
The University of Maine The University of Maine 

DigitalCommons@UMaine DigitalCommons@UMaine 

Division of Marketing & Communications University of Maine Departmental Records 

10-16-2020 

COVID-19_UMaine News_UMaine Professors Contribute to Report COVID-19_UMaine News_UMaine Professors Contribute to Report 

Advising How Governments Can Tackle Biodiversity Loss Through Advising How Governments Can Tackle Biodiversity Loss Through 

COVID-19 Recovery COVID-19 Recovery 

University of Maine Division of Marketing and Communications 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/c19_marketing 

 Part of the Business Commons, Higher Education Commons, History Commons, Life Sciences 

Commons, and the Medicine and Health Sciences Commons 

This Press release is brought to you for free and open access by DigitalCommons@UMaine. It has been accepted 
for inclusion in Division of Marketing & Communications by an authorized administrator of 
DigitalCommons@UMaine. For more information, please contact um.library.technical.services@maine.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/c19_marketing
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/c19_umdr
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/c19_marketing?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Fc19_marketing%2F89&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/622?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Fc19_marketing%2F89&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1245?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Fc19_marketing%2F89&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/489?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Fc19_marketing%2F89&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1016?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Fc19_marketing%2F89&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1016?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Fc19_marketing%2F89&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/648?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Fc19_marketing%2F89&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:um.library.technical.services@maine.edu


Want weekly UMaine 
news updates in your 

inbox? 

SUBSCRIBE NOW 
' 

Recent Posts 

UMaine researchers develop models to 
forecast lethal ASP toxin movement in 

waterways 

Published: October 22. 2020 

State Chamber of Commerce features 
Ferrini-Mundy, Malloy on podcast 

Published: October 22, 2020 

Sun Journal highlights Sorg's drug death 
report 

Publi;hed: October 22, 2020 

WABI reports on Virtual Engineering Job 
Fair 

Published: October 22. 2020 

Jemison speaks with BDN about tips for 
managing well water systems 

Published: October 22, 2020 

UMaine Today 

Fall 2020 A-Z Calendar Give rJlap Ne'<'<S myUti.1a1ne 

UMaine professors contribute to report advising how 
governments can tackle biodiversity loss through COVID-19 
recovery 

October 16, 2020 

Two University of Maine professors contributed to a report that explores how governments can help 

mitigate ecosystem and species loss through their COVID-19 stimulus and recovery plans. 

While many countries hope to implement regulatory and funding measures to help "return to normal," the 

authors of a Rutgers University-led P-2R.fil. including Michael Howard and Cynthia Isenhour from UMaine, 

urge officials to take measures that would help halt decades of biodiversity degradation exacerbated by 

previous policy decisions. Their recommendations include incentives, regulations, fiscal policy and 

employment programs that would support ecosystem resilience and prohibit actions that threaten various 

animals, plants and other wildlife. 

"A widely recognized policy that would reduce carbon emissions and put us on a more sustainable path is 

a carbon tax," Howard says. "One way to address the impact of such a tax on low-income households 

would be to distribute the revenue as a dividend." 

Howard, a professor of philosophy, Isenhour, an associate professor of anthropology and climate change, 

and their colleagues from institutions worldwide also found that most countries have not implemented 

environmental preservation-related economic reforms or investments during the pandemic. Some, 

including the U.S .. Brazil and Australia, have relaxed laws created to protect nature. The 2019 Global 

Assessment Ref:!ort on Biodiversi!Y and_Eco:?_Y.stem Services from the Intergovernmental Science-Policy 

Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES), however, found that about 1 million species face 

extinction, some in decades, unless policy changes are enacted. 

"As disastrous as the pandemic has been, the d isruption does provide an opportunity to reconsider our 

path and to design economic systems that are more sustainable, healthy and resilient," Isenhour says. 

Pamela McElwee, an associate professor in the School of Environmental and Biological Sciences at Rutgers 

University-New Brunswick, served as lead author of the report, which was published in the journal One 

Earth. 

Read the full release on the Rutgers University website. 
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