























THE NATURALIST'S -SEA CRUISE IN FRENCBMAN‘S BAY

Twice a week, during the months of dJuly
and August, the Naturalist's Sea Cruise, a
popular event on the Acadia National Park
Nature-Guide Program, left the wharf at
Bar Harbor on a two-hour cruise around
the nearby islands in Frenchman's Bay.
From Bar Harbor the motor launch headed
southeast following the eastern coast of Mount i
Desert Island as far as the high rocky promontory
of Great Head. Frem there the course lay northeast passing Egg Rock Light-
house at the very mouth of the bay, continuing around the steep eastern
coast of Ironbound Island, then heading westward close to the southern
margins of the Porcupines, and back to the starting-point. Sixteen cruises,
averaging 34 persons to a party, were taken in the course of the season.

The geology of lMount Desert and the nearby islands was stressed during
the first half of the cruise while the latter half of the brief voyage was
devoted largely to the sea birds in the vicinity of Ironbound Island. Since
living things are always of greatest interest to the gencral public, the
sea birds attracted most attention. To sece the little Black Guillemots
(locally called "Sea Pigeons") winging their way rapidly over the waves,
their bright coral-red fect trailing behind, gave rise to many exclamations
of delight. Occasionally troops of Double-crested Cormorants left the
high perpendicular cliffs along the southeastern face of Ironbound - a kind
of mysterious dignity enshrouding the flight of these dark, long-necked,
silent birds. Noisy Ospreys enlivened the trip with their high-pitched
cackling, frequently flying close to the boat. A number of pairs of these
large fish-hawks nested on the islands in the bay, and some of these bulky
conspicuous nests were invariably pointed out by the nature-guide. Herring
Gulls were always seen in greater or lcss numbers, a large number of them
congregating on the Hop Island where they nested in early summer. Great
Blue Herons, Sandpipers, noisy Common Terns, Crows, Bald Eagles, and a few
other species were observed by some of the groups.

At times a school of sleek black Porpoise would be sighted, and, in
mid-August, three or four of the groups were favored by seeing a Humpback
Whale in the immediate region of the Porcupine Islands. The big cetacean
first made its appearance on August 10 and was seen thereafter on thirteen
consccutive days. At sunset, on August 14, two launches bearing 75 members
of the Appalachian Mountain Club - a special Naturalist's Sea Cruise party -
came upon the whale neur Bald Rock and watched it spout and breach - a
memorable exhibition.

-Arthur Stupka
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WOODLAND JULPING MOUSE AT ACADIA

During the night of August 24, while trapping for small mammals, a
specimen of the Woodland Jumping Mouse (Napaeozapus insignis) was taken.
This genus is apparently previously unreported for Mount Desert Island; for
no reference te it is found in the list of native mammals of Acadia National
Park prepared by Vernon Bailey a few years ago, nor is it included in the
various studies of the University of Maine's Summer Biological Station on the
fauna of Mt. Desert Island that appeared in the Maine Naturalist from time to
time.

The mouse, taken in a trap baited with bacon, was an adult male
measuring a total of 220 millimeters (body 83 mm., tail 137 mm.). The
locality at which it was secured is a mixed woods of oak, maple, birch, and
aspen just beyond the grassy tundra east of Champlain Mountain. The mouse
was trapped ut the edge of the woods where it merges with the eastern side
of the tundra, and where the woodland floor is densely covered with wild
rose, meadowsweet and long grasses. There is apparently some drainage from
nearby so that the location appears moderately damp. At this same location
the Hudson Bay Jumping Mouse, Short-tailed shrew and Bonaparte ‘Weasel were
also secured.

- M. L. Branin, Ranger-Naturalist
Asst. Professor of Biology
John Carroll University

THE SEASON

The first signs of autumn come in mid-August when dashes of color
glorify the red maples, fireweed and thistlc begin to display their silvery
plumes, and masses of goldenrods line the highways. It is then that the
squirrels begin cutting green pine cones, beech nuts, and the paired seeds
or keys of the moosewood.

Drouth - Rarely does Maine experience a drouth as severe as the drouth
of July-August. Leaves colored early, the blueberry srop was the poorest
in years, extensive stands of bracken and other ferns dried up, mushrooms
were absent from our woodlands, tree frogs werc silent, and streams and
ponds became unusually low. The welcome rains of August 28, 29, and 30 fell
on parched fields and woodlands and brought much relief.

Two Shrubs - In mid-July the Red-berried Elder (Sambusus racemosa)
and in mid-August the Mountain Holly (Nemopanthus mucronata) become the
most attractive of the native shrubs of Acadia National Park. The former
beautifies the highways with its dense berry-clusters while the latter is
at its best on the mountain summits.

-A. S.



