The University of Maine
Digital Commons@UMaine

Fannie Hardy Eckstorm Papers Wabanaki Collection

2018

Letter to Dr. Frank G. Speck 1941

Fannie Hardy Eckstorm

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/eckstorm papers

b Part of the Anthropology Commons, History Commons, and the Linguistics Commons

Recommended Citation

Eckstorm, Fannie Hardy, "Letter to Dr. Frank G. Speck 1941" (2018). Fannie Hardy Eckstorm Papers. Submission 27.
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/eckstorm_papers/27

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by Digital Commons@UMaine. It has been accepted for inclusion in Fannie Hardy Eckstorm

Papers by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons@UMaine. For more information, please contact um.library.technical.services@maine.edu.


https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Feckstorm_papers%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/eckstorm_papers?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Feckstorm_papers%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/wabanaki?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Feckstorm_papers%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/eckstorm_papers?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Feckstorm_papers%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/318?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Feckstorm_papers%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/489?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Feckstorm_papers%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/371?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Feckstorm_papers%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/eckstorm_papers/27?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Feckstorm_papers%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:um.library.technical.services@maine.edu

173 Wilson Street, Brewer, M
March 7,1941
Dr. Frank G. SpecK
Philadelphia.

Dear Doctor Speck:

It is fire of you to take in such good part ny
criticism of sonme details of your wrk nd | appreciate your friendly
spirit. "Digging for the truth"” sometimes senna getting cut with
<ur own tools. And it happens to all of us.

Thank you for the notes by Miss Stimson, whose statements both
about moose wool and mink climbing | nr- glad to see. That is a very
pleasant account of the tn«e mink, rnd I onld go beyond ahat she
does nrd say that a mink c- n climb much higher than she claims Vers
did. | have seen a dog cl.mb twice ns high up a tree! However,
neither dog nor a mink is an arboreal animal. And your book
oe not tell us o, t. e Indians made such a hole r got the skewers
through the wood. If it was M. Orchard's work, that explains a

deal. They aer- | I f MBIl lin ,fiodin gtlliblt*

I ill not go in o details, but if you wsh to learn a bit
about trapping in Maine, I ould suggest that you look up old files
of Forest and Stream, in which are some of ny father's contributions
The 'ion‘ireat was "a"'series of nine papers beginning May 7,1910 (the
year he died) call d "A Fall Fur Hunt'. It told of nine >seks he and

another w yan spent er*e ing u-> Caucomagocraters in 1859.

vy brother cilu -trnted the articles, and those Pictures of traps
can be depended upon as correct. In one of the papers you will find
n ac unt of old Franceway Peneas (your number 19) Jwo during the
fif 1 0 certainly ha not been huntin' a out Mnsungan.

To return t mink, t ay c?ncl »b to n certain extent— but
t: ey denot do it hfoitually. They also may be tr* reda half mile
or even a mile fro* ate-r— but nohunter sets traps n -purpose to
et t s in such a place. A hunter seta his traps where he thinks
he creature ia likely to go; an besets them in a way as easy as
he k os how , r vided it will hold the game. The trouble with
-M. Orchard’s trap is that it was to be out where the wouldn't
oe ; it wouldn't hold himif he rot ricked on the pins; and it could
not be nade by a native ithout tools un ess he used a woodpecker's
ble. Those birds do not arrange their neats for the express purnose
of havinn tn use:; ns ink traps.

Finally— and this | think is i -portant*— do you recall
Rabkes's name for a mink?His only definition is "another stinking
beast”, ao perksos you & not rose ber. M8sbess8 . It means "a wet
creature". If the Indians gave it that name, they did not set their

tgs for it in trees!

About noose-wool, Miss Stimson has given a ,ro d demonstration
of what can be done, end it ia very interesting. It is not nroof,
hover, th*t the Indians din it. diamond ¢ n be made from coal—
but it is not practical.

Granting that the val cot:ld be collecta and spun, as Miss
Stimson shows that it can be, there are so:e questions which have to



fee answered: what aid they use for knitt ing needles? why do not some
of the old trrveller 5 snexk of it? "hy did they not knit stockings
instead of mtens? You ill rerse er bt they used “foot-rags"
I >id# t tar mocassins, ugh they needed socks nore than mittens.
You may also remember that at the priod of cosing over here our own
ancestors were not wearing knitted stockings, but “lrish hose" of

ii. fin y, hy .t* time in doing ork like this when they
h d nil the skins and leather they wanted,much warmer than anything
they could manufacture.

In spite of the demonstration | still s.y that a "moose has no
wool"— for of course | meant nothing that c >uld not be obtained in
sufficient quantity to be on object. One could demonstrate that a
Mexican hairless dog has hair,out if u really needed dogs' hair
you =<fa|l D*t taks 1lhad -,;rt of a dog to get it from, fbifs is hardly
a creature in the woods,excert the tiniest, from, which you could not
ret more fibre of this sort than yen can from a moose. political
economy professor once said that decades re—and ha said it lonr,
long ago— they once put n tariff on rlneap les because some one in
Rhode Island wanted to grow then: under glass and be protected. Yarn
frolm moose-wool is r commodity of similar scarcity and uncommercial
v6lue.

I think | con apeak e<ith noma weight wupon tie subject of moose

moosehair . | was a child ny father M | doing a considerable
business in selling Indian-tan moose moccasins to lumbermen. He would

tie sell a hundred dozen on one order in Minnesota. The hides
were bought of ha ra, wmthem unshoved.
process of shavin? ther and | sew the shaved hair sorted by some of
the neighbors' lalf-grc n toys and racked in sacks to sell to carriage
makers for stuffing uahiona, emno. | know sell what | s w,because
in very cold winter we'-th*r the boys wokked in the second s ory of
the "chaise house* and | used to carry up hot soapstones for there to
ar.t --ir hands and feet. | knowth re was no wool in those great
pile of h ir from wnter-killed moose ich Ify e out in bunches of
iron-grey hair. In the inter iho hair was long and light, and in
those days it I~gal to kill all tb noose a hunter pleased in
the deefc snow. The s'* In you send via taken in the fall when the
creature is short-haired and locks aloost black when the sun shines
on him. The inter moose looks bully different it would not be
worth -.bile to tens oir the fine und room ins? from the long, stiff
ir 2<en so many things mould give so such more e: ally.

About porpoise b I . It I do know something* hen you

visit t: Pabody at Harvard next you enn see there the rig Quoddy
c a n 0 e

'v f t .-r bought it in 1874 end sdled around from Esgpot to Bangor

in it and we often used it at Camden in summer. His days of seal
ana porpoise hunting . r eover by 1870, but he >ns an expert at it.
Few of our Penobscots could do it at the time he enjoyed the sport.

A mu h longer lettor th n I anticipated! | fear that getting
old | ar getting garrulous toojfeu .-oe king of these old and bygone
things brings up so -ny shades of th past— Time Was.

With best wishes
Cordially,
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