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R E P O R T  OF S E L E C T M E N .

The annual report o f  the receipts and expenditures o f  the 
town o f  Poland for the year ending M arch 1, 1877.

TAXATION.
A fter  taking an inventory  o f  Real and Personal E states, we 

found the valuation as fo l lo w s : Real E state, §3 8 5 , (305. 0 0 ; 
Personal E state, $ 7 8 , 2 57 . 0 0 ; m aking the total valuation, 
$ 458 , 8 0 2 . 00. Basis o f  valuation fifty per cent. N um ber 
P o lls , 508.

A greeab le  to warrants from  the State and C ounty Treas
urers and the T ow n  C lerk , we assessed upon the polls  and 
estates the fo llow in g  sums:

State T ax ,
C ounty T ax ,
C om m on schools.
T o  pay debts and interest,
T ow n  charges,
Sm all p o x ,
R oads,
B ridges,
O verlay,

D elinquent highw ay, 1875,

Total assessment,

H I G H W A Y  T A X .
A m ount raised,  8 5 , 000 00
O verlay ,  487 90

$ 5 ,  187 90

$ 2 , 877 88 
1 , 306 09 
2, 000 00 
1 , 500 00 
2 , 700 00 
1, 000 00 

500 00 
1, 000 00 

569 60

$13 , 453 57 
78 38



R A T E  O F  T A X A T IO N .
M on ey  ta x . $ 2 . 60 on $100 . 00, Poll tax, $ 3 . 00. H ighw ay 

tax, $ 1 . 00 on $100 . 00 , P oll lax , $ 1 . 50.

ROADS AND BRIDGES.
Paid for repair o f  roads in D ist. N o. 21, $17 53

repair o f  roads in D ist. N o. 15, 24 94
lum ber fo r  H ackett’s M ills bridge, 6 55
repairs on R abbit V a lley  road, 7 76
repairs o f  roads in D ist. N o. 28, 34 90
repairs o f  roads in D ist. N o. 7, 9 00
land dam age to Daniel O rr, 25 00
building road on Harris H ill, 20 20
bu ild ing road on B lack Cat H ill, 314 50
building bridge at John L ock e ’s, 200 33
cu lvert near A . G ilbert’s, 30 00
cu lvert near W in . B lair’s, 43 74
repair o f  G arland M eadow  road, 124 50
bridge plank, to I. D . W aterm an, 54 93
T ripp  P ond  road, 11 25
repair o f  road in D ist. N o. 10, 39 62
repair o f  road in D ist. N o. 11. 68 50
repairing abutment and taking out pier

at M echanic F alls, 48 22
repairs o f  road in Dist,. No. 17, 47 75
repairs o f  road in D ist. N o. 8, 20 40

Paid K in g  Iron B ridge C o ., for one half cost o f
iron bridge at M echanic Falls, as per c o n-
tract, 1 , 690 00 

$ 2 , 839 62

TOWN FARM.
S t o c k  a n d  P r o d u c e  o n  F a r m , M a r . 1, 1877.

1 yok e oxen , $150 00
1 horse, 65 00
5 cow s, 200 00
2 shotes, 24 00
26 fow ls, 13 00



5

10 bush, corn , 
2 bush, beans, 
12 bush, outs, 
1 bush, peas, 
400 lbs. p ork , 
150 lbs. beef, 
80 lbs. lard,
25 lbs. tallow , 
35 lbs. butter,

7 tons hay.
100 bush, potatoes,

98 00 
80 00 

7 50 
6 00 
6 60 
1 00 

60 00 
12 00 
11 20 

3 50 
9 80

$749 60

The fam ily on the farm has been quite large throughout the 
year. W e  com m enced the year with eighteen paupers, and 
have tw elve on the farm at the present tim e. A verage num 
ber for the year is about fifteen.

M elissa Harris died within the year.
The persons supported m ostly on the farm during the year 

a r e : M rs. Chandler, A d aline Cushman, Sophronia B ew ley , 
Charles B ernette , Stanton E stes, wife and ch ildren , Sylvia  
B row n, M rs. C ole and five children, John  O rr, A llen  M ood y , 
M rs. C lark, Susan Sm ith, B etsey O rr, H orace W a lk er and 
b o y , and H arrison H askell.

M r. W ilbu r and w ife, the overseers o f  the farm , have taken 
very  g ood  care o f  the fam ily under their charge, all have been 
clothed  and w ell fed , and g ood  econom y has been used in the 
management o f  the farm generally .

T0WN PROPERTY.
Tow n farm ,
Stock  on farm ,
Tow n house and lot,
One pound, in a dilapilated condition ,

$ 4 , 000 00
452 00 
200 00 

15 00

$ 4 , 667 00
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COST OF POOR NOT ON FARM.
John R ecord , support, 808 00
H orace W alk er, supplies, 2 ! ) 19
Hannah W alk er, supplies, 10 75
Joseph  T rip p , supplies, 59 37
E llen  R eed, supplies, 73 50
Chipman C obb , supplies, 10 33
Stanton E stes, supplies, 31 98
H enry Beem an, supplies, 1 50
D aniel Usher, supplies, 14 50
H arriet C ole and fam ily, 09 50
P riscilla  T rip p , 1875, supplies, 20 00

1870, supplies, 48 20
187li, d octor ’s b ill. 22 50

H iram  Strout, 35 40
Hiram Strout', s w idow , 3 50
Charles W  o o d s u m , 19 40
D avid  W ood su m , supplies, 32 32

d octor ’s bill, 17 00
Nathaniel V errill, supplies, 20 00
W ild e r  Y errill, supplies, 23 50

d octor ’s b ill, 52 75
N icholas T rip p , doctor 's b ill, 33 00

supplies, 17 13
Isaiah H unnew ell, supplies, 5 40
W akefield  fam ily , supplies. 4 60

d octor ’s bill and m edicine, 11 00
M rs. C lark, d octor ’s b ill, 103 98

supplies, 115 30
W e s le y  G. H errick , supplies, 0 50
G eo . W . W a lk er, supplies, 7 25
Jam es E . P ike , supplies, 4 40

$930 85

LIABILITIES OF TH E TOWN,
M a r c h  1, 1877.

O utstanding orders, $18,892 33
D ue m inisterial fund, 400 00
Interest, 1,290 00
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D ue school districts, 

tow n o f  G ray, 
tow n  o f  N ew  G loucester,
Rufus W ilb u r , M ar. 25,
M aine State H ospital for  support o f  S . W .

Harris and L ew is Saunders, 
tow n officers’ b ills, 1876,

T ota l indebtedness, $10,377 49
Increase o f  debt, 1 ,194  44

626 89
136 18

6 72
50 00

176 09
544 00

,127 21

CASH PAID AIVD BILLS PAYABLE, 1876.
Indebtedness, $1 ,800  00
Schools, 3 ,239 92
State pensions, 288 00
D iscount on taxes fo r  1876, 559 81
P o o r  not on farm , 986 35
A batem ents, 378 11
R oads and bridges, 1 ,149 62
Tow n  farm , 1876, 359 51
T ow n  farm , 1875, 35 10
Cash in treasury M arch  1, 1877, 404 29
Sm allfpox  b ills, 1 ,443 85
T ram ps, 24 32
Interest, 366 28
V accination , 65 00
B ills , 1875, 446 80
M iscellaneous, 576 19
R . W ilb u r , 150 00
L . A . Schellinger, 102 84
Iron  bridge , 1 ,690  00
T ow n s, 320 40
Iron  bridge accou nt, 190 00

$14,576 39



CASH ON HAND ANI) BILLS RECEIVA
BLE, 187(3.

Cash in treasury, M arch 1, 1876,
E ec ’d \Y. B ailey, C ollector 1876,

Z . L ane, C ollector 1875,
S. L . L ittlefield , C o llector 1874, 
N on-resident taxes,
Loans,
State pensions,
State mill tax and school fund,
T ow n s,
M iscellaneous.
T axes, 1874, (so ld  b y  C o lle cto r ,)
Interest on taxes, 1874,
L oan , in anticipation o f  taxes, 5J per c t .,

$68 m
4 ,556  97 

680 80 
1,710 41 

341 30 
4,310 00 

288 00 
1,262 00 

249 59 
29 26 
42 75 
86 99 

1,000 00

$14,576 39
K espeetfu lly subm itted.

A . J . W E S T O N , 
L . D . C O B B ,
J . B . S T A N T O N ,

P oland , M arch 1, 1877.



TOWN O F F I C E R S ,  1 876.

I. W. HANSON, C l e r k .

A. J. WESTON,
L. D. COBB,
J. B. STANTON,
I. W. HANSON,
A. J. WESTON,
J. M. LIBBY,
WILLARD BAILEY,
WILLARD BAILEY, 
THOMAS LANE,
F. A. MILLETT,

S e l e c t m e n , A s se sso r s  a n d  O v e r 
s e e r s  o f  t h e  P o o r .

T r e a s u r e r .

A g e n t . 

S u p e r v is o r . 

C o l l e c t o r .

C o n s t a b l e s .



S U P E R V I S O R ’ S R E P O R T .

The Report o f  the Supervisor o f Schools is herewith submitted.

D IS T R IC T  NO. 1.
J o s h u a  S h a c k f o r d , J r . ,  A gen t.

Summer Term . M iss Nellie Stanton, teacher. Visited this 
term at its commencement, when it appeared to good advantage, 
and was no doubt successfully conducted.

Winter Term. Mr. Edwin Cobb, teacher. Mr. C. has had 
considerable experience in teaching in this town, and has always 
done good work. This term’s work was no exception.

D IS T R IC T  N O . 2.
N o schooi-house and no school.

D IS T R IC T  N O . 3.
D a n i e l  H u t c h i n s o n , A g en t.

Summer Term. Miss Annie A . Keene, teacher. This was 
Miss Keene’s first experience in teaching, and was very creditable. 
Should she follow  the profession she will be one o f  our most pop
ular teachers.

W inter Term . Charles S. L ibby, o f Lewiston, teacher. Mr. 
L . also taught a term o f H igh  School in the fall. Both terms 
were eminently successful.

D IS T R IC T  N O . 4.
W a r r e n  M i l l s , A gen t.

Summer Term . Miss Arbina Jenness, Casco, teacher. W e 
think Miss J. gave very general satisfaction to the district.

W inter Term. Sumner T . R ow e, teacher. A  combination ol 
circumstances conspired to make this term somewhat less successful 
than we had predicted at its commencement. But we are not to be
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understood as censuring the teacher as responsible for these cir
cumstances.

D IS T R IC T  N O . 5.
JO H N  C O LO M Y, A gen t.

N o summer term.
W inter Term . Mr. Webster, o f  Gray, teacher. W e received 

no notice o f the close o f this school, but from indications at its 
beginning, judge its success to have been about average.

D IS T R IC T  N O . G.
E l v i n  P u l s i f e r , A g en t.

Summer and W inter Terms. Miss Rosa V . Gilbert, teacher. 
Miss Gilbert possesses tine talent for an instructor. W e should say 
that the summer term was superior in some respects to the winter, 
while both were far above the average in merit. W e regard Miss 
G. as a very faithful and competent teacher.

D IS T R IC T  N O . 8.
Lucius H a c k e t t , A gen t.

Summer Term. Miss Hettie Bearce, o f  Minot, teacher, U pper 
Department. Miss Fannie Hackett, teacher, Lower Department. 
A  good degree of interest was manifested in these schools, and a 
very commendable degree o f success attended the efforts o f both 
teachers. Miss Bearce is one o f our most valuable teachers.

W inter Term. Same teachers.

. D IS T R IC T  N O . 9.
D a v i d  R . E v e r e t t , A g en t.

Summer Term. Miss Ella R . Doten, o f Minot, teacher. Miss 
Doten kept a really excellent school.

W inter Term. Irving M. Everett, teacher. M r. E. succeeded 
to a very satisfactory degree in this school.

D IS T R IC T  N O . 10.
C h a r i .e s  C o b b , A g en t.

Summer Term. Miss Flora Rogers, o f New Gloucester, teacher. 
W e believe Miss R . put forth her best endeavors for the advance
ment o f her pupils, but some slight misunderstanding between
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pupils and teacher at the beginning detracted somewhat from the 
interest o f what might otherwise have been a highly prosperous 
term.

Winter Term . R . J. Everett, teacher. Mr. E . is an exper
ienced and efficient teacher, whose services were highly successful 
and appreciated as such by the district.

D IS T R IC T  N O . 11.
D a n i e l  M a t h e w s , A g en t.

Summer Term . Miss Flora Garland, teacher. Miss G. has had 
much experience as a teacher in our town, and with uniform suc
cess. She is conscientious in her work, and spares no labor for the 
good o f the scholars under her charge.

Winter Term. Same teacher. Both terms were eminently 
successful.

D IS T R IC T  N O . 13.
E p e h a i m  B. G a m m o n , A gen t.

Summer Term. Miss Nellie Stanton, teacher. Miss S. is a
young teacher, but she did a good term’s work, and to the satisfac
tion o f all concerned.

W inter Term. T . D . Sale, teacher. N ow  in progress with
every prospect o f very flattering success.

D IS T R IC T  N O . 14.
O r k n  S c h i l l i n g e r , A g en t.

Summer Term . Miss Emma Hayes, teacher. Miss H .’ s ac
quirements deserve a larger field than was found here, and though 
quite successful her efforts would be better appreciated in a larger 
and more advanced school.

W inter Term . Mr. Elmer Everett, teacher. This term was o f  
average merit. Mr. E. is a young teacher and will profit by expe
rience.

D IS T R IC T  N O . 15.
E. C. F a u n c e , A gen t.

Summer Term . Miss Rose Doughty, teacher. The experience 
o f this term was such as to reflect credit upon the teacher in her 
first term’s work.
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Winter Terra. M r. E . C. Faunce, teacher. Mr. F. is too well 

known in town as a highly successful instructor to require com 
ment upon his work in this school.

D IS T R IC T  N O . 16.
E d w a r d  H a n s c o m , A g en t.

N o summer term.

W inter Term. George N . Cobb, teacher. Though one o f  our 
young teachers, Mr. C. displayed ability both as an instructor and 
disciplinarian superior to many older and more experienced 
teachers. This term was highly satisfactory.

D IS T R IC T  N O . 17.
W m. E . B l a i r , A gen t.

N o summer term.

W inter Term. Mrs. Louisa Cobb, o f  Casco, teacher. W e 
received no notice o f the close o f the school, but at the com m ence
ment everything betokened a good term’s work.

D IS T R IC T  N O . 18.
R . H . S t a r b i r d , A gen t.

N o summer term.
Winter Term . Miss L . T . Hutchinson, o f  Gray, teacher. W e 

made but one visit to this school, and that at the opening o f the 
session. Indications then were very favorable.

D IS T R IC T  N O . 20.
O. B. D w i n a l , A g en t.

Teachers for the year:
H igh  School.—  F. O . Stanley, Principal; Mrs. F . O. Stanley, 

Assistant.
Gram m ar School.—  Miss Sarah Bucknam.
P rim a ry  School. —  Miss Ada B. Garland, and Mrs. M . 

Perkins.

O f these teachers it is needless to speak individually, as they 
have all been employed in the same schools for a long time past, 
and the fact that they are retained in these positions speaks for 
itself as to their capabilities and success.
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D IS T R IC T  N O . 21.
D a v i d  F a r r , A g en t.

Both Terms. Miss Emma Brown, teacher. Miss B. did good 
work both terms.

D IS T R IC T  N O . 22.
H e n r y  E m e r y , A g en t.

Summer Term. Miss Mabel L . Dunn, o f  Auburn, teacher. 
Miss D . achieved ample success in this school, and we think gave 
entire satisfaction to the district and all concerned.

W inter Term. B. F. Lunt, o f  Minot, teacher. W e are not able 
to report so favorable a term as could be wished, though we by no 
means regard the teacher as entirely responsible for all that trans
pired.

D IS T R IC T  N O . 24.
W a r d s w o r t h  S t r o u t , A g en t.

Both Terms. Miss Belle Tenney, Casco, teacher. The schools 
in this district have been quite satisfactory, and good work accom 
plished.

D IS T R IC T  N O . 25.
N e l s o n  T e n n e y , A g en t.

Fall Term. Miss Flora Garland, teacher. Miss G . met with 
her usual success.

W inter Term. Miss Bertie Phillips, teacher. Miss P. certainly 
did an excellent term’s work, and the examination showed a good 
degree o f  advancement bv the pupils.

D IS T R IC T  N O . 27.
W i l l i a m  P o o l e , A gen t.

Summer Term. Miss Dollie Brown, teacher. The school gave 
a very good account o f  itself at its closing examination.

Winter Term . K . J. Denning, teacher. Mr. D . labored to 
good advantage with this school, and his efforts were highly appre
ciated both by district and supervisor.
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Am ount o f money raised by taxation, 
Am ount o f money received from M ill tax, 
Amount o f money received from Bank tax

$2,000 00 
917 37 
015 42

$3,752 79
N o. o f  Districts and parts o f Districts, 24.

N o. o f children between the ages o f 4 and 21 years on the first 
day o f A pril last, 825.

In closing our report we are able to say that on the whole the 
schools have been rather above the average. There have been few 
failures on the part o f  teachers to meet the reasonable requirements 
o f the positions they have occupied, while many have acquitted 
themselves with great credit. W e wish to suggest to the citizens 
o f the town the advisability o f choosing a committee o f  three, 
instead o f a supervisor, to look after the school interests o f the 
town. Three capable, active men, who would be willing to sacri
fice somewhat for the common good, might accomplish much 
toward raising the condition o f our schools, which one person can 
hardly do. W e also wish to suggest the practical utility o f abol
ishing the District system. A lso, the inauguration o f  a system o f 
competitive examination o f teachers. There is an imperative 
demand for a change o f some o f the text-books now in use, espec
ially the Readers. W e  trust these things may receive that candid 
consideration o f our citizens which their importance demands.

J. M. L IB B Y ,
S upervisor o f  Schools o f  Poland.
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