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FLOWERS, OF QUR WOODLANDS - 3HE PYROLAS 

Xl 

Wher eas t he fr agr ant Shi n-l eaf (Pyr ol a 
elli pti ca) is a common wildf l ower in Acadia National 
Par k , r earing it s attr active white- f l owered spikes 
above t he f or est f l oor in a gr eat many l0calities, 
the l itt l e round- l eafed Greenish- flowered Winter green 
(P. chlorantha) and the inconspicuous----oDe- sided 
Winter gr een (P. secunda) ar e found here infrequently. 
According to Br i t t on and Br own ( " I ll ustr ated Flor a 
of t he Nor ther n States and Canada" ) t he l ast- named 
member of thi s inter esti ng tr io of 
Pyr ol as has an exceptionall y wi de 
distr ibut ion, growing f r om Labr ador 
to Al aska, south to the Di stric t of 
COl u.llbia, Pennsyl vani a, Nlichigan, 
Nebr aska, al ong the R0cky Mount ains 
to Mex ico and t o Cal ifo r nia. The 
�s�~�~�e� species i s al so found i n Eur ope 
and Asia. 

- Mar gar et Stupka 
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THE NATURALIST 'S -SEA CRUISE IN FRENCBMAN1S BAY 

Twice a week, during the months of July 
and August, t he Naturalist' s Sea Cr uise , a 
popular event on the Acadia National Park 
Nature - Guide Program, l eft t he wharf at 
Bar Har bor on a t wo- hour cruise a r ound 
the nearby islands i n Frenchman ' s Bay ~ 

From Bar Harbor the motor launch headed 
southeast fo llowing the ea stern coas t of Mount 
Desert Island a s far as the high r ocky pr omontory 

- -------
of Gr eat Head . Frrm there the course l ay northeast pass ing Egg Rock Light­
hou s e a t the very mouth of the bay, continuing a r ound the steep easter n 
coast of Ironbound Is l and, then heading westward close to the southern 
margins of the Porcupines , and back to the starting- point. Sixt een cruis es, 
aver aging 34 persons t o a party, we r e taken in the cour s e of the season. 

The geology of Mount Desert and the nearby islands was stre ssed during 
t he first half of the crui se whi l e the l atter half of the brief voyage was 
devoted l ar ge ly t o the s ea bi r ds in the vicinity of Ironbound Isl and . Si nce 
l iving things are a l ways of gr eatest i nter est to the genor a l public , the 
s ea birds attr acted most attention . To s ee the little Bl ack Gui llemots 
(locally ca ll ed " Sea Pi geons") wingi ng thei r way r api dly over the waves, 
their bright cor al-red fe et trailing behind , gave ri s e to many excl amations 
of delight . Occasionally troop s of Doubl e - cr ested Co r morants l eft the 
high perpendicular cliffs along the southeastern face of I ronbound - a kind 
of mysterious dignity enshrouding the fli ght of thes e dar k, long- necked, 
silent bi r ds . No isy Ospreys enlivened the t rip with their hi gh- pitched 
cackling, fr equently flying close to the boat . A number of pairs of t he se 
l arge fish-hawks nested on the islands in the bay, and some of these bulky 
consp icuous nests we r e invariably pointed out by the natur e- guide . Herring 
Gulls were a l ways s een in gr eat er or l e ss numbers , a l ar ge numb er of them 
congr egating on the Hop Island whe r e they nested in early summer . Gr eat 
Blue Herons, Sandpipe r s , noisy Common Ter ns, Crows, Ba ld Eag l es , and a f ew 
other species we r e obs erved by some of the groups . 

At time s a school of sleek bl ack Por pois e wou l d be sighted, and , in 
mid- August, thr ee or four of the gr oups were favor ed by seeing a Humpback 
Whal e in the i mmed i at e r egion of the Porcupine Isl ands . The big cetac ean 
first made its a ppear ance on August 10 and was s een thereafter on thir t e en 
consecutive days . At suns et, on August 14, two l aunche s beari ng 75 members 
of the Appa l achian Mount ain Club - a speci a l Natura list's Sea Cr uise party -
came upon the whal e near Ba ld Rock a nd watchod it spout and br each - a 
memorable exhibiti on. 

- Arthur Stupka 
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WOODLAND JU~PING MOUSE AT .ACADIA 

During the night of Augus t 24, while trapping f or small mammals, a 
specimen of the Woodland Jumping Mouse (Napaeozapus insignis ) was taken. 
This genus is a.pparently previously unreported for Mount Desert Isl and ; fo r 
no reference t~ it is found in the list of nat ive marrumals of Acadi a Nati onal 
Par k prepared by Ver non Bailey a f ew year s ago , nor is i t included in the 
va ri ous studi es of the Univer sity of Maine's Summe r Biological St ation on the 
f auna of Mt . Desert Is l and that appear ed in the Maine Natur a list f r om time to 
t ime . 

The mouse , taken in a trap bai t ed with bacon, was an adult mal e 
measuring a total of 220 millimeters (body 83 mm . , t ail 137 mm . ) . The 
l ocality at which it was secured is a mixed woods of oak , maple, birch, and 
aspen just beyond the gr assy tundra east of Champl ain Mountain . The mouse 
was t r upped u.t t he edge of the woods whe r e it me r ges with the ea s t ern side 
of the tundr a , and whe r e the woodl and f l oor is densely covered with wild 
r ose , meadowsweet and l ong gr as ses . Ther e is appar ent l y some drainage from 
nearby so that the location appear s moderately drunp. At this same l ocation 
t he Hud son Bay Jumping Mouse , Short - tai l ed Jhr ew and Bonaparte '~Veasel we r e 
also secur ed . 

- M. L. Brani n , Ranger-Naturali st 
Ass t . Profes sor of Biology 
John Carr oll University 

THE SEASON 

The fi rst signs of autumn come in mid-August when dashes of co l or 
gl orify the r ed map l es , fir eweed and thistle begin to displ ay their silvery 
phunes , and masses of goldenr ods line the highways. It is then that the 
s qu irre l s begin cutting gr een pine cones , beech nuts, and the paired seeds 
or keys of the moosewood . 

Dr outh - Rar ely does Maine experi ence a dr outh as severe as the dr outh 
of July-August. Leave s colored early, the blueberry ~r op was the poorest 
i n year s , extens ive stands of bra cken and other fe r ns dri ed up, mushrooms 
were absent from our woodl ands , tr ee frogs were silent, and streams and 
ponds became unusua l ly l ow . The welcome r a ins of August 28 , 29, and 30 fe ll 
on parched fields and woodl a nds and brought much r e li ef . 

Two Shrubs - In mid- July the Red-berri ed Elder (Sambu~us r a cemosa ) 
and in mi d- Augu st the Mountll in Ho lly (Nemopanthus mucr onata) become tho 
mos t att r act i ve of tho native shrub s of Acadia Nat ional Par le. The forme r 
beaut ifi e s the highways with its dense berry- cluster s whil e the l atter is 
at its best on the mount ain summits. 

- A. S . 

- 7 -


