






The Northern Page Fifteen

Early Names Applied to Maine 
Nobody has yet succeeded in writ­

ing a popular and readable history of 
the State of Maine. The reasons for 
this defect are obvious to the student 
who undertakes a study of the early 
history of our State territory and the 
lands adjacent. The lack of accurate 
records kept by those who were party 
to the early explorations, the claims 
and counter claims made by the two 
great European nations who disputed 
over the rights of ownership for a 
century and a half, the different 
names applied to ill-defined terri­
tories, the bitter rivalaries and con­
tentions on the soil itself by those who 
here laid claim to the lands under 
grants from far away Monarchs are 
some of the causes which present an 
almost unsolvable puzzle to one who 
would write for us the history of our 
State.

There is probably no part of the 
American continent which presents 
more fascinating interests for the 
student who would make the past 
yield up its secrets than southeastern 
Canada and the State of Maine. Prob­
ably no part of the new world has 
had more names applied to it than 
this same section.

It is but natural that a new land 
should be the subject of mystery and 
confusion, in this regard our own 
State in its early history will not dis­
appoint us. An early historical au­
thority tells us that the natives call 
the territory embracing the State of 
Maine “Mavoshen,” and one of the 
earlier English voyagers describes 
Mavoshen as a country lying to the 
east and north of Virginia, “The peo­
ple whereof are called Tarrentines.” 
His further discription of the land fits 
very well the present State of Maine. 
The chances are that this “Mavo­
shen” was an Indian name applied to 
some locality embracing or embraced 
by the present state. A map made by 
an Italian, sailing under French int
erests, as early as 1529, shows the 

whole coast line from Cape Breton to 
the Florida Cape under the name of 
Arambega. This name is variously 
spelled, “Norembega,” “Norumbega” 
and “Arambec.” Another map ap­
peared in 1539 showing the same land 
with the same name spelled “Norem­
bega.” In 1556 still another map 
shows Norembega as the name ap­
plied to the whole coast line as far 
south as the Jersey coast.

The French early determined to 
colonize the new world. From the 
earliest times, the French fishermen 
visited the fishing grounds discovered 
by the first voyagers. John Rut wrote 
to Henry VIII, under date of August 
3, 1527 that he counted eleven sails 
of Normans and one Brittaine in the 
harbor at Newfoundland. The pos­
sible wealth of the new land was be­
coming apparent and plans were ac­
cordingly made to appropriate it to 

I'd rather make my name than inherit it.—Thackeray.

French interests. In 1540, a French 
nobleman was appointed by the King 
of France as viceroy of Norimbega, 
with full legal powers over the ter­
ritory. As the French claim to the 
new world extended from Cape Breton 
to the southern part of present New 
England, this appointment covered 
Maine. An English writer in 1582 
shows by his statement that he under­
stood that the Penobscot river was 
the southern boundary of Norembega.

The best and most accurate maps 
made of land in which we are now 
interested were made in the early 
part of the new century. The first of 
these made in 1603-6, was by Samuel 
Champlain, a French man, who visit­
ed the coast and took plenty of time 
for exploring and investigation. They 
spent the winter of 1603-04 upon an 
island in the St. Croix river, not far 
below the present town of Robinston. 
On Champlain’s map Norembega is 
the name applied to the coast as far 
south as Philadelphia. In 1603 a 
patent issued to a man by the name 
of De Monts, by the French King, 
gave him sovereignty of Acadia with 
confines from the fortieth to the 
forty-sixth degree of latitude. This 
would include a portion of Maine. 
Thus Maine came to have still another 
name. The other map of which men­
tion has been made was made by John 
Smith in 1614. He followed the direc­
tion set by his predecessors and called 
the country Norembega as far south 
as Virginia, but placed under it a new 
name, New England, which included 
at least a part of Maine—probably as 
far east as the Penobscot.

Still another name has been applied 
to it under the French claim, that is 
Canada. Then again all the French 
claims to American soil came to be 
known under the name New France.

The origin of these names is un­
certain. Probably Mavoshen and 
Norembega are Indian names, which 
the early explorers receiving from the 
natives, applied indiscriminately in 
their accounts and maps. There were 
in circulation in the early accounts 
stories of a great city, with public 
buildings and churches, and possessed 
of fabulous wealth and numerous 
population, by the name of Norem
bega. It was the capital of the land 
by that name. There were not want­
ing persons who had claims of having 
visited the city and seen its wealth 
and power. It was also claimed that 
the inhabitants were not Indians but 
whites. In later years, when the name 
Norembega was applied to the land 
on the Penobscot river, it was thought 
that the city, Norembega, was on its 
banks and Champlain in 1604 made 
diligent search for it along the river. 
If there ever was such a city, it has 
disappeared like Atlantis and left be­
hind nothing but the traditions of its 
greatness and wealth. Historians 

doubt it ever existed. But a portion 
of our State and its lordly river in­
herit its name, whatever mystery sur­
rounds it.

The names, Acadia and Canada, 
suggest a French origin, though it is 
claimed that Canada is a Spanish ex­
pression that applied to it first by a 
disappointed, gold-hunting Spaniard, 
clung to it through the years. It may 
be a French modification of an old 
Indian name.

If these ancient titles by which our 
State has been called are all mysteries 
in their origin, the present name 
Maine is no less so. Several early 
Maine historians told us that the 
name was first applied to our terri­
tory in compliment to the English 
Queen Henrietta, who had a province 
of that name, as a dowery from 
France. For years this was accepted 
as the explanation. Later comes one 
who says that the explanation is 
faulty. He points out to us that 
Queen Henrietta did not own the 
province in France by that name. He 
says that the fishermen along the 
Maine coast who had huts and drying 
yards among the numerous islands as 
well as on the mainland referred to 
the mainland as the Main, as dis­
tinguished from the islands. In that 
way it came to be called Maine. What­
ever may be the true explanation, the 
name as first applied could only have 
included a small part of the present 
area. The first official use of it was 
in 1622 when the Council for New 
England was making a grant of land 
to Ferdinando Gorges and John 
Mason. Their claim lay between the 
Piscataquis and Sagadahock rivers, 
and was called the Province of Maine. 
The name seems to have extended 
with the claims of Massachusetts to 
a final inclusion of all the present 
territory of Maine, till at the time of 
our final separation the Province of 
Maine became the State of Maine.

We have often heard remarkable 
stories of fast walking, and also of 
men who overestimate their walking 
ability, but the latest and best one 
yet comes from Rockwood. A young 
man who claims Seboomook as his 
resting place, was recently returning 
from his point of attraction and con­
ceived the bright idea of walking from 
Somerset Junction to Kineo Station 
after purchasing his ticket, no doubt 
thinking he could recover the price of 
the ticket at Kineo and so recoup on 
some of the expenses of his trip. The 
train of course, passed him on the 
way. He says he whistled to the en­
gineer but he wouldn’t stop, so he ar­
rived at Kineo a tired and wiser boy. 
Through pity for this misguided youth 
we will mention no names and hope 
everybody will keep it a S. T. A. T. E. 
secret.

Jones—I never know what to do 
with my week-end.

Bones—Why not keep your hat on 
it?—American Boy.




