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NEWSLETTER

L egislative Update

RPA passes; Act to Prevent Discrimination is in trouble

by LAURA FORTMAN
MWL Lobbyist

As I’'m sure you already know, LD
318: An Act to Preserve Reproduc-
tive Privacy In Maine has passed in
the House and the Senate and has been
signed by the Governor. This is awon-
derful victory forall ofus and is due In
large partto yourdedication, hard work
and numerous phone calls to the legis-
lators. Congratulations! Unfortunately,
LD 246: An Act to Prevent Discrimi-
nation is not faring as well.

LD 246 has received final approval
In the House and the vote in the Senate
was 21-13. This bill hasbeenbeforethe
Legislature NINE times. One year the
Senate approved it but it was defeated
In the House. On another occasion it
received House approval but didn’t
have the necessary votes in the Senate.
It is distressing this year, when supgcrt
from the Senate and House has been
achieved, that the Governor has stated
he will veto the bill. A *candelabra
vigil” is being held nightly from 6-8
p.m. in front of the Blaine House. It Is
hoped that this action will encourage

the Governor to reconsider his posi-
tion.

The following isasummary of other
bills that the Maine Women'’s Lobby Is

either actively lobbying or monitoring
this session:

LD 593: An Act Relating to
Parenting Education. This bill requires
school administrative units to offer an
elective parenting education course
beginning in the fall of 1994.

LD 791: An Act to Eliminate the
Prescription for Hypodermic Sy-
ringes. This bill would remove the
prescription requirement for hypoder-
mic needles and syringes and so reduce
the risk of HIV transmission among IV
drug users. A recent national report
Indicated that 71% of female AIDS
cases were linked directly or indirectly
to IV drug use. Additionally, 70% of
pediatric AIDS cases were linked to
maternal exposure to HIV either
through 1V drug use or sex with an IV
drug user. Studies show that making
clean needles legally available can re-
duce the risk of HIV/AIDS.

LD 854: An Act to Ensure the
Timely Resolution of Complaints
Under the Maine Human Rights Act
This bill, by funding additional person-
nel, would help the Maine Human
Rights Commissionto resolve discrimi-
nation complaints in a more timely
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fashion and to reduce the backlog of
unresolved cases. Revenue would be
raised by increasing the $60 corporate
filing fee by $5. Currently, 97% of
discrimination complaints are against
entities subject to the filing fee.

LD 902: An Act to Clarify the
Role ofthe Child Abuse and Neglect
Councils. Thepurg se ofthis bill isto
maintain community-based child abuse
and neglect prevention in every county
In Maine and to ensure a statewide
coordinated effortto preventchild abuse
and neglect.

LD 999: An Act to Establish a
Pilot Child Assistance Program to
Help Reduce Welfare Costs. This leg-
Islation requires the Department of
Human Services to develop a pilot pro-
gram available to families currently
receiving AFDCthatwould enablethem
to work their way out of poverty. Prin-
cipal features include: greater work
Incentives, more emphasis on child
support collections, longer transitional
periods during which child care and
medical care would be available, and a
stronger case management component.

see UPDATE on page 2
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UPDATE

LD 1109: An Act to Amend the
Sexual Assault Statute. This bill rec-
ognizes the act of forced digital pen-
etration as violent and intrusive, and
places it under Gross Sexual Assault.
The bill also makes offenders ad-
equately accountable for their violent
actions by classifying Unlawful Sexual
Contact as a felony whenever “com-
pulsion” Is a factor.

(continued)

LD 1178: Resolve, To Foster the
Development ofa Range of Alterna-
tives In Long-Term Care. This re-
solve requires the Department of Hu-
man Resources to develop a plan for
assisted-living facilities for use by low-
Income people. It also directs the de-
partment to pursue Medicaid waivers
for assisted-living facilities and to de-
velop programs to serve people with
Alzheimer’s.

LD 1185: An Actto Define Nurses
In Advanced Practice. This bill in-
creases access to primary, preventive
health care by removing restrictions to
practice currently in effect. Between
60 and 80 percent of the basic health
care performed by physicians can be
done by Nurses in Advanced Practice.
Nurses in Advanced Practice spend an
average of 24.9 minutes per patient
visitversus 16.5 minutes per patient for
physicians. Passage of this bill would

1 The Maine Women’s Lobby Newsletter is the official
publication of the Maine Women's Lobby.
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allow time for physicians to treat more
complex illnesses and would provide
cost effective, quality health care to
many more Maine citizens.

LD 1285: An Act to Provide Fam-
Ily Security Through Quality Health
Care. This bill establishes a universal-
access health care system. It reorga-
nizes Maine’s current system so that
everyone has access to comprehensive
health care that follows them whether
they are working or not, and whether
they live In rural areas or cities. Key
comr nents are: access forall citizens
to comprehensive health care; cost con-
trol with improved quality of care; ad-
ministration by a single, publicly-ac-
countable, non-profit agency; freedom
to choose physicians; and financing
based on ability to pay.

Stalking Legislation. Fourbills have
been submitted that address stalking. A
public hearing and awork session have
been held. The Judiciary committee
has asked asubcommitteeto review the
bills and report back to the entire Judi-
ciary committee. It seems likely that

the committee will be supporting legis-
lation that would provide protection to

people who are victims of stalking.

Bills not yet printed

An Act Regarding Custody and
Visitation In Cases of Domestic
Abuse. This act will prevent violent
parents from using custody and visita-
tion as a way to abuse children and/or
the other parent. In cases where the
parent has a history of family violence
the court shall only allow supervised
child visitation, at least until the violent
parent has successfully completed a

treatment program.

An Act to Amend Requirements
of Licensing for Nurses. This bill
brings education into line with Maine’s
health care needs, and it provides fu-
ture nurses with a clearly articulated
path to technical and professional ac-
complishment.
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Reproductive Privacy
Affirmed by Legislature!

by JOANNE D'’ARCANGELO
Chair, Maine Choice Coalition

On April 12th, the Legislature
passed into law the Reproductive Pri-
vacy Act, introduced by Governor
McKeman and sponsored by Sen. Pam
Cahill (R-Sagadahoc) and Rep. Susan
Farnsworth (D-Hallowell). This made
Maine the fifth state in the nation to
support affirmatively awoman'’s right
to choose as defined by Roe v. Wade!

Initiated by the Maine Choice Coa-
lition, this measure makes three simple
but key changes Iin Maine law. It: 1)
repeals anever-enforced 48-hourwait-
Ing period forall women seeking abor-
tion; 2) formally eliminates a manda-
tory parental notification law, enjoined
In 1979 and made obsolete by Maine’s
1989 Adult Involvement law; and 3)
places in statute explicit language that
“the state shall not interfere in the ex-
ercise ofawoman’s private decision to
terminate a pregnancy.”

In the Senate, the measure was
swiftly approved by a whopping 24-11
bipartisan majority—thanksto the lead-
ership of Sen. Cahill and Sen. Gerry
Conley, Senate Chair of the Judiciary
Committee.

Similarly, the House, after vigorous
debate, finally passed the bill by an
Impressive 97-44 vote.

Technically, the law codifies cur-
rent practiceand policy governingabor-
tion services in Maine. Symbolically,
Its passage sends a clear and powerful
message that our legislature does not
welcome the types of restrictions per-
mitted by the 1992 Casey decision ren-
dered bythe U.S. Supreme Court, which
granted states greater latitude in limit-
INng access to abortion.

The Choice Coalition, representing
17 organizations, Is indebted to the

Governorandtoall 67 legislative spon-
sors, most notably Rep. Susan
Farnsworth, who eloquently led pro-
choice House members in a protracted
battle against 13 anti-choice amend-
ments and two anti-choice bills

sored by Rep. Ralph Coffman (D-Old
Town).

Thanks to their tireless efforts, each
and every anti-choice amendment -
almed only at making abortions more
difficult and dangerous to obtain —

“Symbolically, its
passage sends a
clear and powerful

message..

were beaten back by significant mar-
gins. Also defeated were three amend-
ments that would have sent the ques-
tion of reproductive choice to public
referendum, as well as Rep. Coffman’s
bills seeking to reinstate mandatory
parental notification and impose a 24-
hour waiting period.

Despite the extreme tactics em-
ployed by the opp sition — which in-
cluded hostile outbursts by anti-choice
activists in the House gallery — law-
makers courageously reaffirmed
Maine’s tradition as a state that recog-
nizes the limits ofgovernment interfer-
ences In our lives and respects a
woman’s right to privacy in this in-
tensely personal decision.

Major kudos are also extended to
the dozens of pro-choice supporters
who worked our phone banks through
the final four weeks of the legislative
campaign. For five hours, five nights a
week, volunteers led by coordinator
Fauna Yarrow contacted the Choice

Coalition’s 4,000 members, urging
them to call and write their legislators
In support of L.D.318. There is no
guestion the personal contact made by
MWL members and all our key activ-
Ists made the critical difference. Thank
you!

One key component of our success-
ful campaign remains to be done:
PLEASE - if your legislator(s) voted
to support the RPA, call and/or write
them to extend your thanks. Thiswas a
difficult campaign. Many legislators
were strenuously pressured by their
anti-choice constituents. They need to
know their work and commitment are
deeply appreciated — and will not be
forgotten — by Maine’s pro-choice
majority!

The Maine Choice Coalition will
soon mail you the final House and
Senate roll calls. If you would like
additional information about how your
representative voted on anti-choice
amendments (not included inthe MCC
mailing), write the Maine Choice Coa-
lition, P.O. Box 309, Hallowell 04347,
or call the Family Planning Associa-
tion of Maine (622-7524) or Planned
Parenthood of Northern New England
(874-1100).

Finally, in spite of this victory, we
should take nothing forgranted. Oppo-
nents of choice, stung by this legisla-
tive defeat, have vowed to take an anti-
choice Initiative to referendum vote Iin
1994. Stay tuned and stay alert...

But for now, Maine women have
great cause to celebrate our continued
right to privacy and choice in Maine!

Joanne D'Arcangelo,
a former MWL Lobbyist, serves as
Director of Public Affairs for the Family
Planning Association of Maine.
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It's a Secret:
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(Economics I1s All About VValues)

by ELLEN TENINTY

You nevertook aclass ineconomics
because:

a) It has numbers in it.

b) it looks boring.

c) It doesn’t seem relevantto you.
That’s OK, you didn’t miss much.
Inthe U.S., economics is taught as a

math-based science, which makes it
boring, kind ofscary, and mostly irrel-
evant. Many economists won’t admit
It, but economic theories and

are founded on debatable beliefs about
human nature and what’s important in
life.

The economy is a daily human cre-
ation. Although economists talk about
it like it follows the natural laws of
some Higher Power (you know, the
one with the invisible hands), interest
rates don’t fall like rain. Unemploy-
ment doesn’t just happen to go up.
People make the decisions which drive
the economy, and those decisions are
based ontheir beliefs, values and preju-
dices.

Economics Is how we arrange our-
selves In relationship to one another.
What are our rights and responsibili-
ties? Who benefits? Who pays? How
much isenough forwhom? Who getsto
participate in decisions? How does it
affect our ability to live together in a
community?

Reprinted with permission
from Equal Means: Women
Organizing Economic
Solutions, a tri-annualjournal
published by the Ms. Founda-
tion for Women. Subscriptions
available for $24/four issues
from: Equal Means, 2512
Ninth St. #3, Berkeley, CA
94710. (510) 549-9931.

“Our competitive economy
has produced millions of
homeless people. How's

that for efficient?”

The Myths We Live By

The U.S. economic system is part of

our culture, and i1t’s built on our myths.
For example, we have t/ie mytfi of tfte
fevefpfayingfiefdxhzt tells us that we all
have the same chance at success, "you
get wfiatyou deserve." "you reap wfiatyou
sow." "youmadeyour6ed,you fie in itnJim
Hightower, an organizer from Texas,
jokes, “Some people are bom on third
base, but they think they hit a triple!”

The concept of the level playing
field couples withthe fundamental myth
of our economic system, that there’s
not enough to go around. This is the
myth ofscarcity. True, there is a limited
amount of oil in the ground, but there
need not be alimited amount ofenergy,
If resources and technology were ap-
plied to develop alternatives to oil.
There Is a lack of food In parts of the
world, but we pour out milk and bum
wheat right here in the U.S.

That brings us to beliefs about hu-
man nature. The system assumes that
people are basically lazy and that ifwe
weren’t afraid ofstarving, we probably
wouldn’t get up inthe morning. This is
the “logic” behind the idea that cutting
welfare will reduce . verty, and that
unemployment insurance will ruin your
motivation to get another job.

Our society seems obsessed that no
one should get something for nothing.
We hear so much about “the
undeserving poor,” and get fed daily
Images of “welfare cheats.” But no one
IS Insulting homeowners who got a

whole lot richer as the value ofhousing
has gone up. A person who bought a
$100,000 house in northern California
five years ago could sell it for $250,000
today, even if they never mowed the
lawn. Is that getting something for noth-
Ing? Are we worried about how this
will negatively affect their incentives?
No. That’s called “return on invest-
ment.”

AVAVAV %

The homeowner”sinteresttax
deduction ~11 cost the )
government $47 billion
— morethan fiye times Presk
dentBush’sHousingandUiban
Development budget for low-

iIncome housing.

dies. Meanwhite, more than
three-quartersof\yeajtjiy .
Americans  many living in
mansions  get housingaid
from Washington.
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Competeor C perate for Survival?

Competition does motivate some
people to excel, but it also intimidates
others fromeventryingthings at which
they might be good. There are arenas
forhealthy competition, but competing
for basic survival in the form of food,
shelter and income is not the least bit
healthy for people trying to live to-
gether. While economies around the
world are being restructured on the
belief that without competition, they
can’t be productive and efficient, our
competitiveeconomy has recently pro-
duced millions of homeless people.
How’s that for efficient?

Some people argue that i1t’s our na-
ture to be competitive and greedy, and
others say that society molds usto those
values. As you can see, this is hardly a
scientific discussion, but a religious
and philosophical one.

While our local Talk Radio station
DJ says that welfare is bad because the
only routeto dignity isto help yourself,
most of us have other traditions that
shape our values.

Many religions and cultures teach
that each individual has inherent worth,
but that dignity comes from your rela-
tionships with others-family, friends
and community. Labor unions say that
“An Injury to one Is an injury to all.”
The myth of the “self-made man” is a
crock. Not even the caveman (or
woman) survived on his or her own.

Skip the Numbers Game

Economics can be a numbers game
manipulated to prove your political
- Int of view. Incomes are up and
wages are down. Comeagain? Well, its
true. “Income” includes the earnings of
every member of your family, so in-
comes are up because more of us are
working perhousehold these days. The
“wage” that each job pays is down. If
you want to paint a rosy picture, you
say, “Incomes are up.” If you want to
communicate that the times are hard,
you say, “Wages are down.”

How you present the numbers de-
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April 27 » “Rape as a War Crime” « 7:30 - 9 p.m.

YWCA, Spring St., Portland

Co-sponsored by the Rape Crisis Center and the Greater Portland NOW

April 30

Take Back the Night March, Rally, Candlelight Vigil

In recognition of Sexual Assault Awareness Month
Bangor, Portland, Farmington, Augusta, Waterville
For information on times and locations, contact your local Rape Crisis Ctr

April 30-May 2 « League of Women Voters Annual Convention

Cliff House, Ogunquit
Conference registration $10

May 1 ¢« Fourth Annual Union Women’s Conference « 8 am. - 4 p.m.

Lewiston/Auburn campus of USM

Registration $10 « Sponsored by AFL-CIO

May 7* “Meetingthe Challenge ofthe Midlife Woman” *8:30 am.-4 p.m.
Howard Johnson’s, Waterville (Exit 34 off 1-95)

Registration $35

Sponsored by Kennebec Valley Community Action Program

May 8 « “Menopause, Naturally” « 9 a m. - 4 p.m.
Expressive Therapy Center, Portland
Registration $50 (can be paid in installments)
Sponsored by Fabulous Functions

May 28-31 « “Building Unity, Celebrating Diversity” —
— Maine Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual Symposium XX
Unity College, Unity « Registration $25

pends on your{ litics and your biases.

Even those of us who agree that we
want justice in the economy probably
don’t agree on what “fair” looks like.
Take pay for work as an example.
Should we each get paid the same, as In
equality? Or should those of us who
have more dependents get paid more,
defining justice according to need? Or
since | often stay late and work harder,
should I get paid more, as in the merit
system? Or should we get paid by years
of service, like seniority or rank? Or
maybe we should all get minimum
wage, because It’s the law? Or should
we be paid depending on how much
work we produce, as Iin per keystroke
or number of skirts sewn?

It requires thinking and discussion.
Your definition ofjustice may change
depending on the circumstances. And
it will certainly evolve from your val-
ues.

Learning economics need not be
one more confusing task on your
“Things To Do” list. Instead, learning
to think about economics in real-world
language can provide a framework
which reveals the systems that cause
our problems, and helps us develop
strategies beyond mopping up the
messes.

Right now our economic futures are
In the hands of people who call low
wages “efficient,” and measure the
value of a forest as “boards for cash.”
Yet we know that solutions are avail-
able to even the biggest problems. It’s
a question of organizing the political
power to use them. And our political
power will grow as we claim econom-
ICS as our territory and base our debate
on values.

Ellen Teninty is Training Coordinator

for the Center for Ethics and Economic
Policy in Berkeley, CA.
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------ltems From Our Catalog-------

NOTE CARDS

Striking and colorful "Many Strong
and Beautiful Women" design by
Kiki. 5x7-inch greeting card printed
on recycled gloss stock using
vegetable-based inks.

MWL price: $1 ea.; 6 for $5

T-SHIRTS

Heavy 100% pre-shrunk cotton
featuring the colorful, multi-cultural
designs "Many Strong and
Beautiful Women" (pictured) or
“Women Help Women" (not

shown.) Sizes M, L, XL
$15 each

BUMPER STICKERS « $1 EACH

MAINE WOMEN'S LOBBY
GIFT MEMBERSHIPS

Usethe membershipform (next page)
to sign up a forward-thinking friend.

1

P | | ]

00000000

POSTERS

The 3-color 1993 poster —
“Changing The Face of History
— lists all the women elected
to Congress and the Maine
Legislature. Get yours ...

ORDER FORM

TAX DEDUCTIBLE T-SHIRTS:

Make check payable to Women's Development

Institute and you may deduct $6 of the purchase
price of each shirt for income tax purposes.

Name

1 — $12.50
3 — $25.00
Add'l @ $5.00

Qty Size Amount

Shipping/Handling
(From $1-14.99, add $1
From $15 up, add $3)

6% Maine Sales Tax

TOTAL

Phone

Address

Town/ST/Zip

Make check payable to Maine Women's Lobby (W.D.I. for T-shirts) and return to:
Maine Women's Lobby « P.O. Box 15 « Hallowell, ME 04347

Call 622-0851 for ordering information.
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MWL members will
meet In Waterville

The Maine Women’s Lobby will
hold its firstregional membership meet-
Ing on Monday, May 3, at 7 p.m. at the
Unitarian-Universalist Church in Wa-
terville. “We encourage all Waterville
areamembersto comeand bring friends
who might like to learn more about the
Lobby,” said Marty Mclntyre, MWL'’s
Director of Program Development.
Coffee and dessert will be served.

“The meeting will provide an op-
. rtunity for members to meet MWL
staffand board members and to receive
anupdate on our legislative initiatives,”
said Mclintyre. “It will also give mem-
bersachanceto shareinformationabout
Issues they would like to see addressed
by the Lobby.”

All MWL members, regardless of
wherethey live, are welcome to attend
this meeting. More information about
the meeting isavailable by calling Marty
at the Lobby office (622-0851).

WELFARE FRAY —
(continued from back page)

the debate about Maine’s welfare phi-
losophy and program, the Lobby orga-
nized the Campaign for Economic
Security for Maine Families. Mem-
bers of the Campaign have extensive
experience designing and implement-
Ing education and training programs
for women trying to leave welfare. In
addition to the Lobby, the Campaign
Includes representatives of women on
AFDC, the Displaced Homemakers
Program, the Maine Association of
Interdependent Neighborhoods,
Coastal Enterprises, Inc., the AFDC
Advisory Council, and the Maine Adult
Education Association.

The Campaign believes strongly that
the goal ofawelfare program should be
to lift a family out of poverty. There-
fore, it developed aset of principles by
which the propcsals in the Legislature
could be judged. These principles In-
clude:

« Low income parents are like other
parents. Most of them are moti-

% :
AMaine Membership Form
]
WornLeQbS [ want to help improve the lives of
000y Maine women and their families!
1 Here's my $25 individual membership
1 | prefer tojoin at the level below:
REGULAR PLEDGE
] $500 Life COTotal annual pledge $
[ $250 Sustaining | prefer to pay:
1 $100 Sponsoring $ monthly
] $ 50 Supporting $ every other month
] $25 Individual $ quarterly
] $1-24 Other $ twice per year
Name Phone
Address Biz phone
Town Zip code

| do not want my name given to other groups.

The Maine Women's Lobby is commited to representing women of all economic means. Any
contribution you are able to make will entitle you to membership. Please make your check payable
to: MAINE WOMEN"S LOBBY and return it with this form.
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vated to do what is best for them-
selves and their children.

Low income families do notchoose
to be poor. Poverty is the result of
an economy that does not produce
enough good jobs and of life cir-
cumstances oftenbeyond afamily’s
control.

Everyone in this country is a wel-
fare recipient, 1.e. a recipient of
some kind of government benefit.
A stigmashould not be attached to
benefits for low income families.
All families must be able to meet
their basic needs. Advancement
beyond reliance on public assis-
tance Is Impossible without ad-
equate food, shelter, clothing,
health care, and transportation.
Quality childcare, education, train-
Ing, and transportation must be
available to the extent necessary to
remove barriers to jobs that pay a
living wage.

Parents who work full time should
not be In poverty. Additional In-
come In the form of dependable
child support and an adequate
eamed-income tax credit should
be available to working families in
poverty. Child care, health insur-
ance, and opportunities for addi-
tional education and training may
also be necessary to lift a family
permanently out of paverty.
Providing real oppartunities to
move toward economic indepen-
dence is a far better motivator than
coercion, I.e. threatening to reduce
the AFDC benefit if families do
not behave in certain ways.

The Campaign has presented testi-
mony on four welfare reform propos-
als before the Legislature’s Human
Resources Committee and is drafting
/its own bill incorporating the provi-
sions from all four propasals consistent
with these principles.

For copies of the M.A.I.N. publi-
cation, “41,000 Children: The Reali-
ties of AFDC in Maine,” or the full set

of Campaign principles, call the Lobby
at 622-0851.



Page 8

From the Chair:

Maine Women's Lobby Newsletter

The Lobby joins the welfare reform fray

by LINDA WILCOX
MWL Chair

In the EquatMeans article reprinted
on page4, Ellen Teninty describes how
economics iIn this country is based on
myths and values. There is no better
example of the need to counter myth
with fact than in the current legislative
debate over welfare.

Thanks to the work of the Maine
Association of Interdependent Neigh-
borhoods (M.A.l.N.), an advocacy
group for low income people, we can
refute the myths about the AFDC pro-
gram.

One myth iIs that Maine’s AFDC
benefits (the grants paid to families
with dependent children to meet their
basic needs) are too generous. The
reality is thatthe payments are less than
halfofthe federal poverty level and are

the lowest in New England.

Another myth iIs that women on
AFDC have many childrenand keepon
having them to increase their benefits.
In fact, the average number of children
In a Maine AFDC family is 1.8, and
80% of families have only one or two
children.

A third myth is that welfare is away
of life. The reality is that over half of
families are on welfare less than two
years, and that only one out offive have
beenreceiving welfare over five years.

A fourth myth is that AFDC recipi-
ents cheat. Yet, in 1990, the Depart-
ment of Human Services found recipi-
ent error in less than two percent ofthe
cases, and only adozen cases of AFDC
fraud were prosecuted (out ofacaseload
of approximately 20,0 ) that year.

The final myth iIs that women on
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AFDCare able to work but are too lazy
to do so. The reality is over half of
AFDC families are working (but not
earning enough to leave welfare), are
In ajob training or education program,
or are waiting to get in.

Triggered by the looming state bud-
get deficit, the McKeman Administra-
tion and the Legislature are looking at
ways to reduce the number of families
on AFDC through increased educa-
tion, training and job placement oppor-
tunities.

The Lobby believes the kind of op-
portunities provided women on wel-
fare will make the difference between
their leaving poverty permanently and
their simply moving on and of welfare
and in and out of low-paying and un-
skilled jobs. In order to participate In

see CHAIR on page 7

Bulk Rate
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 41
Oakland, ME
04963

Orono, ME 04469



	Maine Women's Lobby News Letter (1993 - April) No. 3
	Repository Citation

	tmp.1588350243.pdf.PbhGU

