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4 50TH COMMENCEMENT SUPPLEMENT TO THE MAINE ALUMNUS»

Address by Hon. William R. Pattangall ’84 
at the Fiftieth Anniversary Exercises

June 4 ,  1922
I want to talk with you today con­

cerning a plain and homely matter. I 
want to talk to you about the State of 
Maine. It seems to me that the time 
and the occasion warrant the selec­
tion of that subject for discussion.

The emphasis of these exercises is 
retrospective. Our attention is called 
so sharply to the fact that we are 
celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of 
the graduation of our first class that 
our minds involuntarily drift to the 
past and dwell in affectionate remem­
brance upon the things that are gone.

But after all, a review of the past, 
while always of interest, has no prac­
tical value excepting as the past in­
terprets the present and serves as a 
light and a guide to the future.

Fifty years is a fairly long time 
in the history of any American col­
lege. It is a very appreciative period 
even in the world’s history. One-third 
of the entire time of our nation’s life, 
one-half of the time of the life of 
our state is embraced within the 
scope of that fifty years.

Fifty years ago these United States 
had a population of about 40 million, 
which since that time has increased 
more than 250 per cent. There were 
only 37 states in the Union then and 
nine territories. The great domain 
that lies between the Mississippi and 
the Rocky Mountains was almost 
wholly unsettled, as was the territory 
adjacent to Puget Sound. Alaska was 
as inaccessible and apparently as val­
ueless as the utmost Polar region.

Our attention had been called to 
the desirability of annexing the Vir­
gin Islands but the suggestion had 
been abruptly and emphatically re­
jected. We had not even dreamed of 
acquiring Hawaii or Porto Rico and 
the most vivid imagination could not 
have visualized the American flag 
flying over the custom houses of Ma­
nila and Iloilo. We had just emerged 
from the shadow of a great civil war 
and were wrestling with the problem 
of reconstruction. Nationally, those 
fifty years represent tremendous 
progress. From a nation whose life 
had been in imminent danger, whose 
credit had been seriously impaired, 
whose destiny seemed to remain at 
best an isolated country with its 
boundaries unalterably limited to a 
certain circumscribed continental area,

we have become, in fifty years, to be 
the most powerful and wealthy peo­
ple of modern times, a world empire, 
the greatest governmental force in 
existence and apparently destined to 
become the arbiter and controlling 
factor in the affairs of the civilized 
world. No American citizen can 
study the history of that half century 
without mixed feelings of tremendous 
pride and wondering amazement.

The growth of this university, the 
little commonwealth, whose sons and 
daughters we are and in whose honor 
we meet today does not compare bad­
ly with our wonderful national 
growth.

In its modest home, here in rural 
Maine, its progress has kept pace 
with the progress of the government 
which called it into being.

Starting from nothing, it has justi­
fied the hopes of its far-seeing found­
ers. It has firmly established itself in 
the educational world and has won a 
place for itself among schools of its 
kind which entitles it to the respect 
of all men and warrants the proud 
affection of its sons and daughters.

The world has moved in 50 years. 
The nation and the University of 
Maine have moved with it. Perhaps 
it might be fairly said that much of 
the progress of the world in that time 
has been because of such institutions 
as this in which men’s minds are 
trained in lines that make for dis­
covery and invention. Fifty years 
ago the electric railroad was unknown, 
the electric light had not been in­
vented, the telephone had yet to be 
thought of, wireless telegraphy had 
not been imagined, the gas engine was 
unheard of, and therefore automo­
biles, motor boats and aeroplanes 
were impossible.
__The laborious toil of the farmer
had not then been lightened by the 
scores of labor-saving devices now at 
his command, and the productive ca­
pacity o f our factories was so limited 
by the crude machinery employed in 
them that 11 and 12 hours daily work 
on the part o f laborers, men and 
women, was deemed necessary to 
supply the needs of the country.

In 50 years, industrial life has been 
revolutionized and commerce devel­
oped to a point that would have been

incomprehensible to the founders of 
this institution.

A mere matter of fact, recital of 
the changes which have come sinceI
1872 inspires the thought that mira­
cles are performed so frequently that 
they cease to be miracles and instead 
become the commonplace and ordinary 
phenomena of daily life.

In the panoramic view that passes 
before us when we recall the events 
of the period to which our minds are 
addressed, we cannot help but note 
that here and there are peoples and 
communities which have not kept step 
in this great progressive march. 
Stragglers from the ranks who have 
dropped out of their places near the 
front line and gradually drifted back 
until they have joined the rear guard.

Is Maine among that number?
I love the State of Maine as does 

every man and woman here present. 
I am no longer a young man and 
with the exception of some six years 
I have spent all my life in Maine. 
My parents and my grandparents 
were born and lived and died in 
Maine. My children live here. My 
grandchildren live here. I hope that 
they may all spend their lives here 
and that generations of their descend­
ants may do likewise.

In what I say of Maine I wish it 
realized that I speak from a mind and 
a heart filled with loyalty to her and 
hers. But it is no part of love or 
loyalty to shirk the truth.

What of Maine during these 50 
years ?

In 1872 Maine was outranked in 
population by 22 states. Today we 
are the 35th state among 48.

Since 1872 we have gained 25 per 
cent in numbers while the nation has 
gained 250 per cent.

Of our 16 counties, five show a loss 
in population aggregating 35,000, one 
has remained stationary and the other 
ten have gained. More than 35 per 
cent of the whole gain is in the coun­
ty of Aroostook. The larger part of 
the remainder is in a few manufactur­
ing towns and cities. If it had not 
been for a score of these centers the 
whole state would show a falling off 
excepting in Aroostook county.

For example, Penobscot county in 
50 years gained 13,000, 6,000 of this 
gain is in Millinocket and East Milli­
nocket, towns which the genius of in­
dustry created from the wilderness 
since 1872. The growth of Bangor 
alone accounts for the remaining 7,000 
and the growth of the few remaining 
prosperous towns is absorbed by coun-
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ter losses in the rest of the county.
This situation is typical of about 

one-half of the state. Aroostook 
stands in a class by itself. The re­
maining counties show no progress 
and five of them an aggregate loss 
in population equal to the entire num­
ber of people living in the city of 
Lewiston, our second largest munici­
pality.

We have gained about 140,000 in­
habitants in 50 years. Over 200,000 
Maine-born men and women are living 
outside of Maine. They have been 
replaced in part by those who have 
come into our more prosperous manu­
facturing towns. Sometimes the ex­
change has been beneficial, sometimes 
not.

Almost two-thirds of the boys and 
girls who have attended this institu­
tion are living outside of Maine. 
Nearly all of them were Maine bom, 
Maine raised, Maine educated, and by 
far the larger part of them country 
bred.

Maine men and women have helped 
greatly in building up the other 47 
states. So has Maine money. Our 
banks very largely, and our private 
citizens as well, have helped finance 
many worthy and very many un­
worthy enterprises in every state in 
the Union.

Our principal exports for 50 years 
have been men, women and money. 
How long can we keep that up and 
prosper ?

During the 60 years ending with 
1850 Maine developed from a Massa­
chusetts colony inhabited by a scat­
tered population of 96,000 to a great 
commonwealth of half a million peo­
ple. Her gain in population was al­
most exactly commensurate with that 
of the Nation. Massachusetts has 
gained 300 per cent in population 
since 1850; Connecticut 400 per cent; 
Rhode Island over 400 per cent.

Maine’s gain is about 50 per cent. 
The country at large has gained 400 
per cent.

Mere numbers are not the sole cri­
terion of a state’s greatness, but num­
bers count and no state can stand the 
steady drain on its native, rural and 
suburban population which Maine has 
been subjected to for years and pros­
per.

Unless conditions change the next 
50 years will tell a sad story for the 
state we love, and there is no need 
of it. Maine brains, Maine industry, 
Maine thrift, Maine integrity, Maine 
manhood and Maine womanhood, 
Maine labor and Maine capital can

combine to restore this state to its 
proper place in the sisterhood of 
states and to keep it in the front rank 
of progress.

Maine has great agricultural possi­
bilities. We stand at the gateway of 
that thickly settled territory which, 
beginning at Boston, extends for 600 
miles to the nation’s capital through 
New York, Brooklyn, and Philadel­
phia. A territory embracing the 
densely populated states of Rhode 
Island, Connecticut and New Jersey, 
in which thousands of factory workers 
are ready customers for the product 
of our farms.

We can make our own market. We 
have manufacturing and commercial 
possibilities unexcelled in America. 
Our water powers, used directly or 
developed hydro-electrically, call aloud 
for mill wheels to turn and may be 
made as great an asset as the coal 
mines of Pennsylvania or West Vir­
ginia.

It is their development that made 
Millinocket and East Millinocket, 
Rumford and Woodland possible. It 
is to their development that Lewiston 
and Auburn, Waterville and Skowhe- 
gan and Madison, Brunswick and Old 
Town and a score more of our thriv­
ing and prosperous cities and towns 
owe their existence.

Any policy that even tends to dis­
courage the investment of capital in 
developing these powers is suicidal.

We have a source of wealth in our 
shore fisheries. And to a great ex­
tent an undeveloped and unprotected 
mine. The gifts of God are little ap­
preciated and because our fisheries 
needed neither planting nor cultivat­
ing to produce a harvest, we have 
treated that asset much as the prodi­
gal son treated his inheritance.

Our harbors lie nearer to Europe 
than do any other American harbors. 
Portland is the national winter port 
for the great stream of commerce 
which must flow between Canada and 
Europe and should eventually con­
trol a vast import and export trade.

Portland has a right to rival Boston 
and Baltimore in the volume of her 
foreign trade and to become no mean 
figure in the field of world commerce 
even when compared with Philadel­
phia and New York. With Canada 
Northwest for a background, with her 
harbor facilities properly developed 
and with the right kind of rail con­
nections established and maintained, 
Portland can become one of the great 
commercial cities of the country.

We have a tremendous resource in
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our forests. Properly handled, that 
resource need never become less. We 
are not beginning to utilize our forest 
products fully nor have we even hard­
ly entered upon a constructive policy 
of forest preservation.

There are fortunes in Maine’s hard­
woods. That source of wealth has not 
as yet been tapped.

Our climate alone, our scenery, our 
sea shore, our lakes, our mountains, 
are all assets, and assets of which we 
talk much and make little.

There is no need for Maine to retro­
grade. There is no need for Maine to 
stand still. Maine has a future just 
as bright and just as good as men 
and women like ourselves are willing 
to make it.

And it seems to me that it is pecu­
liarly up to us, sons and daughters of 
this university, to make that future 
what it ought to be.

We, all of us, have worried a good 
deal because Maine did not do as much 
as we thought it ought for the Uni­
versity. Let us turn that around for 
a while and see how much the Uni­
versity can do for Maine.

There are 2,000 men and women in 
Maine who attended this institution 
for a time at least. Two thousand 
Maine people united in pursuing one 
ideal, can accomplish anything. Let 
us all get together for Maine and see 
what we can do. Let us learn and 
preach and practice the doctrine of 
service to Maine, let us learn and 
preach and practice the doctrine of 
loyalty to Maine, let us learn and 
preach and practice the doctrine of 
faith in Maine, in her industries, in 
her resources and in her future.

Let us dedicate ourselves and our 
savings, our boys and our girls to the 
upbuilding of Maine. Let us study 
Maine, find her weaknesses, remedy 
them; find her needs, supply them; 
find her resources, develop them.

Let us prove to Maine that the 
state builded wisely in establishing 
this institution and prove to the world 
that Maine- is a necessary and impor­
tant factor in doing the world’s work.

Let us make the next 50 years of 
life in Maine such that when it is re­
viewed, Maine will lead in progress 
and so that then no one will need to 
delve into the misty past in order to 
find reason to boast of Maine’s 
achievements, but can discuss them as 
matters of present, current interest.

Let us do these things in the name 
of the generations that preceded us, 
generations which produced not only 
material prosperity here in a pioneer 

(Continued on page 8)
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Speech Delivered by President Little
at the Alumni Banquet, June 4 ,  1922

It seems to me desirable at this 
time when new things are in the air 
to talk over at some little length what 
we can aim for and try to achieve at 
the University of Maine.

We must admit at the outset that 
an institution like the University of 
Maine is bigger and more important 
than any one individual or group of 
individuals of a particular sort. On 
the other hand we must also admit 
that a single institution, no matter 
how great it may become, is the serv­
ant of the larger commonwealth, the 
state, just as that in turn must recog­
nize its role as a part of the larger 
whole, the Union.

What then are some of the duties 
and opportunities which the state uni­
versity should recognize and which 
our own particular institution should 
do its best to fulfill and to utilize?

It is clear at the outset that these 
duties and opportunities will be of two 
general sorts, those which are general 
or common to endowed and state uni­
versities alike and those which are pe­
culiar to the latter type of institution.

A recent communication by Dr. 
Hugh Cabot in the Harvard Alumni 
Bulletin on The State University and 
the Endowed University has, among 
other things, brought home to me the 
need for a careful consideration of the 
factors involved. This article, coming 
as it does from an alumnus of a col­
lege and professional school of one of 
our most richly endowed universities, 
shows a knowledge of the past and 
present of the two types of institution, 
but a singular absence of constructive 
and clear thinking as to their futures.

First let us take up some of the 
general factors which all efficient ed­
ucational institutions have or should 
have in common. You will see as we 
discuss them that they involve funda­
mental characteristics necessary in all 
forms of high human endeavor; in 
other words, they are not confined to 
education alone unless education be 
defined as it might well be to life 
itself.

One such quality is the establish­
ment and enforcement of a standard 
governing the quality of material to 
be used for a definite purpose. In the 
case of educational institutions this 
means the quality of the young men 
and women to be admitted and to be 
retained in those institutions. In this 
respect I fail to admit the need of

a dual standard of the type mentioned 
by Dr. Cabot.

Speaking of the state universities 
he says: “ It will not be practicable 
for them importantly to limit their 
attendance. In theory they may do so 
but one may fairly doubt whether 
they will find it either expedient or 
possible,” and again, “ They must, I 
think, face the fact that quantity pro­
duction is their business and they 
must deal with it.”

As a necessary future for the state 
university I fail completely to sub­
scribe to these statements though I 
frankly admit that application at 
present. No institution, state or en­
dowed, has the right to adopt the 
“ quantity first” slogan. If its equip­
ment is sufficient and its faculty ade­
quate to train large numbers to its 
highest grade of efficiency then let it 
do so, but the invitation to become a 
carrier and trainer of humanity in the 
way that Masefield has aptly spoken 
of the modern commercial vessel with 
its cargo of quantity production, “ fire­
wood, ironware and cheap tin trays,” 
is not accepted by the University of 
Maine.

A more specific point bearing on 
this same question of standards is to 
be found in the nature of admission 
requirements. Here again I must 
refer to the Harvard Alumni Bulletin 
of a later issue (May 25) in which 
Stanley Alden comments on Dr. 
Cabot’s article and, in the main, 
agrees with him. While pointing out 
certain weaknesses in the method of 
admission by certificate, Mr. Alden 
fails to recognize the obvious weak­
nesses of the admission by written 
examination with the addition per­
haps of a “ satisfactory” recommenda­
tion by the secondary school princi­
pal. Both systems are at fault, radi­
cally and fundamentally so; neither 
considers the maturity, adaptability, 
general intellect (except as a mosaic 
of handpicked, written tests, under a 
time limit) and strength of character 
of the candidate. No one goes to the 
trouble of finding out why the candi­
date wants to come to an institution 
of higher learning, unless it be he who 
corrects questions of the candidate’s 
English examination during the exe­
cution of which he has given a mas­
terful 10-minute written statement as 
to “ why I am going to X College.”

No one attempts to test his ingenui­

ty, originality or to find his special 
bent or abilities unless he tries under 
the “new plan” of admission to spe­
cialize in some group of high school 
grade studies, in itself not a matter 
likely to prove him material of the 
highest grade.

Not until state universities and en­
dowed universities as well know their 
candidate in a more personal, intelli­
gent and vital way than they do at 
present, will either of them be pos­
sessed of what Mr. Alden speaks of 
as “ adequate information as to the 
previous attainment of the student,” 
or what I might add as even more im­
portant, his probable potentialities.

Then there is a general factor of 
“atmosphere.” Speaking of this Dr. 
Cabot says: “ The endowed universi­
ty by virtue of its more stable policy, 
of its ability to limit the scope of its 
activities, may develop an atmosphere 
congenial to culture, in which is more 
likely to develop the ability to think.”

Just how he reaches this viewpoint 
is to me, at present, a deep mystery. 
First, let us take up the ability of 
the “ endowed university to limit the 
scope of its activities.”  Does it really 
have this ability? A few lines before 
the quoted statement, Dr. Cabot said 
that, “ endowed universities are es­
sentially independent and may be 
either conservative or radical with­
out fear of the immediate conse­
quences.” Just how do these two 
statements match up ? Surely the 
independence referred to may mean 
change and absence of limits to either 
nature or extent of activities.

Then, further, let us take the very 
nature of the material coming to the 
two types of institutions at present. 
Dr. Cabot recognizes the fact that 
higher tuition means a relatively high­
er proportion of wealthy students. 
Let us grant this point and ask 
whether these men or those accus­
tomed to earn their way even before 
entering college will have, as a gen­
eral thing, thought the more frequent­
ly, fundamentally and successfully. 
The answer if the application be kept 
general is obvious, and the bearing 
on the situation clear. The very best 
minds will shine in either class re­
gardless of benefits or handicaps en­
countered before entering college. To 
the greater majority, however, the 
training in independence and self- 
sufficiency incident to it will have 
brought into play “ the ability to 
think” far oftener than the attain­
ment of the entrance to college by 
family tradition. In this matter at
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least state universities have a happier 
situation than do endowed universi­
ties.

It is quite possible that, as Dr. 
Cabot says, the endowed universities 
may turn out a larger relative pro­
portion of “ thinkers” as opposed to 
“ doers” than do the state universities. 
For my part, however, I want to see 
as a general rule, men in whom these 
functions are not contrasted even 
nominally. Rarely we shall find the 
great mind which should give all its 
energy to thought. It will, however, 
be rare, indeed, and its occasional pro­
duction cannot justify the endowed in­
stitution in offering an undergraduate 
curriculum calculated for such excep­
tions. To do so involves waste of ef­
fort in the vast majority of the men 
trained, it involves further the op­
portunity for the developing of a non­
productive mental attitude by those 
in whom the spark of genius does not 
burn but who can, nevertheless, amble 
through the patures of an endowed 
institution gathering a sufficient sup­
ply of “ satisfactory”  grades and jus­
tifying the employment of disciplinary 
officers by the college.

Undoubtedly, atmosphere and tra­
dition mean much and serve a great 
purpose in increasing loyalty and 
team play. For the encouragement 
of the ability to think, however, give 
me real teachers with enthusiasm and 
the tireless energy that are contagious 
and the elements that go to produce 
the atmosphere, “ congenial to cul­
ture” and “ likely to develop the abil­
ity to think” will appear as if by 
magic.

Before leaving this matter of at­
mosphere I wish to refer to the edito­
rial in the Harvard Alumni Bulletin, 
which agrees with Dr. Cabot’s article. 
Here there appears the somewhat in­
teresting statement that “ A state uni­
versity can never, we think, have the 
stability of an endowed university. It 
may be affected _at any time by the 
whims, the prejudices, or the ignor­
ance of politicians.” It goes on to 
cite, as an example, the situation in 
Kentucky, where the teaching of evo­
lution was imperilled and only saved 
by a scant majority.

Before passing to the general ques­
tion it might be worth while to point 

 out the fact that the example is un­
fortunate if intended to show a weak­
ness peculiar to the state university. 
I can recall at least one endowed uni­
versity in which the teaching of evo­
lution has been and is being fought 
by the governing board itself, and this

over a period of years. The narrow­
ness of such a viewpoint is pathetic, 
but unfortunately for the writer of 
the editorial is not confined to any 
one group of institutions.

Then, let us get at the fundamental 
point, the instability of the state uni­
versity. Admitting the need of con­
vincing legislators in order to justify 
the expenditure of funds on the State 
Institution two things must be added.

First, a point overlooked by the edi­
torial by Dr. Cabot, and by Mr. Al- 
den, that the elements on which the 
state university must eventually be 
built must be so fundamental as to 
be convincing to the citizens of the 
state. If any of the above writers 
can suggest any more permanent in­
stitution in our country than its 
states’ the opportunity for them to 
do so is given.

The state university is free from 
the cramped viewpoint of sectarianism 
(certain endowed institutions are not). 
The state university is free from the 
temptation to shape its policies at the 
request of individuals, in order to ob­
tain material endowment, certain en­
dowed institutions are not. State in­
stitutions are free of the need of 
facing the problem of the financially 
adequate but mentally troublesome 
student, because of social obligations; 
certain endowed institutions are not.

As to permanency and stability, 
then, the endowed institution which 
exists under charter from the state, 
which in turn is the actual owner of 
the state university, is in a peculiar 
position to claim superiority.

The second point is more cheerful. 
Granted that desperate and vicious 
politicians become rampant and try 
to hamper the state university, there 
is a natural and apparently unfailing 
remedy. Politicians have a way of 
caring for one another, and moved 
by the desire to save one another 
overwork or some such motive, they 
often bring about each other’s pain­
less elimination.

I believe that the hope is greater of 
surviving a group of hostile politi­
cians than of living through the reign 
of one square-jawed, narrowly secta­
rian gentleman who has aged mental­
ly but retained a good constitution 
and is the czar of an endowed insti­
tution. (I have no particular person 
in mind although some of you may 
have candidates to bring forward).

This completes the consideration of 
the general factors. The specific re­
sponsibilities of a state university are 
of just as great interest to us here.

First among them to utilize in the 
subjects offered in the curriculum and 
in the advanced work are the natural 
resources of the state itself. It is easy 
to understand why we have in the 
University of Maine a well developed, 
active and efficient College of Agricul­
ture, Agricultural Experiment Station 
and College of Engineering. They 
have been developed with this view­
point in mind.

To continue them and to extend 
their opportunities is a matter of 
prime importance and fundamental 
value to the welfare of the institution. 
The extension work in agriculture and 
engineering must form part of this 
program. So too, must especial at­
tention be paid to the various prob­
lems of economies of water power, 
such as chemical engineering, forestry 
and paper and wood pulp manufac­
ture.

Another great problem is the re­
sponsibility of the state university 
for training secondary school teach­
ers of the state. For this purpose 
we are in real need of a college of 
education. When such a college is 
founded, it must be based on a clear 
recognition of certain fundamental 
aspects of a teacher’s functions which 
up to now have in such schools been, 
to a considerable extent, overlooked 
or under-emphasized. Without taking 
time to go into this matter in detail, 
I may say that the keynote of the 
situation is the realization that a 
teacher must continually study the 
biological and psychological nature of 
the material at his or her disposal.

The records thus obtained should 
be returned to the university at which 
the teachers are being trained, with 
a view to using them as a basis for 
research from which to obtain fur­
ther knowledge as to correct methods 
in the university itself. The system 
then becomes self-perpetuating and 
self-corrective.

A third matter of vital importance 
is the strengthening of the College of 
Arts and Sciences. Unless we are to 
drop back to a technical school status, 
we must improve this college until the 
liberal education to be obtained there 
is as good as the best. This will in­
volve more opportunity for research 
by faculty members, temporary ex­
change of professors with those of 
other institutions and new depart­
ments. The justification of such a 
proceeding will be ample, for the citi­
zens of the State of Maine will have 
among their number an increasingly 
larger proportion of men and women
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who have had this education and who 
will therefore favor its support and 
expansion as a state activity.

Another matter to be considered is 
the establishment of a department of 
business administration with the pos­
sibility of later expansion into a 
school or college. Such a department 
should, of course, cooperate with the 
College of Engineering and Agricul­
ture, but should also include training 
in other fundamental commercial ac­
tivities.

Still another responsibility is a de­
partment and later perhaps a school, 
in physical training, the first step is 
the physical training of our present 
body of students. This must be done 
in such a way as to establish an or­
ganization that can be expanded if 
and when desirable.

You can see that I have gone over 
a wide field and proposed an ambitious 
program. The steps in its accom­
plishment will necessarily be slow. I 
have taken your time to go into these 
matters now because it is our first 
meeting here at Orono. The details 
will have to be worked out as the 
steps are taken. What I ask and hope 
of you as alumni is sufficient interest 
so that you will give time and effort 
to a sympathetic understanding of the 
situation.

I have stated before that the alumni 
are the applied university, its per­
formance test. Let us have your sup­
port, criticism and suggestions. You 
are cells of the University’s body. An 
infection of discontent among a group 
of you can spread and endanger the 
functioning, perhaps the life of the 
university itself. On the other hand, 
working in coordination and healthy 
optimism for the purposes which I 
have outlined, we may go far.

In our relations let us keep in mind, 
the great principle which has en­
abled men to be immortalized and na-) 
tions to weather the storms of con­
flict— that frankness and honesty o f 
purpose and of ideals that Lowell has 
termed “ the brave old wisdom of sin-- 
cerity.”

Let us apply to state education 
American principles and ideals to such 
an extent that we may become a lead­
er, and that it may be said education-1 
ally as it now is politically, “ As goes 
Maine so goes the Union.”

The average expense of an educa- 
tion at Cornell is now about $1150 a 
year, as compared with $285 years' 
previous.

(Continued from page 5)
state with no modem facilities to as-#
sist them, but produced as well, poets, 
authors, jurists, statesmen, whose 
names we honor but whose like we 
have not with us now.

Unless we can do these things we 
are weak and unworthy descendants 
of a great people, and unless we do 
them we are unworthy of our heri­
tage.

Maine men and women are doing 
their part in building up every other 
state and nation in the world. Let us 
quit missionary work for one genera­
tion at least and devote ourselves to 
home service and to the building up 
of the good old State of Maine.

Alumni Presidents
A recent review of the terms of of­

fice of the various men who have 
served as presidents o f the General 
Alumni Association brings out many 
enlightening facts. To George H. 
Hamlin ’73, for years active in Uni-, 
versity affairs as a member of the 
engineering faculty and always active 
in behalf of the alumni interests, be­
longs the honor of not only being the 
first president of the Association but 
for serving in three successions for 
a total of 14 annual terms of office. 
It was in 1875-76 that he first held 
the office for two years, again reelect­
ed in 1882 and faithfully performing 
his duties until 1891 when the late 
Prof. Horace M. Estabrooke ’76 suc­
ceeded him. Dr. Hamlin again served 
from 1898 to 1901.

The alumni who have held the of- 
fice are as follows:
1875-77— George H. Hamlin ’73. 
1877-80— William A. Allen ’74 (de­

ceased).
1880-82— Edward M. Blanding ’76. 
1882-91— George H. Hamlin ’73. 
1891-95— Horace M. Estabrooke ’76 

(deceased).
1895-97— Charles S. Bickford ’82.
1897- 98— William R. Pattangall ’84.
1898- 01— George H. Hamlin ’73. 
1901-03—Louis C. Southard ’75.

—1903-05—James D. Lazell ’87 (de­
ceased).

1905- 06— Charles E. Oak ’76 (de­
ceased).

1906- 09—John M. Oak ’73.
1909-11—Joseph F. Gould ’82.
1911-13— Charles W. Mullen ’83. 
1913-15— Albert H. Brown ’80.
1915- — Allen W. Stephens ’99.

Representatives of the classes of 
’73, ’74, ’75, ’76, ’80, ’82, ’83, ’84, ’87 
and ’99 have held the office.
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