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Getting high on life comes with a hefty price
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Attorney
defends
suspect’s
character
By Mario Moretto
MEC Staff

Search and rescue workers from Penobscot Nation Fire Department look for a missing student in the Stillwater River Saturday.

even further down,” Bowie
said. “That makes the most
sense to me, because how
could he get core cold like
that? If you’re walking, you’re
going to stay pretty warm.”
“At some point in time,
I believe – now, this is conjecture – he might have been
lying down somewhere for
a while and got really cold,”
Bowie said. “If the ground is
50 degrees to his 98.6, he’s
going to be cooling off.”

The defense attorney representing the man charged in
connection with the death of
University of Maine student
Jordyn Bakley believes his client is not a person who would
leave the scene of an accident
without calling the police.
Garrett Cheney, 22, of
South Berwick, was charged
with manslaughter, leaving the
scene of a crime and aggravated
operating under the influence
when he turned himself in to
state police in Orono on April
16. The Maine State Police
Crime Laboratory said pieces
of debris found at the scene
of Bakley’s death on Middle
Street matched Cheney’s 2003
Chevrolet Silverado.
According to court documents, several witnesses placed
Cheney on Middle Street before
the young woman died. He was
also involved in an accident in
Etna around 3:30 a.m. on Jan.
30, when he drove his truck off
Interstate 95 and hit a tree.
While he has yet to see all
the evidence the state will put
forward, Biddeford-based OUI
attorney William Bly — who
will represent Cheney in
court— said his client called
the police when he crashed his
truck in Etna.
“That is not consistent with
someone that would run down
a young woman and leave her
at the side of the road and not
call the police,” Bly said. According to an April 17 post, Bly
told duiattorney.com that this is
a case of mistaken identity.
Penobscot County District
Attorney Chris Almy, the prosecutor in Cheney’s case, said
he wasn’t sure if Cheney called
the police, but that he knew
someone else did make a call.
“The police were called by a

See Gilmore on A4

See Bly on A3

Staff photo by Rebekah Doherty

Doctor explains student’s behavior, mindset
Gilmore had his cell phone, wallet taken away before beginning initiation ritual
By Michael Shepherd
MEC Staff

A University of Maine student who went missing for
more than eight hours Saturday morning during a fraternity initiation process had
no sense of how long he had
been outside, according to the
director of the team that coordinated the search.
Dr. Richard Bowie, director of operations for the Down
East Emergency Medicine Institute, said when junior finan-

cial economics student Joshua
Gilmore was seen emerging
from a wooded area near the
Steam Plant parking lot just
before 2:30 p.m — eight hours
after beginning the ritual —
his body temperature was between 93 and 94 degrees.
Bowie said when Gilmore
emerged, “halfway up his body
was covered in mud” from being immersed in the Stillwater
River near the Steam Plant lot
and various wetlands between
the Sigma Chi Heritage House
and Stillwater Avenue. Tem-

peratures in Orono reached
lows of 37 degrees on April
17. with a small amount of
snow.
The student’s confusion
was one sign of mild to moderate hypothermia, Bowie said.
“He was not alert of the
time. He thought he’d only
been out there an hour and
a half,” Bowie said. “He did
not know the helicopter was
searching for him.”
Bowie said a witness saw
Gilmore cross Stillwater Avenue in Old Town at least once.

He said the time Gilmore was
missing seemed to be too long
for the ground the student
covered.
“The thing I just don’t understand is that someone who
was that cold and wet would
have made the decision to
self-rescue,” Bowie said. The
doctor said Gilmore’s hypothermia symptoms could have
been expedited by a period of
exhaustion.
“Maybe he slept for a while
somewhere in a cold, wet condition and that could take him

Mitchell says
UMaine is key
to state growth

Professor stuck
in Europe after
volcano erupts

By Michael Shepherd
MEC Staff

By Mario Moretto
MEC Staff
Faculty

Libby Mitchell believes the
University of Maine System
is front and
center in the
future
of
Maine’s economic development. President of the
Maine Senate
and longtime
state legislator,
Mitchell said the
Mitchell
legislature’s
support of the system has always
been strong.
“Research and development
is certainly key to the new economy,” said Mitchell, a DemoSee Mitchell on A3

Photo by Travis Hall for The Maine Campus

Jim Rose of Rose Bike in Orono assists shoppers at Sunday’s Great Maine Bike Swap, put on by the Bicycle Coalition of Maine. The swap, which took place from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at UMaine’s Student Recreation and Fitness Center,
featured mountain, road and hybrid bikes, along with children’s bikes and accessories.

After her flight out of London was canceled
because of the volcanic ash cloud clogging the
airspace between England and the United States,
a University of Maine journalism professor has a
plan to get back to Orono.
Sunny Hughes left the country April 11 to
speak at the Surveillance and Society Conference in London. She and her husband, Christopher Ross, were scheduled to leave Sunday. As
of Wednesday night local time, Hughes and Ross
were on a train from London to Paris, where they
plan to rent a car, drive to Madrid and catch a
flight to Bangor on April 26.
The April 14 ash explosion from the Icelandic
volcano Eyjafjallajoküll has stranded airline passengers in more than 20 European countries, according to media reports. Flights within the European continent resumed as of Sunday, but Hughes
said the reports about flights from London’s
Heathrow Airport are exaggerated.
See Hughes on A3
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Students to work, live in Japan Senate confirms
new executives

JET Programme
brings graduates
to island nation

By Mario Moretto
MEC Staff

By Michael Shepherd
MEC Staff

Whether it’s Nintendo,
Pokemon, Hello Kitty, sushi or
anime, most Americans have
been brought up on elements of
Japanese popular culture.
For two University of Maine
students — senior English student Joseph Kester and senior
journalism and new media student Eryk Salvaggio — these
were not just passing childhood
fancies. At some point in both
of their lives, they decided to
pursue their interest in Japanese language and culture.
The students have been
accepted into the Japanese
Exchange and Teaching Programme — a yearlong Japanese
government program in which
college graduates are given
salaries upward of $38,000,
housing and a free plane ticket
to Japan to fulfill one of three
designated duties.
From 2009 to 2010, 871
of 1,586 JET first-years were
from the United States, according to the program. Kester said
about 5,500 people applied for
this year. Ninety percent of
hires will be assistant language
teachers, or ALTs — placed
mainly in public schools or on
boards of education.
Salvaggio, a columnist and
former editor-in-chief for The
Maine Campus, will fill one of
those positions, but doesn’t yet
know in what part of the country he’ll be.
“I know I’ll be placed in a
Japanese high school and work
as an assistant to a native Japanese English teacher. My job
is to talk to the kids, to help
them speak and hear English
in a conversational way, while
working as a kind of cultural
ambassador for the States,”
Salvaggio wrote in an e-mail.
The students’ interviews
took place at the Consulate
General of Japan’s office in
Boston. According to Kester,
the interview was about a halfhour long. He had to read two
Japanese “newspaper articlelike samples” to a panel and
was then questioned in English
about his background. He said
teaching applicants are expected to give a mock lesson in
simple English.
“They want to make sure
you’re a qualified, outgoing and
flexible person,” Kester said.
Kester is one of 10 percent
of hires to be placed as a coordinator for international relations. CIRs work to assist local
government offices in international exchange activities.
“I can carry on a conversation about just about anything,”
Kester said. “I’m fluent enough
that I’m going to be getting a
job possibly doing translation

Courtesy photo

Joe Kester stands in front of Hirosaki Castle, Hirosaki’s most famous landmark, during his first
week in Japan in April 2008.

in a city hall.”
Neither Kester, of Auburn,
nor Salvaggio, of Bangor, had
the opportunity to formally
study Japanese in high school.
Both students have exhausted
UMaine’s limited Japanese
language course offerings, but
said they picked up the language through less traditional
avenues as well.
After preliminary and interdisciplinary studies of the
language at UMaine in his first
two years, Kester saw a flier
seeking English-speaking conversation partners for Hirosaki
University students studying
American language and culture
at UMaine as part of an intensive three-week course.
“I ended up loving it — talking with them and hearing what
they had to say and learning
something about Hirosaki and
Japan,” Kester said. “That was
probably the biggest motivation that sent me off. Right after that, I looked into studying
abroad.”
Two years ago, Kester spent
a year abroad at Hirosaki University, located in the northern

prefecture of Aomori. He said
the first thing he noticed in Japan was how compact cities
and towns were – the first visible difference he saw between
there and Maine.
“A 30-minute walk would
get you all the way from the
edge of town, where I was, to
the train station downtown.
Obviously, if you have a bike,
everything goes even faster,”
Kester said.
Salvaggio has never been to
Japan, but wrote that his grandfather triggered his curiosity
about the country.
“I’ve wanted to go to Japan
since I was a kid, when my
grandfather was working as an
engineer in Hokkaido,” Salvaggio said. “I basically only knew
my grandfather from postcards
and coins from Japan when I
was little, and ever since, I’ve
had an enormous appreciation
and emotional connection to
the country.”
Salvaggio is happy to be realizing his dream, but said his
proficiency with the language
is less than ideal.
“I could probably introduce myself and order food at
a restaurant at this stage. My
conversational skills are pretty meager,” Salvaggio wrote.
“For my position, the program
says you don’t need to speak
any Japanese for the job, which
is good news for me.”
He said even though
UMaine’s program is largely
interdisciplinary and “self-

study,” it helps students gain
interest in a culture different
from their own.
“It just sort of works that
practicing the language facilitates this miniature cultural
immersion. I don’t know if
that’s the point of the program,
or what, but it seems like it
works,” Salvaggio wrote.
But it wasn’t language
courses that were the driving
force behind his application for
JET.
“Oddly enough, the biggest
factor for applying to JET was
Jeff Goolsby in the art department. He teaches a class called
Japanese Cinema, and when I
approached him with questions
about teaching abroad in Japan
he had a lot of great ideas,” Salvaggio wrote.
Kester said his basic training in the language at UMaine
helped him, but it paled in comparison to his real-life experience in Japan. He said he didn’t
really get to know the language
until he went to Japan.
“Once I was there and starting to be able to speak it every
day — that’s obviously a huge
motivation to learn it,” he said.
“That’s how you have to survive.”
The cultural differences between Maine and Japan, Kester
said, are “too many to list.”
“It’s still very much a culture steeped in tradition, a culture of respect. There’s a very
clear hierarchy within Japanese
culture and society — even in
high school and college,” Kester said.
Kester said he joined an
outdoor exploration club open
only to juniors and seniors
within his first two weeks in
Hirosaki. Seniors, he said, ran
the show.
“They basically have every
right to talk down to you and
tell you to do things and you
have to do them and be polite
to them and not talk back,”
Kester said. Despite the differences, Kester said he made
many friends and contacts in
Japan and had a wonderful time
there.
“Going through all of this
experience, it seemed like kind
of a waste to not go back, at
least to do something and give
back and be able to utilize my
Japanese language abilities,”
Kester said.
“Joe and I have really different backgrounds and skills,”
Salvaggio said. “He’s way
ahead of me on the language.
But it seems like we’re both
highly motivated to learn things
on our own.”
Kester and Salvaggio are two
of approximately 750 American college grads accepted to
the JET Programme.

General Student Senate on
Tuesday confirmed the appointments of next year’s Vice President of Student Organizations
and Vice President of Financial
Affairs.
Student Government President Brian Harris appointed
Giang Vo, a junior accounting
student, for VPFA and Anthony
Ortiz, a junior civil and environmental engineering student, for
VPSO. The appointment of both
candidates passed with no dissenting votes.
Beginning next semester,
Vo will be responsible for the
roughly $750,000 budget of Student Government Inc. She is currently the VPFA for Residents on
Campus, the organization with
the second largest budget on
campus, after Student Government. She has also served as the
treasurer for the International
Student Association.
Current VPFA Justin Labonte
said Vo’s stint with ROC gave
her experience in allocating
money and that her experience
with ISA gave her the perspective of organizations that will
come to Student Government
for money.
“She has a unique perspective from being on both sides
of the table,” Labonte said. He
also said what Vo learned from a
class on governmental and nonprofit accounting would aid Vo
in executing the duties of VPFA,
which include not only reviewing applications for funding, but
maintaining a balanced budget.
Anthony Ortiz, brother of
long-standing Sen. Alex Ortiz, was praised with sparkling
recommendations from both
Harris and current VPSO Samantha Shulman. Aside from
his work as president of Sigma
Phi Epsilon and in Sophomore
Owls, Anthony Ortiz has been
President of the Latin American
Student Organization and sat on
the Council of the Class of 2012,
according to a statement by Harris.
Shulman informed senate of

Anthony Ortiz’s list of explicit
goals for success in the position
of VPSO. Anthony Ortiz said he
would strive to increase student
outreach; update the website to
allow student organizations to
fill out paperwork online; create
and maintain relationships with
representative boards and community organizations; increase
policy understanding, including the creation of a “how-to”
website with information on organize and run a student organization; reinforce the relationship
between student organizations
and Student Government; increase communication between
Student Government and organizations; and increase membership and interest in student
organizations.

•••

In other GSS business:
• Janet Waldron, UMaine’s
vice president for administration and finance, spoke to senate about current budget projections. She told senate that while
fiscal year 2011 is projected to
include a 5.3 percent tuition-fee
increase for on-campus students
and the elimination of 53 fulltime equivalent positions, “We
try to minimize the effect, as
much as possible, on students.”
• President Harris appointed
Sean Edwards as tech manager
and Jamie Crawford as the director for external affairs. Jon
Allen was sworn in as a new
senator.
• Senate passed a resolution
to allocate $1,400 to the Interfraternity Council for Maine
Day events.
• Preliminary recognition
was granted to the Cybersecurity Team.
• A resolution to “acknowledge the University of Maine
administration’s effort to respond to student objections
over the preliminary Academic
Program Prioritizaion Working
Group Report” was sent to the
Administrative and Academic
Policy Committee for review.
• Freshman political science
student Ryan Gavin resigned
from his seat on the General Student Senate.

Senator’s resignation has
GSS questioning its identity
By Mario Moretto
MEC Staff

Amidst heated discussion
and raised tension, Ryan Gavin
resigned his seat on the General
Student Senate near the end of
the body’s Tuesday meeting.
“I have tried for months to
give my expertise to this organization,” Gavin said during the
meeting. “Some of it has been
received well and some of it
hasn’t. But there comes a point
when something is a waste of
one’s time, and I have reached
that point.”
Until recently, Gavin was the
parliamentarian for GSS. During
his tenure, he tried to enforce parliamentary procedure as is written
in Robert’s Rules of Order, the
text that nominally governs the
way GSS business is conducted.
Gavin’s tendency to enforce the
rules on a body that could be resistant to observing the letter of
the law frustrated some senators.
“Robert’s Rules is put in there
to make sure it’s not just chaos,”
said President Brian Harris.
“We’ve used them in the past,
but not in all situations because
we’ve adapted to our environment. We’ve seen this year that
when people don’t know Robert’s Rules and some are trying to
use them and some aren’t, it can
be distracting for the meeting.
That’s where some of the frustration is coming from.”
Ryan said he didn’t think an
expectation to follow what he perceived to be the rules of the senate should frustrate senators. According to Gavin, senators were
resistant to observing the rules
because “change requires people
to read, and to participate.”
“It was clear and evident to
me last night that almost everybody who has an influential voice
in that body has a fundamental
misunderstanding of how the
body is supposed to be structured,” Gavin said. “They don’t
understand the rules.”
“I understand that he was frustrated with the process,” said Sen.
Nate Wildes. “I think it reached a

critical point for him, and I think
there is a fundamental difference
of perspective and opinion on
what GSS is and what it should
be.”
According to Wildes, Student
Government is a “representative body” of undergraduates at
UMaine. He said its role is to be
a funnel through which students’
opinions are made known to the
faculty, staff and administration
at the university and system level.
He also said its role is to continue
to provide services to activity-fee
paying students, such as legal
services, student entertainment
and more.
But Wildes said he thinks
some senators have more political goals for the organization.
“Student Government does
not, as an organization, effect policy across UMaine. We influence
it by funneling student input, concerns and passions,” Wildes said.
“Faculty Senate is a political organization. They have direct control over decisions being made at
the university level. Student Government doesn’t have that control
over decision-making. We are a
focused, activist group on behalf
of the student body.”
Gavin said it’s not enough
only to inform decision makers
of students’ opinions.
“I think Student Government
should have two equal priorities,”
Gavin said. “One is the responsible allocation of student money.”
The other is “the accurate and responsible and professional representation of student opinion, and
action on behalf of students,” he
said.
Gavin said Student Government should work directly with
decision makers to pass resolutions with the seal of approval
from those in power. In this way,
Gavin said Student Government
can affect change.
The difference between these
two views, one of Student Government as a mouthpiece for the
student body and the other as its
activist arm, is not a cause for
See Gavin on A3
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Mitchell

from Page A1
cratic candidate for governor. university and community col“The Maine people have always lege system must be more transagreed. We’ve tried to pull down ferrable to make a transition to
federal money for research on a four-year university easier for
offshore wind. A lot is going on prospective students.
at Orono.”
Mitchell said Gov. John BalThe candidate cited UMaine’s dacci and the Maine Legislature
Advanced Engineering Wood have been through hard economComposites Center’s work on ic times but have put the state in
offshore wind as a way public a good position to bounce back
education and business have part- through intelligent cuts and realnered in Maine, but said more of location of funds.
this type of work is necessary.
“We’ve used the crisis, if you
“The business community will, to make some structural
needs to be more forthcoming changes that are going to help
with working with the university our state grow in the future,”
to talk about what they need and Mitchell said. “If you Google
we need to be nimble,” Mitchell and see the budget difficulties of
said. “The university also needs other states in this country, you
to be more entrepreneurial in will be very, very impressed with
looking at what are the rising how Maine has handled this difneeds in the next decade or so.”
ficult time.”
Mitchell, an attorney from
Mitchell said she has camVassalboro, a town of approxi- paigned in every county in the
mately 4,000 outside Augusta, state. She said Mainers are first
believes a small business-friend- and foremost concerned about
ly atmosphere will keep college job availability in the state.
graduates in the state for work.
“But not once do they want
She said access to college to sacrifice the quality and the
loan repayment and clusters of beauty of Maine to get there.
businesses that interest students They also value our environment
are ways to atand our contract students.
servation, and
The
canthey’re looking
didate
also
for new ideas,”
“We have to keep
praised the Fossaid.
educating and push- Mitchell
ter Center for
“They’re pretty
ing the envelope.”
Student Innovasophisticated.
tion as an enterThey
underprise trying to
stand
that
the
Libby Mitchell
get Maine busirecession
was
Democratic candidate for
nesses to think
governor not caused by
creatively.
Maine.”
“I
have
Mitchell
talked to entreconceived
a
preneurs who are making busi- bill in fall 2009 called “An Act
nesses grow even in this reces- to Prevent the Spread of H1N1.”
sion,” Mitchell said. “Businesses The original bill would have reare innovating all the time, and quired all Maine businesses to
students are very much a part of provide paid sick days to emthat.”
ployees. Mitchell withdrew a
She believes smaller campus- watered-down version of the bill
es within the University of Maine in March after staunch opposiSystem are economic drivers for tion from many in the business
communities and does not be- community.
lieve Maine’s seven university
“No one was willing, from
campuses and seven community the business community, to talk
college campuses are too many. about the issue. They just didn’t
She believes all campuses should want it, and they joined forces to
be “mission-driven.”
kill it, unfortunately,” Mitchell
“When you grow two sepa- said. “I think they were able to
rate systems without any sys- convince most legislators that
tematic way of communicating this would kill jobs, whereas I
— yes, there are always lapses in saw it as a public health issue.”
the ability to work together. We
Mitchell, the only woman
need to find a better way to make in American history to serve as
that happen,” Mitchell said.
speaker of the Maine House of
Mitchell called Maine’s com- Representatives and president of
munity college system the “low- the Senate, is a vocal supporter
cost entry point” to higher edu- of gay marriage and was encourcation for many Maine people.
aged by the support at the polls
“We need 40,000 more college in favor of Question 1 in the Nograduates in the next 10 years or vember 2009 referendum, which
so because we simply are creat- lost the popular vote.
ing these new jobs in Maine that
“Women’s right to vote or
demand education beyond high blacks’ right to fully participate
school,” Mitchell said.
in society — those things didn’t
Mitchell said although she happen overnight. So we have to
wasn’t sure if the University of keep educating and pushing the
Maine System is more expen- envelope, and I know the progsive than the average American ress that was made on this is exinstitution, she said Maine’s per traordinarily important,” Mitchcapita income is disproportion- ell said.
ately low when compared to the
Mitchell said this sort of riskcost of tuition.
taking legislation is something
“We certainly want to keep she never shies away from. Her
tuition down, but we also want to government experience, she said,
make sure that there is adequate is not a prerequisite for leaderfinancial aid — meaningful fi- ship, but familiarizes her with
nancial aid — for those students political life in Augusta.
who simply cannot afford it. It
“I don’t see why it is a detriis critical to make sure that our ment to know something about
Maine students can go to the uni- the job you’re taking on because
versity,” she said.
the governor not only has to lead,
She said credits between the which is No. 1, but also has to

Bly

from Page A1
motorist who had been following
this guy and was concerned that
he was all over the road,” Almy
said. Court documents do not reveal who placed the call, but stated that when a state trooper responded to the accident, Cheney
was not at the scene. He was
picked up later that morning at a
local Irving station and charged
with OUI.
Bly also said he is concerned

Gavin

from Page A2
concern for Harris, who heads
the organization.

with the level of media coverage
Bakley’s death and Cheney’s
subsequent arrest have received.
“I have defended cases similar to this, but not with the same
type of notoriety or press coverage,” Bly said. “I would certainly hope that people aren’t too
quick to rush to judgment. These
are just the accusations. The presumption of innocence has to
remain.”
Cheney is currently free on a
$50,000 surety until his first court
appearance at Penobscot County
Judicial Center on May 20.
“I wouldn’t say there’s a division,” Harris said. “We all have
the same vision of what we’d like
to do, which is improving student
life as best we can. Some people
just differ on how we get there.”

Correction...
The Maine Campus welcomes corrections or clarifications to its articles. Please e-mail all such content to
eic@mainecampus.com. Errors in opinion articles will
be corrected on the opinion pages.
In the April 19, 2010 issue of The Maine Campus, an
A1 photo caption misstated the age of Garrett Cheney.
He is 22, not 20 years old.

Police
Beat

oz. of marijuana total. All six
people claimed responsibility
for the marijuana. Gordon Merrick, 18, Orono; Kevin Foley,
18, Orono; Joseph Coppolino,
19, Orono; Andrew Katon, 18,
Orono; Andrew Cummings, 18,
Saco; and James O’Neil, 18,
Saco, were charged with possession of a usable amount of
marijuana.

Mystery injury
Police were called to investigate a report of two intoxicated
people in the Stodder Parking Lot at 11:55 p.m. April 16.
A male, Kevin Donohue, 20,
Orono, had a cut on his arm.
Police are unsure if he received
the injury from falling or from
some other incident. He was
charged with possession of alcohol by a minor by consumption and transported to Saint
Joseph Hospital for his injuries
and extreme intoxication. The
female, Sarah Sullivan, 19, was
also charged with possession of
alcohol by a minor by consumption and escorted back to her
room. At about the same time,

Rum running
Officers were directed to
Cumberland Hall to interview
students at 3:33 a.m. April 18.
During the investigation, an
officer found four underage
people and a bottle of rum inside a room. The room resident,
Dehvin Trussell, 20, claimed
ownership of the alcohol and
was charged with possession
of alcohol by a minor. Two students were referred to Judicial
Affairs. One non-student was
not charged.

The best from Orono, Old
Town and UMaine’s finest

police received a report of vandalism to a vehicle in the parking lot; the side mirror had been
broken. Police are investigating
to see if these cases are related.
In it together
Officers patrolling Hilltop
Parking Lot detected the odor
of burning marijuana that led
them to a parked vehicle at 4:55
a.m. April 20. They observed
six people smoking marijuana
inside and asked them to exit
the vehicle while they searched
the inside for drugs and paraphernalia. Officer found several marijuana cigarettes and
two small bags of marijuana,
containing approximately .5

Smoke signals to beer
Public Safety received a
report of a person smoking
marijuana outside Oxford Hall
at 2:45 a.m. April 18. Officers

A3

dispatched to the hall found
Sean Higgins, 18, Orono, who
was not smoking marijuana.
While talking to him, officers
could smell a strong odor of
alcohol. In his backpack, they
found four cans of Pabst Blue
Ribbon. He was identified and
charged with possession of alcohol by a minor.
Oxford interception
A Resident Assistant of
Oxford Hall intercepted four
people carrying two bottles of
Mike’s Hard Lemonade and
called police to the scene at
1:20 a.m. April 18. No one took
ownership of the alcohol, but
the two residents of the group
admitted to drinking alcohol
and showed signs of intoxication. As a result, Spencer Assiff,
18, and Alexander Ferland, 18,
were charged with possession
of alcohol by a minor. The two
non-students with them were
escorted off campus by police.
Compiled by
Aislinn Sarnacki
For The Maine Campus

Photo by Corey Butler for The Maine Campus

Runners, joggers and walkers participate in the Healthy High 5k on Tuesday. The event promoted physical activity over drug use.

Hughes

from Page A1
“Most of the flights going
out of there are all special purpose, for people who are really
vulnerable,” Hughes said in a
telephone interview. She said
staying in London on the assumption her flight would be
cleared for takeoff would have
been a gamble.
Hughes first heard of the Iceland volcanic eruption from a
colleague at the conference. After she verified the cancellation
for herself, she was worried.
“My first thought was the
kids,” Hughes said. She has two
sons, 11 and 8 years old, who
were with a babysitter. She arranged for a friend to pick up the
kids and watch them until she

could return, saying it was hard
“trying to explain to an 8-yearold that a volcano was keeping
us in London. He thought we
were joking.”
Hughes is teaching two upper-level journalism courses
this semester, which colleagues
at the university have taken over
in her absence. She hopes students will use the volcanic explosion and its effect on world
travel as a learning opportunity.
“In some ways, this may
have been fun for them, to see
the international response to
this story,” Hughes said. “On
this continent, it’s a national
emergency. It’s a little strange
to be from the U.S. — I don’t
think people there see it as a big
deal.”
The professor noted the use
of social media in keeping up-

to-date on the latest volcano and
flight schedule news while attempting to find a way home.
“I used Twitter and Facebook a lot, and this is another
one of those examples where in
an emergency people are connectng through social media,”
she said. “Beyond the people
we met in real life, people have
been incredibly helpful on social media sites.”
Hughes is quick to point out
that other travelers have it far
worse than she and her husband
do. She said there are people
who have been sleeping on cots
in the airports for five days. But
while she is keeping things in
perspective, she said the delay
has taken a toll on her emotionally and financially.
A high international phone
bill racked up while trying to

schedule a flight out of any airport that still had planes in the
air and the extra cost of food,
lodging and travel for her extended stay in Europe were all
paid out of pocket.
Now that she has a plan and
can see the light at the end of
the tunnel, Hughes is trying to
make the most of the time she
has left in the Old World.
“I’m enjoying [my time in
Europe] now that we have a plan
to fly out of Madrid on Monday,
but I can’t say I’ve been enjoying myself the whole time,” she
said.
She said there were many
moments where her husband
had to comfort her when she
worried about her classes, kids
and dog. “We’ve been through a
lot of hell for the last few days,”
she said.

STUDENT LEGAL SERVICES
157 MEMORIAL UNION 581-1789

DRUGS & FINANCIAL AID

Federal law suspends federal student aid eligibility upon the conviction of any
offense involving the sale or possession of illegal drugs. If you are convicted of
possessing or selling drugs, you will lose your federal aid eligibility and be required
to pay back all the federal aid received after your conviction.

Student Legal Services
provides free legal
services to full-time
undergraduates.
Walk-ins or call ahead
appointments accepted.

Funded by Student Government
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Students finally cream professor

American Marketing Association rakes in $140 through messy, delicious fundraiser
“I don’t know if it’s really
winning,” joked Emily Antonico, a member of AMA.
The event brought in apA crowd of excited faculty
and students swarmed around proximately $140 in the past
Jason Harkins, buzzing like pa- week. AMA members collected
parazzi, snapping photographs donations from students walkand giving him celebrity-status ing through DPC and professors who were titillated by the
cheers.
Onlookers leaned over the prospect of a pie being thrown
balcony on the second floor in the face of a colleague.
“They [professors] all want
of Donald P. Corbett Business
Building eyeing Harkins, who to throw their hat into it,” Ansat in the lobby covered with tonico said.
Donators also had the
a blue towel. Crowd members
held their breath in anticipa- chance to participate. For each
tion as Katherine Deegan filled dollar they gave, they received
a pie tin with a mountain of a raffle ticket for a chance to be
the one to throw the pie.
whipped cream.
“It’s totally worth the investMoments later, the pie was
ment,” said Deegan, a member
in his face.
As he cleaned up, the crowd of AMA and last year’s raffle
dispersed to Wednesday noon- winner.
AMA uses the donations for
time classes while a few straggroup events
glers snapped
around camlast-minute picpus throughout
tures on cam“It’s our last fundraiser. the year. In the
era phones.
past the group
“I’m glad
It’s great because
has
worked
I intelligently
everyone has this
with local busichose whipped
nesses,
like
cream,” said
pent up energy.”
Harvest Moon
Harkins,
a
Deli in Orono,
professor
of
Katherine Deegan when they conmanagement
American Marketing ducted a surin the busiAssociation member vey to improve
ness school. As
foot traffic for
he wiped the
the company.
whipped cream
They have also
from his face,
he jokingly tried to hug a col- worked to promote the Audubon Society and other local orleague, who darted away.
Harkins was this year’s ganizations.
One of the group’s biggest
winner of “Pie Your Professor,” an annual fundraiser for events is the annual business
the American Marketing As- conference in the fall semessociation. AMA’s University of ter. Local business representaMaine chapter is a part of the tives hold workshops for parnational association and boasts ticipants and give lectures on
how to survive in the business
30 members on campus.
The group has used “Pie world.
“It’s an excellent networkYour Professor” as a fundraiser
for the past four years. A hand- ing opportunity,” Deegan said.
“Pie Your Professor” is the
ful of business professors offer
themselves as candidates and AMA’s last fundraiser of the
donations are collected under year and is on the smaller-scale
each one’s name. The one with of donation efforts.
“It’s great because everythe most donations gets the
one has this pent up energy,”
honor of being “pied.”
Nine professors were nomi- Deegan said. “It’s not a huge
nated this year, but Harkins fundraiser, but it gets our name
out there.”
came out on top.

By Rhiannon Sawtelle
MEC Staff

Staff photo by Rebekah Doherty

Jason Harkins, professor of management in the business school,
is pied by a raffle winner. The fundraiser for the American Marketing Association goes towards future business events on campus.

“We did pretty good for a
week of tabling,” Antonico
said. The group gathered for
its last meeting of the year the
evening after the pie-throwing
extravaganza. Regularly meeting on Wednesdays throughout
the year, AMA is open to all

students on campus. Members
range from new media to accounting students.
“We’re really open to different people to get all different
ideas,” Antonico said.
“We’re always looking for
new people,” Deegan said.

Gilmore

from Page A1
Gilmore
went
missing
around 6 a.m. behind the Heritage House near the Stillwater
River while searching for an artifact as part of a traditional initiation process into Sigma Chi.
According to Sigma Chi
President Zachary Hunt, the artifact relates to the fraternity’s
crest, but is “figurative, metaphorical, and symbolic.”
Fraternity pledges are sent into
the woods to find the artifact, but
are not expected to bring back
any physical object, Hunt said.
The president would not disclose
what exactly the item was, citing
fraternity secrecy.
“The goal isn’t to go out and
find a physical object,” Hunt
said. “The goal is to have a moment of solitude to go out and
learn something about yourself.”
Hunt said Gilmore didn’t
understand the symbolic nature
of the initiation rite.
Gilmore’s cell phone and
wallet were taken from him prior to the ritual and held onto by
a brother of the fraternity, according to UMaine Police Chief
Noel March.
“We could have avoided this
entire mess if he just had his cell
phone in his pocket,” March
said. “This is an example of
extreme irresponsibility on the
part of those involved.”
Hunt confirmed the cell
phone was taken, but said the
initiation process was “completely voluntary” and is founded on introspection and self-reflection.
“We don’t want their
thoughts on something so
deep to be interrupted by a cell
phone ringing,” Hunt said. He
said Sigma Chi’s policy on cell
phones during the initiation
process is normal, but that his
chapter is likely to change the
policy.
Hunt said that Gilmore had
used “no mind-altering substances whatsoever” the night
before his 6 a.m. initiation. In
the morning, Gilmore and another pledge went to the Heritage House for the initiation.
Sigma Chi member Daniel Byrne accompanied the two initiates. Hunt said the process usu-

ally takes about five minutes.
When Gilmore didn’t return,
Byrne and Hunt, who were
called in to help find the missing student, called in some fraternity brothers to locate him.
Around 7:45 a.m., they called
the police.
March said Gilmore, who
was wearing a suit, was not
properly dressed for the weather.
Hunt said the initiation process is typically a fast one and
dressing appropriately is never
a concern. The ritual is a special
one, he said, and pledges typically dress up to celebrate.
“The intention wasn’t to go
for a hike,” Hunt said. “We
want them to be dressed properly for the occasion.”
Gilmore’s
disappearance
sparked a multi-agency search
involving the Maine Warden
Service; Maine State Police;
the Penobscot County Sheriff’s
Department; the Orono, Old
Town and UMaine police departments; and the Orono, Old
Town, Penobscot Nation and
Milford fire departments.
Bowie said it took about
three hours to re-warm Gilmore. In the Heritage House
following the rescue, doctors
placed hot packs around his
body to raise his core temperature. Warming procedures continued in an ambulance to and
at Eastern Maine Medical Center in Bangor. Bowie said Gilmore was released from EMMC
around 5:45 p.m.
An internal review has already begun to address the
circumstances leading to Saturday’s search effort, according
to March. Det. William Flagg
of UMPD and a representative
from the Maine Warden Service
will be conducting an interview
with Gilmore soon, March
said.
March said he will wait for
the results of the investigation
before assessing whether hazing took place, but said the possibility is there.
“Nobody would force a
pledge to go through a process
like this,” March said. “However, the pressure to conform
and complete — conform with
the tradition and complete the
recruitment exercises — is no
doubt significant.”
Gilmore could not be reached
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Diversions
Cat and Girl

Crossword Puzzle

Dinosaur Comics

Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com. Used with permission.

By Dorothy Gambrell

By Ryan North

Answer key in sports
Across
1- Blind as ___;
5- Ships’ officers;
10- Breather;
14- Drill a hole;
15- Bottomless gulf;
16- Exclamation to
express sorrow;
17- Borodin’s prince;
18- Desert bloomers;
19- New Rochelle
college;
20- Honeybunch;
22- Owner of an upscale inn;
24- Aluminum-bronze
coin of Iceland;
25- Son of one’s brother
or sister;
26- Switch ending;
28- Cow catcher;
32- Insult;
35- Deli order;
37- Institution for
mentally ill;

38- “You’ve got mail”
co.;
39- Ancient region of
Asia Minor;
41- Actress Thurman;
42- Ice cream topped
with syrup;
45- Thrice, in prescriptions;
46- Latin love;
47- Stigma;
48- Gather, harvest;
50- Bristly;
54- Fights;
58- Work too hard;
61- Pushcart;
62- Dynamic beginning;
63- Connect with;
65- Doing nothing;
66- Pierce with a knife;
67- ___ Irish Rose;
68- French novelist;
69- Carry;
70- Queues;

Sudoku Puzzle
• Each column must have
numbers 1 - 9 in any order
but each digit can only
appear once.
• Each 3x3 box must have
numbers 1 - 9 in any order
but each digit can only
appear once.
There is only one
correct answer.
Difficulty level: Easy

Science Fiction Films
ALIEN
BLADE RUNNER
BODY SNATCHERS
BRAZIL
COCOON
CONTACT
CUBE
DARK CITY
DEEP IMPACT
DUNE
EQUILIBRIUM
FANTASTIC VOYAGE
FLASH GORDON
FLATLINERS
FORBIDDEN PLANET
FRANKENSTEIN
GATTACA
INDEPENDENCE
DAY
JURASSIC PARK
LOGAN’S RUN
MAD MAX

METROPOLIS
ROBOCOP
SCANNERS
SHIVERS
SILENT RUNNING
SOLARIS
SOYLENT GREEN
SPIDER-MAN
STAR WARS
STARGATE
STARMAN
STARSHIP TROOPERS
TERMINATOR
THE ABYSS
THE FLY
THE MATRIX
THEY LIVE
TOTAL RECALL
TRANCERS
TRON
VIDEODROME
WESTWORLD

Find and circle all of the Science Fiction movies
that are hidden in the grid.
The remaining letters spell the title of an
additional Science Fiction movie.

Word Search

Word search courtesy of puzzles.ca

Down
1- Put up with;
2- One over par;
3- Bellowing;
4- Small dog;
5- Clublike weapon;
6- Attorney’s org.;
7- Greek goddess of
fortune;
8- Bar, legally;
9- Metal-shaper;
10- Railroad;
11- “The Time Machine” race;
12- All there;
13- Boris Godunov, for
one;
21- Like some vbs.;
23- Electric fish;
25- ___ contendere;
27- Off-Broadway
theater award;
29- Run-down quarter;

30- Japanese wrestling;
31- Actor Epps;
32- Back talk;
33- Boor;
34- Forearm bone;
36- Big bang cause;
37- River in central
Switzerland;
40- Able was ___...;
43- Undress;
44- Again;
46- Value;
49- Botanist Gray;
51- Bottom line;
52- Small antelope;
53- Loose coil of yarn;
55- Passion;
56- Tumbles;
57- Perspire;
58- Kiln for drying
hops;
59- Rejection power;
60- Part of Q.E.D.;
61- Big cheese;
64- Driving aid;

Aries - March 21 to April 20 - You might get into an argument
with your superior and act on impulse. You should be more cautious.
You need to rest more so you don’t burn out.

• • • • Horoscopes • • • •

• Each row must have
numbers 1 - 9 in any order
but each digit can only
appear once.

71- Formerly, formerly;

Taurus - April 21 to May 20 - In the morning, you might learn
you will soon have to leave on a business trip. Your loved one might
get upset by the timing. You might decide to postpone the trip.
Gemini - May 21 to June 21 - An argument with your superiors might lead to the cancellation of a business trip. You may feel
tense because you are tired.
Cancer - June 22 to July 22 - You may feel frustrated due to
misunderstandings with a business partner. Communication is the
key. You are likely to reach common ground. You may want to consider an older man’s advice.
Leo - July 23 to Aug. 22 - Unexpected events may disrupt your
schedule. Do not have great expectations for a new business project,
as you could be disappointed. You’d better postpone any major decision until tomorrow.
Virgo - Aug. 23 to Sept. 22 - You will initiate a successful,
profitable activity. It’s in your best interest to control your criticism
toward people in your circle. Try to be more flexible when talking to
coworkers and your loved ones.
Libra - Sept. 23 to Oct. 23 - An older relative has promised to
lend you money, but now he/she may be unable to keep the promise.
Don’t get angry and try to be more understanding. Today, you can
rely on intuition.
Scorpio - Oct. 24 to Nov. 22 - Your recent efforts are finally appreciated by superiors. The tension around is giving you a hard time.
You are advised to avoid meetings and parties, as well as driving.
Sagittarius - Nov. 23 to Dec. 21 - Your loved one might be
upset by your bad financial decisions. Keep your temper. Avoid getting into controversies with a lady in your circle.
Capricorn - Dec. 22 to Jan. 20 - You might be involved in a
scandal at work due to gossip spread by a colleague. Keep your temper, for the misunderstandings will soon be cleared, but hurt feelings
may never be forgotten.
Aquarius - Jan. 21 to Feb. 19 - Avoid driving today or you risk
getting in a car accident. You may want to be extra cautious. As for
business, take no chances and avoid speculation.
Pisces - Feb. 20 to March 20 - In the morning, you might be
tense because of problems at work. You have a lot on your hands and
hardly any support. Make sure you don’t act or speak on impulse,
which you might regret later.
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Mid-strife crisis:
UMSG struggles
to find identity

F

ormer Student Sen. Ryan Gavin’s resignation at the
meeting of the University of Maine’s General Student Senate was not an unusual development for a
body that has experienced its fair share of controversy this
year.
But Gavin’s abdication did break with the trend in at
least one important way.
While other representatives who have stepped down
this semester did so quietly — usually citing coursework
and their upcoming graduation as primary factors in the
decision — it was clear in Gavin’s case that the internal
climate of Student Government and the former senator’s
displeasure with it were the reasons for his resignation.
It served to underscore an issue that had been lurking
just below the surface in the organization’s meetings but
had never been explicitly stated until now: Student Government is in the midst of an identity crisis.
Heated climates, in-fighting, a lack of productivity, difficulty retaining long-term members — these are all marks
of a group that does not have a unifying or well-developed
vision. In this case, there seems to be confusion regarding
Student Government’s purpose and goals.
Some senators take a minimalist approach, which is more
in line with the organization’s original design. They think
the body’s chief aim should be to manage and distribute
funds from the Student Activity Fee — about $750,000
annually — in the fairest and most effective way possible.
This money has always been Student Government’s primary way of impacting the campus. They have used it to
bring high-profile entertainment acts like The Roots and
Bob Saget to UMaine, as well as giving access to free newspapers and providing funds for student clubs to host events
and activities.
However, other senators think a bigger goal for the body
should be advocacy — pushing resolutions and trying to
exert pressure on administration to create positive change
for UMaine students. It is this type of thinking that helped
lead to on-campus dining areas accepting credit cards as
payment, which began in January.
Many senators are likely unaware of the conflict entirely,
but this only serves to emphasize the point. Even if it takes
hours, it is vital Student Government puts this issue on the
table for debate and settles it once and for all.
Until student senators can come to a consensus about
what their organization is meant to be, they will continue
to teeter on the cusp of irrelevancy and squander the potential of what could be a significant, valuable force for
UMaine students with hours of bitter arguing and imagetarnishing scandals.
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Letters: disarming nukes, kicking ass
U.S. must retain nuclear arsenal
or risk appearing weak

Laila Sholtz-Ames, the author of
“Obama’s nuclear stance is on-target
for world peace,” (April 12) expresses
her agreement with Obama’s recent
decision to abide by the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, an agreement that
prohibits the use of nuclear weapons
against non-nuclear countries.
Obama signed an additional agreement with Russian President Dmitry Medvedev, agreeing to reduce their
countries’ nuclear weapons by 30 percent in the next seven years. SholtzAmes said this is a “dramatic step — securing peace between two former Cold
War enemies now working together to
create a world with fewer nuclear weapons.”
I disagree. I believe Sholtz-Ames’
arguments about how people disagree
with Obama’s policy because it “shows
a sign of weakness” are entirely invalid.
Do you think the majority of American
veterans, who fought hard and gave
their lives for us to have our freedom,
would support Obama’s decision?
No. They would say it is a sign of
weakness, and once you show weakness, your counterparts begin to believe
they have a chance to win the battle. It
is the same in all aspects of life.
If you show the most weakness, you
become the prey and your enemies the
hunter. In a world that recently has been
put into frenzy by rogue leaders who
boast about nuclear weapon advancement in their countries, is it really the
best time to cut back on the American
stockpile of weapons?
It sounds like an invitation for those
with the wrong purposes to begin to use
nuclear weapons to their advantage.
With terrorist groups knowing nuclear weapons could possibly be available from these countries, it should only
increase the awareness of the people of
the United States. If we decrease our

Letters to
the Editor
Please submit letters
to opinion@mainecampus.com.

supply of nuclear weapons, we will become the prey and lose the advantage
of the intimidation we acquired after
World War II.
Before the war, we were the prey and
were attacked on our soil. We were not
the dominant military power we are today. History will only repeat itself, unless America remains at the forefront
of military strength, technology and
power.
In recent years, the United States has
tried to change its foreign policy to be
more appealing to other countries, but
if you are the “top dog,” the others will
come after you and try to take your position.
Why willingly give up an advantage
for the sake of looking appealing to others, who may later try to take your spot?
I am sure there are veterans rolling over
in their graves at the sight of the people
in charge of our country destroying our
chances of what they once fought so
hard for: freedom.
Sierra Leifson
Student

Reader opens up a can on ‘KickAss’ film review

Please make sure the articles you
publish have decent proofreading. Kyle
Kernan’s article (“Film review: ‘KickAss,’” April 19) is all but unreadable
because of simple verb misuse, word
order issues and poor word choice.

I found this article to be highly offensive. I have never seen the movie,
but probably will now simply because
I have no respect for Mr. Kernan’s
opinion, and we’re going to talk about
it.
Don’t like my patronizing tone? I’m
not shocked. I used the pronoun “we”
there to deliberately evoke a feeling of
collective agreement. The only problem
with this strategy is this: It is an opinion. Readers do not necessarily agree
with the author’s views.
So please do not open an opinion
piece directed at people who haven’t
seen a movie, as most reviews are, by
including your audience in the broad,
insulting statements of your own opinions, Mr. Kernan.
My next point is the lack of coherency of the overall piece. Mr. Kernan
jumps around from describing characters, to his opinion, to the plot, to more
opinion, back to the plot and then some
more characters.
The piece would have been far easier
to follow had it flowed better — perhaps characters, plot, and finally, your
opinion. I would likely not have felt so
offended by its inclusion in my university newspaper had it borne some semblance of an editor’s touch.
Heck, I’d have been happy had Mr.
Kernan convinced me he’d reread it after he’d finished writing it.
Unfortunately, his poor choices of
verbs and overuse of the stem “glory”
prove this to be a vain wish on my part.
In particular, Mr. Kernan’s misuse of
the word “irony” irks me to my deepest
core — and not in a pleasant, CNN way
either. I expect the people on that network to be stupid and egregious.
Mr. Kernan never defined the irony,
simply stated that it existed, which
shows that he, like many before him,
has no clear idea of what irony is.
Caitlin Newcomb
Student

Readers Speak: Best of Web comments
RE: Just don’t have sex, and un- an open mind is big enough to hold the ing the wine was only for consumption,
leash the greatness that is within secrets of the universe,” he has clearly not for discussion.
closed off his mind to the premise of sex
Either way, bravo to you who are tryyou
Sex is not only perfectly healthy, gratifying and necessary, it’s also a human
instinct. Will not eating, drinking and
sleeping also help you “generate a quick
wit, an aura of generosity and goodness,
remarkable physical stature, superior
judgment and unsurpassed intuition”?
Clearly not. It is this kind of thinking
that prevents the world from overcoming its fear of sexuality and as Mr. Gibson has proven once again, religion is to
blame. If people truly want to reach “enlightenment,” it can be achieved as easily
as having an open mind.
Though Mr. Gibson preaches “only

as a positive activity and natural human
characteristic.
— Zach

RE: Sex and wine combine in
Orono for college television stardom
Wow.
This is really cool. It is great that some
students are taking a stab at being a more
modern Dr. Ruth. Do they have any credentials to back up their conversation,
not counting whatever firsthand experience they bring with them?
Is it really about wine? I got the feel-

ing something new.

— Jun

RE: Punishment for hit-and-run
cases should be harsher
I agree with you. I can’t believe that
the prior two instances [of those charged
in hit-and-run cases] only served what
they did. If you drive away, you show no
remorse. That alone should be jail time.
I can’t believe this has happened, and
now his attorney is saying they have the
wrong man? I just don’t think the attorney is correct.
— New Hampshire

The attitudes and views expressed in the opinion section are those of their authors only and do
not necessarily represent the views of The Maine Campus or its staff.
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Clinton and Obama blame Bush, United States still
feel threatened by tea partygoers 23 cents from
gender equality
Democrats have resorted
to spewing deceptions
about tax cuts, because
in a fair arena of ideas,
the socialist desires of the
far left cannot compete.

Jonathan Zappala

Lately, the Democrats have been demonizing the tea
partygoers and using rhetoric that conservatives are
the ones to blame for our country’s problems because
they simply can’t compete in the forum of ideas. An
article in The Los Angeles Times said the public has
not distrusted Washington this much since 1980, when
Jimmy Carter would go down in the minds of many as
the worst president in the history of the United States,
and Ronald Reagan was elected president, signaling
the beginning of modern conservatism.
Over the weekend, Bill Clinton took shots at antigovernment protesters, suggesting they are at fault for
the Oklahoma City bombing. He said the country today
is like 1995, when there were tough economic times,
strong antigovernment sentiment and the formation of
militia groups.
In the 1760s, there were economic sanctions and
anti-government sentiment against the king of England,
which the formation of state militias started to change.
April 19, Patriots’ Day, is the anniversary of the Oklahoma City bombing and the battles of Lexington and
Concord, that were fought by local rebel militias.
Conservatives today are criticized as being rich, racist and out of touch with the poor; these same criticisms are lodged against the leaders of the American
Revolution.
When running for president in 2008, Hillary Clinton seemed to think it was fashionable or even patriotic

to criticize the government. Now that the Democrats
see the growing anti-government sentiment as a threat,
they are trying to demonize the patrons of tea parties as
racist misogynists.
Darryl Postell, a black man and tea party supporter,
was asked by an NBC reporter at an event Tuesday if
he felt uncomfortable as a minority. “These are my
people, Americans,” he said.
Calling tea partygoers racist is an unfounded claim
to make them look bad.
If the Democrats thought Americans wanted all of
the regulations they are given, they could just ignore
the dissenters and campaign on their ideas unopposed.
However, if people liked what was being sold to them,
the polls would not show the great political disillusionment they do.
Clinton and Obama have something in common:
They can blame their problems on Bush. Over the
weekend, U.S. Secretary of the Treasury Timothy
Geithner said part of what got the country in this financial mess is that the tax cuts from George W. Bush’s
administration are still being paid for. Geithner also
said he is against deficits as much as the tea party supporters are.
President Obama has run up a deficit of 7.8 percent
of the gross domestic product in his term, while Bush
in his eight years only had a deficit of 3.2 percent of the
GDP. Geithner is wrong; the Obama regime certainly
does not appear to care about increasing deficit spending.
To say tax cuts need to be paid for is absurd. The
point of a tax cut is giving the people back some of the
money that was taken from them in taxes by the federal
government.
The Democrats’ idea of welfare is nothing more
than an entitlement program, giving money to people
who didn’t earn it rather than back to the workers who
pay the largest share of taxes. Paying for tax cuts is
another deception they have to spew, because in a fair
arena of ideas, the socialist desires of the far left cannot
compete.
Jonathan Zappala is a senior psychology student.

Planning, listening to friends can
prevent regret and pain at parties
Joe Mercurio

Have you ever been the sober person at a party, and rape itself, but also the police questioning you and your
the only reason you were there was because a friend friends and taking your clothes as evidence. What you
needed a ride home? If so, thank you. Who knows ex- thought was going to be a night you would later brag
actly what you may have prevented.
about to your friends has turned into an experience that
According to University of Maine Public Safety, could ruin two lives.
many sexual assault cases in college come from people
What it comes down to is having someone responwho drink too much at parties. They booze all night un- sible at the party. As I get older, the people hanging
til they black out, then can’t remember a thing when around me get younger and younger. They don’t know
they wake up next to a complete stranger the next day. as much and are more apt to get in trouble. I find it’s
While some say this is just a part of the college expe- my duty to make sure people get home safe, don’t do
rience, in the eyes of the law, this could very well be anything stupid and end up where they need to end
considered rape. These all-too-common occurrences up.
can cause lifetimes of pain for victims.
Designated drivers can be more than that. They can
I understand the mindset of some guys, who go to stop you from getting sloppy and “playfully harassing”
bars and try to hit on as many beautiful, drunk women people who don’t want the attention. And when it comes
as they can in hopes
to bringing someone
that one is willing
home, they can judge
to spend the night,
whether or not it is
What you thought was going to be a
without once giving
the best idea. You
night you would later brag about to your
thought to the ramimight think they are
fications. This way
“blocking,” but they
friends could turn into an experience
of thinking is out of
are actually making
with the potential to ruin two lives.
touch with reality
sure you don’t make
and needs to stop.
a huge mistake and
A girl waking up
hurt someone.
in a place she doesn’t want to be with a person she’s
If women go out as a group, they should plan on gonot familiar with can have a bad ending for that cou- ing home in a group. We all know girls just want to
ple. This is how a lot of sexual assault scenarios in have fun, but no girl wants to have fun to the point of
college play out. It is a form of rape, and the cases potential danger. I’ve seen many fights between girls
can leave perpetrators pleading for their freedom in a because one of their friends wanted to stay behind with
court of law.
a guy they just met. It’s not a pretty sight.
It’s no laughing matter, and it’s not like what you see
Friends are meant to look out for each other. You
in the movies. The process victims and the accused have don’t have to be a nagging parent, but adding your two
to go through is long and, a lot of the time, embarrass- cents every now and then could stop a lot of bad things
ing. During administration of a rape kit, every article from happening.
of clothing is confiscated by law enforcement officers.
Your friends may hate you for an hour or two, but in
Every speck of dirt and every drop of anything can be the morning, when they are hung over beyond recognievidence. The entire process could take months.
tion, they’ll be thanking you for having their back the
If you end up being accused of something like this, night before. They always do.
not only must you deal with the trauma and guilt of the
Joe Mercurio is a senior journalism student.

Madelyn
Kearns
Columnist
The number 23 has acquired quite
the stigma as of late. Superstitious
folk insist the integer is a sign of evil
or terrible happenstance, as evidenced
by the 2007 Jim Carrey film made
to cash in on the darkness. With the
passing of April 20, another instance
of the number has affixed itself on the
hearts — and paychecks — of women across the nation in the form of a
deficit: 23 cents.
Equal Pay Day, which was Tuesday, marks the day that the average
American woman worker will have
finished earning her 2009 salary, or
the amount of money she would have
earned by December 31 of last year if
she were a man.
The latest data from 2008 indicates
career-oriented American females
make approximately 77 cents to every
male dollar, a 23-cent gap from equality. Minorities fare even worse in the
wage war, with black women averaging 68 percent of the dollar and Latino
women averaging 58 percent.

Five decades after the
Equal Pay Act, why are
women still struggling
to walk in stride with
their male equivalents
in regards to pay rates?
Why is it that 47 years after the
passing of the Equal Pay Act, women
are still struggling to walk in stride
with their male equivalents in regards
to pay rates? How could it be that in
the supposed cease-fire for the battle
of the sexes, where women are as
common in the office as men, performing the same tasks as men, that
the only progress made toward equal
pay has been a whopping 18 cents?
The answer to such a question has
several facets. For starters, it isn’t as
though the issue has been completely
overlooked in the political realm.
One of the first actions President
Barack Obama performed when
inaugurated was passing a bill into
law that addressed the pay gap,
and the Senate is now considering
another bill that prohibits underlying
discrimination when it comes to

equal compensation. If nothing else,
though, such actions indicate there
is an injustice even the government
can’t ignore.
Another important observation
to make in analyzing the cost conundrum is the types of occupations
women with advanced education
most often pursue. A majority of the
most educated women in the country
tend to seek jobs in the fields of teaching and nursing, while the men with
comparable degrees are more likely to
enter into the world of business, science and law as executives, doctors,
and lawyers — positions that naturally procure more wealth.
Terry O’Neill, president of the
National Organization for Women,
insists there is more to the motives of
women’s job choices than meets the
eye.
“Why do you think [male-dominated industries] are sex-segregated?
Very often, women aren’t welcome
there,” O’Neill said in an interview
with Time published Tuesday. Such
exclusivity is perpetuated by the lack
of female role models in the manly
realms of business and science, leading younger generations of girls to
pursue traditional occupations where
women are easily accepted, but paid
far less.
In some cases, even industry
norms cannot overshadow blatant discrimination. Information from 2007
showed that even in the secretarial
profession, female secretaries earned
only 83.4 percent of what their male
counterparts did.
A 2008 study conducted by a University of Chicago sociologist and
a New York University economist
tracked the wage variations of individuals who underwent a sex change
and found that males transitioning to
females earned about 32 percent less
in salary following their operation.
Meanwhile, females transitioning
into males garnered an average of 1.5
percent more after surgery. It certainly
seems like sex still factors too heavily into how much is going into one’s
wallet or purse.
On the table, 23 cents doesn’t seem
like much. You can’t use it for a gumball or any of the other vending machines outside the supermarket. It has
more of a chance landing between the
couch cushions than anywhere else.
But when it comes off of every dollar you make in a day, the figurative
coins start to pile painfully high.
For women, it is approximately
$4,000 a year lost somewhere along
the hemline of their designer skirts
and the befuddled psyche of a nation
still not on par with its own ideals.
Who would have imagined 23
cents could be worth so much in the
end?
Madelyn Kearns is a sophomore
mass communication student.

Love us? Hate us?

Write us.

Letters to the editor should be 300 words, concise and clearly
written. If applicable, include your academic year. Send all submissions
to opinion@mainecampus.com. Submissions may be edited for
length, clarity and style. Anonymous letters will not be published.
Opinion pieces should be roughly 650 words and clearly written.
Include your name, year and major. Submissions should be in .doc
format. Send all opinion pieces to opinion@mainecampus.com.
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“Mulan” Milan, Italy
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Slow claps The clap
Lightning Whitening
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‘Dress’-ing
up is super
easy in the
summertime
Warm weather clothes are the
most colorful, fun and creative of
all. Winter sweaters are great, but
they always get covered up by
heavy coats. It’s time to embrace
the summer weather and dress
accordingly. The
best thing
about
summer
clothing
is that
there are
Trend Watch
so many
By Macey Hall
options.
You can
wear
shorts, skirts, dresses, T-shirts,
tank tops and sandals.
In summer, anything goes.
Summer dresses are my favorite
article of clothing. They’re light
and keep you cool when it’s super
hot, while still looking stylish.
They’re the easiest outfit.
Instead of worrying about jeans,
a top, a matching sweater and
all that jazz, you just throw on
a dress and you’re good to go.
Dresses look dressed up while
still being casual. They’re not as
sloppy as jeans, but you still look
relaxed. Day dresses can also
be extended into the evening if
you acessorize them with heels,
maybe some great wedges, a long
cardigan or blazer and lots of
jewelry.
A new spin on dresses this
season is to wear them with a day
scarf — a light, airy scarf, not
made from wool. Day scarves
add an extra element to your
dress, thus creating a complete
outfit.
Ruffled dresses are back in a
big way and make cotton dresses
seem fancier. My favorite dress

Cultivating ‘higher’ education
An attempt to unroll UMaine’s ‘stonerschool’ stereotype

This Saturday, the University of Maine will host the 16th
Annual HOPE (Help Organize
Peace Earthwide) Festival and
Green Expo to commemorate
Earth Day.
Sponsored by the Peace
and Justice Center of Eastern
Maine, the festival kicks off at
11 a.m. April 24 at the Student
Recreation and Fitness Center
to provide an afternoon full
of workshops, performances,
guest speakers, music and
food.
The first half of the event
will feature an opening ceremony with performances by
Hope Festival Singers, Zachary
Field’s Amazing Juggling and
folk group Emma’s Revolution.
One sponsor of this year’s
festival is UMaine’s Student
Women’s Association. This
year, the group collaborated
with HOPE to present a “Zumba” workshop, wrapping up

go!
Thursday, April 22

By Betsy Caron
MEC Staff

Located in a town with coordinates
farther north than most of the rest of the
United States, the University of Maine
and the students who attend have gained
a reputation for a lot of things — wearing
flannel, jumping off rope swings, having
crazy hockey fans and spending the day
lost in thick clouds of marijuana smoke.
But are students at UMaine really engaged in as much pot smoking as the stereotypes have led many to believe?
Public Safety Captain Roland LaCroix said he has seen a rise in marijuana
offenses at the university this year.
“We certainly have our share of marijuana incidents,” LaCroix said. “To me,
any amount is a problem. I would like to
see the numbers decrease.”
More people are willing to take the
risk of getting caught in order to smoke
marijuana on a somewhat-regular basis.
T o
m
Smith*, a thirdyear student at
UMaine, began smoking
pot his sophomore year out
of curiosity.
“I believe in

the ‘try anything once’ lifestyle,” Smith
said. “How do you know if you don’t like
something if you’ve never done it?”
After trying marijuana, Smith said he
realized it wasn’t a gateway drug like it
had been built up to be, and that it was
something he enjoyed.

“Pot is just another way to alter your
reality, which can be achieved by other
substances that are already legalized,”
he said.
Now, Smith smokes a couple times
each week as a way to relax with friends
and escape from long hours crammed
with classes and homework
“It’s a great way to meet new people,”
he said. “Not only other smokers, but
also people who may not smoke but are
still there for the social experience. It’s
something I think is very relaxing to do
and puts your mind at ease.”
Although marijuana is still illegal in
Maine, and even medicinal marijuana is
strictly regulated, Smith said he thinks
Mainers throughout the state, especially
students at UMaine, are growing more
accepting of the high percentage of people who do smoke it.
“Marijuana use has definitely seen
a rise in Maine and especially in the
UMaine community,” Smith said. “I’m
not exactly sure why, but I think it has
to do with the new
laws that are coming up in different
states.”
In Maine, a person can be charged
with
possession
See Weed on B2

New Writing Series Donald Revell
Soderberg Auditorium,
Jenness Hall
12 to 1 p.m.
Cats: Broadway Tour
Collins Center for the Arts
7 p.m.
$62
“Hedwig and the Angry
Inch”
Bangor Opera House,
Bangor
7 p.m.
$15-$18, student rush
$10
School Year in Review
Trivia
Bear’s Den, Memorial
Union
8 p.m.
Friday, April 23
Upperdogs, Scene Presentations
Black Box Theater, Class
of 1944 Hall
6 to 8 p.m.
“Hedwig and the Angry
Inch”
Bangor Opera House,
Bangor
8 and 11 p.m.
$15-$18, student rush
$10

HOPE Fest to commemorate Earth Day
For The Maine Campus

Crazy Heart

mainecampus.com

See Trend on B2

By Stephanie Whittier
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the festival with a mass dance
workout led by a local YMCA
instructor.
SWA member Emily Fortin
announced that the group’s effort to bring musical and political activism group Emma’s
Revolution to perform at the
festival was a success.
“Being able to help with this
event has been so exciting for
us, especially because Emma’s
Revolution is a musical group
that does so much political and
awareness peace and feminist
activism,” Fortin said.
Pat Humphries & Sandy O
are the accomplished activist
duo behind Emma’s Revolution. Their song “If I Give
Your Name” took the grand
prize in the John Lennon Songwriting Contest, and some of
their work has been featured on
“All Things Considered” and
Pacifica’s “Democracy Now!”
As part of their contract with
SWA, Emma’s Revolution has
also agreed to help put on the
organization’s venture, “The
Beautiful Project,” a week-

long celebration of women’s
creativity, wisdom and unique
beauty. The musical group has
volunteered to hold a workshop
on “incorporating activism into
songwriting” that will be held
from 1 to 3 p.m., April 23 in the
Bangor Room.
At 2 p.m., Betty Burkes,
peace educator and former
president of the Women’s International League for Peace
and Freedom, USA, will deliver a keynote speech. A second
guest, Robert Shetterly, will
speak as well.
An organizational fair featuring more than 70 social
change groups, a mini farmers market providing locally
grown foods and educational
activities for children will run
throughout the day.
In addition, several earthfriendly and inspirational workshops will be offered at HOPE,
including “Reducing Home
Energy Costs,” “Newspaper
Seed Pot Planting,” “Recycled
Clothing Fashion Show,” “Bike
Clinic” and “Bee Workshop.”

Photo by Patrick Locke for The Maine Campus

Performers pounce around the stage in the national tour of “Cats” in the CCA on Wednesday night. An
extra performance was added after the April 22 show sold out so quickly.

A traditional take
on ‘Swan Lake’
By Jamie Dandreta
and Kegan Zema
MEC Staff

Peter Tchaikovsky’s “Swan
Lake,” as performed by the
masterful Moscow Festival
Ballet Tuesday night in the Collins Center for the Arts, was a
captivating story told through
movement. All of the dancers
flowed gracefully across the
stage, weaving a simplistic yet
beautiful love story.
Presented in four acts, the
ballet tells the tale of Prince
Siegfried as he is coming of age
and in the process of choosing
a bride.
The prince has no interest in
the festivities at his castle and
instead wanders off to the lake
where he comes upon a group
of enchanted swans who take
human form before his eyes. He
soon falls in love with Odette,
the beautiful swan queen, and
vows to help her break the spell
cast over the swans by the evil
sorcerer Rothbart.
In the third act, Prince Siegfried returns to the castle but is
tricked into falling in love with
Rothbart’s daughter Odylle,
who looks remarkably similar
to Odette. After realizing his
mistake, the prince returns to
the lake to save Odette.
The set was traditional for
“Swan Lake” — a mystical
lakeside scene with trees on
each side. The lighting, featuring stark differences between
day and night, was what brought
the set to life. The stage easily
transformed from the positive
energy of the castle, with bright
lights and joyous partygoers, to
the dim blue lights, which set a
melancholy mood by the lake
for the enchanted swans.
The principal dancers were
exceptional, each with their own

specific strengths. Prince Siegfried was full of youthful energy
as he leaped and turned across
the stage. When he danced, he
took up the whole stage.
The dancer playing both
Odette and Odylle was amazingly graceful. Her swanlike
movements were flawless and
her skills at various forms of
pirouettes were unrivaled —
she often garnered uproarious
applause.
The comical dancers, both
the jester and the tutor, added
a delightful breath of fresh air
within the dramatic plot. The
jester’s fine-tuned legs propelled
him in nearly endless circles.
The corps de ballet, the ensembles of dancers on the side
of the stage, became an integral
part of the set. Although some
were sitting on the side of the
stage for a large portion of the
show, their faces were animated and their feet always wellpointed.
The highlight of the show
was the well-known combination of the four swans, who
danced hand-in-hand with their
bodies and heads in perfect unison.
The entire ensemble of
swans were all characterized
by sad looks upon their faces, but failed to show variety
in their swanlike movements
from one another — never going above and beyond the choreography.
Tchaikovsky’s familiar tunes
came alive through the CCA’s
sound system. The composer,
best known for his ballets such
as “The Nutcracker” and “The
Sleeping Beauty,” created music perfect for the ballet’s intricate themes. Although it would
have been nice to have a live
orchestra, the score was still
See Ballet on B2

Kickin’ Flicks: “The
Book of Eli”
Bangor Room, Memorial
Union
7:30 and 10 p.m.
Saturday, April 24
Sausagefest
University Mall
12 to 3 p.m.
HOPE Festival
Student Recreation and
Fitness Center
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Senior Week: Chow
Down and Drink Up
Behind Fogler Library
5 to 7 p.m.
Upperdogs, Scene Presentations
Black Box Theater, Class
of 1944 Hall
6 to 8 p.m.
Orchestra Concert
Minsky Recital Hall
7:30 p.m.
$7, free with MaineCard
“Hedwig and the Angry
Inch”
Bangor Opera House,
Bangor
8 p.m.
$15-$18, student rush
$10
Sunday, April 25
“Hedwig and the Angry
Inch”
Bangor Opera House,
Bangor
3 p.m.
$15-$18, student rush
$10
A more comprehensive list
of postings is available at
mainecampus.com/calendar.
To submit your event, invite
calendar@mainecampus.com
via iCal or Google Calendar.
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CD Review: The Tallest
Man on Earth

DVD Review: ‘Crazy Heart’

Jeff Bridges is the real deal in this typical redemption flick

Swedish folk artist channels Bob Dylan on sophomore CD
By Jay Grant
MEC Staff

During the 1960s, Bob
Dylan rose as a folk icon off
the heels of “This Land is
Your Land” craftsman Woody
Guthrie. In the beginning,
Dylan wore Guthrie on his
sleeve, writing the same simple
yet evocative traditional folk
songs. They were political,
championing the everyman.
Most of all, though, they had
beautiful, moving imagery.
Now, in the latter part of this
century’s first decade, a Swedish man named Kristian Matsson has been working to recreate Dylan in much the same
way Dylan recreated Guthrie.
Playing under the moniker The
Tallest Man on Earth, Matsson
has accomplished the same revival of classical folk stylings
for contemporary ears on his
sophomore album “The Wild
Hunt.” Armed with just a guitar
and superior picking power,
Matsson marches on with
vocals bearing a Dylanesque
warble and crack.
Do not expect to ever see
“This Machine Kills Fascists” across Matsson’s guitar,
though. He may be a folk
singer, but when you hail from
a socialist haven like Sweden,
it is apparently hard to speak
much of the plight of the working class. Instead, Matsson
writes songs full of love and
emotion, complete with the
bizarre wordplay that made for
Dylan’s best sentimental moments. That is not to say “The
Wild Hunt” is just 10 variations
on “I Want You.” Matsson sets
himself apart from other Dylan
wannabes by being an expert
songwriter in his own right.
Musically, he does so
much over the course of three
minutes that you have to keep
reminding yourself it is just

him and his acoustic. Vocally,
he sings with such earnest
that his voice strains to get
the words out, all as if he
were pouring everything he
has out in front of you. The
third track, “Troubles Will Be
Gone,” perhaps best captures
the power this combination
can have. As Matsson moves
into the final verse, he forces
out, “Oh darlin’, when it’s
you I see in headlights drivin’
down the golden highway and
salvation in the beauty of its
embrace.” It may look like
a load of nonsense on paper,
but when Matsson sings it
you would think it was the
most important thing you have
heard all day.
On the following track,
“You’re Going Back,” Matsson
spends nearly the entire three
minutes shouting out his poetically mysterious lines, opening
with, “I could roll you to hell,
I could swim in your heavens.”
The song has the same effect as

the rest of his work, forcing the
listener to hear meaning where
it may not even exist.
Like Dylan, Matsson has a
surprising dark side. On “Love
is All,” Matsson sings, “Well
I’ve walked upon the river like
it’s easier than land, evil is in
my pocket and your will is in
my hand.” He continues, “Love
is all from what I’ve heard but
my heart’s learned to kill.”
Of course, he’s just painting
heartbreak with a black brush,
but the effect is haunting all the
same.
Matsson may be a Dylanphile, going so far as a shout
out on “King of Spain” in the
line “boots of Spanish leather.”
What he is not is some kind
of cheap imitator. Like the
album’s cover image of a wide
plain under blue-pink clouds,
Matsson’s music stretches out
into beautiful expanses. He
may not be the tallest man yet,
but he’s growing.
Grade: A

Dead Oceans

Jackie Adams*, a third-year
student who started smoking
from Page 1
on a more regular basis this
year, said her increased use
of marijuana and possession
of the drug has not negatively
of paraphernalia. If a useable
affected her performance in
amount of the drug is confisschool. She said if anything,
cated, the charge a person repot has helped get her though
ceives depends on the amount
her heavy workload.
of marijuana they possess.
“This semester has been suPossession of less than 2.5
per
stressful for me, and smokounces of marijuana is a civil
ing
weed
has helped relieve that
infraction with consequences
somewhat,” Adams said. “Also,
of up to $600 in fines.
it makes me do my work
Any amount more than 2.5
on time if I reward myself
ounces up to one pound is
with smoking a bowl after
“It’s
a
great
way
to
meet
new
considered a misdemeanor,
a hard day’s work.”
punishable of up to one
people,” he said. “Not only
Sarah Thomas*, a thirdyear in jail and a $2,000
year
student, disagrees.
other
smokers,
but
also
people
fine. More than one pound
She
said
pot was
classifies as a Class C felwho may not smoke but are becomingsmoking
a distraction
ony, resulting in up to five
still there for the social expe- from school, but was able
years in jail and up to a
rience. It’s something I think to address the problem.
$5,000 fine.
“It definitely was affectLauri Sidelko, direcis very relaxing to do and
ing my grades and that’s
tor of the Alcohol and
why I don’t smoke as much
puts your mind at ease.”
Drug Education Programs
anymore,” Thomas said. “I
at UMaine, said people
know people who are still
should be more aware of
Tom Smith able to get all their work
the consequences they will
Third-year University of Maine student done and do really well
suffer if caught with mariwhen they’re high all the
juana or paraphernalia.
time, but I’m not one of
“People can feel as acthose people.”
cepting about it as they want ing with.”
Although the punishments
Thomas said she only
to,” Sidelko said, “but the recan
be
harsh
and
the
fines
can
smokes
now when she knows
ality is the consequences are
put
a
person
in
debt
for
years,
her
grades
won’t be affected,
huge. So by using a Schedule
I drug, it means that you’re go- Smith said he is OK with tak- and doesn’t want to give up
ing to court, that you have a ing the risk and that he is com- marijuana completely.
fortable with the choices he’s
“This sounds cliché, but it
drug charge on your record.”
made.
He
also
owns
a
pipe
—
really
can be a bonding expeSidelko said she doesn’t
think marijuana will be legal- an item that has become sen- rience with other people,” she
ized for everyone to use any- timental to him over the past said. “On top of that, I think it
year, but is considered drug encourages people to explore
time in the near future.
their own minds and look at
“There is no way to measure paraphernalia.
Among the other concerns things from a perspective that
it in your system,” she said. “If
you’re driving a vehicle under about marijuana use is the wor- they may never have considthe influence of marijuana and ry that students will become ered before.”
*Names have been changed
you’re clearly impaired, there’s apathetic toward their schoolto protect anonymity.
no way to tell if that’s true or work.

Weed

not.”
Sidelko also talked about
ADEP’s role on campus. She
said the program is not here to
tell students what they should
and should not do.
“We try to educate and
let people know, here are the
consequences,” she said. “We
want people to make informed
choices. I feel like people
make far better choices when
they know what they’re deal-

Fox Searchlight Pictures

By John Shannon
MEC Staff

“Crazy Heart” could be seen
as the country music version of
“The Wrestler”: a grizzled veteran whose days in the spotlight
are behind him struggles to keep
going while seeing the world
through a haze of regret and
booze. The story is unremarkable; the alcoholic coming to
terms with an addiction and striving to overcome the odds has
been seen many times.
What elevates “Crazy
Heart” is a fascinating performance by Jeff Bridges, who
recently won a Best Actor
Oscar for his work. Not to take
anything away from Bridges’
co-star Maggie Gyllenhaal, or
supporting performers Robert
Duvall and Colin Farrell, but
everything that is compelling
about “Crazy Heart” is filtered
through Bridges. He, more than
the story or the direction of firsttime filmmaker Scott Cooper or
T-Bone Burnett’s country/western songs, is the primary reason
to see this film.
Bridges is Bad Blake, a
washed-up country singer who
has fallen far from his one-time
A-list perch. He tours the southwest, stopping in bowling alleys
and bars to do sets primarily
because he needs the money,

Trend

from Page B1
options for the summer months
are white ones, which look fresh,
airy and fun and also make you
look tan. My summertime wardrobe consists of white dresses
with different colored cardigans.
T-shirt dresses are gaining popularity and are cool if you’re going
for a casual look. Throw a belt
and a scarf over them to jazz up
your look. I would warn that Tshirt dresses are super-casual and
should only be worn in laid-back
scenarios. It’s also hard to take
T-shirt dresses into eveningwear
territory.
Shorts will always be a summer staple. Colored chino material, chambray and dark denim
are all good choices. My favorite
shorts are madras, a pattern that
has boxes of different colored
checks. Because shorts tend to be
fairly casual, you can dress them
up with a cute tank top, with
ruffles or a pattern and maybe
with a cardigan. If you want to
wear heels with shorts, please

Ballet

from Page B1

moving.
While this performance did
not stray far from the other pro-

but also because, without the
gigs, he would have nothing else
to do with his life. His means
of transportation is a beat-up
pickup truck, and his rare moments of sobriety are confined
to the early mornings. A long
line of one-night stands defines
Bad’s love life, typically with
women whose names he doesn’t
know and whose faces he
can’t remember. That changes,
however, with Jean Craddock, played by Gyllenhaal, a
journalist he meets in Santa Fe.
Inexplicably, she’s as attracted
to him as he is to her, and they
embark upon a relationship. But
the specter of Bad’s alcoholic
tendencies hangs like a pall over
his every action, and one senses
it’s only a matter of time before
he screws things up.
When one considers show
business, the sad truth is stories
like Bad’s are a dime a dozen.
His story is not unique; in fact,
it’s a near-perfect cliché, right
down to the neglected son and
the chance at a fresh start. The
pattern is pretty much the same
one we saw Mickey Rourke’s
character navigate during the
course of “The Wrestler.” However, this ends on a note that is
far less nihilistic.
As so often been the case
throughout his career, Bridges
becomes the character. He buries

himself so thoroughly in the
role that there’s nothing of the
actor remaining. His intensity is
unflagging, his attention to detail
exacting. He gets everything
right, from the slow, deliberate
pace of someone carrying around
more weight than his 57 years
to the dead look in his eyes – a
sign of someone who has given
up. Yet, on those occasions when
he picks up a guitar and lets his
fingers dance across the strings,
some vestige of who he once was
is awakened. The other actors in
“Crazy Heart” do their jobs, but
this is Bridges’ film.
The film’s music is also a
highlight, particularly “The
Weary Kind,” the tune Bad
writes over the course of the film.
It works as more than just a soulful ballad written for the screen,
becoming something that can
be easily added to one’s rotation
of music without only evoking
memories of the film. Bridges
sings it beautifully, and it was no
surprise to see it win the award
for Best Original Song.
Ultimately, “Crazy Heart”
doesn’t add anything new to
this particular sub-genre, but it
is still a worthy entry. Bridges’
work keeps it from becoming a
forgettable film. Well crafted and
smartly performed, this is a film
that certainly deserves to be seen.
Grade: B+

don’t wear stilettos. Wedges and
espadrilles are a better option
because they are a bit more classy
and refined. Stilettos and shorts
screams tacky. Shorts are a good
daytime option, because they’re
casual and you can just throw
them on and go.
Summer shoes are awesome
because there are so many options. Flip-flops are the most
popular, with rubber versions like
Havainnas, and dressed-up versions with ribbon straps, like the
ones from J. Crew. Flip-flops are
comfy, casual and can be worn
with everything. For a more
dressed-up look, sandals are
next, such as the gladiator styles
which emerged a few years ago
and have stuck around. New this
year are gladiator-style sandals
with lots of studs. Studs toughen
up any outfit and are a unique
twist. Gems and jewels are also
on a lot of gladiator sandals this
season.
My favorite sandal is the Jack
Roger — the official sandal of the
prep. They go with everything,
and are so cute.
Summer heels are a breath

of fresh air from clunky winter shoes. These types include
espadrilles, wedges and wooden
heels. Espadrilles should not
tie-up around your ankle — those
are out.
I prefer wooden heels to
actually be wood, not look like
corkboard. Wedges are perfect
because you can wear them
during the day without looking
trashy. I wish I had a different
pair of wedges for every day of
the week.
An unexpected option for
the summer are flat ankle boots.
Combined with a day dress and a
scarf, ankle boots make a hippie/
rocker-chic outfit that’s youthful and different. Dresses should
never be worn with heeled boots,
this ruins the laid-back appearance of a day dress.
I have heard women complain
that dresses and skirts don’t look
good on them — this is a lie.
Dresses are a universally flattering article of clothing. They work
with every body type, height and
shape, and should be embraced
by all females. Go buy a ton of
dresses and have a great summer.

ductions, “Swan Lake” never
fails to leave a lasting impression. The show was filled with
dancers of absolute perfection
and beauty, leaving the audience with the impression that

they were immortal. However,
as one of the swans got caught
in the curtain during bows, it
reminded the audience even the
dancers are human and have
flaws just like you and me.
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Meager signings hurting the Red Sox
Here we are, three weeks into the
baseball season and
Boston Red Sox fans,
once again, are ready to
make judgements about
the entire season. And
with the Red Sox off
to a 5-9 start while division rivals New York
Yankees and Tampa
Michael Pare
Bay Rays are off to
10-3 and 10-4 starts, respectively, panic has gripped the fanbase.
Like any respectable group of ravenous sports fans, these premature judgments are often baseless and always
radical, but this year the whistleblowers
might be onto something. Currently every New England media outlet is tackling
this “panic” issue, and I really don’t want
to talk about it.
Since I don’t know anything about
hockey and I gave up on the Boston Celtics months ago, however, I find myself
at a loss for alternative contemporary
material.
The common argumentative theme in
the media has been to degenerate the issue into a completely pointless semantics
argument of exactly what level of doubt
we should be experiencing about the team
thus far.
Well perhaps panic is a bit of a strong

word, but I don’t think that a bit of perspiration given the slow start is out of the
question, or a bit of trepidation is warranted given the competitive climate of
the American League East Division are a
couple of the contentions you may hear.
But let’s face it, nobody is panicking about the Red Sox right now, and if
anyone is then I would recommend them
a therapist, a new hobby and some blood
pressure medication.
It doesn’t matter how our doubts about
the Red Sox’ less-than-respectable start
manifest textually. What does matter is
the reality that the team just isn’t that
good this year.
I have been saying since Spring Training this team is not as good as any of
the Boston playoff-contending teams of
the last decade, and it’s showing on the
field. Theo Epstein — preaching fiscal
conservatism — plugged in mediocre
free agents to address the team’s question
marks in the lineup, and then contradicted
that philosophy by signing John Lackey
to a five-year, $82.5 million contract.
Rather than go out and try to compete for a big bat in free agency, which
the Sox dearly needed, Epstein took the
high road by plugging holes with veteran
defensive specialists while neglecting the
offense. Unfortunately it appears the high
road was a highway to the Red Sox’ first

postseason-less year since 2006.
There may have been hope that David
Ortiz would finally rebound from the injury-riddled slump he has been in for the
greater part of the past two years, or that
the slick-fielding Adrian Beltre would
revert to his vintage L.A. Dodgers batting
form. These hopes have been promptly
squashed in the first three weeks of the
season.
Ortiz looks as rickety as ever, and
Beltre doesn’t have the same bat speed
he used to. Intuition tells me Ortiz will
never be the same since he stopped taking steroids and, while it has never been
proven, the same is probably true of
Beltre.
The defense has not been as good as
advertised so far, the poor starting pitching will likely come around, but it won’t
be vastly improved from over a year ago,
and without an offense that can consistently cover up off days on the mound,
the 162nd game seems the likely endpoint
to Boston’s 2010 campaign.
What is lost in all the bickering over
the emotional upheaval we should be feeling over Red Sox mediocrity, however,
is a team that never fails to sell out every
game and brings in as much revenue as
the Red Sox do owe their fans much more
than John Lackey and table scraps in free
agency.

Baseball

from Page B6

Staff photo by Amy Brooks

Tony Patane fields a throw at second on a stolen base by a Bates
College player Tuesday evening at Mahaney Diamond. University of
Maine won the game 7-2.

innings pitched.
Lewis got the scoring started for UMaine in the bottom
of the third with his first of
two triples, driving in catcher
Joe Mercurio.
Bates gained momentum
in the top of the fourth, tying
the game with an RBI single
by Bates catcher Gordy Webb.
The inning ended abruptly as
UMaine avoided further damage by turning a double play.
The Black Bears gained
control of the lead as Lewis
and Mercurio repeated their
third inning performance,
with Lewis driving in the second run with his second triple.
Keith Bilodeau (2-1), who
came on in relief for Lugbauer
to receive the win and getting
out of a small jam to keep
them going into the bottom of

the sixth.
Bates pitcher Karl Alexander (4-1) got caught up in a
jam in the sixth, when Michael
Spinosa came on in relief. With
the bases loaded, UMaine had
the man they wanted up to bat
in Lewis, who promptly delivered again, clearing the bases
with a three-run double.
Bates added one more run
late in the eighth, but a superb
diving stop by Black Bear
third baseman Tyler Patzalek
stifled any further damage.
Pitcher Ben Orvis, UMaine’s
sixth pitcher of the day came
on in the ninth to close out the
victory for the Black Bears,
7-2.
The Black Bears resume
action on Saturday at 1 p.m.
against America East foe Hartford University. The Black
Bears and Hawks will meet
for three games with a doubleheader Saturday and a 1 p.m.
contest on Monday.

Upcoming Games
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Thursday, April 22
Track and Field
Penn Relays in Philadelphia, Pa.
TBA

Friday, April 23
Track and Field
Penn Relays in Philadelphia, Pa.
TBA

Saturday, April 24
Softball
vs. UMBC in Orono (DH)
Noon
Baseball
vs. Hartford University in Orono (DH)
1 p.m.
Track and Field
vs. University of New Hampshire in
Durham, N.H.
TBA
Track and Field
Penn Relays in Philadelphia, Pa.
TBA

Sunday, April 25
Softball
vs. UMBC in Orono
11 a.m.
Baseball
vs. Hartford University in Orono
1 p.m.
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2010 UMaine Baseball
Who: University of Hartford
(8-20 overall, 2-5 America
East) at (University of Maine
(20-16, 4-3)
When: Saturday, April 24 at
1 p.m. (DH), Sunday, April 25 at 1 p.m.
Last meeting: April 12, 2009 – UMaine 2-1, Hartford 7-6;
April 13, 2009 – UMaine 14-1, 14-3
Where: Mahaney Diamond, Orono, Maine
Probable starting pitchers
RHP Jeffrey Gibbs, Fr. (5-2, 3.74 ERA, 55 K)
RHP A.J. Bazdanes, So. (3-3, 5.03 ERA, 44 K)
RHP Steve Perakslis, Fr. (2-4, 5.64, 41 K)
Top hitters
OF Taylor Lewis, So. (.409, 4 HR, 43 RBI, 11 3B, 18 SB)
C Joe Mercurio, Sr. (.367, 6 HR, 33 RBI)
UTIL Tyler Patzalek, Fr. (.350, 1 HR, 21 RBI)
SS Tony Patane, Sr. (.328, 4 HR, 30 RBI)
1B Joey Martin, Jr. (.328, 1 HR, 30 RBI)
Outlook: The University of Maine is coming off a split this
past weekend at Binghamton University, one of the chief contenders for the America East title. The Black Bears defeated Division III Bates College 7-2 in a nonconference game on Tuesday. They welcome the University of Hartford for a three-game
set this weekend. It will be UMaine’s first home conference
game. Hartford is currently in last place in America East with a
2-5 record and is coming off a series against Albany where they
dropped two of three. Statistically, the Hawks rank near the bottom of the conference in hitting and pitching. They are hitting
.280 as a team with Mike Aldrich (.366), Andrew Siano (.347)
and Mike Amendola (.337, 4 HR, 24 RBI) leading the way. Hartford’s pitching has been shaky this season, as they have the second worst pitching staff in the league with a 9.24 ERA. UMaine
continues to have the top hitting team (.314) as well as the top
pitching staff (5.10 ERA) in the conference. Seven regulars for
the Black Bears are hitting above .300 led by the top player in the
conference, Taylor Lewis. Freshman hurler Jeffrey Gibbs (5-2)
is the top pitcher in America East and has won his last four decisions. After this weekend’s three-game set with the Hawks, the
Black Bears welcome the conference’s top team, Stony Brook
(4-2), for a four-game series.

NBA

from Page B6
neither of them is the MVP. So
we can easily eliminate Nash
and Stoudemire from the mix.
The next group consists of
Bryant, Nowitzki and Anthony.
Again, none of these three
individuals is deserving of the
award, and there is a simple
explanation: Their supporting
casts are just too good. For the
Lakers, it’s Pau Gasol, Andrew
Bynum and Lamar Odom; for
the Mavericks, it’s Jason Kidd,
Shawn Marion and Caron
Butler; and for the Nuggets,
it’s Chauncey Billups, Kenyon
Martin and JR Smith. Each of
these teams has endless offensive options.
So that leaves Kevin Durant.
Of the six guys other than
LeBron that are consistently
considered MVP candidates,
Durant is easily the most deserving. He became the youngest player in NBA history to
lead the league in scoring this
year and led his team to their
first-ever playoff appearance.
He did it with Nenad Krstic
and Thabo Sefolosha in the
starting lineup.

Track

from Page B6

that I will be running with such
an elite crowd at Penns,” Conner said. “The only thing I am
focusing on is making sure I get
out with the middle group and
work my way up as much as I
can to run a PR.”
“This race is going to be very
different because they are only
doing one heat and there are,
like, 50 girls,” Conner added.
Both teams will look to add to
the good news they’ve received
in the past few days. Sophomore
Jesse Labreck earned the conference’s Female Track Performer
of the Week for her record-setting heptathlon. Freshman Ja-

Marathon

from Page B6

athon he runs. The costume lost
its amusing nature as my own
exhaustion developed.
It would be unreasonable to
expect an 18-minute improvement annually, but the Boston
Marathon is only minutely
about the time on the clock.
For those who are able to experience it, Boston is an event

Crossword
Solution

But the really disappointing
thing about the MVP discussions is the two guys who are
probably most deserving other
than Lebron are not even being
mentioned: the Chicago Bulls’
Derrick Rose and the Miami
Heat’s Dwayne Wade.
These two are as important
to the success of their teams
as LeBron is to the Cavs and
much more important than the
others I’ve talked about. Both
led their teams to the playoffs
and both did it with supporting casts made up of guys who
wouldn’t get on the court in
a pick-up game at the local
YMCA. Wade’s second option
is either an immature and thus
far disappointing Michael Beasley or a washed up Jermaine
O’Neal.
And who is Rose’s second
option? Luol Deng? Joakim
Noah? Please.
Again, LeBron James is going to win the MVP award and
it’s no secret. After leading a
pretty average group of guys
to the best record in the NBA,
he’s as deserving as anyone.
But if the award is truly meant
for the most valuable player,
Rose and Wade are right there
nipping at his heels.
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Former UM All-American Howard
excels for NHL’s Detroit Red Wings
By Adam Clark
MEC Staff

During Jimmy Howard’s career at the University of Maine,
the netminder compiled a 4723-10 record and ranked first in
school history with a 1.84 goals
against average and a .931 save
percentage. In the 2003-2004
season, his second at UMaine,
Howard had an All-American
season, setting NCAA records in
goals against average (1.19) and
save percentage (.956).
After leaving school early for
the professional ranks after his
junior season, the second round
draft choice of the Detroit Red
Wings spent a majority of his
first four seasons in the AHL.
This season, though, the former
Black Bears star took over for
Hall of Fame goalie Chris Osgood and has never relinquished
his starting spot in net for the
Red Wings.
On Tuesday night, Howard,
who compiled 15 shutouts in
his UMaine career, slammed
the door on the Phoenix Coyotes, stopping all 29 shots in a
3-0 shutout. The win tied up the
Red Wings/Coyotes first round
series.
Howard was stellar in net
this season for the Red Wings,
who have been in the last two
Stanley Cup Finals. For much

Roethlisberger
from Page B6

backlash and image were not
only hurtful to Roethlisberger,
but the Steelers organization
and the NFL.
When Roger Goodell took
over as the commissioner of the
NFL before the 2006 season,
he had a no-nonsense approach
to disciplining players, and it’s
no surprise to see he suspended
Big Ben for at least a fourth of
the regular season.
The question that remains
is if the Steelers will trade
their star quarterback and his
hefty $102 million contract.
They just traded troubled Pro
Bowl wide receiver Santonio
Holmes to the New York Jets
after another run-in with the
law and after learning he will
be suspended for four games.
Pittsburgh would be smart to
trade Roethlisberger if they can
acquire a top-10 draft pick this
season. The Steelers are a good

Photo by Travis Hall for The Maine Campus

Jimmy Howard speaks to kids during a clinic at Alfond Arena in February. Howard is a former netminder for the UMaine men’s hockey team and is one of the key players for the Detroit Red Wings.
He shut out the Phoenix Coyotes in a playoff game on Tuesday night to tie the series at two games
apiece.

of the season, Detroit was on
the outside of the playoff picture
due to numerous injuries to star
players. In the second half of the
season, though, the Red Wings
got healthy and were the hottest
team in the NHL, jumping up to
the five seed in the Western Conference.

Howard has been deemed
by many, including Red Wings
coach Mike Babcock, as the
team’s MVP. He has been a rock
in net for Detroit, compiling a
37-15-10 record this season.
His 37 wins rank eighth in the
league. His save percentage (.924
– fourth) and goals against aver-

age (2.26 – fifth) rank among the
top goaltenders in the league.
While the series is far from
over and now turns into a bestof-three series heading back to
Phoenix, Howard’s game four
performance just shows what the
former UMaine star has been doing all season.

situation for any quarterback
to come into because they have
a talented roster and a great
coaching staff. Roethlisberger
started as a rookie after Tommy
Maddox went down and led the
team to the AFC Championship
Game.
If they can snag a top-10
pick, Notre Dame quarterback
Jimmy Clausen will be around
and could be thrown into the
starting job from the beginning.
If the Steelers do hold
onto Big Ben and wait out his
suspension, they won’t have
that difficult of an early season
schedule. Dennis Dixon is a
young quarterback and will
most likely assume starting
duties with Roethlisberger out.
Although he doesn’t have the
passing skills of Big Ben, he
possesses good running and
playmaking skills.
In week one, the Steelers
have a big test at home against
Matt Ryan and the Atlanta
Falcons. The Falcons were
right outside of the playoffs last

year, but were hurt by injuries
to Ryan and star running back
Michael Turner. Even if the
Falcons are fully healthy, that’s
a winnable game for Pittsburgh.
In weeks two and three,
Pittsburgh is on the road at
Tennessee and Tampa Bay.
Tennessee is a tough team

back after four games, but in
the event that his suspension is
five or six, a home game with
Cleveland is winnable, as is an
Oct. 24 meeting at Miami.
The Pittsburgh Steelers have
a difficult dilemma with the
draft beginning tonight, but
they will probably hold onto

Pittsburgh is a class organization, and at
the end of the day they will make a decision on what’s best for the team.
with Chris Johnson leading the
way, but they don’t have a lot
other than that. Tampa Bay is
rebuilding and will not be good
this year.
Week four is the big game
when Baltimore visits Heinz
Field and Dixon might have
trouble with the Ravens defense, as he did last year in his
only NFL start.
Roethlisberger might be

their troubled signal-caller.
It’s hard to be a Big Ben fan
when he showed up to a press
conference the day before his
meeting with Goodell and had
a slicked-back mullet — looking the part of someone who is
up to no good.
Pittsburgh is a class organization, and at the end of the
day, they will decide what’s
best for the team.

mie Ruginski, for his matching
victories in the long and triple
jumps last weekend, was the
conference’s pick for Male Field
Performer of the Week a week
and a half before all nine teams
gather to sort out the final America East standings.
The women’s team may have
a legitimate chance to earn a spot
on the podium. The Black Bears
found themselves ranked seventh in the Northeast according
to polls released by the United
States Track and Field and Cross
Country Coaches’ Association.
That ranking tops the conference. The Penn Relays began on
Tuesday with the decathlon and
heptathlon. All other events begin Thursday at 10 a.m.
that draws out every emotion.
Complete strangers band together to endure the test of
one of the most physically and
mentally demanding courses in
the world.
Based on my 2:57:10 seed
time, I was not expected to
finish among the first 2,000
runners on Monday. I placed
774th and improved my Boston
qualifying time for 2011 in the
process.
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Column

Scoreboard

Baseball (Tue.) 7 2 Bates
Softball (Mon.) 3 6 Albany
Bruins (Mon.) 2 1 Sabres

Bears host division
foe over weekend
Last-place Hartford visits
Mahaney for three games

mainecampus.com

Celtics (Tue.) 106 77 Heat
Red Sox (Tue.) 7 6 Rangers
Red Sox (Mon.) 8 2 Rays

“I don’t think it had really sunk in yet that I will be running with such an elite crowd.”

Sox make puzzling
offseason moves
Boston not acting like a
big-market team

-Sophomore Corey Conner on the Penn Relays

Rose, Wade
deserve to
be in MVP
dicussion
While the NHL playoffs
and MLB regular season both
kicked off
recently,
it’s the
NBA
playoffs
that have
garnered
the most
attention
Mike Brusko
and highest
ratings thus
far. With high-profile suspensions (the Boston Celtics’
Kevin Garnett) and surprising
upsets (the Portland Trailblazers beating the Phoenix Suns
in Phoenix without their best
player, Brandon Roy) there are
already multiple story lines
developing. However, there is
something else that has stood
out to me after watching most
of the opening-round games:
Some very deserving candidates have been left out of the
MVP discussion.
There is no question that
Cleveland Cavaliers’ megastar
LeBron James is going to win
the award this year. I won’t
argue that he shouldn’t win, but
I will admit that I’m not convinced it’s as much of a landslide as everyone thinks it is.
The other names that have been
thrown around as deserving
candidates by most experts are:
the Oklahoma City Thunder’s
Kevin Durant, the Los Angeles
Lakers’ Kobe Bryant, the Dallas Mavericks’ Dirk Nowitzki,
the Denver Nuggets’ Carmelo
Anthony, and either Steve Nash
or Amar’e Stoudemire from the
Phoenix Suns.
First of all, when there is
more than one guy from the
same team is worthy of being named MVP, that means
See NBA on B5
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Lewis’ 5 RBIs lead UMaine past Bates
Sophomore hits 2 triples, base-clearing double; Bears set to host Hartford in 3-game series
By Jesse Scardina
For The Maine Campus

After a slow start at Mahaney Diamond Tuesday
evening, the University of
Maine’s bats finally picked
up against Division III Bates
College. The Black Bears
scored a run in the fifth inning
and five more in the sixth en
route to a 7-2 victory over the
Bobcats.
Sophomore center fielder
Taylor Lewis carried the load
offensively for the Black
Bears, driving in five runs on
a pair of triples and a baseclearing double hit in the sixth
inning that put the game out of
reach for Bates.
UMaine improved to 20-16
overall on the season, while
Bates fell to 14-8.
The pitching was on display early, while both teams
took the first inning in order.
Myckie Lugbauer was in control early on, striking out the
side in the second inning, six
overall in his 3 and one-third
See Baseball on B4

Staff photo by Amy Brooks

Taylor Lewis slides head first into third base for his first triple of Tuesday’s game. Lewis had two triples, a double and five RBI in
Tuesday’s 7-2 win over Bates College. The Black Bears host the University of Hartford this weekend for a three-game set beginning at 1
p.m. Saturday.

Masters takes on top runners at Penn Relays
By Derek McKinley
MEC Staff

The 115th running of the Penn Relays
treated the University of Maine well last
April.
The prestige surrounding the nation’s
oldest and largest track and field competition pushed the women’s 4x400-meter
relay team to become the first contingent
of Black Bears to compete in a Penn Relay final, where they set the existing record in the event at 3:44.73. In addition,
it pushed then-freshman Riley Masters to
a seventh place finish in the 5,000-meter
run, where his 14:23.25 finish also set a
record and gave the rest of the country
their first glimpse at the makings of an
All-American.
One year later, Masters will return to

the 5,000-meter race, where the nation’s
top collegiate competition is likely to
push him to another memorable performance. It will come one week before the

Berry

Conner

2009 Conference Rookie of the Meet defends his 5,000-meter crown at the America East championships in Durham, N.H.
In addition to Masters, junior pole
vaulter James Berry will compete indi-

vidually. Berry has struggled in recent
weeks, recording no height at UMaine’s
home meet and again last weekend at
Holy Cross. Berry holds the university

Labreck

Masters

record at 15-09.
Collectively, Black Bear sprinters will
be on display in the 4x200- and 4x400meter relays. At last year’s event, no
men’s relays were registered.

The Black Bear women have registered several formidable relays, although
the 4x400-meter record they put up last
year will remain safe for one more week.
UMaine will forego the event to showcase their red-hot sprinters in the 4x100
- and 4x200-meter relays. For good measure, UMaine has registered 4x800 and
distance medley teams as well.
Three individual female performers will also get a chance to show what
they’ve got on the national stage. Sophomore Jessica Bond and senior Alli Krous
will compete in the College Women’s
javelin throw, while junior Allie Conner
will compete in the Olympic Development 5,000-meter run.
“I don’t think it has really sunk in yet
See Track on B5

Boston Marathon: The experience of a lifetime Big Ben
has only
himself
to blame
By Steven McCarthy
MEC Staff

Just seconds after crossing
the finish line of the 114th Boston Marathon on Monday in a
personal-best time of 2:54.32,
I struggled to compose myself
for an interview with Portland Press Herald writer Jenn
Menendez.
“It was my second Boston.
Last year was a disaster,” was
the most comprehensible combination of words I could form,
and the quote Menendez used
in her story.
In 2009, I made my Boston
debut and learned to respect the
historic route from Hopkinton
to Boston. Overwhelmed by
ambitious goals for my second
marathon overall and the aura
of the event, I got an extralong look at the last eight miles
to the finish line on Boylston
Street, and shuffled across in
3:12 after a 1:26 opening half.
It ended so badly that when I
told my parents I planned to run
the Sugarloaf Marathon the following month to rebound mentally from the experience, I was
informed indirectly that my dad
would not attend because he
couldn’t watch his son suffer
like that again so immediately.
Before stopping to speak
with Menendez on Monday,
I waited for Crow Athletics
teammate Gary Allen of Great
Cranberry Island to finish about
a minute behind me. I passed
Gary shortly after making the
final left turn off Hereford
Street onto Boylston. Gary,
53, is one of a select few runners in the world to have run a

Courtesy photo

Steven McCarthy (right) and Gary Allen (to his left) head to the pack at the 2009 Sugarloaf
Marathon. The two runners are teammates on Crow Athletics and ran the Boston Marathon on Monday.

sub-three-hour marathon in five
consecutive decades. He helped
me bounce back after the Boston nightmare last year to crack
the three-hour barrier for the
first of three times.
Each of the more than 25,000
registered runners who take on
the Boston Marathon each year
have a different motivation for
doing it. Some run for charity,
some in remembrance, some to
triumph over the seemingly impossible challenge. And some
for the fact that the race is not
open to everyone, only to those

who meet the strict qualifying
standards.
I departed from the University of Maine on Saturday afternoon in a van with a group of
five experienced marathoners
from Nova Scotia. After doing
most of my winter training in
solitude, only I knew what type
of shape I was in, but didn’t
stress myself out with a specific
time goal for my first marathon
as a 23-year-old and 5th overall. I just wanted to cross the
finish line with no regrets.
A long phone call from my

best friend Sunday night helped
calm the inevitable anxiety, and
her words are something I credit to carrying me through the
Newton hills leading up to mile
21, and giving me the inspiration to hang on and not let all
that progress slip away.
Before the race, another
Crow Athletics teammate,
Amanda LaBelle of Rockland,
was a familiar face to wait with
in the second corral of 1,000
runners. Another 30 feet to
our left, the elite field of runners walked by on their way to

the head of the pack and gave
high-fives as they passed. Top
Americans Ryan Hall and Meb
Keflezighi were greeted with
“USA” chants. The clear, cool
day with a calm wind helped
Hall run the fastest Boston
Marathon ever by an American
and place fourth overall.
I ran entirely on feeling and
instinct, and passed the halfway point in a nearly identical
time as last year. Staying conservative is a necessary strategy in the early downhill miles
through Hopkinton, Ashland
and Natick. I bided my time
instead of darting aimlessly
around packs of runners. During the race, the memory of
2009 did not enter my mind
until I started surging past faltering runners on “Heartbreak
Hill,” the last of the Newton
hills.
All 26.2 miles of the course
were lined with spectators.
Most of their cheers were
aimed at the mass of runners
rather than individuals, but
each one was appreciated. One
girl’s cheer of, “Good job No.
2275!” didn’t phase me until I
lifted up my shirt to look at the
number pinned to my singlet.
Through the deafening Wellesley College “Scream Tunnel,”
just before the halfway point of
the race, runners forget their fatigue for a few moments.
A minor accomplishment in
the early stages of the race was
losing a Japanese man dressed
as Minnie Mouse. Evidently
the man appears as a different
Disney character for each mar-

With news that Ben Roethlisberger
will be
suspended
four to six
games for
violating
the NFL’s
conduct
policy, the
only words
Adam Clark
that come
to mind are
“good,” “great,” “awesome”
and “he deserved it.”
Roethlisberger is one of the
most talented quarterbacks in
the league and has led the Pittsburgh Steelers to two Super
Bowl titles in his young career.
However, the former University
of Miami (Ohio) star has put
himself in bad situation after
bad situation.
Recently, Roethlisberger
has been under the legal eye
because of an alleged sexual
assault on March 3 at a central
Georgia nightclub. A 20-yearold college student accused
him of sexually assaulting her
in the bathroom, while his
bodyguards would not let her
worried friends into the room.
No charges were filed due
to lack of evidence, but the
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