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[Conducted by Mrs. Florence Brooks
‘Whitehouse.]

HE Literary Digest of Oct. 9th
publishes at great length the
results of a poll of the press
of the United States upon the
question of VWoman Suffrage

and it will be well for those people
who believe with Mrs. QOliphant, that
‘sulfrage is going instead of com-
ing” to reflect a little.

Says the Digest: “It is gradually
‘becoming apparent that the mation
must cvoon face one of thinse great is-
sues in Government which is com-
parable to the struggle for manhood
suffrage—Woman who yesterday
was a political cipher, is today step-
ping up to occupy a plane of equality
with mian. The nature of the progress
of woman suffrage in the West con-
|vinees its friends that its adoption is
|to become general. . . . Are the peo-

/ple who enjoy it, satisfed? Will the

|people who have not ‘yet adopted 'it,!
|yield te it? Is there really a popular
deand for it?” The Literary Dig(*.',st,
in an effort to wguage the ‘at-
titude of the United States upon the
subject sent letters to 1,000 newspa-
| pars reguesting that they answer two
questions, one to determine the edi-
torial attitude teward the proposi-
tion, the other to discover the senti-
ment of the comimunity representod.
« . . The value of such a canvass
cannot be disputed: Every state re-
sponded freely. To state the resuit
brietly, the aves have it! An over-
whelining majority of editors faveor
it. Out of a total of 529 replies, 391
were affirmative, 97 negative and 38
undecided. . . The. communities
were: favorable 237, undecided 183,
negative 156. Among the undecided,
"howeyver, a large number are said to
. be “rapidly becoming move favor-
able.” i g 118

. In the resume we filnd some  very
interesting facts; one is the attitude
of the editors and  communities in
the suffrage states.themselves. In
these siatps 99 editors and 108 com-
munities are in fayor, with only 7
communities doubtful and 6 opposed;
while there are 12 editors opposed
and 6 doubtful. This, considering the
fact that suffrage is, ‘not working
out well,”” to quote the antis, lopks
surprisingly like ampprobation of tle
states themsclves. In, the campaign
states, the ratio for suflrage is not
iso high,. yet it is.for rather than
|against, which proves \what the suf-
fragists have always contended, that
the only need is edueation to make
the belief in suffrage universal. Qut

of 128 e¢litors in the eampaign. states,
98 are in favor, 16 owposed, and 14 on
the fenge. In the comymunities the
result is 62 in favor, 46 uncertain,
and 21 opposed.

The testimony from ‘the suffrage
states i’ most interesting, from the
most fulsoine praise as to the work-
ing of it, to the statements that it
has made no difference in anything.
Wyoming, Califerniar and ©Oregon
seem to be perfectly satisfied with
the results.. Colorado expresses the
same satisfaction but does not claim
that it has accomplished as much as
was expected of it. ~Only one paper
p’tah does not approve and endorse
it, ‘aushington wads almost unani-
mous for equal suffrage, being ex-
treme in its praise of the women |
‘voters.

The Digest says: “The consensus of
opinion in Washington and, in faect,

practically in all of the western]
states, seems to be summed up in
this editorial expression of the
Spokane Daily €hronicle: ‘A flve
Years' test of equal suffrage has not
converted the state of 'Washington
into a sweet and snakeless Garden
of Eden; but it has brought into
action a tremendous new force for
honesty, better morals, temperance
and cleaner living. It has maltiplied
the list of independent voters. Tt
has aroused a keener interest in the
duties of governments toward the
| poor, the sick, the unfortunate. It
has put fresh support behind every
lawmaker and every ofticial who
cares more for humanity than dol-
lars. It ‘has made it foolish for the
rounder to run for office, or for the
grafter or the boodler, once exposed,
to seek election again. The people
of Washington favor equal suffrage
Leartily, but not unanimously.

The good citizen, however, does favor
equal yuffrage for Washington, to-
day, te-morrow, and as long as the
republic stands.” Which would seem
to discount forever ‘Mr. Maling,” and
‘Mrs. Goddard,” and ‘Anna Bock,’
and four or flve more of the amnti
advocates in the ' various suffrage
stotes whc have been worked over
time by the ‘Protest’ and the anti-
suffrage speakers. Nevada is the
only suffrage state which does not
like suffrage, and Nevada \\'asl’pretty
rutten hefore the women came in, so
it is not to be wondered at that things
have not run smoothly. Opinion

HE resume of the campaign
states is' most interesting,
and we will have the oppor-
tunity before many davs to

. see¢ how nearly right it proves

to be. There is no questicn but the

sentimént’ is growing, all the time for
suffrage and if the campaign states
do not win this ¥ear, they doubtless
will in another eammpaign if theéy are
et enf}%nc‘hised by a federal amend-
ment  before they have a chaunce to
put the question up to the voters
again.  In all probability this will he
th.e only opportunity that the pecple
will hayve to give their women the
franchisé. Feeling for the federal
amendment is constanily 'growing
and one finds that the large majority
of reptesentatives whe hide behind

“statés. rights” are in truth “hiding”

because they do not approve of suf-

frage anvway and are not brave
enough to say sc. Already President

Wilson has bcen assailed by the

antis. Of course we knew he would.

is a victory for us. We belicve him
to be sincere. Even if he felt it
would losy him the presidency an-
other wvear, President Wilson Would
do what he felt to be right, yet if
he were working for votes alone, his
espousing the suffrage cause would
prove that he knew it to be winning
and too strong to repudiate, Who
knows, the President may be won
over to the federal amendment, later
o

has not had time to crystallize in
Nevada yet.” 3

n, F

Ida Husted Harper, in the North
American Review, wrote an illumi-
nating article upon the federal con-
stitution and I want to quote a few
paragraphs from it.

“The advantages of a .national
amendment are enormous. From the
|time it iy submitted, women are
freed from the humiliation of per-
sonal appeals to the individual voters
and ean concentrate their efforts on
the Legislatures. While not all of
the members are representative of
the highest citizenship, the lowest is
not usually found ameng them, and
their number is very small compared
with. the number of voters. Always
|thgre are legisiators of character and
ability, and ameng them ‘would be
| many “allies. What work should be
necessary In the constituencies for
|the sake ‘of influence, would be easy
.a,nd pleasant compared to the exect-
ing and endless demands of a state
campaign: The danger of fraudu-
lent votes, stuffed 'ballot joxes, and
counting cut ‘'would be avoided. It
would not be difficult to discover the
power behind hostile legislators and
find a“way to overcome it, or they
| could' pessibly be relegated to private
life. It 'would be a work of time,

but of ‘much ‘less tim® than *to ob- |

tain from' a Legislature, or perhaps
two, the -submission of an aniend-
ment @l then secure the majority
of the 'voters in the state—more than
a milllen and a half in New York,
for instance, and ‘a million and a
quarie?’ in Pennsy tania.

But whatever way we look at it, it!

““It 'is most unfair to hold that the
{ifteenth”” amendment is an insur-
nrountaple barrier against the en-
franchisément of svomen thru amménd-
ling the federal econstitution. The
question ‘as to whether it was con-
stitutionally adopted has always been
acutle’ehiough te make one party re-
luctant to agitate it and the other
{ bold to defy it. It was not the out-

growth: of a long, educational cam-
paign and a measure bearing equally
upon all parts of the nation, such as
women suffrage would be, ibut the
résult of civil-war and the overthrow
of an established.'system’; the forc-
ing upon one section of the country
by another section of an immense
body of voters undesirable at that
time from every standpoint.
national amendment to confer the
franchise on women, were submitted
now, . thére could .'‘be a :perfectly
legitimate wvote on it .in every state

by a Legislature elected by the legal |

voters of that state. The southern
states alone could supply enough
votes to defeat it and have some left
over, for it would require a ratifica-
tlon "of three-fougths of jall. the
states.  When the class of voters
that would be added to the electo-
rate, ‘should it'be adopted, is com-
pared with the class that was added
by the fiftéenth’ amendment, the in-
justice ‘of eonsidéring the two propo-
|| sitions as parallel edses' is' clearly
apparent and wholly inexcusable. -No
class ‘was ‘ever ‘enfrarichised: in ‘any
country so well qualified as are the
womer. of the United States.

“There i8 a wide misunderstanding
of this proposed amendmeént. It does
not take away from any state the
power to prescribe the qualifications
of its wvoters,. with the one exception
that it must not disqualify solely on
account of sex.i . . At present in
38 states women may be able to meet
every requirement for voting, but
because they happen to- be women,!
the state has power to 'keep them
disfranchised until the end of time.
Should this amendment be tadopted,
the states could still impose require-
ments as to age, property, education, |

residence — even the ‘grandfather’
clause’. would be as constitutional
asg it is now.” * i

When all this is taken into con-:
sideration the solicitude of some of
the northern senators as.to forcing
upon the southern states an added |
burden of negro women is most |
amnusing and cannot help raising the
questicn in the minds of the suf-
fragists as to the genuineness of
their advocacy of their cause.

The world “wags, merrily or other-
wise, and the suffrage cause moves
on. A charity worker said to the
writer, the other day, something to
this effect, altho not in these very'
words: “With all the suffering among
|'avomen '‘and -children that I see 1
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The writer did not reply to the re-
mark: because it-mould have taken
more time than was available at the
‘moment, but this estimable women
|%ailed . to understand, as £o. many
anti-suffragists do, that the :suf-
|fragists feel that the weork of ' the
charities, #hile necessary at: the
present time, is doing nothing toward
reaching the causes of the poverty
and sickness and degradation. That
is why women have pledged them-
selves, all over the™country, to work
for suffrage, because they do not
"believe poverty and illness and
degradation, as they exist to-day, are
necessary, and they ‘believe they are
reaching the fundamental cause of
these calamities when they demand
that the laws and the enforcement:
of them, shall rest in the hands of
the women as well as of the men.
The woemen will ¢éome into the elec-
torate, as a torrent of fresh water
comes into a muddy stream, and
purify it. Twelve states where the
experiment has been tried have tes-
tifled to this. To again quote The
Digest: “The opinions aré over-

cannot-help feeling ‘that it would be'
better to give up allegiance to some
lof the other causes and devote the
‘ltiwee to this particular charity.”

whelmingly in favor of the women,
the opposition being so small —tho
occasionally ‘little but loud’ —as to
be largely outvoted.”



Whitehouse.]

N SEPT. 2d there will be
held in Portland a meeting
which cannot fail to be
interesting to Maine suf-
fragists, and, we hope,

productive of much good to the Suf-
frage cause. The Congressional
Union represented by Mrs. TFlorence
Kelley, who is a member of the ad-
visory council, is planning thc meet-
ing and will speak herself upon the
‘“Aims and the immediate program of
the Congressional Union.” Other
speakers will be,announced later, us
well as the place of meeting.

The Congressional Union is work-
ing for the passage of the Federal
Amendment in Congress, in the belief
that that is the simplest and quickest
way of obtaining the enfranchisc-
ment of women, altho it is not op-
posed to the state rights methods as
well.

Mrs. Kelley writes, “In New York
I work in the Woman’s Polltical
Union for the New York amendment.
But I dare not stay in New York in
the summer so as a tax-payer in
Maine I work here. The Uniteqd
States Constitution provides two
methods of granting Suffrage, wihy
use the only one.”

We, in Maine, are unable to do
any definite thing for suffrage until
1817 because our legislature convenes
only once in two years, why .should
we sit back and wait in idleness for
the year to go by, when we can be
helping not only our own State, but
all the states by working for
Federal Amendment? This 1is the
most politically important year in
the whole history of tthe movement
in this country. Nearly 4,000,000 wom-
en can vote for the President of the
United States. One-fourth of the
Senate, one-sixth of the House, and
one-flfth of the electoral vote comes
fiom the states where women vote in
| Nationa! elections.
| In Congress the Federal Amend-
ment must be passed by a two-thirds
vote of the members of both Sena.e
and House, a quorum being present,
after which before it becomes a law
it must be ratified by three-fourths
of.the states therefore it is not forced
‘uwpon the states unwillingly, as its
'objectors woild have us believe, any
mire than any other question is for-

amendment won in our own Legisla-

thie 1

ilty. Working by states rights metih-
ods is slow and uncertain, and poli-
tics enter largely into the question.
Furthemore the vote must bea two-
thirds vote for the State amendment,
whereas for the ratification of the
Federal amendment, it need only we
a majority vote. A8 we all know,
counting by majorities the suffrage

ture last ‘winter by a vote of 55 but
we lost by 11 on a two-thirds volte.
The question of the enfranchising of
the negro women seems to some of
our representatives a large one, yet
according to the 1914 census, in 16 of
the southern states there are 466,627
more white wgmen than negro men
and women put together. May it nct
be that the enfranchisement of the
southern women is the only thing
which will save the south from the
burden it carrles in the enfranchise-
ment of negro men?

HERHKE are just 16 states in
the I'nion where women
have no suffrage, Maine is
one. There are all full suf-
frage states and one other

where women can vote for President,
There are 21’ other states where wom-
en have a partial right to vote—gen-
erally for members of the school
boards. The Independent says of this
situation ‘“So in two thirds of the U.
S. the question is no longer, ‘Shall
women vote?’? It is rather, ‘Shall
women who vote for this be allowed
to vote for that es well And in
one quarter of the states that ques-
tion has been answered in the af-
firmative.

Let us face the issue squarely.
Since women may vote on child edu-
cation, why not on: c¢hild laber?
Since women may have a hand in
the spending of public moneys for
hiring schownlteachers, why not for
employing food inspectors? Since
their votes may influence the build-
ing of a schoolhouse- why not of a
post oftice? If women are to vote at
all they should vote in all the states.
If woman’s place is in the home, it
is a bad for her to take place on a
school board as on.a health board.
For two -thirds of the U. S. the ques-
tion of women'’s voting is settled. The
only open question is the further ex-
tension of suffrage to women.' To
that question logic, good sense 'and
fair play can have but one angwer."

Many people in. Maine feel that
since suffrage was defeated last win-

ter there is nothing to do until an-
other year, this meeting of the con-
gressional Union will convince them
to the contrary, In four campaign
states men and women are working
to win in their own states, and all
over the country the Union is work-
ing for the federal amendment. Maine
has a good chance to help the other
states unless she feels as one Maine
anti does that here is “no need (o
work for suffrage since the laws in
Maine are so good.” A little altruism
won't hurt us any. From February g
July in San Francisco at the Exposi-
tion the Union enlisted 600 membe1s
chiefly voters from all parts of the
country, They = will heip with the
amendment in January, @ President
Wilson hasg announced ‘his intention
of stating his position upon suffrage
this fall, before his own state, New
Jersey, votes upon it. Congress can
pass the Federal Amendment before
the Presidential election if it so de-
sires and that is what tihe Congres.
sional Union is working to bring
about, For the first time in the histo-
ry of suffrage a Presidential election
denpends on the votes of four million
women, and this even tho none of the
campaign states win out.

The Congressional Union feel par-
ticularly hopeful of winning the
amendment next winter because they
made such progress in the 63d Con-
gress, For the firgt time since 1887
theeamendment was debated; it re-
celved g favorable report in the Sen-
ate for the first time since 1892; was
reported to the House of Representa-
tives for the first time since 1894;
was voted upon in the Senate for the
first time since 1887 receiving a ma-
jority of one and failing of the nec-
essary two thirds by only 11; was
voted on in the House for the first
time in our history reeeiving: 174
votes and failing by only 78 of the
necessary two thirds.

HE San Francisco Bulletin
commenting upon Senator
Phelan’s declaration that

: not a right says.

“Privilege is defined by Noah Web-
ster’s heirs and exeecutors as a ‘law-
for exemption from the common pro-
visions of a law, in favor of an in-
dividual or a body; peculiar advan-
tage, right or immunity; prerogative’
Sen. Phelan was therefore stepping
among some fine distinetions when
he told the regimental delegation
from the Congressional Union for
Woman Suffrage that suffrage is a'
privilege and not a right.’ If the
Senator was speaking in terms of

he had abundant reason on this side.
The suffrage is in practice a privilage
just so long as there is a distinction

ced by the majority upon the minor-

against any normal members of the
adult~ population. It will remain a

" Ade 7L EENFAr—y LA L
vote on equal terms with men. 8o
that all Senator Phelan really saild
| when he called suffrage a privilege
| was that it was something that men
had kept from women without regard
to justlce or injustice, by the use of
naked force. By implication he actu-
ally advised them to use force. Not
that he meant this, Not that he
dreamed of it. He merely, by inad-
vertence, saild it. There is no doubt
that the women will indeed use force
and win by it, Probably, they will
not burn down the Phelan building,
but they will use the force of votes
where they already have them, the
force of personal character, and the
force of economic efficiency. Aftér
that suffrage will cease to be privi-
lege and become a right.”

“l believe many men g0 to the sa-
loon, club, lodge and devil, because
of the weak vapid, inane, unintelli-
gent tittle tattle of empty headed
women who have no interest beyond
the wash tub, oaramels or poodle,”
sald Dr. Awugustus H. Barnett of
Philadelphia the other day.

suffrage is a privilege and‘

‘i’ rather than in terms of 'ougl}g-

The following excerpt is taken from
the letter of an Anti Suffragist 1a
the Brooklyn Eagle the other day;
“Take child labor, Who kicks up all
the row about that? Not men certain-
ly. No, Suffragettes. Children avra
perfectly comfortable working in ti.
canneries, Those who work in the
canneries come from a class of peo-
|ple who are accustomed to labor
hard, who have nothing and if their
children didn’t work in the canneries
they would probably starve to death.
Then take all this rot about the
working girls. They get far mora
now than they are worth in wages.
They were perfectly satisfled to work
ten hoursa day for ten centsan hour
untjl the suffragists came along and
stirred them up. Barnes is perfectly
right in trying to stop this fool class
legislation ‘Widowed Mother's Pen-
sions’ and ‘Postman Pensions,’ ‘min-
imum wage and ohild labor etgc.,
which threaten the prosperity of

the men to vote ‘No’ on November
‘2nd.” ]

C%i‘eenmaoa Qo\\,‘;
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AV mumawor W o recsit asninl o
the Ass. Opposed to Womaﬁ
Suffrage that they are support-
ed by the liquor interests, the'
Ant! Saloon League Superin-

tendent of New Jersey -writes in the.

American i{ssue of August 6; “The

Supt. ‘holds no commission from the

suffrage association, nor has he ever

made a suffrage speech in New Jer-

Sey or any other state, Yet he has

become so thoroly disgusted with the

lies that are being told that he wigh-
es to state that in 'his experience of
|ten years or more in the fight against
rum he has found that the liquor in-
terests will spend as much money
and fight as hard to defeat the right
of women to vote as to defeat diroct
legislation against the traffic itself.””
In a 500 mile trip in her automobile
thru the Eastern part of the slate,
your correspondent thad many inter-
esting experiences, From the front of
the car the ‘“Votes for Women"’ ban .
ner floated in the breeze and was the |
cause of many pleasant conversationg
along the way. One man sald, “I take
off my hat to your flag,” and pro-
ceedqd 80 to do., “Hurrahs,” were
ﬁent into the air as the car passed or
Good luck to you,” followed the dis-
appearing automobile. One chance
meeting with an assistant editor of
one of the Massachusetts papers, as

the car was held up by a truck whhilch
was stuck in the mud led to g very
interesting talk over the Mass, situa-
tion. “I am inclined to think that
;\:ou.wlll win out,” the editor said
I sincerely hope you do, but the li-.
quor interests are working hard in

Amendment , and a resume of

Mass. to defeat you, They are putting
up a great deal of money and will
put up a great deal more. Whether
the Antls are willing to admit it or
not, they are being financed largely
by the liquor people, All newspaper
men know it, And all politicians
know it, #t does no good for the al.-
tis to demy it.” i

If any of the readers who are in-
terested in the meeting of the Con-

this country. Now it only remains for sressional Union on September, will
lwrite direct to Mrs. Whitehouse at
1Squirml Island she will give thera

any information she is able to give
and send coples of the feders,
its
progress. A full program of the ex-

ercises wil] be published soon,
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[Conduoted by Mrs. Florence Brooks
‘Whitehouse.]

has at last taken a stand upon

the suffrage question and given

it his support, is a cause for
great rejoicing among thé suffragists
far and wide, The time has come,
he says, when the women of New
Jersey should be given full citizen-
‘ship, and he also thinks they will
help the state. McAdoo, Redfleld,
Wilson (secretary of labor), Garri-
son and Tumulty also will support
the measure.

T»-day in 12 states women can vote
fur Fuesident. At the last presi-
‘dontial eloetion there were only six.

“The Suffragist” of Oct. 2 has
printed excerpts from Gail Laugh-
lin’s speech at the San Francisco
convention. I wish there were room
to quote the report .in its entirety,
but wa must be satisfled with a few
quotations. She speaks of the ab-
surdity of the Initiative and refer-
endum upon the suffrage question in
the United States, altho we consider
it good for individual states. S8he is
a strong bellever in the federal An-
thony aimnendment. ‘“Year after year,”
she said, ‘“‘Susan B. Anthony and
others went up against the wall of
prejudice known as the U. 8. Con-
grens and asked for an amendment
to enfranchise 'women, and year after
year they went away again disap-
pointed; and then from far off
across the snow-peaked Rockies, thru
the darkness of their disappointment,
there came a flashing gleam of light.
Wyoming, Colorado, Utah and Idaho,
to their undying glory, declared the
soll of thelr states free soil on which
women as well as men were free.
« +« « Whatever amendment we are
for, we are all for national suffrage.
That is our goal. We are all agreed
on the thing to get. How, then, is
the best way to get it. Mrs. Mack-
rille has answered that the 'best way
to got it Is by team work of the
suffrage states. It is possible,
women voters, for us to realize our
power and to use it for the liberty
of the women 'who have not recelved
it, and, as Mrs. Mackrille has so elo-
quently sald, if we regard the rights
and liberty of women as sacredly as
we regard the rights of men, there
[15 no answer but one that we would
send back to the call of the eastern
We
‘We

‘THE fact that President Wilson

states to come and help them.
will send back the answer,

wilg
M been campalgning in New
Jersey for suffrage, and what
she says about the working out of
suffrage in Illinois is well worth re-
peating. To quote her in part:

““We are slowly but surely chang-
ing the character of the city council.
The same quality of alderman that
ran for office before, does not dare
to run now, because he has to cam-
paign bhefore women voters, who ask
intelligcnt questions, and he has to
answer these questions in terms of
clean milk, playgrounds, bathing
heaches, the state of public institu-
tions, etc. Thc women of Chicago
do what their husbands have no time
to do, -because they are busy earn-
ing their living. Women in consid-
erable numbers attend all the meet-
ings of the city council, and of every
important administrative body in
Chicago, and of all their committees.

RS. BASS, president of the
Chicago Woman’s club, has

They listen carefully to the proceed-
ings and carry. the news home to
every supper table. For the first
time, the candidates have to face an
informed constituency. Since getting
the ballot we have secured a boys’
court, policewomen, and other good
things, and the garbage question is
on the way to a satisfactory settle-
ment. We cannot vote for-  county
officers, and we have a bad county
board; Mut we have a vote on ap-
propriations, and we are refusing to
glve theam any money. Amon® our
mosl important achievements are the
improved character of the city coun-
cil and the defeat of bond issues
Where the money would be handled
by the ~worst type of politiclans.
Most of the men of Illinols have re-
‘ceived the women as partners in the
task of governing the city with a
great spirit of welcome and cordial
co-operation. They feel that they
needed us more than we needed the
vote. Here was this great body of
unused citizenship, which was intel-
ligent, Informed as to conditions,
with the time to give to civic work.
They are glad to have us. The only
people that are sorry that women
have been given the ballot, are cer-
tain great corrupt interests and the
professional politiclan, who knows
that a. woman’s conception of the re-
spunsibilities of municipal govern-
ment does not include the sinister
things for which he stands.

N Oct. 9 the Literary Digest
will contaln interviews by tele-

gram from about one thousand
newspapers thruout the Unit-
ed States on the question of woman
suffrage. Replies from the majority
of them have already been recelved,
and at the present time about two-
third of them are in favor of it.
The convention of women voters

Just clesed in San Francisco was full

of inspiration to the.wemen who had

come from the North and the 18ast® to be the modus operandi.

and the West to proclaim their be-
llef in the Jjustice of Votes for
Women, and to register the appeal
of thousands and thousands of other
women who could not travel across
the country that the women of the
United States be enfranchised by
federal amendment. There were 10,000
people In the crowd, under the starry
California sky when Miss Anglin de-
livered to Miss Frances Jolliffe and
Mrs. Sara Bard the resolutions and
petitions they are to bear to Con-
gress and to the President. -

Miss Anglin said in presenting the'

petitions: “I am not saylng words
alone. The hopes and the hearts of
thousands of women go with you,”
and Miss Jolliffe answered: “We are
going thru the states where women
are enslaved in factories and in mills,
where theyv work long, back-aching
hours and cannot register their pro-
test anyway. We are only two wo-
men, but we go armed with the fight-

ing strength of four million to do our

best to help sct other women free.”

These two ladies are to travel by'

automobile across the country. Their
car was deccorated with the suffrage
colors, and left amid the cheers of
the vast crowd.

of the world there had come together
from the four points of the compass,
from every state in the Union, wo-
men who felt they were fighting in
4 hely war. More than onc-halt dis-
‘ranchised, they had pourcd into a
‘reo state to ask that the women of
the West, with the power of the bal-
lot in their hands, aid them in their
struggle in the East—a struggle that
has lasted half a century and more
And the westiern voters in that con-
vention assembled had risen to this
solemin demand, almost as one wo-

man. They made definite plans for
the coimning campaign; they passed
resolutions to be sent to Congress—
and powerful are the resolutions that
are backed by four million voters
—and they had done more. They had
elected delegates to carry the mes-
sage to Congress, to appear before
every congressional committee, to
see the suffrage bill thru the House,
and to stay till the last gun was
fired.’

Arpropos of the criticism which the
Congressional Union has been sub-
jected to in flghting as it did last
year against the democratic party as
‘a 'whole, comes the following in the
San Francisco Bulletin written by
Spencer Miller, jr., of the Industrial
Relations Commission: ‘““A govern-
ment of laws and not of men is one
of the myths of American politics.
A government of men and parties of
men is the fact. For back of every
law is a man executing it, and back
of every administration is a party in
control. Responsibility, there-
fore, bacomes a matter of party re-
sponsibility. And responsible govern-
ment is the watchword of twentieth
century politics. The problem of
| making government responsive and
responsible is the problem of making
parties in general and the party in
power, in particular, responsive and
responsible. External pressure seems
Political
party pressure, far from being In-
dictable, is highly commendable. It
{s not an attempt to embarrass a
party, but rather to: vitalize the con-
tact between the people and the
party. . For unless governments
do respond to human needs and more
accurately reflect in thelr operations
the aspirations of the people, they
have not justifled their existence.
More and more should government
tend to become a barometer to so-
clal pressure. Consclously should it
address itself to the problems of
humanity. Organizations created with
| this purpose of intelligently directing
governmental agencles are distinctly
a public asset. These are some of
the outstanding facts ef contempo-
rary American politics. And this is
one of the causes which has brought
the Congressional Union Into being.
The effectiveness of the organization
arises from this very shunning of the
, myths and seeing the facts for mod-
ern politics. It is an adaptation of
i twentieth century political machinery
tt(l) tw?ntleth century political condl-
ons.”

The San Francisco Bulletin says of

the meecting in California:

“There was probably not one man
or woman In that great audience,
judging from the hush that fell upon
the mass of people at the heginning
of ccremonies, who missed the big
significance of the occasion. In this
tremendous exposition of the high
accomplishment of men and women
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