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; .V~B£;ﬁ;r, Kaine, June 6,1932
Paar Yr. Wheelsright:
' My sister has tcld re of your wantino tie Indien
name for *grandmother”.
In penobs;o; Indian the word Nokomes, Nokemes, or Nokomis
(for there is po hard and fast srelling) means "My GOrandmother",
The Indians never say siuply "grandmother","™father™, ®mother"; but
always "my graadmother®, "thy fatler®" "his mother" combining the
roesessive prgnﬁgn with the root so that the word 100ks very unliki
often ﬁﬁeniztbmi&nl mine from what it does whem it means yours or‘pia.
You wili:réoognize the third form I have gi#en‘as the same
Lonzfellow uses in E;l!ggg& .- But Longfz:lYow pronounces his word
wrong; he raekes 1t No-ko -wls , has to for his meter. our Indiane
ac ent the fiset syllable; Nok-o-mis, snd have a vrretty word, nrettily
gronounced. .| ‘:' v .
hs for form I have locked itwup in Rasle @ Abnaki Dicsionery,
in Laurent,s Iecdian grammar and in Chamberléinﬂ; Madliseet Vngubulafy
and find the forms ocsﬁntially the same, thqngh'they look unlike
So long as you pronounce it correctly, vou may take ycur chcice of

fogrms.
I think your wife hes a rretty idea in naminr the cottage and

T em gled that the Indian ia so kind to it. TYou could hardly ad? tte
wor: for houss; it is wigwam! 'With the possessive you would get
Nokemes-i-wigzuam, my-;randmother-her~houa‘ , or the nore idioratic
Nokemes-i-gamigw, with t ¢ sere eaning . 5 ¢ 5 you were speaking of an
estate, land, @ farmy yow right say Nokemes=i-ki, uy crandmother -her-
farm(stronseat accest on last syllable, seecondery zccent on first),
thouqﬁ"a f2pldd" would he Kikon or ymekudek 1f ncnt}onei alone.
wvery truly yQprl,
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