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Map of Sieur de Monts National Monument and surrounding region, Mount Desert 
. Island, Maine. 

THE SIEUR DE MONTS NATIONAL MONUMENT . 

By GEORGE B. DORR. 

Executive of the Hancock County Tntstees of Public Reservations. 

I
N recommending for the President's acceptance the Sieur de Monts National Mon­

ument on the coast of Maine, Secretary Lane has widened i mportantl y by a 
sing1e stroke the scope and significance of the national parks development in 
America. For the first part the East, with i ts beautiful and varied scenet;yand 
crowded city population, takes an active part i n that development and shares 

directl y i n i ts benefits. IDtimately every striking type of natural scenery i n the 
country, east or west, should be represented i n i ts most characteristic or i nspiring form 
in the national parks system. 

I n ill ustration of this ideal , the new reservation on the Maine coast is singularl y 
interesting. There i s nothing li ke it elsewhere on the continent. A noble mass of 
ancient granite that once bore up a dominating Alpine height on i ts broad shoulders 
has been lai d bare by time i mmeasurable and carved i nto forms of bol d and striking 
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beauty by recent ice-sheet grinding. This granite mass, surrounded broadly by the 
ocean as the coast has sunk, constitutes with its ice-worn peaks and gorges and inter­
vening lakes the national momunent. The picturesque and broken lower lands 
between it and the sea, on which are the summer homes of men from the whole 
eastern country, form with the momunent the island of Mount Desert, bearing still 
the name that Champlain gave it three centuries and more ago, when, exploring 
under De Monts's orders, he sailed into the shadow of its great eastern cliff on a 
September evening and beachecl his open boat on the Bar Harbor shore. 

He reached the island, drawn by the beacon of i ts sharp-cut peaks against the 
western sky, in a single, long day's sail from where is now the boundary between 
the United States and Canada; he left it, guided by Indians whom he founcl cooking 
their dinner in a cavern by the sea, to enter, as he conceived it, the mouth of the 
Penobscot River, which he ascended, by island-sheltered waterways at first and the 
true river afterwards, to the head of t idal water at Bangor. This tells well the story 
of where the new national momunent lies. It is readily accessible; boat or motor 
will take one there by pleasant, easy ways, and through trains run down to Bar 
Harbor, at its northern base, from New York and Boston. 

It is a unique and splendid landsca pe, revealing the ocean in its maj esty as no lesser 
or more distant height can do, and exhibiting wonderfully the interest and beauty of 
the northern vegetation. 

Further papers on the Sieur de Monts National Monument may be obtained, with 
other information, hom the custodian, Sieur de Monts National :Uomunent, Park 
Road and Main Street, Bar Harbor, Maine. 

8ieur de Monts Tarn from the entrance to the Kane and Diedrich paths. Fringing 
it are seen the Schermerhorn and Eliot Woods. 

From National Geographic Magazine, Washington, D. C., copyright 1916. 
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Sieur de Monts Arboretum and Wild Gardens. The Bowl, a little mountain 
lake, 400 feet above the sea and deep in woods, that makes the foreground to a 
great ocean view. 

A narrow passage on the Kane Memorial Path built along the Tarn side between 
the Gates of Eden. 
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