














THE LURE OF THE LIGHTHOUSE BEACON 

1That kinds of birds meet death by 
flying into the lighthouse beacons along 
the Maine coast? 

In an effort to answer this question 

dY)0 

I enlisted the aid of the Lighthouse Service. 
Early in the year Mr . Thomus Sampson, 
Assistant Superintendent of Lighthouses at o 
Portland, Maine, expreJsed his eagerness to 
cooperate in the undertaking, and from him I 
received the names, stations, and addresses 
of 15 lighthouse keepers along a stretch of 

\ 11>2 mo,le5 ruggfld and very irregular coast extending 
Q \ from Libby Islands Light Station, Machias 

\ Buy, to and including Marshall Point Light 
Station at Port Clyde. This r epr esents an 

\. \lilt 0 �e�~�t� airline distance of over 100 miles, the center 
Ro:h of which is near Mount Desert Island, the 

home of Acadia National Park. 

In order to facilitate the mailing of dead birds which were found by the 
lighthouse keepers in the immediate vicinity of the light, addressed government 
tags were furnished, and the keepers were instructed to mail the packages at 
their earliest convenience. Copies of a so-called "information sheet" were also 
furnished, and the men were urged to fill this out and send it on in the same 
mail. Among the questions asked on this sheet wer e the following: 

Date when birds wore found 
Place whore birds were found 
Kind of weather and wind direction when birds were killed 
Steadiness and color of light 
Distance light is visible. 

On May 11 a package containing 32 dead birds was 
r eceived from Mr. George W. York, keeper of Mount 
Desert Light. The small rocky isle on which this 
light is built, one of the most isolated light
houses on the entire Atlantic coast, lies l7! 
miles southward of Mount Desert Island and 22 
miles from the mainland. Its gray granite tower, 
58 f eet high supports a revolving white light 
(see cover illustration) which is visible 14 miles 
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away. The birds which met death by flying into the light on the nights of May 5, 
6, and 7 were as follows: 

Savannah Sparrows 23 
Yellow Palm Warbl ors 4 
Myrtle Warblers 2 
Chimney Swift 1 
S·wamp Sparrow 1 
Hermit Thrush 1 

On the nights of May 15, 16, and 17 more birds were lured to their death by this 
solitary r evolving beacon. These were a s follows: 

2 Savannah Sparrows 
~hite-throated Sparrows 2 
Nashville Warbler 1 
Magnolia Warb l er 1 
Yellow Warbler 1 
Leach's Petrel 
Hermit Thrush 
Flicker 
Purple Finch 
Northern Phalarope 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

On the night of May 14 a SVlamp Sparrow and a Northern Yollowthroat crashed 
into the light on Monhegan Island. This lighthouse, 50 or 60 miles southwest of 
Mount Desert Island, li es nine miles off the mainland at the eastern entrance to 
Muscongus Bay. Its fixed white light, 178 feet above the sea, is varied every 
minute by a white flash. 

Libby Islands Lighthouse, the easternmost p6mary light station in the 
United States, stands in the middle of the entrance to Machias Bay. Its fixed 
white light, elevat ed 91 feet above the wat er, is visibl e for 15 miles. On the 
morning of May 17 Mr . H. H. vYass, lighthouse keeper, found the following dead 
birds at the foot of the tower: 

Northern Parula Warblers 2 
Blackburnian Warbler 1 
Bl ack-throated Groen ~arblcr 1 
Blackpoll Warbler 1 
Yellow Palm Warbler 1 
Swamp Sparrow 1 

On the morning of May 17 a \Vhite-throated Sparrow and one Northern Yellow
throat wer E} found at the foot of Matinicus Rock Lighthouse tower by Mr. R. V~·. 

Powers , the lighthouse keeper. This lighthous e stands to the south of Penobscot 
Bay, about 40 miles B'outhwest of Mount Desert Island. Its light, a fl ashing 
white , is visible for 15 miles. 

Y~at wil l the autumn migration of birds bring? We are eager to find out. 
The lighthouse keepers have cooperated very woll, and it is hoped they will con
tinue to sond in all birds which lose thei r lives at the beacon:=;. Though the 
story is one of tragedy, at the same time it is fascinating to contemplate. In 
the night a bird loses its life by crashing into a light whose peacon plays over 
the r estless sea . Where did the: winged creature come from? For where was it 
bound? 

- 6 - - Arthur Stupka 
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IN THE FIELD 

In the shallow water at the south end of the Tarn a number of bull-frogs 
have been feasting to a considerable extent upon the small killifish (Fundulus 
diaphanus) which maneuver about in compact schools. The big amphibians, sitting 
partly submerged in the water, suddenly dive into the finny multitud3. A post 
mortem examination of one of the larger frogs revealed its stomach to be greatly 
distended with killifish . Great blue herons, kingfishers, herring gulls, 
bitterns, and possibly other birds, apparently attracted by the large number of 
small fishes, come to the Tarn to feed. Of necessity, in Natur~ where there is 
much life there is also much death. The levelling forces crop us everywhere . 

On June 12 ·Messrs. Farley, Hickey, and Herbert, ornithologists from New 
York , found a nest and two eggs of the Black Guillemot high up in a crevice on 
Otter Cliffs. This record equals the earliest breeding record for the state of 
Maine according to F. H. Forbush ( "The Birds of Massachusetts and other New 
England States") who quotes the authority. Mr. A. C. Bent. Ten days later the 
birds were still incubating the large greenish-blue heavily-spotted eggs. 

On June 14 a party of CCC 
workers from the Southwest Harbor 
Camp discovered the body of a 
very young vVhite-tail fawn in 
the region of Hall Quarry . 
Apparently the animal had been 
dead when born, no marks of 
any sort being present on it. 
From the tip of the nose to the 
root of the tail the fawn measured l5i 
inches. So ungainly did its long slender 
legs make it appear that I carefully measured 
all the body parts, reduced the figures to 
one-fourth actual size, and then drew the 
outline which appears on the right. The 
young of all hoofed animals are character
ized by very long legs. 

Two or three days previous to this 
discovery a healthy albino 1lhite-tail fawn 
was found in the park by a CCC crew from 
the Eagle Lake Camp. 

- A.S. 
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