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FROM THE CHAIR

P.O. Box 15, Hallowell, Maine 04347

Telephone 622-0851

Copyright 1992 « The Maine Women's Lobby

NEWSLETTER

Number 4

Women can make the difference

AT THE POLLS, IN CONGRESS, AT THE STATE HOUSE

by LINDA WILCOX
Chair, MWL Board

The November 3rd general election
may be a defining moment in Ameri-
can politics. Angered by the all-male
Judiciary Committee’s treatment of
Anita Hill, women are running for na-
tional, state, and local office in unprec-
edented numbers. And for the first
time, women are major financial sup-
porters of women candidates. Yet we
are still far from approaching gender
equity In our elected officials.

One hundred twenty-four women
are running for Congressthisyear — up

from 78 In 1990. The 113 women
running for the House represent an
Increase of 61 percent and the 11 can-
didates for the Senate an increase of 38
percent over the number of women
running for each body in 1990. By
electing Barbara Boxer and Dianne
Feinstein, California voters alone will
double the number of women in the
Senate. Just as exciting is the prospect
of Afro-American Carol Moseley
Brown and Native American lIda Deer
joining the club. More women are giv-
Ing more money to candidates of their
choice. For example, women consti-
tute 62 percent of the contributors to

Feinstein’s Senate campaign.

Many women vote for women who
support women'’s issues like choice,
family medical leave, and a peacetime
economy. A study of recent congres-
sional races showed that women were
more likelythan mentovote for Demo-
cratic women candidates in 16 of 19
races, while women were more likely
thanmentovote for Republicanwomen
Inonly three of 16 races. The explana-
tion for this phenomenon was that
Democratic women candidates were
more likely to espouse a women’s

see FROM the CHAIR on page 2

Wilcox chairs MWL Board

LindaWIilcox of North Monmouth is the new chair of the Maine Women’s

Lobby’s board of directors.

She Is the Assistant Director of Women

Unlimited, atraining program in non-traditional occupations based at Central
Maine Technical College in Lewiston-Auburn.

Wilcox succeeds Eleanor Goldberg who chaired the MWL board from
June 1990 throughJune 1992. Goldberg, Director of Finance for the Sandy
River Group in Portland, remains a member of the Lobby’s board and is now
chair of the Lobby’s Development Committee.

Other officers installed at the annual meeting in June include:

Ellen Golden, vice-chair— Project Developer for Coastal Enterprises

see LEADERSHIP on page 2
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LEADERSHIP (continued)

Inc., a community development corf ration financing small Maine

businesses;

Emily Searle, secretary — a graduate student in the University of

Maine’s master’s degree in social work program; and

Barbara Tribou, treasurer—an auditor with the Maine Department of

Audit.

And finally a big THANKS to retiring MWL board members:

Leone Donovan,

Jill Duson,

Lisa Miller, and
Marguerite Ridgeway

for their hard work and

| The Maine Women's Lobby Newsletter is the official

rt!
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publication of the Maine Women's Lobby.
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From the Chair (continued)

agenda than their Republican counter-
parts.

Maine has a higher proportion of
female state legislators than any state
In the country but Arizona: 34 percent
of senators and 32 percent of house
members are women. If Congress mir-
rored Maine’s genderdistributionthere
would be 140 (compared to 29) in the
House and 34 (compared to 2) in the
Senate. To show how far the country
has to go to achieve gender equity In
Congress, the National Women’s Po-
litical Caucus predicts thatwomenwill
win only 15 more House seats and five
more Senate seats.

Eighty-four women are running for
the Maine State Legislature as are 276
men. If ahigher proportion of women
thanmen are elected on Ngvember 3rd,
it will be due to their(r sitions on
women’s issues. Two organizationsin
Maine have endorsed legislative can-
didates. The Maine chapter of the
National Organization for Women
(MNOW) basedtheirendorsementson
candidate positions on choice, welfare,
child care, and health care among other
Issues. The Dirigo Alliance, acoalition
of 13 progressive organizations, sur-
veyed all candidates and interviewed
those who scored high on the question-
naire. MNOW has endorsed 43 per-
cent of all female candidates and 18
percent of all male candidates running
for the state legislature. The Dirigo
Alliance hasendorsed 25 percentofthe
women and 7 percent of the men.

Women are 54 percent of the regis-
tered voters in this country. It is time
we speak out on the issues we care
about and elect representatives who
will support them. Find out how your
candidates — whether female or male -
- stand on the issues important to you.
And vote on November 3rd. A gender
edge of just a few percentage points
can mean victory. We can make the

difference.
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VOTE —

Pro Family, Pro Child, Pro Choice in November

by KAREN HECK
Lobby Board member

People who believe the government has no place inthe
decision how to handle an unplanned pregnancy must
vote for candidates who will preserve a woman’s right to
decide.

Even if Roe is not ultimately overturned, the legacy of
12 years of Reagan and Bush is that 20% of the women in
this country who want an abortion can’t get one. It’s not
a matter of whether a constitutional right exists, it’s a
matter of access to services.

Eighty-three percent of
the counties in this country
' have no abortion services.
Women in the military and
womenwho live on reserva-
tions are unable to get abor-
tions in the hospitals that
serve them. Only 13% of
the ob/gyn residency pro-
grams In the nation require
training infirst-trimesterter-
minations; only 7% require
second trimester training.

There are doctors in this
country who have bullet
holes in their office walls.
There are doctors who have
their pictures displayed on
mock “wanted” posters which list their phone numbers,
license plate numbers, and family members. There are
doctors who have death threats delivered on a regular
basis by members of a group that calls itself pro-life.

Lest you think this kind of thing doesn’t happen In
Maine, you should know that the president of the Maine
Pro-Life Education League hasbeenpicketingaWaterville
hospital that doesn’t even do abortions. His targetis the
one doctor in the areawho is willing to do abortions, even
though that doctor has to go to Pittsfield to do them
because no hospital in Waterville will provide abortion
services.

The hospital being picketed is one in which this doctor
provides pre-natal care to low-income women. He has

provided that care to hundreds of low-income women
and, as medical director of the local family planning
center, he has helped to prevent thousands of unwanted
pregnancies.

Itis appallingthatthese protesters are allowedto attack
personally the very people who are providing us with
services for whatever choice we make.

We needto elect leaders who will speak out strongly in
favor of protecting a woman’s right to choose and who
will denounce the terrorist
tactics used by the anti-

choice minority.

We needto elect astrong
pro-choice legislature to
pass the Reproductive Pri-
vacy Act which will be iIn-
troduced by the Maine
Choice CoalitionnextJanu-
arv. If we don’t, we will
continue to spend valuable
time and resources on the
fight to preserve our repro-
ductive rights instead of
spendingtime and resources
to move ahead on issues af-
fecting our quality of life.

We need to continue to

fight for increased funding

for family planning... for pre-natal care... for Medicaid

funded abortions... for residential treatment centers for

pregnant women... for increased job training and educa-

tion for AFDC mothers... for a decent standard of living

forthe children in Maine. It is a travesty that the defense

of our right to choose saps the limited resources which
could be applied to these causes.

We can and must make a difference this November.
Find out where candidates seeking your vote stand. Tell
them where you stand.

Volunteer. Donate money. Vote, and get your friends
to vote, for those candidates you determine are truly...

... Pro child ... pro family... pro choice.
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------Items From Our Catalog

1Y LS

<"™Pro Choice

NOTE CARDS

Striking and colorful "Many Strong
and Beautiful Women" design by
Kiki. 5x7-inch greeting card printed
on recycled gloss stock using
vegetable-based inks.

MWL price: $1 ea.; 6 for $5

T-SHIRTS

Heavy 100% pre-shrunk cotton
featuring the colorful, multi-cultural
designs "Many Strong and

eautiful Women" (pictured) or
"Women Help Women" (not
shown.) Sizes M, L, XL

$15 each

BUMPER STICKERS ¢ $1 EACH

RAFFLE TICKETS

POSTERS — now $5.00

Help spread the word:
Oppression is wrong. Buy one
for your office, a local library,
the YWCA, YMCA, etc. Black,
fuchsia, & silver.

One chance for $1 e six for $5

PRIZES —

« Two nights for two plus breakfasts at The Inn on South Street in Kennebunkport

« Two nightsfortwo including breakfasts at The Pointed Fir B&B in Tenants Harbor

« One night for two including breakfast at Maine Back Roads B&B in Wells

« Two tickets to a Boston Celtics game at Boston Garden

« The book, “The Worst Years of Our Lives” by Barbara Ehrenreich from the Iron

Horse Bookstore in Waterville

A “Bug Baffler” shirt -- a long-sleeved, hooded mesh shirt made and donated by

Bug Baffler Co. in Goffston, N.H.

Date of the drawing iIs January 22
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SHIP TO:

Name:

Address:

Town/ST/Zip:

Page 5

Maine Breast Cancer Coalition
seeks support of members

The Maine Breast Cancer Coali-
tion works In a variety of ways to
fight breast cancer, to educate the
public and to lend support to survi-
vors and women in recovery. Meet-
INngs are open to survivors, their al-
lies, and to interested health-care pro-
viders.

The next meeting of the Breast
Cancer Coalition will be held on Oc-
tober 26 from 1-3 p.m. at the Maine
Hospital Association office, 150 Capi-
tol Street, Augusta (located across

Quantity

Shipping/Handling

(From $1-$14.99,add $1.50;
Add $3 to orders $15 and up)

Total

from the Department of Human Ser-
vices.) A Breast Cancer Support
Group is also held every first Tues-
dayofthe monthat St Bartholomew’s
ChurchinYarmouth. (Contact: Anne
Palmer — 846-1516

For more information about the
Breast Cancer Coalition, contactFran
Mullen (1-800-3102) or Sara
Walbridge (773-3553). Alistofbreast
cancersupportgroups aroundthe state
can be obtained through Fran Mullen
at the American Cancer Society.

Maine Women's Lobby Order Form:

Size Amount

NAME & ADDRESS for GIFT MEMBERSHIP

Name:

Address:

Town/ST/Zip:

RETURN TO MWL, PO BOX 15, HALLOWELL, ME 04347« IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS CALL 622-0851
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Lobby Initiates public forum
series In Aroostook County

In early October, the Maine
Women’s Lobby and the Women’s
Development Institute (WDI) spon-
sored public forums In Aroostook
County to meet women from the
County, to leam what issues are most
Important to them, to discuss recent
legislation, and to talk about getting
Involved in the legislative process.
Approximately 50 women attended
the meetings, held Iin Fort Kent,
Madawaska, and Presque Isle.

Several themes emerged. First,
that women in the County would like
to be more active in public pclicy:
supporting legislation that affects
women; preserving currentstate fund-
Ing forprograms suchas AFDC, Med-
icaid, and job training; working to
enforce laws already enacted; and
educating the public issues of sex

equity.
One specific suggestion was that

women work with local schools, par-
ticularly vocational schools, to make

WLAC conference set for Nov.

“NO GOING BACK! Moving
Forward a Women’s Agenda In
Maine,” I1s a conference no Maine
women will wantto miss. nsored
by the Women’s Legislative Agenda
Coalition (WLAC), the conference
will be heldfrom9a.m.-2:30 p.m. on
Saturday, November 14 inJewett Hall
at the University of Maine at Au-
gusta.

Participants will have a chance to
leam more about the issues, to par-
ticipate in strategy sessions, and to

sure that female students are encour-
aged to consider non-traditional oc-
cupation (NTO) training and careers.
To assist in this effort, the Women’s
Development Institute has plans to
participate in Career Day at the Uni-
versity of Maine, Fort Kent, in March
nextyear. Workingwith local women
currently employed in NTOs, Women
Unlimited (a training program for
women which will offer courses In
Presque Isle this spring), and the
Maine Departmentof Transportation,

help formulate the WLAC agenda
before the end of the day. Morning
workshops will cover issues that will
be addressed In the next legislative
session: budget cuts, repr
freedom, health care, the economy
andjobs, civil rights, violence against
women. Workshops are also planned
on how to translate our ideas and
Issues into legislation.

Legislators will be invited to join
us for a catered lunch. In the after-
noon everyone will have a chance to

we plan to have a program there on
non-traditional occupations.

Thewomenwe metwere also clear
that the women in Aroostook County
want to be represented on the Lobby

The participants agreed to
call another meeting in Novemberto
discuss future legislative efforts and
select a County representative to the
Board. Thiswill be a major commit-
ment of time and money on the partof
the person selected and the group.
We are delighted that the women we
metwantto participate inthe work of
the Lobby as active members.

Anotheridea, whichwe’re follow-
Ing up on, is for the Lobby or Devel-
opment Institute to use the University
of Maine ITV (interactive television

link-up) to provide information and
to hold “public meetings” on a state-
wide basis. (Other suggestions on
Innovative ways for us to communi-
cate with our members and allies are
always welcome.)

14 In Augusta

look at the results of the morning
workshops and work together to set
an agenda which will assure that
women and children’s issues are ad-
dressed In the next legislative ses-
sion.

Registration is $15 for individuals
who belong to any of WLAC’s 22
member organizations, including the
Maine Women’s Lobby; $25 for
others. Lunch is included in the fee.
For further information, contact the
Maine Women’s Lobby, 622-0851.
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Annual drawing promises great prizes,
great fund-raising opportunity

Spend a night or two at a Maine
bed & breakfast or an inn; see a
Celtics game at the Garden; win a
book; or baffle the bugs next spring.

All it takes Is a buck and a little
luck in the Maine Women’s Lobby’s
annual drawing.

Tickets for the drawing — one of
the Lobby’s biggest fund raisers —
were mailed to Lobby members In
mid-October. The drawing is sched-
uled for January 22.

Purchased individually chances
cost$dl,orinl ks of sixthey are $5.

The listofprizesthisyearincludes;

Two nights fortwo plus breakfasts
at The Inn on South Street In
Kennebunkport

Twonightsfortwo includingbreak-
fasts at The Pointed Fir B&B In
Tenants Harbor

One nightfortwo including break-
fast at Maine Back Roads B&B In
Wells

Two tickets to a Boston Celtics
game at Boston Garden

The book, “The Worst Years of
Our Lives” by Barbara Ehrenreich
from the Iron Horse Bookstore In

Waterville

A “Bug Baffler” shirt — a long-
sleeved, hooded mesh shirt made
and donated by Bug Baffler Co. in
Goffston, N.H.

The Lobby appreciates the gener-
osity of those who donated the prizes,
and members are encouragedto show
our gratitude by selling as many tick-
ets asr ssible between now and the
drawing. Proceeds from the drawing
go directly into lobbying efforts.
MWL Board member Dorcas Miller
IS In charge of the annual drawing this
year.

Membership Form

| want to help improve the lives of
Maine women and their families!

1 Here's my $25 for an individual membership
1 | prefer to join at the level below:

REGULAR PLEDGE

$500 Life [ Total annual pledge $

$250 Sustaining | prefer to pay:

$100 Sponsoring $ monthly

$ 50 Supporting $ every other month

$ 25 Individual $ quarterly

$1-24 Other $ twice per year
Name Phone Business
Address Town

1 | do not want my name given to other groups.

The Maine Women's Lobby is committed to representing women of all economic means.
Any contribution you are able to make will entitle you to membership. Please make your check
payable to: Maine Women'’s Lobby and return it with this card

A
alne
omens
_obby

P.O. Box 15, Hallowell Maine 04347

1 | am already a member. Please use

the enclosed contribution of $
to advocate on behalf of Maine women
and their families.

THANK YOU and WELCOME!
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