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THE - >
LIFE
1 . R
OF CAPTAIN JAMES PURRINTON. ' e
——g B - o - . 7
.r.' S
- -TA\MES PURRINTON was born in the town o
;Bowdoinham, on Kennebec river, in the year e
b I undred and fixty.  His father, David £
~ 7 ‘urcinton, was a native of Cape-Cod, and his muti- Lr
. <, whofe name was Mary Scales, was originally of
" North-Yarmouth.—When he was twenty years old, . ;,/

he married Betfly Clifford, of Bath, an amiable young
. woman, and daughter of Benjamin and Anua Clif-
-+ ford, of that place. —He lived by cultivating the foll, S
F aad by a long courfe of indufiry and frugality, wita

. @ ‘handfome patrimony from his father, at the time
:Hq of his death he was a rich and independent farmer.

[?‘ Idis habits were fteady and corredt, and fo truly do- ) A
. "4 meflic, that no trait worthy of remark is found in

! ]

" #f~~his charaGer, during his refidence in the town of

o ";{ si Bowdoinham.— He had the cenfidence of histowni- ‘
<4 *: men, and for feveral years commanded the compa- -
r ny of militia in that town, He therc had twelve i
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children, four of them died in infancy, and the re”
maining eight were doomed to feel the vengeance of
a deluded father. (a) Purrinton was of the middi
fize, rather dark complexion, grave countenance, :m%'
referved in company ; it has alfo been remarked o
him, that he never looked the perfon in the face he
was addrefling.  He was obftinately tenacious of his
opinion, and 1t was very difficult to convince him he
was in an crror.—He has frequently, however, vl .
untarily changed his religious fentiments ; and e
died a firm and decided belicver in the dochinepf_i -
univerfal falvation. When furrounded by his family},
- he has been often heard to exprefs his fond anticipa<
tions of the moment when they would all be happy;
and has fometimes added, how greatly it would ¢n-), ,.
hance his happinefs it they could all die at once.: 4 -+
His atrachment to his wife and children was unt
formly tender and aftectionate ; and he was an oblig-
ing neighbor. Ttis faid by thofc who knew hin
beit, that he was cafily clated or deprefled, as hisif-
fairs were profperous or adverfe. He was alforot o~
a little avaricious, and therefore a dimiumiﬁ‘n"ﬁﬁ.’-"‘“v—-
property or profpelts, was a difappointment he feem
" ed ro want fortirude to fupport. In Auguft, 1805
ke removed with his family to Augufta, and fertled !
cn a new farm about one mile and an half above the
village. By his unremiuting artention and indullry,
he was rapidly improving his eflate, and was appar-
ently contented and happy, until within a fcw weeks
before his death, The uncommon drought feemed
greatly to deprefs him, and often in conveifation
with his ncighbors, he exprefled his-apprehenfions,
that his family would fufter for want ot bread—that __
his crops would be cut off—that his cattle would™
tarve— and that he dreaded the conlequences. Such A

ke

(a) See Note 1.
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24 *‘?%f?a\vas murdered by her bedfide—In another apart-

5
is the hiftory of this fingular man, and the foregoing
is all that . can be colleted concerning him, until
the fatal night in which he murdered his wife, fix
children, and him{clf.

Between the hours of two and three, on the morn-

ing of the ninth of July, Mr. Dean Wyman, a near
neighbor of Capt. Purrinton, was awakened by Jimes

Purrinton, the eldéft fon, who in an alarming ang.

incoherent manner, related the hotrid fcene from
which he had fled ; they immediately called on Mr.
Jonathan Ballard, another neighbor, and .with him
inftantly rcpmred to the fatal fpot, and here, after
having lighted a candle, a fcene was prefented which
defies the power ot language, and beggars all de-
fcription.—In the outer room lay proftrate on his

face and weltering in his gore, the perpetrator of the ’

dreadful deed ; his throat cut in the moft fhocking
manner, and the bloody razor lying on a table by his
fide—Inan adjoining bed-room lay Mrs. Purrinton*®
in her bed, her head almoft fevered from her body ;
aud near her on the floor, a little davghter about ten
years old, who probably hearing the cries of diftrefs,
!5cined and terrified, ran .to her mother for reiicf,

ment was found in one bed, the two oldeft and
youngeft daughters ; the fir{ft moft dreadfully buich-
ered ; the fecond defperately wounded, and reclining
her head on the body of the dead 1nfa1t and ina
ftatc of indclcribable horror and almoft total infen-
fibility—In the room with the father, lay in bed with
their throats cut, the two youngeft fons—And ia
another room was found on the hearth, moft dread-
fully mangled, the fecond fon ; he had-fallen with
his trowfers under one arm, with which he had ai«

* I is faid [be was pregnont.
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tempted to efcape—On the breaftwork over the fire-
place, was the diftin€t impreffion of a bloody hand,
where the unhappy vi¢tim had probably {fupported
himfelt before he fell. The whole houfe feemed
covered with blood, and near the body of the mur- '
derer lay the deadly axe. From the appearance of — -~
the wounds generally, it feems to have been the de-

fign of Purrinton to diffever the heads from the bod-

-ies, excepring the two youngeft fons and the infant,

whofe throats, it is fuppofed, were cut with a razor.

The oldeft daughter and fecond fon received many
wounds in various parts of the body, which were
probably caufed by their refiftance. The fon who

efcaped fays, he was awakened by the diftreffing .
~and piercing cries of his mother, and involuntarily

fhricking hunfelf, leapt from his bed and ran to- ,

wards the door of his apartment ; here he was met s

by his father with an axe in his hand, (the moon 7/
thone bright) who ftruck him, but he was fo near
him, that the axe paffed over his fhoulder, and one
corner of it entered his back, making a flight wound ;

his father then ftruck at him once or twice and mil-

fed him ; at this moment the younger brother, who _
flept in the fame bed with him, jumped from it, arfd™*a—=
attempted to get out at the door ; to prevent this,
the father immediately attacked him, and the eldeft

then efcaped.thro’ a back door.  During this dread-

ful confli&t not a word was uttered. The wholecon- | .
du& of Purrinton during the laft and bloody fcene L

of his life, {feems marked with coolnefs and delibera-
tion.—Towards the clofe of the day preceding his

death, he ground the fatal axe, and when the family

retired to bed, he was left reading the Bible. (%)

The furviving daughter, whofe wounds were defpe-

raze, and whofe recovery is yet doubtful, furnifhes

(b) Se N2 &
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the following fafts—That fhe was awakened by the
N blows on her fifter, which extremely terrified her,
. and fhe inftantly endeavored to fhield her head with
the bed clothes, and immediately after received a
blow on the fide of her head ; winding up herfelf d
- ftill more in the bed clothes, and turning her head,
fhe received another blow on the back of ir, which
was followed by a third on the arm.* Her father
: then left her, though at this time fhe did not know,
! or fufpect who it was. She remembers laying her
! head over the edge of the bed, and hearing (10 ufe
her own expreflion) the blood run like a brook upon -
the floor—that the felt- the blood from her fifter’'s = .
wounds, and was convinced fhe was dead ; and
that fhe fcarcely dare breathe for fear that fhe fhould
be killed. She recollects nothing more, till the heard
, the voices of Meflrs. Ballard and Wyman ; thefe”
/ ~ fhe recognized, and on Mr. Ballard’s approaching
her, exclaimed, *.Glory to God !"’ and added, “Do -
1 kill me again.” ,
5 - On the Sunday before the murder, while Mrs.

AN Purrinton and the eldeft daughter were gone to
. % ;meeting, the furviving daughter obferved her father
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/./\w‘riting a letter (¢) and perceiving he had been over- -
looked, he endeavored to conceal it ; fhe atked him/”~
what he was writing, he replied nothing, and im- -
mediately afked for his butcher kaife, and faid he
wanted to fharpen-it ; it was procured for him, and
after having made it very tharp, he ftood before the

» ‘looking glafs, and with Bis left hand feemed to be

; preparing his throat for the knife : his daughter, ex-

tremely terrified, cried our, * Dada what are you .

doing 2’ He calmly replied, nothing, and then laid "

¢

Y T * On exxamining the bed clothes, they are found cut through in ;nény
i Places, fo as perfelly to corroburale this account. - I
-y (c) See Note 3. . - . o 4

P e

{
)
L
1. .M
f
{
|




the knife away.—This extraordinary conduct was
reported to the mother on her return, and gave hee
the moft alarming apprehenfions. She fearched for
the letter, and found it among his papers on Mon-
day ; and on perufing ir, fhe was convinced fome
rafth a¢t was in contemplation; its contents- were
truly alarming—and fhe became inconfolable. At
the ufual hour of dinner:fhe was mifling ; after {fome
enquiry, her hufband found her in the barn, fitting
and weeping.—She difclofed to him the caufe of her
grief, and acquainted him with the difcovery fhe
had madée.—He endeavored to confole her, with ths
moft pofitive affurances that he had no intention of R
commiiting fuicide ; but at the fame time told her -
he had a prefentiment, that his death was near—

Still fhe wasinconfolable ! fhe was wretched ! and

it is highly probable, that from this moment, he
changed his original plan. Afeer having written

the letter and prepared his knife, it is conjectured ‘
he intended committing fuicide ; but the expreilion :
of terror and alarm from his daughter, difarmed him. ;
Iinding himfelf difcovered, and his intentions fuf-

pecled by his wife and family, and fecing their difs

trefs, and anticipating how poignant it would be o™~ e
his death, he no doubt determined to take them all - :
with himfelf ; believing they would thus lofe their

forrows, fuffer but 2 momentary pang, and be with

him eternally happy.— '

RTINS - al ML

¢ Destruction full of transport! Lo, T come,

“ Swift on the wing, to meet my certain doom,
I plunge triumphant my devoted head,

% And doat on death, as a luxurious bed.”

A jury of inquelt was fummoned, who brought e
him in guilty of murder on his wife and {ix children,
and that he felonioufly killed himfelt, (4 ) After the

(d) See Note 4.
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 jury had retired, the fele@tmen took the charge of the
Y, brfes, and in the evening they were conveyed to
" the meeting-houle. Mrs. Purrinton and her children
e were placed in the body of the houle ; Capt. Purrin-
ton in the potch —Oa the day following, their fune-
ral rites were pertormed, attended by an immenfe
V' concourfe of people..- The proceflion was very nu-
! merous an] refpectable,  The corpfe of Mrs. Pur-
rinton and her children, fupported by bearers, and

. attended by pall-holders, was preceded by the Cor-
—__.oaer and Inquelt, and followed by the furviving fon
and other relations, with various claffes of citizens,
properly arranged—a carr, bearing the body of Capt.
Purrinton, with the bloody axe and razor on the
« ooffin, clofed the proceflion. The bodies of Mrs.
Purrinton and children, were interred in the com-
mon burying ground ; Capt. Purrinton in the highe

way adjoining the fame==and with him werdfallo
buricd the inftruments of his cruelty—the Tacal axe

and razor, '

i

NOTES.
SR
NOTE 1.
Mrs. Purrinton, 45 years old, killed.
Polly Purrinton, 19 killed.
James Purrinton, 17 efcaped with a flight wound.
Martha Purrinton, 15 defperately wounded.
Benjamin Purrinton, 12 killed.
. Anna Purrinton, 10 killed.
Nathaniel Purrinton, 8 killed.
Nathan Purrinton, 6 killed.
Louifa Purrinton, 18 months, killed.
NOTE 2.
The Bible was found open on the table, at the ninth chapter
of Ezekiel. By recurring to this chapter, it will be feen how
e ~ —~——m )
B “/ ,’“;l:; s \‘___(“'"“i _r-ﬁ-:-— T —
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ftrangely its true meaning muft have been perverted, to influ.
ence the condué& of Purrinton. .

v NOTE 3. *
LSTTER FRCM CAPT. PURRINTON TO HIS BROTHER. .
Augufla, July, 180G6. !
DEAR BROTHER, v .
Thefe lines is to let you know that I am going a long jour.
ney, and I would have you fell what I have, and put it out tq
intereft, and put out. my boys to trades, or fend them to fea.
; Icannot fee the ' diftrefs of my family—God only knows my
diftrefs.—I would have you put Nathaniel to uncle Purrinton,
to a tanner’s trade—I want James to go to fchool, until fufli.
cient fo attend in a ftore—Benjamin to a blackfmith’s trade, o1~
to what you think beft—But to be {ure to give them learning,
if it takes all—Divide \y}mn is left, for I am no more.
Corr. : . ) JAMES PURRINTON.

. NOTE 4. .
THE VERDICT OF THE JURY OF INQUEST,

Kennelce, i An Inquifition taken at Augulta, within the
faid county of Kennebec, the ninth day of July, in the year of
our Lord 1806: Before Elias Craig, gentleman, one of the
coroners of thefaid county of Kennebec, upon the view of the

bodies of James Purrinton, Betfy Purrinton, Polly Purrinton,
Benjamin Purrinton, Anna Purrinton, Nathaniel Purrinton,
Nathan Purrinton and Louifa Purrinton, there lying dead ; by

the oaths of John Eveleth, merchant ; Ezekiel Page, yeoman : ~

Theophilus Hamlen, merchant ; James Child, yeoman ; Ken.
dal Nichols, inn-keeper ; -Shubael : Pitts, merchant ; Caleb
Heath, merchant ; Frederic Wingate, watch-maker ; Jonathan
Perkins, merchant ; Oliver Pollard, inn-keeper ; Samuel Bond,
merchant ; and Ephraim Ballard, jun. houfewright ; good and
lawful men ; who being charged and fivorn to enquire for the
commonwealth, when, how, and by what means the faid James,
Betfy, Polly, Benjamin, Anna, Nathaniel, Nathan and Louifa,

came to their death ; upon their oaths do fay, that the faid
James Purrinton, with an axe, the heads, necks, and various
parts of the bodies of the faid Betfy, Polly, Benjamin, Anna, and.
Nathaniel, did firike, cut, and infli& many grievous and mortal
wounds, by means whereof they all died. And the jurors afore-
faid on their oaths aforefaid, do further fay, that the faid James
Purrinton, with an axe or razor, with which to the jurors un-
known, the necks of the faid Nathan and Louifg, did {trike, cut, ~
and mortally wound, by means whereof they alfo died.—~And

2y
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fo the Jurors aforefaid, wpon their oaths aforefaid do fay, that
the faid James Purrinton, in manner and form aforefaid, then
and there of his malice aforethought, them, the faid Betfy Pur.
rinton, Polly Purrinton, Benjamin Purrinton, Anna Purrinton,
Nathaniel Puarrinton, Nathan Purrinton, and Louifz Purrinton,
did kill and murder, againft the peace and dignity of this com.
‘monwealth, and the laws of the fame. And the jurors afore.
faid, upon their oaths aforefaid, do further fay, that the faid
James Purrinton, with a razor, himfelf acrofs the throat did
ftrike, cut, and infli® a mortal wound, by reafon whereof he
alfo died :—And fo the jurors aforefaid, thus upon their oaths
aforefaid do fay, that the faid James Purrinton, in maunner and
form aforefaid, then and there voluntarily and felonioufly, as a
felon of himfelf, did kill and murder himfelf, againft the peacz
of the commonwealth, and the dignity of the fame.

In witnefs w}lereof, the faid coroner and jurors to this inqui.
fition have fet their hands and feals, the day and year

abovefaid. -
ELIAS CRAIG, Coroner. L. 8.)
JOHN EVELETH, Foreman. (L. s.
THEOPHILUS HAMLEN, (. s.
JAMES CHILD, L. s.
KENDAL NICHOLS, L. 8.
SHUBAEL PITTS, L. S,
CALEB HEATH, L. S,
FREDERIC WINGATE, (1. s.
JONATHAN PERKINS, L, S.
OLIVER POLLARD, Lu-S.
SAMUEL BOND, L. 5.
EZEKIEL PAGE, L. 8,
EPHRAIM BALLARD,jr. EL_. $:)
-
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REMARKS. f/
,1 AP PV %{}'&'

A RECURRENCE 1o the preceding Life, brings
to one’s mind Paul’s requeft to the church at
Theflalonica : « Pray for us, that we may be deliver-
¢d from unreafonable and wicked men : for all men
have not faith,”” Unbelief in the fuperintending

- providence of Gop, and human accountability, is
a principle which opens the door to every vice. It
is an inlet to thofe evils which mar our happinefs in
the prefent life, and blaft our hopes in the futurc,
it breaks down every barricr, ereCed for our pre-
fervation and peace, and, like an overwh<Iming tor-
rent, fweeps away, in its courfe, every veltige of re-
ligion and morality, and all the felicities of focial
life. 'The noble faculties of the foul are perverted,
and man is reduced to a ftate of brutal degradation.
With contempruous indifference, he tramples on the
laws'of his Gop, and fets heaven at defiance ; wiih
cool calculation, or premeditated malice, he invades
the rights of his fellowmen, oppreffes or defrauds ;
and when paffion or phrenzy dictate, lifts a remorfe-
Iefs hand againft their lives, or hisown.

Urge him to the practice of moral dutics from
the beauty of virtue or the fitnefs of things ; attempt
to diffuade him from vice by pointing out the de-
formity of its nature and tracing its evil effects ;
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warn him from the path'of iniquity by a'judgment
to come, a day of awful retribution ;—He hears you
with floic inlenfibility, with affected pity for your
credulity, or glories in his fhame. He anfwérs all
your admonitions, like a true‘difciple of the grand
deceiver ; “ YE SHALL NOB SURELY DIE; YE SHALL
BE AS GODS.”

‘The nature of this.. principle. is oppofed to all fal-
utary reftraint: - According to the divine economy,
reafon andrevelation are given us for the government
of our paflions, and for the guide of our condutt
in life, But this fentiment permits one to follow his
inclinations, however abfurd ; heedlefsly to purfue
the path of pleafure, without any feeling of prefent
remorfe, or fear of a future judgment. All denun-
ciaticns of divine wrath in the fcriptures, and all hu-
man regulations, defigned for the fuppreflion and
pumfhment of vice, are confidered as arbitrary
abridgments of our liberty, as unwarrantable re-
ftriGtions upon the confcience and condué@ of men.
{t is, in one word, invading (he divine prerogative—
denying his right to interfere in the concerns of the
world, in finally chaftifing the rebellious. Thus
the divine government is proftrated, and our en-
joyments, liberties and lives expofed to the ruthlefs
invader. '

This principle, which from its nature, is aﬁr '
with a fuperintending providence, and unde '
ing the foundation of human virtue and fafety, is, in

its influence, very extenfive. It does not fimply °
embrace eone- courfe of grofs wickednefs, but its
pame is ¢ Leglon.” It is the fource of a thoufand !
-errors in fentiment and pra&ice, 'which, in various !
ways, haften the period, and accumulare the load of
human miferies. ,

Ixcept total derargemert of mmd there are but

_three fources, it is conccived, from w hxch, conduct,

-
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/¥ like that recorded in the preceding pagzs, could pro-
b ceed. .
g Religious fanatici{m,

Violence of paffion, 'and ~
Syftematic calculation upon erroneous prin-
ciples.

Religious fanaticifm has fomectimes ~hurried the
fubjeds of it to deeds of horror.  Leaving the word
of Gop, as a rule of life, or fixing upon and mifap-
plying fome detached paflages, they are actoated by
the impulfe of the moment, and become dangerous
to themfelves and to others. Heated in their af- )
fections, their'views are wild and incoherent, and
their courfe of life marked always with folly, and
fometimes with blood. We call this religions fanati-
<ifm, not becaufe it partakes of the nature, or is ne-
ceflarily connetied with true religion, but becaulc,
in this fituation, there are often high pretenfions,
much warmth of imagination, and blind zeal.
Religion is not accountable for the perverfions of
it ;- though from this confideration, many, oppofed
to the purity of its. precepts, have endeavored to
. bring it into contempt. They have laid to its chargs
all the wild projeéts that have been conceived, and
all the atrocious deeds that have been perpctrated,
unvdiilk cover of its name. They would therefore dif-
~card it, as a nuifance. The beft -objects could not

Atand the teft of this exterminating principle. ‘The
life of the world depends upon the ;h\crmg and in-
vigorating rays of the fun.  Mouft it be put out, be-
caufe fome weak heads and difordered eyesare affelt-

ed by its fhining ? < Truly the light is {weet, and a

_ pleafant thing it is for the cyes to behold the fun.”

f- Rehglon is like the pillar ot a cloud in the wilder-

- nefs ; which was light to the Ifraclites, and darknefs
to the Egypuans. Tmproyed, it is the favor of life

-y Ve -
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unto life 5 perverted, the favor of dcath unto death.
The importance of its nature requires that it be
fludied with fincerity and diligence, and its inftruc-
tions applied with wifdom and judgment. It will
then prove an colargement to the mind, be a fource
of benevclence in the heart, and difplay itfelf in the
regularity and ufefulrefs of life.
Vielence of paflion alfo, whether of envy, malice,
- or revenge, has not unfrequently iffucd in fcenes de-
rogatory to our rational nature, and deftructive to the
faireft parts of Gop's creation, In this tempeft of
the foul, the voice of reafon is not hcard. Impctu-
- oufly driven, man is no longer the fubject of reflec-
~ iion ; and polfeffing a thirft, which nothing but blood
' can fatiate, he takes an inhuman dclight in the de-
vaftations of his iniquitous courfe. Though three
~ individual fources of outrage and iniquity have becn
mentioned, yet it is not to be underftood that they
are always diftinét in their nature, or difconnected in
their operation and influence. Sireams from dif-
ferent fources may form u confluence ; and thereby
) increafe their power and accelerate their progrefs.
R Much of the violence of paffion is often mixed with
fanaticifm, which makes it more tremendous in its
- nature and more fatal in its effets.  And a tin¢ture
of both thefe frequently difplays itfelf in deedg of
horror, which are the refult of {yftematic calé¥fa-
tion upon erroneous principles,

Many have contended that it is of little import-
ance what a man belicves, What have fpeculative -
opinions to do with the prafical duties of life ?
Paul judged very diffcrently. ¢ Shun profane and
vain babblings, for they will increafe unto more un-
godlinefs ; and their word will eat as doth a cank-
er.””  Deftrultive errors cannot flow from a pure:
fource. Every fentiment which has a tendency to
lead one to caft off fear and to reftrain prayer before




v
» b

|

17

+ Gop, which covers or palliates human guilt, and
which fofters the fenfual paffions, and relaxes the
morals of mankind, originates in our apoftafy. The
natural heart is a foil in which errors flourifh. Man-
kind « being alienated from the life of Gop, through
the ignorance that is in them, becaufe of the blind-

- nefs of their hearts,” are open to delufion. They
are induced to adopt errors in felf-defence.  Unable

to vindicate their condu&, they muft deny their ac-
countability. Unprepared for a future judgment,
they muft difbelieve it.

The finner, while his principles are corredl, is like
a lion chained, comparatively harmlefs : but when

his principles are perverted, he commits iniquity, not -

only “without remorfe, but ¢ with greedinefs.”
Where there is a difbelief of a judgment to come,.or
a denial of a retribution, where the impenitent fhall
receive the due reward of his deeds, there is no mo~

- tivelefr fufficient toreftrainthe wicked from the grof-

feft enormities. Will confcience interpofe ? Take

away a future judgment,and it is filenced. Believe that
Gup makes no diftinction berween the righteous and.
the wicked, and confcience will no longer do it.
Will a natural defire for happinefs, and the feclings
of humanity, infurc uniformity of life? Alas!
Happinefs is often fought by very delufive means.
And erroneous principles prevail againft the tender-
eft feelings of nature. They fteel the heart and

nerve the arm for actions almoft too great for malice:
and revenge.

From which of the three fources mentioned,.ths

preceding cataftrophe originated, will hardly admit

of doubt.  Religious enthufiafm was not a prominent

trait in his charafter. There appeared no tincture

of it, except what may always be iuppofcd to attach

iufelf to infidelity. And he was<éapparently free
B2
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from the violence of paffion. - In a plan, the profecu-
tion of which feemed todemand the combined force of
phrenzy and vengeance, there are marks of the ut-
moft coolnefs and deliberation. It was projected, en-
tered upon, and executed with undeviating perfever-
ence :-a fyflematic calculation [from erroneous pringi~
ples. T : .
It admonifhes us againft the firft departure from
the truth.  Renouncing the pecaliar difirines.of the
gofpel naturally leads to the difbelief of future pun-
ifhment. This paves the way for the renunciation
of human accountability ; from which the defcent
is eafy to Fatalifm, to.the mortality of the foul, and
even to the denial of the being of a Gop.* - And we
need not think ftrange, if the vices of the life’ keep
pace with the encroachments’ of error upon . the
mind. The gradual and increafing dominion of in-
fidelity, thrcatens more .lafting evils than the occa-
fional outrages of paflion, the momentary effufions
of unbridled anger. In the lattef cafe there is hope,
when one has time to come to-himfelf. Botin the
former cafe, he is like a flave bound to his tafk.
Time, inftead of remedying the evil, oniy makes faft
his fetters and rivets his chains. © Etna, in its erup-
tions, is not fo much to be dreaded from the firft
tremendous explofion, as fram the long Qerility ‘to
which the foil is condemned, where its-lava is fpread.
There: is no fecurity, but in a firm and unfhaken
belief of the precepts-of the guipel, which are pure

* The following quotation is an extrad of a letter from a refpe@able
gentieman in Bowdoinkam. ¢ About twenty years ago, be (Capt. P.)
Joined the [ Calvaniftic] Baptifi Church in Bowdoinham, and contin-
wed in ibeir fellowfbip fevoral years ; till be imbibed the fentiments of
the Freewill Bajztg?: 3 for which be awas cut off from the church.
He was not a UnSrfalift till lome years fince. I have converfed
with feveral of bis Yormer neighbors, who unanimofly teflify that he
was a Fatalif.”?: .
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in their nature, and falutary in their effects. To re-

je& the Bible, fifle the whifpers ot confcience and

« grieve the Holy Spirit,” expofes one to the judi-

cial blindnefs, mentioned by anjapoftle. < And for

this caufe Gop, Ihall fcngi thphn; ﬁrong deluﬁon,A that
they fhould believe a lic ; that they -all might be,
damned, whabeljgved ,not th¢ [l’u[h but: had pleafure

qxunrté,htcoufncfs.’,’,,: o

., The Bible has fuﬂicmm cxcellcncclto demand and
ﬁx your attention. [t ¢ enjoins all ‘thofe duucs Whl
render life comfortable,{omqty peacetul,, and ¢ £ternt-
ty glorious. . It inculcates a reverential, ,fe:,\r gf GQD,
and dye bggevolence to men. . It tranquilizes the
mind. It leads one to “feek ;hofe things wb;qh
make for peace ;> and where:its precepts are uni-
verfally obcycd,‘umverfal harmgny will prevail.. It
is urellgxon that has raifed the voice: of war, and
rolled garments in blood—ca"fed the widow’stears
and made children: fatherlefs.? Eﬂabh{hmg infigeli-
ty threatens the dcﬂruéhon of fociaj, cnjoyment, It
haftens the, dym;, moments, of praghical yirtue.: It
lay:. the axe at the roat ofL that, tiee, upon which
grow-all our prc(?nt jous,-and, whlch promifes to
fourith in eternal verdure.., It. buries all. human
hopes.  Hopg cannot be qult upnn tl}_‘ngs beneath
the fun, or .if bmlr cannot ftand. . Let loofe the
rem,s, and fuffcr paﬂlon to. twn h°rfqlfout of breath
in chafe of fenfual delight, poflefs the fearlefs impies
ty. of a Paine and the unreﬂramed hcemloufncfc of

a God\gm, and yourcareer would .terminate in the
‘fallacious glory of a Cxefgr,  What Brutus faid falfe-
ly of virtue might with awful pertinency be apphed
to infidelity—** Thou-art but an empty name.’

- Toenjoy the benefit of the fcriptures you muft
be “roo..d and grotnded in the truth.” Not
* driven about by every wind of dodirine,” but, like
the oak of the foreft, firm-and unfhaken,.amidﬁ the

I
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{torms and tempefts, How were the primitive.
chritiians fortified by fuch a principle, to withftand:

and’overcome the moft forcible and the moft formi-
dable oppofition. The bigotry of the Jews, the
fword of the Gentiles, the learning of the wife, the

perfuafion of the cloqucm and the force of the pow-
ertul, were alike ‘éxerted, and alike meﬁeétual, in

crufhing them. Rchglous principle alfo gives en-
ergy and enterprize to a charalter. What feats
of magnanimity and virtue are recorded of the dif-
ciples and followers of our Lord ! But to what re-
cords fhall we appeal for the traits of moral great-
nefs, exhibited by unbelievers? Not that they are
to be accufed of inactivity. They fometimes per-
form exploits that fill the world with their fame—
exploits of a different kind indeed from thofe of the
fincerc chriftian, but of imperithable memory and
difaftrous luftre.* -0

As the Bible is important, fo its precepts fhould
be early inftilled. It contains milk for babes, as
well as ftrong meat for thofe of mature age. They
thould be taught that ¢ the eyes of the Lord are in

every place, beholding the evil and the good ;** and

exhorted to contemplate upon the divine character
with the utmoft reverence, and to purfue their duty
with the ftricteft integritv. Nothing will be more
likely to call forth the powers of the mind, than a
knowledge of its nature and deftination. If you
would cxpc& actions worthy of their riper years, dif-
cover, at an early period, the awful and glerious re-
wards of cternity. 1f youth is fpent in idlenefs or
diffipation, grey hairs will not be a crown' of glory,
but a monument of folly.  To render probable the

fabulous. feats of a Hercules, deftroyi ing giants, when

* Edwards on Infidelity.
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in a ftate of manhood, the heathens reprefent him,

. while an infaat, as ftrangling the ferpent in his cradle.

The precepts of teligion early imbibed, will be a.

. powerful reftraint upon the wayward difpofitions: of

the heart, when perfons are called into the fcenes of
a&ive life, and furrounded with the delufive allure-
ments of the world. But fome chaofe to let them
follow nature, and leave it tp the future exercife ot
reafon to check theirirregularities and reform their
lives. Will reafon induce thofe to do well, who
have become nccufloned to do evil ? Yes, « when the
Ethiopian changes his fkinand the Leopard his
fpots.”” '

Is it not eaficr to give a right direftion to a cus—
rent, than to ftop it, in the violence of its progrefs ’
Is it not eatier to prevent, than to remove an inun~:.

dation of evils ? for, though reafon may decide in
favor of the purity of the golpel, the evil beat of the
natural heart and a courfe of open vice may find or
make formidable abjetions to it. Oppofition to-
revealed religion does nor find its origin in any in-
confiftency of fcriprure dorines, or impraQicabili-

ty and deleterious effects of fcripture precepts, but.

in the blindnefs, obftinacy and vice of human na-
ture. It is recorded of the Earl ot Rochefter, after
he had become a convert to chriftianity, that, laying
his hand on the Bible, he would fay, ¢ Thisis true
philofophy. It is langnage that fpeaks to the heart.
There can be no objeion to this book, but a bad
life.” :

But whatever objections may be made, and what-
ever vices obftinately practifed ; though ¢« fools may
make a mock at fin,* and blefs themfelves in their
{afety, it Thall never cover their folly, nor avert their
danger. The day of judgment will thew that « he
that walketh uprightly walketh furely :** and that
¢¢ the wages of fin is death,”” The «“ Lamb of Go»™

\
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will become the « Lion of the tribe of Judah.” He
will «¢ caft abroad the rage of his wrath, and behold
every one that is proud and abafe him.”” The wick-
ed will be ¢ deftroyed by the breath of his mouth

" and the brightnefs of his coming.”” They fhall « go

away into everlafting punifhment.”’
There fhall be ¢ weeping and wailing and gnafh-

ing of teeth.” « Their feet now « ftand on flippery

places, and they fhall flide in due time.”

Sinner, would(t thou efcape the wrath to come?
wouldft thou avoid the bitter reflettion, ¢« How
have I hated inftrution, and defpifed reproof ?’
Bow to the will of Gop—believe in the adorable
Saviour—ftudy and obey the holy fcriptures, and
truft not to the delufive opinion, the fuggeftion of
Satan, that the Supreme Judge will falfify his own
declaration, and that « the righteous fhall be as the
wicked’’—that thofe on the left hand as well as thofe
on the right, thall all be included in that merciful
fentence, ¢ Come ye blefled of my Father.”

« They that go down into the pit cannot hope for
the truth.” ¢ The hope of the hypocrite fhall pe-
rifh and his truft be as a fpider’s web.”” For Gop
has faid, and he will accomplith it, ¢ JubemesT
WILL I LAY TO THE LINE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS TO
THE PLUMMET, AND THE HAIL SHALL SWEEP AWAY
FBE REFUGE OF LIES, AND THE WATERS SHALL
GVERFLOW THE HIDING PLACE.”

FINIS.
]

?. 8. While this pamphlet was in prefs, and after the firft
part was ftruck off, Marthav Purrinton died—July 30th,

h
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