in the end, knowing that this was a product im-

portant to fi shermen, “we made him a space,” 
Young recalled. 

In Young’s view, the Forum is all about the 
fi shermen and their families. Many come to 
the Trade Show thinking about buying a boat, 
upgrading an engine, or purchasing new elec-
tronic equipment and perhaps most of all, to 
talk to people from the companies that sell 
what they need. 

Over time, the Forum has shifted emphasis in 
response to changes in the larger fi shing world. 
Seminars are fewer in number to reduce the 
risk of overlapping important topics. Th e all-
day workshop held on Th ursday allows a focus 
on one fi shery or subject without distractions. 
Th e Trade Show is larger and encompasses 
both commercial fi shing and aquaculture. Yet 
the Forum continues to be an annual ritual for 
many, where families come for a brief vacation 
and to catch up friends, where scientists, poli-
ticians, state and federal offi  cials and fi sher-

men get to rub shoulders and talk. 

“Fishermen really appreciate the opportunity to meet politicians and scientists 
face-to-face. Th e Forum off ers them neutral territory,” Young said. “It’s a good 
place to make yourself heard.”

Th e Forum is known for its convivial atmosphere plus a certain amount of par-
tying. Young is discrete about raucous elements from the past but she does 
recall one incident with a chuckle. “I remember one fi sherman. He’d had a good 
time at the auction [on Friday night] and bought a box of sardines. He was 
headed back to his room and on the way he decided to give away the sardines. 
He put them on shelves, handed them to people. He fi nally put one can in the 
DMR sea life exhibit!”

One element of the Forum close to 
Young’s heart is the annual scholar-
ship awards for children of parents 
in the fi shing industry. Th roughout 
the year the Forum board solicits 
fi nancial support for the scholar-
ships, then holds a silent and live 
auction during the Forum. Th e live 
auction is a high-spirited evening 
when common objects may sud-
denly rise to unheard-of values, 
all in support of the scholarship 
fund. Typically approximately 20 
students will receive scholarship 
awards each year.

In recent years a fi sherman and his wife 
have contributed thousands of dollars 
to a new scholarship raffl  e. “I am in 
awe of how wonderful he and his wife 
are,” said Young. “He looked around at 
diff erent organizations to give money 
to and thought the Forum scholarship 
fund was the best. Last year he gave $15,000 for three $5,000 scholarships. Th is 
year he’s giving $16,000 for two $8,000 scholarships,” Young explained. 

Young knows the names, the stories, the high and lows of so many fi shermen and 
their families, stories that she will keep as treasures in the future. One stands 
out in particular. Th e late Arnie Gamage, Maine Lobstermen’s Association 
board member and well-known fi sherman from South Bristol, attended the 
last in-person Forum in March 2020. Young remembers the moment clearly. 
“Arnie checked in at the Samoset front desk and then turned around toward us 
at the registration table. He swung his arms out and said ‘Now I’m happy. I’m 
at the Forum!’” It was a bittersweet memory; sadly, Gamage suff ered a heart at-
tack and passed away later that day.

Th e Forum’s camaraderie will stay with Young long after she leaves her posi-
tion. She recalls many examples of people gathering together at the Forum by 
the Samoset’s fi replace early in the day just to catch up on the previous year’s 
news and watching each other’s children grow up over the years. Th e Forum is 
a special occasion for so many and Chilloa Young has been a huge part of what 
makes the event so special. 

Chilloa Young, left, with Gov. Janet Mills at the 2019 
Forum. M. Young photo. 

Young's husband Mike is known 
to many, along with the late Mark 
Wells, as  one of the "Seafood 
Guys." Forum photo.

Over the years hundreds of 
children have been introduced 
to DMR's touch tank at the 
Forum. M. Young photo.

Forum continued from page 1
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AQUACULTURE

Atlantic Sea Farms
Liz Johndrow
20 Pomerleau St.
Biddeford, ME 04005
ljohndrow@atlanticseafarms.com
www.atlanticseafarms.com
MLA members can get 25% off order

AUTOMOTIVE 

Weirs GMC Buick
1513 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700  
info@weirsbuickgmc.com  
www.weirsbuickgmc.com
Buy a new GMC truck & get a free 
Bullet Liner

BAIT DEALERS 

Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014   
207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
10% off  picked lobster meat

CBS  Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101    207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com

Channel Fish
370 E. Eagle St.
East Boston, MA 02128
617-569-3200
admin@channelfi sh.com
www.channelfi sh.com

Louisiana Bait Products
11908 Hwy 87
Jeanerette, LA  70544
337-400-4121
shawn@getbait.com
www.getbait.com

Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204 
207-415-4547
Htodd@lundsfi sh.com
www.lundsfi sh.com

Nor'east Bait LLC
Tom Canino
4 Vacation Dr.
York ME 03909
207-752-6775
noreastbait@gmail.com
https://noreastbait.com

BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR

Royal River Boat Repair
Alan Dugas 
307 Bayview St
Yarmouth, ME 04096
207-846-9577
alan@royalriverboat.com
www.royalriverboat.com

SW Boatworks  
358 Douglas Highway 
Lamoine, ME  04605 
207-667-7427 
swboatworks@roadrunner.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top

BUSINESS SUPPORT SERVICES

Acadia Benefi ts
Connor and Kevin Kennedy
50 Portland Pier, Ste 301
Portland ME 04101
207-615-0560 (Kevin)
207-822-4385 (Connor)
kkennedy@acadiabenefi ts.com
www.acadiabenefi ts.com

ELECTRONICS

Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Lange Solberg
11 Bellwether Way
Bellingham, WA 98225
888-210-3117
info@deckhandlogbook.com
www.deckhandlogbook.com
Discounts & specials for MLA 
members only! Call for more info. 

DuraBrite Inc.
310 Ellington Ave. E
Garden City, NY  11530
201-915-0555
info@durabritelights.com
www.durabritelights.com

Navroc Marine Electronics
Jason Philbrook
156 New County Rd.
Rockland, ME 04841
207-596-7803
jason@rockbound.net
www.navroc.com

FINANCIAL &INVESTMENT 

Farm Credit East
Shannon Webber
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210    
800-831-4230     
www.farmcrediteast.com

Twin City Financial Group
Mike Godin
1071 Lisbon St
Lewiston, ME 04240  207-777-6266
mike@twincityfg.com
Locations in Brunswick, Stonington & 
Farmingdale

FISHING, MARINE AND 
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES

Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181
Portland: 774-1772
Jonesport: 497-2778
Kittery: 439-1133
mail@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts to commercial fi shermen

Ketcham Supply Co, Inc
Myron Horzesky
11 Myrtle St
New Bedford, MA 02740
508-997-4787
myron@ketchamsupply.com
www.ketchamsupply.com

North Atlantic Power Products
Dan Jones/ Jay Perrotta
15 Continental Dr
Exeter, NH 03801
603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
www.northatlanticpower.com

Tightlines Tackle
Cody Barter
60 School Street
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-2944
ttctuna@gmail.com
www.tightlinestackle.com

FUEL 

Colby & Gale
Matt Poole
154 Biscay Rd
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-3414
mpoole@colbyandgale.com
https://colbyandgale.com

GIFTS 

Maine Camp Outfi tters
Melissa Daniels
300 Sunset Rd 
Sunset, ME  04683 800-560-6090 
melissa@maine-camp.com 
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off  apparel & promotional 
product orders.

HYDRAULICS 

Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
28 Route 86 
Seabrook, NH 03874      
603-474-1914      
sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com 
10% discount on all in-stock items for 
MLA members.

Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106   
207-767-2136      
 info@ hewsco.com
10% off  hydraulic components & 
Craft cables.

INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS 

Maine Lobster Marketing 
Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101       
207-541-9310    
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

INSURANCE 

FA Peabody Insurance
Josh McGuire
254 Main St
Calais, ME 04619
800-759-4478
www.fapeabody.com

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance 
366 US Route 1 
Falmouth , ME  04105 
207-781-5553/800-370-1883 
scott@smithwick-ins.com 
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA 
members. Additional 5% discount 
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing 
Vessel Drill Conductor course within 
the last 5 years.

LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL  

Atwood Lobster
Travis Th ompson
286 Island Rd
Spruce Head, ME 04859
207-596-6691
travis.thompson@atwoodlobster.com
www.atwoodlobster.com

Cranberry Isles Fishermen's Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646    207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com

Delano Seafood
Kendall Delano
2090 Atlantic Highway
Waldoboro, ME 04572
207-832-7902
www.delanoseafoodmarket.com

D.C. Air and Seafood
258 Newman St.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-7139

Th e Lobster Co.
1272 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
207-985-8824
lobcoretail@yahoo.com
www.thelobsterco.com

Luke’s Lobster
84 Industrial Park Rd.
Saco, ME 04072 
207-332-0304
ben.mckinney@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com

Maine Lobster Outlet
Caanan LeTourneau
360 US Route 1
York, ME 03909
207-363-4449
caanan@mainelobsteroutlet.com
https://mainelobsteroutlet.com

RDR Lobster & Shellfi sh LLC
1077  Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605     
207-667-2250     
rpdoane@yahoo.com

Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357    
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com

Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op 
275 Island Rd.
S. Th omaston,  ME  04858    
207-594-8029      
shfcoop@gmail.com

Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681  
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116 
Swans Island, ME 04685    
207-526-4327   sicoop@tds.net

MARINE ENGINES

Cummins
110 Gibson Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
www.cummins.com

Gillespie Marine, LLC
Mike Gillespie
519C Gardiner Rd. 
Wiscasset, ME 04578
(207) 504-2652
GillespiemarineLLC@yahoo.com

Power Product Systems
Joel Rumelhart
432 Warren Ave 
Portland, ME 04103
207-797-5950
info@powerprodsys.com
www.powerprodsys.com

REAL ESTATE 

RE/MAX Jaret & Cohn
Camden: 236-9626
Belfast: 338-4220
Rockland: 596-0352
Vinalhaven: 863-2554
Waldoboro: 832-5219
info@jaretcohn.com
www.jaretcohn.com

REFRIGERATION SERVICES 

Applied Refrigeration Services 
7C Commons Ave. 
Windham, ME 04062  
207-893-0145 
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off  new installations.

RESTAURANTS

Barnacle Billy's
50 & 70 Perkins Cove Rd.
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com

Island Lobster Co. 
20 Island Ave
Peaks Island, ME 04108
207-956-7488
ahoy@islandlobsterco.com
www.islandlobsterco.com

Red's Eats
Debby Gagnon
Water St., Wiscasset, ME 04578
207-882-6128
debbiegagnon222@yahoo.com
www.redseatsmaine.com

TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK 
SUPPLIES 

Brooks Trap Mill
Stores in Portland, West Bath, 
Jonesboro, and Wakefi eld, RI 
211 Beechwood St 
Th omaston, ME  04861     
207-354-8763 
stephen@brookstrapmill.com 
www.brookstrapmill.com 

Friendship Trap Company
Locations in Friendship and 
Columbia Falls 
570 Cushing Rd. 
Friendship, ME 04547 
207-354-2545/800-451-1200 
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com 
www.friendshiptrap.com

Sea Rose Trap Co.
9 Digital Dr.
Biddeford, ME 04005 207-730-5531
searosetrap@gmail.com  
www.searosetrap.com

MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses! 
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CHASE, LEAVITT & CO.
Marine Safety since 1854

LIFE RAFT SERVICE STATION
Check your inspection due date

New Portland Location!!
84 Cove St.      

772-6383
www.chaseleavitt.com

By Melissa Waterman

It’s midnight and you are sitting bolt upright in bed. Th ere’s a painful sensation 
in your chest and a sour taste in your mouth. Maybe you feel a little nauseous, 
maybe there’s some pain in your shoulder and neck. Are you feeling the eff ects 
of that last trap you hauled and the cheeseburger and onion rings you had for 
supper? Or is it something more worrisome, like a heart 
attack?

February is American Heart Month, a perfect time to 
ask yourself, “Would I know what to do in the event of 
a heart attack?” According to the Centers for Disease 
Control, someone in the U.S. has a heart attack every 
40 seconds. Annually 605,000 people suff er their fi rst 
heart attack. Sometimes they don’t even know they 
have had a heart attack: 1 in 5 heart attacks are silent 
meaning damage is done to the heart, but the person 
is not aware of it.

A heart attack occurs when the fl ow of blood to the heart is severely reduced 
or blocked. A blockage can be due to the buildup of fat, cholesterol and other 
substances in the heart arteries, known as plaques. A plaque can rupture and 
form a clot in the artery which then blocks blood fl ow to the heart muscle.

Th e signs of heartburn are not the same as a heart attack. Heartburn triggers a 

Farm Credit East specializes in providing loans and lines of credit

to Maine’s commercial fishing industry. With long- and short-term financing 

options for real estate, boats and equipment, Farm Credit East is the right choice 

for you. We provide attractive rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of 

every type and size. Our lending experts understand your business.  

Call them today at the branch office closest to you. 

LOANS AND LEASES FOR: 

BOATS  •  TRUCKS  •  REAL ESTATE  •  PERMITS

BAIT STORAGE FACILITIES  •  WHARVES  •  EQUIPMENT

HAUL OUT AND REPAIR  •  OPERATING LINES

800.831.4230 | FARMCREDITEAST.COM

NEED A LENDER 
WHO UNDERSTANDS YOU?

burning pain in the chest, just behind the breastbone. Th e pain is often worse 
after eating, in the evening, or when lying down or bending over. Heartburn 
does not cause neck and shoulder pain.

Symptoms of a heart attack may include discomfort in the center of the chest 
which may last for a few moments or go away and come back again. Th e dis-

comfort may feel like uncomfortable pressure, squeez-
ing, fullness or just plain pain.

Th ere might also be pain or discomfort in one or both 
arms, the back, neck, jaw or stomach. You may also have 
shortness of breath, nausea, cold sweats and lighthead-
edness. 

Heart attacks look and feel diff erent in women than 
they do in men. Both men and women may feel chest 
pain when having a heart attack, but women are more 
likely to also experience shortness of breath, nausea or 
vomiting, and pain in the back, neck, or jaw. Common 
among women’s symptoms, however, is a feeling of fa-

tigue that may last for days prior to the heart attack. 

Many heart attacks start slowly with relatively mild pain. Because it is mild, 
people may hesitate to call 911 as soon as they should. Know the signs of a 
heart attack and don’t hesitate: acting fast can save a life.

• Call 911 or your local emergency number. Don’t ignore the symptoms of a 
heart attack. If you can’t get an ambulance or emergency vehicle to come 
to you, have a neighbor or a friend drive you to the nearest hospital. Drive 
yourself only if you have no other option. Because your condition can 
worsen, driving yourself puts you and others at risk.

• Chew and swallow an aspirin while waiting for emergency help. Aspirin 
helps keep your blood from clotting. When taken during a heart attack, it 
could reduce heart damage. Don’t take aspirin if you are allergic to it or 
have been told by your health care provider never to take aspirin.

• 

• Take nitroglycerin, if prescribed. If you think you’re having a heart attack 
and your health care provider has previously prescribed nitroglycerin 
for you, take it as directed while waiting for emergency medical help.

• Begin CPR if the person is unconscious. If the person isn’t breathing or 
you don’t fi nd a pulse, begin CPR to keep blood fl owing after you call for 
emergency medical help. Push hard and fast on the center of the person’s 
chest in a fairly rapid rhythm — about 100 to 120 compressions a minute.

• If an automated external defi brillator (AED) is immediately available and 
the person is unconscious, follow the device instructions for using it.

Source:  Mayo Clinic

What to do if you or someone else show signs of a heart attack 

New England Propeller

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360 • 800-635-9504 Fax 508-746-8804
www.neprop.com • E-mail: neprop@aol.com

Factory Repair Station
for All Makes and

Types of Propellers

Top 10 Distributor
for

Michigan Wheel

Over 4,000
Propellers in Stock

Hale MRI 
3D Computerized

Scanning and
Dynamic Balancing

• Michigan 3 Blade Dyna-Jets
• Four Blade DQX + Dyna Quads
• Five Blade Hi-Torq Michigan
• Aluminum & Stainless Outboard

& I.O. Propellers

• Fuel Tanks Fabricated to
USCG Specs.

• Duramax-Cutless Bearings
• Sierra Engine Parts
• PSS Mechanical Seals

Shafting

Drive 
Savers

Godfrey-Camp
Zincs

Buck-Algonquin
Rudders —

Stuffing Boxes

Federal Flexible
Couplings

Check out our shipping rates!!!  2 Days to Alaska.  Overnight to Maine!!!

TO YOUR HEALTH:    Symptoms of a heart attack
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New England Marine & Industrial 

www.newenglandmarine.com

200 Spaulding Tpke 

Portsmouth, NH  

603-436-2836

294 Ocean St 

Brant Rock, MA 

781-834-9301

86 Cemetary Rd 

Stonington, ME 

207-367-2692

Lobster Bands 
We carry: 

Shedd r
Standard 

Cold Water Shedder 

Jumbo

Rain Gear:

Guy Cott n 
Grundens 

Helly Hansen 

NEMI Rain Gear

BUOYS:

Perone 

Sea Alex 

Polyform US 

Polyform Norway

Riverdale/Aquamesh Trap Wire 
- Inventory of trap wire in store

- Variety of sizes and colors available

- Some trap kits in stock

- Order any size trap kits you may need

Boots:

Guy Cott n 
Xtratuff 

Muck Boots 

Servus 

Grundens

MLA appeal continued from page 1

Th e MLA reply brief also notes that the six-year pause before any new federal 
whale protection measures can be implemented that wa passed by Congress 
as part of the Omnibus Budget Act in December 2022, does not diminish the 
urgency to correct NMFS’s serious errors. 

“To be sure, the recent legislation only delays NMFS’ eff orts to follow through 
on its “commitment” to impose additional restrictions on the lobster fi shery, 
and it does not address the underlying biological opinion or NMFS’ fi nal rule 
implementing the conservation framework’s fi rst phase. Th is litigation thus re-
mains necessary to address the underlying errors and permanently resolve all 
of MLA’s objections to the framework (and permanently eliminate the misguid-
ed worst-case-scenario mode of analysis that has infected the entire process).”

Th e briefs submitted by the MLA and its intervenors are available at www.save-
mainelobstermen.org. 
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Melting ice in the Arctic has already had an effect on Gulf of 
Maine oceanography. What does the future hold for its lobster 
stocks? WHOI photo.

By Melissa Waterman

Th e University of Maine is leading a $3 million award from the National Science 
Foundation’s Navigating the New Arctic Program (NNA) in a three-year collab-
orative research study on the connection between the warming Arctic Ocean 
and the rapid changes in New England’s and Atlantic Canada’s lobster fi sher-
ies. Th e project launched on January 1st. In recent years, the Labrador Current, 
which moves cold, oxygen-rich water from the Arctic southward along the 
Nova Scotian coast and into the Gulf of Maine, has wavered in its intensity due 
to increased melting of Arctic sea ice and the Greenland ice sheet. Th e study 
hopes to better understand the current and future eff ects of these changes on 
the Northwest Atlantic marine ecosystem, the lobster fi sheries and the com-
munities that depend on them. 

“It’s a big project,” said Rick Wahle, executive director of UMaine’s Lobster 
Institute and professor in the School of Marine Sciences. “It’ll allow us to con-
nect the dots between the rapid changes we’re seeing in the Arctic and changes 
witnessed at the mid-latitudes of the Gulf of Maine and Gulf of St. Lawrence.” 
Th e study brings together physical oceanographers, marine ecosystem and 
fi shery scientists, economists and social scientists from UMaine, the Gulf of 
Maine Research Institute, Columbia University, Florida State University and 
Memorial University of Newfoundland, along with fi shing industry and gov-
ernment agency personnel from the U.S. and Canada. 

Th e project will build on existing computer models that incorporate current 
oceanographic data to predict altered circulation patterns in the Labrador Sea 
and Northwest Atlantic. As the infl uence of the Labrador Current diminishes, 
Gulf Stream water, which is warmer, saltier and nutrient-poor, is being felt more 
strongly, altering the productivity of the Gulf of Maine ecosystem. Marine eco-
system scientists will model the consequences of those changes as they perco-
late up the food chain. Already well documented is a dramatic ecosystem re-
gime shift since 2010 triggered by these changes: the weakening infl uence of the 
northern currents has resulted in a decline of the tiny phytoplankton at the base 
of the food web, and in turn, a diminished supply of zooplankton that feed every-
thing from to herring to the North Atlantic right whale, and even lobster larvae. 

Fisheries scientists will explore how those changes could infl uence the life history 
of lobsters and how diff erent management strategies could help keep the fi shery 
sustainable. Economists and social scientists will evaluate the consequences of 
diff erent scenarios on the lobster fi shery and communities that depend upon it. 

Th e scope of the new study is unusual. “It’s pushing the envelope to a new larger 
scale. I’m excited and humbled to be collaborating with such a diverse group of 
talented scientists at in this more global context,” Wahle said. 

Th e project draws on decades of cross-border collaboration among researchers, 
many of whom have been taking part in long-standing monitoring programs 
such as the American Lobster Settlement Index (ALSI), and the Environmental 
Monitoring on Lobster Traps (eMolt) program. “It’s that network of collabora-
tion that allows us to move forward with this study,” Wahle said. 

Wahle hopes that the project ultimately will help improve the economic re-
silience of coastal communities who depend so heavily on lobster fi shing. 
“Lobster represents about 80% of commercial fi sheries value in Maine. We’re 
perilously dependent on this single species. A collapse could have devastating 
eff ects,” Wahle said. “Developing accurate forecasts gives us the lead time to 
consider our choices.” Th e models also allow the team to study “what if ” sce-
narios – for example, how does a one degree increase in water temperature, or 
a change in legal size, aff ect the sustainability of the lobster fi shery, and in turn, 
the economic well-being of a coastal community in the, and how does that dif-
fer under in the U.S. versus the Canadian lobster management regime.

“It’s really gratifying that NSF sees this as a worthy project. Most of the other 
projects funded through this program take place in the Arctic. We’re the single 
project looking at Arctic impacts to fi sheries at lower latitudes,” Wahle said. 
“Th ey are excited to see what we produce.” 

AMBITIOUS UMAINE STUDY EXAMINES LINK BETWEEN 
ARCTIC MELTING AND LOBSTER STOCKS 
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By MLA staff 

On March 12 to 14 Seafood Expo North America returns again to the Boston 
Convention and Exposition Center. Th e gathering brings together seafood and 
food industry representatives from around the world. Th e Maine Lobstermen’s 
Association is hosting a free bus trip and entry to the Expo for MLA members 
and supporters on Monday, March 13. To register for the bus trip, visit www.
mainelobstermen.org or call 207-967-4555 and ask for Andi Pelletier.

Th is exposition features seafood suppliers from 50 countries showcasing their 
products to North America’s seafood buyers. Exhibitors off er nearly every type 
of fi sh, seafood, and seafood-related product and services in demand in the 
North American market. Attendees also can take part in the Expo’s conference 
program, which addresses current issues, new regulations, innovations and 
trends, and explore the new product showcase.

Many Maine seafood companies will be exhibiting at the Expo this year, in-
cluding Cozy Harbor, Luke’s Lobster, Bean Maine Lobster, DC Air & Seafood, 
Greenhead Lobster, Inland Seafood, East Coast and Westmorland. 

Th e Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative (MLMC) will have a booth at 
the show. In addition, the MLMC is partnering with the Maine Center for 
Entrepreneurs to host a Maine Lobster and Seafood Reception on Monday, 
March 13 at the Exchange Conference Center. All Maine lobster exhibitors, 
dealers, lobstermen, buyers and industry members are invited to attend. A 
group of international buyers, who are visiting the show as part of a buyers’ 
mission hosted by Food Export Northeast, also will attend. Th e social event 
will feature innovative lobster dishes as well as select seafood products in-
cluding an oyster bar.

By Kevin Kelley, MLA director of advancement

As we wrap up one full year of our “Save Maine Lobstermen” fundraising cam-
paign, and look ahead to a new year, it’s a good time to refl ect on our successes 
and the ongoing strategy to overcome the challenges that continue to face 
Maine’s lobster industry and threaten our lobstering heritage. 

In November 2021, the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) launched a 
three-year, $10 million fundraising campaign. Th is was an unprecedented ef-
fort for our organization, but we knew that to support the lawsuit that the MLA 
fi led in September 2021 and to continue our fi ght to preserve Maine’s lobster-
ing heritage, we would need tremendous fi nancial support to remain on the 
off ense. 

So many of you have answered the call! 

We will forever be grateful for a strong and early commitment from Donald 
Sussman who helped kick start our early fundraising in 2020 with a $100,000 
donation, and to John and Brendan Ready, who have each donated $125,000 to 
the campaign. Th is robust support was the building block of all our fundraising 
eff orts. 

Th is fall, local fi nancial institutions heeded our call for help with Machias 
Savings Bank, Bar Harbor Bank & Trust, First National Bank, Camden National 
Bank, and Partners Bank combined pledging more than $1 million in sup-
port. Th eir funds, combined with a $100,000 donation from Governor Mills’ 
Governor’s Contingency Fund, provided the MLA with renewed fi nancial con-
fi dence heading into 2023. 

We could not be where we are today, however, without the amazing support 
we continue to receive from MLA members and lobstermen, from Kittery to 

Cutler and just about every coastal community in between. Hundreds of work-
ing lobstermen donated their state license and trap tag reimbursement checks 
to our campaign last summer — even at a time when prices were low, and they 
were facing the high costs of bait and fuel and labor shortages that made the 
summer of 2022 one of the toughest in recent memory. 

We’re also grateful for the several municipalities who have contributed to 
our fund to date, including Kittery, York, Cranberry Isles, South Th omaston, 
Long Island, Tremont, Georgetown, Vinalhaven, Stonington, Machiasport, 
Friendship, Ellsworth, Boothbay, and Jonesport. Th e MLA is asking other com-
munities all around the state to stand with us as we work to ensure a future for 
our children that includes a proud, vibrant lobster industry. If your town isn’t 
on this list, let’s work together to encourage town offi  cials to step up.

Th ese eff orts, combined with local fundraisers at places like Brady’s in 
Boothbay Harbor, Jonathan’s in Ogunquit, Red’s Eats in Wiscasset, East Wind 
Inn in Tenants Harbor, and the Upper Deck in Southwest Harbor, as well as 
community fundraisers in places like Islesford, Vinalhaven, and Bailey Island, 
have helped buoy our confi dence and, perhaps more importantly, brought 
communities together.

While big fundraising events are appreciated, so are the small gifts that ran-
domly show up in the mail. Donations such as $10 from an elderly woman 
who wrote a note proclaiming her support for Maine lobstermen and wishing 
she could aff ord to donate more! And we are incredibly fortunate to have the 
support of so many small businesses who have off ered to donate a portion of 
their proceeds to our campaign. Th ey are too many to name, but you can check 
out www.savemainelobstermen.org/shop-to-support to see a few – and to all, 
thank you! Th ese not only bolster our fi nancial stability but are heartwarming 
gestures that demonstrate just how important this industry is to the identity of 
our state.

Even with all the success we saw in 2022, we know it is just the foundation on 
which we must continue to build if we are to remain in the driver’s seat. As the 
MLA lawsuit proceeds in 2023, so will our fundraising eff orts. While we begin 
2023 with encouraging news at the federal level and a glimmer of hope that we 
have not had in a long time, we know we continue to face an uphill battle. Th e 
MLA remains grateful for your strong support, and we ask that you continue to 
work with us on ways to support the lobster industry. 

SEAFOOD EXPO NORTH AMERICA, 
MARCH 12-14

SAVE MAINE LOBSTERMEN THANKS ALL WHO CONTRIBUTED IN 2022

Peter Miller, Ryan McPherson and Merritt Carey at the Expo. MLA photo.
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In the
NEWS

MASS. MOVING TOWARD ENERGY EFFICIENT FISHERIES

A new Massachusetts program to promote low- and zero-emissions energy 
technology for the Massachusetts fi shing industry received nearly $2 million 
as part of the federal Omnibus Appropriations Act for 2023. Energy Effi  cient 
Fisheries (EEF) aims to ensure that fi shing vessels and fi sh plants of all siz-
es in every port in Massachusetts become more eff i  cient in their energy use. 
EEF projects will include a fi shing and seafood industry baseline and energy 
needs assessment, fi shing vessel energy audits, professional development for 
advanced technology installation and service for specialized marine applica-
tions, and consultancy services for business owners seeking to access low-cost 
capital and grant funding for fuel effi  ciency investments. Many Massachusetts 
fi shing vessels are more than 40 to 50 years old and could benefi t from newer, 
more fuel-effi  cient and eco-friendly propulsion systems as well as more fuel-
effi  cient gear that creates less drag and less stress on an engine.

DMR SHELLFISH MANAGEMENT PROGRAM CHARTS A NEW COURSE

Th e Maine Department of Marine Resources (DMR) 
has renamed its Shellfi sh Management Program and 
expanded its mission. Th e program, now known as 
the Nearshore Marine Resources Program, will be 
headed by Meredith White. Its team of four scientists 
will address new and future challenges that climate 
change brings to coastal waters, particularly at the 
local level. Th e Nearshore Marine Resources Program 
will begin an intertidal monitoring program at about 
10 sites throughout the state. Th e goal is to collect 
long-term data on trends in the ecosystem, including 
species abundance and diversity, invasive species, 
predation eff ects and recruitment of young animals. White most recently was 
interim director of hatchery operations and director of research and develop-
ment for Mook Sea Farm, a visiting assistant professor in Bowdoin College’s 
Department of Earth and Oceanographic Sciences and as postdoctoral re-
search scientist at the Bigelow Laboratory for Ocean Sciences.

CAN GULF OF MAINE COD STOCKS BE REVIVED?

Th e New England Fishery Management Council (NEFMC) has approved a new 
fi shing management plan that it says provides a chance to rebuild the New 
England cod stock. Th e NEFMC said its strategy has a 70% chance of rebuilding 
the stock by 2033. Th e proposal would use 10 years of low catch limits to try to 
rebuild the cod population in the Gulf of Maine. U.S. fi shermen caught more 
than 100 million pounds of cod per year in the early 1980s, but that number fell 
to about 1.3 million in 2021, the lowest amount in recorded history. Th e new 
plan will lower the fi shing mortality rate for the fi sh over the next decade to 
“off er more protection for Gulf of Maine cod and give the stock a better chance 
of rebuilding,” according to the Council.

CANADA DELAYS WHALE MEASURES ONCE AGAIN

Th e Canadian Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) has again extended 
the deadline until 2024 for lobstermen to use modifi ed fi shing gear to reduce 
the risk of entangling right whales. Lobstermen next year will be required to 
use gear designed to break under 1,700 pounds of pressure. Th e new require-
ments were originally supposed to be in place by 2022. But implementation 
that was delayed by a year because of COVID-19. DFO has announced that the 
deadline would be extended again for fi sheries in Atlantic Canada and Quebec.

MAINE LEGISLATURE BACK IN SESSION

Th e Marine Resources Committee will be chaired by Senator Reny of Lincoln 
and Representative Hepler of Woolwich. Th e Committee will meet on Tuesday 
and Th ursday afternoons in person, but meetings will be available online 
through the Legislature’s streaming service (https://legislature.maine.gov/
Calendar/). Th ere are several bills that impact the lobster industry before the 
Committee, including changes to licensing and bills to address federal whale 
rules and off shore wind development. To receive weekly updates of the Marine 
Resources Committee schedule, email Linda LaCroix at MAR@legislature.
maine.gov or call 207-287-1338.

Meredith White.

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE 
• CHROME

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on 
the internet: marin hyd

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721  

Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.

HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE

POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity

• Sealed tapered 
roller bearings
• Aluminum  Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT
• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
• Light, Versatile and Portable

• This unit will power 10” 
and 12” and 14” Haulers
• Ideal for outboards and 
other small boats
• Log Splitter

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE 
PUMP 
$544.70

DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers
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SAVE THE 

DATE!

69th annual meeting of 
the Maine Lobstermen's 

Association
9 a.m.

Friday, March 3

Samoset Resort, Rockport.

February 3-4
Lobster Institute Town Meeting, Hilton Garden 
Inn, Portland, ME. FMI: https://umaine.edu/lob-
sterinstitute.

February 6-7
Maine Sea Grant American Lobster Initiative 
Regional Lobster Research and Outreach 
Summit, Holiday Inn By the Bay, Portland. FMI: 
https://seagrant.umaine.edu/extension/ameri-
can-lobster-initiative/events/american-lobster-
initiatives-regional-summit.

February 7
Aquaculture Public Hearing - Tim Johnson, 
4 p.m., Curtis Memorial Library, 23 Pleasant 
Street, Brunswick.

February 8
Chapter 32: 2023 Elver Season Public Hearing, 
Remote and In-Person,  5 p.m., DMR offi  ce 
building, room 118, Augusta.

March 2-4 
Maine Fishermen’s Forum, Rockland, ME. FMI: 
www.mainefi shermensforum.org.

March 3
Maine Lobstermen’s Association 69th annual 
meeting, 9 a.m., Samoset Resort, Rockport.

March 12-14
Seafood Expo North America, Boston 
Convention and Exhibition Center. FMI: https://
www.seafoodexpo.com/north-america.

March 13
MLA Bus to Seafood Expo North America. FMI: 
contact andi@mainelobstermen.org.

March 23-26
Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association 
Annual Weekend & Industry Trade Show, 
Hyannis Resort and Conference Center, 
Hyannis, MA 02601. FMI: https://lobstermen.
com/annual-weekend.

More details on all of these events can be found online at www.mainelobstermen.org
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THE SCANIA MARINE SOLUTION. 

Complete and Committed.

www.mackboring.com  •  800-MACK-ENG

Donations to the 
Lobstermen’s Relief Fund

Citizen Maine, Damariscotta ME

General Donations

Philip Whelan & Michelle Sweet

Steven & Linda Paquette

Josie Briggs

Cynthia Hosmer

Industrial ME, Woolwich ME

William Alexander

Larry Torrey

Steven Russell

Rick Morton

Kennebunk Savings

Maine Salt Farm

John & Holly Benoit Foundation

Kathleen Reardon

Michael Nash

George Munson

Brandon Thomes

David King Sr. 

Bill Sipperley

Nathaniel Lyon

David King

Finn Brewer

Mike Cunningham

Shari Roopian

Gifts to the MLCA benefit programs in 
education, charity and scientific research as 

well as leadership and conservation.
We are grateful to those who share our 

affinity for Maine’s historic lobster fishery 
and its people. 

For information on our programs or on how you 
can donate, please visit us at

www.mlcalliance.org

or call 207-967-6221

Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance | PO Box 315 |Kennebunk ME 04043

Donations in Honor of 
George Soule

Gail Chapman Close

Charles Emerson Jr. 

Roann Harlow

Harry & Beverly Hartzell

George Holland

Mary Howe Stewart

Susan Soule

Willis Spear Jr. 

Donations in Support of 
Maine Lobstermen

The Mildred H. McEvoy Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. James Hush in honor of Jason 
Lord, F/V Ava Lucille

Downeast Housewives for the Fishing 

Industry

CanLit Maine

Stephen Culver

York Sustainable Fisheries Fund

TaleSpin Studio

Art By Lisa

Kiki’s Perkins Cove

Thank you to all who donated to 
the Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance in 2022
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