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Jean English is an adjunct instructor of sustainable horti-

culture at Unity College; edits The Maine Organic Farmer 

& Gardener, MOFGA’s quarterly publication; and writes a 

gardening column for local Maine papers.

Douglas Fox is a professor at Unity College, where he 

directs the Center for Sustainability and Global Change.

Barbara Ginley is executive director of the Maine Migrant 

Health Program, a statewide primary care program for 

migrant and seasonal farmworkers and their family 

members.

Michael Gold coordinates the Farm Viability Program at 

Maine Farmland Trust. He has operated his own organic 

vegetable farm and worked on several other farms and 

has also worked for Johnny’s Selected Seeds, MOFGA 

Certification Services, and Crown O’ Maine Organic 

Cooperative.

Barbara Ives has been 

at the New England 

Environmental Finance 

Center since 2007. She is 

the project assistant to 

the center, and has been 

program manager for the 

Maine Food Trader and Ag 

Trader sites. Before coming 

to the EFC, Barbara was in education for 13 years, teaching 

at different times from kindergarten through high school 

and adult education.

Jeff Johnson is CEO of the Cobscook Bay Company. Former 

owner and founder of Pemberton’s Gourmet Foods, he has 

broad-based marketing management experience with national 

consumer brands such as Unilever, Nabisco, Lipton, Eskimo 

Pie, Schering-Plough, Polaroid, and Converse footwear.

Elizabeth Banwell is the 

director of program develop-

ment and strategic initiatives 

at the Maine Association 

of Nonprofits (MANP). In 

partnership with The Broad 

Reach Fund, MANP has 

been running a three-year 

leadership and network-

development program for emerging leaders in Maine’s local 

food movement. She is also on the steering committee for 

Slow Money Maine. 

Betsy Bieman was appointed by Governor John Baldacci to 

serve as president of the Maine Technology Institute in 2005. 

Previously, she was an associate director at The Rockefeller 

Foundation in New York City, joining their staff in 1996 after 

working in the field of international development for 10 

years, principally in Africa and Latin America.

Amy Carrington is program coordinator for the New 

American Sustainable Agriculture Program (NASAP), 

founded under the umbrella of Coastal Enterprises, Inc. (CEI) 

and which became part of Cultivating Community in 2009.

Jane Caulfield is economic development director for the 

Aroostook Band of Micmacs.

Leah Cook co-owns and operates Crown O’ Maine Organic 

Cooperative with her sister Marada. Together with their 

amazing crew of strong characters, they work hard to get 

good food to good people.
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Juan A. Perez-Febles is the state monitor advocate with the 

Bureau of Employment Services in the Maine Department 

of Labor.

John Rebar is executive 

director of the University 

of Maine Cooperative 

Extension, a statewide 

resource to Maine people 

located in 16 county offices, 

on the UMaine campus and 

in other locations across 

the state.  He has been with 

UMaine Extension for 27 years and director since 2007.

Linzee Weld  is on the steering committee of Slow Money 

Maine and is the president of No Small Potatoes Investment 

Club, LLC.

Tanya Swain serves as 

executive director of the 

Western Mountains Alliance 

(WMA). A community and 

economic development 

organization located in 

Farmington, WMA started 

one of the state’s first online 

farmers markets in 2009 and 

facilitates the Franklin County Agriculture Task Force. 

Amber Lambke is a founder 

of the Kneading Conference, 

and executive director of 

the Maine Grain Alliance, 

the nonprofit organization 

responsible for the Kneading 

Conference, the Maine 

Artisan Bread Fair, and 

educational baking work-

shops for school children.

Virginia Manuel has been 

state director of USDA  

Rural Development in Maine 

since 2009. She has more 

than 25 years experience 

in business and economic 

development, international 

trade and community 

economic development  

in both government and the private sector.

Sam Merrill is an asso-

ciate research professor 

at the Muskie School of 

Public Service, University 

of Southern Maine, and 

director of the New England 

Environmental Finance 

Center, housed at the 

Muskie School. His research 

interests include fiscal and policy connections between land 

conservation and development in New England, and devel-

oping tools for financial adaptation to sea-level rise.

Ken Morse is the partnership director of Healthy Oxford 

Hills, a Healthy Maine Partnership, a founder of Community 

Food Matters, and the Maine lead for the National Farm to 

School Network.
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