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INTRODUCTORY 

RITIXG in 1890, E. H. Elwell, a prominent Maine historian 
of his day, has the following to say in relation to the French 
Canadian population of the State at that time: 

"The French Canadians, following the track of their ancestors 
along the railroad lines running into Canada, have found employment 
in the manufacturing villages; and in Waterville, Lewiston and other 
river cities and towns, form a large and increasing element of the popu­
lation, not without its influence in determining municipal elections." 

These statements, written a quarter of a century ago, and when the 
French-Canadian immigration was in its first full swing, give but an 
inkling of the situation today and especially so in reference to popula­
tion and influence in determining municipal elections, for the Franco-
Americans are largely in evidence throughout the spacious state of 
Maine from the Xew Hampshire boundary lines to those 
of Canada. In various centres of industry they form the larger part of 
the working employees, many owning their own homes, and some are 
Isrge property holders while the trades and professions have able repre-
bPiisatives, men of broad education, wide intelligence and characteristic 
energy and perseverance that makes for success. 

Keeping pace with their personal achievements they hold political 
balance of power in several cities and various towns. In Lewiston and 
Biddeford, the two most important textile cities, the office of mayor 
has been held by Franco-Americans of notable qualification. Other of­
ficial positions of town, city and county have been filled and not a few 
have appeared in the Legislative halls of the State. 

It is in business and the professions, aside from industrial number 
that the Franco-American citizens are most in evidence; and, it may 
be emphatically stated, in the lists of the tax-payers in communities 
wherein they are to be found in any considerable number. In Lew­
iston. for instance, they pay fully two-thirds of all the personal property 
tax. 

In round numbers the estimated Franco-American population of 
the State of Maine is 100,000. 

These figures are arrived at from deductions made from the last 
taken United States Census, that of 1910. The statistics give the total 
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FRANCO-AMERICANS OF THE STATE OF MAINE 

population of the State as being at that time 742,371. Of this number 
110,562 were foreign born; 35,013 French-Canadians. 

Of the natives, whose both parents were born in Canada, the num­
ber given is 26,551. Of the total white stock of foreign origin, which 
includes persons born abroad, and also natives having one or both 
parents born abroad, Canada contributed 67.8 per cent; 30.8 per cent 
French stock, and all others 37 per cent. This gives a total Franco-
American population in 1910 of 75,507. Allowing for the increase during 
the past five years, and a birth rate direct from French-Canadian 
stock, estimated, gives in the neighborhood of 100,000 as the probable 
right Franco-American population to-day, or the year 1915. 

The census of 1900 gave the Fench-Canadian population in Maine 
as being 30.SQ5. so that the increase in 10 years was 4,118. It will be 
seen, therefore, that in recent years the large Franco-American increase 
is owing to the birth rate rather than immigration. 

Decendants from early French settlers have been here from the 
first, but the largely important French-Canadian immigration to Maine 
dates back only about 35 years in its commencement. It was occasioned 
chiefly through their obtaining employment in the industrial centres of 
the State, in cities and towns where the textile industry was prominent. 

Thus Lewiston and Biddeford, with their great cotton mills, drew 
heavily from this source of labor, the French-Canadians supplanting 
gradually the employes of other nationality or the native born. 

In 1910 Lewiston, with a total population of 26,247, had 6,660 
French-Canadians and 4,181 people of French-Canadian parentage, or 
a total Franco-American population of 10,841. Biddeford's population 
in 1910 was 17,079; French-Canadians, 5,150; those of this parentage, 
3,547; total Franco-American population, 8,697. 

The two leading textile cities of the State therefore had a combined 
Franco-American population in 1910, of nearly 20,000 people—now, 
probabh'. some 25,000, estimated as we have previously the population 
in the State. 

In sharp contrast to this we have Portland, chief city of the State 
and without textile industries, with a population in 1910 of 58,571, 
having a French-Canadian population of 408, and 318 of this parentage, 
or a total Franco-American population of 726. 



EARLY FRENCH HISTORY OF 

MAINE AND CANADA 

The first movement of the French 
toward the new world was in 1523, 
when Francis I., King of France, 
fitted out an expedition of four ships 
to explore the coast of North Amer­
ica. The enterprise was intrrsted to 
the command of an Italian, Giovani 
da Verrazano. 

After various adventures and de­
lays at sea, it is supposed that Verra­
zano, in March 1524, caught sight 
of the coast of what is now North 
Carolina At all events, according to 
I i"* accounts, he anchored in this vici­
nity and made explorations. 

Subsequently Verrazano continued 
his cruise along the coast, stopping 
at various points and visiting the In­
dians who received him with great 
hospitality. 

Early in May, 1524, Verrazano 
reached the great gulf of Maine, and 
his accounts give a minute report of 
the coast of the State. He returned 
to France in July, 1524. 

In 1856, a Frenchman by the name 
of Andre Thevet took voyage to the 
new world and visiting the coast of 
Maine, sailed up the Penobscot river, 
of which he later gave a voluminous 
description. Other voyagers and ad­
venturers, French, Spanish and Eng­
lish, also journeyed to the new 
world and made explorations. 

In 1603, Henry IV. of France is­
sued a patent granting to DeMonts, 
an explorer, the region of North 
America between the 40th and 46th 
degree of lati tude; that is, all the 
teritory between the island of Cape 
Breton and the mouth of the Hudson 

river, and there was no western 
bo-ndary but the Pacific ocean, 

DeMonts was authorized to rule 
this vast terr i tory according to his 
discretion, and he named it Acadia, 
Many explorations were made by De­
Monts, including the bays and rivers 
of Maine. Settlements and coloniza­
tion followed near the present site 
of Liverpool. Nova Scotia and this 
was called Port Royal, afterward re­
named Annapolis. 

The French, under DeMonts, win­
tered near the site of Calais, on the 
St. Croix river, in 1604-05, and took 
possession of the Sagadahock, or 
Kennebec river lands. 

In 1613, a French woman of deep 
religious feeling, Madame de Guer-
ohevf 'e. obtained from DeMonts a 
surrender of his royal patent and she 
sent her agents to Acadia to take 
possession of the land in her name. 
These agents visited Port Royal and 
what is now Mount Desert, Maine, 
naming the lat ter St-Sauveur. Here an 
energetic and flourishing colony was 
established. 

News of this movement soon reach­
ed the magistrates of the English 
Virginia Colony and they determined 
to expel these Frenchmen as intrud­
ing upon soil which the English also 
claimed. 

Eleven vessels were equipped, 
manned bv 600 sold ;ers, and an ar­
mament of 14 pieces of cannon. 

The French were taken by surprise 
as this warl ike fleet entered their 
harbor and a landing was made. In 
the skirmish or fight that followed 
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one of the French missionaries was 
shot and other defenders wounded 
Finally the English sained possession 
and tear ing down the French cross 
they erected another upon which was 
inscribed the name and arms of the 
King of England. 

The victorious English then sailed 
to Port Royal where again the 
French, unconscious of any danger 
were found unprepared for conflict. 
Xo lesistance was at tempted, the 
torch applied and in two hours the 
whole flourishing village was in 
flames. The colonists, impoverished 
and ut ter ly ruined. were left to 
starve or find their wav back to 
France as best they could. 

The famous explorer Jacques Par-
tier entered the St. Lawrence river 
in 1534, and again in 1535, but the 
DeMcnts colony, Port Royal, was the 
first permanent French settlement. 

The French founded Quebec in 
1G0S, after which numerous French 
colonists settled in lower Canada, 
near the St. Lawrence river. The 
British, under General Wolf, cap­
tured Quebec in 1759. and the con­
quest of Canada was completed in 
1760 

The principal early English colo­
nies of what is now Massachusetts 
and Maine. the Plymouth colonv 
located in the former and the Pem-
aquid in the later, rapidly increased 
in population but there was consider­
able t rouble with the Indians and no 
cordial friendship at all. 

With the French in Canada it was 
different. They lived, in general, with 
the natives as brothers. They sold 
powder and fire arms to the Indians 
as freely as any other articles. They 
traveled among them as confidently 
as they would have journeved 
through the provinces of France. But 
the English did not dare to trust 
the natives with pistols and muskets 
and they feared to travel far from 
their fortresses unarmed. 

In the year 1633 the English es­
tablished a t rading post near where 
Machias now is. Claude de la Tour, 
the French commandant at Port 
Royal, considered the movement a 
trespass upon the terr i tory which 
had been granted to him bv the King 
of France and made a descent upon 
the place. It was captured after a 
slight defense and several ut the Eng­
lish were killed. La Tour returned 

to Port Royal with a booty amounting 
to about $2,500. 

Following this conflict affairs 
among the English settlers and the 
Indians became more and more 
complicated, and the French were 
exerting all of their influence to 
drive the English out of Maine. 

The French possessions in North 
America were called by the general 
name of New France. Acadia, or Nova 
Scotia, was under the command of 
Gen. Razilla and he, in 1(>3 5, sent an 
expedition to the Penobscot river 
region to drive out the English at 
Castine, and he did so, establishing 
a garrison, and claiming for France 
the entire coast. A subsequent at­
tempt by the English to drive out the 
invaders failed. 

Finally, and maintained for many 
vears, the Penobscot remained the 
tacitly admitted boundry between the 
French and English possessions. 

In the year 1635 Razilla. governor 
of Acadia, died, and two of his subor­
dinate officiers strugled to succe'e'd 
him in command. One of these, Char­
les de la Tour established himself at 
the mouth of the river St. John . The 
other. D'Aulney de Charnisy, took 
h's position on the Penobscot river 
at the point now called Castine. 

The valleys of these two rivers 
were inhabited by two powerful 
Indian tribes. The King of France, 
involved with a war with Spain, paid 
but little attention to the quarrels of 
the two officers in the wilderness of 
the New World . The strife between 
the officers was imhittered from the 
fact that D'Aulney was a Catholic and 
sustained by the powerful influence 
of the Jesuits, while La Tour was a 
Protestant and looked for aid to the 
Puri tans of >'=>w England. 

The Jesuit influence was such that 
La Tour had no chance of obtaining 
support of the King of France in his 
conflict with D'Aulney. The Jesuits 
soon succeeded in obtaining a royal 
edict which denounced La Tour as 
an outlaw Thus encouraged, D'Aul­
ney fitted out an expedition of four 
vessels and 500 men against his oppo 
nent. He blocked the harbor of La 
Tour, cut off all liis communications 
and reduced the garrison to a state 
of great distress. 

On the night of June 12, La Tour 
and his wife escaped from the block­
aded port and proceeded by vessel to 
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Boston. Here he endeavored to ob­
tain aid and to organize a military 
force, but the colonists were devided 
in opinion. 

All the settlements in the Province 
of Maine became greatly agitated 
over the question. After much delib­
eration, the Massachusetts magis­
trates informed La Tour that, though 
they could take no active part in the 
conflict, he might fit out an expedi­
tion at his own expense. 

La Tour at once chartered four 
vessels for two months and 142 men 
were place on board with 38 pieces 
ef ordnance. The squadron thus 
equipped sailed on July 14, 1643. 

La Tour made a sudden and furi­
ous attack on the vessels of D'Aulney 
and drove them from their station. 
Other outbreaks followed and it was 
a time of strife, piracy and robbery 
of every kind. Finally a commercial 
treaty was signed and both parties 
agreed to albstain from all hostile 
acts. 

The people of Maine greatly re­
joiced over this result but the fires 
of conflict were still smouldering. 

Early in the Spring D'Aulney set 
out by snip to capture the works at 
St. John. He sailed with his well-
equipped war vessel from the Penobs­
cot and entering the harbor of St. 
John, opened a vigorous fire on the 
fort. La Tour was away but Madame 
La Tour was there and took com­
mand, proving a true heroine. She 
caused the fire to be returned and 
with so much skill that, in a short 
time, the deck of D'Aulney's vessel 
ran red with blood. Twenty were 
killed and 13 wounded. To save his 
ship from sinking D'Aulney warped 
her under the shelter of a bluff be­
yond the reach of cannon balls. 

Having repaired his damages, 
buried his head and dressed the 
wounds of his men, D'Aulney, greatly 
crest fallen, returned to Castine. 

Temporary peace followed, but the 
shrewd and implacable Frenchman 
still plotted to attack St. John. Final­
ly taking advantage of La Tour's ab­
sence on a. cruise to obtain supplies, 
D'Aulney suddenly entered the har­
bor with a strong naval force and 
again assaulted the fort by a can­
nonade from his ships and by storm­
ing it, at the same time, on the land 
side. The walls were scaled and, after 
some loss of life, the fort was taken 

AH of the inmates were mercilessly 
put to the sword with the exception 
of Madame La Tour who was taken 
captive. The plunder obtained a-
mounted to $50,000 in value. 

La Tour turned adventurer and 
pirate and finally disappeared, not 
being heard of for two years. Mean­
while the fortress of D'Aulney on 
the Penobscot was, at that time, the 
most prominent resort of the Catholic 
missionaries from France. For some 
time D'Aulney was the undisputed 
ruler of Acadia. After three years he 
died, and one year after his death La 
Tour returned and married his wid­
ow, Madame La Tour also being de­
ceased. He now entered upon the 
possession of a rich inheritence, illus­
trat ing the t ruth of the saying that 
fact is stranger than fiction. 

At this time the French were in 
occupancy of settlements at Penobs­
cot, Mount Desert, Machias, and St. 
Croix, but none of these settlements 
were in a flourishing condition. The 
region was still claimed by both the 
French and English. The French 
called it a part of Acadia, the English 
a part of New England. 

The Massachusetts colony brought 
foward a claim to all the land in 
Maine South of a point near Portland 

The year 1651 opened favorably 
for the inhabitants of New England 
and by agriculture, fishing and hunt­
ing the settlers obtained a good sup­
port. It might be thought, then, that 
these struggling people would have 
lived in peace and close brotherhood, 
but no. Instead of harmony, helping 
and cheering one another, a large 
portion of their energies were expend 
ed in shooting one another, burning 
the houses and devasting all 
the plantations. 

The Indians of Maine were at this 
time quite numerous and they had 
obtained, both from the French and 
English guns and ammunition. 

Thus mat ters continued until pub­
lic attention was absorbed by the war 
which broke out between France and 
England. The. war was short and by 
the t reaty of 1667, England received 
the Dutch colony on the Hudson and 
France Nova Scotia. 

"There were no bonds of union", 
says Historian Abbott, "between the 
Catholic French of Nova Scotia and 
the Pur i tans of New England. They 
differed in language, religion, and 
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in all the habi ts of social life. Those 
very t ra i t s of character which ad­
mirably adapted the French to win 
the confidences of the Indians excited 
the repugnance of the English." 

Thus the French and the Indians 
lived far more harmoniously toget­
her than did the Indians and the En­
glish. The Indians who were under 
(he influence of the French readily 
imbibed their dislike for the English. 
There was, consequently, a growing 
animosity between the Eastern and 
the Western tribes. 

In 1669 the French, being in full 
possession of Nova Scotia and the 
terr i tory of Maine as far as the Pe­
nobscot, laid claim to the region as 
far west as the Kennebec river. It is 
estimated that the whole white pop­
ulation scattered along the coast of 
Maine between Piscataqua and the 
Penobscot, amounted to between five 
and six thousand; tha t of all New 
England, 120,000. 

In the year 1675, the deplorable 
war commenced between the Indians 
under King Philip and the Plymouth 
colony Through the imprudence of 
well meaning men. and the wicked­
ness of the vile, the Indians of Maine 
were induced to unite with those of 
Massachusetts in the a t tempt to ex­
te rmina te the white men. 

The Indian population of the state 
of Maine a t the t ime was supposed to 
be about 35,000. They generally were 
disposed to be peaceful, but the white 
man's "firewater" and cheating cus­
toms in mat ters of t rading had caused 
them to distrust the se t t l e rs . 

Christianity was first t aught the 
Indians by the Catholic missionaries 
from France. As early as 1608, 
Briard and Masse commenced their 
self-denying labors at Mt. Desert and 
Gabriel Drenillettes was the first 
who settled upon the banks of the 
Kennebec. 

Following the outbreak of the King 
Philip war the Indians of Maine be­
came aroused and in small, demoniac 
bands they soattered over the whole 
province of Maine. Dwellings were 
ravaged and the sett lers massacred. 

King Philip was hunted down and 
killed in August, 1676, but his death 
did not te rminate the war. Many of 
his warr iors retreated to Maine and 
joined the savage bands who were 
burning and plundering there. Peace 
did not come until 1678, and then it 
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was not final for other Indian out­
breaks and wars occurred. 

Storms of war were now rising in 
Europe of a religions nature , and ere 
long war was declared by England 
against France, in 1689. The feeling 
extended to the French in Canada 
and they determined to drive the 
English out of Maine, and soon ral­
lied many of the Indians around their 
Standards. 

In the Spring of 1690, seven ves­
sels, 'manned by 700 men sailed from 
Boston to regain Nova Scotia and 
capture Quebec. Sir William Phips 
was in command 

The squadron proceeded first to 
Port Royal which surrendered. Phips 
then ran back along the Maine coast 
toward the Penobscot and captured 
all the French posts. 

Flushed with victory, New England 
and New York combined to rout out 
aHl the French colonies in Nova 
Scotia and Canada. Four thousand 
men were enlisted. Sir William 
Phips, commanded the fleet contain­
ing 2,000 men. The other half of the 
army under major-Gen. John Win-
throp, marched across the country 
to attack Montreal . 

The fleet arrived in Quebec harbor 
October 5, and demanded surrender 
from Count Frontenac, the governor. 
He refused and a 'landing was effected 
about four miles below the town. 
Both the naval and land forces com­
menced a furious cannonade. The 
French fought with great courage, 
aided by their Indians allies, and the 
troops were defeated; the English 
soon after sailing away. 

General Winthrop was equally un­
successful and he also soon aban­
doned the enterprise 

Various and continued conflicts 
followed, and Maine throughout was 
filled with lamentation and mourning. 
Conditions became deplorable and 
finally all the sett lements in Maine 
were devasted but four. They were 
Wells, Kittery, York and the Isle of 
Shoals. It was not until August, 1692, 
that peace was declared. 

However, the Protestant English 
and the Catholic French were never 
friendly, and religious differences 
imbittered national animosities. 

The French Catholic missionaries 
continued, under stress of toil and 
suffering, to instruct the Indians, and 
the fairest historians agree with 
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Abbott in saying: "No man can read 
the record of their toils and sufferings 
without the conviction that they were 
truly good men, endeavoring, ac­
cording to the best of their knowl­
edge, to seek and to save the Inst." 

In 1691',, King Williams' war broke 
out, a renewal of previous conflicts 
and attributed to the folly of the Eng­
lish. It was a miserable warfare 
on each side, shooting individuals 
wherever they could be found, burn­
ing cabins and wigwams and cap­
turing and scalping without mercy. 

On September 11, 1697, peace bet­
ween France and England, was de­
clared. This was followed in 169S by 
peace among the people of Maine. 
The territory virtually became a pro­
vince of Massachusetts and so con­
tinued for 130 years. 

The impoverishment of the in­
habitants of Maine at the close of 
war was dreadful, and they had to 
start even the building of houses and 
barns and renew their tilling of the 
soil under the most unfavorable cir­
cumstances. 

In May, 1702, war was again de­
clared by England against France, 
and the war-cloud threw its shadow 
upon these shores. It assumed the as­
pect of a religious war and in Maine 
caused much friction and trouble 
between the French Catholic mission­
aries and the governing powers. 

Queen Ann's war between France 
and England became the Third In­
dian war in the New England col­
onies. It was an attempt of the Eng­
lish to wrest colonies from the 
French and, by the French, to wrest 
them from the English. 

After the war had continued for 
three years with great suffering on 
all sides and varying fortune, the 
French in Canada proposed neutrality 
That is, while the courts of France 
and England continued to carry on 
the war, they proposed that the 
French and English colonies, strug­
gling against the hardship of the 
widerness in the New World, should 
stand aloof from the conflict. The 
English, very unwisely, dissented, 
and the year of 1706 passed away 
with continued burnimgs, assassi­
nations and captures. 

By 1708, Maine was in a state of 
general paralysis. No industrial pur­
suits could be undertaken. The set­
tlers kept carefully huddled together 

in the garrisons. The French made 
an effort to unite all the Northern 
tiibes to exterminate the English but 
wen- unsuccessful. 

In 1710 a new effort was made for 
the conquest of Port Royal, the for­
tress finally being surrendered to the 
crown of England. The name was 
changed to Annapolis and thus Nova 
Scotia passed into the hands of the 
English. 

In July, 1711, a fleet sailed from 
Boston to capture Quebec. In enter­
ing the mouth of the St. Lawrence 
eight t ransports were wrecked and a 
thousand men sank beneath the 
waves. 

Peace did not come between 
France and England until March, 
1713, and this brought peace also in 
the new world. But the desolation 
was awful. The fur t rade had become 
extinct and lumbering and fishing 
almost at an end. However a new 
era of peace and prosperity, it was 
hoped, was now about to dawn upon 
Maine. Agriculture, lumbering, fish­
ing, etc., were resumed and institu­
tions for education and religion be­
gan to arise. 

At this time there were two flour­
ishing French Catholic missions in 
Maine, one at Norridgewock and the 
other on the Penobscot. Of this con­
nection, and previous historical e-
vents in Maine, Historian Coolidge 
says: 

"I t may seem strange to some that 
the Indians were always found on 
amicable terms with the French 
while they were ever making inroads 
upon the settlements of the English. 
But the means used by the two na­
tions were entirely opposite, while 
the French, with their social fascina­
tion and flexibility of character, used 
every method of conciliation toward 
them the English looked upon 
them with detestation and horror." 

Peace, notwithstanding the horrors 
of previous wars, was not lasting. 
Again came mad, ruinous war in 
1722. Many encounters and massa­
cres followed and the Indians of both 
Maine and Canada w&re involved. 

In August, 1724, a party of 200 
English made an attack on the In­
dian village of Norridgewalk, result­
ing in a terrible slaughter of the in­
habitants. Fa ther Rasle, the good 
French missionary who had done BO 



FRANCO-AMERICANS OF THE STATE OF MAINE 15 

much for the Indians was killed 
among the res t . 

And thus the struggle continued 
with more or less severity until a 
treaty of peace with the Indians was 
signed in July, 1726. This warfare 
was carried on by the Indians with­
out any recognized assistance from 
the French. 

The Spanish war of 17 4 3, raging 
in Europe, drew France into an alli­
ance with Spain against Great Brit-

.ain. This led to a conflict on these 
shore.; between the French and Eng­
lish colonists. 

Louisburg, upon the Island of Cape 
Breton, was one of the most impor­
tant and best fortified posts of the 
French . It was at tacked by a British 
war fleet and army of 4,000 men, 
April 30, 1745. The batt le raged 44 
da\s , the French capitulating on 
June 15 

The t rea ty of Aix-la-Chapelle, 
October 7, 17 48, gave peace to the 
world. 

But it was not a lasting peace. A 
great and terrible struggle was ap­
proaching between the then two most 
powerful kingdoms of the globe, 
France and England, for the posses­
sion of the cont inent . France began 
'o erect forts from the great lakes 

to New Orleans, intending to hold 
control of the majestic valleys of the 
Ohio and Mississippi, and to shut up 
the English upon the narrow border 
East of the Alleghanie mountains, 
England was resolved to drive the 
French from Canada and to take pos­
session of the whole country. 

It was not until June, 1756, that 
England declared war against France 
Subsequently occured the fall of Que­
bec, Ticonderoga, Niagara and Crown 
Point, the English being victorious 
but accomplished at a great loss of 
life and property. During the conflict 
the Indians were completely crushed . 

February 10, 1763, a general trea­
ty of peace was signed between 
France and England, and France re­
nounced to Great Britain all her 
northern dominions in America. 

The great war of the Revolution 
came in 1776, of which this history 
has no part. It is well to say, how­
ever, that the colonists, were greatly 
aided in their struggle for liberty by 
the French settlers and by troops and 
ships from France. Notably those 
under command of General Lafayette 

October 27, 17 81, the British army 
surrended at Yorktown to the 
combined forces of France and Amer­
ica . 

ffl 



VERY REVEREND FATHER A. C. COTE 
Rector of Saint-Peter's Church Lewiston, Me. 



DOMINICAN MONASTERY 

AND THE GROWTH 

OF SAINT-PETER'S CHURCH 

IN LEWISTON 

The growth of the French-Canadian church in Lewiston may be said 
to date from 1871. In that year Rev. Father M. Hevey came to this city 
from St. Hyacinthe, Canada, to see what could be done in advancing the 
interest of the church. At that time the French people were not numer­
ous in Lewiston and it was up hill work for Father Hevey. His head­
quarters were in a small garret for which accomodations he paid $18 
per month, but his few parishoners were anxious for the building of a 
church. 

Then, as ever in such enterprises, the financial problem was acute. 
He was a man of great resources and he at once originated the idea of 
raising money by a loan under the form of bank deposits. This met 
with the favor of the bishop and the first man to offer a bank deposit 
for this purpose was M. Eleusippe Garneau. This was on the 26th day 
of February 1872 and the amount was §10. This may be called the 
foundation of the first church of the faith in Lewiston. 

On the 7th day of the following July the corner stone of the church 
was laid, and on May 4th, 1873 Monseigneur Bacon, Bishop of Port­
land blessed the new parish of St. Peter and Paul in Lewiston. 

The growth of the church gradually increased as the French popu­
lation grew in numbers and in 1878 Father Hevey organized the convent 
of gray nuns and four sisters of that order came from Saint Hyacinthe. 
to assume charge. Their work was to establish a school and a home 
for orphans and behind them stood Father Hevey to guide and assist 
financially. This may be called the first work that he accomplished out­
side of his regular parish. 

In 1881 came another labor for the indefatigable divine. The par­
ish was donated to the Dominican Fathers and for this act of generosity 
the Abbe Hevey was raised to the dignity of a Monseigneur apostolic 
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THE DOMINICAN MONASTERY 

prothonotary. In the mean time he had built the church and the Bishop 
of Manchester called him to that city to build another and still more 
costly one. This was the church of St. Marie which is one of the finest 
in New England. 

Before going to Manchester Monseigneur Hevey determined to 
established the Dominican order in Lewiston and in 1881 with the as­
sistance of Rev. M. Charland, who came to this parish in 1876, he in­
terested the St. Hyacinthe Dominicans to send Rev. Father Mothon, 
and Fathers Adam, Toutain, Sicard, Clair and Brother Jean Marie 
Closse to this city to undertake the work of establishing a monastery. 
These divines at once took charge cf the church and parish house and 
were warmly received by the people, and favored by the Bishop of 
Portland ;:iid the Vatican at Rome. It is but just to say that they were 
also most kindly received by the Protestants as well as the Catholics 
of the city. 

Rev. Father Mothon proved to be an able organizer and to him 
the schoo1. in Auburn, the orphanage and hospital in Lewiston as well 
as the Dominican block are due. With persistent energy he started 
and competed the foundation of the new church of St. Peter and Paul 
en Bartlett street and in this work he had the able assistance of the 
other Dominican fathers as well as the people of his parish. The new 
monastery was largely the result of his labor and may be called a mon­
ument to his tireless energy. 
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The present head of the Dominican monastery in Lewiston is Very 
Rev. Father Thomas Marie Gill, who came here in 1909, and under 
whose direction the institution and church are making rapid progress 
This prelate was born in St. Frangois du lac, Province of Quebec, and 
was educated at the Nicolet college in the same province. In the prime 
of life and a man of fine administrative ability and personal charm it 
is safe to say that the monastety has had no abler head and Lewiston 
no more popular citizen. 

The pastor of the church of St. Peter and St. Paul is Rev. Fr. 
Augustus Cote and a preacher of eloquence and power. The financial 
and business manager is Rev. Father Stephanus Ferir, whose position 
and office is one of great importance. 

The monastery is one of the largest ecclesiastical structures in 
Maine and was built at a cost of some $150,000. The main floor con­
tains all the offices and waiting rooms in the front section in each of 
which is a figure of Christ on the cross. In the rear is a small recreation 
and reading room where magazines, papers and church literature may 
be found. The library commences on this -floor and extends to the 
stories above. This room is 35x25 feet in size and contains 4,500 
volumes in several languages. The upper portion is reached by a flight 
of stairs at the foot of which is a wonderful oil painting with an un­
known history. The scene is Abraham offering his son as a sacrifice 
and is evidently the work of an Italian artist. This picture was dis­
covered by Father Gill in the attic of the building and by him hung in 
its present position. It bears the marks of age and doubtless was the 
wcrk of a great artist. On this ground floor is the private chapel and 
a room for the sick who need medical attendance. There are also other 
rooms on this floor as well as the big apartment for plants and flowers. 

The second story is devoted to rooms of the members and from the 
rear end of the hall is a splendid view of the city and its environments. 
The room of Father Gill is a mechanical curiosity. He is a genius in 
the direction of fine work and inventive skill, and here may be seen the 
model of a gasoline engine that he has just invented. This engine is 
wonderfully simple and will make 500 revolutions per minute. Scattered 
around the room are other evidences of the mechanical and artistic skill 
of this gifted prelate. 

All the rooms in this building are simply furnished and they all 
have a figure of the crucified Christ hanging on the wall. If the Domi­
nicans are not prevented to hold property they still retain all the old-
time simplicity of the order in its early days and there is no luxury to 
be found here. The members are not called monks, as that term is only 
applied to the Carthusians, Trappists and Fathers of the Desert. They 
are one and all hard workers, painstaking and devout, but extremely 
kind and courteous to all visitors, whether Catholic or Protestant. 

It will be of interest to all our people to know something about the 
daily life and duties of the members of this monastic order. The bell 
that rings at five in the morning calls them all up, and they at once 
repair to the community chapel to chant the office psalm. This service 
requires ten minutes and is followed by the community mass, at which 
all the members are present. This is conducted by the members in turn 
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each one doing the service for one week. A half hour is then given to 
quiet meditation, each one choosing his own subject. 

Then come the visits to the different Catholic institutions in the 
city. One goes to the Healy Asylum, another to the Bates street con­
vent and still another visits St. Mary's Hospital. Services requiring 
the use of the church, such as marriages, funerals, and general advice 
are attended by others, and an hour is usually passed in these various 
duties. 

Then comes a light breakfast in the dining room, and this consists 
of coffee and bread only. Each one then goes to his own room to stud} 
and prepare for any regular or special duty, and if not called out, he 
remains here until 11.40 a. m. 

Community service comes next, and the members again repair to 
the little chapel for recitation of the office prayer, which is the same as 
in the morning. Dinner is then served, and this is the most generous 
meal of the day. During this meal one of the members reads aloud 
from some book, varying the subject from day to day. 

At one o'clock comes the vesper service, which occupies twenty 
minutes, and this is followed by recreation until two o'clock. During 
this time the members can walk, ride, visit friends, play billiards 01 
indulge in any innocent amusement that suits their fancy. 

At two o'clock the bell taps and work again commences. It is 
then employed, and while Father Gill may be inventing a machine of 
some kind, others are painting, practicing music, visiting the sick or 
writing. This continues until ten minutes of six, when the bell rings 
for matins laudes and praise service in the community chapel. 

At 6.30 p. m. comes the supper, which requires but ten minutes, as 
only scup, vegetables and cheese are served. Then comes another rec­
reation lasting until 7.30, after which comes the evening service in the 
big adjoining church. All the members attend this and take turns in 
conducting the exercises. These begin with the rosary which is followed 
by silent meditation lasting until eight o'clock. From that hour until 
8.45 p. m. is recreation, and then the bell sounds for silence, altho this 
is not strictly observed. Guests can be received in the private offices 
and quiet conversation carried on, or the members can work for a time 
if they desire. For the most part, however, quiet is maintained, as 
many of the members retire at this hour. This ends the routine proce­
dure of the day in a Dominican monastery. 

The new church adjoins the monastery, and when completed, this 
will be the finest ecclesiastical structure in New England. This building 
occupies the site of the former church, and only the basement and first 
story have been completed. The designer was Noel Coumont, a Bel­
gian architect, and the work was commenced in 190S, under the gen­
eral direction of Father Mothon, who was the Superior at that time. 
The architecture is purely Gothic and very ornate. After completing 
the basement the stucture was roofed over, and this is now being used 
for the services. There are seats for 1600 people in the auditorium 
with standing room for nearly as many more. The builders were Le-
mieux & Chevalier of Lewiston, and every portion of the work is of the 
best. The material is dressed granite and it is built to endure the same 



THE OLD ST-PETER'S CHURCH 

The first French Catholic Church in Lewiston. The corner stone was laid 
on the 7th of July 1871! and the dedication was held by Mgr. Bacon, 

first bishop of Portland, May 4, 1873. Demolished in 1904 to 
make room for the present construction 
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as the European cathedrals. Up to this time about $125,000 has been 
expended, and when the upper stories have been added the entire cost 
will exceed a quarter of a million. 

Standing inside of this great structure one would hardly suspeci 
that it was not the finished building, but as a matter of fact the upper 
auditorium will be much larger. The most impressive sight is the great 
altar, which is th_ most ornate affair of its kind in Maine. In the rear 
of the altar h ihe large room for vestments, and this is a goodly-sized 
hall of itself. This room is really one story above the altar, and is 
reached by a flight of stairs. Another room is used for smaller gath­
erings and special purposes, like weddings and other functions. These 
rooms are all complete, and each is furnished according to its purpose, 

The main auditorium is a fine sample of Gothic art, and the bend­
ing arches above are remarkably graceful in their outlines. Around at 
equal distances there are no less than fourteen groups of statuary in 
terra cctta representing the stations of the cross. First comes the figure 
of Christ before Pilate and then all the other historical events in the 
tragedy of Calvary are represented in turn. The lowering of the body 
from the cross is terribly realistic. The expression of dying agony on 
the features, the blood-stained garments, and the hard features of the 
Roman centurions are all delineated with fidelity to nature and with 
historical exactness. In the rear of these is the great church organ 
which is one of the best of its kind, and here also are the main en­
trances to the buildint;. which open out upon the street. 

Large as this building will be when completed, it will be none too 
commodious for the wants of this great parish. At this time it has no 
less than 8000 communicants, which includes more than three-fourths of 
the entire French population of this vicinity. To attend to all the spirit­
ual wants of so many people is no small task, but even this does not 
tell the whole story. The sick, the poor and the infirm are all under 
the watchful eye of these members of the monastery and nothing is 
overlooked. Hard workers one and all are they, but in spite of all their 
cares and responsibilities they are always cheerful, and whoever visit.-, 
their monastic home is sure of a cordial welcome. Religious ties are not 
considered in courtesies shown to guests, and a Protestant is met with 
the same kindly smile and warm grasp of the hand as are those of their 
own kith and kin. All of the fathers are highly educated men, and even 
the brothers, who have not taken the vows are well informed on all 
matters pertaining to their race and faith. The Dominican father who 
comes to Lewiston at once adopts himself to our institutions and is proud 
to call himself a citizen. They have had able men among us, and 
Faters Adam, Monard, Toutain and Grolleau and Gill have been an 
honor to their race and to our city. They have founded a great institu­
tion in our midst, and its present leaders are doing their full part in the 
uplift of humanity and the advancement of our citizenship. 

L. C. BATEMAN 



DOMINICAN BLOCK 
Lincoln and Chestnut Sts. Built in 188:;. For many years the leading 

French parochial school of Lewiston. 



SAINT MARY'S GENERAL 

HOSPITAL 

Saint-Mary's General Hospital, located in Lewiston, is the second 
largest in Maine. It is under the charge of the Sisters of Charity. No 
distinction is made nor questions asked as to the religious faith of pa­
tients, and clergymen of all denominations are welcome to visit and 
administer to those of their faith. The Hospital has no funds from 
which it derives an income. It is mantained in part by appropriations 
from the state of Maine, from the fees paid by the patients able to pay 
whole or part board, by a very small number of free beds, and finally 
by contributions of those who recognize the important services ren­
dered to the community. The Sisters of Charity themselves receive 
nothing but their support, in return for their life devotion to the care 
of the sick. 

The Hospital fills a vital and urgent need in caring for the sick 
poor, and a large number of gratis patients are treated each year. 

The work has constantly increased from the treating of 160 patients 
in 1893 to 1321 in 1914, and from requiring the services of 13 sisters 
in 1893 to 35 s: iters and 24 nurses in 1914; while the medical staff has 
been increased from 4 in 1893 to 18 in 1914. The house employs an 
interne. 

This has been done through the untiring efforts of the Sisters, and 
without any of that sense of security which comes to those Institutions 
which have a fixed source of income. 

The Sisters of Charity has at all times been looked upon as a 
nurse. The Sisters, however, realize the importance of the trained nurse 
and a training school was opened years ago, at the Mother House of 
the Society, in St. Hyacinthe. P. Q., and the Sisters themselves became 
members of the school. 

The Hospital is pleasantly situated at the junction of Pine and 
Sabattus Streets, in the city which are connected by electric cars with 
all parts of Lewiston and Auburn. Being located on an eminence, the 
hospital enjoys an ideal site, and the purity of the atmosphere, together 
with the quiet of the surroundings, make it a beautiful and healthy 
dwelling for its inmates. 
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The building contains extensive wards, both for surgical and medi­
cal cases, spacious appartments for invalids, and isolated rooms for 
delirious patients. Children have their own separate wards, furnished 
especially for their comfort. 

There are a number of well furnished rooms, where persons may 
be treated as private patients, and be attended by their own physicians 
if they desire, thus obtaining the ccmforts of a home with advantages 
to be obtained from treatment in a hospital. 

In connection with the hospital is a training school for nurses. 
The instruction is given by the Directress of the school, and by the 

Medical and Surgical Staffs of the Hospital, with occasional assistance 
from other teachers, and consists of lectures, recitations practical ins­
truction at the bedside of patients in the wards of the Hospital, where 
the pupils are afforded opportunity to acquire abundant practical exo:-
rimce of the many different and similar cases. 

Examinations are held at stated intervals and after having satis­
factorily completed a course of 30 months, the pupils thus trained, re­
ceive their diplomas, signed by the Committee. 

Young women wishing to enter the school must have attained the 
are of twenty-one. and must be in good physical condition. They must 
apply in person if possible, and are expected to give a bn?f personal 
history, and to furnish evidence cf a high school education, or equi-
va'ent. Her disposition and moral character must be attested in writing 
by at least two prominent citizens. 



HEALY ASYLUM 

This institution is located in T.ewiston and was founded in the 
year 1893. Since its establishment it has cared for 3074 orphans who 
would have been thrcwn into the alms houses or poor farms of the differ­
ent cities and towns of the State, or perchance p'aced in homes under 
unfavorable conditions, where little heed or attention would be given 
to their educational needs or moral training. Think of the influence 
upon a child of tender years, forced to mingle with physical and moral 
v.recks of society, that fill the alms houses of the State; picture in your 
mind, the effect of the association with grown people of different moral 
character, nature and disposition, not of the highest order, upon the 
forming habits of the young which later might cause them to become 
anything but good citizens and worthy members of society. In the 
Healy Asylum they are not only provided with a good, comfortable 
home, but their moral training is most carefully attended to, as the 
redemption of even one boy means the redemption of several, possibK 
s;ores cf human beings in the years to come. Also to provide a home 
for boys who have lost one parent, either father or mother, necessitating 
the breaking up of the home, and the separation of the family. 

In this institution, all children regardless of nationality or creed 
are received. Jt is thoroughly non-sectarian, the religious beliefs of 
each child being carefully respected. 

.As regards locality, the site of the Asylum is as pleasant and 
healthy as could be found in the city. The house itself, is a large, 
spacious brick bui'ding, and well ventilated; it is surrounded by fine 
galleries and extensive playgrounds, thus affording all the advantages 
that could be desired, to keep children healthy and happy. 

The age limit at which boys are received, ranges from 3 years to 13 
years, and all boys less than thirteen years of age, receive daily instruc­
tion at the Home. The course of studies is the same as in the Lewiston 
public schools. One advantage connected with this Asylum is that the 
boys become familar with both languages, as they hear and are taught 
both. 

At the age of thirteen suitable homes, are provided, if possible, for 
the orphans leaving the Asylum. However, if they do not wish to be 
adopted, they may work at any kind of employment, that is considered 



THE HEALY ASYLUM 
Founded in 1893 by the Sisters of Charity 
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well for them; the Sisters, all the time, keeping a watchful care over 
them. 

One of the objects of this institution is also to aid, advise, and en­
courage to lead a better life, such boys as have, thoughtlessly or inten­
tionally, been guilty of some petty offense, whereby they have become 
amendable to the law. 

Owing to the kindness of the public authorities, the Sisters, for 
many years, have been allowed to take charge of several young boys 
guilty of some misdemeanor, holding themselves responsible for these 
children, who have thus been shielded from the inevitable dangers that 
wou'd have befallen them by their being brought into contact with 
confirmed criminals in jail. 

It has been the experience of the Sisters several times, that boys 
have been saved from "serving time,' by the opening of the Healy 
Asylum to them. For instance, at the present time, several boys who 
would undoubtedly be in reformatories, or even jails, are being given 
a chance here in the Asylum, and are making good. 



FRANCO-AMERICANS 
—OF— 

WATERVILLE 

It is only since 1875, date of the establishment of the Lockwood 
Manufacturing Company, that the French population of Waterville 
has increased rapidly. But, the immigration of the French Canadians 
dates much farther back. 

The first French immigrant who came to reside in Waterville was 
Jean Mathieu. He came here about 1827. He was the first Frenchman to 
built a frame house for himself, or rather rebuild a structure that was 
moved from Fairfield to the Mathieu home situated on the East side 
of Water Street. A little later a man by the name of Jean Marcou made 
his home in Winslow. In 1830 came Pierre Durocher, Abraham and 
Joseph Rancourt and a few others. There were no catholic churchs in 
the neighborhood and Pierre Pare, probably the first Frenchman to get 
married in this part of the country, had to take his sweetheart to 
Whitefield in order to have the nuptial ceremony performed by a 
catholic priest. 

The first mass in Waterville was celebrated on the "Plain" in the 
old Mathieu residence. 

The Poulins, the Lacombes and many others arrived about 1840. 
All these immigrants were very poor and some could not even afford a 
rent and were obliged to build huts out of slabs that the saw mills cast 
away; these were roofed over with earth and sods and were fairly 
comfortable. Most of these peop'e were intelligent, hardy, courageous 
and reared their large families in such a way that we now find among 
their children some of the most succesfull business and professional men 
in this city. One of the foremost citizen among the Franco-Americans 
of Waterville, who is now worth some twenty thousand dollars, likes 
to relate how a cow while walking leisurely a'ong an embankment 
where some of these huts were built, stepped on a roof and fell head 
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Rev. Narcisse Charland 
Rector of St-Francois de Sales Parish, Waterville 

first among the frightened inhabitants who, on seeing the head and 
horns, were sure the devil was after them. 

The French-Canadians began to immigrate from Canada by the 
Kennebec road, about 1830 and, in 1831, there were some 30 families 
established in Waterville, mostly on the "Plain" Among these families 
were the Jacques Pare, Gaspard Poulin, Rancours, etc. At that time 
Reverend Father Fortier came now and then to administer the sacre-
ments of the Catho'ic Church; after him came Father Babbst, of 
Bangor, who performed the same duties. 

In 1851 the French Catholics had augmented so that they thought 
Biliously of erecting a church where devine services could be held 
ic^ularly. Until that time religious services were held in a private 
residence known as the Mathieu Home, situated just North of the 



"ST-PRANCOIS DE SALES" CHURCH, WATERVILLE 

Built In 1874 
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Baptist Protestant Church. The following item appeared in the 
"Waterville Mail" at that time: 

"A CATHOLIC CHURCH IN WATERVILLE" "We learn with 
pleasure that efforts are being made by certain citizens to erect a church 
of the catholic faith, in Waterville. Mr. Gaspard Poulin and Mr. James 
Poulin (Pare ) two men of excellent reputation were chosen to solicit 
funds for that purpose. We heartily recommend this enterprise and hope 
that people of all classes and belief will contribute generously to the 
success of this undertaking. . . ." 

The church was erected on Grove Street. It was a modest structure 
but in every way well adapted to the needs for which it was intended. 
The seating capacity being about 300. 

In 1870 Reverend Father D. J. Halde took charge of the parish. He 
soon realized like many of his parishioners that a large church was nec­
essary. He immediately set to work and conceived the plans of the St-
Francpis de Sales church on Elm Street. The foundations were laid in 
1872, and the structure was dedicated June 14, 1874. Mgr. Bacon, Bish­
op of Portland, Me., officiated and preached the sermon. 

The Reverend Father Xarcisse Charland came to Waterville in 1880 
as successor to Father Halde. The remarkable progress of the Franco-
Americans of this city is largely due to the intelligent energy of this 
Reverend Gentleman. During the thirty five years that he has been at 
the head of this parish he has worked assidiously for the advancement 
of his compatriots and the results of his efforts are evident in the marked 
contrast with the Franco-Americans of thirty five years ago and those 
of today. 

In 1887-1888 a parochial school was built at an expense of $8,000.-
00. In 1891 something over $9,000.00 was spent for the erection of a 
convent for the Ursulines Sisters that Father Charland engaged to take 
charge of the schools. Numerous other structures for educational pur­
poses were erected from time to time to meet the demand of the ever 
increasing French population. The Franco-Americans of Waterville are 
today among the foremost citizens in the industrial, professional and 
social life. 



THE NEW ST-PETER'S CHURCH 

(from the architect's plans) 



FRATERNITIES AND CLUBS 

In addition to the regular church and religious organisations, the 
Franco-Americans of Maine maintain a large number of fraternal as­
sociations, social clubs and societies with varied objects. A resume of 
the most prominent in the populous city of Lewiston will give an ade­
quate idea of their importance in that community, and relatively so 
throughout the State. Among them we note the followings: The Institut 
Jacques Cartier, a local fraternal society; The Union St-Joseph, a fra­
ternal society founded in Lewiston by P. X. Angers, July 7, 1891; three 
lodges of the Artisans Canadiens-Frangais, a fraternal society of Mont­
real; four lodges of the Union St. Jean Baptiste d'Amerique, a fraternal 
organisation of Woonsocket, R. I.; the Club Musical-Litteraire; the 
Association St. Dominique; the Cercle Canadien; the Orpheon, a musical 
society, and the Cercle Ste-Marie, a sporting club for young men, found­
ed in 1910 in the Ste-Marie's Parish. 

IXSTITUT JACQUES CARTIER 

The Institut Jacques Cartier is the pride of the Franco-Americans 
of Lewiston, and it is called "The Mother Franco-American Society of 
Maine". It is prosperous and very strong so far as insurance is concerned 
and it owns many valuable properties in Lewiston. The most important 
is the entire tract of land situated in the rear of the City Hall, between 
Park Street and Lisbon Alley, and extending to Chestnut Street; also 
the buildings that are on the lot, including the imposant four story, 16 
tenement block. In the early days of the French Colony in Lewiston, on 
a night of January 1872, a mass meeting of the Franco-American citi­
zens was called in the old "Lisbon Hall", and there the "Societe St-Jean 
Baptiste" of Lewiston was founded, with an initial membership of about 
20. Over a year later, or in the Fall of 1873, a group of young Franco-
Americans founded a dramatic club, and gave with success a few pres­
entations during the following winter. In May 1874, they organized a 
literary class and took the name of "Institut Jacques Cartier". As there 
was a certain rivality between the two organisations, efforts were made 
to unite them. After much discussion and reciprocal concessions, the 
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fusion was accomplished on June 6, 1875. The by-rules of the Societe St-
Jean Baptiste were adopted by the youngest, and the new association 
took the name of "Institut Jacques Cartier". The chief reason why the 
elder organisation did not keep the original title, is that the Institut 
Jacques Cartier had badges bearing that name and the former had not. 

Thus was founded the oldest Franco-American Society of Lewiston. 
today very flourishing and counting over 800 members. 

Dr. L. J. Martel was the first president. 
Some of the presidents: N. Blanchet, J. E. Cloutier, Z. Blouin, L. 

N. Gingras, Joseph Yoyer, Arthur Reny, Sabin Vincent, Napoleon 
L'Heureux, I. N. Leclair, Narcisse Garneau and Joseph Cote. 

The present quarters of the society are on the second floor of the 
College Block, and its main hall also serves as meeting place for some 
ten other Franco-American societies. 

The Institut Jacques Cartier has the honor of having celebrated 
St. John's day for the first time in Lewiston, on June 24th, 1875. 

CLUB MUSICAL-LITTERAIRE 

This social club is one of the most interesting French organisations 
of Maine and it is considered as the aristocratic circle of the Franco-
American society of Lewiston. Its members are, and have been for over 
a quarter century, the leading professionnal and business men of the 
French colony of Lewiston and Auburn. 

The organisation was founded by Mr. Henry F. Roy, organist of St. 
Peter's Church, on April 22, 1888, and the first meetings were held in the 
appartments of this gentleman. The new society was first known as the 
"Chorale Ste-Cecile" 

On the 4th of November 1888, the Cercle Cremazie, a young literary 
association, of whom the officers were J. G. Chabot and Dr. L. E. Matte, 
was affiliated to the "Chorale Ste-Cecile" and the name was changed to 
"Club Musical-Litteraire" Since that date the club has been constantly 
growing and it has been an important factor in the intellectual develop­
ment of the Franco-American population of Lewiston. 

One of its chief activities has been to present each winter, in a local 
theatre, two or three dramas or operas in the French language. By so 
doing, the club has contributed much in helping the old generation to 
teach the younger the retaining of their maternal tongue, which gives 
them a double advantage after they have learned English. 

Its past presidents have been: Messrs. Henry F. Roy, (3years), Dr, 
L. E. Matte, Cyrille Poulin, Joseph G. Chabot, (2 years; L. T. Chabot, 
F. X. Belleau, Dr. L. Raoul Lafond (2 yearsj, C. LeProhon, Charles 
Morneau, Jr., (2 years), J. B. St-Pierre, Charles Martel, Arsene Caillef, 
William Richard, E. P. Langley, WiUiam Tourigny, Patrick Tremblay, 

The present looms of the club are on the third floor of the College 
Block and are cosy and well furnished. The main hall is fitted up as a 
ball room, and is one of the most beautifully decorated in the State* 



FRANCO-AMERICANS OF THE STATE OF MAINE 37 

ASSOCIATION' ST. DOMINIQUE'S CLUB HOUSE 

THE ASSOCIATION SAINT DOMINIQUE 

This organisation for young men was founded October 10, 1886, by 
R. Fr. Paul Duchaussoy, one of the assistant Dominican Fathers of St 
Peter's Parish. The first meetings were held in the library of the rectory. 
A month after the foundation, or in November, the membership being 
then about 30, rooms were furnished on the lower floor of the then New 
Boy's School on Blake St., and the young association was transfered to 
these new quarters. The growth of the society was very rapid and its 
influence has been potent in the making of the present generation of 
Franco-American business men of Lewiston. 

In November 1894, Father Caouet, being a director of the associa­
tion, organized the present and well known St. Dominique band. On 
March 11, 1896, Prof. L. X. Gendreau of Sherbrooke located in Lewis-
ton and took charge of the band, and is still the director. A curious fact 
is that the first engagement of the new band was for the celebration of 
the centennial of Lewiston, July 4th, 1895. Sometime later the guard of 
honor was organized. 

In 1898, the Dominican Fathers, having bought the Centennial 
Block on Lisbon Street, the Association moved into the building occu­
pying quarters that had been arranged especially for them. The official 
opening was on the 22nd of January 1899. 

It was in June 1908 that the society bought a lot on Bartlett Street 
and begun the erection of their present club house. The corner stone was 
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laid on September 13th, the same year and the structure was complete in 
May 1909, and opened by a three days celebration in June 1909. It 
is a substantial brick building, three stories, and is surrounded by a 
spacious lot used as a ball ground and for various other sports. 

The basement contains three modern bowling alleys, lavatories, etc. 
On the first floor is located the large auditorium, with seating capacity of 
600, the stage and scenery, and which can also be used as a banquet hall. 
On the third floor are: offices of the officers, the reading and smoking 
room, the pool hall, the library and a large reception parlor. 

The building is modern in every detail and very comfortably fur­
nished. 

Past Presidents: W. Janelle, W. Sabourin, F. X. Marcotte, J. B. 
Janelle, Wm. Maher, Joseph Cote, Wm. McLure, Joseph Poulin, M. 
Coulombe, N. Despins. 

THE CERCLE CANADIEN 

Among all the Franco-American clubs and societies that have been 
founded and exist today in New-England, we do not know of any having 
a more humble beginning than the Cercle Canadien, the well-knowned 
dramatic, literary and sporting club of Lewiston. In the Fall of 1902, 
twelve young men, employees in the mills and shoe factories, and who 
were interested in amateur theatricals and literature, got together and 
formed the Cercle Canadien, with the intention of producing amateur 
dramas. 

Two rooms were secured in a garret on the third floor of a Lincoln 
Street's house, a table and an old stove were bought, and each member 
brought his own chair from home. The first winter, as it was very cold 
and the new organisation was without funds, the members had to bring 
in turn the fuel for the stove. Success met the first productions and the 
next summer the club moved to a room in the Tracy Block, on Lisbon 
Street. There new members were admitted, but they were not allowed 
to participate in the club's management and the twelve founders re­
mained, and are still today the sole owners of the organisation. In 1905 
the membership being 30, a larger hall was rented over Martel's Pharma­
cy, corner of Lisbon and Chestnut Streets. From there the Cercle Cana­
dien returned to the Tracy Block, where it occupied one half of the first 
floor until December 1914, when it was moved to its present spacious 
quarters on the third and fourth floor of the College Block. The club 
occupies one of the largest private halls in Lewiston. There are card and 
smoking rooms, a richly furnished and cosy reading room, containing 
one of the finest and most complete French libraries in Maine and on 
the fourth floor is located a finely equipped gymnasium. 

The dramatic company is considered the finest and strongest French 
amateur theatrical organisation in New England, and as a reverse of the 
routine usualy followed by similar organisations it presents some of the 
latest metropolitan plays. For example, in February 1914, a modern 
drama was played with great success only three months after it had 
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been produced for the first time in one of the leading theatres of Paris. 
The Cercle Canadien also maintains baseball, football and basket­

ball teams. 

The past presidents: A .Boulanger, Pierre Lachance, Alcide Mar-
cotte, Alphonse Lachance, Lucien Laliberte, Joseph Damour, Florian 
Marquis, Arthur Landry and Herman Olivier. 

THE ORPHEON 

The Orpheon singing society is one of the youngest and most popu­
lar musical organisations of Maine. It is composed of a chorus of 40 
male voices, and was founded November 10, 1912, by Pierre Perreault 
a well known singer and music lover of Auburn. The first president was 
Dr. L. Raoul Lafond, and at every election he has been re-elected up to 
the present date, as also the director, Mr. Alphonse Cote, organist of St. 
Louis' church of Auburn. L"p-to-date, the Orpheon has given three annual 
concerts, at which have appeared some of the leading artists of America, 
and every concert hps been considered the artistic and social event of the 
season in Lewiston. The success of the first concert was so widely pub­
lished that at the two last ones, large delegations from Augusta, Water-
ville and other neighboring towns attended. 

The Orpheon has no quarters for the present, and holds its rehear­
sals in the Couture Hall. 

The Orpheon is rapidly becoming an important factor in the social 
life of Central Maine and is decidedly a forward movement for a better 
understanding of music and its greater appreciation by the people. More 
than that, the society is bringing together the English speaking people 
of all races, so that they may participate in the hearing and cultivation 
of c'assical music. With this desirable object accomplished, further re­
sults will accrue of still greater importance, notably the better under­
standing and closer friendship of all nationalities in a great cosmopolitan 
community. 

Numerous other organisations have been founded in Lewiston in the 
past and today are no longer in existence for various reasons. Many of 
our readers have perhaps heard about them and, not knowing of their 
disposition, will probably look for some of them in this article. In this 
connection, therefore, we will conclude with a list of the Franco-Amer­
ican associations that once existed and are now passe: Club Cremazie, 
literary; Club Montcalm, sportive; Cercle Papineau, dramatic; Cercle 
des Amateurs, dramatic, founded in 1894, lived 2 years; Comedie Na­
t ional , social, disorganised in 190S, and the Cercle Theatral, dramatic 
founded in 1914, lived one season. 



CHURCH AT SHERIDAN 

Built by the Rev. Alfred Pelletier now pastor of the 
Catholic Church of Caribou 



ALONG THE ST. JOHN TODAY 

Along the beautiful and historic Madawaska valley, of the St. John 
river, the dividing line, between the State of Maine and New Brunswick 
the early French settlers struggled with nature, to gain a foothold and 
live their lives as circumstances had ordained. They blazed the way for 
the Franco-Americans of today, for now the cleared lands, the broad 
and fertile acres, are largely in the hands of the descendants of the 
Acadian French. 

The Madawaska valley was colonized about 125 years ago by a few 
families coming from St. John and Fredericton, New Brunswick. As they 
grew in numbers Catholic parishes were formed which are now compara­
tively large and flourishing. One of the earliest and most important of 
these in the parish of St. Bruno at Van Buren, an important trading and 
shipping centre of Northern Maine. St. Bruno was at first a small mis­
sion. The first resident rector was the Rev. Father Gosselin, a native of 
Isle d'Orleans, P. Q. 

Up to 1S42, the Madawaska valley was in possession of Canada and 
it was in that year that, by the treaty of Ashburton, the boundary line 
was changed and it became a part of Maine. From that time a large 
number of French-Canadian families immigrated to the Maine side of 
the St. John river. 

In November, 1884, the parish of St. Bruno came under the charge 
of the Mariste Fathers, and the Rev. Father Artaud was made the first 
pastor. In 1891, the Sisters of the Good Pastor of Quebec founded a con­
vent for the education of young girls and became directors of the paro­
chial schools. In 1901, the actual convent was built. 

Aroostook County may not feed the world, but it does feed a goodly 
portion of the people potatoes—the finest tubers that grow anywhere. 
The Franco-American citizens of today, therefore, are largely potato 
farmers, or buyers and shippers of potatoes on a large scale. About the 
only other industries are, in some settlements that of lumber production 
and the manufacture of shingles. 

All along the St. John the romantic and picturesque valley is dotted 
by towns and villages and through which runs the Bangor and Aroostook 
railroad. Prominent among these towns, beside Van Buren, are Fort 
Kent, Grand Isle, Frenchville and St. Agatha. 



ST-MARY'S COLLEGE, VAN BUREN 
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Van Buren is a town of over 3,500 inhabitants, and its leading busi­
ness and professional men are Franco-American citizens of progressive 
ideas and modern enterprise. 

The stores of Van Buren are for the most part spacious, modern and 
largely stocked. Here are also located two banks, both adequate institu­
tions for the handling of the local commercial operations and that of 
the surrounding territory. The Van Buren Trust Co. is officered by P. C. 
Keegan, president; J. F. Theriault, vice-president; R. H. Bradbury, 
treasurer. The latter is a native of Houlton, Me., and a gentleman who 
gives one pleasure to meet, courteous and obliging and evidently well 
versed in financial and all timely matters of the day. The First National 
Bank of Van Buren is officered by Joseph Martin, president; L. V. Thi-
bodeau. 1st vice-president; P. Theriault 2d vice-president; J. Adolphe 
Hebert, cashier. Another corporation of importance is the Van Buren 
Light and Power Co., incorporated in 1910. L. V. Thibodeau, president; 
Joseph Martin, treasurer; E. Lebrun, secretary; J. A. Pelletier, vice 
president. 

Fort Kent has a population of some 3,700 people and is the chief 
trading and shipping centre for many miles around. Potatoes, hay and 
grain are shipped in large quantities to numerous New England points 
and New York City. There are various spacious and heavily stocked 
stores and a bank. The Franco-Americans predominate, not a few of 
whom are descendants of the Acadian French or first settlers. 

Fort Kent was the principal point of activity of the famous ''Aroos­
took War", or dispute over the boundry line between Maine and Canada. 
The first settler was Joseph Nadeau who was driven out of Acadia by the 
English to make way for the Royalists. For seven years he was without 
neighbors, and then they were the soldiers of the so-called "Aroostook 
War" The soldiers built commodious barracks here and a block house 
or fort, hence Fort Kent, named for former Gov. Kent. Both are still 
standing, the barracks being converted into a hotel. 

The town stretches along the St. John for some distance and is sur­
rounded by towering hills, and covered with verdure they present a 
beautiful landscape view in Summer. 

All the towns mentioned have Catholic churches and convents, most 
of the buildings being of good size and well cared for. This is particular­
ly true of the Van Buren and Fort Kent churches and convents, and the 
convent at St. Agatha is particularly large, being attended by pupils 
from all parts of the country. 

Biographical sketches of the leading Franco-Americans of the valley 
of St. John are to be found elsewhere in this volume. 

ST. MARY'S COLLEGE 

At the same time that Father Artaud, in 1884, arrived at Van Buren 
to take charge of St. Bruno parish, came Father Chataignier, also of the 
Mariste Fathers, who begin the foundation of a college for the education 
of boys in French and English, now St. Mary's College. 

The first money to help in the construction of the College building 



FRANCO-AMERICANS OF THE STATE OF MAINE 

was secured by public suscriptions, and many of the parishoners alsc 
gave wood and days of labors to help in the erection. In the Spring ol 
1885 a lot was bought in front of the church and the foundations were 
commenced in the following summer. The whole building was completed 
in the Fall of 1887. The original building was 100 ft. long by 50 wide 
with four stories. Some 75 schoolars could be accommodated. 

In the meanwhile a temporary class had been opened, November 
1885, in the vestry of the church, with Fathers Guillemin and Fahy, as 
first professors. But the enterprise lasted only six months. 

In the month of October, 1887, the superior, Father Descreux, and 
the first professors, Fathers Frangois and Kirk and the good Brother 
Augustin arrived, and the first school term was officially opened in the 
last days of November. 

At about the same time a fair was organized, for the benefit, and in 
the main hall of the College. The results were very encouraging and 
about $1,100.00 were netted. The first mass in the college's chapel was 
celebrated by Father Descreux, the 8th of December, 1887. In 1888, 
Father Descreux being ill, he was replaced by Rev Father Lourde. This 
good Father was superior for six years and under his administration a 
big recreation hall was built, and later a house for the Sisters of The 
Holy Family, of Sherbrooke, Canada, who had charge of the kitchen 
and general work. 

At the request of Father Collins, on May 24, 1899, the State Le­
gislature gave St. Mary's college the privilege of granting diplomas to 
the students. 

The other superiors up-to-date, have been: Father Piot, (1894-98). 
Father Janisson, (1898-1801,J Father J. Dunne, (1902-05.J 

In September, 1905, the present superior, Father M. Thouvenin 
was placed in charge of the College. Under his administration the num­
ber of students grew very rapidly, and in 1908 the construction had to 
be enlarged. Thanks to the efforts of the Hon. P. C. Keegan, of Van 
Buren, and P. Theriault, senator from Aroostook county, an appropria­
tion of $15,000.00 was voted by the legislative assembly of Augusta, to 
help the enterprise. It was also under Father Thouvenin's term that 
numerous improvements were introduced in the program of studies. 



A coeur vaillants rien a"impossible" 
—Nothing is impossible to valiant hearts 

Jacques Cteur 

Biographies 

"Le mot impossible n'est pas francais" 
—The word impossible is not French 

NapoUon Jet 
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LOUIS J. MARTEL, M. D. ROBERT J. WISEMAN, M. D, 

Probably no name among the pio­
neer French-Canadian settlers of 
Maine is more honored among the 
citizens of our State, regardless of 
nationality, than that of the late 
Louis J. Martel, M. D., of Lewiston. 
Dr. Martel was born in St. Hyacinthe, 
P. Q., Canada, in November, 1851, 
and entering the Seminary there at 
the early age of nine years continued 
study until his graduation at the 
age of 18 years. Following this he 
entered the Montreal College of Phy­
sicians and Surgeons, graduating and 
receiving the degree of M. D., at the 
age of 21 years. At both schools he 
graduated with the highest honors, 
and was also the youngest man to 
ever so graduate from these educa­
tional institutions. Subsequent to re­
ceiving his diploma from the Mont­
real College, Dr. Martel commenced 
active practice in St. Hyacinthe, con­
tinuing six months. Meanwhile Fa­
ther Heavy, a pioneer French-Cana­
dian pastor of Lewiston, heard 
glowing accounts of Dr. Martel's 
ability and estimable personal quali­
ties, which caused him to urge the 
young man to locate in Lewiston. This 
Dr. Martel did in 1874, ere long win­
ning professional recognition and 
gaining a high standing in Maine's 
chief industrial city. As time went 
on, Dr. Martel became more and more 
a factor in the Franco-American life 
of the city gaining prominence as 
well as a citizen irrespective of race, 
and always taking a deep interest in 
the welfare of the people and doing 
his utmost to further the progress 
and prosperity of the municipality. 
He was largely intrumental in found­
ing Ste. Marie's Hospital, and it is 
only justice to say that this excellent 
institution is to-day a most worthy 
and substantial monument to his good 
deeds of the past and inherent love 
of his fellow men. Dr. Martel was 
also of great aid in the encourage­
ment and establishment of local 
Franco-American fraternities, and 
always with the view of their being 
beneficial to their members personal­
ly as well as collectively. Dr. Martel 
died in 1897, highly honored and 
greatly beloved by all who knew him 
and universally respected by all 
classes of people in the cosmopolitan 
city of his adoption. 

Dr. Robert J. Wiseman, one of 
Lewiston's most esteemed citizens 
and physicians, recently mayor of the 
city, was born in Stanfold, now 
Princeville, Province of Quebec, Ca­
nada, June 26, 1871, son of George 
A. Wiseman, deceased in 1876, and 
Ann (Thamas) Wiseman, deceased 
in 1872. He comes of a family of nine 
children, four now living: George A. 
Wiseman, Isabella F . Wiseman, Mrs. 
Anna Rivard and himself, all of 
Lewiston. 

Dr Wiseman is largely a self-made 
man, insomuch as he gained business 
success by working up from the 
ranks, previous to gaining medical 
knowledge and subsequent profes­
sional high standing. He came to 
Lewiston with the family in 1873, 
went to live with a sister in Manches­
ter, N. H., in 1875, and returned to 
Lewiston in 1883. His early education 
was obtained in the Lewiston schools, 
graduating from the Grammar School 

Dr. Wiseman was first employed, 
in 1885, in the dry goods store of 
S. Marcous, remaining until 1887, 
He then attended a drug store, 
remaining until 1893, and gaining a 
through knowledge of the business. 
Following this, he purchased the 
Frank Pelletier property on Cedar 
Street, comprising three buildings 
and conducted therein a grocery and 
drug store. 

In July, 1899, Dr Wiseman retired 
from business and took a College 
preparatory course in the Lewiston 
Nichols Latin School, employing a 
sub-teacher. Subsequently entering 
Powdo'n College, Medical School, at 
Brunswick, Maine. During the vaca­
tions of his four-year course he kept 
up his studies at Portland, Maine, 
graduating with high honors June 
26, 1903. In July of he same year he 
took a post graduate course at Post 
Graduate Hospital. New York City, 
and re turning to Lewiston the lateT 
part of the same year commerced 
active practice to his present locat'on, 
Lincoln and Chestnut Sts.. which is 
connected with the Globe Drug Store. 

After re turning from his post 
graduate course in New York. Dr, 
Wiseman studied pharmacy in his 
leisure hours and became a registered 
druggist in 1904. 

In 1894, Dr, Wiseman married 
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ROBERT J. WISEMAN, M. D. 
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Miss Rose Cyr, and five children 
have blessed their union. Robert J. 
Wiseman, Jr., graduated from the 
Lewiston High School in 1915, and 
Phillip I. Wiseman will graduate 
from the same in 1917. Armand Wise­
man will graduate from the Grammar 
School in 1915; Albert Wiseman is in 
the Seventh grade and the youngest, 
Priscillia Wiseman, attends a paro­
chial school. 

Dr. Wiseman first entered political 
life in 1908, when he became a mem­
ber of the Lewiston School Board, 
serving two years, then again in 1910 
becoming president of the board. The 
same year he was elected as a Dem­
ocrat to represent ward 6 in the Alder 
manic Chamber and served as presi­
dent of the board. Dr. Wiseman's re­
cord as an alderman (its chief cha­
racteristic being an earnest endeavor 
to promote the best interests of the 
common people), was such that the 
Democratic party urged him to be­
come a candidate for mayor in 
1911, and again in 1913, and al­
though defeated a large vote was 
cast for him. In 1914, through a. fu­
sion of the Republican and Progress­
ive parties, he was elected mayor by 
a large majority vote. 

Dr. Wiseman is the first man of 
French-Canadian nativity to serve as 
mayor of Lewiston, and the second in 
this capacity in the State. His ad­
ministration ended in March, 1915, 
and so very satisfactory had it been 
that previous to the caucuses many 
Republicans, and a large member of 
citizens irrespective of party, were 
extremely urgent for his renomina-
tion. There is no question that , if he 
had consented to the nomination, Dr. 
Wiseman would not only have been 
reelected, but wpuld have received 
the largest majority vote ever cast in 

the city of Lewiston. As mayor, his 
administration was strongly marked 
by strict adherence to principles ol 
economy, yet far from lax in needed 
improvements and furthering all 
that made for permanency. 

In all other respects Dr Wiseman 
was a successful and much admired 
chief executive. Ever ready to res­
pond when called upon, he was an 
able speaker at meetings, banquets or 
conventions, and his genial and 
abundant personal good qualities are 
as well-known in all surrounding 
towns as in Lewiston and Auburn. It 
might be added, that the same holds 
true of his professional skill, as evi­
denced by his remarkably large 
practice. And it was for this reason, 
and state of his health, that Dr. Wise­
man was forced to decline a second 
nomination, practically *> second term 

Dr. Wiseman is attached to the 
surgical staff of St-Mary's General 
Hospital, and is a member of the 
Maine and Androscoggin Medical 
Association, and Spanish War Vet­
erans; and a member of the Indepen­
dent Order of Foresters, Catholic 
Order of Foresters and Institut Jac-
ques-Cartier, and Medical Examiner 
for these organizations; also for the 
Artisans, Cour Ste-Cecile, Cercle d'Y-
ouville and Mutual Life Insurance 
Company of New York. 

In conclusion it may be said that 
Lewiston is one of the most cosmopo­
litan Cities in entire New England, 
therefore for Dr. Wiseman to be so 
highly honored and universally res­
pected, as he has been, and is today, 
by citizens of varied nationality and 
all creeds, is something indeed to be 
cherished by one born on alien soil 
and winning this golden opinion in 
an adopted country. 
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GEORGE A. CHOUINARD 
The real progressive element tha'. 

is advancing the business interests of 
Lewiston and making the city the 
leading and most desirable trading 
centre in Maine, is for the most part 
composed of young men of French-
Canadian bir th or parentage. We find 
them in all lines of mercanti le as 
well as professional endeavor; entei-
prising, sagacious and alert to mod­
ern, metropolitan methods, and it is 
to them that the people mostly look 
for the future growth and prosperity 
0{—not only Lewiston—but the en­
tire State of Maine. 

Prominent among such energetic 
young men as we have referred to is 
George A. Chouinard, the well-known 
l.'.iarmacist. Mr. Chouinard was borr, 
;n St. Aul)eri. Province of '.^leliec, 
Canada, son of Frank and Ros i . ia 
(St-Pierre) Chouinard, and he is one 
of twelve children, three of whom 
are living. Subsequent to beint; edu­
cated in the public schools of Port­
land, Maine, Mr. Chouinard became 
employed as a salesman in the depart­
ment store of the E W. Fowles Co., 
Lewiston, remaining six months. He 
then learned the shoemaking t rade 

and worked thereat for two years, 
afterwhich, in 1907, he entered the 
pharmacy of A. Dussault. Here Mr. 
Chouinard gained a thorough know­
ledge of the drug trade and became 
an expert in the prescription and 
medeeine compounding departments. 
These facts, together with his known 
business integrity and acumen, caused 
him to lie made manager of the finely 
equiped and largely patronized Dus­
sault pharmacy, on February 11, 
1915. 

Mr. Chouinard was married in 
Lewiston in October 1911, to Miss 
Eva Maillet, and they are the parents 
of two children, „, boy and a girl. 

The personality of Mr. Chouinard 
is quite as pronounced as his estim­
able business principles and ability 
as an active, working pharmacist, in 
that he is a young man deeply inter­
ested in the welfare of the communi­
ty, steadfast, in friendship and cour­
teous to all, regardless of their posi­
tion in society. He is a member of 
the A. S. D. and is now serving his 
fourth term as captain of the Guard 
of Honor. 

PHILIAS FAUCHER 

The subject of this sketch, Mr. 
Philias Faucher, is an apt object 
lesson in showing what a young, 
energetic and progressive man may do 
to gain success in business entirely 
through his own efforts, or practically 
so. 

Mr. Faucher was born in Ste. Marie 
Beauce, P. Q., Canada, son of Ferdi­
nand and Basolise (Fer land) Faucher 
and he is one of 13 children, six of 
whom are living. Gaining a good 
common school education in his na­
tive town, Mr. Faucher sought em­
ployment in the United States, lo­
cating in Lawrence, Mass., where for 
three years he was engaged in the 
textile industry. Subsequently he came 
to Lewiston and for 15 years was 
employed in the Bates Mills. 

Earnestly desirous of improving 
his condition and ambitions to enter 
business, Mr. Faucher devoted his 
evenings to gaining a knowledge of 
the jewelry trade and its allied 
branches, so that in 1912 he was well 
T-al ;ned and became a member of 
the firm of Thibault & Faucher, es-
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tablished in the year mentioned. 
These young men now have a linely 
equiped and well-stocked store, lo­
cated at 33 Chestnut Street. Although 
at this writing only about three years 
have passed, the business has shown 
very gratifying results with assured 
promise of far greater prosperity. 

Mr. Faucher is unmarried, has <• 
high standing for his business integ­
rity and estimable personal qualities, 
and he is a member of the St. John 
Baptiste Society of America, Institut 
Jacques Cartier, Artisans, Macatiees, 
Cercle Ste-Marie, A. S. D. and Cercle 
Canadien. 

ERNEST THIBAULT 
Numbered among the most prom­

inent members of that enterprising 
circle of young Franco-American 
business men who are steadily main­
taining and advancing Lewiston's 
reputation as the foremost t rad 'ng 
centre in the State, is Ernest Thi-
bault, jeweler and watch maker, lo­
cated at 33 Chestnut Street. 

Mr. Thibault was born in St. Ar-
sene, P. Q., Canada, son of Eugene 
and Josephine (Paradis) Thibault, 
and he was one of seven children, 
five boys and two girls. His father 
died in 1905. Mr. Thibault was edu­
cated in the schools of his native town 
and at night school in Lpwiston. He 
became a resident of the Spindle City 
in March 1900, and was first em-
r'oved as a weaver in the Continental 
Mill. After one year here he became 
employed in the Bates Mill, remain­
ing 10 years. 

Being ambitious for advancement 
?nd having a business turn of mind, 
Mr. Thibault determined to learn the 
watch repairing trade. This he ac­
complished, and largely by his own 
careful study and earnest efforts, and 
through the able assistance of Au-
guste Verette. Today Mr. Thibault is 
regarded as one of the most skilled 
watch repairers in Lewiston. In 1012 
he started in business by opening a 
first-class and well stocked jewelrv 
and watch repairing store at 33 
Chestnut Street. Gratifying results 
followed and the business has con­
tinued to increase in prestige and 
patronage. 

Although established in business a 

comparatively short time, Mr. Thi-
bault has gained <* high reputation 
for mercantile integrity and acumen, 
while personally he enjoys the esteem 
of many friends and acquaintances, 
He is unmarried and a member of 
the Macabees, St. John the Baptiste 
Society, A. S. D. and Cercle Ste-
Marie. 

ARTHUR T. RENY 
Arthur T. Reny, one of Lewiston's 

most esteemed business men, was 
born "n Ste. Marie, Province of Que­
bec, Canada, in 1855. He was the 
youngest of nine children and his 
father, J. J. Reny, and mother, Ju­
liette (De Lagordiere) Reny, were 
both natives of the Province of Que­
bec. 

Mr. Reny received a college edu­
cation in his home town and came to 
Lewiston in 1872. He was first em­
ployed at the Wood sawmill, remain­
ing one year, and then for a similar 
period worked at the Pingree lumber 
manufacturing plant. The young man 
then made a radical change in em­
ployment, entering the grocery store 
of Z. Blouin, Lincoln Street, as a 
clerk, a position which he held for 
10 years, and resulting in his gaining 
a thorough knowledge of this busi­
ness. He then became a member of 
the firm of M. Phaneuf & Co., m-, 
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gaged in the grocery and bakers-
trades and succeeding to the 
business of Z. Blouin. It is interesting 
to note tha t the store occupied was 
in the building first used as a Catho­
lic Church in Lewiston. Fifteen 
months after this par tnership. Mr. 
Phaneuf died, and Mr. Reny became 
sol© proprietor. Greatly augmenting 
the business, Mr. Reny erected a 
large and modern block, one of the 
finest business s t ructures in the city. 

Forty-one years ago, Mir. Remy 
married Celina Lussier, the result of 
their union being 13 children, five of 
whom are now living. One son is the 
executive head of the well-known 
Auburn grocery firm of E. Z. Reny & 
Co. 

Mr. Reny is one of the largest indi­
vidual tax payers in Androscoggin 
County, paying $900 annually. He is 
also one of Lewiston's French-Cana­
dian pioneers, there being only a few 
families of this nationali ty in the city 
at the t ime of his arrival , and one of 
the earliest supporters of the French 
Catholic Church as well. Fa the r Le-
tourneau was the pioneer priest, and 
he found in Mr. Reny one of his most 
earnest co-workers. 
Mr. Reny. both as a business man and 
citizen, has always been held in the 
highest esteem throughout the com­
munity, not only by people of his 
own nationali ty and creed but by all 
who have gained ei ther his acquaint­
ance or friendship. He is a charter 
member of the St. John Baptist So­
ciety; for 42 years a member, and a 
past president of Inst i tut Jacques 
Cartier; char ter member and a nast 
chief ranger, Catholic Order of For­
esters; one of the first members of 
Knights of Columbus, and a member 
of the Musical Li terary Club and 
Union Musicale. 

REGENT FORTIN 
Numbered among Lewiston's pro­

minent and enterpris ing circle of 
Franco-American merchants , now so 
important in the future progress and 
prosperity of tha t great industrial 
city, is Regent Fort in of the firm of 
Pinette, For t in & Turgeon, furniture 
dealers and undertakers. 

Mr, Fortin was bom at Riviere-du-

REGENT FORTIN 

Loup, P. Q., Canada, and he was 
there educated. Coming to Lew­
iston in 1895 he secured em­
ployment in the Continental Mill. 
After three years of work in the tex­
tile industry Mr. Fortin engaged in 
paper making at Rumford, Me., con­
tinuing one year. He then became a 
furniture salesman for F. X. Marcotte 
& Co. in Lewiston, remaining eight 
years and then embarked in the fur­
niture trade, firm of Pinette & Fortin, 
Lisbon Street. This was in 1912, and 
since that date undertaking and em­
balming have been added to the 
operations, and in 1914 the firm 
name was changed to Pinette, Fortin 
& Turgeon as at present. Today the 
house is regarded as one of the most 
reliable and enterprising of its kind 
in the '"Industr ial heart of Maine", 
Apropos of the later branch the firm 
owns all its operated rolling stock. 

Mr. Fortin was married in Lewis-
ton in 1902 to Miss Maria Godbout, 
and by this union four children have 
been born, all living and of school 
age. Mr. Fortin became a naturalized 
citizen in 1912, and none', native born 
or otherwise, are more public spirited 
and patriotic, or take a deeper inter­
est in the future growth and prosper­
ity of Lewiston. Successful in busi­
ness, he is also successful in gaining 
to a marked measure the esteem it 
his fellow men. Mr. Fortin is a mem­
ber of the C. 0. F., Artisans and F. 
of A, 
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L. 0. ROY M. D. 
Lewiston is justly and widely 

known as the "Industrial Heart of 
Maine", and as a mercantile centre of 
unrivalled business acumen in North­
ern New England. Keeping pace with 
this spirit of enterprise and constant 
advancement is the city's progressive 
group of professional men, greatly 
augmented in recent years by a con-
a'derable number of young men of 
French-Canadian parentage or line­
age. Prominent among them is L. O. 
Rov. M. D., with office 328 Lisbon 
Street 

r.r. Roy wa-, born in St. Michel, 
P. Q., Canada, in 1880, ron of Onesi 
me and Mathilda (Goulet) Roy, both 

natives of Canada, and lie is one of 
11 children, nine of whom are living. 
Dr. Roy was educated at the Quebec 
Seminary, City of Quebec, and he is 
a graduate of the famous Laval Uni­
versity. In 190 6 he commenced active 
practice in Augusta, Maine, there 
remaining until November 1913, 
when he came to Lewiston. Although 
but a comparatively brief period has 
elapsed up to the time of the publi­
cation of this book, Dr. Roy has al­
ready built I'p an extensive practice, 
and in achieving professional success 
he has gained in no lesser sense a 
l rgh personal standing in Lewiston 
nr'd vicinity. 

While a resident of Augusta, Dr„ 
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Roy was an officer of the Board of 
Health, and he is now a valued mem­
ber of the staff of physicians at St. 
Marie Hospital in Lewiston. He is 
unman ied . universally esteemed in 
professional, commercial and social 
circles and is a member of various 
American and C'anado-American med­
ical societies, the 0. O. F., Artisans 
and Union St. John Baptiste of Amer­
ica. 

LOUIS TRIAL 

Prominent among the leaders in 
thought and action in Lewiston of 
French-Canadian nativity is Louis 
Trial, assistant superintendent of 
that city's water works. Mr. Trial was 
born in Arthabaska P. Q., Canada, in 
1866, son of David and Angelina 
(Greenwood) Trial, both of Canada 
and now deceased, and he was one of 
nine children, five now living. 

Mr. Trial came with his parents to 
Lewiston at the age of five years and 
he was educated in the schools of 
that citv. Having been a resident of 
Lewiston for 45 years, Mr. Trial is 
considered one of the few livmig 

pioneer settlers among the Franco-
American people, and he has wit-
m ssed practically all of that great 
and important Hood of the immi-
eration of his race to the State of 
Ma'iie and New England as well as 
Lewiston and seen with much grati­
fication their continual advancement 
and increasing prosperity. 

Mr. Trial 's first employment in 
lewiston was in the Bates Mill where 
he remained two years, but he was 
connected with textile manufacturing 
for eight years For nine years he was 
employed by the Acquaduct Co. of 
Auburn, then by the Lewiston Gas 
Co. for seven years, and then for one 
year was assistant superintendant of 
the Lewiston Street department. 
D"ring the construction of the ex­
tension of the water works from the 
* ndroscoggin river to Lake Auburn, 
Mr Trial occupied the important po­
sition of superintendent, and greatly 
to the satisfaction of all interested. 
r 'o'lowing this for five vears he was 
v ' t h the Booth, Simond & Howard 
Co. of Boston, general contractors, 
and in connection with their work 
'"s? located in all sections of New 
'^nedand at various tinnes, including 
Dextpr. Me., where he installed the 
town's wato r works, a'so at Sebago 
and Stroundwater. Maine. Other local 
ities where Mr. Trial one-rated in-
fi"ded Waterville and China Lake. 
Main°. and Springfield. Mass. For 
the past n ;ne vp>ars Mr. Trial has been 
the efficient assistant superintendent 
of the Lewiston water works, and is 
still so engaged, much to the general 
satisfaction of the citizens. He also 
formelv for one year was a member 
of the Lewiston police force. 

Mr. Trial was married in Lewiston 
in 18S2 to Miss Josephine Lamonta-
gne. and six children have been born 
to them, five bovs and one girl, all 
living. During his long, varied and 
honorable industrial and business 
career In Lewiston, Mr. Trial has al-
-va'-s been held in the highest regard 
lp- his fellow citizens and he is looked 
"nen as one of the most progressive 
of Franco-Americans, a man who has 
accomplished things well worth while 
end as such an inspiration to all 
••oune men of whatever nationalitv. 
Mr. Trial is a member of Union St. 
John Baptiste. and has been for 27 
years. 
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PATRICK F. TREMBLAY 

Among the Franco-American cit­
izens of Maine who have gained 
prominence in the practice of law is 
Patrick Francis Tremblay, Esq., of 
Lewiston. Mr. Tremblay was born in 
Chicoutimi, Saguenay County, P. Q., 
Canada, of which city his father was 
mayor for 16 consecutive years from 
1872 to 1888. Son of Jean O. and 
Arth<§mise (Dumais) Tremblay, and 
he is one of eight children, three 
living. His father was a civil engineer 
for the crown and timber agent for 
the Province of Quebec for 22 years. 
Sisters of Mr. Tremblay are Mrs. N. 

Payette of Montreal and Mrs. J. De-
marais of Amesbury, Mass., the latter 
being first married to Dr. S. Dumont, 
at one time city physician and the 
father of the present city physician 
of Lewiston, L. J. Dumont, and Ro­
land S. Dumont, D. D. S. 

Mr. Tremblay graduated from a 
seminary town and the Lewiston High 
School. His first employment was in 
connection with a life insurance 
agency, continuing four years, and 
then he commenced the study of 
law in the office of Savage & Oaks, 
Auburn. Five years thereafter, or in 
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1S9 8, Mr. Tremblay was admitted to 
the Androscoggin County bar, and he 
commenced active practice the same 
pear. 

In 1903, Mr. Tremblay was mar­
ried in Lewiston to Miss Marie Louise 
Sproul; deceased the same year. 

Mr. Tremblay is regarded as a 
lawyer of marked ability, of great 
vigor and power of conviction. He is 
well known in the State also for his 
political influence among the Franco-
American voters and his public spirit 
in connection with Lewiston's munic­
ipal interests, the lat ter fact having 
gained for him the honorable presi­
dency of the Alliance Civique of that 
city. In 1903-04, Mr. Tremblay was 
a representative to the Maine legis­
lature and served with credit to him 
self and Irs constituency. 

Mr. Tremblay is held in highregard 
by many people of varied nationality, 
personally as well as professionally, 
and he is a member of Inst i tut Jac­
ques Cartier and the Musical and 
Literary Club, president of the latter. 

PHILIAS A. ROY 

PHILIAS A. ROY 

The many friends of Mr. Philias A. 
Roy, the well-known and prosperous 
Lewiston confectioner, consider that 
he is practically a native of the city 
as he came to Maines' great indus­
trial cent ie with his parents at the 
early age of three years. 

Mr. Roy was born in St. George 
de Windsor, P. Q., Canada, son of 
Joseph and Arthemise (Champagne) 
Roy, and he is the seventh child of 
eleven children. He was educated in 
the public and parochial schools of 
Lewiston and graduated from the 
diss . Business College. Mr. Roy's 
first employment was a salesman .n 
the dry goods house of Chabot & Ri­
chard, but after three months he be­
came connected with tine Gaston-
guay Insurance Agency, remaining 
three years. Then for 2% years he 
acted as salesman for the Singer 
Sewing Machine Co., and following 
this was employed for 1% year by 
the Prudent ia l Life Insurance Co. 

In May 1914, Mr. Roy embarked in 
business for himself, opening a finely 
equipped fancy grocery and confec­
tionery store at 219 Blake Street. 

Although, at this writing, but a com­
paratively short time has elapsed 
since his establishment, Mr. Roys' busi 
ness venture has proven very satis­
factory and he has the added grati-
fycation of witnessing its constant 
gain in prestige and popularity. 
These facts decidedly denote the 
young man's mercantile ability which, 
combined with his known business 
integrity and estimable personality, 
strongly indicate a future commer­
cial career of progressive prosperity. 

Mr. Roy was married August 23, 
1915, to Miss Z61ia Robie, and he is a 
member of the Catholic Order of 
Foresters, the Musical and Literary 
Club, Cercle Canadien, A. S. D. and 
an honorary member of the Orphean. 
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A. P. FOURNIER 

The steady and continual advance­
ment of Lewiston as a trading centre 
of great importance, depends largely 
on an enterprising and progressive 
group of young business men. Promi­
nent among them are the Franco-
American merchants who are, for the 
most part, alert and sagacious ex­
ponents of twentieth century me­
thods of merchandising. No abler re­
presentative of this important group 
of tradesmen can be mentioned than 
A. P. Fournier, the widely known 
manager of the Hub Clothing Co. 

Mr. Fournier was born in the Pro­
vince of Quebec, Canada, son of Denis 
and Dorothee Fortin-Fournier, and 
he is one of nine children, all living. 
Coming to Lewiston with his parents 
at an early age, Mr. Fournier was 
educated in the parochial schools, 
and subsequently he learned the 

trade of shoemaker. After three 
years of shoe making, Mr. Fournier, 
in 1905, became a salesman in the 
finely equipped store of the Hub 
Clothing Co. Close attention to the 
details of this business and the rapid 
development of his executive ability, 
gave him a prestige soon recognized 
by the proprietors of the house, so 
that in 1912 he was made manager 
of the business. 

Mr. Fournier was married in 1907 
to Miss Angelina Grandmaison, the 
result of their union being four chil­
dren, three boys and one girl. 

Progressive in methods and through 
ly informed as to his own and com­
petitive lines of trades. Mr. Fournier 
has succeeded in placing the Hull 
Clothing Co., among the foremost 
similar concerns in Lewiston, a fact 
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widely recognized in the clothing 
trade. 

Mr. Fournier ' s achievements in busi­
ness a re no less pronounced than his 
success in gaining a high personal 
standing in the community, and he 
has a. host of friends and patrons 
throughout Lewiston and Auburn 
and all surrounding towns. He is a 
member of the Modern Woodmen of 
\rnerica. the Inst i tut Jacques-Car-
tier, L. O O. I I . , Musical and Liter­
ary Club, "Cercle Canadien and Cercle 
flte-Marie. 

WILLIAM JANELLE 
The subject of this sketch, Mr. 

William Janelle, is a good illustra­
tion of French Canadian thrift, enter­
prise and honesty of purpose. Mr. 
Janelle. who is a well-known wood 
and coke dealer of Lewiston, was 
born in the Province of Quebec, Ca­
nada, in 1869. and was there educat­
ed. He came to Lewiston in May, 
1S76. and he was, therefore, one of 
the pioneer French Canadians of the 
Spindle City. 

In 1904. Mr. Janel le started in the 
wood and coke business, but in a 
very small way. However, by hand­
ling only the best of fuel supplies, 
honest dealing and keeping the prices 
down to the lowest possible figures, 
his business grew steadily to the 
present large volume. Today Mr. 
Janelle owns one of the largest and 
heaviest stocked wood yards in the 
city, on Canal Street and various 
coke buildings. Six men are employed 
on an average and eight in busiest 
seasons, and five horses are required 
in delivery service. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Janelle have 
five children living. These are Ade-
lard, employed by his father, Regi­
nald, a shoe operative, Joseph, „ 
painter, George, in his father 's em­
ploy, and Antoinette, who has just 
completed her school education. 

In achieving pronounced business 
success in Lewiston, Mr. Janelle has 

also gained the esteem of many peo­
ple and a high standing in business 
circles. He is a member of the As­
sociation St. Dominique, and was the 
first president of that fraternity, and 
he is also a member of the Catholic 
Order of Foresters and Union St. 
John Baptiste of America. 

EDMOND J. BOUCHER 
The subject of our present sketch, 

Mr. Edmond J. Boucher, is decidedly 
representative of the young French-
American business men of the State. 
Located in Auburn, and a widely 
known expert taxidermist, he has 
achieved pronounced financial success 
and a high personal standing, so 
much so in fact as to make him a 
marked example of French Canadian 
thrift, energy and enterprise. 

Mr. Boucher was born in St. Ro-
muald, P. Q., Canada; educated in 
French at St-George, P. Q., and in 
English at Greenville Junction, Me. 
He came to the United States 2 5 
years ago, at the early age of six 
years, with his parents, Julien J. and 
Marie (Couture) Boucher, and was 
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one of four children, two boys and 
two girls. All are now living and the 
brother of Edmon'd is a parish priest 
at Ste-Marie D'Ely, P. Q., Canada. 

Edmond was first employed as a 
taxidermist 18 years ago, and he 
went into business for himself in 
Auburn six years ago. Today he 
stands second to none in entire Maine 
for proficiency of service in a busi­
ness sense, and artistic development 
of taxidermy under a scientific mean­
ing. In other words, Mr. Boucher has 
made his calling a profession rather 
than a busines", and in this connec­
tion he has been employed by some of 
the 'argest taxidermists of New 
England. Included among these are 
Mr. Abbott Frazer of Boston, Stilman 
Armstrong of Vanceboro, Me., and 
Nash of Norway, Me. 

Mr. Boucher is quite prominent as 
a tax payer in Auburn, owning the 
building which he occupies, a four 
rtory structure, and a three-story re­
sidence. Progressive and public spirit­
ed, Mr. Boucher also enjoys a high 
personal reputation as well as pro­
fessional, and he is a member of the 
Loyal Order of Moose. 

NAPOLEON PINETTE 
Among the most enterprising and 

prosperous of the young business men 
of Lewiston of French Canadian 
parentage must be included Mr. Na­

poleon Pinette, the efficient under­
taker of the firm of Pinette, Fortin 
'4 Turgeon, Lisbon street. 

Mr. Pinette was born in Walla-
grass, Aroostook County, Maine, and 
there educated in the public schools. 
He was first employed in the lumber 
industry of Northern Maine, for six 
years, and then coming to Lewiston 
became a salesman in a furniture 
store. After one year or in 1912, Mr, 
Pinette embarked in the furniture 
business for himself, and two years 
later, having become an expert, scien­
tific embalmer, engaged also in un­
dertaking and geneTal funeral di­
rection. In this important profession 
Mr. Pinette has been remarkably 
successful, steadily growing in pres­
tige and continually widening hi? 
scope of operations. In addition to 
executing in the most satisfactory 
manner all branches of undertaking, 
the firm of Pinette, Fortin & Tur-
geon owns its own coaches and hearse 
and supplies funeral necessities of 
every description. 

The father of Mr. Pinette, Martial 
Pinette, was a pioneer French Cana­
dian settler in Maine, his advent in 
Aroostook County being 46 years 
ago. He was married 40 years ago and 
the father of eight children, six now 
living and four residing in Lewiston, 
the other two in Aroostook County. 

Napoleon Pinette has the gift of 
delicacy of feeling combined with 
courtesy which enables him to con­
duct funerals in the most acceptable 
manner, and always correctly to the 
minutest detail. He is also a member 
of the well-known furniture house 
of Pinette & Fortin. 

Mr. Pinet te was married in 1911 
to Miss Mary Anne Ouellette. Achiev­
ing business success in a comparative 
ly few years, he has also gained a 
high personal and professional stand­
ing in Lewiston. Mr. Pinette is a 
member of St. Peter 's church. 
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GEDEON VALLEE 
Gedeon Vallee, prominent in the 

business circles of Lewiston and a 
large manufacturer of blueing and 
stove polish, was born in St. Frederic, 
Beauce County, P. Q., Canada, Oct., 
10, 1877. He Is the son of Jean Bap-
tiste and Elise Valine, and the chil­
dren numbered eight, three boys and 
five girls. Of these two sons are now 
living and two sisters. 

Subsequent to a t tending school in 
Canada,Mr. Vallee came to Xew Au­
burn a t the early age of 15, and will 
have been here 2 2 years, Spring of 
1915. His father had died, and in 
coming to Lewiston the young man 
was alone and practically without 
funds. However, his courage was 
bountiful and prospects for the fu­
ture looked bright. Work was soon 
obtained in a cotton mill where he 
remained five years. He then secured 
employment as a br ickmaker and 
continued a t this work for five years. 
Mr. Valldse then sought a more con­
genial employment, and for three 
years was in the insurance business 
and then became connected with La 
Presse, a leading Montreal news­
paper. During his newspaper work 
he obtained over 2,000 subscribers 

for the paper. Five years ago he 
bought out his present bottling busi­
ness, that of manufacturing and 
putting up a superior quality of blue­
ing and stove polish. During this 
time the output of the products has 
steadily and largely increased, reach­
ing a large annual volume and having 
a widespread reputation in the mar­
ket for various points of superiority. 

Mr. Vallee lost his wife in the 
spring of 1914 and he has no children 
One sister came to Lewiston 20 years 
ago and secured work in the mill. 
Later she returned to Canada and be­
came a nun, and for the past 10 years 
she has been a, Sister in hospital 
service. 

Mr. Valine is considered one of the 
ablest and most progressive of 
French-American! business men in 
Maine, and is held in high personal 
esteem. He is a prominent supporter 
of St. Louis church, New Auburn, and 
largely intrumental in its establish 
ment. This new handsome and spa­
cious church was completed in the 
Spring of 1915. Fraternal ly Mr. 
Vallee is a member of St-Jean-Bap-
tiste society and its president for se­
ven years; the Artisans and its se­
cond Vice-President; the Catholic 
Order of Foresters and United Com­
mercial Travelers of America. He 
resides in New Auburn. 

LAURENT LABERGE 
Among the enterprising and pros­

perous French-Canadian early settlers 
of Central Maine, now living, must be 
included Laurent Laberge, a well-
known business man of Auburn. 

Mr. Laberge was born in Chateau-
guay, P. Q., Canada, in 1850, and he 
was there educated. In 1865 he went 
to Biddeford, Maine, and for one year 
was employed in the textile industry 
in the adjoining town of Saco. He 
then went to Woonsocket, R. I., 
where he worked three months in a 
cotton mill, and then, in 18 67 secured 
employment in the Batles mill at 
Lewiston, continuing five mo/nths. 
Following this Mr. Laberge worked 
in the woods in the winter at lumber­
ing and in a saw mill in the summer, 
remaining at the work five years. He 
then served as a grocery store clerk 
for two years, following Which he 
engaged in peddling vegetables and 
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fish for 10 years. His success in this 
occupation and business prompted Mr. 
Laberge to enter the grocery trade, 
whicli he did by opening his present 
store at 20 Mill Street, Auburn. The 
location is in the New Auburn section 
of the city and when Mr. Laberge 
embarked in business there, 2 2 years 
ago, it was sparsely settled but is now 
a populous and growing community. 
Mr. Laberge therefore can be con­
sidered a pioneer business man of 
New Auburn, and he is known also 
for mercantile integrity and good 
citizenship, facts which cause him to 
be held in high commercial and per­
sonal regard. 

Mr. Laberge was married in Lew-
iston in 1S72 to Miss Anne Beaudette 
and they have six children, five boys 
and one girl. During the years 1888 
and 1S89, Mr. Laberge served cridit-
ably as a member of the Common 
Council of Auburn. With Arthur 
Merrow and a party he went, in 1880, 
to the Klondike, Alaska, remaining 
18 months, and then leaving the 
party at Seattle, Wash., went to 
Skaguay, British Columbia, but sub­
sequently returned to Auburn well-
satisfied to make it his future home, 
and where he is universally esteemed. 

LAURENT J. COUILLARD 
Laurent J. Couillard was born in 

St. Damase, P . Q. , Canada and came 
to Biddeford, Me., with his parents 
at the age of six years and was edu­
cated in the public schools of that 
city. He was first employed in the 
office of the Saco Pette Machine Co., 
at Biddeford where he remained five 
years. Eager to better his situation 
in life he secured a position with the 
Curtis Gum Co. , of Portland, Me. , as 
traveling salesman covering the New 

England states and continued in that 
capacity for six years when he was 
transferred to the middle western 
states with offices and headquarters 
in New York City. He was eminently 
successful during his five years stay 
resigning to come back to Biddeford 
at the death of his father, S. J. Couil­
lard. He was not long without em-
ployement however as he shortly se­
cured a position as manager of the 
Mills Tea & But ter Co., in Biddeford 
remaining one year when he caime 
to Lewiston in 1913 and opened a 
first-class billiard hall which he oper­
ated successfully until he bought out 
the cigar, tobacco and confectioney 
business of P. F. Dondero, April 29th 
1915. Lewiston gained Mr. Couillard 
as a citizen early in 1913 and he has 
oeen prominently indentified in busi­
ness circles of the city ever since and 
has made a wide acquaintance with 
the citizens generally with whom lie 
is popular. Mr. Couillard is the son 
of S. J. and Maria Turcotte-Couillard 
and is the third child of a family of 
four boys and one girl. Mr. Couillard 
has a high standing in the commu­
nity as a progressive and energetic 
young business man and his integri­
ty in commercial circles is never 
questioned. Fraternal ly he is a mem­
ber of the Illinois Commercial Trav­
elers Asso. 

PHILIPPE PARENT 
The mercantile interests of Lewis-

ton are continually being augmented 
and advanced by the advent of Fran­
co-Americans in all branches of 
trade; men who, for the most part, 
are not only enterprising and saga­
cious in business but enthusiastic in 
their sentiment and bearing in re­
lation to public spirit and patriotism. 
Among these progressive and most 
recently established business! men, 
coming readily to the mind of the 
writer, is Mr. Philippe Parent, en­
gaged in the grocery trade. 

Mr. Parent was born in Isle Verte, 
P. Q., Canada, and subsequent to 
gaining a public school education he 
attended and graduated from a com­
mercial college at Arthabaskaville, 
Canada. Ambitious to gain advance­
ment, and possessing the varied qual­
ifications that portend for success, 
such as the charactistic thrift, energy 
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and industry of his race, Mr. Parent 
sought the land of golden opportun­
ity, the United States, and the State 
and city that has always given warm 
hearted welcome to the French-
Canadians—Maine, and its great in­
dustrial centre, Lewiston. This was in 
1S90, and Mr. Parent at once secured 
employment as a clerk in the grocery 
store of A. T. Reny. Here he remained 
three years, gaining by close attention 
to his work a thorough knowledge of 
the business. Afterward he was em­
ployed by John Picard & Co., contin­
uing until the firm sold out to D. 
Moussette & Bro. when he entered the 
employ of E. Verville, remaining one 
year. Mr. Parent was then employed 
in the grocery store of O. D. Vermet-
te, finally buying the business, in 
1914, and conducting it as at present 
under the firm name of P. Parent & 
Co. 

Mr. Parent was married in Lewis-
ton, in August, 190S. to Miss Alphon-
sine Grenier. By this union one child 
has been born, a girl. After relating, 
as above, the business achievements 
of Mr. Parent , it seems unnecessary 
to further allude to his mercantile 
acumen and integrity, for without 
these qualifications no man can suc­
ceed in the present day of close com­
petition in trade, especially the gro­
cery t rade. We desire, however, to 
add that while Mr. Parent has gained 
pronounced business success, he has 
secured as well a high personal stand­
ing in the community and which 
means the universal esteem of many 
people. Fratenal ly Mr. Parent is affil­
iated with the L. O. O. M. and St. 
John Baptiste Society of America. 

Dr ARSENE LETOURNEAU, 
Maine's greatest industrial centre, 

as represented by the adjoining cities 
of Lewiston and Auburn, is greatly 
favored by a progressive group of 
Franco-American professional men 
whose standing as a unit is second to 
none of any other ra"e. The medical 
profession is well to the front in this 
regard and among its most prominent 
members is Arsene Letourneau of 
Lew'ston. 

Dr. Leto-irnrau was born in St. 
Sebast 'en. Fihervi ' le, P. Q.. Canada, 
son of Ferdinand and Catherine 
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(Fort in) Letourneau, both of Canada 
and he was one of nine children, four 
living. On his five brothers four were 
physicians and one a priest. Dr. Le­
tourneau was educated in the schools 
of St. Therese, Canada, and Victoria 
College Montreal. He commenced 
the active practice of medecine in 
18S7, in Burlington Vt., remaining 
five years, and then in 1S92 he re­
moved to Auburn, mainting an office 
in Lewiston on Spruce street and later 
on Lisbon street. Since 1S92, Dr. Le­
tourneau has been a member of the 
staff of St. Marie Hospital, Lewiston. 

In October, 1908, Dr. Letourneau 
was married in Lewiston to Miss An­
na Desjardins, and by this marriage 
there are two children, both girls. 
During Dr. Letourneau 's some 33 
years of public service as a physician 
in Lewiston and Auburn, his sucee^: 
in bis chosen field of human endeavor 
has been equally met by a reputation 
gained for his personal good qualities 
and progressive spirit as « citizen. 
Fraternally he is a member of the 
C. O. F. 

JOSEPH PICARD 
Joseph A. Picard, deputy sheriff, 

and one of Androscoggin County's 
special liquor squad, was born in St. 
Pascal, P. Q., Canada, in 1S85 and 
was there educated. He first came to 
the states in 1902 at the age of 17 
years, and located in West Quincy, 
Mass., where he was employed in the 
stone quarries one year; although he 
had a previous experience at hard 
labor as a farm hand on his father's 
farm in Canada. After retiring from 
the quarry business he went to Lew­
iston Me., (where he has since re­
sided) and found employment in the 
cotton mills where he remained four 
years and later was engaged as a 
clerk in the F. X. Marcotte Furni ture 
Store. He remained there one year 
and four months when he was ap­
pointed for a three year term to the 
Lewiston Police Department and was 
known as a capable officer always at­
tending to his duties in a manner 



FRANCO-AMERICANS OF THE STATE OF MAINE 

JOSEPH A. PICARD 

satisfactory to his superiors and the 
tax payers alike. This appointment 
was in 1911 and expired April 1st., 
1914. He was then engaged by the 
Atherton Furni ture Company (one of 
the largest similar concerns in New 
England) remaining there until Dec. 
30th 1914. January 1st 1915 he com­
menced the duties of special liquor 
deputy to which he was appointed by 
Sheriff Lewis E. Davis in Dec. 1914. 
Mr. Picard is not only a capable and 
consciencious officer but one of the 
most popular ever appointed in And­
roscoggin County. Mr. Picard is the 
oldest son of Auguste and Marie 
Louise (Boss6) Picard, who were 
married 31 years and were blessed by 
14 children, 11 of whom are living. 
Mr. Joseph Picard was married in 
1909 to Laura Turcotte and to this 
union three children were born, Viz: 
Laura who was deceased at the age 
of 20 months, Harmand born Sept., 
22nd 1911, Gracian born March 30th 

1913. Mr. Picard is an ardent Demo­
crat al though never taking active 
part in political disputes, he has a 
high standing in the councils of his 
party and is well liked by all factions 
He loves his work and can always be 
found at the post of duty doing it 
well and in the interests of the whole 
people. Socially he is a member ol 
the Modern Woodmen, Owls and L. 
O. O. M. and served two years in 
Co. I. State Militia. 

LOUIS MALO 
Many of the contractors of Maine 

connected with the building trades 
are Franco-Americains, and a rising 
business man among them is Louis 
Malo, the widely and favorably 
known mason contractor of Lewis-
ton. Mr. Malo is a native of St. Da-
mase, P. Q., Canada, and he was born 
in 1872, and was educated in the 
parochial schools of the Spindle 
City, having come to Lewiston with 
his father, Louis Malo, 35 years ago, 
The latter brought with him his wife, 
Mrs. Slyinda Malo and seven children 
In all they were blessed with 13 chil­
dren and 10 of them are now living. 

The younger Louis Malo was first 
employed in the mills, and then, 29 
years ago, learned the trade of car­
penter and tha t of brick and stone 
mason as well. He was employed for 
seven years as foreman for Lemieux 
& Chevalier, and three years ago em­
barked in business for himself. Du­
ring this comparatively short period 
Mr. Malo has built up a successful 
and steadily increasing business and 
gained an important prestige for gen­
eral excellence of service. 

Among the work executed by Mr. 
Malo we call to mind the mason con­
struction of the addition to the Moose 
Home, tha t of the Lithuanian building 
various important building founda­
tions, plastering and stucco work. 
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Also the fact t ha t he had charge of 
the work done on some of the largest 
business buildings, also residences, 
churches and schools erected in Lew-
iston and Auburn, within recent 
years. 

"By their works ye shall know 
them", not only applies to Mr. Malo, 
but he is also known as a business 
man of strict integri ty and upright 
qualities of citizenship, held in gen­
eral esteem. Mr. Malo is a member 
of the L. O. O. M. , C O. F. and 
Artisans, and he resides at 281 Bates 
Street. 

education was obtained in the public 
schools of his native town, graduat­
ing from the High School, class of 
'07, and subsequently from the 
Exeter, X. H., Academy and Univer­
sity of Vermont. Dr. B6rube then 
studied medecine and surgery at the 
University of Maryland, Baltimore, 
Md., the New York State and Frank­
lin Square hospitals, and then for 1 
\« years he practiced in Somersworth 

Dr. Berube commenced the active 
practice of his profession in Augusta 
on April 1, 1914, and northstanding 
the camparatively short time that 
has elapsed he has gained pronounced 
success and a high personal standing 
in the Capital City. He is now serving 
with credit as city physician of Au­
gusta, also as a state physician having 
been appointed by Governor Curtis. 
Dr. Berube is a member of the State 
and County Medical Associations and 
the B. P. O. E., L. O. O. M., C O. F 
Artisans and Union St-Jean-Baptiste. 
Hr is vnmarried and maintains an 
office at 17 2% Water Street, and in 
predicting for him a brillant future 
ve but voice the sentiment of many 
citizens of Augusta. 

DAVID T. BERUBE, M. D, 

In the perusal of this work it will 
be found that many of the most pro­
gressive and succeessful Franco-
American citizens of the State were 
born in Maine or adjoining States. 
In this connection we present David 
T. Berubg, M. D. of Augusta. 

Dr. Berube was born in Somers­
worth, N. H., son of Pierre and Elise 
(Charet te j Berube\ and he is one of 
three children, all living. His early 
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CHARLES P. LEMAIRE 
Holding the important office of 

City Clerk of Lewiston since 1909, 
Charles P Lemaire is regarded 
among the leading and most pro­
gressive citizens of the city of French 
Canadian descent. Mr. Lemaire is a 
native of Lewiston and he was edu­
cated in the public and High Schools, 
subsequently graduating from the 
Bliss Business College. He then 
studied law for three years with 
Henri P. Bechard, Esq., following 
which he was employed as assistant 
City Clerk, serving in 190S and 1909, 
In 1910 Mr. Lemaire was elected city 
clerk, and has been re-elected every 
year since, regardless of party or 
party factions, a fact which not only 
testifies to his ability and efficiency, 
but widespread popularity among the 
citizens of all parties. 

In the 1913 June, primaries, Mr. 

Lemaire was a candidate for Clerk of 
Courts of Androscoggin County, car­
rying five of Lewiston's seven wards, 
beaten in Auburn by only a few votes 
and in the entire county by only 
about 100 votes. His defeat was 
owing chiefly to the fact that his 
duties as city clerk prevented him 
from actively engaging in a prelim­
inary canvas for the office, for one of 
Mr. Lemaire's pronounced principles 
has always been duty first and above 
self-interests. 

Throughout the five years' service 
as city clerk of Lewiston, Mr. Lemai­
re has gained a high personal stand­
ing in the city, and his terms of office 
have all been marked by careful at­
tention to details, impartiality and a 
through understanding of all require­
ments and obligations. 

Politically, Mr. Lemaire is aftill-
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ted with the Democratic party, yet 
as shown a non partizan spirit as 
ell as public spirit, when, in his 
iew, the occasion seemed to demand 
;. This, to the writer, gives strong 
idication, together with Mr. Lemai-
e's other good qualities, that his 
olitical career is yet before him, 
nd that the public will hear from the 
oung man in far more important 
ositions in years to come. 

Mr. Lemaire is greatly interested 
i all tha t pertains to music and liter 
ture , and well-versed in these great 
r ts , and he is a member of the Mu-
ical-Literary Club. He is also a mem-
er of the L. O. O. M . and A. S. D. 
lociety. 

William Lemaire, father of Charles 
'. Lemaire, is a native of the Pro-
ince of Quebec. Canada, and came to 
,ewiston 3S years ago. For 3 6 years 
ie has been superintendent of the 
arr iage building depar tment of M. 
. Googin Co., denoting by this long 
erm of service, s turdy characteris­
e s , and which have shown them-
elves inherent in his son Charles. 

William Lemaire was married in 
'anada, 54 years ago, and his wife 
la th i lda lived happily with him until 
ier decease January 20, 1912. Twelve 
hildren blessed their union, four of 
rhom are still living. These are 
"harles, Ernest ine, teacher at St-
Jary 's parochial school, Marie-Louise 
he house keeper and Florence, a pu-
iil in the public schools. 

rOSEPH E. K. LAFLAMME 
Lewiston's well and favorably 

:nown art is t photographer, Mr. Jo-
eph E. K. Laflamme, was born in St. 
Marguerite, Dorchester County, P. Q., 
Canada and he was educated in the 
larochial schools of Lewiston, Maine, 
,nd Sacred Hear t College, Arthabas-
;aville, Canada. He is the son of J. 
..eon K. and Melanie (Audet) La-
lamme, both of Canada, and one of 
even children, four boys and three 
;irls all living. 

Mr. Laflamme's advent in Lewiston 
vas with his parents , at the age of 
.even, and they had come to Maine's 
;reatest industrial city seeking occu-
lation and » permanent home, 
following his school days, and desir-
IUS of advancement through the 
:hannels of business, the young man 

JOSEPH E. K. LAFLAMME 

became a salesman in the dry goods 
house of A. W. Fowles. Here he re­
mained two years, then entered the 
employ of Lemelin & Roux, photo­
graphers, in a similar capacity, con­
tinuing four years. Following this 
Mr. Laflamme was attracted to the 
photographer 's art, and gaining profi­
ciency and developing a natural art­
istic talent in that direction, he subse­
quently engaged in the work in 
Woonsocket, R. I., Providence, R. I., 
Lowell. Mass. and in New York City 
for eight years. 

Returning to Lewiston, Mr. La­
flamme entered Bassetts ' photo­
graphic studio and two years later 
bought out the business. This was 
four years ago or in 1911, and by 
materially improving the service Mr. 
Laflamme has placed the stud'O 
among the foremost in the state, 
gaming as well a widely recognized 
reputation for his artistic and un­
rivalled portrai ture. 

Mr. Laflamme was married in 
Lewiston, in 1912, to Miss Rosa Mar-
tel. and one child was born to thpm 
who died in infancv. Highly regardful 
for his ability as an artist, and con­
sidered the foremost Franco-American 
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photographer of Central Maine, Mr. 
Laflamme is also held in high esteem 
for his estimable personal qualities 
and patriotic citizenship. He is a 
member of the Artisans and A. S. D. 

CHARLES MORNEAU, Jr. 

Among the most enterprising and 
popular business men of Lewiston of 
French-Canadian extraction, is Char­
les Morneau, Jr., confectioner and 
caterer, located at 260 Lisbon Street. 
Mr. Morneau was born in Lewiston, 
son of Charles and Emilie (Martel) 
Morneau, July 30, 1874. He is a grad­
uate of the parochial school in Do­
minican Block, where he studied in 
both English and French. The pres­
ent Sister Superior of the Healy Asy­
lum was one of his teachers. 

Mr. Morneau was obliged to leave 
school at the early age of 15, as 
being the oldest of the children his 
aid was required in the maintenance 
of the family. Ultimately this proved 
of benefit to the young man, for it 

gave him at that impressable age the 
habit of thrift and an earnest en­
deavor to succeed in the world. After 
working in the mill for over two 
years, Mr. Morneau gave up a $9 per 
week job for one of $4. But he gained 
thereby a through knowledge of can­
dy making and the confectionery 
trade, having entered the employ of 
J. B. Harlow, a veteran in the busi­
ness. After two years Mr. Morneau, 
with his father, succeeded to the 
business. This was 20 years ago last 
December, 1914, and for the past 10 
years the business has been con­
ducted solely by the subject of our 
sketch. 

Mr. Morneau has been a widower 
for six years and he now lives with 
his sister, Mrs. Ouellette. Greatly in­
terested in civic affairs, and keeping 
fully informed as to all questions of 
the day, Mr. Morneau naturally is 
inclined towards politics, and last 
year he was a candidate for County 
Treasurer. In future years his friends 
confidently expect that he will re­
appear in the political arena and with 
successful results. Certain it is that 
he is qualified for most any office iu 
the County wherein a business man of 
integrity is desirable. Mr. Morneau 
enjoys the esteem and highest re­
gard of many people and he is a mem­
ber of St. Peter 's church and the Mu­
sical and Literary Club, Cercle Cana­
dian, A. S. D., C. 0. F., St. Jean-Bap-
tiste d'Amerique, Artisans, Institut 
Jacques-Cartier, Modern Woodmen of 
America and also Orpheon Franco-
American. 
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CHAS. G. RANCOURT, M. D. 

Wherever the French Canadian 
people are numeral ly in much evi­
dence in our State, it is found that 
their able representatives in the 
professions and various lines of busi­
ness are also prominent and second 
to no other race in thought and ac­
tion. Among those we have in mind 
in this regard is Charles Gedeon 
Rancourt, a physician of high stand­
ing in Waterville. Dr. Rancourt was 
born in St. George, Beauce County, 
P. Q., Canada, son of Jerome and 
Ludevine (Roy) Rancourt , both na­
tives of Canada, and he is one of nine 
children, eight now living. His father 
died in February, 1914, at the age of 
79 years, and his mother in 1895. 

Dr. Rancourt gained his early edu­
cation in his home town and Pointe 
Levis College, and tha t in relation to 
medicine and surgery at the cele­
brated Laval University at Quebec, 
receving the degree of M D. He com­
menced active practice in Waterville 
in May, 1893. Dr. Rancourt was mar­
ried at CraineIs land,Canada, in 1894, 
to Miss Georgiana Vezina, and one 

child was born to them, still living. 
He was again married in Trois-Rivie-
res, Canada, in 1897, to Miss Fabi-
ola Bellefeuille, and by this 'union 
eight children have been born, six of 
whom are living. 

Dr. Rancourt has not only achieved 
pronounced professional success in 
Waterville, but he is widely regarded 
as one of the ablest and most pro­
gressive Franco-Americans of Maine, 
deeply sympathetic with all that 
makes for advancement of humanity 
and an influential exponent in be­
half of the future progress and pros­
perity of his adopted city. He is the 
largest individual tax payer among 
the Franco-Americans of the State, 
paying last year a tax of $1,700. Dr. 
Rancourt is a member of Union St. 
Jean-Baptiste, Artisans, C. O. F., 
K. of C , Royal Arcanum, Modern 
Woodmen, Union Lafayette and the 
Waterville Clinical Society. He also 
has the degree of A. B. and is heavily 
insured in the different fraternities as 
well as in many of the old line insur­
ance companies, 
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JOSEPH CAOUETTE 
Mr. Joseph Caouette, prominent 

among the leading and most pro­
gressive Franco-American business 
men of Lewiston, was born in Cap 
St. Ignace, Montmagny County, P. Q., 
Canada, son of De'isire and Emma 
(Guimond) Caouette, and he was one 
of five children, four boys and one 
girl, two living. 

Mr. Caouette was educated in the 
schools of his native town and college 
at L'Islet, Canada, and he came to 
Maine at the age of 16, in 1889, lo­
cating in Westbrook. After being em­
ployed there in a cotton mill for 
three years, Mr. Caouette came to 
Lewiston, in 1802, and obtained work 
as a grocery clerk with A. T. Reny. 
Here lie continued for three years, 
then for 12 years was with E. Ja-
nel'e & Co., grocers, following which 
i ' returned to Canada and worked 
n the lumber business for Pierce 

Bros. After two years Mr. Caouette 
returned to Lewiston determined 
upon entering business for himself, 
with the result that, in 1900, the firm 
of Dulac & Caouette was founded. 
This firm is now one of the most 
important and largest operating in 
the city in connection with plumbing 

and heating and also deals extensive­
ly in plumbers ' supplies and hard­
ware. The firm's show rooms on lower 
Lisbon street are among the best 
equipped in the State, decidedly the 
finest in Lewiston. 

Mr. Caouette was married in West-
brook, in 1894, to Miss Elmirei Gui­
mond, and they are without children. 

In politics Mr. Caouette is a staucb 
Democrat, and one who is always 
welcomed to the inner councils of 
his party and widely recognized for 
his influence among the Franco-
American citizens of Lewiston, and 
the adjoining city of Auburn. In the 
former city he represented Ward 5, 
in 1902, in the Common Council, and 
in the latter, Ward 5, in 1914, as 
alderman. 

Throughout the years of Mr. Ca-
ouette's activity in business, as well 
as in politics or as a citizen, he has 
always maintained a reputation won 
early in life, tha t of sterling integrity 
and public spirit, so that his success 
has not only been well deserved hut 
met with commensurate reward by 
the esteem in which he is held. Mr. 
Caouette is a member of Institut 
Jacques-Cartier, C. O. F., Cercle Lau-
rier and Franco American Orpheon. 

OVIDE CHEVALIER 
Mr. Ovide Chevalier for 19 years 

one of Lewiston's prominent contrac­
tors and builders came to Lewiston in 
18S4, some 31 years ago. He was born 
in St-Anne de Beaupne and was there 
educated. Coming to Lewiston at an 
early age he was first employed in the 
cotton mills one year afterward learn­
ing the trade of mason and entered 
into business as a contractor and 
builder in 1896, and has since built 
many of Lewiston's largest buildings 
as well as many throughout northern 
New England a few of which may be 
mentioned: a large theatre building 
in New Hamipshire, St-Andrew's Ca­
tholic Church at Biddeford, Me., the 
handsome Simard brick building on 
Lisbon Street ; Martin Bergin bricli 
block; the German Club House; S'.-
Peter's Church; St.-Mary's Church, 
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in Lewiston. Shapiro block and 
ny building in New Auburn and is 
w building the St.-Louis Church, 
the la t ter city. The number of 

ge tenement blocks built in Lewis-
1 and Auburn by Mr. Chevalier in 
e past 19 years are too numerous 
mention. It will readily be seen Mr. 
ievaliers' part in the up building of 
iny sections of Maine and New 
impshire in substantial and large 
ildings. Mr. Chevalier was married 
18S6 to Exilia Dueharme and six 

ildren blessed this union of whom 
o boys are now living, Fred a ma­
il, and Henry a shoemaker. Mr. Che-
lier is known as a contractor and 
Lilder of reliability and integrity 
ghly esteemed in all circles and is 
cidely a self made man, after many 
ars of hard pluging he has become 
e of the most successful and pros-
rous business men and is greatly 
terested in the welfare and pro-
ess of the people of his nationalty 

well as that of the city and state 
•aternally he is a member of the 

John Baptiste and C. O. P. 

OCTAVE J. PELLETIER 

In addition to being a pioneer 
ench-Canadian settler of Maine, 
:tave J. Pelletier, a well-known 
isiness man of Waterville, is the 
ies t established grocer of that city, 
gardless of Nationality. His busi-
ss career dates back 37 years, and 
is only justice to say that his many 
ars of commercial success are fully 
ualled by the reputation he has 
ined for integrity and good citizen-
ip. Mr. Pelletier was born in St. 
ischal, Kamouraska County, P. Q., 

1848, son of Pierre and Marie 
Sard) Pelletier, both native of 
mada. His father died 36 years ago 
St-Paschal and his mother 30 years 

:o in St. Paschal. There were 15 
ildren in the family, seven of whom 
e living. After a t tending school in 
s home town and College at Kings-
n, Canada, Mr. Pelletier came to 
>wiston in 1871, and there he was 

OCTAVE J. PELLETIER 

employed for seven years by A. J. 
Auger, grocer. Following this Mr. 
Pelletier, in 187S, came to Waterville 
and established his present grocery 
store, long considered one of the 
most reliable in the city. 

From 1S82 to 1900, he was in the 
dry goods and department store busi­
ness. 

Mr. Pelletier was married in Lew­
iston in 1872, to Miss Marie O. Auger, 
and seven children have been born to 
them, four now living. During his 
long, active and honorable mercan­
tile career in Waterville Mr. Pelletier 
has enjoyed the respect of the people 
in general, and this esteem has been 
accorded him for his proven worth to 
the community, both as a business 
man of principle and citizen of estim­
able personal qualities. Some 12 or 
more years ago Mr. Pelletier served 
two terms as a member of the Water­
ville Common Council, and he has 
also served four times as a traverse 
juryman. 
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JOSEPH L. GAGNON, M. D. 

Rumford, one of Maine's most 
enterprising industrial centres, is not 
only largely represented in its shops 
and mills by French-Canadians and 
their decendants, but ably as well by 
as progressive a group of professional 
and business men as can be found in 
the State. This fact calls to mind the 
subject of our present sketch, Joseph 
Leon Gagnon, M. D. 

Dr. Gagnon was born in Sher-
brooke, P. Q., Canada, in 1879, son 
of Maxime and Heloise (Vaillan-
court) Gagnon, and he was one of 13 
children, four boys and three girls 
now living. Dr. Gagnon's father and 
mother were born in Canada, the 
former deceased in July, 1898, and 
the later in March, 1911. 

Dr. Gagnon came to Lewiston with 
his parents 34 years ago, subsequent­
ly attending the parochial schools 

there and then St. Charles Boromee 
College and finally the Laval Univer­
sity of Montreal, graduating in 1902. 
He commenced active practice the 
same year in Lewiston and continued 
three years, during which time he 
was city physician for two years un­
der mayor Skelton. 

In 1905, Dr. Gagnon removed to 
Rumford and in this growing town 
quickly built up a large practice, 
achieving not only pronounced suc­
cess professionally but gaining also 
a high standing in the community. 

Dr. Gagnon was married in Lewis-
ton, in October, 1903, to Miss Marie 
Clara Fournier, and two children 
have been born to them. Fraternally 
Dr. Gagnon is affiliated with Institut 
Jasques-Cartier and A. S. D. of Lew­
iston, L. O. O. M. of Rumford and 
Artisans of Montreal. 
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JOSEPHAT MORIN 

While many of French-Canadian 
th or parentage have achieved de­
ed success in our State along lines 
business and the bet ter known 

ifessions, as noted in this volume, 
ise who have devoted their lives to 
sic have also, in numerous ins-
ces, gained a high standing and 
ch prominence. Included among 
m is Mr. Josephat Morin, teacher 
the violin, with studio on Lisbon 

street in the city of Lewiston. 
Mr. Morin was born in St. Vital 

Lampton, P. Q. son of George and 
Sophranie (Vermette) Morin, and he 
is one of 15 children, 13 of whom 
are living. 

Coming to Lewiston with his par­
ents at the age of seven, Mr. Morin 
received his early education in the 
parochial schools of that city and the 
Bliss Business College. Gifted by a 
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natural talent tor music, the young 
man was ambitious to gain success in 
this vocation and followed his de­
termination by studying with such 
proficient teachers as Arthur Bru-
nelle of Lewiston, Fred A. Given of 
Portland and the late Franklin 
Holding when located in Boston, and 
finally with Ovide Musin of New York 
City. The results as his many friends 
and the general public well knows, 
placed Mr. Morin well to the front as 
a violinist, and today he stands un­
rivalled in the state for profic'ency as 
a teacher of the violin. His reputation 
extends also, for efficiency, as a solo­
ist and orchestral director, with 
services in the frequent demand. 

Mr. Morin's success has been very 
gratifying to all interested, and was 
predicted by many when, as a bov he 
played the tuber and slide trombone, 
and was a member of the Dom in ;can 
Boys' Band, and later of the Domini­
can Band. In addition to the instru­
ments mentioned. Mr. Morin is also 
a gifted pianist and conductor, but 
he specializes in violin teaching and 
solo work. 

.Mr. Morin enjoys the esteem of 
many for his personal good qualities 
apart from those musical, and he is 
a member of the Musical and Literary 
Club. 

H. TREMBLAY 

Lewiston's well-known and rapidly 
rising contract builder, H. Tremblay, 
was born in Dorchester, Quebec, in 
July, 1875, son of Frank and Philo-
mene Tremblay. He attended school 
in a Quebec village and came to Lew­
iston 2 6 years ago. 

Mr. Tremblay's first employment in 
the Spindle City was in the wash 
room of the Lewiston Bleachery, and 
at that time there were only three 
French Canadianis employed there, 
while now there are many. After 
working in the bleachery for five 
years, the young man determined to 
learn „ trade, believing that by so 
doing his advancement in the world 
was more certain. He chose that of 
carpenter, and learned it throughly, 

and continued to work thereat until 
he embarked in business for himself, 
live years ago, as a general contrac­
tor. 

Probably no builder in Lewiston, 
during a similar pe-riod of establish­
ment, has made such a rapid business 
advancement as Mr. Tremblay, for 
he has not only built up a successful 
and continually increasing patronage, 
but gained a prestige also that many 
an old established contractor might 
be proud of. He has erected various 
residences, the attractive Woolworth 
Store building, the handsome Bergiu 
and Murphy Houses and the new 
Crowell three apartment house, one 
of the most modern in Lewiston. In 
the year 1913, Mr. Tremblay erected 
a three-apartment house of his own, 
at Ash and Howard Streets, in which 
he resides, and which is called the 
finest residence in that section of 
the city. Mr. Tremblay employs from 
25 to 30 skilled workmien. 

In 1900, Mr. Tremblay married 
Miss Delvina Fournier of Lewiston, 
and they have three children. These 
are Antoinette, age 13, attending 
convent school in Waterville; Rosa-
rio, age 9. Irma deceaded in 1904 at 
age of 11 months. 

Mr. Tremblay has often been urged 
to enter politics, but while he takes 
a deep interest in the welfare and 
prosperity of his adopted city, he by 
no means seeks an office therein. 
Both personally and commercially, 
Mr. Tremblay is held in the highest 
regard, and fraternally he is affi­
liated with the Artisans Canadians, 
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Dr EUGENE H. LANGELIER 

Within recent years the profes­
sions, as represented in the State of 
Maine, have been greatly augmented 
by many rising young men of French-
Canadian birth or parentage. This is 
true in part icular of the medical pro­
fession, and in this connection WP 
herewith present an able representa­
t ive—Eugene Henri Langelier of 
Lewiston. 

Dr. Langelier was born in Montreal 
Canada, son of Magloire M. and Phi-
lomene (Gendron) Langelier, and he 
is one of six children, four boys and 
one girl. His father was born in St. 
Rosalie, P. Q., Canada, and his 
mother was also a native of that 
country. One brother is the private 
secretary of Bishop Bernard of St. 
Hyaeinthe, Canada. 

Dr. Langelier was educated in the 
schools of Montreal, including St. 
Marie's College, and subsequently 
studied medicine at t he famous Uni­
versity of Laval graduat ing in the 

class of '08. He then enterered the St-
Marie Hospital, Lewiston, as intern, 
remaining one year and in 1909 com­
menced active practice in that city. 

Dr. Langelier was married in 1911, 
at Abenakis Spring, Canada, to Miss 
Stella Demarais and by this union 
one child has been born, a boy. Dr. 
Langelier is a nephew of the late 
Francois Langelier, governor of the 
Province of Quebec who died in the 
early part of 1915. 

Since locating in Lewiston, Dr. 
Langelier has not only gained a suc­
cessful practice but a high personal 
standing in the community, and his 
position in professional, business and 
social circles is fully as secure as his 
excellent reputation as a surgeon and 
physician. Dr. Langelier is a member 
of the C. O. F., Androscoggin and 
Maine Medical Associations, and at 
the publication of this book he is a 
member of the St. Marie Hospital 
staff, acting as assistant surgeon. 
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OVILLE J. GAGNE 

Prominent among the Franco-
American citizens of Maine who have 
become successful in lines of trade is 
Oville J. Gagne, a leading merchant 
of the enterprising town of Rumford. 

Mr. Gagne was born in Brighton, 
Vt., in 1869, son of Absolon and So­
phie (Marois) Gagne, both natives of 
the Province of Quebec, Canada, and 
he is one of seven children, six of 
whom are living. 

Mr. Gagne was educated in the 
schools of his home town and Water-
bury, Vt., and at the age of 14, during 

his spare hours from school, was em­
ployed in a general store. He con­
tinued at this work for six years, 
thus laying a good foundation at an 
early age for his subsequent business 
success. Following this, Mr. Gagne' 
was occupied in store and office work 
in Berlin, N. H., and October, 27, 
189 5, he came to Rumford and estab­
lished hlmiself in the shoe and cloth­
ing business, and in the same store be 
now occupies. Mr. Gagne was one of 
the pioneer Franco-American mer­
chants of this rapidly growing town, 
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and his store today is decidedly one 
of the finest, best conducted and 
largest patronized in entire Oxford 
County. 

May 11, 1897. Mr. Gagne was mar­
ried in Berlin. X H., to Miss Eugenie 
Landry, and three children have been 
born to them, two of whom are living. 

Mr. Gagne is a Republican in polit­
ical affiliation and he has served with 
gieat credit as a town official, two 
yeais on the board of Selectmen and 
assessors in town and village corpo­
ration and as a member of the school 
board for six years. Progressive and 
sagacious in all mat ters pertaining to 
the advancement of Rumford. as well 
as in his personal business, Mr. Ga-
cne commands the highest regards 
of his fellow citizens. He is a member 
of Union St. Jean-Baptiste. 

lie (Huppe) C6t£, and he is one of 14 
children, five now living. His father 
and mother were both natives of Ca­
nada, the former deceased in 1S63 
and the lat ter in 190 5. 

Mr. Cote came to Biddeford in 
1S62 with his parents and he was 
there educated in the public schools. 
He was first employed as a loom fixer 
in the York mill, continuing in the 
textile industry for six years. Follow­
ing this, or in 1885, Mr. Cot* estab­
lished his present furniture business 
at U S Main Street and in 1901 moved 
to the finely stocked store located 
opposite the post-office on Washing­
ton Street, now being widely regarded 
as one of the most reliable in this 
section of the State. The change in 
location was on account of fire, caus­
ing a loss of over $S,000. Mr. Cote" 
started anew with practically nothing 
and in 1902 bought the lot and re­
modeled the building which has five 
floors, 27x95 feet. In 1910 he bought 
the building adjoining and lot, 63x 
100 feet. 

Mr. Cote was married in Biddeford 
in 1SS2, to Miss Mary O'Rouke, and 
hve children have been born to them, 
three of whom are living. 

Mr. Cote's business integrity is no 
less known and appreciated than his 
mercantile acumen, and in statin'; 
that he is considered to be one of the 
most influencial citizens of his race in 
Biddeford. held in high regard 
throughout the community, we but 
echo the opinions of those best qual­
ified to judge. Mr. Cflte has been 
treasurer of the Inst i tut Society for 
15 years and he is also member of the 
local Union St-Jean-Baptiste. 

FRANCOIS XAVIER COTE 
Among the prominent Franco-

American business men of Biddeford, 
none s tands forth more progressive 
or sagacious in methods of merchan­
dising than Mr. Frangois Xavier C6t<§, 
a prosperous furni ture dealer. Mr. 
C6t<§ was born in Weedon, Wolfe, P. 
Q. Canada, son of Isidore and Rosa-
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JEAN B. MARCOTTE, M. D. 

Dr. Jean B. Marcotte, prominent 
among the physicians of Lewiston and 
a well-known specialist in deseases of 
the eye, nose and throat, is a native 
of Windsor, Canada, son of Azarie 
and Elmire (Janellei Marcotte. The 
former was born in Deschambault 
and the latter in Drummondville, Ca­
nada, and Dr. Marcotte is one of 11 
children, nine living. 

Dr. Marcotte gained his early edu­
cation in the schools of his native 
town and Sherbrooke College, and 
that relating to medicine in Laval 
University, Quebec, supplemented by 
a special post graduate course in 
New York city. He commenced active 

practice in Lewiston in 1899, quickly 
winning recognition for the value of 
his services as a physician and a high 
personal standing as well. At this 
writing, Dr. Marcotte is attached to 
the staff of Ste-Marie's Hospital, Lew­
iston, for medical and clinic service 
in diseases of the eye, nose and 
throat. 

In 1897, at New York City, Dr. 
Marcotte was married to Miss Helen 
Weippert, and they have had born 
to them 10 children, eight of whom 
are living. 

The personnel of Dr. Marcotte is 
such that he takes a deep interest in 
the affairs of his fellow men when it 
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means for their uplift or advance­
ment, and he is held in great esteem 
in all circles, business, professional 
or social. Fra terna l ly he is a mem­
ber of Inst i tut Jacques-Cartier, Union 
St-Jean Baptiste, Artisans, Modern 
Woodmen, Macabees and he is medi­
cal examiner in these orders, also for 
the Metropolitan and Hanover Life 
Insurance Companies and the Con­
necticut General Insurance Co. He is 
also a member of the French Andros­
coggin Medical Association, and of 
the State board of Examiners in 
Optometry. 

Pointe-du-Lac and then to Trois-Ri-
vieres, Canada. After four years, or 
June 1, 1892, the family removed to 
Augusta, Maine, and then to Bruns­
wick in Noveifflber, 1893. 

Mr. Helie was first employed at 
farming and then, at the age of 19, 
he commenced to learn the trade of 
baker. He continued in this employ­
ment for Saint Maria for 20 months, 
and then on April 1, 1897, established 
his present prosperous baking busi­
ness. Four skilled assistants are em­
ployed on average, and the products 
stand unsurpassed in high-grade ex­
cellence with the demand steadily in­
creasing. Mr. Helie has also been pro­
minent in athletics, and at Trois-Ri-
vieres, Canada, he won a prize for 
throwing weights. 

Mr. Helie was married in Augusta, 
October 16, 1892, to Miss Marie Le­
page, and 12 children have been born 
to them, three of whom are living. 

Mr. Helie has not only met with 
financial success, paying as he does 
about $100 in real estate taxes and 
doing a large annual volume of busi­
ness, but he is esteemed universally 
in Brunswick for his commercial in­
tegrity and good qualities of citizen­
ship. He is a member of Union St. 
Jean Baptiste, C. O. F., and Artisans, 

JOSEPH HELIE 
Among the most successful and 

prosperous Franco-American business 
men of Cumberland County, Maine 
must be included Joseph Helie, the 
well known baker of Brunswick. 
Moreover, he is one of the most re­
presentative of his race considered 
from an industr ial standpoint, a-
chieving pronounced success by his 
own exertions, enterprise and pro­
gressive methods. 

Mr. H£He was born in St. Acan. P. 
0. . Canada, in April 1870, and a t the 
age of six he went with his parents to 
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L. RAOUL LAPOND, D. D. S. 
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L. RAOUL LAFOND, D. D. S. 
Prominent among the Franco-

American professional men of our 
State, and one who has achieved suc­
cess at a comparatively early age, is 
Dr. L. Raoul Lafond, surgeon dentist, 
located in Lewiston. 

Dr. Lafond was born in Henryville, 
P. Q., Canada, July 2S. 1876, son of 
Francois and Edece (Darche) Lafond, 
and he is the youngest of 13 children. 

Following his early school days 
Dr. Lafond graduated from Iberville 
College, P. Q., and then studied En­
glish at the St. Albans, V t , High 
School. 

Pursuing the study of dentistry he 
graduated from the famous Balti­
more College of Dental Surgery, class 
of '99. 

Locating in Lewiston in 1899, at 
the age of 22, Dr. Lafond commenced 
active practice by opening an office 
at Chestnut and Lisbon Streets, con­
tinuing 10 years, then removing to 
more advantageous quar ters in Pils-
bury Block, Pine and Lisbon Streets, 
as at present. Here he has the largest 
dental office in the city and one of 
the finest and most modernly equip­
ped in entire Maine. In this connec­
tion it is interest ing to note that Dr. 
Lafond is the first Franco-American 
college graduate dentist to become 
established in the State, and it may 
be added tha t none of whatever 
nationality has a higher standing in 
the city of his adoption. 

Dr. Lafond was married in St-Jean, 
P. Q., Canada, in 1903, to Miss Alice 
Charland, daughter of the late Judge 
Charland of the Supreme Court of 
Quebec. By this union two children 
have been born, a boy and a girl. 

Since becoming a citizen of Lewis-
ton, Dr. Lafond has taken a deep in­
terest in civic affairs and he has been 
active in the furtherance of all meas­
ures meant for the continued and 
future progress and prosperity of the 
people. At the t ime of his joining 
the Chamber of Commerce, the mem­
bership included only eight or ten 
Franco-Americans, but through his 
activity and tha t of a few in pro­
moting patr iot ism and civic pride 
the number was increased to 75 or 
more. 

Dr. Lafond has also taken great in­
terest in an uplift movement that 
makea for a better understanding of 
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music and its greater enjoyment 
among the masses. He has been and 
now is, seeking to bring together the 
English speaking people of all races 
to participate in the hearing and 
cultivation of high class music 
through the medium of concerts giv­
en by the leading musical artists of 
the largest cities and of world-wide 
fame. Dr. Lafond has undertaken, in 
this most desirable movement, work 
that must overcome much difficulty, 
but as president since its founding of 
the Orpheon Singing Society, and 
through his high social standing, no 
one can reasonably doubt his ulti­
mate success. Dr. Lafond has also 
been president of the Musical and 
Literary Club, and other organiza­
tions of which he is a member include 
the Franco-American Foresters, B. 
P. O. E., and Calumet Club, and he 
is a member of the board of trustees 
of the Public Library, vice president 
of the Lewiston and Auburn Horticul­
tural Society and vice president of the 
Androscoggin Dental Society. 

MICHEL THIBODEAU 
Augusta 's well known and prosper­

ous contract painter, Mr. Michel Thi-
bodeau, was born in Van Buren, Me., 
and there educated. He is the son of 
Alexandre and Just ine (Roy) Thibo-
deau, both natives of Canada, and 
still living, and he is one of nine chil­
dren, eight of whom are living. Mr. 
Thibodeau entrance in Augusta was 
in 1885, where he became employed 
by the Edwards Mfg., Co. He contin­
ued here for 21 years and then fol­
lowed the textile industry further for 
six years with the Lockwood Compa­
ny at Waterville, Me. Mr. Thibodeau 
then learned the trade of painter, 
in it for nine years, when in 1911 he 
embarked in the contract painting 
business as at present. Paints, oils 
and wall coverings are also largely 
dealt in, and Mr. Thibodeau's business 
in its several branches has steadily 
gained in plrestige an<* patronage, 
while his reputation for reliability 
and general excellence of rervice is 
second to none in the entire Kennebec 
valley. 

Mr. Thibodeau was married in Au­
gusta in 1896, to Miss Marie Louise 
Carrier, deceased in June, 1915, and 
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nine children were born to them 
seven of whom are living. Enter­
prising, public spirited and always in 
sympathy with every movement for 
the advancement of the city and its 
people, Mr. Thibodeau is held in high 
regard as a citizen of Augusta, and 
no less for his business integrity and 
estimable personality. He is a mem­
ber of Union St. John Baptiste and 
Artisans Canadiens. 

AUGUSTUS PARENT 
The subject of our present sketch, 

Mr. Augustus Parent, a widely and 
favorably known carriage builder of 
Brunswick, is both a pioneer French-
Canadian settler in the town and one 
of the first established of his race in 
business. 

Mr. Parent was born in Arnouski, 
P. Q., Canada, Sept., 19, 1853, son of 
John and Anne (Tremblay) Parent, 
both of Canada and deceased. 

Mr. Parent may be considered a 
self-made man, in that never having 
gone to school he has gained success 
in business, and a personal high 
standing, through various predomi­
nating characteristics of the French-
Canadians when best expressed, no­
tably those of thrift, ceaseless endeav­

or and principles of business in-
tegrity. Subsequent to being employed 
at farming, Mr. Parent, 46 years ago 
came to Brunswick and learned the 
trade of blacksmith. For several 
years he was engaged at his trade 
and 28 years ago founded his present 
business. 

Mr. Parent is an expect builder of 
wagons and carriages of every des­
cription, conversant with all that per­
tains to their iron and wood work, 
and his productions stand unrivalled 
for beauty of construction and qua­
lities of service. 

Mr. Parent was married in Bruns­
wick, in 188 2, to Miss Louise Bou­
chard. During h's many years ol 
citizenship and business in Bruns­
wick, Mr. Parent has enjoyed the 
esteem of the community, personally 
as well as in a mercantile sense, and 
he is a member of Union St. Jean 
Baptiste and St. Jean Society. 

LANIO J. BERUBE 

Men of good judment agree that 
the future growth and prosperity of 
the town of Lisbon lies largely in the 
hands of Franco-American business 
men who are native to the soil, or in 
other words native born, although of 
French-Canadian parentage. Promi­
nent to our mind in this connection is 
Mr. Lanio J. Berube, a rising young 
merchant, only recently established. 

Mr. Belrube' was born in Lisbon, 
Sept. 24, 189 5, son of Louis C. and 
Odelie (Simard) Berube, and he is 
one of 10 children, all living but one, 

Following his schools days in Lis­
bon, Mr. Berube attended the Bliss 
Business College, Lewiston, and then 
he entered the Lisbon post office as 
clerk, continuing two years, and for 
four months acting as post master. 
He then became a clerk in the gro­
cery store of F. E. Jordan, but after 
one month came to the conclusion 
that he possessed the necessary abil­
ity to succeed in business for him­
self. Therefore on May 1, 1915, Mr, 
B6rub6 bought his present modern 
and carefully conducted store whicn 
is devoted largely to high-grade con­
fectionery, ice cream, current period­
i c a l and newspapers At the pnbl1-
ration of this book only a few months 
have elapsed, but the time has been 
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sufficient to demonst ra te not only 
Mr. Berube's business sagacity, but 
his populari ty, for the store is con­
tinually gaining in prestige and pat­
ronage. 

Possessing the various t ra i ts of 
his race that have gained so much for 
it in the State of Maine, and an ad­
mirable personality, Mr. Berube's 
future advancement and prosperity 
seem maters of assurance, no less 
gratifying to himself than his many 
friends. He is unmarr ied and a mem­
ber of Union St-Jean-Baptiste. 

Dr. GEORGE A. RIVARD 

Within recent years a vastly im­
portant and widespread movement 
has been made toward the conserva­
tion of na tura l resources, as given by 
nature , and those of the human body. 
Of the later, its most active, enthus­
iastic and efficient exponents are to 
be found amoung the younger profes­
sional men, for the most part doctors 
and dentists. This brings us to the 
fact tha t the dentists of Lewiston, or 
at least the younger practi t ioners are 
thoroughly alert to the importance 
of the conservation of the teeth of 
children and that among them there 
is no abler or more enthusiastic sup­
porter of this timely movement than 
Dr. George A. Rivard . 

Dr. Rivard was born in Lewiston, 
son of Thomas E. and Annie (Wise­
man) Rivard, the fifth child of eight 
children, five boys and three girls, six 
of whom are living. He was educated 
in the schools of Lewiston and at the 
North Western University. Ch ;cago, 
class of '13. Thereafter Dr. Rivard 
commenced active practice and in 
July, 1914, he opened his modern 
and finely equipped dental office at 
240 Lisbon street, Lewiston. 

Being largely a self-educated and. 
so to speak, a self-made man, Dr. Ri­
vard na tura l ly is in deep sympathy 
with humani ty , giving much time and 
thought to t he banishment of the ills 
v Inch re tard mankind in its develop­
ment or evolution, toward better 
health and improved being. Among 
these ills, or productive of various 
ills, none is more serious than defec­
tive teeth, and so it is that Dr. Rivard 
is an earnest believer in the compul­
sory examination of the t&eth of 

Dr. GEORGE A. RIVARD 

school children. Moreover, he is an 
active worker toward that very 
desirable measure. 

Dr. Rivard is a bachelor, and it is 
rather a curious fact that lie is the 
only dentist by that name in the 
United States or Canada. As to his 
personality, it is only necessary to 
say here that he is as highly regarded 
personally as he i)s professionally, 
enjoying universal esteem in business 
and social circles. Dr. Rivard is a 
member of the Alumni of the North 
Western University, the Maine Dental 
Society and the Androscoggin Valley 
Dental Club, and of the later he is 
a member of the Oral-Hygiene Com­
mittee and the Orpheon. 
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A. T. GASTONGUAY 

The future progress and prosperity 
of Lewiston as an industrial and 
mercantile centre depends largely on 
the enterprise and sagacity of the 
younger element among its business 
men of today. This younger element 
is composed largely of business men 
of French-Canadian birth or lineage. 
No abler representative among them 
can be mentioned than the subject of 
this sketch, Mr. A. T. Gastonguay, 
prominent in various lines of insur­
ance and real estate, and located in 
McGillicuddy block, Lewiston. 

Mr. Gastonguay was born in the 
city of Quebec, November 1874, and 
he is the son of Theodore and Albina 
Gastonguay. He was educated in pri­
vate schools and Ste. Marie's College, 
Quebec, and came to Lewiston 17 
years ago. He was first employed as a 
book-keeper in the insurance busi­
ness, remaining for five years when, 
12 years ago, he purchased the 
agency where he was employed. At 
this time five companies only were 

represented while today no less than 
34 companies are underwritten for by 
the agency, a fact that places it a-
mong the foremost similar agencies in 
the State and somewhat indicates its 
large annual volume of transactions. 
Fire and accident companies are 
largely represented and the list in­
cludes many of the oldest, soundest 
and largest capitalized companies in 
the world. Six competent solicitors 
are employed in the insurance and 
real estate branches of the business. 

In June, 18 99, Mr. Gastonguay 
married a young Quebec lady and 
they are the parents of two children 
now living and attending school, a 
boy and a girl. 

Mr. Gastonguay has always, since 
a citizen of Lewis)on, taken a deep 
interest in municipal affairs and the 
future growth and increased prosper-
ty of the city. And not, may it be un­
derstood, in the sense of personal 
gain or agrandizemrnt , as is evi­
denced by the fact that he has often 
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been urged to enter politics and ac­
cept a nomination for membership to 
the Common Council. However, not 
accepting and being greatly interested 
in l i tera ture and its promotion among 
the common people, he has served 
some three years as a t rustee of the 
public library. 

Achieving commercial success in a 
comparatively short time, Mr. Gas-
tonguay has also gained a high per­
sonal standing in the community and 
particularly in business and social 
circles. He is the owner of four mod­
ern residences and lives in one of 
them located on Sabattus Street. Mr. 
Gastonguay is a member of the Lew-
iston Chamber of Commerce, C. O F. 
and Treasurer for 17 years of St. 
Peter 's Court and vice-chief ranger of 
Maine State Court and he has served 
12 years as a Justice of Peace, For­
merly for eight and six years respect­
ively. Mr. Gastonguay was a teacher 
in a college and commercial college of 
professional ethics. 

Prominent among the ablest and 
most enterprising Franco-American 
business men of our State is Mr. Aimc 
Casavant, regarded widely as a pro 
gressive merchant , antd located ir 
Augusta. Mr. Casavant was born in 
St. Hyacinthe, P. Q., Canada, son of 
Vagloire and Celina (Malo) Casavant 
and he is one of 14 children, seven 
living. He is a direct decendant, the 
sixth generation, of the only Casa­
vant that came from France and set 
tied in Canada. His grandfather, An 
toine Casavant, was the son of Louis, 
the fourth, he the sou of Louis th° 
third, he the son of Jean the second, 
all horn in Canada and the latter s-ir 
of Jean, the first who came to Cana­
da from St. Pierre, Diocese d'Auch. 
Prance and who was married April 
27, 1C81. 

/ i r c e Casavant came to Brunswick, 
Ma'ne. with his parents at the age of 
Pve vtar«. remaining IS months, 
*T-hen the family removed to Lewiston, 
which was 45 years ago. and number­
ing them among the early French-
Canadian sett lers of tha t city. Mr. 
Casavant was first employed in Lew-
'•s*0" on a farm with his father, thus 
continuing until he was 23 years of 

age, when he came to Augusta. Here 
he secured a grocery clerkship, re­
maining six months, then became a 
salesman in a clothing store, conti­
nuing in this capacity for five years. 
In 189 2 Mr. Casavant formed a part­
nership with George A. Cloutier and 
the present prosperous and largely 
patronized grocery firm of Casavant 
& Cloutier was established. Today the 
firm's modern store stands unrivalled 
in the city for reliability and general 
excellence of service and competent 
assistants to the number of six are 
necessary to transact the large vol­
ume of business. 

Mr. Casavant was married in Au­
gusta, October, 1890, to Miss Sarah 
Caron, and five children have been 
born to them, four now living. Saga­
cious and influential in municipal 
affairs as in business, Mr. Casavant 
now represents Ward 4 in the Alder-
manic chamber and he has served 
three years as assessor. He is also a 
director of the Augusta Loan and 
Building Association and a member 
of Union St. John Baptiste, C. 0. F. 
and Artisans 

AIME CASAVANT AIME CASAVANT 
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JOSEPH E. POULIN 
In common with other cities of 

prominence, Lewiston has met with 
radical business changes within re­
cent years Here the change has 
brought into prominence quite a 
number of alert and enterprising 
young business men of French Cana­
dian nativity or extraction, and it is 
largely through the exertions of these 
young men tha t Lewiston is steadily 
gaining in prestige and popularity as 
a mercantile centre. Prominent 
among the class we have thus called 
attention to, is Mr. Joseph E. Poulin, 
decorator and manufacturer of awn­
ings, located at the store of White & 
Westall, 2 9 Lisbon street. 

Mr. Poulin was born in Sherbrooke, 
P Q. , Canada, in 1881, and coming 
to Lewiston with his parents at the 
early age of one r r a r he was educated 
in the parochial schools of that city. 
He was first emp'oyed in Douglass & 
Cook's bookstore, then the leading 
store of its kind in the city, remaining 
five years, then at the opening of the 
White & Westall stoi-e t-ni-ame there 
employed. This was in 1904, and Mr. 
Poulin had charge of the awning and 
decorative branches of the business 
and in 1915 he bought out these lines 
making material improvements. Mr. 
Poulin is rapidly gaining in output 

and transactions. His business extends 
throughout the state, not only in the 
supplying of awnings, etc. of the most 
modern manufacture, but he is in 
constant demand as a decorator of 
halls and buildings and for grange 
and other assemblies, social functions 
and conventions. In this work Mr. 
Mr. Poulin has had nine years active 
experience. He is now making a spe­
cialty of awning and decorative work 
and as a business exclusively. 

Mr. Poulin for several years has 
been teacher in a night school, and 
being much interested in his adopted 
city he has, in this connection, sought 
to impress upon his pupils civic pride 
and public spirit, ft is by such teach­
ers as Mr. Poulin that Lewiston is 
able to assimulate its constantly in­
creasing foreign population. Mr. Pou­
lin has also been prominent politically 
and he was a member of the Common 
Council in 1907, from Ward 7, and 
Alderman from Ward 5 in 1913-14. 
He served faithfully on the committee 
of the poor department, that of public 
buildings and that on accounts, all 
of much importance to the welfare of 
the municipality. 

Mr. Poulin in January 1906, mar­
ried Miss Delia Huard of Westbrook, 
deceased in 1910, and three children 
result from their union. These are 
two promising boys and one girl, all 
school a t tendants . 

Possessed of estimable personal 
qualities as well as of high business 
principles, Mr. Poulin naturally is 
held in the highest regard in both 
commercial and social circles. He is 
a member of the Franco Foresters of 
America, St. Dominique Association, 
Musical and Literary club, Thome's 
Corner Grange and the Lewiston 
Chamber of Commerce. 

F. X. MARCOTTE 
Prominent as many Franco-Ameri­

cans are in Maine in business and the 
professions, no citizen probably is a 
better representative of the race in 
sterling characteristics and achieve­
ments than the subject of th ;s sketch 
—Mr. F. X. Marcotte, a widely known 
merchant of Lewiston. 

Mr. Marcotte was born in Wottor 
P. Q., Canada, son of Hubert and 
Leocadie (Touyin) Marcotte. both 
natives of Deschambault, Canada, and 
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he was the only child. Subsequent to 
his school days in his home town. Mr. 
Marcotte, in May, 1878, came to Lew­
iston and obtained employment in 
the weave room of the Androscoggin 
mill, continuing six years, and then 
lie engaged in similar work in the 
Bates mill. Following this he return­
ed to Canada and for four years con­
ducted a general store in St. George 
of W-ndsor, then, in 1888, he return­
ed to Lewiston and bought out the 
furnHure business of Henri P. Be-
chard, the firm name becoming Mar­
cotte & Landry. After four years Mr. 
Marcotte purchased Mr. Landry's in­
terest and continued the business 
under his own name until 1904, when 
his half-brother, G. Marcotte was ad­
mitted to partnership and the firm 
name was changed to F. X. Marcotte 
& Bro. In 1912, F. G. Gosselin was 
admitted to nar tership and the name 
of the firm became F. X. Marcotte, 
Bro. & Co. 

Previous to the later date, or in 
190S, Mr. Marcotte gained added 
business connections by buving out 
the grocery store of Provost * Blouin 
at 197 Lincoln Street and taking as 
a par tner F. G. Gosselin, the firm 
name becoming Marcotte, Gosselin •& 
Co. In 1912, Mr Gosselin disposed of 
his interest in this bus ;ness and be­
came connected with tha t of furni­
ture as above noted. Mr. Marcotte 
continued in the grocery t rade under 
the firm name of Marcotte. Cote & 
Co.. as at present. 

Mr. Marcotte was married in Ste-
Sophie. Canada, in 1S81, to Miss Ma­
rie S. Gosselin. 

The modern and spacious brick 
b'ock at the corner of Lincoln and 
Chestnut Streets, wherein is located 
the furniture business of F. X. Mar­
cotte, Bro. & Co.. was erected by Mr. 
Marcotte in 1904. and he has built 
various other buildings of importance 
in the citv, so that today he is one of 
Lewiston's largest individual tax 
payer. 

Mr. Marcotte has often refused to 
become a candidate for public office, 
although repeatedly urged, but being 
deeply interested in the welfare of 
the city he consented to serve a six 
year term on the board of water 
commissioners. He is now serving his 
fo"r th year of this term, a more than 
sufficient time to show that he con-
sideres the interests of the citizens 
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far above party affiliations and that 
economy and sound business prin­
ciples are paramount rather than 
politics. 

During his long and honorable bus­
iness career in Lewiston Mr. Marcotte 
has been held in high personal as 
well as commercial esteem, and he is 
one of the directors of the Manufac­
turers National Bank and a niembei 
of the C. O. F. of Chicago, Union St-
Jean-Baptiste d'Amelrique of Woon-
socket. R. I., the Lewiston Chamber 
of Commerce and an honorary mem­
ber of the Orpheon. 

J. WALTER BLANCHET 

The textile industry has been the 
magnet that has drawn many French-
Canadian people to the prosperous 
town of Lisbon,and from this industry 
have arisen not a few successful busi­
ness men. Among the most prominent 
of these we call to mind Mr. J. Walter 
Blanchet, a widely and favorably 
known grocery merchant. 

Mr. Blanchet was born in Roxton 
Falls, P. Q., Canada, in 1869, son of 
Antoine and Dometile (Cadieu) 
Blanchet, and he is one of four child­
ren, three now living. Both of his 
parents were natives of Canada, his 
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father of St. Hyaeinthe and his 
mother of Riviere Brochet. 

Following his school days in Uox-
ton Falls, Mr. Blanchet, in 1SSL!, came 
to Lisbon and secured employment in 
the textile industry. After continuing 
in this work for 10 years he became 
a clerk in the grocery store of Alex 
Rochette, remaining 16 years. This 
extended period gave Mr. Blanchet a 
thorough knowledge of the grocery 
trade, and likewise made him familiar 
with the demands and requirements 
of the community. Upon smarting in 
business for himself, therefore he was 
well qualified to make his venture 
successful. It was August 15, 1911, 
that Mr. Blanchet bought out the 
business in the store where he was 
so long engaged, and by subsequently 
improving the service he gained 
materially in patronage. Todav Mr. 
Blanchet's grocery and provision 
store is one of the best conducted in 
this section of Androscoggin Countv 
and three assistants are required to 
handle the large volume of business. 

Mr. Blanchet was married in Lewis-
ton at St. Peter 's church, in 1894. to 
Miss Marie Chahot. and they are the 
parents of one child, a daugther, Miss 
Julia Blanchet a music teacher of 
much talent and local prominence 

Mr. Blanchet is a stanch republican 
and widely recognized as one of the 
most influential Franco-American 
members of the party in Lisbon, and 
he has been a member of the town 
Republican committee for six years. 
Mr. Blanchet pays a real estate and 
store tax of $73. and in gaining pros­
perity and a high business standing 
he enio'-s as well the universal esteem 
of IT'S fellow townsmen. He is a mem­
ber of the L. O. O. M. of Lewiston 
and Union St John Baptiste of Lis­
bon. 

G. A. CLOUTIEE, D. D. S. 

A remarkable showing has been 
made among the Franco-American 
professional men of our State, not a 
few of them gaining success and pro­
minence in their chosen fields of en­
deavor. This is particularly true of 
the medical and dental professions, a 
fact that leads us to present herewith 
Dr. Georgp A. Cloutier, an able sur­
geon-dentist located in Augusta. Dr. 
Cloutier was born in Augusta and' 
here obtained his early education, 
afterward attending the Sherbrooke 
Canada, High School, St. Charles 
Seminary and University St. Louis, 
Montreal. His professional education 
was secured in the famous Baltimore 
College of Dental Surgery, graduat­
ing May 19, 1914. 

Dr. Cloutier commenced active 
practice in Augusta July 2, 1914, and 
although at the publication of this 
book but a short interval, compara­
tively, has elapsed, he has succeeded 
in building up „ large and steadily 
growing patronage and among an 
apprecative class of people. Moreover, 
what is of more importance to a 
young professional man, he has 
gained a high personal standing in 
his home city, an achievement not 
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always to be secured easily by even 
the most worthy. 

Dr. Cloutier is a son of George A. 
and Clara (Bisson) Cloutier and he 
is one of nine children, eight of whom 
are living. In predicting Dr. Clou-
t ier 's a t ta inments in the future as full 
of prornice. we but repeat the opinion 
of many Augusta people who have 
known him since childhood and who 
hold him in the greatest esteem. Dr. 
Cloutier is a member of the college 
fraternities, P Zi P Si Phi, the L. O. 
0. M., C O. F . , Union St. John 
Baptiste and Harr is and Hayden 
Odontological society and the Nation­
alization social club. He maintains a 
modern and finely equipped office at 
L'69ii Water street. 

GEORGE H. SIMPSON 

If we were to choose a represen­
tative Franco-American business man 
of the State, in that he had achieved 
mercantile success through a humble 
beginning, and r ismg to prosperity 
by characteristic t rai ts of perseve-
rence, enterprise and concentration 
of mind upon results to be obtained, 
we should have no hesitency in point­
ing to George H. Simpson, a widely 
known merchant of Waterville. Mr. 
Simpson was born in Riverside. Maine 
Sept. 15, 1S70, son of George E. and 
Marie (Lachus) Simpson. His father 
was a native of Canada, deceased in 
1906, and his mother, born in St. 
Francois. P. Q., Canada, is now living 
in Waterville at the age of 73 years. 
Coming to Watervil le at an early age 
with his parents . Mr. Simpson was 
educated in the s c h o o l of that city, 
b'it when only 11 years old he was 
obliged to seek emplovment. This he 
did by entering the famous Lockwood 
Cotton Mill, and where he remained 
for three years. Mr. S'mp«on's ambi­
tions were beyond the textile industry 
however, and he changed his occupa­
tion to that of a clerk in a clothing 
store, with L. B. Hanson ten years 
and for eleven years with Clukey & 
Libby in all giving him an experience 
of 21 years in salesmanship and 
proving a valued stepping stone to 
future mercanti le success. This was 
brought about by his entering into 
proprietorship with Joseph E. La-
chance, firm of Simpson & Lachance. 
in 1913, the firm's store now standing 
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foremost in the Kennebec valley in 
the handling of men's clothing, fur­
nishings and footwear. 

Mr. Simpson was married in Wash­
ington, D. C , in 1899, to Miss Annie 
Gagnon, and they are the parents of 
one child. Mr .Simpson is not only 
regarded as one of the ablest Franco-
American business men of Waterville, 
but also considered one of the most 
influential of his race in the city, both 
personally and politically. As to the 
later, he is a stanch republican and 
an earnest upholder of the principles 
of that party, and he has represented 
it with credit, and in the best inter­
ests of the people as well, as a coun­
cilman from Ward 4. Mr. Simpson is 
a member of the Modern Woodmen, 
Union St. John Baptiste and K. of C. 
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B. W. COTE 

The enterprise and progressiveness 
shown by many Franco-American 
business men who have risen to pro­
minence and prosperity in Maine, is 
amply illustrated in this sketch of B. 
W. C6te\ an able business man of Au­
gusta who has caused his "Made in 
Ma'ne" Malgic Water a household 
saying. Mr. Cote was born in Beauce 
County, P. Q., Canada, in 1877, son 
of Bellonie and Celina (Morin) Cote, 
and he is one of 10 children, six of 
whom' are living. Subsequent to being 
educated in the schools of Augusta, 
Mr. Cote was employed by the Ed­
wards Mfg. Co., remaining with this 
textile industry 10 years and then 
engaging in the grocery and furniture 
lines of trade. He thus continued for 
15 years and then, 12 years ago, 
started in the manufacture of Cote's 
now celebrated washing compounds. 
Under the name of the Capital Magic 
Water Co. the famous Maine product, 
Cote's Magic Water, is manufactured, 
also Cote's Magic Washing Powder 
and Lafayette Blueing. These un­
rivalled laundry preparations have a 
large and steadily increasing sale and 

Mr. Cote's commercial enterprise is 
shown by his extensive advertising of 
the goods as "Made in Maine". 

Mr. Cote was married in Augusta 
in 190 2, to Miss Marie Nadeau and 
one child was born to them, deceased 
in 1904, aged three months. Mr. Co­
te has also been prominent politically 
and he is considered to be one of the 
most influential Franco-American in 
Kennebec County. He served with 
credit as alderman of Augusta two 
years, a member of the Council four 
years and deputy sheriff two years. 
In the June primaries of 1914 he was 
a candidate for the office of high 
sheriff of Kennebec county and was 
defeated by only 90 votes. His many 
friends predict that Mr. Cote will yet 
wear the badge of this office. He is 
a member of the Artisans, C. O. F., 
K. of C , B. P. O. E . , U. C. T. and 
L. O. O. M. and the N. and S. 
society and an ex-president. In con­
clusion it may be said that he is 
familiarly known as Ben C6t6 and 
that the success of his product, now 
sold all over New England, was owing 
entirely to his own efforts. 
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PAUL N. C. LABERGE 
Westbrook, in company with other 

of Maine's most thriving industrial 
centres, is ably represented in busi­
ness by an alert group of Franco-
American citizens, men who stand 
second to no other nationality in pub­
lic spir.it and patriotic motives. Prom­
inent among them is Paul N. C. La-
berge, a progressive and prosperous 
baker. 

Mr. Laberge was born and educated 
in Westbrook, son of Napoleon and 
Heloise (Prancoeur) Laberge and he 
is one of 12 children, nine of whom 
are living. Mr. Laberges ' parents, still 
enjoying life at a vigorous old age, 
are both natives of Canada. After 
graduating from Grey's Port land Busi 
ness College Mr. Laberge entered the 
employ of his father as a painter 's 
apprentice, and continuing as a jour­
neyman, for six years. He then be­
came a par tner in the contract paint­
ing business, remaining for two years 
when he bought out George Clay, 
wholesale and retail baker of West­
brook. 

This was in 1911, and it was the 
turning point in Mr. Laberge's com­
mercial career, leading to pronounced 
success. Today his bakery is one of 
the best and most moderly equipped 
in Cumberland County, having two 
great ovens with a capacity of 1,500 
loaves, and being perfect as to sani­
tation and cleanliness. A specialty of 
"Paul 's Bread" is made, an unrivaled 
product with a large and constantly 
increasing output. Skilled help to the 
number of eight is employed. 

Mr. Laberge is unmarried, is widely 
regarded as one of the most enterpris­
ing business men in Westbrook and 
held in high regard personally as well 
as commercially throughout the com­
munity. He is a member of Union St-
Jean Baptiste. Franco F. of A., and 
Modern Woodmen. As a citizen alwavs 
deeplv concerned in the welfare of the 
city Mr. Laberge has taken much in­
terest in school affairs, and he served 
on the school board very creditably 
for three years. 
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LOUIS LACHANCE 
The prominence and activity ot 

Franco-Americans in the professional 
and business life of Maine is demon­
strated in this volume beyond the 
peradventure of doubt. In timely con­
nection we present in this sketch one 
whose line of endeavor is out of the 
ordinary, and who has achieved in it 
success far above the usual—Mr. 
Louis Lachance, Lewiston manager 
of the French department of the 
Union Mutual Life Insurance Co., of 
Portland. 

Mr. Lachance was born in St-Jean, 
Island of Orleans, Mont Morency, P. 
Q., Canada, son of Louis and Delina 
(Robertson) Lachance, and he is 
one of two living children out of sev­
en born. Subsequent to obtaining his 
education in his native town, Mr. La­
chance went with his parents to Bid-
deford, Me. This was in 1872, and the 
young man first obtained employment 
there in a cotton mill, continuing 
seven years. In 1879, he came to Lew­
iston and found employment in the 
belt factory of H. H. Dickey & Son, 
remaining two years, afterward en­
tering the service of the Metropolitan 
Life Insurance Co., and so continuing 
from 1881 to 1889. In the later year 
he entered the employ of the New 
York Life Insurance Co., and contin­
ued therewith until 1891, when he 

spir.it
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was made manager of the French de­
partment of the Union Mutual Life 
Insurance Co., of Portland, with of­
fice in Lewiston. This is one of the 
most important positions (of a ve>ry 
important depar tment ) , in a sterling 
Maine insurance corporation, and em­
phatically ind'cates Mr. Lachance's 
high standing in insurance circles as 
\'-ell as pro-e'aming h's general busi­
ness acumen and estimable personal 
character. 

Mr. Lachance was married in Lew­
iston, in 1885, to Miss Mathilda Dion 
and they have had 11 children, eight 
of whom are livine. Mr. Lachance has 
other business connections besides 
that of insurance, being president and 
treasurer of the XXX Pill Company, 
and proprietor of the Lisbon V'lla. 
where he resides, and of the Lisbon 
Villa Spring Water Co., all enterprises 
of importance. 

DAVID LEMIEUX 
Doubtless in all Ma''ne no better 

example of French-Canadian traits 
that induce business success from « 
humble beginning ran be found than 
in David Lemieux. Lewiston's widely 
known and largely operating contract 
buildeir. Thrown upon IT'S own re­
sources when still a bov. Mr. Lemieux 
by applied energy, concentration of 
purpose and principles of integrity, 
rose steadilv to his present important 
position in the building trades. 

Mr. Lemieux was born in La Pointe 
L£vis. P. O.. Canada, son of David 
and Josephine fDemers) Lemieux. 
and he is one of 13 children, four of 
whom are living. 

When Mr. Lemieux's parents moved 
to Lewiston, 44 years ago, there were 
but two or three French-Canadian 
families here, so that he can be con-
pidered ont of the few living n'oneer 
settlers of the mill city. At the age 
of nine, Mr. Lemieux commenced 
life's battle by employment in the 
Continental Mill, continuing until he 
was 13 years of age. Following this 
he changed his occupation to outside 
mason work, gaining a through knowl 
edge of the trade and the general 
construction business as well. In 1897, 
Mr. Lemieux started in the mason 
business on his own account, thus 
continuing for five years and then 
forming a partnership, the firm name 
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being Lemieux & Chevalier. After 
three years, or in 1910, Mr. Lemieux 
bought out the extensive contract 
business of Bearce & Clifford, con­
tinuing and enlarging its scope of 
operations as at present. 

Many important, substantial and 
modern structures have been erected 
under Mr. Lemieux's personal super­
vision and contract obligations. In­
cluded among them are the following, 
being particularly noteworthy: The 
beautiful and modern Morse High 
School at Bath, the stately Ste-Ma-
rie's Hospital, A. S. D., building, Cal­
lahan and McGillicuddy business 
blocks, Xotre-Dame Home, spacious 
Car Barns and the new St. Peter's 
Church, all in Lewiston. Also the 
handsome St. Andre's Church at Bid-
deford, domitory of Gorham Academy, 
Olfen's Block, Auburn, and the 
mason work on Auburn's finest new 
residence, the Foss mansion. 

Mr. Lemieux was married in Lew­
iston, in 18 86, to Miss Marie Turcot-
te, and they a re the parents of four 
children. 

In saying, as we do decidedly, that 
Mr. Lemieux stands as one of the 
most notable Franco-American citi-
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zens of Maine, achieving not only 
business and financial success but a 
high personal standing, we but voice 
the consensus of opinion of those best 
competent to judge. Mr. Lemieux is 
a member of Insti tut Jacques Cartier, 
C. O. P . and the Catholic League. 

was educated in the public schools of 
that city, and subsequently he be­
came a clerk in a shoe store. Mr. La-
chance continued as a shoe salesman 
for 20 years, gaining not only a 
through knowledge of the trade and 
the demands of the purchasing public, 
but developing as well his marked 
ability for business enterprise and 
sagacity, and which culminated in the 
founding of the present largely oper­
ating firm of Simpson & Lachance in 
April 1913. Although, at the publica­
tion of this book, only about 2 % years 
have elapsed since the opening of the 
store, the success met with has not 
only been most gratifying, but the 
store has proven a revelation to the 
public, showing that a metropolitan 
mart of trade can be maintained in a 
city of this size when backed by prin­
ciples of integrity and a spirit of 
proeressiveness. 

Mr. Lachance was married in Wa-
terville in January, 1908, to Miss 
Louise Foss, and they are without 
ch'ldren. We have spoken emphatical-
Iv of Mr. Lachance's business acumen, 
but we are assured by many of his 
fel'ow citizens that his personal good 
qualities are no less pronounced, 
gaining for him the universal esteem 
of the community. Mr. Lachance is a 
member of the B. P. O. B . 

JOSEPH E. LACHANCE 

No city in the State surpasses Wa-
terville in stores of modern equip­
ment and progressive methods of 
merchandising, a fact that brings to 
mind that in regard to metropolitan 
features the spacious and finely 
stocked store of Simpson & Lachance, 
men's outfitters, s tands unrivaled in 
the entire Kennebec Valley. More­
over, it calls at tention to one of Wa-
terville's most enterprising and pros­
perous merchants , Mr. Joseph E. La­
chance. Mr. Lachance was born in 
Austin, Minn., in 1876, son of John 
B. and Angele rGoudbout) Lachance, 
and he is one of seven children, all 
living. His parents , both natives of 
Canada, are also still living and in 
Waterville, his father at the age of 65 
years and his mother 61 years. 

Coming to Waterville witli his par­
ents at an early age, Mr. Lachance 
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EVARISTE JANELLE 

While the Franco-American citizens 
of Maine are ably represented in all 
lines of business and those profes­
sional, it is with them as with other 
peoples, some gaining higher rounds 
than ethers on the ladder of success 
The subject of this sketch is represen­
tative, being regarded as one of the 
most successful merchants pniong 
tin- many Franco-American b u s m e s 
men of Lewiston—Mr. Evariste Ja­
nelle, grocer and provision dealer. 

Mr. Janelle was born in Wotton, 
Canada, in 1863, son of Vich=>l and 
Adelaide (Marcotte) Janelle, and lie 
is one of 14 children, five boys and 
three girls living. He came to Lew­
iston with his parents when 15 years 
of age and received his education in 
his native and adopted towns. Mr. 
Janelle 's first employment was in the 
textile industry, working in the spin­
ning room of the Androscoggin mill 
and continuing one year. Afterward 
he worked in the Bates Mill weave-
room for four years, pursuing the 
occupation of farming in the summer 
season. He then became a olerk in the 
grocery store of Blouin & Lapointe, 

remaining eight months, and then in 
a similar capacity for George Wise­
man. 

October 5, 1895, Mr. Janelle em­
barked in the grocery trade for him­
self at 396 Lisbon Street under the 
firm name of E. Janelle & Co. Five 
years later he erected the handsome 
and modern block in which his store 
is located, also containing one other 
store and 12 tenements, a fact indi­
cating his pronounced business acu­
men and success. Mr. Janelle's gro­
cery is one of the finest equipped in 
entire Main© and decidedly the most 
modern in Lewiston, one feature be­
ing an ice making plant in connection 
with a spacious and perfectly sanitary 
refrigerator. 

Mr. Janelle was married in Lewis-
ton, September 10, 1888, to Miss Ore-
gina Lavigne, and 11 children have 
been born to them, seven of whom are 
living. Achieving commercial success, 
Mr. Janelle has gained as well a high 
personal standing, and enjoys univer­
sal esteem throughout the communi­
ty. He is a member of the C. 0. F. 



FRANCO-AMERICANS OF 

ENGENE Z. RENY 
Included among the most progress­

ive and prosperous Franco-American 
business men of Auburn is Eugene Z. 
Reny, the widely known grocery mer­
chant, located on Broad Street in the 
New Auburn section of the city. Mr. 
Reny is representat ive of the younger 
element of his race, and the native 
born, for he was born in Lewiston, in 
187S, and there received his early 
education in the parochial and public 
schools. Subsequently he graduated 
from the Edward Litt le High School, 
in Auburn, aind Bowdoin College, 
Brunswick, Me. 

After being employed in the gro­
cery store of A. T. Reny for several 
years and gaining a thorough insight 
into the t rade, Mr. Reny entered the 
business world on his own account, 
that of handling high grade groceries 
at retail in Auburn. This was in 1913, 
and previous commercial activity was 
his engaging in the under taking busi­
ness in Auburn continuing four years. 

Mr. Reny is the son of A. T. Reny, 
one of the leading Franco-American 
citizens of Lewiston and one of the 
heaviest tax-payers in that city, and 
the younger man is decidedly on the 
road to equal financial success anu 
has already achieved a high reputa­
tion, being regarded as a business 
man of integrity and a citizen of 
public spirit and estimable person­
ality. 

In 1S87, Mr. Reny was married in 
Auburn to Miss Alma Rousseau, and 
by this mairriage there are seven 
children, five boys and two girls. Mr. 
Renv has also in the past entered the 
political arena and four years ago he 
represented creditably ward 5 Aub­
urn, as a member of the Common 
Council. Fra terna l ly he is affiliated 
with Ins t i tu t Jacques Cartier, C. O. 
F., Union St. John Baptiste, Modern 
Woodmen and Macabees. 

PAUL DENNIS 
Natural ability, developed and stim­

ulated by concentration of thought, 
perseverence and enterprise, has 
brought success and reputation to 
many French-Canadians who have 
made permanent settlement in the 
State of Maine. In this connection we 
present to our readers a prominent 
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example, Mr. Paul Dennis, a widely 
known merchant of Biddeford. Mr. 
Dennis was born in St. Simon, P. Q., 
Canada, in 1862, son of Pierre and 
Mathilda (Sylvestre) Denis, and he 
is one of seven children, four now 
living. His parents were both natives 
of Canada, and his father died in 
1885. After gaining a public school 
education in his home town, Mr. Den­
nis determined to seek advancement 
in a new country and hence his advent 
in the United States was when he was 
15 years of age, locating in Fall River 
Mass. He was first employed as » 
weaver, continuing one year, and then 
he followed the textile industry for 
one year in Blackstone, and for simi­
lar periods in Slatersville and Fisdale, 
Mass., finally going to Southbridge, 
Mass., where he remained from 1871 
to 1903. Here Mr. Dennis was engaged 
in the shoe and grocery business for 
10 years, later going into the insur­
ance business, following which he 
came to Biddeford and bought a half 
interest in the widelyknown furniture 
house of J. O. Sansoucy, (his son in 
l aw) ; in 1913, 

Mr. Dennis was married in South-
bridge in 1883, to Miss Mathilda Lu-
cier and six children were born to 
them, four of whom are living. Mrs. 
Dennis died in 1907 in Southbridge. 
In locating in one of Maine's busiest 
communities, Mr. Dennis has proven a 
valued addition to the business inter­
ests, and his acumen, energy and 
progressiveness extend beyond per­
sonal interests inasmuch as he is 
earnestly favorable to all measure 
and movements that mean a better, 
bigger and busier Biddeford. Person­
ally, as well as commercially, Mr. 
Dennis is held in high regard by peo­
ple of all nationalities. 
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Voyer, and they are the parents of 
two children, a boy and a girl. 

In management and operation of 
the city farm, Mr. Labranche has 
proven exceptionally capable, not only 
being a practical and energetic farm­
er, but an overseer taking a through 
interest in all tha t pertains to the 
welfare of those in his charge and 
the economic expenditure of disburse­
ments. In so saying, be it understood, 
we but voice the consensus of opinion 
of the citizens of Lewiston. 

Mr. Labranche is held in high per­
sonal regard throughout the commu­
nity and he is a member of Institut 
Jacques-Cartier, C. O. F., Grange and 
the Musical and Literary Club. 

CYRILLE LABRANCHE 

Lewiston's efficient superintendent 
of the City farm, Mr. Cyrille Labran­
che, was born in St. Jean, Port Joli, P. 
Q., Canada, in 1865, son of Charles 
and Orliem (Bilodeau) Labranche, 
both natives of Canada and deceased. 

Mr. Labranche's parents came to 
Lewiston when he was seven years of 
age, and here he attended the public 
schools. His first employment was ob­
tained in the Bates Mill where he re­
mained three years, then for 12 years 
was variously employed at farming 
and lumbering. Following this, Mr. 
Labranche established himself in the 
fruit and confectionery business at 
??, 1 Lisbon Street, Lewiston, con­
tinuing successfully for eight years. 
He then engaged in farming and stock 
raising on the College and River 
roads, Lewiston, thus continuing for 
Mx "ears when he was appointed su­
perintendent of the Lewiston City 
farm. T l r s was in 1905 and under 
ma^'or Webster, and Mr. Labranche 
has occupied this important position 
rontini '0"slv since, except for 11 
months during Mayor Wiseman's ad­
ministration. 

Mr. Labranche was married in 
Lewiston, in 1886, to Miss Leonie 

ELIE GAGNON 
W>estbrook's widely known busi­

ness man, Elie Gagnon, may be con­
sidered a pioneer Franco-American 
merchant of that city, his advent 
there being 33 years ago, or at the 
commencement of the flood tide of 
French-Canadian immigration to the 
State of Maine. 

Mr. Gagnon was born in Chicouti-
mi, P. Q., Canada, son of Joseph and 
Marie (Tremblay) Gagnon, both of 
Canada, and he was one of nine chil­
dren, seven still living. Following the 
obtaining of his education in his 
home town, Mr. Gagnon, in 1882, 
came to Westbrook and for 25 years 
followed the occupation of brick ma­
son. In 1908, Mr. Gagnon embarked 
in the grocery business building up a 
large patronage and merited reputa­
tion for reliability of service. This 
prosperous store is now under the 
efficient management of his son, Jo­
seph Gagnon. 

Mr. Gagnon was married in West-
brook, in 1891, to Miss Minnie Roux, 
and eight children have been born to 
them, seven of whom are living. 
Estemed highly for his estimable per­
sonal good' qualities as well as mer­
cantile integrity, Mr. Gagnon has 
enjoyed a long and honorable career 
in Westbrook, and he is a member of 
Union St. Jean Baptiste and the F. of 
A. 

Joseph Gagnon was born and edu­
cated in Westbrook. and he is con­
sidered as one of the ris;n<: vo-,n? 
business men of the city. After an 
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experience of six months in a cotton 
mill he entered his father 's grocery 
store as « clerk and subsequently be­
came manager. Sagacious in business 
and progressive as a citizen, Mr. Ga-
gnon is an able representative of the 
younger Franco-American element 
that strives for the future progress 
and prosperity of the city. He is a 
member of Union St. Jean Baptiste. 

JOSEPH A. GARNEAU 

In the subject of this sketch, Mr. 
Joseph A. Garneau, a progressive ?nd 
prosperous business man of Rumford, 
we have a representative Franco-
American citizen who can be justly 
regarded as self-made, engaging in 
the batt le of life at an early age and 
under humble circumstances and, by 
concentration of mind and applied 
energy, reaching the goal of pro­
nounced success. 

Mr. Garneau was born in St. Apolli-
naire, P. Q., Canada, in 1872, son of 
Michel and Zoe. (Rousseau) Garneau, 
both natives of Canada, and he was 
one of 12 children, th ree boys now 
living. Mr. Garneau's parents died 
v ]>m he was but nine years of age 
and he was forced to earn his own 
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living. This he accomplished by work­
ing in hotels as bell boy and porter, 
and later as a hotel clerk, and thus 
continuing until he was 17 years of 
age. 

Mr. Garneau's advent in the United 
States was in 1892, when he became 
employed as a clerk in a Berlin, N. H., 
grocery store, remaining 10 years. 
Following this, in 1902, Mr. Garneau 
embarked in the grocery business in 
Rumford, firm of Garneau's & Bell, 
successfully continuing until 1905, 
when he sold out his interest and re­
turned to Berlin where, in 1906, he 
engaged in the furniture trade. In 
November, 1907, Mr. Garneau's store 
was burned out in the Albert Theatre 
fire, and he then went to San Fran­
cisco where he remained one year. 

In February, 1909, Mr Garneau 
established his present fine grocery 
and provision store unrivaled in 
Rumford or entire Oxford County, 
perfect as to sanitation and notable 
for its metropolitan features. Promi­
nent among these is the refrigeration 
system, an innovation in Rumford 
and greatly appreciated by the people. 
Eight employes are necessary to 
handle the large volume of business. 

M. Garneau was married in Berlin, 
in 1907, to Miss Beatrice Marcoux. 
He has never aspired to hold public 
office, although often urged, bein? 
looked upon by his fellow townsmen 
as one of Rumford's most sagacious 
and influential citizens. Mr. Garneau 
is a member of the Macabees, B. P. 
O. K., a charter member of Berlin 
lodge, also of Rumford lodge, and 
Un'on St. Jean Baptiste. 
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ERNEST LEBEL 

As the pages of this volume de­
cidedly reveal, the professions and 
business are well and ably repre­
sented, in the various industrial 
centres of Maine by Franco-American 
citizens. The thriving city of West-
brook is no exception, and in eonnec-
ton with the facts noted there comes 
readily to our niind one of West-
brook's most progressive merchants, 
the late Ernest LeBel. 

Mr. LeBel was born in Canada and 
subsenuent to gaining a public school 
education there he graduated from 
the Quebec Normal school. Thirtv-
five years ago, or in 1880. Mr. LeBel 
made his advent in the United States, 
coming to Brunswick, Maine, and 
Pnally settling in Westbrook where 
he resided 25 years up to the time of 
his recent death. 

Mr. LeBel's first business enter­
prise was that of a grocery store, in 
partnership with his brother, Edmond 
E. LeBel, and continuing for a short 
time, when he became sole proprietor. 

Mr. LeBel was married in Canada 
September 5th, 1895, to Miss Anna 
Marie LeBel, and there were born to 

them seven children. The oldest, Phi­
lippe, is the efficient manager of his 
father's business and store, the later, 
it is interesting to note, being re­
garded as one of the most carefully 
conducted in the city, and having a 
widespread reputation for reliability 
and excellence of service. 

Mr. LeBel was a stanch democrat in 
party affiliation, but he always held 
principles and honest men above 
party interests, a fact which gained 
for him the support of members of 
all parties when elected as a repre­
sentative to the Legislature for two 
terms. He served with great credit, 
both to himself and constituents, and 
refused a third Legislative term 
much to the general disappointment. 
Popular with all his fellow citizens, 
irrespective of nationality, Mr. LeBel 
was considered one of the ablest 
and most progressive of his race in 
Cumberland county, meriting and re­
ceiving the esteem of the entire com­
munity. For several years he was an 
agent for the M. C. R. R. and he was 
a member of Union St. John Baptiste, 
G, 0, F, and Artisans. 
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GEORGE A. LANDRY 

An able and pronounced represent­
ative of Franco-American enterprise 
and integrity in business is furnished 
by the subject of this sketch. Mr. 
George A. Landry, prominent in the 
retail grocery t rade in Biddeford. Mr. 
Landry was born in Biddeford in 
1S74, son of Joseph and Melina (Gen-
dronl Landry, and he is one of 14 
children 12 now living. Both parents 
were natives of Canada and they came 
to Biddeford 43 years ago, hence were 
among the earliest French-Canadian 
settlers of the city, now numbered 
by the thousands. Mr. Landry 's father 
and mother are still living, the former 
at the age of 66 years and the later 
62. 

Mr. Landry gained tr's education in 
the public schools of B'ddveford and 
for 10 years was employed as a book­
keeper. Ambitious to advance along 
life's pathway, and possessing the ne­
cessary ability, s tamina and enter­
prise, he chose the medium of busi­
ness, becoming established in the re­
tail grocery t rade on Alfred street 'n 
1897, or 18 years ago. This venture 
proved successful, but Mr. Landry re­
tired from business for Ave vears 
and then, in 1906 he launched his 
present finely stocked and largely 

patronized store, now considered one 
of (ne best conducted groceries in 
Biddeford. 

Hi-. Landry was married in Bidde­
ford in 1S95, to Miss Sophie Landry 
an:i six children have been horn to 
theiu all of whom are living. It may 
be further raid of Mr. Landry that he 
is uji inspiring example of „ growing 
cleiuent ;n the industrial centres of 
our State, that of Franco-American 
citizens who. born of French-Canadi­
an parents, are products of our soil 
an i schools, achieving not only com­
mercial success but a high personal 
standing also. 

U. ADJUTOR COUTURIER, 
M. D. 

ur . Couturier is one of the bes; 
known and most highly regarded 
Franco-American physicians of Cum­
berland County, with office and resi­
dence in the city of Westbrook. He 
was born in Murraybay, P. Q.. Cana­
da, in 1864, son of Cyrille and Eleo-
nore (Harvey) Couturier, and he is 
one of 12 children, six of whom are 
living. 

Dr. Couturier received his early 
education in the schools of his native 
town, subsequently graduating from 
Chicoutimi College and the noted La­
val University, class of '8 7. In the 
same year he commenced active prac­
tice in Les Eboulements, Canada, 
where he remained three years. In 
1890, Dr. Couturier removed to West­
brook, rapidly gaining favorable rec­
ognition and building up a large 
practice. He has served two terms as 
city physician, in 1904-05. 

Dr. Coutur ;er was married in Que­
bec, in July, 1887, to Miss Ade"lina 
Tremblay. and 15 children have been 
born to them, 11 of whom are living. 

In stating that Dr. Coutur 'er is 
highly regarded in Westbrook and 
vicinity, not only for his professional 
ability and acumen but as a citizen, 
and for his estimable personal quali­
ties, we but voice the consenus of 
opinion in that city. Fraternal ly Dr. 
Couturier is a member of the Franco 
F. of A. and Union St. Jean Baptiste 
of Westbrook, Montmorency lodge, 



98 FRANCO-AMERICANS OF THE STATE OF MAINE 

JOSEPH LEBLANC 

Throughout our State, doubtless no 
better example of Franco-American 
business integrity and achievement is 
to be found than in the person of 
Joseph Leblanc, a sterling represen­
tative of the pioneer French-Cana­
dian settlers of Maine. Mr. Leblanc's 
advent in the state was 48 years ago 
and he has been practically an eye 
witness to the great increase and 
importance of his race during this 
time, and yet, at the age of 69 years, 
he is still active and interested in 
business to the extent of being presi­
dent of the Lewiston Steam Dye 
House, incorporated, a largely opera­
ting industry. Mr. Leblanc v-a-, horn 
in Nicolet, P. Q.. Panada, December 
24. 1846, son of Joseph and Adelaide 
(Cloutier) Leblanc, and he is one of 

eight children, five boys and three 

girls, six now living. His father and 
mother were both natives of Canada, 
the former deceased in Nicolet in 
1908 at the age of 89. Mr. Leblanc's 
school days were comparatively few, 
and these were spent in Ste. Monique, 
Canada, hence he may be call a self-
educated as well as self-made man, 
both his learning and ultimate pros­
perity having been gained largely 
through his indominable energy, per­
severance and progressiveness. In 
1867 Mr. Leblanc went to Biddeford 
from Canada, where he remained one 
year, and then came to Lewiston. In 
both cities he was employed in a dy« 
house, in Lewiston that of the late 
Hemry Free with whom he continued 
four years, gaining a thorough knowl­
edge of the industrv. This dve house 
then passed under the proprietorship 
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of Edward Gould and with him Mr. 
Leblanc remained four years. He then 
went to Manchester, N. H., working 
in the dye house of John Anclases for 
two years. Following this Mr. Le­
blanc was employed in the dye house 
of Harrison Gould, at St. Johns, N. B., 
for two years, and subsequently he 
was engaged in the dye works of the 
Lewiston mill for two years and that 
of the Bates mill six months. Subse­
quently Mr. Leblanc established a dye 
house of his own in Lewiston which 
he conducted for three years and then 
bought out the business of William E. 
Smith. This was April 27, 188 5, and 
in 1909 the business was incorporated 
and operated under the name of the 
Lewiston Steam Dye House, as at 
present, Mr. Leblanc being president 
of the corporation. 

Mr. Leblanc was married in Lewis-
ton in 1869, to Miss Clarice Carignan 
and seven children have been born 
to them, six of whom are living. Du­
ring Mr. Leblanc's nearly half centu­
ry of residence and industr ial activity 
in the State of Maine, and his long 
and honorable business career in Lew­
iston, he has always enjoyed the es­
teem of his fellow citizens and not 
only achieved pronounced commercial 
success but gained as well a merited 
high standing in the community. Mr. 
Leblanc is a member of the A. O. U. 
W. 

ARTHUR GAUTHIER 

Prominent as many Franco-Ameri­
cans are in Maine in business and the 
professions no citizen probably is a 
better representative of the race in 
sterling charactarist ics and acheive-
ments than the subject of this sketch 
—Mr. Ar thur Gauthier, a widely 
known merchant of Rumford. 

Mr. Gauthier was born in Chicou-
timi, P. Q., Canada, in 1860 and was 
there educated. He is the son of 
Eugene and Arthemise (Gagnon) 
Gauthier, to whom were born seven 
children, four now living. 

Mr. Gauthier came to the States 
at the age of 17 and was in the lum­
ber business a t which he remained 
eight years. Seeking to better his posi­
tion in life he took the contract for 
unloading coal for the G. T. R. R. 
which he continued for nine years. 
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Following this he came to Rumford 
in Nov. 17th, 1896 and immediately 
embarked in the grocery trade, and 
has by strict principles of integrity 
and progressive methods become one 
of the foremost business men and 
citizens of Oxford County the firm 
name being known as Gagnon & 
Gauthier. Three years later, Mr. Gau­
thier became sole proprietor remain­
ing six years. Then Gauthier Bros., 
nine years, and January 1st 1915, Mr. 
Gauthier bought out his brother 's in­
terest and admitted his son, Emile 
Gauthier, to partnership. Mr. Gau­
thier also carries on a large furniture 
business under the firm name of Gau­
thier & Voter Co., which was founded 
in 1903. Mr. Gauthier was married in 
18S3 at Chicoutimi, P. Q., Canada 
to Miss Louise Tremblay and this 
union was blessed with 14 children 
10 of whom are living. He was select 
man of Rumford five years and is 
serving a second three year term on 
the Water Commission. During his 
long and honorable business career 
in Rumford Mr. Gauthier has been 
held in high personal as well as com­
mercial esteem and he is a member of 
the B. P. 0. E . 

FRANCOIS X. MAILLET 
Many of the most enterprising and 

successful Franco-American business 
and professional men of Maine were 
born in this country, although of 
French-Canadian parentage and the 
larger number of them in Northern 
New England. Prominent among 
such and resident of the great indus­
trial city of Lewiston is Mr. Francois 
X. Maillet, of the prosperous uphols­
tering firm of Diggles & Maillet. 

Mr. Maillet was born in Rock Is­
land, Vermont, in 18 69, son of Fran­
cois X. and Anita (Boucher) Maillet 
both natives of Canada, and he is one 
of eight children all of whom are 
living. 

Mr. Maillet came to Lewiston with 
his parents at the early age of four 
years and he was educated in the 
public and parochial schools. He 
learned the t r ade of upholstering 
with F. X. Marcotte and was em­
ployed by him for 12 years. Following 
this Mr. Maillet was for 15 years in 
the employ of the Jack & Hartley Co.. 
and then in March, 1914, he bought 
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a half interest in the upholstery 
business of Charles E. Higgles, the 
firm becoming Diggles & Maillet, as 
at present. The business is located at 
32 Main Street and has an enviable 
reputation for reliability of service. 
The workshop is the largest and best 
equipped in Central Maine and in ad­
dition to the finest and highest grade 
work in all lines of upholstering, 
window shades are made to measure 
and furniture packed. 

Mr. Maillet was married in Luwis-
ton, in 1894, to Miss Minnie McGrath, 
and three children have been born to 
them, all now living. 

Throughout his many years of 
residence and business connections in 
Lewiston, Mr. Maillet has been re­
garded as a citizen of progressive i-
deas and public spirit and held in high 
personal esteem. He is a member of 
the (' O. F . 

LEONIDAS MERCIER 
Auburn's prominent and progres­

sive Franco-American business man, 
Mr. Leonidas Mercier. was born in 
Quebec city, Canada, in 1875, son of 
ioseph and Malvina (Giguere) Mer­
cier, and he is one of eight children. 
stven of whom are living. 

Mr. Mercier came to Lewiston at 
the age of 17, in 189 2. and having 
previously learned the tailoring trade 
in Quebec, sought employment thereat 
This he secured with H. Christensen 
and continued for five years, then he 
embarked in business for himself in 
Auburn which he maintained for six 
years. Following this he became a 
member of the tailoring house of 
Small & Mercier, then after one year 
entered the employ of Fred White, 
continuing four years. At the comple­
tion of this pi riod Mr. Mercier again 
entered the ranks of business by es­
tablishing his present and most am­
bitious enterprise, that of a high-
class tailoring house devoted to the 
service of ladies exclusively, located 
on Court street, Auburn. Shortly 
afterward the dry cleaning industry 
was added. This was 13 years ago, 
and today Mr. Mercier's establish­
ment stands unrivalled in Central 
Maine for general excellence and 
reliability of service in Us snecial 
lines. Fourteen skilled aes'stpnt« o""1 

required and the business is steadily 
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increasing in volume of transactions. 
Mr. Mercier was married in Lewis-

ton, in 1897, to Miss Mary Asselin, 
deceased in 1900. His second mar­
riage took place in Quebec in 1903, 
to Miss Antoinette Emard. deceased 
in 1912, and bv this marriage there 
were five children born, two of whom 
are living. 

In achieving decided commercial 
success, and the name of being a 
business man of sagacity, enterprise 
and integrity, Mr. Mercier has also 
gained a high standing in the com­
munity for his personal good quali­
ties. He is a member of the C. 0. F., 
Pilgrim Fa thers and Cercle Laurier. 
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GEORGE CHAMBERLAND 

Enterprise , thrif t and na tura l bus­
iness ability has been the combination 
that brought prosperity to many 
French Canadians who have become 
permanent residents of the State of 
Maine. We have a prominent ex­
ample in this sketch, that of George 
Chamberland, a well known business 
man of Biddeford. .Mr. Chamberland 
was born in Quebec, P. Q., Canada 
in 1S50, and there for six years he 
has engaged in the retail grocery 
business. Locating in Woonsocket, 
R. I., in 1S74, Mr. Chamberland be­
came established in the candy making 
industry and he continued therein 
for 18 years. 

In 1S92, Mr. Chamberland came 
to Biddeford and established his pres­
ent largely patronized and well con­
ducted confectionery store. Here a 
specialty is made of fine candies, ior 
cream and temperance beverages, the 
store being of the most popular re­
sorts of its kind in the city. 

Mr. Chamberland was married in 
Quebec in 1S73, to Miss Marie Cou­
ture and 10 children have been born 
to them four of whom are living. 
While in Woonsocket Mr. Chamber-
land bore an enviable reputation for 
business integrity, public spirit and 
good citizenship, and we therefo-e 
are pleased to note that this opinion 
of him is held generally bv th° neonle 
of Biddeford. Fraternal ly Mr. Cham­
berland is affiliated with Union St. 
Jean Baptiste. 

AUGUSTE DEROY 
The efficient assistant paymaster of 

the Edwards Mfg. Co., of Augusta, 
Mr. Auguste Deroy, was horn in L'ls-
let, P. Q., Canada in 1865, and there 
educated, a t tending the L'Islet col­
lege. He is the son of Joseph and Ge­
nevieve (Godreau) Deroy, both na­
tives of Canada, and he is one of sev­
en children, six of whom are living. 
Mr. Deroy's father died in 1895 and 
his mother in 1890. At the age of 20, 
in 1885, Mr. Deroy went to Salem 
Mass., and was there employed for 
one year in the Naumkeag mill. He 
then became a clerk for the Boston 
Clothing Co. of Salem, continuing live 

AUGUSTE DEROY 

years afterwhich he went to Valley 
Falls, R. I. Here Mr. Deroy had 
charge of the yard of the Valley Falls 
Co., remaining 11 years. Following 
this he came to Augusta and finally 
returned to Canada for his health. 
During the past 10 years Mr. Deroy 
has served as assistant paymaster of 
the Edwards Mfg. Co., of Augusta 
prominent in the manufacture of cot­
ton goods. 

Mr. Deroy was married in L'Islet, 
Canada, in 1893, to Miss Louise Eou-
let and five children have been born 
to them, four now living. Since his 
residence in the Capital City of Maine, 
Mr. Deroy has always taken an earn­
est interest in the future progress 
and prosperity of the city and its 
people hence he is regarded as one of 
Augusta's most public spirited and 
patriotic Franco-American citizens, 
and he is held in high regard for his 
personal good qualities. His son, Jo­
seph Deroy, born in 189 3, is employed 
as a mechanic at the Edwards Mfg. 
Co., where he has been for the past 
10 years. He was married in Augusta 
in 1913. to Miss Rosanna Pelletier 
and they are without children. 
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MAXIME BEAULIEU 

Mr. Maxime Beaulieu, widely 
known for his efficiency in police and 
detective work with office at 163 
Lisbon street, Lewiston, was born in 
New Brunswick, Canada, and edu­
cated in the public schools there and 
in Lewiston. He is the son of Simon 
and Plavie (Vagle) Beaulieu, both of 
Canada, and one of 13 children, eight 
living. 

Mr. Beaulieu at the age of 17 went 
to Houlton, Maine_ and was first em­
ployed at farming for his father. 
Following this he engaged extensively 
in lumtrerrinlg, continuing eight 
months in northern Maine, six months 
in Presque Isle and, then, going west, 
continued at the work at Minneapolis, 
Minn., for two years, followed by 
eight months at Chippewa Falls, Wis. 
Mr, Beaulieu then returned to New 

Brunswick remaining four months 
at Madawa'ska, after which he came 
to Lewiston. This was in September, 
1884, and he still continued in the 
lumber industry but finally changed 
to textile work, followed by brick 
making. 

In 1887, Mr. Beaulieu was ap­
pointed a member of the police force 
under Mayor Litt le and served two 
years. Following this he engaged in 
the public carriage business for 1% 
year, and then was reappointed to the 
police force under Mayor Noble, serv­
ing six years. Subsequently Officer 
Beaulieu was made a state detective, 
a position which he filled so success­
fully that he has continued since in 
the important work. Although the 
title has been, changed, to private de­
tective. 
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Mr. Beaulieu's three-year term as 
a member of the Lewiston police force 
appointed under Mayor Noble, con­
tinued three years under Mayor 
Skelton, a republican, and City Mar­
shal Wing, the later keeping him be­
cause he was the best man available. 
In this connection Officer Beaulieu 
made sufficient arrests to yield in 
fines more than his salary came to. 
During his last term of service Mr. 
Beaulieu resigned to accept the office 
of deputy under the enforcement 
commission of the Sturgis law, and 
he continued in this important office 
for six years, or during the entire life 
of this law, and he was the only one 
so doing out of 27 deputies thus ap­
pointed. Following the repeal of the 
Sturgis law Mr. Beaulieu acted as a 
private detective for two years, and 
he was then reappointed as an en­
forcement officer undler Sheriff 
Stevens, serving one year and nine 
months. 

Mr. Beaulieu was married in Lew­
iston, in 1889, to Miss Delvina Gagne, 
deceased in 1S97_ and three children 
were born to them, one now living. 
In 1903, Mr. Beaulieu was married in 
Lewiston to Miss Eva Grenier and 
they are the parents of one child, a 
boy. 

Throughout his long and active 
career in connection with o.fficiaV 
police and detective work, Mr. Beau­
lieu has ably and successfully handled 
many important cases, and probably 
no officer in the State of Maine is 
held in more fear by professional evil 
doers than than is he, for his fame 
as a detective who gets results is wide 
spread. Mr. Beaulieu is a member of 
Institut Jacques Cartier, Alliance 
Hvique and the Grangers. 

FLORIAN OUELLETTE 

Many of those particularly inter­
ested in humanitarian studies, espe­
cially as they relate to the rise and 
ultimate prosperity of the French-
Canadian people in the State of 
Maine, have noted the fact that nu­
merous young men seeking employ­
ment in the industrial centres of 
Maine have gained final business suc­
cess from a very humble beginning. 
This shows, better than by any other 
means, the sterling trai ts of the race 
as applied to enterprise, ambition to 
advance, thrift and earnest endeavor. 
In this connection we present Mr. 
Florian Ouelette of the grocery firm 
of Tanguay & Ouellette, located in 
Lewiston. 

Mr. Ouellette was born in St. Denis, 
P. Q., Canada, son of Israel and Gor-
gian (Sirois) Ouellette, and he is one 
of 14 children, 12 of whom are living. 

After gaining an education in the 
schools of his native town. Mr. Ouel­
lette came in 1891, to Lewiston and 
secured employment in the Bleachery 
and Dye Works, remaining five years. 
Following this he was employed at 
brick making four years, in the An­
droscoggin Mill for two years dnd 
then became a grocery salesman for 
A. Auger, continuing one year. Sub­
sequently, or in 1906, Mr. Ouellette 
decided to embark in business for 
himself and with the result that the 
present prosperous firm of Tanguay 
& Ouellette was formed, now re­
garded as one of the most reliable and 
best patronized grocery and provi­
sion concerns in Lewiston. 

Mr. Ouellette was married in Lew­
iston, in 1900, to Miss Philomene 
Therrien, and three children havp 
been born to them, two of whom are 
living. 

Having been active in politics, and 
wideley known for his public spirit 
and deep interest in the welfare of 
his adopted city, Mr. Ouellette was 
twice elected to represent Ward 6 in 
the Lewiston Common Council, serv­
ing with credit in the years 1912 and 
1913. Esteemed highly as a citizen 
and business man, he is no less re­
garded for his many good personal 
oualities, and he is a member of 
Institut Jacques Cartier, Artisans and 
L. O. O. M. 
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EDDIE J. RODERICK 

The reputation of the town of 
Rumford as being one of Maine's 
most enterprising and prosperous 
communities, is mainta'r.«d in no 
small measure by its Franco-Ameri­
can business and professional men. 
Prominent among these is Mr. Eddie 
J. Roderick, a leading merchant of 
Rumford. 

Mr. Roderick was born in Farming-
ton, Maine. January 19, 187S, son of 
Joseph and Marie A. (Pepin) Rode­
rick, both natives of Canada, and he 
is one of 12 children, 11 of whom are 
living. On his father's side there were 
10 children, five now living, and on 
that of his mother 12 children, si> 
still living. Following his school days 
in Farmington, Mr. Roderick became 
employed in Waterville as a dry goods 
and clothing salesman, remaining one 
year, then as a grocery clerk for 
several years in Farmington, Liver-
more and Boston, including service 
also with the great packing house of 
Swift & Co., for one year. 

In 1901, Mr. Roderick became u 
grocer clerk in Rumford and after 
continuing four years embarked in 
the grocery and provisions trade for 
himself. This was in 1905, and today 

Mr. Roderick's store is considered one 
of the finest stocked, most metropoli­
tan and largest patronized in entire 
Oxford County, and nine alert assis­
tants are necessary to transact the 
large and growing business. 

Mr. Roderick was married in Rum­
ford, in 1907, to Miss Eva Talbot, 
and they are the parents of two chil­
dren. Progressive in business, Mr. 
Roderick is no less astute in all mat­
ters pertaining to the town's welfare 
and he is regarded highly by Rumford 
citizens generally, not only in the 
commercial and public spirited sense, 
but for his estimable personality. Mr. 
Roderick was a member of the school 
board three years, is a director of the 
Mechanic's Insti tute and a member of 
the Rumford Chamber of Commerce, 
Business Men's Club, B. P. O. E. and 
T. O. of F . 

LOUIS NAP. LAJEUNESSE 

At this writing the efficient Deputy 
Marshal of Lewiston, was born in 
Joliette, P. Q., Canada, and educated 
in the public schools and Masson 
College at Fairborne, Canada. His 
advent in the United States was made 
in the West, and he resided in Chi­
cago three years, states of Michigan 
and Wisconsin one year each, and 
then he returned to his native soil, 
locating in Montreal where he re­
mained eight years. 

Mr. Lajeunesse came to Lewiston 
in 1S7 8, and has since resided in 
that city. He was first employed by 
the Grand Trunk and Canadian Pa­
cific Railroads, during a period of 
seven years, and then as an accoun­
tant and book-keeper. In 1870, Mr. 
Lajeunesse was married to Miss Ce-
lina Paincliaud, the result of their 
union being four children, two boys 
and two girls, the former deceased, 
and Mrs. Lajeunesse died in 1875. 

Mr. Lajeunesse in 1884 married 
Miss Catherine St-Pierre of Lewis-
ton, to whom one son was born, Er­
nest Lajeunesse, a theatrical mana­
ger in Berlin, N. H. 
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Becoming prominent in municipal 
affairs Mr. Lajeunesse served as engi-
ueer in the Lewiston fire department 
in 1890, deputy marshal in 1 S 9 L \ city 
clerk in 1907-0S-09, and was made 
acting deputy marshal by mayor Wi­
seman in January 1915 and appoint­
ed by mayor Brann to fill out the 
unexpired term of L. E. Davis. Hi" 
record in these various official posi­
tions is of the best, marked by du-
tious attention and all courtesies in­
volved by the importance of the po­
sitions. 

Mr. Lajeunesse was in the insur­
ance business four years with Henri 
Bechard and also in the grocery 
trade two years with George A. Wi­
seman. As an active and astute mem­
ber of the Democratic party, Mr. La­
jeunesse has always been an at ten­
dant at the councils of the party 
leaders and his influence among the 
Franco American citizens widely re­
cognized. 

However, it is the personal side of 
Mr. Lajeunesse that most appeals 
to the writer, knowing as he does of 
the many humani tar ian acts, and 
real love of his fellow man, that he 
possesses. Generous and kind hearted 
to a fault. Mr. Lajeunesse has smooth 
ed the pathway of many an unfor­
tunate traveler along life's pathway. 

Little wonder therefore that he 
has hosts of friends among people of 
all nationalities, and the well wishes 
of many others who can only lay 
claim to acquaintance. 

Mr. Lajeunesse was one of the 
founders of the Inst i tut Jacques 
Cartier. 

G. JOSEPH ROY, M. D. 

Among the Franco-American citi­
zens of Maine who have gained prom­
inence or met with prosperity, mem­
bers of the medical profess'on stanci 
second to none. Indeed, in many lo­
calities, they are numibered among 
the leaders in thought and action in 
divers good causes, not to mention 
their personal success or high stand­
ing. In this connection we present <* 
well known physician of Brunswick, 
Dr. G. Joseph Roy. 

Dr. Roy was born in St. Jean, Port 
Joli, P. Q., Canada, son of Salluste 
and Sophie (Carrier) Roy, and he was 
one of 17 children, five boys and 
three girls living. Dr. Roy's father 
was also a physician and a native of 
Canada, as was also his mother. He 
received his early education in his 
home town and College of Ste-Anne 
and studied medicine and graduated 
from the famous Laval University. 

Dr Roy commenced active practice 
in Lowell, Mass., continuing one year, 
and then, in November, 1891, estab­
lished himself in Brunswick as at 
present. Here he has built up a large 
practice and gained a high reputation, 
not only as a physician but as a citi­
zen of public spirit who is always in 
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sympathy with every movement hav­
ing for its object the advancement of 
the people or the welfare of the com­
munity. 

Dr. Roy was married in Canada, in 
1894, to Miss Irma LeBel, and five 
children have been born to them, one 
of whom is now living. The decease 
of his wife occurred in April 1909. Dr. 
Roy was again married in Canada in 
October, 1911, to Miss Antoinette 
LeBel. During Dr. Roy's nearly quar­
ter century of residence and practice 
in Brunswick, he has enjoyed the 
esteem of the entire community, both 
professionally and personally, and 
he is a member of Union St-Jean 
Baptiste, and physician of the order, 
the Artisans and C. O. F. 

EDMOND LEMELIN 

While the achievements of the 
Franco-American citizens of Maine 
largely relate to business and the 
professions, ar t claims its successful 
devotes in no small number. Pro­
minent among the skilled oil painters 
of the State, and making a specialty 
of portrait work, is Mr. Edmond Le­
melin, with studio at 49 Park street, 
Lewiston. 

-Mr. Lemelin was born in Levis, P. 
Q. Canada, in 1859, son of Theodore 
and Maria (McKenzie) Lemelin, both 
natives of Canada. Following his 
school days in his home town, Mr. 
Lemelin was employed for nine years 
as a ship's carpenter, and then for 
one year was captain of a steamboat 
on the St. Lawrence river. He then, 
in 1885, came to Lewiston and for 
eight months worked in the Lewiston 
Bleachery and Dye Works, following 
which he traveled in the west and for 
a time was a ship's carpenter at Cleve­
land, Ohio. Naturally gifted with an 
artistic talent and temperament and 
having been an art student for years, 
Mr. Lemelin now determined to en­
deavor to satisfy his ambition to suc­
ceed professionally in the line for 
which he was best adapted, that of 
painting in oil. After much further 
study and the resultant 'efficiency, Mr. 
Lemelin 15 years ago, opened a stu­
dio in Lewiston which he successfully 
continued for seven years. Eight 
years ago he sold this studio and es­
tablished himself as at present at 49 

Park street, where he also resides. 
Mr. Lemelin's work as a portrait ar­
tist has at tracted wide and favorable 
notice, many competent critics being 
enthusiastic in their praise. 

Mr. Lemelin was married in Lewis-
ton, in 1886, to Miss Lumina Lacom-
be, a native of Canada, and eight 
children have been born to them, two 
now living. 

Admired' by all appreciative of 
works in oil who have examined his 
products, Mr. Lemelin enjoys also the 
esteem of many people for his estim­
able personality, and he is a member 
of Institut Jacques Cartier. 

E. A. FORTIN, M. D. 

Biddeford's esteemed physician and 
pharmacist, E. A. Fortin, M. D., was 
born in Sault au Recollet, P. Q., Ca­
nada, in 1865. son of Olivier Fortin, 
deceased in 1897. His mother died in 
Montreal, Jan. 28, 1915, at the age 
of 80 years and five months. Dr. For­
tin obtained his early education in 
the schools of his native town, subse­
quently at tending u J^suite College, 
and that in relation to medicine in 
the celebrated Victoria College of 
Medicine and Surgery, Canada. He 
commenced active practice in Fall 
River, Mass., where he had located 
at the age of 19 years, and after prac­
ticing there a short time he came to 
Biddeford. This was in 189V, or 18 
years ago, and Dr. Fortin soon built 
up a successful general practice in 
this prominent textile city, gaining 
as well a high personal standing. 

In 1911. Dr. Fortin retired from 
active professional practice and es­
tablished his present pharmacv now 
regarded as one of the most reliable 
in this entire section and having an 
enviable reputation for the efficiency 
of its prescription service. 

Dr. Fort in is considered generally 
by his fellow citizens as one of Bid­
deford's most influential and pro­
gressive representatives of his race, 
always in svmpathy with every move­
ment that has for its object the ad­
vancement of the city and its people, 
and possessing personal nuallities 
that inspires confidence and wins 
friendship. He is a member of the L. 
0, 0 . M., F. O. E . and Macabees, 
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JOSEPH FERLAND 

Reliability and general excellence 
of service are the marked characteris­
tics of the finely equipped pharmacy 
of Joseph Ferland, a prominent Fran­
co-American business man of Water-
ville. Mr. Ferland was born in the 
province of Quebec, Canada, in 1S72 
son of Magloire et Philomene (Bou-
langer) Ferland, both natives of Ca­
nada, and he is one of four children, 
three boys and a girl. His father died 
in 1879, and his mother is still living 
at the age of 66. 

Mr. Ferland came to Waterville at 
the age of 13 years and obtained his 
first enployment in the Lockwood 
mills, remaining three years. He then 
engaged in the lumber industry, con­
tinuing 12 years, and then for 6 
years was proprietor of a restaurant . 
Mr. Fer land gained further business 
experience by conducting a livery 
stable for seven years, afterward, or 
in March, 1912, he established his 
present highly reputable drug store. 

Mr. Ferland was married in Water­
ville in 1902, to Miss Olivine Nadeau, 
and three children have been born to 
them, two of whom are living. Pro­
gressive and sagacious in business Mr. 

Ferland is equally alert to the ad­
vancement of the times and an earn­
est advocate of all movements that 
h ive for their object the future prog­
ress and prosperity of Waterville and 
its growing populace. Personally as 
well as commercially he is held in 
high regard and fraternally he is a 
member of the F . O. E. 

JEAN BAPTISTE PARLADY 

Biddeford well known and largely 
operating manufacturer of cigars, 
Mr. Jean Baptiste Parlady, was born 
in Amas, Beauce County, P. Q., 
Canada, in 1857. His parents, Jean 
Baptiste and Zo6 (Scney) Parlady, 
were both natives of Canada, the for­
mer deceased in Saeo in 1867 and his 
mother still living in Biddeford at the 
age of S8 years. There were nine chil­
dren in the family, four now living. 
Mr. Parlady's advent in Biddeford 
was as an infant and he was educated 
in the public schools of the adjoining 
town of Saco. His first employment 
was in the Laconia mill where he re­
mained three years, and then at the 
age of 15 years he learned the trade 
of cigar making, subsequently being 
employed therein in Biddeford and 
Saco. In 1880, Mr. Parlady founded 
his present successful business, that 
of manufacturing high grade cigars, 
and in which he now employs five 
skilled workmen. It may be added 
that Mr. Parlady's cigar productions 
stand unrivaled in general excellence 
and continue to gain in popularity 
throughout this section of the State. 

Mr. Parlady was married in Saco 
in 18 84 to Miss Alice M. McCann and 
they are without children. Enterpris­
ing and sagacious in business, pro­
gressive and patriotic, Mr. Parlady is 
considered as one of the most sub­
stantial and influential of the Franco-
American citizens of York County, 
and is held in high regard by all, irre­
spective of nationality, for his long 
known comnnecial integrity. Mr. Par­
lady is a member of the K. of P., A. 
and A. M., K. T . and Shrine, and 30 
years ago he served in the City Coun­
cil of Saco, a fact placing him among 
the pioneer office holders of his race 
in this section of the State. 
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LOUIS L. LEVASSEUR 

As will be noted by a perusal of the 
biographical sketches in this work of 
Franco-American achievements, the 
various lines of business and the pro­
fessions are largely represented, es­
pecially in the industrial centres of 
the State. Electrial work is no excep­
tion, and in this line no abler repre­
sentative can be found than Louis L. 
Levasseur_ a rising young electrician 
pf Lewiston. 

Mr. Levasseur was born in Mil 
apolis, Minn., in 1888, son of L< 
and Celina (Fournier) Levass 
the former a native of Canada 
the later of Montana, and he is 
of nine children, seven of whom 
living. 

Mr. Levasseur came to Lewi: 
with his parents in 18 99 and reee 
his education in the public schc 
He was first employed by the L. 
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A. Electric Light Co., continuing for 
four years and gaining a practical and 
through knowledge of the industry. 
Following this Mr. Levasseur started 
in the electrical business for himself, 
and then after two years, or in 1910, 
the enterprise came under the firm 
name of Levasseur & Guimond. To­
day the firm is one of the highest re­
garded along special lines in the city 
that of electrical contract work arid 
the furnishing of supplies, and steai'i-
ly gains in prestige and volume of 
transactions. 

Mr. Levasseur was married in Lf"V-
iston, in 1911. to Miss Alda CailUc, 
and they are without children. 

Enterprising and progressive »n 
methods, and esteemed for his bmi-
ness integrity, Mr. Levasseur can De 
numbered among the younger ele­
ment in commercial pursuits vlio 
have before them increased success 
and greater prosperitv in the "Indus­
trial Hear t of Maine." Mr. Levasseur 
is a member of t 'nion St. Jean Baptis-
te, Insti tut Jacques-Cartier and Mu­
sical and Literary Club. He has also 
been deservedly honored by his fellow 
citizens, serving as he has on the 
Common Council for two years, re­
presenting Ward n. and as Alderman 
one year. For five years Mr. Levas­
seur was inspector of electrial wires 
of the city. 

ODELIN BLANCHETTE 

maining three years. He then re­
turned to Augusta and was employee 
by the same man, Mr. Burgess of the 
Cushrock Paper Co., continuing eighl 
years, and then entered the emploj 
of the Edwards Mfg. Co., as teamster, 
remaining three years. Mr. Blanchet-
te's next experience was with the M. 
C. R. R., working in the freight house 
and as a brakeman. After 1% years 
he became a grocery clerk for Pat-
naude & Pomerleau, serving two 
years, and then embarked in the 
furniture business, firm of Cot- & 
Blanchette. This was in 1906, and in 
1908 he bought out Mr. Cote, and for 
three years was sole proprietor. In 
1911, A. S. Cyr was admitted to part­
nership and the business continued 
under the name of the Augusta 
Furni ture Co., as now. 

Mr. Blanchette was married in AU' 
gusta in 1892. to Miss Locate Fortin 
and they are the parents of four chil 
dren, two boys and two girls. Mr 
Blanchette is a stanch and able sup 
porter of the Republican party, anc 
he served creditably as a deput; 
sheriff under Sheriff Getchell for twt 
years. Widely known for his pro 
gressive methods and business integ 
rity, Mr. Blanchette is also held in 
high regards as a citizen of estimable 
personal qualities, and he has been a 
member of St-Jean Baptiste for 25 
years and is now president of the local 
lodge, and is a member also of the 
Artisans and F. of A. 

Numbered among the Franco-
Americans of Maine who have a-
ch'eved commercial success are so-
ca^ed self-made men, or in other 
words men who hav? gained promi­
nence and prosperity from a small 
beeinn'ng and under adverse circum­
stances. A prominent example in Au­
gusta is Odelin Blanchette of the 
largely operating Augusta Furn i ture 
Co. Mr. Blanchette was born in Beau-
ce, P. Q., Canada, son of Louis and 
Olive (Plante) Blanchette, and he is 
one of 11 children, nine living. Both 
of his parents were born in Canada 
and are now living in Augusta. After 
at tending night school in Augusta, 
Mr. Blanchette was obliged to go 
forth in the world to earn his own 
living, and at the early age of 12 
years. Going to Shawmut. Me., he 
secured work there in a pulp mill, re-
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HENRI BROSSEAU AND FAMILY 

HENRI BROSSEAU 

Having had a wide and varied ex­
perience, covering a period of 20 
years, and achieving business success 
and a high personal standing, Mr. 
Henri Brosseau is generally regarded 
as a leading pharmacist and business 
man of Rumford. 

Mr. Brosseau was born in St. Hu­
bert, P. Q., Canada, in 1873, son of 
Telesphore and Marie (Goyette) 
Brosseau, and he is one of two chil­
dren, a brother being a merchant in 
Montreal. 

Following his early school days, 
Mr. Brosseau attended Montreal col­
lege, taking a classical course, after­
ward becoming a drug clerk and re­
gistered druggist. In this capacity he 
was employed in Manchester, N. H., 
for three years, Boston, four years, 
Berlin, N. H., two years, Waterville, 
Me., one year, and then in Rumford 
from 1909 until 1911. In the later 
year Mr. Brosseau established him­
self as at present, his pharmacy now 
being regarded as one of the moit 
reliable, best stocked and lar-rrst 
patronized in Oxford Counts. 

Mr. Brosseau was married in Wa­

terville, in July, 1910, to Miss Eve 
Cary, and they are the parents of two 
children, a boy and girl, Dollard and 
Dolores. 

Possessed of long proven business 
integrity as well as enterprise, Mr. 
Brosseau is no less esteemed for his 
estimable qualities of citizenship, and 
he is widely regarded as one of the 
most influential and progressive, 
Franco-Americans of Rumford. Mr. 
Brosseau is a member of the B. P. 0. 
E., F . O. E., L. O. O. M., Union St. 
Jean Baptiste and the Maine Phar­
maceutical Association. 
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FORTUNAT BELLEAU 
The citizens generally of Maine, 

irrespective of nationali ty, express 
much gratification at the large num­
ber of rising young Franco-American 
professional men in the state, and it 
is to them tha t the future progress 
and prosperity of the commonwealth 
is largely looked. In this connection 
we present a young lawyer of Augus­
ta, For tunat Belleau. Mr. Belleau was 
born in Lewiston, Nov. 6, 1884, son 
of F.X. and Blanche (Martel) Belleau 
and he is one of eight children, seven 
living. Mr. Belleau was educated in 
the schools of Lewiston and St. Char­
les Seminary, Sherbrooke, Canada, 
and he studied law in the office of his 
father, a prominent lawyer of Lew­
iston, and that of his brother. H. E. 
Belleau. Admitted to the bar in Feb., 
1909, Mr. Belleau commenced active 
practice in Lewiston and united with 
his brother in the law firm of Belleau 
& Belleau. 

Mr. Belleau was married in Lewis­
ton in 1910, to Miss Emilie Vincent 
of Auburn, and they are the parents 
of one child, a boy. A rising young 
politician as well as at torney at law, 
Mr. Belleau has already done valiant 
service for the Democratic party and 
he wields considerable influence a-
mong the young men of that faith. 
He served as secretary of the Lewis-
ton Democratic city committee for 
three years and for Ave years hss been 
a member, representing Ward 7. He 
also served with much credit as city 
solicitor of Lewiston three terms and 
he is now assistant clerk of the Hoase 
of Representatives at Augusta, hav­
ing been appointed for the terms of 
1915-16. 

Personally Mr. Belleau is held 'n 
high esteem, and we but voice the 
opinion of his many friends when we 
say that a brilliant future lies before 
him. 

were born in the United States. They 
surely portend to a no small degree 
wherein lies the future progress and 
prosperity of the State of Maine. Our 
present sketch deals with a represent­
ative young man of this class, Mr. W. 
Dennis Spruce of the Great Depart­
ment Store, Lewiston. 

Mr. Spruce was born in Bancroft, 
Me., in 1888, son of John and Phebe 
(Desrosiers) Spruce, and he is the 
oldest of 13 children, 12 of whom are 
living. Following his education ob­
tained in the schools of his native 
town and in Springfield, Me., at the 
Maine Institute, Mr. Spruce for three 
years engaged in farming and lumber­
ing and for one year he taught school. 
Ambitions for advancement, and 
throughly imbued with the idea that 
success was best to be met with in a 
new land, Mr. Spruce in 1908 came to 
Lewiston and secured employment in 
the largest retail house in Maine, the 
Great Department Store. Here his first 
occupation was that of shipping clerk 
which he followed for one year. Mr. 
Spruce was then advanced to the 
position of salesman in the shoe de­
partment where he continued for four 
years. During these years of activity, 
Mr. Spruce not only gained a practical 
knowledge of the business and devel­
oped greaily his capabilities as a 
salesman but made himself as valua­
ble to the house that he was made 
manager and buyer of the depart­
ment, which is, by-the-way, practical­
ly a shoe store in itself. At this writ­
ing Mr. Spruce has been connected 
with the Great Department Store for 
seven years, and today he is widely 
recognized in mercantile cercles for 
his business sagacity and progressive-
ness and which forecasts for him fu­
ture advancement in the commercial 
world. Mr. Spruce is unmarried, he'd 
in high personal esteem by his many 
friends and patrons, and he is a mem­
ber of the K. of C. and Ariel Club. 

W. DENNIS SPRUCE 
More noticeable perhaps than any 

other one feature of this work descrip 
tive of Franco-American achieve­
ments, is the fact that a large num­
ber of the biographical sketches re­
late to rising young business men of 
French-Canadian parentage but who 
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JOHN RAYMOND OSCAR R. GUIMOND 

Among the most thriving cities of 
Maine wherein the French-Canadian 
people have largely settled is Water-
ville, and no city in the State Is abler 
represented by the race in the pro­
fessions or pursuits of business. In 
this connection we herewith present 
to our readers one of Waterville's 
most progressive business men, John 
Raymond, interior decorator and an 
extensive dealer in paints and wall 
coverings. Mr. Raymond was born in 
St. Denis, P. Q., Canada in 1873, son 
of Thomas and Flora (Caron) Ray­
mond, both natives of Canada, the 
former deceased in 1889 and the la­
ter in 1903. Subsequent to his school 
days in his native town, Mr. Raymond 
at the age of 15 years, canre to Water-
ville and learned the trade of painting 
largely through his own exertions and 
an ambition to gain advancement 
through the medium of that business. 
After working three years in the M. 
C. Railroad car shops, Mr. Raymond 
established himself in business as at 
present. This was 2 3 years ago, and 
during this extended period he has 
not only achieved a pronounced com­
mercial success but a high personal 
standing as well. His wide scope of 
operations includes everything in 
high-grade paints, oils and wall pa­
pers, and a specialty is made of inte­
rior decorating of the most artistic 
conception. Eight skilled workmen 
are employed. 

Mr. Raymond was married in Wa-
terville in 1893, to Miss Alphonsine 
Deblois and eight children have been 
born to them, all now living. Through 
out his entire extended business ca­
reer in Waterville Mr. Raymond has 
enjoved the esteem and good will of 
his fellow citizens merit ing as he does 
their approval through his own estim-
h'e personal qualities as well as mer­
cantile integrity. Mr. Raymond is 
a member of the A. 0. U. W., K. of M. 
and Union St-Jean Baptiste. 

The continual advancement being 
made by the industrial centers of 
Maine is largely owing to the energy 
and progressive methods of the Fran­
co-American business and profession­
al men. However, they were not all 
born in Canada by any means, and 
this applies particularly to many ac­
tive yong men upon whom the contin­
ued prosperity of the industrial cities 
greatly depends, and who are natives 
of these centres but of French-Cana­
dian parentage. In this connection we 
present Mr. Oscar R. Guimond, elec­
trician, of the firm of Levasseur & 
Guimond, located in Lewiiston. 

Mr. Guimond was born in Lewiston 
in 1891, son of Charles and L§ontine 
(Dionne) Guimond, both of Canada, 
and he is one of two children, the 
other being a girl. Following his 
school days, having attended both 
the public and parochial schools of 
his native city. Mr. Guimond very 
wisely considered that electrical work 
provided possibilities far above the 
older trades, as indeed the great won­
der workers like Edison proclaim that 
the development of electricity is yet 
in its infancy. Mr. Guimond entered 
the employ of the Lewiston and Au­
burn Electric Light Co., remaining 
four years and gaining a through 
knowledge of electrical construction 
and its varied branches. He then be­
came a. par tner in a new firm, name 
of Levasseur & Guimond, making a 
specialty of contract work and hand­
ling electrical supplies and devices of 
every description. This business was 
established in 1910, and its story in 
brief is one of continual growth in 
amount and scope of operations. 

Mr. Guimond is unmarried, highly 
regarded as a rising young business 
man of sagacity and integrity, and he 
is a member of Inst i tut Jacques-Car-
tier and the Musical and Literary 
Club. 
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ERNEST BOURGOIN, M. D. 

The fast-growing border town of 
Van Buren is fortunate in having 
among its professional men some of 
the ablest representatives in Northern 
Maine of Franco-American talent, 
intelligence and progressiveness. 
Among them we are pleased to pre­
sent Ernest Bourgoin, M. D., a well 
known and highly esteemed physician 
and a specialist in organic diseases 
and the eye, ear nose and throat. 
Dr. Bourgoin was 'born in St. Octave 
Rimouski County, P. Q., Canada, Oc­
tober 28, 1S76, son of Edouard and 
Marie (Michaud) Bourgoin, and he is 
one of seven children, three now 
living. Dr. Bourgoin's parents weie 
both natives of Canada, his father 
having been a merchant there and 
deceased in 18S5 at the age of 45, 
and his mother still living in St. Oc­
tave, Canada, at the age of 6 4 years. 

Dr. Bourgoin was educated in the 
schools of St. Anne, Kamouraska 
County, P. Q., Canada, and the Laval 
University, Quebec, class of '03, and 
where he received the degree of M. 
D. He then at once commenced active 
practice at Caplin, P. Q., Canada 
where he remained four years. Fol­
lowing this Dr. Bourgoin went to 
Paris, and for two years he studied 
and practiced in the hospital there, 
giving special at tention to disrases of 
the eye, ear, nose and throat. Re­

turning to America Dr. Bourgoin lo­
cated in Lewiston, in 1909, and there 
he remained until 1912, the year of 
hiia advent in Van Buren. Dr. Bour­
goin was married in Lewiston in 
1912 to Miss Albina Roux and they 
an, without children. In stating that 
P i . Bourgoin is held in the highest 
regard, both personally and profes­
sionally, we but voice the opinion of 
those well qualified to judge among 
his fellow citizens of Van Bursn, and 
t i our personal knowledge he merited 
a'id enjoyed a similar reputation in 
Lewiston while a resident of that city. 
rir. Bourgoin is a member of the I. 6. 
F ., C. 0. F. and Union St-Jean Baptis-
t.' of America. 

OMER PARENT 
Although born in Beauport, P. Q., 

Canada, in 1S69, Mr. Omer Parent, a 
well known merchant of Lewiston, 
must be practically considered native 
to United States soil, for his advent 
in the Spindle City was at the early 
age of three years in company with 
his parents. Morever he has lived in 
Lewiston nearly all his life, or 43 
years. Mr. Parent is the son of Noel 
and The'rese (LePin) Parent, both 
natives of Canada, and he is one of 
nine children, four boys and five girls, 
two girls and one boy living. 

Mr. Parent was educated in the 
Lewiston's public schools and first 
employed in the Continental mill, 
continuing five years, then in the 
Bates mill two years, after which he 
worked for 10 years in the shoe facto­
ry of Ara Cushman, in Auburn. Mr. 
Parent continued at shoe making in 
Auburn until 189S. when he pur­
chased the business of Aurele Gagne 
and this he conducted for three years. 
He then returned to the shoe industry 
but discontinued this work upon open­
ing a first-class variety store at 99 
Ash Street, June 8, 1913. This enter­
prise has met with grat 'fving succe-s, 
and Mr. Parent now owns tl""1 threp-
story building in which the store is 
lo"a*ed. also the five-tenement bn"s" 
rrnosi te . His property tax amounts 
to S1K0 annually. 

Tn 1896. Mr. Parent was marr ic l 
in T ew'.qton to Miss Marcpl'ne Belzile, 
•>rnd bv this union there has been born 
three children, two bo-Ts and a g'rl, 
the later deceased. Winning com-
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mercial and financial success, Mr. Pa­
rent has also gained a high personal 
standing during his many years re­
sidence in Lewiston, and he is a mem­
ber of Union St-Jean Baptiste, Institut 
Jacques-Cartier and C. O. P. For five 
years Mr. Parent represented credit­
ably Ward 3 in the City Council. 

ONEZIME J. VERMETTE 

Mr. Unezime J. Vermette, one of 
Lewiston's best known Franco-Amer­
ican business m.en, was born in St. 
Anselme, P. Q., Canada, in 1873, son 
of Camille and Marie Angelique (For-
tier) Vermette, both natives of Cana­
da. Mr. Vermette is one of nine chil­
dren. Following his school days in 
his home town, Mr. Vermette became 
employed, at the age of 15, at brick 
making in Holyoke, Mass., continuing 
seven months. He then returned to 
Canada, remaining six. months when 
he went to Haverstraw, N. Y., Albany, 
Schenectady, Welchtown and other of 
that State and finally again returned 
to Canada. 

After two months Mr. Vermette 
24 years ago, came to Lewiston 
and continued his occupation of brick 
making for one year, then became a 

clerk in a grocery store, continuing 
four years. Following this experience 
and gaining a thorough knowledge of 
the grocery trade, Mr. Vermette es­
tablished the grocery store of Ver­
mette Bros., which so continued for 8 
months when he became sole proprie­
tor. Two months later he sold out 
this business and became a clerk for 
Janelle & Co. He thus continued for 
two years, then embarked in the 
meat business continuing four years, 
then purchased grocery on Summer 
Street where he remained two years. 
M. Vermette on closing out the gro­
cery business continued that of meat, 
and started a new grocery store at 
the corner of Spruce and Park Streets. 
After three years here he sold out to 
P. Parent & Co., and returned to his 
former store on Sabattus Street which 
was founded in July, 1914. 

Mr. Vermette was married in St-
Isidore, P. Q., Canada, in February, 
1901, to Miss Philomene Gagne, de­
ceased in December of the same year 
in Lewiston and interred in Canada. 
He was again married in Lewiston in 
1905, to Miss Rose Lachapelle, and 
four children have been born to them, 
three of whom are living. 

Mr. Vermette, during his long anu 
varied business career, has always 
been held in the highest regard, and 
he is a member of the C. 0. F. and 
Institut Jacques-Cartier. 

JOHN PILOTTE 
To the younger element of the 

Franco-American business interests 
of the State much is looked for, it 
being demonstrated in recent years 
that the youmg men of the race are 
to the forefront in all matters that 
concern the future progress and pros­
perity of Maine. In this connection 
we present John Pilotte, an enter­
prising business man of Waterville 
and well-known representative of the 
French-Canadian people. Mr. Pilotte 
was born in the Province of Quebec, 
Canada, in 1873, son of Peter and 
Bndraire (Latereau) Pilotte, both 
natives of Canada. His father died 
there in 1910, aged 84 years, and his 
mother in 1875. Mr. Pilotte came to 
the States with his parents at the age 
of nine years, locating in Jackman, 
Maine, and remaining six years. In 
1890 he came to Waterville, securing 
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employment in the famous Lockwood 
Mills where he worked for 24 years. 
Concluding tha t he had enough ex­
perience in the textile industry Mr. 
Pilotte, in 1901, established his pres­
ent largely stocked and well patron­
ized variety store, an enterprise that 
proved successful from the first and 
still gains in prestige and popularity. 

Mr. Pilotte was married in Water-
ville in 1S91 to Miss Domidi Lessard 
and five children were born to them, 
all deceased, and their mother in 
1898. Mr. Pilotte again married in 
Waterville August 6, 1900. to Miss 
Olivina Dostie, and by this union 
there are four children. Public spir­
ited in all mat ters pertaining to the 
city and always patriotic in his views, 
Mr. Pilotte is an inspiring example 
to others of his race and merits and 
receives the esteem of lira fellow 
citizens. 

JEAN BAPTISTE TARDIF 

Wherever we find in the State of 
Maine French-Canadians in consider­
able number, we also are impressed 
with the fact that representative a-
mong them are professional and busi­
ness men of sterling worth, progress­
ive thought and public spirit, and not 
a few of whom hold with credit offici­
al positions. This is t rue in the alert 
and growing town of Rumford, as 
elsewhere, and among such citizens 
as we have mentioned is Mr. Jean 
Baptiste Tardif, a prominent business 
man. 

Mr. Tardif was born in St. Alexan­
dre, P. Q., Canada, son of Joseph and 
Em'ile (Desargere) Tardif, both of 
Canada, and he is one of 13 children, 
seven now living. Following his lim­
ited school days in his home town, 
Mr. Tardif came to Brunswick, Me.. 
when seven years of age, and there 
attended school, also evening school 
at Lewiston. His first employement 
was found in the Androscoggin Mill 
in Lewiston, where he remained 12 
years, and then he became a clerk in 
the grocery store of Tondreau & Pel-
letier, cont inuing one year. 

In 1905, Mr. Tardif established him 
self in the grocery business at Rum-
ford, continuing successfully for three 
years and then embarked in the fur­
niture t rade. The la t ter enterprise, 

JEAN BAPTISTE TARDIF 

founded in 1908, has proven very 
successful and the store is regarded 
as one of the most reliable and best 
conducted of its kind in this entire 
section of the State. 

Mr. Tardif was married in Lewiston 
in June 1896, to Miss Adeline Belan-
ger, and nine children have been born 
to them, eight of whom are living. Mr. 
Tardif's good judgment and sagacity 
in town affairs is considered as highly 
by Rumford citizens as his mercantile 
ability, and he has served as select­
man two years, and now occupies that 
position and as overseer of the poor 
and assessor. Politically he is a stanch 
Democrat and member of the party's 
town committee, and fraternally he is 
a member of Union St. John Baptiste 
and Artisans Canadien Frangais. 

0J 
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THE LATE CHARLES H.CLOUTIKR 

The late Charles H. Cloutier was 
one of Lewiston's leading and most 
respected Franco-American mer­
chants. He was born in the Province 
of Quebec, Canada, in 1861, and died 
in Lewiston February 23, 1915. 
Through enterprise and integrity 
he placed Cloutier's Market a-
mong the foremost similar concerns 
in Central Maine. The business was 
established in 1878 under the firm 
name of Pottle & Cloutier, later be­
came W. E. & C. H. Cloutier and in 
1S91 Charles H. Cloutier & Co. Mr. 
Cloutier was not only an able and 
greatly 'esteemed business man b-'t 
one of Lewiston's most influential 
Franco-American citizens, and during 
his long and honorable mercanli 'e 
career he was not only deeply inter­
ested in the advancement of hi= r^-e 
but of the people generally and the 

future progress and prosperity of 
adopted city. Greatly beloved pers' 
ally, Mr. Cloutier was a member 
the B. P. 0. E., L. O. O. M., Insti 
Jacques-Cartier, Union St. John B 
tiste, K. of C. and Musical and Lit 
ary Club. 

HENRY CLOUTIER 
It is a notable fact that in the cl: 

industrial centres of Maine, larg 
populated by Franco-Americans, 
business and professional interests 
to a considerable extent in the hai 
of young men who, in many instani 
were born on Unite-d States soil, 
though of I 'rench-Canadian pare 
ace. An able representative of t 
enterprising circle of young busin 
men is Mr. Henry 0 , Cloutier, ma 
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ger of Cloutier's Market, 2S1 Lisbon 
Street, Lewiston. 

Mr. Cloutier was born in Lewiston, 
Sept. 3, 1SSS, son of Charles H. and 
Olevine (Per land) Cloutier, both of 
Canada. Mr. Cloutier's father died 
Feb. 23, 1915, but his mother is still 
living. 

Henry O. Cloutier assumed mana­
gement of the business upon the de­
cease of his father, and he has suc­
cessfully continued it since, meriting 
and receiving the large patronage 
gained in the years past through re­
liability of service. 

Mr. Cloutier was educated in the 
public and parochial schools of Lew­
iston, and he has been connected with 
the market for the past 10 years. He 
was married in Lewiston. in 1909. to 
Miss Eliza Lacroix, and three chil­
dren have been born to them. Two 
are girls, twins about eight months of 
age and a boy. four years of age in 
September. 1915. 

Mr. Cloutier is held in high person­
al as well as commercial esteem, and 
he is a member of Inst i tut Jaeques-
Cartier and the Artisans. Dr. LOUIS O. LESIEUR 

LOUIS 0. LESIEUR, M. D. 
Dr. Louis Oscar Lesieur of Rum-

ford was born in Gentilly, P. Q., Ca­
nada, Sept. IS. 1S69, son of Eugene 
and Aurolie (Lemire) Lesieur, and 
he is one of eight children, seven now 
living. Of these a brother, Arthur 
Lesieur. is a Catholic priest at Trois-
Rivieres. Canada, and a sistpr died in 
the Convent of Precieux Sang at St-
Hyacinthe, Canada, in 1912. 

Dr. Lesieur 's early education was 
obtained in his native town and at 
Joliette College, and he received the 
degree of A. B. at Laval University. 
Subsequentlv he graduated from the 
Albany, X. Y. Medical College, class 
of '95, receiving the degree of M. D. 
Dr. Lesieur commenced active prac­
tice in Biddeford, Maine, in 1895, 
continuing three years, and then 
came, in 1898, to Lewiston where he 
remained two years. During this time 
he was at tached to the staff of Ste-
Marie General Hospital. 

On July 14, 1900, Dr. Lesieur lo­
cated in Rumford where, at that time, 
there were only 100 French-Canadian 
families. His success here has been 
pronounced, not only in matters pro­

fessional but in the high standing 
which he has gained as a citizen. In 
September 1897, Dr. Lesieur was mar­
ried in Lewiston to Miss Marie Belan-
ger, and they are the parents of eight 
children. 

Dr. Lesieur is a member of the C. 
0. F., and has been chief ranger of 
the order for 15 years, the Artisans 
Canadien, now serving his second 
term as president, and he is medical 
examiner for the following: Union St. 
John Baptiste, Franco F. of A. and 
the Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. 
He has also been a member of the 
Rumford Board of Health for six 
years, town physician six years and is 
now serving his first term as milk ins­
pector. No physician or man of prom­
inence stands higher, or is more uni­
versally esteemed, than Dr. Lesieur, 
and in saying this we only voice the 
sentiment of his fellow townsmen. 
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ALFRED J. LEBLANC 

The esteemed manager and treas­
urer of the Lewiston Steam Dye House 
incorporated, Mr. Alfred J. Leblanc, 
was born in St. John, N. B., in 1S80, 
and educated in the public schools of 
Nicolet, Canada, graduating from a 
commercial Academy. He was first 
employed at the age of 21, in the dye 
house of which he is now the execu­
tive head, and has remained there 
continuously since, gaining a through 
knowledge of the business and indus­
try in all its branches. 

The Lewiston Steam Dye House 
was founded in 1870 and purchased 
by Joseph Leblanc, father of the sub­
ject of this sketch, in 1885. In 1909 
the business was incorporated, with 
Joseph Leblanc, president; Alfred J. 
Leblanc, t reasurer and Philippe L, 
Leblanc secretary. The plant is one of 
the best and most modernly equipped 
in the State and, being wide in its 
scope of operations, does a large an­
nual volume of business. 

Alfred J. Leblanc was married in 
1906 to Miss Cora Gregoire of Lewis-
ton, and three children, two girls and 
a boy, have blessed their union. 

Mr. Leblanc is prominent in an en­
terprising and progressive circle of 

young Franco-American business men 
and who are earnestly engaged in 
maintaining and advancing Lewiston's 
position as the most advantageous in­
dustrial and mercantile centre in 
Maimv He is also deeply interested 
in civic affairs and wields considerable 
influence politically, always with the 
best interests of the city and its peo­
ple as a first consideration. He repre­
sented Ward 4 in the City Council of 
1912, and Ward 5 as alderman in 
1915. On the later board he is a mem­
ber of various important committees, 
notably that on street lights and the 
police. 

Fraternal ly Mr. Leblanc is affiliated 
with the L. O. O. M., Jacques-Cartier 
Society and F. O. E., and of the later 
he is treasurer. Personally, as well as 
commercially and politically, Mr. Le­
blanc has a high standing in the com­
munity, and among citizens of all 
nationalities or lineage. Mr. Leblanc 
is member of the National Association 
of Dyers and Cleansers, also the 
Maine Association, and a director of 
the latter. 

His father, Joseph Leblanc, a 
pioneer Franco-American business 
man in Maine, and one of Lewiston's 
most respected citizens, is a native of 
St. Leonard, Canada, P. Q. He was 
married to Miss Clarice Carignan and 
their union has resulted in the birth 
of seven children, four boys and three 
girls, and of these six are now living. 

HENRI TOUTAIN 
Prominent among the French-

Canadians as a loyal citizen and a 
known worker in the interests of 
his adopted city regardless of nation­
ality or political affiliation is Henri 
Toutain with a record of 31 years 
residence in Lewiston. Born in St. 
Casimir, P. Q., Canada, September 
1877, he came to Lewiston (with his 
parents and brothers and sisters of 
which there were twelve t, at the 
age of seven and was there educated 
in the parochial schools and was first 
employed in the Continental Mills 
beginning at the early age of twelve 
years. He continued in the textile 
industry until he was 15 years old. 
He was next employed in the Lewis-
ton Bleachery & Dye Works where he 
remained for 14 years and has been 
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consecutively selected annually by 
the City Government as janitor of 
Wallace School for nine years. Mr. 
Toutain was elected by the people in 
1911 as Councilman and elected Al­
derman in 1913-14 and '15 and serv­
ed on many important committees 
including poor fajrm, schools and 
school houses highways and street 
lights and his record on these com­
mittees shows for itself. Mr. Toutain 
is a staunch Democrat and has given 
freely of his t ime and money for the 
furtherance and, upholding of the 
principles of Thos. Jefferson the fa­
ther of Democracy. Mr. Toutain is 
the son of Thomas and Julia Rivard-
Toutain, and was married in Lewis-
ton in 1899 to Alvine Nadeau and 
this union was blessed with six chil­
dren, three of whom are living and 
school a t tendants . Mr. Toutain has 
always found time to keep in touch 
with civic and social affairs and is 
enrolled in the membership of the 
K. of M., C. O. F., Franco-American 
Society and Inst i tu t Jaeques-Cartier 
and is known as a man of integrity 
and capability, highly esteemed in all 
circles of the community 

ALBERT BELIVEAU, Esq. 

County Attorney Albert Beliveau, 
of Rumford, Oxford County, has been 
called a "rising young Franco-Amer­
ican lawyer", but tha t only expresses 
his success in part, for while Mr. Be­
liveau has no doubt a brilliant future 
before him he has already risen to 
prominence in his profession. 

Mr. Beliveau was born in Lewiston, 
March 27, 1887, son of Severin and 
Cedulie (Roberge) Beliveau, both of 
Canada and married in Lewiston, and 
he is one of eight children, six living. 
Mr. Beliveau was educated in the pa­
rochial schools of his home town and 
the public schools of Livermore, sub­
sequently graduat ing from the Uni­
versity of Maine in 1911. He was ad­
mitted to the Oxford County bar in 
the same year, February 15, and at 
once commenced active practice in 
Rumford. 

In 1912, Mr. Beliveau was a candi­
date for the office of County Attorney 
on the Democratic ticket, but failing 
of election was again a candidate in 
1914 and elected. In his affiliation 
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ALBERT BELIVEAU 

with the Democratic party, Mr. Beli­
veau has proven an earnest worker in 
the cause he represents and one who 
is influential among citizens of vari­
ous nationalities as well as those of 
his own race. It is predicted for him 
future honors political and official 
and also professional, and in giving 
expression to this sentiment we only 
repeat the consensus of opinion in 
Rumford and vicinity. 

Mr. Beliveau is a member of the 
Democratic Town Committee and 
Union St. Jean Baptiste. 
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CHARLES POMERLEAU HENRY WILLIAM NADEAU 

Having had a long and active busi­
ness experience, and gaining a per­
sonal high standing as well as mer­
cantile success, Charles Pomerleau of 
Waterville can justly be called one of 
the leading Franco-American citizens 
of that city. Mr. Pomerleau was born 
in Waterville in 1S68, and he is prac­
tically a self-educated as well as self-
made man, having acheived his prom­
inence through his ceaseless personal 
endeavors, and the exercising of na­
tural ability, rising upwards from a 
humble beginning. Mr. Pomerleau is 
the son of Jules and Olivine (Mar-
cous) Pomerleau, and he is one of 14 
children, eight now living. His father 
was a native of Canada, deceased in 
1S95, and his mother was born in 
Waterville, and on April 14, last, she 
was 70 years of age. 

Mr. Pomerleau's first employment 
was in the Lockwood mills where he 
remained five years. He then engaged 
in the lumber industry, continuing 
five years, and then embarked in the 
grocery business in which he has been 
altogether for 2 5 years. Six different 
limes Mr. Pomerleau has established 
or owned grocery stores, and all were 
prosperous and only sold to others 
because, being prosperous, thev were 
in earnest demand. In fact. Mr. Po­
merleau has the happy faculty of in­
ducing prosperity to smile on his 
business ventures, which in other 
terms means that he wins success 
through applied energy and force of 
character. Previous to these store 
enterprises Mr. Pomerleau worked 
further in the textile industry in Lew-
iston, being employed in the Andros­
coggin, Barker and Hill mills for one 
year. 

Mr. Pomerleau was married in Wa­
terville in 1889, to Miss Marie Ellen 
Rancourt, and eight children have 
been born to them, five boys and three 
girls, all living but one. Although 
public spirited and deeply interested 
in the welfare of Waterville and its 
people, Mr. Pomerleau has refused to 
accept nomination for public office, 
even when earnestly urged by promi­
nent citizens, men who know his ster­
ling value to the community and have 
its best interests at heart. Mr. Pomer­
leau is a member of the F. O. E, 

The subject of this sketch, Mr. Hen 
ry William Nadeau, not only has the 
distinction of being one of the leading 
business men of Northern Maine, but 
also that of being a direct descendant 
of the historic Acadian French. Mr. 
Nadeau was born in Fort Kent where 
he now resides and does business, 
February 2, 1856, son of Joseph and 
Alice (White) Nadeau, and he is one 
of six children. Mr. Nadeau's grand'-
father, Joseph Nadeau, was driven 
out from Acadia by the English to 
make way for the Royalists and he 
was the first settler in Fort Kent and 
lived here seven years without neigh­
bors. The first to come were the U. S. 
soldiers who built the famous block 
house and what is now known as the 
Dickey Hotel. This house at that 
time was the barracks for the soldiers 
of the so-called Aroostoook war, and 
the soldiers also built for the officers 
the Stevens Hotel, afterwards called 
the Eagle Hotel. Henry William Na­
deau is the only survivor of the fam­
ily. 

Mr. Nadeau attented the common 
schools of Fort Kent but is largely 
self-educated, just as he is practically 
a self-made man. He was first employ­
ed at farming, then 14 years of age, 
and subsequently followed the trade 
of blacksmith for 24 years, and du­
ring the last four years was also en­
gaged in a hardware store. In 1893, 
Mr. Nadeau embarked in the hard­
ware business with F. Maillett, thus 
continuing for six vears when he sold 
his interest. In 1909, Mr. Nadeau es­
tablished his present highly success­
ful general store, one of the largest 
stocked and best patronized in North­
ern Maine. Mr. Nadeau was married in 
Fort Kent in 1S81. to Miss Zeline Au-
debert and eight children have been 
born to them, six of whom are living. 
Regarded as one of the most influen­
tial, progressive and public spirited 
citizens of Fort Kent, Mr. Nadeau was 
for 24 years the first selectman of the 
town, a member of the school board 
12 vears and postmaster 12 years, 
nosUions which he filled to the evi­
dent satisfaction of all the people. Mr. 
Nadeau is held in high personal as 
well as commercial esteem and he is 
a member of the C, 0. F . 
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PIERRE MORIN 
In the subject of this sketch, Mr. 

Pierre Morin, a prosperous merchant 
of Brunswick, we have a Franco-
American citizen who has practically 
been a witness to the entire great 
French-Canadian immigration to the 
State of Maine. And yet Mr. Morin is 
in the prime of life, but 6S years of 
age, and his advent in Maine was only 
4 5 years ago, a comparatively short 
time as the years pass. Mr. Morin 
settled in Brunswick in 18 70, and at 
that time there were only 150 French 
Canadian families in the town, now 
greatly increased. But it is the larger 
industrial centres we have in mind 
when speaking of immigration from 
Canada, for in such cities as Lewiston 
and Biddeford the Franco-American 
population has increased many fold 
during Mr. Morin's 4 5 years of resi­
dence in Maine. 

Mr. Morin was born in L'Islet, P. 
Q., Canada, July 20, 1847, son of 
Pierre and Catherine (Lamarre) Mo­
rin, and he is one of seven children, 
three now living. Following his ed­
ucation obtained in the schools of 
L'Islet. Mr. Morin in 18,'0 came to 
Brunswick and obtained employment 
in the Cabot mill. Here he pursued 
the textile industry for 18 years, then 
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became a clerk in the grocery store of 
Noel Vandal where he remained for 
five yi ars. Having gained a through 
knowledge of the grocery trade, and 
by characteristic thrift obtained suf­
ficient capital, Mr. Morin now decided 
to established himself in the grocery 
business. It was in 1884 that he 
opened his store, now regarded as one 
of the best conducted in this entire 
section of the State. 

Mr. Morin was married in Bruns­
wick, in August, 1871, to Miss Mal-
vina Baribault, and seven children 
were born to them, two now living. 
He was again married in Brunswick, 
in 1905, to Miss Leda Menard and 
thev are without children. Mr. Mo-
r ;n is an independent Democrat pol-
it'fai'lv. and for three years served 
,,,;*!, cr-F-dlt on the board of Selectmen 
of Priinswick. During IT'S long and 
Honorable residence in the town. Mr. 
Mor-'n has not only been regarded as 

leading Franco-American, but as 
one of the most influential citizens. 
He is a member of Union St-Jean 
Baptiste. 

ir. PAUL E. CARON 
nt 
IO- Prominent among the young busi-
lly ness men of the Franco-Americans of 
;at Northern Maine, an able representa-
he tive of the progressive spirit of the 
is race, is Mr. Paul E. Caron of Presque 
of Isle. Mr. Caron was born in Grand 
ily Isle, Maine. October 24, 1886, son of 
>rt Jean Baptiste and Demierise (Sanfa-
in con) Caron. and he is one of 14 chil-
at dren. 11 now living. His father is a 
ch native of Canada and now living in 
)W Presaue Isle at the age of 69 years on 
er August 18. 1916. and he was born in 
ad C-rand Isle, Maine. Coming to 
irn Presume Isle with his parents at the 
on age of two years. Mr. Caron attended 
an the schools of that town and was on 
ild a farm. Subseauently he was emplov-
si- fd in a sawmill where he remained 

two vears. Following th 's Mr. Caron 
P. enlisted in the IT. S. Armv. serving in 
of the r. A. C , 89th Regiment, and then 
o- on February 1, 1909, he became es-
m, tablished in the restaurant business. 
d- This enterprise proved very success-
of ful. so that today Caron's restaurant 
to and lunch room is unrivalled in Pres-
nt due Isle for general excellence of 
ed service and having a large and steadi-
en ly increasing patronage, 
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Mr. Caron was married in Presque 
Isle on August 6, 1912, to Miss Marie 
Bishop and they are without children. 
During his youthful but active life, 
Mr. Caron has so improved the op­
portunities offered that he is general­
ly regarded as one of the best in­
formed Franco-American citizens of 
his adopted city and he is known also 
for his business enterprise, integrity 
and courtesy, facts that mean still 
greater success in the future. Person­
ally Mr. Caron is held in the highest 
regard throughout the community 
and he has hosts of friends in this 
entire section of the state as well as 
in Presque Isle, and this is always 
apparant by the numbers who visit 
h 'm wherever there is a fair or other 
attraction in the town. 

ZEPHIRIN GUIMOND 

Mr. Zephirin Guimond, «. promi­
nent and prosperous Franco-Ameri­
can business man of Lewiston, was 
born in Cap St. Ignace, P. Q., Canada, 
in 1859. He is the son of Remie and 
Elize Guimiond, both natives of Cana­
da, the former deceased in Lewiston 
in 1877. There were 13 children in 
the family and eight are now living. 

Mr. Guimond was educated in the 
schools of his home town and Lewis-
ton, coming to the later city at the 
age of 13, in 1873. He was first em­

ployed in the Androscoggin mill, and 
where he remained for the lengthy 
period of 3 6 years, finally being fore­
man of the weaving room. Following 
this Mr. Guimond served as fireman 
in the city building for two years, and 
then in 1910 became established in 
the grocery business, as at present, 
with Mr. Omer Simard. The store is 
now widely recognized as one of the 
best and most carefully conducted in 
the grocery and provision lines in 
Lewiston, and has a large and lucra­
tive patronage. 

Mr. Guimond was married in Lew­
iston in 1883, or 32 years ago, to 
Miss Lizzie McGraw. and two children 
have been born to them, one of whom 
is living. During the many years of 
residence in Lewiston, and through­
out his mercantile connections, Mr. 
Guimond has always enjoyed the es­
teem and good will of his fellow citi­
zens, a fact plainly apparent to those 
intimately acauainted with his estim­
able prrsonal ouali t 'es and business 
inte'gritv. Mr. Guimond is a member 
of Inst i tut Jacques-Cartier and Arti­
sans Canadiens. 

EDWARD P. RAYMOND 
Being a border town, with a vast 

farming and lumbering territory to 
draw from Fort Kent is Northern 
Maine's chief trading and shipping 
centre, a fact that accounts for its 
largely stocked and modernly con­
ducted stores. Among the prominent 
Franco-American merchants of the 
town, and leading in his special lines, 
is Edward P. Raymond, a widely 
known dealer in groceries and dry 
goods. Mr. Raymond was born in 
Frenchvllle, another Maine border 
town on the St. John river, in 1874, 
son of Philippe and Delina (Bou­
chard) Raymond, and he is one of six 
children, two now living. Mr. Ray­
mond's father and mother were both 
natives of the Province of Quebec, 
Canada, the former deceased in June 
1913 at the age of 7 8, and the later 
in 1876. Mr. Ravmond had little ad­
vantages of an educational nature and 
he is decidedly a self-educated man, 
and which means, furthermore, that 
he is a self-made man, gaining busi­
ness success by frugality, enterprise 
and a determination to succeed re­
gardless of disadvantages. Being 
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brought up on a farm Mr. Raymond 
natural ly worked at farming, but 
learning the t rade of harness maker 
he worked at this industry and finally 
started in business there in 1902. He 
thus continued at harness making 
until 1908, when he again resumed 
farm work, continuing for two years, 
and then came to Fort Kent and 
worked as a clerk in the store of I. 
B. Bourgoin. After six months Mr. 
Raymond became employed as a clerk 
for P. A. Roy. remaining 20 months, 
and then in 1912 established his pres­
ent spacious and finely stocked gro­
cery and provision store with the 
added feature of handling reliable 
dry goods, small wares, etc. Although 
established but a comparitivelv short 
time. Mr. Raymond has met with 
gratifying results in his business en­
terprise, the store steadily gaining in 
prestige and patronage and being a 
trade resort for many people for manv 
miles along the vallev of the St. John 
Held in high regard personally as 
well as for his business integrity. Mr. 
Raymond enjoys the esteem of his 
fellow citizens pratically to a man, 
and he is a member of the C. O. F.. 
Modern Woodmen and the local Union 
St. John Baptiste. 

ANTONIO S. COTE 

In the subject of this sketch we 
present a representative Franco-
American citizen of Maine in respect 
to his gaining advancement and ulti­
mate prosperity, through the most 
pronounced qualities of his race, 
boundless ambition, a determination 
to win, ceaseless energy and frugality. 
He is Mr. Antonio S. Cote, a well and 
favorably known grocer of Lewiston. 

Mr. Cote was born in South Ham. 
P. Q., Canada, son of Francis and 
Oliva (Bouraue) Cote, and he was 
one of 10 children, seven now living. 
After a t tending school in his nativp 
town Mr. Cote, in 1S9S and still a 
youth, came to Lewiston and first se­
cured employment in the spinning 
room of the Androscoggin mill. He 
received in payment only 40 cents a 
day but was soon advanced to the 
carding room where he got $1.00 per 
day. After two years Mr. Cote went 
back to Canada, remaining with his 
parents two years, and then he re­

turned to Lewiston. For one year he 
worked for the Grand Trunk railroad 
and then for six years was employed 
in an Auburn shoe factory, followed 
by carpentering for the Bates Mfg., 
Co., four years. 

Naturally thrifty as well as ener­
getic, Mr. C6t6 now was able to buy a 
dwelling and this he did on Park 
Street. After one year he sold his 
house and established himself in the 
grocery business at 43 Maple Street, 
as at present. This venture, made in 
1913, has proven very successful and 
merits the large and steadily in­
creasing t rade which the store re­
ceives. No better evidence of Mr. Co­
te's business success could be given 
than that he owns his handsome 
residence at Howard and Pine Streets 
and now has underway a modern two-
story building. In mentioning these 
achievements it is well to know that 
when Mr. Cote came to Lewiston he 
could not speak English and gained 
th 's and much other knowledge by 
attending the night schools. 

Mr. Cote was married in Lewiston 
in 1905. at the age of 25, to Miss Re­
becca Nadeau and two children were 
born to them, they being deceased 
and their mother in 1908. Mr. Cote 
was married a second time, in 1912 
to Miss Josephine Morneau of Lewis-
ton and they have one child, a boy. 

In securing mercantile success Mr. 
Cote has gained as well a high per­
sonal standing, and he is a member 
of the Modern Woodmen, F. of A. 
and Insti tut Jacques Cartier. 



124 FRANCO-AMERICANS OF 

WILLIE J. SAUCIER 

Lewiston's favorably known and 
actively operating contractor and 
builder, Willie J. Saucier, was born 
in that city, and educated in the pub­
lic schools. He was first employed as a 
carpenter by his father, Samuel Sau­
cier, from 1897 to 1910, and then 
embarked in the contract building 
trade for himself, meeting with pro­
nounced success from the start . 

During his active business opera­
tions in Lewiston, Mr. Saucier has 
erected many modern and substantial 
residence and tenement houses. Nota­
ble among these may be mentioned 
the Belliveau block of three stories, 
located on Pierce Street, the Cyrille 
Poulin block of three, stories, a hand­
some cottage on the Lisbon road and 
Fred Gamons' fine residence on Au­
burn Heights. He also erected the 
modern J. L. Hayes extension on 
Main Street. Mr. Saucier employs 
from five to 12 skilled workmen, and 
he has the merited reputation of 
making closely calculated estimates. 
and when contracts are drawn of 
following them out to the minutest 
particular. 

Mr. Saucier was married in 190?, to 
Miss Marie Anna Gravel, and five chil­
dren blessed their union, Of these 
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VALMORE LALIBERTE 

four are now living, Gilbert and So-
lange Saucier, school attendants and 
Willie and Albert. Mr. Saucier has 
not only achieved business success but 
a high personal standing as well, and 
lie is a member of the Royal Order of 
Moose and Artisans Canadiens. 

The elder Mr. Saucier is a native of 
Canada, and he came to Lewiston 34 
years ago with his wife and two chil­
dren, having been married in 1878 to 
Miss Virginie Therriault . Eleven chil­
dren in all have been born to them, 10 
now living, and all are residents of 
Lewiston. 

Valmore Laliberte, partner of Mr. 
Saucier, was born in Quebec, Canada, 
in 1876, and he came to Lewiston 25 
vears ago with his father, Telesphore 
Laliberte\ and his mother and six 
other children. There were 16 chil­
dren al together and seven are now 
living, all in Lewiston except one girl, 
married and residing in Brunswick. 
Valmore, 14 years ago, learned the 
carpenter t rade and has been o, con­
tractor since 1911. He became a part­
ner of W. J. Saucier in 1915. Mr. La­
liberte was married in Canada, in 
1899, to Miss Ara Hudon and nine 
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children have been born to them, sev­
en living. Mr. Lal iber te is a member 
of the Artisans and is now serving his 
second term as secretary and treas­
urer. 

PAUL SIMEON CYR, D. D S. 
The border towns of Maine, dis­

tinctively representative of early 
French set t lement along the St. John 
river, and now the centres of Vist 
farming and lumber interests, hf.ve 
for the most part as their leaders in 
the professions and commercialism 
men of French lineage, yet native 
birth. In other words, they are "to the 
manner born" even if Franco-Ameri­
can by grace of their being so-eal ed 
in sentiment. This s tatement cslls 
attention to a leading and representa­
tive professional man of the prosper­
ous and growing town of Van Buren, 
Paul Simeon Cyr, D. D. S. 

Dr. Cyr was born in Van Buren in 
1891, son of Simeon and Suzanne 
(Thibodeau) Cyr. and he is one of 14 
children, seven now living. Both his 
father and mother were natives ot 
Van Buren, the former a retired busi­
ness man and farmer, aged 74 years, 
and the later deceased in 1902, aged 
52. Dr. Cyr obtained his early educa­
tion in the public schools and Ste. 
Marie's College, Van Buren, and that 
in relation to the science of dentistry 
at the celebrated Canadian institution, 
Laval University, where he received 
the degree of D. D. S. Dr. Cyr com­
menced active practice in Van Buren 
in 1911, quickly gaining wide recogni­
tion for efficiency of service in all 
branches of modern dentistry, and 
to-dav. or at the time of this writing 
in 1915, he enjoys an unrivalled re­
putation throughout Northern Maine 
for professional proficiency and relia­
bility. Dr. Cyr's personnel is no less 
gratifying to his friends than that of 
his professional success, for in th? 
achievement of the later his integrity 
and nvalif 'es of citizenship have al=o 
won for him a h'gh standing in the 
commi'nity. Be'ng yet a young man, 
it is the general cp 'n 'on in Van Buren 
that his future career will bring still 
greater success and honor. Dr. Cyr 
T^ved one term on the Van Bu'En 
School Committee and he is member 
of the K. of C. 

JOSEPH A. COTE 
The most important trading centrb 

of Northern Maine is the growing 
town of Fort Kent, located on the St 
John river which represents the 
boundry line between this State and 
New Brunswick. Numbered among 
the leading and most enterprising 
merchants of Fort Kent is Joseph A 
Cote, dealing largely in ready-to-weai 
clothing. Mr. Cote was born in Frencl 
ville, Me., June 19, 18(13, sonof Atetts 
and Alma (Bourgoin) C6te\ and he 
is one of 14 children five now living 
Mr. Cote's father was also a nativt 
of Frenchville, deceased in 1873, and 
his mother died in March, 1911, at 
the age of 8 5 years. Mr. Cote wa.-
educated in the schools of French 
ville and Dover, N. H., and he was 
employed at farming until 18 years o{ 
age. Following this he engaged HI 
textile work at Somersworth, N. H.. 
and was employed by the Great Falls 
Mfg., Co., for 10 months. Mr. Coti 
then became a teacher in a French 
school at Sonnersworth, continuing 
nine months, and then entered the 
Boston Clothing Store as salesman, a 
position he occupied for 17 years, and 
then went to Dover, N. H. Here Mr. 
Cote was employed by the large house 
of Lothrop & Farnham, where he re­
mained until coming to Fort Kent in 
August, 1905, and acting as a cloth­
ing salesman until August 1, 1912. 
Upon this date Mr. Cote established 
his present carefully stocked clothing 
and furnishing goods store, now wide­
ly recognized as one of the most re­
liable and best conducted along the 
St. John Valley. Mr. C6t£ was married 
in Somersworth, N. H., in February, 
189 6, to Miss Ella F. Savage and they 
are the parents of two children. Po­
litically Mr. Cote is affiliated with the 
Republican party and while in Somers 
worth he represented Ward 1 for one 
year on the board of selectmen. Since 
locating in Fort Kent Mr. Cote has 
not only gained mercantile success 
but an enviable reputation as well for 
his progressive business methods and 
integrity, while personally he is nni-
vfrsa'lv esteemed in the community. 
Mr. Cote is a member of the Maca-
l;e"s, the Somersworth lodge. 
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HENRY LIZOTTE 

Famous throughout New England 
tor his past great career upon the 
baseball field and his love of clean, 
mianly sport, Henry Lizotte of Lew­
iston is probably the best known citi­
zen of that city among the Franco-
Americans or those of French Cana­
dian descent. 

Mr. Lizotte was born in Van Buren, 
Maine, Feb. 6, 1859, and he was edu­
cated in the schools of Caribou and 
Lewiston. With his familv, number­
ing 13, and at the age of 12, he came 
to Lewiston, subseauently becoming 
rmp'oved, in 1871, in the Bates Mill. 
After three years as a textile worker 
Mr. Lizotte wa?| employed in the 
building of the Lewiston reservoir, 
then in 18 80 went west. Returning 
he secured employment in the Cush-
man shoe factory in Auburn, remain­
ing 25 years. Following this extended 
period Mr, Lizotte was employed at 

the Monroe, Packard & Linscott shoe 
factory in Auburn, continuing until 
the strike of 189 2. He then became a 
member of the Lewiston police force, 
under Mayor Noble, serving with 
great credit for three years, and al­
together as a policeman for five years. 
Subsequently he was a State detective 
for eight years and then was ap­
pointed a, fish warden by Governor 
Hill, serving four years. 

Mr. Lizotte's next occupation was 
that of cigar salesman for the late J. 
M. Scannell, reimaining 12 years, or 
until the lat ter 's factory was burned 
out. He then acted in the same capa­
city with Napoleon Royer for three 
years. 

In 18 87, Mr. Lizotte was elected a 
mem'ber of the Common Council of 
Lewiston. Horace Little, mayor, and 
he served acceptably for two terms. 
Under Mayor Morey he served on the 
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AMermanic board during the term 
of 1901. Following this, sickness 
detained him in the hospital for nine 
months. At present Mr. Lizotte is 
filling the important position of milk 
inspector of Lewiston. 

Mr. Lizotte's record on the baseball 
Siamond is one of the most remark­
able in the history of that great 
American game. In 188 7, he was a 
member of the Lewistons, of the State 
league continuing for three years. His 
favorite position was the left field, 
therein unrivalled, and he lead the 
team in batt ing average: The first 
year, 325; second year, 324 and last 
year 327. In 1S95, Mr. Lizotte was 
appointed umpire in the Xew England 
league by Tim Murnane, president, 
and in 1S97 by Jake Stall. 

Mr. Lizotte was married in 1881. 
in Lewiston, to Marie Beaudette, and 
they have had three children, two of 
whom, boys, are living. Raoul, the 
oldest, is employed by the U. S. 
Government at Togus, and Harry is 
in the employ of Napoleon Royer as 
a cigar maker, and he is the worthy 
president of the Common Council. 

Henry Lizotte, considered from his 
personal side, is equally as interesting 
as that of his past baseball and busi­
ness accomplishments, for he is 
known as a citizen of pronounced 
patriotism and estimable character­
istics, and as one who is always 
steadfast as a friend. He is a member 
of the F. 0. E. and St. John Baptiste 
society, also a musician, plaving the 
slide trombone. Mr. Lizotte was 
founder of Montcalm band of which 
the late Henry Jago was leader. This 
was 35 years ago and afterwards Mr. 
Lizotte was with the famous Glovers' 
band. At its breaking up he was ap­
pointed on the committee to organize 
the Brigade band and was a member 
for 25 years. 

town or elsewhere in the County. In 
this connection there comes readily 
to mind the subject of this sketch, 
Mr. Louis Philippe Gagnon, postmas­
ter of Van Buren. 

Mr. Gagnon was born in Van Buren 
in 18S9, son of Henry A. and Leah 
(Franck) Gagnon, both natives of 
Frenchville, Maine, and both living in 
Van Buren, the former aged 59 and 
the later 52 years. The elder Mr. Ga­
gnon is a prominent and widely 
known business man of Van Buren. 
Subsequent to attending the public 
schools, Mr. Gagnon entered Ste. Ma­
rie's College and graduated from that 
excellent institution, class of 1908. He 
then became employed as a salesman 
in his father 's store, and here he re­
mained from 1908 until April 1, 1915, 
at which date he was appointed post­
master of Van Buren by President 
Wilson. The term is for four years, a 
fact showing the importance of the 
town and office in relation to busi­
ness. 

Mr. Gagnon was married in Van 
Buren in 1911, to Miss Catherine 
Dionne and they are the parents of 
three children. Although one of the 
youngest, if not the youngest post­
master now serving in the State of 
Maine, Mr. Gagnon may be considered 
a veteran in efficiency, and at all 
events he gives entire satisfaction to 
the community. Referring to youth, 
Mr. Gagnon being an ardent Dem­
ocrat and earnest advocate of the 
principles of the party, seems to be 
apparantly in linel for future and 
greater official honors. Held in high 
personal regard, Mr. Gagnon is fra­
ternally affiliated with the Knights 
of Columbus. 

LOUIS PHILIPPE GAGNON 

The distinctive Franco-American 
town of Van Buren, a chief trading 
centre for a vast Northern Maine ter­
ritory devoted to the lumbering and 
potato farming industries, is not on­
ly largely controlled by men of 
French blood, but for the most part 
its leaders in thought and action are 
contingent to the soil of the State; 
that is to say, they were born in the 



128 FRANCO-AMERICANS OF THE STATE OF MAINE 

JOSEPH EMILE FOURNIER 
The business interests of the thriv­

ing town of Rumford are well repre­
sented by Franco-Americans, as in 
the industrial centres of the State, 
and among them none stand higher 
in the estimation of the citizens than 
the subject of the sketch Mr. Joseph 
Emile Fournier manufacturing baker. 

Mr. Fournier was born in St. Eloi, 
P. Q., Canada, in July 1888, and was 
educated in the seminary at Rimouski 
He came to the States in 190 5 at the 
age of 17 and is a fine example of the 
self-made man. Mr. Fournier was 
first employed by the Continental 
Paper Bag Co., where he remained 
seven years subsequently going into 
the baking business in 1913. 

Some idea may be gained of his 
success and rapid progress in business 
when it is known he baked about 60 
leaves of bread daily and at present is 
baking over 1200 daily or to be brief 
more in one day now than in three 
weeks for the first two months of his 
business career. He is the manufactur­
er of the famous Honey Krust Bread. 
The bakery is one of the best equip­
ped in the State with three machines 
of the latest invention and sanitary 
div'ecs, a steam oven with a capacity 
of 1500 yoaves and five people are em 
ployed. Mr. Fournier is single and is 
one of ten children all living. His fa­
ther were Theophile and Athalie (C6-
t?) Fournier, both natives of Canada. 
Progressive in business, Mr. Fournier 
is considered no less a business-man 

of strict integrity while as a citizen 
he is an able exponent of all move­
ments that have for their object the 
advance of the people. He is highly 
esteemed in all circles and is a mem­
ber of the St. Jean Baptiste of Rum-
ford and was secretary two terms. Mr. 
Fournier is the owner of considerable 
real estate and pays a tax of $100 an­
nually. 

OVIDE J. FORTIN 

Like the various other industrial 
centres of Maine, Westbrook has its 
able and progressive Franco-Ameri­
can representatives in professional 
and mercantile life. Included among 
the most enterprising of these born in 
the State, although of French-Cana­
dian parentage, is Mr. Ovide J. For­
tin, a widelyknown business man. 

Mr. Fort in was born in Portland, 
son of John and Caroline (Prefontai-
ne) Fort in, and he is one of two chil­
dren, both living. Mr. Fortin was ed­
ucated in the schools of Westbrook 
and Winnipeg, Manitoba, and his first 
employment came when, as a sales­
man, he entered the old established 
furniture store of his father, John 
Fortin. 

Mr. Fortin remained in this capac­
ity for 19 years, gaining a through 
knowledge of the furniture trade and 
developing modern principles of busi­
ness, not the least among them being 
mercantile integrity which he has fol­
lowed, as is universally known in 
Westbrook, during his active control 
of the store, or since he bought out 
the business in 1909. We but further 
voice the sentiment of the community, 
when we state that Mr. Fortin is gen­
erally regarded as one of the most 
progressive and influential citizens of 
the Paper City; irrespective, more-
ver, of any nationality. 

Mr. Fort in was married in 1898, in 
Westbrook, to Miss Alexina Guimond, 
and they are the parents of three chil­
dren. Mr. Fort in has never been eager 
to accept public office, although he 
served one year on the Aldermanic 
board, but he has been regent of the 
nub'ic library for 15 years, a fact giv­
ing a slight intimation of the esteem 
in which he is held by h 's fellow 
citizens. Mr. Fort in is a member of 
the B. P. O. E. 
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LINIERE DOYON 

Among the ablest and most pro­
gressive representatives of the Franco 
American business men of Biddeford 
must be included Mr. Liniere Doyon, 
„. well known and prosperous phar­
macist. Mr. Doyon was born in St. 
Bernard, Beauce, P. Q., Canada, son 
of Augustin and Demerise (Roy) 
Doyon, and he is one of 10 children, 
nine now living. His father, a native 
of Canada, died in Biddeford in 189 9, 
and his mother, also a native of Ca­
nada, died in Berlin, N. H., in 1912 
and was interred in Biddeford. 

Mr. Doyon came to Biddeford with 
his parents at the age of nine years, 
and at the age of 12 he became em­
ployed in the textile industry, thus 
continuing for seven years. He at­
tended the Biddeford High Schools, 
and graduated from the Sherbrooke, 
Canada, Seminary. After returning to 
Biddeford from this excellent educa­
tional insti tution, Mr. Doyon was 
employed for one year in a grocery 
store, then for six months in a cloth­
ing store and for 1 % years in a drug 
store. This later experience caused 
him to decide to enter the drug trade 
as a business pursuit and means of 
advancement, so that in 1910 he es­
tablished his present successful and 
largely patronized pharmacy. Today 

Doyon's drug store is widely regarded 
as one of the most reliable in entire 
York County and unsurpassed in gen­
eral excellence of service. 

Mr. Doyon was married in Sher­
brooke in 1907, to Miss Augustine 
Dubucand six children have been born 
to them, four of whom are living. 
Progressive and sagacious in business, 
Mr. Doyon is no less agressive in all 
movements that favor the future 
growth and prosperity of Biddeford, 
a fact that entitles him to be consid­
ered among the most advanced repre­
sentatives of his race in that impor­
tant industrial centre. Personally Mr. 
Doyon merits and receives the esteem 
of all, regardless of nationality, and 
he is a member of the C. O. P., P. O. 
E., Red Men, Union St. Jean Baptiste 
and Cercle Frontenac, and Business 
Men's Association. 

ERNEST IRENEE BEGIN 

The large and steadily increasing 
Franco-American population of Lew-
iston is ably represented in all lines 
of business and the professions by 
men of sterling worth, both personal­
ly and commercially, a fact that pro­
claims future progress and prosperity 
for Maine's great textile city. In­
cluded among the enterprising mer­
chants we have in mind, is Mr. Ernest 
Irenee Begin, a member of the gro­
cery firm of B6gin Bros. Co. Mr. Be­
gin was born in LSvis, P. Q., Canada, 
January 5, 187S, son of Pierre and 
Emilie Begin, and he is one of 17 
children, 10 now living. His parents 
were both born in Canada, his father 
still living and his mother deceased. 

Following his school days in his 
home town, Mr. Begin served as a 
clerk in a grocery store in Sherbrooke 
Canada, covering a period of 10 years. 
Gaining a through knowledge of trade 
and being ambitious to come to the 
States and engage in business, Mr. 
Begin selected Lewiston as his best 
point of vantage, the result being the 
establishment, in April, 1907, of the 
grocery firm of B6gin Bros. Co., lo­
cated at Park and Spruce Streets. 
This enterprise has proven very suc­
cessful and the store has steadily 
ra ;ned in prestige, popularity and 
patronage from the first day of its 
opening. 

Mr. B6gin was married in Lewiston 
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September 14, 1909, to Miss Stepha­
nie Plourde, and they are the parents 
of three children. Progressive in busi­
ness, Mr. B6gin is no less alert in all 
tha t pertains to the betterment of 
Lewiston and its people while per­
sonally he enjoys the high standing 
just ly achieved ' through fol'lo)win)g 
principles of integrity and upright 
citizenship. Mr. Begin is a member 
of the 0. O. P. and Musical and Liter­
ary Club. 

F. R. LEPAGE 
Mr. F. R. Lepage a leading busi­

ness man of Lewiston, conducting 
one of the largest baking concerns in 
the state among Franco Americans 
and a self-made man, is a credit 
to his nationality and to the business 
circles of Lewiston. Mr. Lepage whose 
business is located at 19 3 Park Street 
Lewiston and resides at 85 Second 
Street Auburn, was born in Orleans 
Island, P. Q., and was there educated. 
He came to Lewiston in 1889, some 
26 years ago and was first employed 
in the cotton mills of Lewiston one 
and one half years. He then learned 

the bakers ' trade, at which he was 
employed eleven years and went into 
business Dec. 1903 under the firm 
name of Lepage-Mailhot, remaining 
four years and three months at which 
time he bought Mr. Mailhot's interest 
and has since conducted the business 
himself. Some idea of how the busi­
ness has grown may be gained from 
the fact that at the advent of buying 
out Mr. Mailhot he employed but 
three bakers and turned out abour 
200 loaves of bread daily, while to­
day nine men are employed, one 
thousand loaves of bread baked daily 
and one thousand dozen of pastry. 
Two delivery teams and an auto truck 
are kept constantly on the road 
during business hours and the latest 
and most modern machinery in use, 
and the shop is the acme of per­
fection as to its sanitary arrange­
ments. Mr. Lepage has not only built 
up a large business but has made his 
bread ( the But ternut Bread) famous 
by using pure ingredients and giving 
full weight in flour. Mr. Lepage was 
married in Jan. 1898 to Vitaline Gi-
guere and to this union eleven chil­
dren were born, ten of whom are 
living in Auburn. Mr. Lepage is a 
prominent example of the self-made 
man and his 22 years experience in 
the baking business makes him a past 
master of the bakers art . His method 
and honesty in business is too well 
known to need commendation at our 
hands. Mr. Lepage is deeply interest­
ed in the welfare of French-Canadian 
people as well as being public spirit­
ed and interested in the welfare of 
the community. Socially he is a mem­
ber of the C. O. F . 
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HILAIRE E. MERCIER 
The characteristics developed by 

many of the French-Canadian race of 
thrift, energy and enterprise, there­
by gaining advancement and business 
success from a humble beginning, 
are well represented in the person of 
Hilaire E. Mercier, a well-known busi­
ness man of Rumford. 

Mr. Mercier was born in St-Frede-
rick, Boise County, P. Q., Canada, 
January 22, 1861, son of Jean and 
Flavie (Gilbert i Mercier, and he 
was one of nine children, six girls 
and three boys. 

When but two years of age Mr. 
Mercier's parents moved to Norton's 
Mills, Vt., and he there attended 
school. When 10 years of age his 
parents went to Lewiston, and as a 
boy Mr. Mercier was employed in Hill 
mill, No. 2, as a sweeper. Following 
this he was a mule spinner in the 
textile industry for 10 years, during 
which t ime he was variously employed 
in such cities as Fall River and Hol-
yoke, Mass., as well as Lewiston. Af­
terward he returned to Canada and 
for 14 years was engaged in farming. 

In 1901, Mr. Mercier went to Rum-
ford, Maine, being occupied as team­
ster for one year and then employed 
for two years in the shipping depart­
ment of the paper ba,g mill. Following 

THE STATE OF MAINE 131 

this he established his present busi­
ness, in 1908, that of dealing in con­
fectionery and ice cream, and which 
has proven very successful. 

Mr. Mercier was married in Lewis-
ton, in 1881, to Miss Edith Lizotte, 
and nine children have been born to 
them, five of whom are living. 

Mr. Mercier enjoys the esteem and 
friendship of many people in Rum-
ford and he is generally regarded as 
a business man of progressive meth­
ods, integrity and patriotic spirit. For 
six years he was t ruant officer of the 
town and is now sealer of weights 
and measures. Mr. Mercier is a mem­
ber of the Artisans. 

ALEXANDRE J. WILLET 
Among the most representative and 

best known Franco-American business 
men of the thriving town of Presque 
Isle, is Mr. Alexandre J. Willett, a 
leading and prosperous blacksmith. 
Mr. Willett was born in Marsardis, 
Maine, March 16, 1876, son of Alex­
andre and Aseline Willett, and he is 
one of 12 children, six now living. His 
father is still active in business in 
Presque Isle and also conducts a fine 
farm in addition to his other inter­
ests. 

Mr. Willett came to Presque Isle 
with his parents at the age of one 
year and there at tended the ' town 
schools. He was first employed at 
blacksmithing at the early age of 12, 
in fact he was practically brought up 
in the business, his father before him 
being one of the best known black­
smiths in Northern Maine. In 1901, 
Mr. Willett bought out t h e shop of 
his father and has successfully since 
conducted it, with volume of transac­
tions second to none in Presque Isle 
or this section of the State, and un­
rivalled in reliability of service. 

Mr. Willett was married in Presque 
Isle, June 19, 1901, to Miss Annie 
Thibodeau and they are without chil­
dren. Progressive in all matters per­
taining to the town, and earnestly in­
terested in its future progress and 
prosperity, Mr. Willett is regarded as 
one of Presque Isle's most public spir­
ited c ;tizens and he is heild in the 
highest regard for his business inte­
grity and admirable personal quali­
ties. Fraternal ly Mr. Willett is a 
member of the C. 0 . F . 
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JOSEPH JOHN PELLETIER, M. D. 

The medical profession is well re­
presented in the cities of Maine by 
physicians of French-Canadian birth 
or parentage. Lewiston is especially 
favored in this respect, and among 
the most prominent we must include 
Dr. Joseph John Pelletier. 

Dr. Pelletier was born in Quebec, 
P. Q., Canada and he gained his early 
education in the public schools of 
Lewiston. Subseciuently he studied at 
Bowdoin College medical school, and 
following this obtained an extensive 
hospital practice in Paris, London 
and Rome. He was also a special 
student at the famous University of 
Louvain, Belgium. 

Dr. Pelletier commenced active 
practice at the remarkably early age 
of 21, opening an office in Lewiston 
in 1901. The same year he married 
Miss Rose M. Fisher and they have 

had two children, one of whom is 
living, Anthony D. Pelletier. During 
the entire year of 1905_ Dr. Pelletier 
studied his profession in Europe, and 
in 1909 he again visited the old 
world. Unfortunalely, on account of 
blood poisoning, he was obliged to 
cease active practice for some six 
months. 

Although this sketch of Dr. Pelle­
tier is necessarily brief, and perhaps 
fails to do him full measure of due 
professionally, it is sufficient to in­
dicate his high standing as a physi­
cian, both as to his learning and skill. 
We have therefore, only to add that 
he is as highly regarded personally 
as professionally, and that he is uni­
v e r s a l e esteemed by all who have 
made his acquaintance. 

Dr. Pelletier is a member of the 
K. of C , Golden Cross, N. E. 0 . P., 
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Pilgrim Fathers , County and State 
Medical Associations and Phi Chi. He 
served a term of four years on the 
school board and also as city physi­
cian of Lewiston. 

JOHN LACROIX 

Prominent among uie older Franco 
American business men of Maine 
who, as natives of the State blazed 
the way for the great French-Cana­
dian immigration of the past quarter 
century, is John Lacroix. a wideb­
and favorably known real estate a-
gent of Lewiston. 

Mr. Lacroix was born in Orono, 
Me., in 1854. son of Jean and Sophie 
(Rancourt) Lacroix. both of Canada, 
and he was the only child and six 
years of age at the time of his father 's 
death. Mr. Lacroix gained his educa­
tion in Canada and going to Lewis-
ton 4 7 years ago obtained his first 
employment and in the Bates Mill. 
Here he remained 1 V2 years and then, 
continuing in the textile industry, se­
cured work in Watervil le, remaining 
14 months, then, re turn ing to Lewis-
ton worked in the Lincoln Mill for 
one year. Following this Mr. Lacroix 
again worked in the Bates Mill, 
then in the R. C. Pingree Saw Mill, 
located where is now the Lewiston 
Water Works Pumping Station. Other 
changes made by Mr. Lacroix included 
five years ' work in an Auburn shoe 
factory, four years in Canada and a 
return to Lewiston where he was 
employed in the grocery store of E. 
Provost & Sons. He also served in the 
Lewiston fire department for 10% 
years, and then embarked in the gro­
cery t rade for himself, remaining 
four years. Following this Mr. La­
croix established his real estate agen­
cy which he has successfully operated 
for the past six years. 

In 1905-0 6, Mr. Lacroix repre­
sented Ward 6 in the Lewiston City 
Council, resigning in the later year 
to be elected a member of the Public 
Works Commission. He served four 
years in this body, a part of the time 
in filling out the unexpired term of 
Faudice Tarr , under mayor Webster. 
He was a Democrat until 1912, when 
he became a Republican. 

In 1875, Mr. Lacroix was married 
in Lewiston to Miss Caroline Sevigny, 
and by this union there have been 

THE STATE OF MAINE 133 

11 children, five of whom are living. 
Throughout his long, diversified 

and honorable career Mr. Lacroix has 
always merited and received the es­
teem of those who have known and 
associated with him, and throughout 
Lewiston particularly he is regarded 
as a citizen of earnest endeavor for 
the future progress and prosperity of 
the city and its people. Mr. Lacroix 
pays a tax of $100 and he is a mem­
ber of Institut Jasques-Cartier, C. O. 
F., Firemen's Relief Association, Al­
liance Civique and Chamber of Com­
merce. 

HON. IRENEE CYR 
Fort Kent 's prominent Franco-

American citizen, and the esteemed 
postmaster of the town, Hon. Irenee 
Cyr, was born in Grand Isle, Me., in 
1874, son of Eloi and Oztie (Levas-
seur) Cyr, and he is one of 11 chil­
dren, five now living. Mr. Cyr's father 
was a native of Madawaska, Me., and 
lie is now living at Livemiore Falls, 
Me., at the age of 7 4 years. His mo­
ther was born in Grand Isle and is 
also residing at Livermore Falls at 
the age of 68. Mr. Cyr was educated 
in Caribou, Me., and first employed as 
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a carpenter. He contiued in this in­
dustry and business for 20 years, 10 
years of which he was engaged in con­
tract building, and retired to become 
postmaster of Fort Kent, appointed 
for a four years term in 1913 by Pres­
ident Wilson. 

Mr. Cyr is one of the most influen­
tial supporters of the Democrat party, 
along the historic St. John Valley, 
and one who is always earnest and 
convincing in advocacy of the party's 
principles. Elected to the Legislature 
in 1911, he served with great credit 
as a member of the Committees on 
County estimates and interior waters. 
Re-elected in 1913, Mr. Cyr served 
on the committee in relation to coun­
ties and interior waters for a second 
time, and in recognition of his valued 
services, evidently, during his first 
term. Being a prominent member of 
the Catholic church, Mr. Cyr was one 
of six delegates, self appointed, who 
visited the Bishop in the interest of 
the Corporation Sole, and who suc­
ceeded in getting measures adjusted 
satisfactory to all concerned. Mr. Cyr 
was one of the founders of the local 
Union St. Jean Baptiste and he is a 
trustee of the St. Jean Society, also a 
member of Union St. Jean Baptiste of 
America, C. O. F., and Modern Wood­
men. Held in esteem by the citizens of 
Fort Kent, irrespective of parties and 
creeds, there is reason to believe that 
still further honors await Mr. Cyr at 
the hands of the voters. 

WILLIAM M. DEVOE 

Fort Kent being a notable shipping 
center for potatoes and a trading 
town for a vast farming region, it 
would not at first thought appear to 
be - very desirable location for a first 
class tailor. Such, however, is the 
fact, and in the person of William M. 
Devoe, who is not only an expert in 
his line of work but the Fort Kent 
representative of the famous Royal 
Tailors of New York and Chicago. Mr. 
Devoe was born in Eagle Lake, Me., 
in 18 80, son of Louis and C^sarie 
(Gagnon) Devoe, and he is one of 
nine children, seven now living. Mr. 
Devoe's father and mother were both 
born in Eagle Lake also, the former 
deceased in 1908 at the age of 52 and 
the later in 189 5. Following his school 
days in Eagle Lake Mr, pevoe pur . 

WILLIAM M. DEVOE 

sued the occupation of farming and 
thus continuing until 22 years of age. 
He then learned the trade of tailor 
and worked thereat in Milinocket for 
three years, following which he be­
came established there in the tailor­
ing business. After eight years, Mr. 
Devoe came to Fort Kent and became 
established as at present. This was in 
1912, and today he enjoys a large and 
continually increasing patronage, es­
pecially among the young men of this 
entire section. A special feature of the 
business is representing the great 
tailoring house known the country 
over as the Royal Tailors, a concern 
that stands unrivalled in the produc­
tion of garments for men. Mr. Devoe 
also makes a specialty of altering 
garments and handling stylish fur­
nishings for men. Mr. Devoe was mar­
ried in Millinocket in July, 1907, to 
Miss Elma Violette and they are with­
out children. In locating in Fort Kent 
Mr. Devoe has become a valued addi­
tion to the business interests of the 
town, one fact alone, that of giving 
handsome and attractive window dis­
plays, showing tha t he is progressive, 
while personally the people hold him 
in high regard for his known public 
spirit and mercanti le integrity. 
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NAPOLEON BOLDUC 

Mr. Napoleon Bolduc, included 
among the leading Franco-American 
business men of Lewiston and an al­
derman of that city, was born in St. 
Francois, Beauce, P. Q., Nov. 8, 1864. 
He is the son of Joseph and Apauline 
Bolduc, both of Canada and now liv­
ing in Dexter. Mr. Bolduc received 
his education in the schools of his 
native town and Dexter, and his first 
employment was in a mill in the later 
town. Mr. Bolduc came to Lewiston 
in 1S90 and secured employment in 
the grocery store of A. T. Reny, con­
tinuing one year. 

Possessing unbounded ambition 
and the necessary confidence that he 
had the ability to gain success in the 
business world, Mr. Bolduc now 
launched his present prosperous gro­
cery and provision store at 126 and 
130 Lincoln Street. 

Mr. Bolduc was first married in 
Canada to a young lady who had lived 
in Lewiston 27 years. His second 
marriage oceured in Lewiston Aug. 
20, 1895, at St. Peter ' s church, to 
Miss Alexandria Marquis. 

Mr. Bolduc has now seven children 
living, and they a re : Mrs. Archer 
Gauthier, Marianne Bolduc, a book­
keeper, Eliane Bolduc, a t Waterville, 
Antoine Bolduc, a t tending college in 
Montreal, Lucia and Rodolphe Bol­
duc, a t tending school in Lewiston, 
and Priscilla Bolduc, five years of age. 

Politically Mr. Bolduc is affiliated 
with the Democrat party, and his in­
fluence and high standing in that 
party is clearly indicated by the fact 
that he has served with great credit 
as a member of the Lewiston City 
Government for seven years. This is 
strengthened by the knowledge that 
he is held in great esteem by citizens 
of all parties and that he was elected 
for the sixth time alderman in the 
Spring election of 1915. Previously Mr 
Bolduc was a member of the Common 
Council two years. 

Mr. Bolduc's pronounced business 
and political achievements, are even 
more surpassed by the consensus of 
opinion among his fellow men, and 
that being that he is one of the most 
progressive and patriotic representa­
tives of his race who has ever settled 
in the " Indus t r ia l Hear t of Maine." 

Mr. Bolduc is a member of Ste-Ma-

rie's church, C. O. P., Insti tut Jacques 
('artier, Modern Woodmen, L. O. O. 
M. and St-Vincent de Paul Society, 
and secretary of the latter. 

HENRY H. GAGNON 

Prominent among the leading bus­
iness men and most influential citi­
zens of Maine's great Northeast is 
Henry H. Gagnon of Van Buren, one 
of Aroostook County's chief border 
towns and located on the St. John riv­
er which divides our state from New 
Brunswick. Mr. Gagnon was born in 
Frenchville, Maine, in 1859, son of 
Antoine and Hortense (Dionne) Ga­
gnon, and he is one of nine children, 
eight now living. Mr. Gagnon's father 
was a native of the Province of Que­
bec, Canada, deceased June 1, 1885, 
and his mother was also born in Cana­
da, deceased in 1893. Following his 
schooldays in Frenchville, Mr. Gagnon 
became employed there as a school 
teacher, thus continuing for six years. 
He then served for five years as a 
store clerk following which he esta­
blished a general store and conducted 
it for three years. On February 26, 
1889, Mr. Gagnon came to Van Buren 
and established his present store, now 
one of the largest stocked and most 
extensively operated general supply 
stores in this entire section of the 
State. 

Mr. Gagnon was married in 188 5, 
in Frenchville to Miss Leah Franck, 
and 12 children have been born to 
them, 11 now living. Mr. Gagnon has 
been a member of the Maine Legisla­
ture twice and represented a differ­
ent town each time. In 1887, he was 
sent to Augusta from Frenchville and 
was a member of the State boundry 
and State roads committee, and in 
19 03 from Van Buren and a member 
of state lands, state roads and Indian 
affairs committees. Public spirited and 
progressive in all matters of passing 
interest, Mr. Gagnon has ever been 
an earnest believer and worker for 
all movements that might benefit the 
town of Van Buren and the people 
collectively, and he is known widely 
for his estimable personal qualities 
as well as business sagacity. Mr. 
Gagnon is universally esteemed as a 
citizen and fraternally he is a mem­
ber of the K. of C. 
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JOSEPH A. DUMAIS 

Numbered among the leading and 
most enterprising business men of 
Van Buren and one of the town's 
most influential Franco-American cit­
izens, is Joseph A. Dumais, extensive­
ly engaged in the retail shoe trade. 
Mr. Dumais was born in Frenchville, 
Me., in 1880, son of Joseph and So­
phie (Michaud) Dumais, the former 
a native of St. Alexandre, P. Q., Ca­
nada, and living in Frenchville at 
the age of 60, and the latter also of 
Canada and living in Frenchville 
aged 57 years. After gaining a public 
school education in Fort Kent, Mr. 
Dumais for five years taught school 
in Frenchville, and then coming to 
Van Buren was employed for five 
years as a store salesman. In this line 
of endeavor Mr. Dumais proved very 
successful and gaining a thorough 
knowledge of modern business meth­
ods and local trade conditions, he de­
cided to enter the field of merchan­
dising on his own behalf. Thus in 
1911, Mr. Dumais formed a partner­
ship with Joseph A. Pelletier and 
opened one of the most modern and 
finest equipped retail shoe stores 
north of Bangor. Today, after only 
about four years of establishment, 
this fine store is widely recognized. 

and largely patronized by people from 
all the surrounding terri tory as well 
as the town and the business conti­
nues to gain in popularity and pres­
tige. The large stock carried often 
runs as high as $5,000 in value. 

Mr. Dumais was married in St. Da­
vid, Me., in 1908, to Miss Anna Le-
Brun and they are the parents of one 
child. As a progressive and patriotic 
citizen of Van Buren, Mr. Dumais has 
always advocated or favored every 
movement that meant a better and 
bigger town and continued prosperity 
for the people, while politically he 
has been an earnest and influential 
upholder of the principles of the Re­
publican party. For three years Mr. 
Dumais served as town treasurer and 
for the same length of time on the 
school board, filling both positions in 
an able and creditable manner, and 
he is now the efficient captain of the 
fire department. Achieving a mercan­
tile high standing, Mr. Dumais has 
not been overlooked for his personal 
good qualities, being held in universal 
esteem by many people. Mr. Dumais 
is a member of Union St. John Bap-
tiste, C. O. F . and Modern Woodmen. 

JOSEPH A. GIRARD 
The city of Westbrook is fortunate 

in having a progressive group of 
young business men who, native born 
and products of the efficient local 
schools, are earnestly endeavoring to 
advance the community in progress 
and prosperity. Not a few of these 
enterprising business men are of 
French-Canadian parentage, and we 
must include among them Joseph Al-
phonse Girard. 

Mr. Girard was born in Westbrook, 
son of Francois X. and Emilie (Mo-
geon) Girard, both natives of Canada, 
the lat ter deceased 31 years, and he 
was one of nine children, all living. 
His father was in the grocery busi­
ness in Westbrook for 30 years, a 
leading merchant of his day and he 
was one of the first French-Canadian 
families to settle here, and he was the 
founder of the local St. John and St. 
Joseph Societies. As the elder Mr. Gi­
rard was out of business for 15 years, 
so his advent in Westbrook was 45 
years ago. making him the oldest es­
tablished Franco-American merchant 
in town and one of t he pioneer set-
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tiers, as well as of business, in the 
State. 

Following his school days in West-
brook Mr. Girard was employed in a 
local laundry, continuing 17 years, 
and then in February. 1914, he esta­
blished his present wet wash laundry. 
This enterprise has already proven 
very successful and steadily gains in 
prestige and patronage. 

Mr. Girard was married in West-
brook, in February, 1901, to Miss 
Rosalie Perron, and they are the 
parents of seven children. Sagacious 
and alert to modern methods, Mr. 
Girard's future business success is 
decidedly full of promise, and he is 
fortunate as well in enjoying the es­
teem and well wishes of many people. 
Mr. Girard is a member of the F. of 
A. 

WILLIAM H. CYR, D. D. S. 
Fort Kent 's efficient and largely 

operating dentist, William Henry Cyr, 
D. D. S . , was born in For t Kent in 
1SS0, son of Fabien and Catherine 
(Lakeyi Cyr. The former was also a 
native of Fort Kent and was drowned 
on April 9. 1S80, and the lat ter was 
born in New Brunswick, deceased in 
1893 at the age of 32 years. Dr. Cyr 
obtained his early education in the 
schools of his home town and Mam-
ramcook. X. B., afterward attending 
the Madawaska Training School at 
Fort Kent, Ste. Marie's College at 
Van Buren, and St. Lawrence College 
Montreal. At the age of 17, Dr. Cyr 
entered Bishop's College of Dentistry 
at Montreal. Following this he prac­
ticed in the dental office of Dr. Brus-
seau in Montreal for two years and 
then in Jack Boyne's office in the 
same city. At the outbreak of the 
Spanish-American war Dr. Cyr enlist­
ed in the Red Cross service from 
Newark, X. J., and was in the battle 
of San Juan Hill with Col. Roosevelt 
where he was wounded. Returning to 
Montreal Dr. Cyr remained there 
some time and then visited the old 
world, remaining in Liverpool, En­
gland, six weeks, Dublin, Iroland, 
four weeks, McGillicuddy Lakes seven 
weeks and in various parts of En­
gland for th ree weeks. Subsequently 
Dr. Cyr visited various parts of the 
Continent, Germany, France and 
Spain and re turning to America spent 

WILLIAM H. CYR, D. D. S. 

some time in New York City and fin­
ally returned to Montreal. Following 
this he worked at his profession in 
Lewiston, Portland and Waterville, 
coming to For t Kent 11 years ago. 
Altogether Dr. Cyr has had 19 years 
active practice in dentistry, and now 
does a large and constantly increas­
ing business in Fort Kent. Dr. Cyr 
was married in Frenchville, Me., Jan. 
18, 1910, to Miss Annie Beatrice Ouel 
lette and they are without children. 
Dr. Cyr is held in high personal as 
well as professional regard, and he is 
a member of the B . P. O. E. 
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REV. FATHER PELLETIER 

The esteemed parish priest of the 
Holy Rosary Catholic church, Cari­
bou, Rev. Father Alfred Pelletier, 
was born in Isle Verte, Temiseouata 
County, P. Q., Canada, December 10, 
1875. In 1881, at the age of six 
years, Father Pelletier came to Lew-
iston with his parents where subse­
quently he attended the parochial 
sisters and brothers schools. After­
wards for two years he attended Le­
vis College at Levis, P. Q., Canada, 
taking a course in philosophy, at the 
Seminary in Montreal. The study of 
theology was pursued by Father 
Pelletier in Quebec, and on June 24, 
1907, he was ordained at St. Peter 's 
church, Lewiston, by Rev. Bishop 
Walsh, and he was temporarily ap­
pointed to South Berwick for three 
months service, In October of the. 

same year Fa ther Pelletier was ap­
pointed curate at Sanford where he 
remained for three years. 

He was then appointed parish 
priest at Sheridan, Me., in 1910, and 
he there remained until August 1, 
1915. While in Sheridan, Father 
Pelletier built the present modern 
church and rectory of the society. 
This is worthy of especial mention, in­
asmuch as the membership of the 
church, at the time of Father Pelle-
tier 's arrival, was very small, in fact, 
there were scarcely 20 people in at­
tendance, and it required therefore 
tedious effort and much energy on the 
part of the Fa ther to carry out his 
plans to the present gratifying re­
sults. There are now about 100 fam­
ilies in at tendance at the church. 
Fa ther Pelletier was appointed parish 
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priest at the Holy Rosary church 
Caribou in August, 1915, and his 
success here is decidedly a repetition 
of his former greatly efficient service 
in Sheridan, for the parish is steadily 
growing in membership. Fa ther Pel-
letier, we are pleased to mention, is 
greatly beloved in the town of Cari­
bou, and not only by his own people 
but by all who have come to know 
him. 

REV. M. JANISSON, S. M. 

Along the picturesque 9t. John 
river are various historic towns remi­
niscent of the early sett lement of the 
French in Maine, and now decidedly 
Franco-American in character. 
Among these frontier towns is Grand 
Isle and there located, in the village 
of Lisle, is the parish church Mont 
Carmel. The esteemed parish priest, 
Rev. M. Janisson, S. M. was born in 
St. Stephen, France, March 3, 1853, 
son of Pierre and Jane (Grange) 
Janisson, and he is one of eight 
children, and the only servivor. His 
father and mother were both natives 
of France, the former deceased 32 
years ago and the later 35 years ago. 
Father Janisson was educated in the 
schools of St. Stephen and the semi­
nary of Alix, France, where he stud­
ied philosophy, and the seminary of 
Lyons, France, where theology was 
studied. He was ordained priest at 
Belley, France, in 1876, and stationed 
at Toulon, France, then for one year 
he was located at St. d i a m o n d , Fran­
ce. Fa ther Janisson then came to 
America ajnd first was located in 
Lawrence, Mass., where he remained 
seven years, and then went to Van 
Buren, Me., where he was the parish 
priest for 16% years. In 1912. Fa ther 
Janisson was appointed parish priest 
at Grand Isle. Here he has repeated 
his successful efforts in behalf of the 
people as at other parishes, and prov­
en a valued friend as well as earnest 
spiritual adviser, becoming greatly 
beloved here as he was during his 
long pastorate at Van Buren. Fa ther 
Janisson is a member of the Society 
of Mary, properly named Marist fa­
thers, 

EDOUARD A. LACROIX 
The various characteristics that 

have gained for the French-Canadian 
people a notable foothold and stand­
ing in the New England States, such 
as untiring energy, unbounded am­
bition and sterling integrity, as 
shown in many of their business and 
professional men, is well-illustrated 
in Edouard Alphonse Lacroix, Esq., 
a rising young lawyer of Lewiston. 

Mr. Lacroix was born in Newry, 
Maine, June 20, 1886, and he was 
educated in the parochial schools and 
the Bliss Business College of Lewis-
ton. After working in his father's 
grocery store in Lewiston for one 
year, Mr. Lacroix, having developed 
a pronounced musical talent, became 
a member, in 1897 of St. Cecile Or­
chestra, under the direction of 
brother Aymon, playing the violin. 
When the St. Cecile band was organ­
ized in 1899, Mr. Lacroix became a 
member, playing alto, and he also 
played in the St. Dominique band. 

In 1907, Mr. Lacroix became a 
teacher of music and the French 
language at the Military Academy, St. 
Albans, Vt. Following this he was em­
ployed by the L. A. & W. Street 
Railway Co. for one year as a con­
ductor, then for one year as shipping 
clerk for the Lunn & Sweet Shoe Co., 
of Auburn. 

Ambitious to enter the practice of 
law, Mr. Lacroix studied for over 
three years with A. T. L'Heureux and 
S. J. Kelley, and on August 26, 1913, 
he passed his examination with dis­
tinction at Port land and was ad­
mitted to the bar. 

Mr. Lacroix was married in Auburn 
July 6, 1914, to Miss Marie Lgontine 
Michaud, and a child was born to 
them April 13, 1915. Mr. Lacroix is 
largely a self-made man, although 
greatly favored with nature as to his 
talents in connection with the law 
and music. Highly regarded in these 
respects, he is no less esteemed for 
his estimable personal qualities. 

Mr. Lacroix is a republican in pol­
itics and a member of the Andros­
coggin Bar Association, the C. O. F., 
past chief ranger of St. Marie Court, 
the Cerele Canadien, and has been 
through all the chairs of that club 
except the presidency which he de­
clined to accept, and Alliance Civique 
for three years its secretary. 
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ARTHUR DUSSAULT 

Lewiston's well known and promi­
nent pharmacist, Mr. Arthur Dussault, 
was born in Manchester, N. H., in 
1879, son of Nelson and Adeline (Pa-
radis) Dussault, and he is one of 
eight children, four of whom are liv­
ing, three sisters and himself. Mr. 
Dussault, was educated in the schools 
of Manchester, the Christian Brothers 
College at Quebec, Canada, Ste- Marie 
Beauce and Sherbrooke, Canada, Sem­
inary. His first employment was as 
drug clerk at Somersworth, N. H., 
where he remained three years, after 
which he went to Ohio and entered 
the Northern University, graduating 
in two years and passing the board of 
P. H. G. Subsequently Mr. Dussault 
passed similar boards in the States of 
Maine and New Hampshire, and is 
now a registered druggist in these 
States. After serving further in the 
capacity of drug clerk for a few 
months, Mr. Dussault came to Lewis-
ton and entered the employ of J. E. 

Martineau, remaining one year, when, 
in 1904, he bought out the business, 
as at present, and now considered to 
be one of the best equipped and most 
reliable pharmacies in the city. 

Mr. Dussault was married in Sep­
tember, 1907, to Miss Sarah Hinse of 
Lewiston, and two children have been 
born to them, one now living, Gracien-
ne, seven years of age. As a progress­
ive business man, alert to modern and 
enterprising methods, Lewiston has 
no abler representative among its 
Franco-American citizens than Mr. 
Dussault, while as a pharmacist of 
efficiency his reputation equals the 
best, and in thus plainly so stating, 
we but voice the sentiment of others 
and those qualified to express it. Mr. 
Dussault 's personality is no less pro­
nounced, winning for him hosts of 
friends and the esteem of many others 
and he is a member of Maine Pharma­
ceutical Association. 
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JOSEPH SYLVIO DUGAL 

Located in the picturesque town of 
Ste. Agathe, in the historic St. John 
river valley, is one of the most mod­
ern and best equipped general stores 
in Northern Maine, that of Joseph 
Sylvio Dugal, town treasurer , and 
a leading business man of this fertile 
and prosperous farming section nota­
ble for its early French settlement. 
Mr. Dugal was born in Riviere du 
Loup, Canada, in 1S75, son of Char­
les and Venerende (Damour) Dugal, 
and he is one of 15 children, seven 
now living. His father was a native 
of the Province of Quebec. Canada, 
deceased in 1900, and his mother was 
born in Trois Pistoles, P. Q., Canada, 
deceased in 1S85. Mr. Dugal obtained 
his early education in the public 
schools and Riviere du Loup College, 
subsequently graduat ing from Que­
bec Seminary, City of Quebec. He was 
first employed as a clerk in a shoe 
store at Riviere du Loup, continuing 
one year, and then going to Edmuns-
ton, X. B., he was, for four years, a 
salesman there in a general store and 
in the capacity of book-keeper one 
year. Mr. Dugal then went to St. Hi-
laire, N. B., where he served as a 
salesman two years in a general store 
and as manager two years. Coming 
to St. Agathe, Mr. Dugal was mana­
ger of a general store 14 months and 
then determined to go into business 
for himself, which he did by the es­
tablishment of a general store. This 
was in 1900, and the enterprise prov­
ing successful Mr. Dugal also engaged 
extensively in handling hay, potato 
starch and fertilizer, of the lat ter from 
12 to 15 carloads annually. In ad­
dition to these largely operated lines 
of business Mr. Dugal is a member of 
a corporation operating a starch fac­
tory and is its manager. Mr. Dugal 
was married in St. Hilaire, N. B., in 
1896, to Miss Melina Michaud, and 
five children have been born to them, 
four of whom are living. 

After being 14 years in business 
Mr. Dugal built the most modern 
store building in the town, and one 
of the best aloner the entire Northern 
Ma'ne border. It is t" '0 stories and 
basement, 35x55 feet, and equipped 
with furnace heat, hot and cold wa­
ter, bath tub, lavatory and various 
other modern improvements. Mr. Du­
gal has been the efficient treasurer of 
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JOSEPH S. DUGAL 

the town since 1912, and he was 
superintendent of schools from 1905 
to 1910. Fraternal ly Mr. Dugal is af­
filiated with the C. M. B. A., Union 
St. Jean Baptiste, C. O. F . , and K. 
of C. At the recent National Conven­
tion of the C. O. F . , at Louisville, 
Ky., Mr. Dugal was a representative 
from this section of Maine. Achieving 
great success in business, Mr. Dugal 
has in a no less sence gained a high 
personal standing and enjoys not only 
the esteem of the community in which 
he Is located but throughout this 
great area of potato production. 
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PHILIPPE A. ROY AND FAMILY 

PHILIPPE A. ROY 

Notable in historic memory of early 
French settlement and today North­
ern Maine's chief centre of t rade and 
potato shipping point for a vast farm­
ing region, Fort Kent, located on the 
beautiful valley of the St. John gives 
promise of a still more important fu­
ture. Prominent among its live 
and prosperous business men is Phi­
lippe A. Roy, an extensive dealer in 
general merchandise. Mr. Roy was 
born in Frenchville, Me., in 1879, son 
of Philippe and Marie (Tardif) Roy, 
and he is one of 12 children, nine now 
living. Mr. Roy's father and mother 
were also natives of Frenchville, the 
former living at the age of 64 and the 
later at the age of 56 years. Mr. Roy, 
subsequent to graduating from the 
Fort Kent training school was em­
ployed for eight years as a school 
teacher. He then became a scaler and 
book-keeper for the Stockholm Lum­
ber Co., of Stockholm, Me., and thus 
continued for three years. Mr. Roy 

then embarked in business for him­
self, opening a meat and grocery store 
at Stockholm with B. P. Roy. After 
two years, Mr. Roy sold out his inter­
est and coming to For t Kent, in 1908, 
established his present general store. 
This store is generally regarded as 
one of the best stocked and largest 
patronized in upper Aroostook Coun­
ty and steadily gains in prestige and 
popularity. Mr. Roy was married in 
St. Francis in July, 1909 to Miss Lina 
Thibodeau and three children have 
been born to them, all of whom are 
living. Not only is Mr. Roy prom­
inent and sagacious in business, but 
he is also regarded as among the 
leaders in thought and action in this 
entire section of our State and uni­
versally esteemed as a citizen who has 
at heart the best interests of the 
town and the future progress and 
prosperity of the people. Mr. Roy is 
now serving his third term as a mem­
ber of the town school committee and 
his second term of three years as a 
member of the board of health. Fra­
ternally, Mr. Roy is affiliated with the 
C. O. F. and Union St. Jean Baptiste. 
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A. A. VERVILLE, D. D. S. 

In these progressive days of applied 
science it is manifest tha t the young­
er men attached to the medical and 
dental professions are gaining promi­
nence far more rapidly than was cus­
tomary in the years that have passed. 
It is part icularly t rue of those of 
F'rench-Canadian parentage but na­
tive birth, and in this relation we 
present an efficient representative in 
Adelard Albert Verville, D. D. S., of 
Waterville. Dr. Verville was born in 
Waterville Aug. 2, 1SS9, son of Ame-
dee and Elizabeth (Rodriguei Vervil­
le, and he is one of 13 children, three 
boys and two girls now living. His 
father was born in f'anada and is now 
living in Watervil le at the age of 60, 
and his mother was born in Water­
ville and died in 1911. 

Dr. Verville obtained his early ed­
ucation in the parochial schools of his 
native city and that relative to den­
tistry in the celebrated Baltimore 
College of Dental Surgery, having 
previously studied under a special 
preparatory tutor. Commencing prac­
tice in Watervi l le in 1913, Dr. Ver­
ville has one of the most modernly 
equipped dental office in the Kenne­

bec Valley, and already he has gained 
wide recognition for efficiency of serv­
ice, a statement not of our own con­
ception entirely but that of many 
others, and who are better qualified 
to so assert. 

Dr. Verville was married in Lew-
iston in June, 1914, to Miss Deliska 
X. Martel. Progressive in ideas, mod­
ern in method and earnestly public 
spirited, we predict for Dr. Verville a 
brilliant and prosperous future, and 
certain it is tha t in this he has the 
well wishes of many Waterville peo­
ple. Esteemed highly in social and 
commercial circles, as well as profes­
sionally, Dr. Verville is a member of 
the F. O. B., K. of C ., C . O . F . and 
Union St. Jean Baptiste. 

JEAN B. PELLETIER, Esq. 
Piominent in the practice of law, 

and one of the most influential Fran­
co-American citizens of Northern 
Maine, is Jean Baptiste Pelletier, re­
siding in Van Buren, Aroostook Coun­
ty. Mr. Pelletier was born in Cyr 
Plantation, March, 2, 1881, son of 
Belone and Adelaide (Michaud) Pel­
letier, and he is one of four children, 

ed all living. His father was born in St-
lg- Francis, Me., deceased in 1883, and 
nd his mother was a native of Van 
ni- Buren, deceased in Pall of 1881. Mr. 
us- Pelletier is a graduate of Ste. Marie 
3d. College of Van Buren, class of 1900, 
of subsequently studying law, and he 

la- was admitted to the bar April 13, 
we 1909. He commenced the active prac-
in tice of law upon the same date, in 
of Van Buren, and has successfully con-
in tinued as at present, 

le- Mr. Pelletier was married in Van 
'il- Buren on January 9, 1911, to Miss 
•ee Rose M. Dionne, and two children 
l is have been born to them, one of whom 
ow is living. During the period of his 
50, active practice, some over six years, 
er- Mr. Pelletier has gained wide recog­

nition throughout Aroostook County 
id- for his professional ability, and he 
his has consequently built up a lucrative 
m- practice in a comparatively short 
)re time. This means, doubtless, that, Mr. 
ng Pelletier being still young in service 
ial as well as years, tha t far greater suc-
ac- cess avaits him in the future, and it 
er- may also mean to include hono-s of 
lly an official nature. Bv this we refer to 
le- the fact that Mr. Pelletier is an earn-
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est advocate of the principles of the 
Democratic party, and one of its most 
affective workers for results, wielding 
an important influence among the 
Franco-American citizens of this sec­
tion of the State. Serving as a mem­
ber of the Legislature in 1911 with 
great credit to himself and consti­
tuents, Mr. Pelletier seems likely to 
obtain further prominence in public 
affairs. While in the Legislature Mr. 
Pelletier was a member of the Com­
mittee on legal affairs. He enjoys the 
esteem of his fellow citizens regard­
less of Nationality, and he is a mem­
ber of the C. 0. F . and Modern Wood­
men, K. of C. 

ARTHUR D. LEVESQUE 

In Aroostook County, world famous 
for potato production, and located in 
the decidedly Franco-American town 
of Frenchville, one of the most pic­
turesque of Maine's border towns is 
Arthur D. Levesque, having the dis­
tinction of being the youngest busi­
ness man in the State engaged in 
buying and shipping potatoes. Mr. 
Levesque was born in Frenchville, in 
1891, and educated at the Holy Ros­
ary School at upper Frenchvil 'e and at 
Shaws Business College, Quebec. He 
was first employed as a potato buyer, 
there gaining a thorough knowledge 
of the business, and in 1914 estab­
lished a general store and embarked 
extensively in potato buying and ship­
ping. The same year Mr. Levesque's 
potato house was destroyed by fire, 
'-"t this is only a temporary loss as he 
is now building a new, larger and bet­
ter house for the storage of potatoes, 

and doubtless will engage in the busi­
ness more extensively than ever. The 
new house will have two floors and 
the area, be 40x60 feet. 

Mr. Levesque was married in 
Frenchville in 1913, to Miss Anna 
Deschenes, a native of the town, and 
they are the parents of one child. 
Young as he is, Mr. Levesque is' con­
sidered to be one of the most saga­
cious potato merchants in Northern 
Maine, and in fact he is also regarded 
as one of the most progressive Fran­
co-American business men in the St. 
John river valley. On an average he 
ships 125 cars of potatoes, 600 bush­
els to the car. They are all sold 
through New England and by Bos­
ton and New York brokers. Acheiving 
commercial success, Mr. Levesque has 
also gained a high personal standing 
in the community and he is a membeT 
of the C. O. A. of N. B. and Union St. 
Jean Baptis te . 

REV. M. THOUVENIN, S- M. 
We take pleasure in presenting as 

the subject of our present sketch one 
of widely recognized value as an edu­
cator, the esteemed president of St. 
Mary's College, "Van Buren, the Rev. 
Mathieu Thouvenin. Father Thouve­
nin was born in Metz, France, and he 
there gained his early education. 
Subsequently he pursued the study 
of theology at Dundalk, Ireland, and 
where, in 1879, he was ordained to 
the priesthood. Coming to America 
Fa the r Thouvenin located in New 
Orleans and attended Jefferson Col­
lege. He remained from 1882 until 
1904, the lat ter year representing 
his advent in "Van Buren and appoint­
ment to the important position of su­
perior, or President of St. Mary's 
Colleger This excellent educational 
institution is spoken of more parti­
cularly elsewhere in. this volume. 
Fa ther Thouvenin has full charge of 
the college and the superintendency 
of 12 teachers. 

In stating that Fa ther Tho'ivenin 
fills very acceptably the position of 
college presidency at St. Mary's, we 
but repeat the concensus of opinion of 
others and those who are far better 
qualified to judge, and we learn from 
the business and professional men of 
Van Buren that he is held in the high­
est regard personally. 
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FRED J. PARENT 
Many of Maine's ablest, most pro­

gressive and prosperous Franco-
American business men are located 
in the vast Northern Section of the 
State, and it is a notable fact that a 
large percentage of them were born 
in this great potato farming region. 
A prominent example, and one large­
ly interested in handling supplies for 
farmers and potato buying, is Mr. 
Fred J. Parent of Van Buren. Mr. 
Parent was born in Hamilton Planta­
tion, Me., 186S, son of John and 
Elizabeth (Violette) Parent , and he 
is the only child living of two born. 
His father is also a native of Hamil­
ton Plantat ion, now 7 6 years of age, 
and his mother was born in Van 
Buren, deceased in 18 69. Following 
his school days in Hamilton Planta­
tion, Mr. Paren t engaged in farming 
and thus continued until 35 years of 
age. Being now ambit ious to enter 
and succeed in commercialism and 
feeling qualified to meet all require­
ments, Mr. Paren t started, in 1903, 
his present extensive business, large­
ly tha t of furnishing the farmers with 
agricultural implements and machin­
ery, and dealing extensively in gene­
ral merchandise. This enterprise has 
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proven remarkably successful, as has 
also that of potato buying and ship­
ping, a venture in which Mr. Parent 
embarked at about the same time he 
opened his general store. 

Mr. Parent personally conducts a 
farm of 120 acres at Hamlin, 75 
acres being cleared. Here he pursues 
all the latest methods of farming and 
employs the most improved machi­
nery. Some 2,500 barrels of potatoes, 
S00 bushels of grain and 45 tons of 
hay are raised annually. The farm is 
located six miles from Van Buren and 
shipments are made from here. 

Mr. Parent was married in Van 
Buren in 190S, to Miss Maggie Smith 
and five children have been born to 
them, four now living. During Mr. 
Parent 's residence and years of bus­
iness activity in Van Buren, he has 
always enjoyed the esteem of his 
fellow citizens and borne a widely 
recognized reputation for business in­
tegrity as well as sagacity. Moreover, 
his personal standing is fully in keep­
ing with that in relation to business, 
and he was elected selectman of Van 
Buren and so served in 1900, by his 
fellow citizens irrespective of nationr 
ality or political affiliation. Mr. Pa­
rent is a member of Union St. John 
Baptiste of America. 
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Rev. JOSEPH 0. CASAVANT 

The Reverend Father Casavant was 
born in St. Ours, Province of Quebec, 
Canada, in 1874 and came to the 
Siates with his parents at the age of 
7 years. He attended the schools in 
Adams, Mass., a few years and re­
turned with his parents to Canada 
and was educated in St. Hyacinthe in 
both philosophy and theology, at the 
Seminary there, and prepared for or­
dination to the priesthood in Bright-
ton, Mass., being ordained in Holy 
Cross Cathederal, Boston, in 1896 by 
Arch. Bishop Williams and said his 
first High Mass in North Adams Mass, 
He was ordained for the diocease of 
Portland and was assigned as assis­
tant to the Rev. Fa ther Charland of 
Waterville where he remained about 
five years; from there he was sent to 
Westbrook, later to Ellsworth and 
then to Ashland and in June 190 2, 
he was appointed by Bishop O'Con-
nell as parish priest at Springvale 
and had charge of the mission dis­
trict from Rochester, N. H., to the 

Saco River. Fa ther Casavant built the 
church at Kcnnehunkport in 1903 
anid the church a t Kennebunk in 
1905. The present church property in 
Springvale is for sale and Father Ca­
savant has purchased one of the best 
and most centrally located properties 
there and in the near future will 
erect a handsome church edifice, con­
vent and school building. Father 
Casavant is the son of C16ophas and 
Philomene (Je t te) Casavant, and was 
one of 11 children, two of whom are 
living. His father was born in the 
Province of Quebec, Canada, deceased 
in 1906, aged 63. His mother was 
also a native of Canada and is living 
and very active at the advanced age 
of 77 years. Fa ther Casavant is not 
only interested in his own people but 
takes a deep interest in all public 
spirited affairs and is very well liked 
by all the people of Sanford and 
vicinity, reerardless of nationality, 
where he has been located for the 
past 14 years. 
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Hon. ALBERT 0. MARCILLE 

Biddeford's highly esteemed ex-
mayor and prominent citizen, Albert 
0. Marcille, has not only the honor 
of having served with great credit 
as mayor of that important industrial 
city, but the distinction of having 
been the first Franco-American in the 
State elected to this high office. In 
point of fact he is one of two of his 
race to thus serve, the other being 
ex-mayor Wiseman of Lewiston. Mr. 
Marcille must share this honor with 
those other than his race, for al­
though he was born of French-Cana­
dian parentage, he is contingent to 
the soil inasmuch as he was born in 
Saco, Maine, on April 13, 1876. Mr. 
Marcille is the son of George and 
Mary (O'Sullivan) Marcille, both na­
tives of Canada, the former living in 
Biddeford at the age of 62 years and 
the la t te r also residing in tha t city. 

Subsequent to graduat ing from the 
Biddeford High School, Mr, Marcille 
became employed at quarry work ana 
Stone cutting, thus continuing for 

eight years. He then became a clerk 
in a grocery store, remaining three 
years. Following this, or during the 
years 1907 to 1909 inclusive, Mr. 
Marcille served as city clerk of Bid­
deford, and he was first elected mayor 
of the city in 1910. His creditable 
record during this term assured him 
of re-election and service in the 
years of 1911 and 1912. Mr. Marcille 
is a firm, earnest and influential ad­
vocate of the principles of the Dem­
ocratic party and as mayor, bus­
iness man and citizen, he enjoyed the 
esteem of many men of all parties and 
decidedly regardless of nationality. 
Mr. Marcille was in the grocery busi­
ness for two years and in September 
1914, became a clerk in the post of­
fice of Biddeford as he is at present. 

Mr. Marcille was married in Bid­
deford in 1901, to Miss Emma Ber­
geron and five children have been 
born to them, three of whom are liv­
ing. Other official and public honors 
have been conferred upon Mr. Marcil­
le, notably serving as a trustee for 
three years of the Maine hospital for 
the insane and as a member of the 
Biddeford police commission for three 
years from 1911. He was also a mem­
ber of the Biddeford school board in 
1901-02-03, and chairman of that 
body while mayor. In conclusion we 
may add that Mr. Marcille is held in 
such high regard in Biddeford and 
York County, that it seems probable 
that future greater honors await 
him at the hands of his fellow citi­
zens. 
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HENRY RENY, A. M., Ph. G., M. D., M. E. 

An inspiring example of Franco-
American distinction gained in the 
professions is furnished in the sub­
ject of our present sketch, Henry 
Reny of Biddeford, holding the de­
gress of A. M., Ph. G., M. D., and 
M. E . , and an honored citizen as 
well for his estimable personal qua­
lities. Dr. Reny was born in Water-
ville, Maine, March 23. 1856, son of 
George and Clothilda (Mathieu) Reny 
both natives of Canada, the former 
deceased in Biddeford in 1886, and 
the latter in 1901. Dr. Renv obta'ned 
his early education in the public 
schools of Biddeford, and in 1885 
graduated from the Maine Eclect !c 
school of Lewiston,. but he may be 
considered a self-educated man in 

light of his scientific knowledge and 
pronounced achievements. His know­
ledge of drugs was largely gained at 
the National Insti tute of Pharmacy 
from which he graduated in 1883 
with the degree of Ph. G. Dr. Reny 
also received an honorary degree of 
A. M. from the Potomac University 
of Washington and he commenced ac­
tive practice in 1885, in Gardiner, 
Mass., continuing one year, and then 
located in Biddeford as at present. 
Dr. Reny was first married in 1879, 
in Biddeford, to Mi=;s Malvina Beli-
veau, deceased in 1882. and one child 
was born to them who is now living. 
In 1884, he was married to Miss CiV-
na Smith of Lewiston. deceased in 
1899. Three children were the result 
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of this union, two of whom are living. 
In 1900, Dr. Reny was again married, 
in Biddeford, to Miss Mary Robin, 
deceased in 1901. By this marriage 
there was one child, now living. Dr. 
Reny again assumed the bonds of 
matrimony in 1903, having been 
married in Lewiston to Miss Mary 
McGraw, and they are without chil­
dren. Always deeply interested in the 
advancement and progress of Bidde­
ford, Dr. Reny has been influential in 
municipal affairs and he served with 
credit for three years in the Common 
Council, two years in succession. Dr. 
Reny is ex-president and a member 
of the Maine Eclectic Medical Society, 
also a member of the Xew England 
Eclectic Medical Association and the 
Xational Eclectic Medical Association, 
and he is now president of the Alum­
ni Society of the Potomac University, 
and medical examiner of the Modern 
Woodmen and C. O. P . 

Dr. Reny is now compelled to con­
fine his large practice to that of of­
fice service, and both professionally 
and as a citizen, he is held in univer­
sal esteem in all circles of society 
throughout Biddeford and vicinity. 
His office and residence is at 61 
Beacon street. 

JOSEPH M. BOUCHARD 

In that vast region of Northern 
Maine devoted largely to lumbering 
and farming, business pursui ts are 
largely engaged in by the enterpris­
ing Franco-Americans. However, the 
professions also have their able ex­
ponents. In this connection we pre­
sent Mr. Joseph Michel Bouchard, <• 
prominent photographer of the thriv­
ing town of Van Buren in Aroostook 
County. Mr. Bouchard was born in 
Xotre-Dame du Lac, P. Q., Canada, 
in 1869, son of Alexandre and Philo-
mene (Paradis) Bouchard. His par­
ents were both natives of Canada, his 
father deceased in 1897 and his 
mother still living at the age of 7 6 
years. After obtaining a public school 
education in his home town, Mr. 
Bouchard went to Lewiston, then 18 
years of age, and became employed in 
the textile industry, thus continuing 
in the Androscoggin Mill for two 
years. He later left the mills and re­
mained in Lewiston where he was em­
ployed at various pursuits for six 

JOSEPH M. BOUCHARD 

years, when he returned to Canada 
and there remained for several years. 
In 1902, MrK Bouchard came to Van 
Buren and embarked in the business 
of photography. This venture has 
proven very successful and placed Mr. 
Bouchard among the most efficient 
and largest operating art ist photogra­
phers in Aroostook County. 

Mr. Bouchard was married in Van 
Buren in 1912, to Miss Eveline Sirois 
and they are without children. Pos­
sessing to an unusual degree the true 
artistic temperament in relation to 
the art of photography, Mr. Bouchard 
has achieved pronounced success in 
its practice, and since locating in Van 
Buren he has gained as well a high 
personal standing. Fraternal ly Mr. 
Bouchard is a member of the C. O. F. 
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LOUIS NOE ALBERT, M. D. 

Van Buren's esteemed physician, 
Louis Noe Albert, M. D., was born in 
Isle Verte, P. Q., Canada, in 1869, 
son of Pierre and Febronie (Rioux) 
Albert, both natives of Canada and 
deceased, the former in 1869 and the 
latter in 189 fi. Dr. Albert obtained 
his early education in the public 
schools and Rimouski, Canada, Col­
lege, and that in relation to medicine 
at the celebrated Laval University of 
Montreal, Canada, where he received 
the degree of M. D. in 1897. 

Dr. Albert commenced active prac­
tice at St. Anne, N. B., where he re­
mained seven years and then, in 1904, 
came to Van Buren. Quickley gaining 
recognition for professional efficiency, 
Dr. Albert is now regarded as one of 
the leading Franco-American physi­
cians of Northern Maine, not only 
achieving professional success but a 
high personal standing. 

Dr. Albert was married in Montreal 
in February, 1S98, to Miss Augustine 
Hervieux and six children have been 
born to them, five of whom are living, 
all boys. Dr. Albert is also the pro­
prietor of a pharmacy in Van Buren, 
firm name of Albert & Fils, and wide­
ly known for its modern equipment, 
reliability and general excellence of 

service. Dr. Albert has served two 
terms as town physician and on the 
board of health for six years, and he 
is medical examiner for many insur­
ance companies, a. member and ex­
amining physician for both courts of 
Union St. John Baptiste, and also a 
member of the Modern Woodmen and 
Maine Medical Association. 

The personnel of Dr. Albert is fully 
in keeping with his professional abili­
ty and acumen, being a citizen of deep 
regard for the welfare of the people, 
their future progress and prosperity 
and the advancement of the town, 
all of which finds response in the uni­
versal esteem in which he is held in 
Van Buren and the surrounding com­
munity. 

RODOLPHE HAMEL 
The subject of our present sketch, 

Mr. Rodolphe Hamel, is one of Lew-
iston's rising young business men 
and a leading jeweler. He was born 
in Warwick, Canada, and coming to 
Lewiston with his parents at an early 
age, was educated in Canada and the 
public schools of Lewiston. Mr. Ha­
mel was first employed in the Lew­
iston Bleachery and Dye Works, 
from 1900 to 1904, and then by N. 
H. Hamel in the jewelry business, 
1904 to 1909. Subsequently for two 
years he was a commercial traveler 
in the jewelry trade, his field of oper­
ations being in the Canadian North 
West, visiting such important points 
as Alberta and Saskatchewan, B. C. 

In 1911, Mr. Hamel embarked in 
the retail jewelry business in Lewis-
ton, located at 284 Lisbon street. In 
May, 1914, he moved to his present, 
more advantageous location at 240 
Lisbon street. This is one of the 
finest equipped jewelry stores in 
Androscoggin County and was es­
pecially fitted up for the business, 
and under Mr. Hamel 's personal su­
pervision. The result, tha t of a 
marked increase of patronage and 
prestige, has been very gratifying to 
Mr, Hamel and his numerous friends. 
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Not only does Mr. Hamel have a 
very high standing in business circles, 
but his estimable personality extends 
widely, gaining for him the esteem 
of many people in all walks of life. 
M. Hamel is also prominent soeia'ly 
and fraternally, being a member of 
the K. of C . Association St. Domini 
que, Artisan Canadian, Insti tut Jac­
ques Cartier, French Fores ters of 
America, Musical and Literary Club. 
Modern Woodmen and Cercle Laurier 
of Auburn. 

The fa their of Rodolphe Hame1 

Joseph Hamel, was a native of Cana­
da and he came to Lewiston in 19 00 
and died in April 1914. Rodolphe's 
mother, Marie Xoel Hame'.. d'ed in 
Canada in 1S97. Six children came to 
Lewiston with the father, those in 
addition to Rodo'phe being Ernest. 
now in the State of Washington. 
Ovila, a Lewiston business man, Do-
nat, in the employ of Rodolphe, Ro-
sanna, wife of Alex Tardiff, and Cy-
rille, a resident of Augusta. CHARLES O. NORMAND 

CHARLES 0. NORMAND 

In the principal textile centres ot 
industrial Maine, largely populated 
by the French-Canadian people for 
many years, the younger element of 
the race is now forging to the front in 
lines of business, the professions and 
positions of trust . This fact brings to 
mind the subject of our present 
sketch, Mr. Charles O. Normand. a 
well-known employe of the Lewiston 
Trust Co. 

Mr. Normand was born in St. Pas­
chal, P. Q., Canada, in 1890, son of 
Charles F . and L ida (Langelieri 
Normand, and he is one of nine chil­
dren, seven of whom are living. 
His parents a r e both natives of Cana­
da and they are living in Lewiston, 
coming here when Charles was two 
years of age. Mr. Normand was edu­
cated in the public schools of Lewis-
ton, graduat ing from the Frye Gram­
mar School, and the Bliss Business 
College. He was first employed in the 
office of the Cushman-Hollis Shoe 
Manufacturing Company in the ad­

joining city of Auburn, remaining a 
short time, and then for 14 months 
was in the employ of the Bates Manu­
facturing Co. of Lewiston. Following 
this Mr. Normand entered the services 
of the Lewiston Trust Co., and he has 
thus continued for the past 7% years. 
Capable, energetic and alert to mo­
dern business methods, Mr. Normand 
seems certain of future advancement, 
facts which, when allied with an es­
timable personality and upright char­
acter, give gratifying promise to his 
many friends and hosts of well-wish­
ing acquaintances. Mr. Normand is 
unmarried and a member of A. S. D., 
Institut Jacques Cartier, Camp Lau­
rier of Modern Woodmen, L. O. O. M. 
and the Ariel Club. 
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Mr. ALFRED BONNEATJ 
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ALFRED BONNEAU ALFRED BONNEAU JOSEPH CARRIER 

Biddeford's prominent Franco-
American citizen and able journalist , 
Alfred Bonneau, editor of La Justice] 
was born in St. Johns, P. Q., Canada 
October 14, 1862, son of Alfred and 
Philomene (Lussier) Bonneau, and he 
is one of 12 children, two boys now 
living. Both parents were natives of 
Canada, his father deceased in 1S96 
at Southbridge, Mass., and his mother 
still living there at the age of 7 7. Mr. 
Bonneau was educated at the Chris­
tian Brothers Academy, St. Johns, 
and Seminaries of St. Therese and St. 
Hyacinthe, Canada, graduat ing from 
the latter in 1SS1. Oct. 20, 1895, in 
Biddeford, Mr. Bonneau was married 
to Miss Anna Tetrault and no children 
were born to them. 

Mr. Bonneau began his life's work 
and newspaper career in 1889, as 
editor of L'Etoile at Lowell, Mass., 
thus continuing for four years, or 
until Xov. 1893. He then became 
editor of L'Observateur, Biddeford, 
so remaining three years, or from No­
vember 1893 to May, 1896. In the 
latter year Mr. Bonneau launched his 
present journal , La Justice de Bidde­
ford, an enterprise that has proven 
remarkably successful and is now 
regarded as among the leading Fran­
co-American newspapers of New En­
gland. Politically, Mr. Bonneau is a 
Republican and wielding a t renchant 
pen he does valiant service in support 
of the principles of that party, and 
he is not only influential among 
those of his own race but exerts an 
influence that is effectual irrespective 
of nationality, extending as it does 
throughout this section of the state. 

Mr. Bonneau was one of the foun­
ders of "La Cause Xationale" of the 
State of Maine, a. char ter member of 
Cercle Frontenac and formerly a 
commissioner of the Superior Court 
of the Province of Quebec. He served 
with credit as a member of the Bidde­
ford school board for three years and 
as overseer of the poor in 1899 to 
1901. Frat/ernally Mr. Bonneau is 
affiliated with "Socipte Historique 
Franco-Amerieaine," the local and 
American Union St. Jean Baptiste and 
Artisans. He is regarded as a pro­
nounced representat ive of progressive 
thought and action among the Franco 
Americans of Biddeford. 
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Maine's prominent industrial city, 
Biddeford, being largely populated by 
French Canadians and those of this 
parentage, is natural ly well repre­
sented by men of the race in all walks 
of life. Prominent among their most 
enterprising business men, and a pio­
neer Canadian settler in Biddeford, is 
Mr. Joseph Carrier, the widely and 
favorably known proprietor of Car­
rier 's market . Mr. Carrier was born in 
Pointe Levis, P. Q., Canada, and there 
educated. His father, Napoleon Car­
rier, is still living in Biddeford at the 
age of 82 years, and his mother, Sa 
rah (Jul ian) Carrier, died in_ Bidde­
ford in 1910. There were 10 children 
born to them and five are now living. 

Mr. Carrier came to Biddeford 40 
years ago, and during his residence 
here he has witnessed practically all 
of the large French-Canadian immi­
gration to this important textile city. 
He was first employed as a butcher 
and then, in 1882, or 33 years ago, 
was instrumental in founding Carrier 
Bros. Market, an enterprise that 
proved very successful. His brother, 
Leon Carrier, retired from the firm 
15 years ago ad returned to Canada, 
the business then becoming known as 
Carrier 's Market, as at present. Mr. 
Carrier was married in Biddeford in 
1883, to Miss Helen Sylvester and 10 
children have been born to them, all 
of whom are living. Throughout his 
long and honorable residence in Bid­
deford, and as a pioneer Franco-Amer 
ican business man as well as citizen, 
Mr. Carrier has been universally es­
teemed in the community, no less for 
his personal good qualities than for 
his mercantile integrity and earnest 
interest in behalf of Biddeford and its 
cosmopolitan population. The respect 
he merits and receives at the hands of 
his fellow citizens has been recognized 
to the effect that Mr. Carrier has ser­
ved in the Common Council 12 terms 
and as Alderman two terms. He is a 
Democrat in political affiliations and 
an earnest worker in behalf of the 
principles of that party and one whose 
advice is eagerly sought in council 
meetings. Moreover, Mr. Carrier 's in­
fluence is not alone among those of 
his own race but extends to citizens 
irrespective of nationality. 
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Mr. JOSEPH LACHANCE 
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JOSEPH LACHANCE 

Numbered among the best known 
and most progressive Franco-Ameri­
can business men of Biddeford is Jo­
seph Lachance, firm of Renouf & 
Lachance, real estate agents. Mr. La-
chance was born in St. Evariste, 
Beauce County, P. Q., Canada, in 
1867, son of Ferdinand and Margueri­
te (Grenier) Lachance, and he is one 
of seven children, five now living. His 
father, a native of Canada, is living 
in Biddeford at the age of 76, and his 
mother, born in Ireland, also living at 
the age of 83. 

Mr. Lachance was educated in St. 
Evariste and he came to Biddeford in 
18S3, his first employment being in 
the textile industry and in which he 
continued for 15 years. Following this 
Mr. Lachance was employed in a 
restaurant for nine years and then 
engaged in the general insurance and 
real estate business as at present, 
firm of Renouf & Lachance. Todav 
this agency, established six years, is 
considered one of the most reliable in 
York County, wide in its scope of 
operations and continually gaining in 
volume of transactions. Mr. Lachance 
was married in Biddeford in 1912 to 
Miss Alphonsine Beaulieu and they 
are the parents of one child, a girl. As 
an active and stanch member of the 
Republican party, Mr. Lachance has 
been an influential upholder of its 
principles, and he served under High 
Sheriff F rank M. Irving two years as 
deputy Sheriff, appointed in 1913, six 
months being an unexpired term. Mr. 
Lachance is held in high personal as 
well as commercial regard, and he is 
a member of the F . O. E.. Union St. 
Jean Baptiste and Cercle Frontenac . 

JOSEPH A. PELLETIER 

Maine. Mr. Pelletier was born in 'Van 
Buren in 1SS0, son of Thomas H. and 
Malvina (Chenard) Pelletier, and he 
is one of 12 children, nine now living. 
Mr. Pelletier father was born in Ma-
dawaska, Maine, and he is now living 
in Van Buren at the age of 70, and 
his mother is a native of Canada, 
residing in Van Buren at the age of 
0 4 years. Following his schooldays in 
Van Buren and graduating from St. 
Mary's College, in 1897, he studied 
at Chicoutimi College, and then Mr. 
Pelletier became employed in the 
city of Boston as an electrical en­
gineer, thus continuing for five years. 
He then returned to Van Buren, in 
1905, and established a high-class 
modernly equipped and finely stocked 
clothing store. This enterprise has 
proven greatly successful and now is 
regarded widely as one of the most 
reliable and best equipped stores of 
it", kind in Aroostook County. In 
1911, Mr. Pelletier entered in 'o part-
r - ' s h i p with Joseph Dumais in the 
shoe business, opening a fine store 
for the sale of fashionable and high-
grade footwear, now one of the most 
popular and largest patronized in the 
town. Mr. Pelletier was married in 
Van Buren in 1904, to Miss Elizaoeth 
Michaud and five children have been 
horn to them, all of whom are living. 
Mr. Pelletier 's business sagacity and 
progressiveness does not by any 
means end with his mercantile enter­
prises, for he is one of Van Buren's 
most energetic and public spirited 
citizens, always advocating that which 
may advance the town's population, 
progress and prosperity. In, 1911 he 
served on the board of selectmen and 
is now chief of the fire department. 
Mr. Pelletier is also one of th° found­
ers of the Van Buren Light R: Power 
Co. and its vice-president and mana­
ger. Fraternal ly Mr. Pelletier is a 
member of C. O. F., and Union St-
John Baptiste. 

It is a notable fact that many of the 
most progressive and successful 
Franco-American business men of 
Maine were born in the State, and 
seemingly have developed the best 
characteristics of the French com­
bined with the acumen famous to the 
sons of Maine. In this connection we 
present as the subject of our present 
sketch, Mr. Joseph A. Pelletier of 
Van Buren, prominent among the 
leading business men of Northern 
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Hon. PAUL D. THIBODEAU 

It is a fact worthy of more than 
passing notice that the famous so-
called French settlements along the 
St. John valley, historic in connection 
with the pioneer French, are still 
largely under the control of men of 
the race. Moreover, the Franco-Amer­
icans of today are well worthy of their 
ancestors, and if not blazing their 
way in the forests they are doing so 
in a progressive sense. Prominent 
among such is Hon. Paul D. Thibo-
deau of Fort Kent, representative to 
the Legislature and largely engaged 
in the general insurance business. 
Mr. Thibodeau was born in Grand 
Isle, another border town of Maine, 
June 5, 1880. son of Vital and Mathil-
de (Duplissie) Thibodeau, and he is 
one of 14 children, seven now living. 
M. Thibodeau's father was also born 
in Grand Isle and died in 1912 a t the 

age of 81. His mother was a native 
of St. Leonard, N. B., and is living at 
the age of 71 years. Mr. Thibodeau 
was educated in the schools of Cari­
bou and at St. Marie's College, at Van 
Buren, Me., and he was first employed 
in an insurance office at Fort Kent 
where he gained an important and 
thorough knowledge of the business. 
In 1904, Mr. Thibodeau became es­
tablished in the insurance business, 
his agency today being one of the 
largest operated in Maine's vast North 
County. Insurance of all kinds is un­
derwrit ten; fire, life, accident, plate 
glass, automobile, etc., and surety 
bonds given. Mr. Thibodeau was mar­
ried in 1906 to Miss Alice Nadeau and 
six children have been born to them, 
five of whom are living. 

Mrs. Thibodeau is the daughter of 
Henry William Nadeau, an influential 
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citizen and pioneer business man of 
Fort Kent. Her great grandfather, 
Joseph Nadeau, was driven out of 
Acadia by the English to make way 
for the Royalists. He was the first 
settler in For t Kent, living here seven 
years without neighbors, and then the 
first to come were U. S. Soldiers who 
built the historic block house of 
"Aroostook W a r " fame and the bar­
racks for the soldiers, now the Dick­
ey House, and the quar ters for the 
officers, later known as the Eagle 
House. 

Mr. Thibodeau is also the distrib­
uter for the Maxwell Automobile in 
Fort Fairfield and all the towns along 
the St. John river to St. Francois, in­
cluding Ashland, Portage Lake, Swee-
den and Stockholm. 

As an influential representative of 
the Democratic party. Mr. Thibodeau 
is now a member of the Maine Legis­
lature, and he is also a notary public, 
recorder of the Xorth Aroostook 
municipal court and a director of the 
F'rst National Bank of Van Buren. In 
1911-12, Mr. Thibodeau served credit­
ably as town t reasurer and as clerk of 
corporation in 1913. Fraternal ly he 
is a member of Union St.Jean Baptis-
te of America and the local Society, 
and he is held in high regard person­
ally as well as for his commercial 
integrity. 

WILLIE F. PARADIS 
A perusal of this volume devoted 

to the achieveiments of the Franco-
Americans of Maine, will reveal the 
fact that in many instances their rep­
resentatives a re jus t as enterprising 
and prosperous in the border towns 
of the State's expansive North, as 
they a re in the more populous indus­
trial centres to the South. In this 
connection we herewith present a 
leading and widely known business 
man of Van Buren, Mr. Willie F . Pa-
radis. Mr. Paradis was born in Ham­
lin Plantat ion, Maine, in 1864, son of 
Damase and Sophie (Parent ) Paradis, 
and he is one of 12 children, seven 
now living. His father was a native of 
Canada, deceased June 29, 1913, at 
the age of 78, and his mother was 
born in Hamlin Plantat ion, deceased 
in February . 1904, aged 61 years. 
Mr. Pa rad ' s is largelv a self educated 
man, jus t as he is decidedly a se'f-

made man, but he gained some school 
education in Caribou and Limestone, 
Arooostook County towns, and then 
became employed at farming. Mr. Pa­
radis pursued the occupation of farm­
ing for 3S years, and then after this 
extended period concluded to engage 
in business. The result was the estab­
lishment of a general store, handling 
supplies of all kinds, farming tools, 
implements and machinery, .etc. This 
enterprise has proven remarkably 
successful and has given Mr. Paradis 
a high and widely recognized com­
mercial standing. Other ventures of 
his have also resulted successful to a 
marked degree, notably tha t of potato 
buying and shipping, also the exten­
sive shipping of pulp wood and hay to 
various points. Mr. Paradis was mar­
ried in Van Buren in 1888, to Miss 
Sophie Cyr and four children have 
been born to them, two of whom are 
living. Politically Mr. Paradis is affil­
iated with the Republican party and 
he is one of its stanchest supporters 
in all Aroostook County and one who 
wields much influence, not only a-
mong those of his own race but re­
gardless of nationality. He is now 
serving as first selectman of the town 
and is a trustee of the Van Buren Wa­
ter district, elected in 1915 to serve 
three years, and having served three 
previous years. In saying in addition 
to the above that Mr. Paradis is uni­
versally esteemed by the people of 
Van Buren and vicinity, we but re­
peat the general sentiment there ex­
pressed, and it gives decided evidence 
of his personal good qualities. 

m 
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FORTUNAT 0. MICHAUD 

A notable fact in relation to the 
growing town of Van Buren, one of 
Maine's most important frontier 
towns and a trading center for a vast 
farming territory, is that it is not 
only distinctly Franco-American, 
but its Leading business and profes­
sional men are largely natives of the 
town, or this section of the State, 
and not Canada. Prominent among 
such, and one of Van Buren's most 
influential citizens and a represent­
ative to the Legislature, is For tunat 
0. Michaud. Mr. Michaud was born in 
Frenchville in 1878, son of Francis 
and Sophie (Ouellette) Michaud, and 
he is one of 12 children, nine now 
living. Both parents were natives of 
Frenchville, his father deceased in 
1898 and his mother still living at 
the age of 70. Following his schools 
days in Fort Kent, Mr. Michaud came 
to Van Buren were he obtained em­
ployment in a store as clerk. He 
thus continued from 1900 to 1904, 
meanwhile gaining efficiency as a 
salesman and a through knowledge 
of business and t rade conditions in 
this section of the State, and at the 
latter date decided that his future 
advancement was to be obtained by 

entering a mercantile pursuit in his 
own behalf. Possessing small capital, 
but boundless ambition, energy and 
enterprise, Mr. Michaud thereupon 
established his present general store. 
Only a stock of $200 in value was 
first carried, but the venture contin­
ued to gain in prestige and patronage, 
so that today $10,000 represents the 
amount of stock. Morever the store 
is widely recognized as one of the 
most reliable and desirable for trad­
ing purposes in Northern Maine, and 
six assistants are required to handle 
the volume of transactions. 

Mr. Michaud was married in Van 
Buren in 1902 to Miss Emily Farrell 
and six children have been born to 
them, three of whom are living. 

Mrs. Michaud's father, John B. 
Farrell , was one of the pioneers in 
opening and clearing the land of 
Aroostook County, and later he was a 
representative for several terms to 
the Maine Legislature. 

As a member of the Democratic 
party, and one of its most influential 
advocates and supporters in Van 
Buren and vicinity, Mr. Michaud has 
also been active politically. In the 
Fall election of 1914, he was elected 
a member of the Legislature, seated 
in a contest over ballots with Repre­
sentative Tlu'bodeau of Van Buren, 
and winning by two votes. He is a 
member and secretary of the Com­
mittee on public health. Progressive 
in all mat ters pertaining to the wel­
fare of the town as well as in busi­
ness, Mr. Michaud in a no lesser sense 
is held in high regard for his estim­
able personal qualities and strict prin­
ciples of integrity. He is a member of 
the C. O. F . and Modern Woodmen. 
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PHILIAS GIGUERE 

Mr. Philias Giguere, one of Lewis-
ton's most respected Franco-Ameri­
can citizens and a U. S. Government 
employe, was born in Ste-Anne de 
Beaupre, P. Q.. Canada, in IS;55. He 
is the son of Thomas and Emile (Ca-
ron) Giguere, both natives of Canada, 
the former deceased in Lewiston in 
190 5 at the age of S2, and the latter 
in Canada in 1S71. There were 13 
children in the family and 10 are 
still living, six sisters and four bro­
thers. Mr. Giguere is for the most 
part a self-educated man, although 
he attended school in his youthful 
days in his home town, and his advent 
in Lewiston was 41 years ago, or in 
187 4. Mr. Giguere was first employed 
in construction work on the Lewis-
ton branch of the Grand Trunk rail­
road, and then for two years on the 
main line. Following this he entered 
the employ of the Bates Mfg. Com­
pany, remaining 10 years, and then 
became a grocerv clerk in the store 
of W. E. & C. H. Cloutier where he 
continued for four years. 

On April 1, 1S91, Mr. Giguere was 
appointed a letter carrier, a position 
he still occupies and with evident 
satisfaction to all concerned. Mr. Gi­
guere was married in Lewiston in 
1880, to Miss Domitille Marcoux, 
and 13 children have been born to 
them, four of whom are living. Miss 
Regina Giguere is a member of the 
Dominican Order and a teacher in the 
highest class; Lucien is a clerk in a 
clothing store and marr ied; Origene 
a. sub-clerk in the Lewiston post-
office and Eustache is a student in 
Montreal. During Mr. Giguere's 40 
odd years of residence in Lewiston he 
has always been prominent in the 
pocial affairs of his race, exerting a 
potent influence for their advance­
ment, both personally and collective-
lv, while as a citizen he has gained 
the esteem of the community irres­
pective of nationality. Mr. Giguere is 
a member of Union St. Joseph, Music­
al and Literary Club and I. O. F. 

tive than Augustin Marcoux, ex-
deputy sheriff of Androscoggin Coun­
ty and long connected with the dental 
profession. 

Mr. Marcoux was born in New 
Sharon, Maine, and he was educated 
in the public schools of Lewiston, 
coming here at the close of the Civil 
War. His first employment was in the 
textile industry, serving as a skilled 
machinist for 10 years. In 1898, Mr. 
Marcoux was appointed a deputy 
sheriff of Androscoggin County, serv­
ing the customary two years, and so 
good was his record and qualifications 
that he was re-appointed and served 
until the close of 1902. Following 
this Mr. Marcoux purchased an in­
terest in the dental office of the late 
Dr. Martel, where he has since re­
mained. This successful and largely 
patronized dental business has met 
with several changes, worthy of 
passing mention. The interest of Dr. 
Martel, who died in 1909, was pur­
chased by Dr. Fields, who later sold 
his interest to Dr. Smiley and he in 
turn sold to Dr. Vorke under whose 
name the dental rooms, among the 
best equipped in the city, are now 
conducted. 

Mr. Marcoux was married in 1881 
to Miss Rose Eniond of Lewiston, the 
result of their union being three chil­
dren, two boys and a girl, all living. 
Adelard is employed in the local office 
of the Prudential Insurance Co., An­
tonio is a shoe operator and Dorothy 
is employed in a box factory. 

In years past Mr. Marcoux has been 
prominent politically, affiliated with 
the Republican party, and at the 
present time he is said to weild con­
siderable political influence. At all 
events Mr. Marcoux is deeply inter­
ested in the welfare of City, State and 
Nation and the future prosperity of 
the people. In conclusion it is a pleas­
ure to add that Mr. Marcoux's person­
al and business standing is of the 
highest order. 

AUGUSTIN MARCOUX 
Among the progressive business 

men of Lewiston of French-Canadian 
parentage none is more representa-
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EUGENE G. POISSON 

Biddeford's widely known art ist 
photographer, Mr. Eugene J. Pois­
son, was born in Gentily, Chaimbly, P. 
Q., Canada, in 1869, son of Pascal 
and Ester (Hebert) Poisson, and he 
is one of 11 children, six now living. 
His father and mother were both 
natives of Canada, the former de­
ceased in 1903 and the later in 1908. 
Mr. Poisson was educated in the 
schools of his home town and Bidde­
ford, subsequently graduating from 
a college at St. Cyrille, Canada. After 
serving six years as a clerk in a dry 
goods store in Biddeford he learned 
the t rade of photography and gained 
such proficiency that he established 
himself in this profession and busi­
ness in Westbrook, Me., which he 
continued for six years. In 1899, Mr. 
Poisson returned to Biddeford and 
founded his present successful and 
largely patronized studio, now re­
garded as one of the best and most 
" l i a b l e in the city for por t ra i ture of 
the higher class. 

Mr. Poisson was married in West-
brook in 1896, to Miss Annie Bou­
cher and they are without children. 
It is stated bv those best competent 
to judge in Biddeford, that Mr. Pois­

son possesses to a remarkable degree 
the t rue artistic temperament in re­
lation to his productions, and which 
places photography above the mere 
mechanical, or in the realm of ap­
plied art . Certain it is that he has 
acheived great success in this voca­
tion and, in a no less sense, a high 
personal s tanding in the thirving city 
of his adoption. Mr. Poisson is held 
in esteem personnally, as well as 
professionally and he is a member of 
the F. O. E., I. 0 . R. M. and K. of 
P 

FRANK LANDRY 

Held in high personal and mercan­
tile regard, and considered among 
the most enterprising of Lewiston's 
numerous Franco-American business 
men, is Mr. Frank Landry, prominent 
in the retail shoe trade. Mr. Landry 
was born in St. Andre, P. Q., Cana­
da in 1873 son of Frangois and Ce-
sarie (Raymond) Landry, and he is 
one of 11 children, six now living. 
Mr. Landry 's parents were both na­
tives of Canada, his father now living 
in Lewiston at the age of 7 8 years and 
his mother deceased in that city in 
1899. Mr. Landry was partially edu­
cated in the schools of St. Andre and 
then coming to Lewiston with his 
parents in 188 2, at the age of nine 
years, he gained further knowledge 
by at tending the local schools. His 
first employment was in the Hill mill, 
continuing two years, and then for 
eight years he was employed in the 
Androscoggin mill. Mr. Landry fol­
lowing this was engaged in further 
textile work in the Lewiston mill for 
five years, then again in the Andros­
coggin mill for 12 years, after which 
he decided to engage in business. In 
1900, Mr. Landry, in partnership with 
Louis Bosse, opened a shoe store at 
the corner of Cedar and Lincoln 
streets. In 1913, Mr. Landry bought 
out the interest of Mr. BossS and be­
came sole proprietor. Today the store 
is one of the best stocked, most re­
liable and largest patronized of its 
kind in this section of the city, a fact 
that is largely owning to Mr. Lan­
dry's progressive methods and mer­
cantile integrity as well as the store's 
reputation for reliability of service. 
Mr. Landry was married in Lewiston 
In June, 1898, to Miss Josephine Le-
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vasseur, deceased in 1912. Nine chil­
dren were born to them, three of 
whom are living. Mr. Landry pays a 
property tax of $S3, owning a six-
tenement block and two stores with 
Mr. Bosse, and he is no less esteemed 
for his personal good qualities than 
admired for his commercial acumen. 
He is a member of the C. O. P. and 
Institut Jacques-Cartier. 

ARTHUR LAPOINTE 

It is noticeable that many of the 
leading and most progressive Franco-
American business and professional 
men of Maine were born in the State, 
not a few of whom are to be found 
in the prosperous City of Westbrook. 
This fact brings to our attention, 
as an apt representative. Mr. Arthur 
D. Lapointe, a well known grocer. 

Mr. Lapointe was born in West-
brook, in 1S8 2, son of David and 
Christine (Bilodeau) Lapointe, and 
he is one of nine children, seven girls 
and two boys, all living. Following 
his school days in Westbrook, Mr. La­
pointe became employed in the whole­
sale grocery house of H. S. Melcher, 
at Portland, Maine, continuing five 
years. He then, for three years, was 
a clerk in Huber t ' s grocery, then for 
five years with R. C. Boothby. and fi­
nally became manager of a coopera­
tive grocery, remaining 1 % years. 

In September, 1911, Mr. Lapointe 
launched his present enterprise, that 
of one of the finest stocked, most re­
liable and largest patronized grocery 
and provision store in the Cumber­
land valley. 

Mr. Lapointe was married in Cana­
da, June 26, 1905, to Miss Marana 
Lemieux, and they are the parents 
of three children. 

Although he has never aspired to 
hold public office, Mr. Lapointe has 
been often urged to so do, a fact 
that gives evidence of the high esti­
mation in which he is held by his fel­
low citizens of Westbrook, and who 
generally regard him as one of their 
most progressive business men. Mr. 
Lapointe is a member of the Modern 
Woodmen, C, 0, F. and F, of A, 

JEAN CHARLES BOUCHER 

It will be noticed by a perusal of 
this volume of Franco-American 
achievements, that among their num­
ber those who have been educated in 
the schools of Maine have, in many 
instances, gained success or promi­
nence in after life. This fact calls to 
mind in this connection a rising young 
representative of the race located in 
Lewiston, Mr. Jean Charles Boucher. 

Mr. Boucher was born in Riviere 
Ouelle, P. Q., Canada, in 1S94, son of 
Adelard and Josephine (Dionne) Bou­
cher, and he is one of nine children, 
six of whom are living. His father was 
register of deeds of Kamouraska 
County, Canada, and notary public, 
and he died IS years ago. 

Mr. Boucher was educated in the 
parochial schools and took private 
French lessons, also the public Gram­
mar school, and Bliss Business Col­
lege, in Lewiston, following which 
he was employed as a telegrapher in 
the local office of the Western Union 
Telephone and Telegraph Company, 
continuing one year. He was then 
employed in the office of the Bates 
Manufacturing Company, remaining 
two years, and then he became a 
book-keeper in the office of Mr. 
David Lemieux, contractor, as at pre­
sent and where he has been located 
for two years past. 

Mr. Boucher is known to his asso­
ciates, and in business circles, as a 
young man of progressive ideas, en­
terprise and patriotic spirit, and he 
is held in high regard as well for his 
many admirable personal qualities. 
He is president of the Saint-Nom de 
Jesus Society and also a member of 
St. Peter 's Parish and Cercle National 
of Lewiston. 
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HUBALD R. DAIGLE 
Among the leading and most pro­

gressive business men of Northern 
Maine, and located in the picturesque 
border town of Frenchville on the 
ba^ks of the St. John River, is Hu-
bald R. Daigle, proprietor of a largely 
patronized general store. Mr. Daigle 
was born in Fort Kent, Maine, in 
1S86, son of Raymond and Eveline 
Daigle. The former is also a native 
of Fort Kent, living at the age of 59, 
and the latter was born in Madawas-
ka, Maine, and living at the age of 
54 years. Mr. Daigle was .educated at 
the Fort Kent training school, subse­
quently for two years being engaged 
as a school teacher. Following this 
lie was occupied for three years as 
a lumber scaler, then as a clerk in a 
general store in Van Buren for one 
rear. In 1910, Mr. Daigle embarked 
in his present business, that of con­
ducting a general store under the firm 
name of Daigle Bros. Today the store 
is one of the largest stocked and best 
known along the St. John River, and 
its constantly increasing patronage 
comes from a wide area in this ex­
pansive and prosperous farming sec­
tion. Mr. Daigle is also a large potato 
buvpT and in 1911 he was the largest 
shipper in town, as he shipped 221 

carloads, 600 bushels to the car. 
They are sold througout the New 
England States. The building oc­
cupied and owned by Mr. Daigle is 
one of the most modern in the town. 
Mr. Daigle was married in French­
ville in August, 1915, to Miss Alber-
tine Ouellette, and who was born in 
the town. Sagacious and enterprising 
in all matters pertaining to his busi­
ness, Mr. Daigle is likewise progres­
sive and public spirited in his advo­
cacy of all measures that may benefit 
Frenchville and may have a tendency 
to increase its growth and add to the 
prosperity of the people. For three 
years Mr. Daigle served with credit 
as a member of the town's school com­
mittee and is now serving as tax 
collector for his father, Ramond 
Daigle. Being yet a young man, his 
many friends predict for Mr. Daigle 
a still more prosperous and influen­
tial business future, and doubtless 
further official honors at the hands 
of his fellow citizens. Esteemed per­
sonally, as well as commercially, Mr. 
Daigle is a member of Union St. John 
Baptiste. 

ARTHUR BRUNELLE 
Lewiston's well known and efficient 

musician and teacher of the violin, 
Mr. Ar thur Brunelle, is an inspiring 
example of the younger element of 
Franco-American enterprise and 
ambition toward advancement, cul­
minating in decided success in their 
chosen fields of endeavor. Mr. Bru­
nelle was born in Lewiston in 1874, 
son of Narcisse and Adelaide (Tou-
tain) Brunelle, and he is one of eight 
children, seven now living. Both 
parents were natives of Canada, his 
father, a well known baker of Lewis-
ton, deceased in 1900 at the age of 
74, and his mother in 1907. 

Mr. Brunelle was educated in the 
parochial schools of Lewiston and by 
private tutors. Subsequently he learn­
ed the t rade of printer and worked 
in the office of Le Messager for 25 
years, six years as foreman. Having a 
natural talent for music and develop­
ing this great gift under the instruc­
tion of Fred A. Given, a notable ins­
tructor of the violin for 25 years, Mr. 
Brunelle became remarkably profi­
cient in the playing and teaching of 
that instrument and he has been thus 
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engaged since 1913. Mr. Brunelle has 
also gained great efficiency and much 
favorable comment as ~ composer of 
music and in a r ranging music for or­
chestras and other musical organiza­
tions. 

Mr. Brunelle was married in Lew-
iston in 1905 to Miss Emmerentienne 
Millette and they are the parents of 
ome child. Personally, as well as for 
his professional achievements and 
high standing in musical circles, Mr. 
Brunelle is esteemed throughout the 
community, and he is a member of 
the Musician's Union and Woodmen 
of America. 

EMILE GAUTHIER 
In reviewing the business and pro­

fessional careers of the Franco-Amer­
ican citizens of Maine, it is noticable 
that many of the most enterprising 
and prosperous of these business men 
were born in this State or adjoining 
States. In this connection we readily 
call to mind Mr. Emile Gauthier, a 
well known and highly respected gro­
cery merchant of Rumford, Maine. 
Mr. Gauthier was born in Gorham 
N*. H., and came to Rumford a t the 
age of one year with his parents, the 
latter being Arthur and Louise 
(Tremblay) Gauthier, both of Chi-
coutimi, P. Q., Canada, and he was 
one of fourteen children,ten of whom 
are living. 

Mr. Gauthier 's early school days 
were followed by his graduat ing from 
the Sacred Heart College of Quebec, 
and his first employment was found 
in the grocery store of his father at 
Rumford. This was in 1912, and 
when Mr. Gauthier was 19 years of 
age. On January 1, 1915, having ob­
tained a thorough knowledge of the 
grocery t rade and developed modern 
and progressive principales of busi­
ness, Mr. Gauthier bought a half in­
terest in the store, one of the most 
reliable grocery and provision stores, 
in the estimation of the people, in 
entire Oxford County. 

Mr. Gauthier is unmarried and es­
teemed highly in Rumford, not mere­
ly for his business acumen but for 
his manv personal qualities. publ ;c 
spirit and civic pride, and as a citizen 
always in sympathy with whatever 
means the future growth and contin­
ued prosperity of the town, 
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PAUL E. CARON 
Prominent among the young busi­

ness men of the Franco-Americans of 
Xorthern Maine, an able representa­
tive of the progressive spirit of the 
race, is Mr. Paul E. Caron of Presque 
Isle. Mr. Caron was born in Grand 
Isle, Maine, October 24, 1886, sou of 
Jean Baptiste and Demerise (Sanfa-
con) Caron, and he is one of 14 chil­
dren, 11 now living. His father is a 
native of Canada and now living in 
Presque Isle at the age of 69 years on 
August 18, 1916, and he was born in 
Grand Isle, Maine. Coming to Presque 
Isle with his parents a t the age of 
two years, Mr. Caron attended the 
schools of that town and was on a 
farm. Subsequently he was employed 
in a sawmill where he remained two 
years. Following this Mr. Caron 
enlisted in the U. S. Army, serving in 
the ('• A. C , 89th Regiment, and then 
on February 1, 1909, he became es­
tablished in the res taurant business. 
This enterprise proved very success­
ful, so that today Caron's restaurant 
and lunch room is unrivalled in Pres­
que Isle for general excellence of 
service and having a large and steadi­
ly increasing patronage. 

Mr, Caron was married in Presque 
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Isle on August 6, 1912, to Miss Marie 
Bishop and they are without children. 
During his youthful but active life, 
Mr. Caron has so improved the op­
portunities offered tha t he is general­
ly regarded as one of the best in­
formed Franco-American citizens of 
his adopted city and he is known also 
for his business enterprise, integrity 
and courtesy, facts that mean still 
greater success in the future. Person­
ally Mr. Caron is held in the highest 
regard throughout the community 
and he has hosts of friends in this 
entire section of the State as well as 
in Presque Isle, and this is always 
apparant by the numbers who visit 
him wherever there is a fair or other 
attraction in the town. 

F. X. BILODEAU 
Lewiston's well known and largely 

operating contract builder, Mr. F. X. 
Bilodeau, was born in St. Lazarre, 
Bellechasse County, P. Q-, Canada, m 
18 81 son of Jacques and Domitue 
(Roy) Bilodeau. His father and mo­
ther were both natives of Canada, the 
former deceased in 1895 and the lat­
ter in 1901. There were 11 children 
in the family, eight of whom are 
living. When three months of age Mr. 
Bilodeau's parents moved to St. Ger-
vais Canada, where they remained 
until he was 11 years of age. The fam-
aly then moved to St. Anselme, Can­
ada, remaining until Mr. Bilodeau 
came to Lewiston, and when he was 
15 years old. Mr. Bilodeau's first em­
ployment was obtained in the An­
droscoggin mill where he continued 
to work for three years. He then 
learned the trade of carpenter and 
continued thus employed for nine 
years then becoming established as a 
contractor and builder. This was in 
1909, and since then Mr. Bilodeau 
has been one of the most active and 
progressive of the leading contract 
builders in this entire section of the 
State. Among other modern and sub­
stantial buildings erected by Mr. Bi­
lodeau are three 10-tenement blocks 
in Lewiston and a spacious model 
school house in Webster. Also his 
own handsome and modern six tene­
ment block, with two stores a'so. on 
Park Street, and a fine three-apart­
ment house on Howe Street. Mr. Bi­
lodeau's office and work-shop is Jo-

F. X. BILODEAU 

cated on Shawmut Street and last 
year he paid a property tax of $263. 

Mr. Bilodeau was married in Lew­
iston in 1901, to Miss Emelia Moreau 
and nine children have been born to 
them, seven now living. At the pub­
lication of this look of Franco-Amer­
ican achievements, Mr. Bilodeau is 
about 34 years of age, and it is said 
that he is one of the youngest men 
who ever f a.'ned pronounced success 
in the building t rades in Lewiston so 
early in life. We may add, and upon 
the testimony of those well qualified 
to know, tha t no business man in the 
city has a better reputation for hon­
esty of purpose, spirit of .enterprise 
and motives of progress, all indica­
tive of increased future usefulness in 
the city of his adoption. Mr. Bilodeau 
is a member of the Macabees and C, 
0. F. 
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ALPHONSE AUGER 

Among the most prominent and 
successful Franco-American business 
men of Maine, who came to the State 
in the early years of French-Canadian 
immigration, is Mr. Alphonse Auger, 
residing in Auburn. Mr. Auger was 
born in St. Jean Baptiste, near Mont­
real, P. Q., Canada, October 31, IS46, 
and he was there educated. His ad­
vent in the States was April 16, 1860, 
first locating in Biddeford where he 
obtained employment in the textile 
industry. In Xovember, 1865, Mr. Au­
ger came to Lewiston and for one 
year he was employed in the Lewis-
ton bleachery, then for a similar 
period in the Hill mill. He then went 
to Brunswick where for three years 
he was employed in the famous old 
Cabot mill. Returning to Lewiston, 
and being ambitious to gain advance­
ment through the medium of business 
and confident of his ability in this 
direction, Mr. Auger formed a part­
nership with Alphonse Chartier and 
established a grocery store. This was 
in 1870, and the business was thus 
continued for one year when Mr. Au­
ger sold out his interest to Mr. Char-
tier and re-entered the grocery trade 
under the firm name of J. & A. Auger, 
the store being located where is now 
the fourth building from the Grand 
Trunk railway station, on Lincoln 
street, but at that t ime the Lewiston 
branch of the Canadian railroad had 
not been built . Mr. Auger remained 
at this location until 1873 and then, 
purchasing a lot across from the 
grocery, erected a substantial four 
story brick block, one of the first of 
any importance to be built on Lin­
coln street. Moving his grocery bus­
iness to this block Mr. Auger conti­
nued there for five years and then 
sold the store to his brother, J. P. 
Auger. He then bought a lot on Chest­
nut street from Mr. Davis and there 
erected a four-story block, with a 
large double store in which he en­
gaged in the lines of groceries and 
footwear. Mr. Auger remained here 
for nine years and then sold the busi­
ness to H. E. Pelletier and subse­
quently engaged in the handling of 
real estate and the erection of his 
own buildings. These now include 
two fine modern residences on Second 
street and two on Third street in New 
Auburn, the fastest growing residen­

tial section of Auburn, and the large 
block at 8 9 Lincoln street, Lewiston, 
containing eight tenements. Mr. Au­
ger is, by the way, one of the largest 
individual tax payers in Auburn. 

Mr. Auger has been twice married, 
first in 1873, in Lewiston, to Miss 
Clara Briere, deceased in 1876, the 
cerimony being performed by Fa ther 
Heavy. By this union there was one 
child who died in infancy. Mr. Au­
ger's second marriage occured in 
1879, in St. Pascal, P. Q., Canada, to 
Miss Mary Pelchier and 11 children 
have been born to them, nine of 
whom are living. A daughter and son 
are married, the former residing in 
Actonvale, Can., and the latter, Ar­
thur Auger, is in the grocery busi­
ness. The second son, Albert L. Au­
ger, is a talented musician and teach­
er of the piano, a daughter is a nun 
in the convent at Fort Kent and an­
other daughter is at tending school in 
Sherbrooke, Canada. The other chil­
dren are local school a t tendants . Mr. 
Auger is not only a pioneer Franco-
American business man, but one 
whose long and active career is de­
cidedly representative of French-
Canadian enterprise, public spirit and 
mercantile integrity, and in achieving 
pronounced success he has gained as 
well a high personal standing among 
his fellow men. He has not departed 
from his sterling qualities of citizen­
ship to enter the strife of politics, and 
being a great lover of home and fam­
ily has not even become affiliated 
with fraternal orders, and that Mr. 
Auger has been sagacious in this as 
well as in business, we have only to 
point to his large, fine family of chil­
dren which he has brought up and 
educated, not only with credit to him­
self but to the entire community. 

a 
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PATRICK GENDRON 

Mr. Patrick Gendron is one of 
Lewiston's best representatives a-
mong the young Franco-American 
business men of that city whose entry 
was during the days of their boyhood 
and who, therefore, have risen to suc­
cess through modern city advantages 
supplemented by their own enter­
prise and determination to win in the 
battle of life. Mr. Gendron was born 
in Ste-Claire, Belchasse County, P. 
Q., Canada, in 1878, son of Charles. 

and Georgiana (Laflamme) Gendron 
and he is one of 10 children, eight 
living. Mr. Gendron's father and mo­
ther were both natives of Canada, the 
former deceased there 33 years ago 
and the latter still living at the age 
of 73. 

Mr. Gendron attended the schools 
of his home town and then, at the 
age of 14 years, came to Lewiston 
where he gained further education by 
at tendance to an evening school. He 
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was first employed in the textile in­
dustry at which he continued for 15 
years. Fallowing this Mr. Gendron 
embarked in the res taurant business 
in Lewiston, located at the corner of 
Cedar and Lincoln Streets, success­
fully continuing the enterprise for 
seven years. He then bought a half 
interest in the grocery store of his 
brother, Am^dee Gendron, on Birch 
Street. This was in 1913, and the 
store is regarded today as one of the 
best conducted and most reliable in 
the retail grocery t rade in Lewiston. 

Mr. Gendron was married in Lewis-
ton in 1900 to Miss Celina Pellerin 
and seven children have been born to 
them, three of whom are living. In 
acheiving business success through 
mercantile integrity and progressive 
effort, Mr. Gendron has also gained a 
high personal standing, and he is a 
member of the Modern Woodmen of 
America, chairman of Camp Laurier, 
the C. O. F., Inst i tut Jacques-Cartier 
and L,- O. O. M. Mr. Gendron has also 
been prominent politically and an 
influential member of the Democratic 
party, and he has served with credit 
four terms in the Common Council 
and one term on the Aldermanic 
board. 

GEORGE W- DIONNE 
The subject of our present sketch, 

Mr. George W. Dionne, a leading bus­
iness man of Van Buren, is a pro­
nounced example of Franco-Ameri­
can enterprise and integrity in rela­
tion to modern merchandising as pur­
sued in the expansive terr i tory and 
great farming and lumbering region 
of Northern Maine. Mr. Dionne was 
born in Van Buren in 1884, son of 
John T. and Vitaline (Duparry) 
Dionne, and he is one of 12 children, 
seven now living. Mr. Dionne's fa­
ther is a nat ive of Canada and now 
58 years of age, and his mother was 
born in Van Buren and living at the 
age of 61 years. Mr. Dionne was edu­
cated in a private school and St. 
Mary's College, Van Buren, and his 
employment was in a shingle mill 
where he remained 10 years. He then 
engaged in carpentering for two 
years, following which he decided to 
enter ' business and feeling confident 
of gaining commercial success right 
in his home town he established his 

GEORGE W. DIONNE 

present general store. This was in the 
year 1912, and that Mr. Dionne used 
good judgment and mercantile saga­
city is very evident from the results 
obtained in a comparatively short 
time. Today Mr. Dionne's spacious and 
heavily stocked store is the resort of 
the purchasing public for many miles 
around as well as those near by, its 
reputation being unrivalled in this 
border section of Aroostook County 
for excellence of supplies and relia­
bility of service. 

Mr. Dionne was married in French-
ville, in 1907, to Miss Denise Gui-
mond and they are the parents of six 
children. Being yet a young man and 
having achieved business success at 
an early age, Mr. Dionne's future 
seems yet to be before him, inasmuch 
as he possesses those qualities that 
give him a high standing in the com­
munity and he enjoys the confidence 
and esteem of his fellow citizens. For 
three years Mr. Dionne served in the 
Van Buren fire department and is 
still a member, and although often 
spoken of in connection with holding 
public office he has never sought such 
honors, preferring to serve his town 
by always advocating or supporting 
measures that honestly meant future 
progress and prosperity of all the 
people as well as a bigger and better 
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Van Buren. Mr. Dionne is a member 
of the K. of C , A. O. U. W . , member 
for 10 years and Union St. Jean Bap-
tiste of America. 

JOSEPH BOURQUE 
Waterville's prominent business 

man and influential Franco-Ameri­
can citizen. Mr. Joseph Bourque was 
born in St. George, Beauce, P. Q. Ca­
nada, in 1867, son of Joseph and An-
gele (Pomerleau) Bourque, the for­
mer a native of Waterville and still 
living at the age of 79, and the latter 
a native of Canada, deceased in 1872. 
Mr. Bourque's advent in the States 
was at the age of 13, or 34 years ago, 
when he came to Waterville. He was 
first employed as a laborer and then, 
in 1905, established his present suc­
cessful jewelry business. 

Mr. Bourque was married in Wa­
terville July 14, 189 2, to Miss Marie 
Thibodeau, and four children have 
been born to them. 

During his long and honora­
ble residence in Waterville Mr. Bour­
que has ever been deeply interested 
in all movements and measures that 
had for their object the advancement 
of the city and the future progress 
and prosperity of its people. More­
over, he has never been timid or ba,ckn 

ward in his expression of views and 
their public advocacy, a fact brought 
to mind by his creditable service in 
behalf of the common people when 
he was a member of the Aldermanic 
board for five years. Also as a mem­
ber of the board of health and his 
excellent work as chairman of the 
Street and Service Committee. Mr. 
Bourque served also with great credit 
as a member of the 77th Legislature 
of Maine, proving an able represen­
tative of his race as well as of the 
masses in general. As a Democrat he 
has been one of its most earnest ad-
herants to the Jacksonian principles, 
and this has won for him the respect, 
oftentimes the support, of many out­
side his own party. Mr. Bourque is 
now chairman of the Democratic Ci­
ty Committee, and he is a member of 
Union St. John Baptiste and St. Jo­
seph's Society. Largely a self educa­
ted and self made man, Mr. Bourque 
in achieveing success has no less gain­
ed a high personal standing in the 
field of his endeavors. 

LAME FOURNIER 
Surrounded by a great and fertile 

farming county and notable as a cen­
tre of t rade and shipping point for 
the world-famous Aroostook potato, 
Fort Kent is the most important of 
Maine's border towns and destined to 
steadily grow in population and pros­
perity. The business interests of the 
town lie largely in the hands of enter­
prising Franco-Americans, and a-
mong them must be included Mr. 
Larie Fournier, a merchant of mod­
ern methods, wide experience and 
mercantile sagacity. Mr. Fournier 
was born in Madawaska, Me., in 1888, 
son Laurent B. and Julie (Thibo­
deau) Fournier , and he is one of 13 
children, 10 now living. Mr. Fournier 
was educated in the schools of his 
home town and Ste-Marie's College at 
Van Buren, Me. He was first employ­
ed as a school teacher thus continuing 
for two years, and then for four years 
served as a grocery store clerk in 
Fort Kent and afterward for one year 
as a book-keeper for Corey & Hobert. 
Following this Mr. Fournier became 
a salesman in the Fashion depart­
ment store, thus remaining two 
years and then became its manager, 
the s tore then being where he is now 
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in business. After one year or in 1915 
Mr. Fournier bought out the business 
and the store is now widely regarded 
as one of the most reliable, largest 
stocked and best patronized in entire 
Northern Maine. Special features in­
clude the extensive handling of ready 
to wear clothing, dry goods and foot­
wear. Mr. Fournier was married in 
Fort Kent in 1910, to Miss Linda 
Corbin and two children have been 
born to them, one of whom is living. 
Mr. Fournier 's father was born in 
Madawaska and is living at the age 
of 5S, prominent in business and 
farming, and his mother was born in 
Green River, X. B., and living at the 
age of 44 years. 
Fraternally Mr. Fournier is a member 
of the C. O. F. 

GEDEON VERMETTE 

It is a notable fact tha t the pro­
gressive, younger element among the 
Franco-American citizens of Northern 
Maine is rapidly coming to the front 
and gaining prominence in the profes­
sions and varied lines of business, just 
as they are in the more populous 
southern parts of the States. Thus the 
great farming sections of Maine are 
keeping pace with the cities. In this 
connection we present an enterprising 
and well known business man of 
Grand Isle, Mr. Gedeon Yermette. Mr. 
Vermette was born in Caribou, Me., 
in 18 82, son of Jacob and Marie (Jac­
ques) Vermette. The former is a na­
tive of Pointe Levis, P. Q., Canada, 
and living at the age of 62, and the 
later was born in Caribou and living 
at the age of 52. 

Following his graduation from the 
Caribou High School, Mr. Vermette 
was employed at farming until 27 
years of age. He then in 1909 came to 
Grand Isle and extensively engaged in 
farming, also becoming established in 
the business of handling the 
latest improved farming machinery, 
fertilizers and wagons. He is also 
extensively engaged in buying and 
shipping potatoes. Mr. Vermette was 
married in Grand Isle in 1900 to Miss 
Adele Bernard and two children have 
been born to them, one of whom is 
living. Regarded as one of the most 
sagacious men along the St. John 
Valley, Mr. Vermette also bears the 
merited reputat ion of strict mercantile 
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integrity, and that of being a citizen 
of estimable personal characteristics, 
giving him a high standing in the 
community. Mr. Vermette is a mem­
ber of the C. O. F. and K. of C. 

H. L. GAUVREAU M. D. 
In Maine's chief industrial cities, 

such as Lewiston and Biddeford, it is 
very noticeable that business and pro­
fessional interests are largely and 
manifestly in the hands of young men 
of French-Canadian birth or parent­
age. To them, moreover, it is looked 
for the future progress and prosperity 
of the people in these centres of in­
dustry. A representative young pro­
fessional man, such as we have men­
tioned, is Horace L. Gauvreau, M. D. 
of Lewiston. 

Dr. Gauvreau was born in Burling­
ton, Vt., in 1888, son of Louis Joseph 
and Lena (Parizo) Gauvreau, and he 
is one of two children, a boy and girl. 
He conies of a widely known and long 
lived Canadian family on his father's 
side, and his grandfather is now 
practicing law in Brooklyn, N. Y. Dr. 
Gauvreau's father was born in Mont­
real, Canada, and his mother is a 
native of Burlington, Vt. 

Subsequent to gaining his early 
education in the public and high 
schools of Burlington, Dr. Gauvreau 
graduated from the University of 
Vermont. He then came to Lewiston, 
in July 1912, entering Ste-Marie Hos­
pital as interne and continuing one 
year. This was followed by study and 
practice in the clinics of New York 
hospitals. In the Fall of 1913, Dr. 
Gauvreau opened his present office in 
Lewiston and commenced active prac­
tice. 

Dr. Gauvreau was married in Lew­
iston, April 12, 1915, to Miss Marie 
Louise Lebel. Comparatively brief as 
his establishment in Lewiston has 
been, Dr. Gauvreau has well succeed­
ed in his profession and what is still 
more desirable for the present, he has 
gained a high personal standing in 
the community. He is a member of 
Insti tut Jacques-Cartier, K. of C , the 
Owls, Musical and Literary Club, and 
the Maine and Androscoggin Medical 
Associations. Dr. Gauvreau is also a 
valued member of the staff of Ste-
Marie Hospital. 
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EMILE DIONNE 

Prominent among the leading 
builders and most influential French-
Americans of Lewiston is Emile Dion­
ne, with office and residence at 116 
Pierce street. Mr. Dionne was born 
Sept. 9, 1869, in St. Louis, Kamouras-
ka County, P. Q. Canada, 9 6 miles 
below the city of Quebec, south side 
on the St. Lawrence river. He is the 
son of Joseph and Henriet te (Lebel) 
Dionne; the oldest of nine childen, 
one brother and seven sisters. His 
early education was obtained in a 
parish school of his native town, and 
subsequently, at the age of 21, he 
came with his father and the other 
children to Lewiston. This was in 
1890, and before that , having learned 

the t rade of carpenter from his 
father, Mr. Dionne sought employ­
ment in the west. For 18 months he 
worked at his t rade in Minnesota, 
coming east on account of the sick­
ness of his mother, who died in Ca­
nada in October 1899. The family 
remained there until March 1900, 
when they came to Maine, locating 
in Brunswick. Mr. Dionne then came 
to Lewiston, securing .employment 
with John Greenleaf, a well-known 
builder of tha t t ime. 

Mr. Dionne was married in May 
189 3 to Miss Sarah Evans, a native 
of Sherbrooke, P. Q. and who had 
been a resident of Lewiston about 
three years. A year after his mar-
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riage, Mr. Dionne started in the con­
tract building business for himself, 
meeting success almost immediately, 
and steadily gaining in the scope and 
amount of operations. He built large­
ly for one man, and during the 
erection of St. Mary's hospital super­
intended the carpenter work. Among 
other substantial buildings, serving as 
monuments to his skill and industry, 
is the imposing Dionne block at Birch 
and Bartlett streets, a 12-apartment 
house, erected in 1909. Also the large 
three story apar tment building on 
Pierce street; where he has resided 
since it was built, 19 years ago. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dionne are the par­
ents of nine children, and had one 
who died, those now living being 
Laurentine, Henry, Yvonne, Leonie, 
Ronaldo, Cecilia. Armand, Ernest 
and Aimee Dionne, given in the order 
of their age. Laurent ine is employed 
in a music store and has become 
quite prominent as a teacher of mu­
sic. Henry attended school and col­
lege in Canada and he is now in 
business with his father. Mr. Dionne 
was married at St. Peter 's church and 
all of his children were christened 
there, and are still members of the 
parish. 

Mr. Dionne is numbered among 
the la rges t individual tax payers of 
Lewiston, paying a tax last year of 
$47 5, and there are only some six or 
seven French-Canadian citizens who 
pay more. He is a prominent membra 
and supporter of St. Peter ' s church, 
and a member of the Artisans, St. 
John Baptiste and Jacques Cartier 
societies. Politically, Mr. Dionne is a 
Republican and he has received no­
mination for office in ward 5. How­
ever, he has devoted his t ime largely 
to business, and in this respect al­
ways with a view to the upbuilding 
of the .'.city, becoming therefore an 
important factor in the progress and 
prosperity of the community. 

L. P. DUCHARME, M. D. 

The success, and oftentimes dis-
triction, that has been met by men of 
French-Canadian birth in the State of 
Maine, in the pursuit of business, 
is even more apparant in the pro­
fessions. A representative example of 
this fact is presented to our readers 
in the person of Laureat P. Duchar-
me, M. D., of Lewiston, and promi­
nent in surgery. 

Dr. Ducharme was born in Que­
bec City, P. Q., Canada, son of Can-
dice and Eugenie (Pelletier) Duchar­
me, and he is one of five children, 
three boys and two girls, a boy and 
girl living. 

Dr. Ducharme was educated in the 
schools of Quebec, graduat ing from a 
seminary there, and received his 
medical t raining at the famous La­
val University, graduat ing with 
honor, and he is the only now prac­
ticing in the State of Maine. 

Dr. Ducharme came to Lewiston 
October 28, 1903. He commenced 
active pratice by opening an office at 
79 Chestnut Street, remaining eight 
months, and then removed to his pre­
sent office at the Corner of Park and 
Chestnut Streets. 

Dr. Ducharme was married in Que­
bec, June 7, 1904, to Miss Floride 
Morrisette, and five children have 
been born to them, three of whom 
are living. 

Dr. Ducharme is, at this writing, 
chief surgeon at St. Marie Hospital, 
Lewiston, a fact that only partially 
indicates his high standing in his 
profession, but he is so widely and 
favorably known that we feel it is 
only necessary to add that he is uni­
versally esteemed, personally as well 
as professionally, throughout the 
community in which he resides. 

Dr. Ducharme was city physician 
of Lewiston in 1910-11, and he is a 
member of the American, Maine and 
Androscoggin Medical Associations, 
French Physicians Association of 
North America, Union St. Jean-Bap-
tiste, Inst i tut Jaoques-Cartier, Arti­
sans, I. O. F., Canado and Franco 
American Associations and the Mu­
sical and Literary Club, and an ex-
president of the later . 
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LOUIS B. LAUSIER, Esq, 
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LOUIS B. LAUSIER, Esq. WILFRID LANDRY 

It is very noticeable that among 
the younger and progressive element 
of the Franco-Americans of Maine, 
many were born in the State, al­
though of French-Canadian parent­
age. Thus they not only have inher­
ited the t ra i ts of their race that make 
for success but gained a local prestige 
from their s ta r t in life. In this con­
nection we present Louis B. Lauzier, 
a well and favorably known lawver 
of Biddeford. Mr. Lausier was born in 
Biddeford in 1879, son of Antoine 
and Aurelie (Cart ier) Lausier, and he 
is one of nine children, six of whom 
are living. Both parents were natives 
of Canada, his father deceased in Bid­
deford in 1891 and his mother now 
living there at the age of 6 5 years. 

Mr. Lausier was educated in the 
public schools of the mill city and at 
Ste-Anne College, Canada. Subsequent 
to studying law for four years with 
Judge Haley of Biddeford Mr. Lau­
sier, May 1, 1906, was admitted to 
the bar. In this profession he has 
gained a successful standing and pro­
nounced recognition throughout York 
County. He has also been prominent 
politically and includs no little in­
fluence among his fellow citizens, 
both of his own race and the various 
others that make up a cosmopolitan 
community like Biddeford. Mr. Lau­
sier served with credit as Alderman 
three years, City Auditor one term 
and as City Solicitor one term. Per­
sonally well liked, energetic and fa­
miliar with the questions of the day, 
otherwise as well as political, Mr. 
Lausier seems decidedly to be in the 
way of future official honor, and in 
so saying we express an opinion wide­
ly deceminated in his home city. Mr. 
Lausier is a member of the B. P. O. 
E. and Cercle Frontenac. 

Biddeford, one of Maine's busiest 
and most rapidly growing cities, is 
fortunate in having a progressive 
group of young business men who 
are active in furthering the interests 
of the community. This group, always 
alert to the advancement of the times, 
is largely composed of Franco-Amer­
icans, not a few of whom were born 
in the textile city and are products of 
its excellent schools. Among these 
rising young business men is Mr. Wil­
frid Landry. Mr. Landry was born in 
Biddeford, in 1888, son of Joseph and 
Melina (Gendron) Landry, both na­
tives of Canada, and he is one of 14 
children, 12 now living. Both his par­
ents resides in Biddeford. 

Subsequent to at tending the public 
and parochial schools of Biddeford, 
Mr. Landry became a clerk in a shoe 
store where he remained three years. 
He then entered the drug store of his 
father and upon the lat ter 's retire­
ment in 1910, became sole proprietor. 
Thoroughly versed in modern mer­
cantile methods, and skilled in the 
handling of all drug store supplies 
Mr. Landry conducts a drug store of 
reliability. Personally Mr. Landry is 
held in high esteem for his estimable 
qualities of citizenship, among which 
are his principles of integrity, public 
spirit and earnest endeavors to ad­
vance the interests of Biddeford and 
its people. Not only his friends, but 
citizens in general, look to him for 
growing importance in business and 
municipal affairs, a prediction made 
from the activity he has shown since 
becoming proprietor of the Landry 
pharmacy. Mr. Landry is unmarried 
and a member of Cercle Frontenac, St. 
John Club, B. P. O. E., Franco F. of 
A. and the Maine Pharmaceutical As­
sociation. 
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FRANCIS M. LANGLEY 

While the pronounced success 
gained in the state of Maine by many 
of French-Canadian birth is widely 
known, it by no means obscures the 
achievements of those born in the 
United States of French-Canadian 
parentage or descent. This is emphat­
ically t rue in the industrial centres 
of the State, the business and profes­
sional ranks being largely filled by 
rising young Franco-Americans. The 
subject of our present sketch presents 
an admirable example—Mr. Francis 
M. Langley, assistant manager of the 
Lake Auburn Crystal Ice Co., with 
office in Lewiston. 

Mr. Langley was born in Peahody. 
Mass.. son of Peter T. and Ethel 
(Morin) Langley, and he is the 
'"oungest of nine children, seven 
boys and two girls, eight of whom 
are living, Mr. Langley was educated 

in the public and High Schools of his 
native town and the Salem Commer­
cial College. His first employment 
was obtained in the Master Car build­
ers' office of the Boston & Maine rail­
road, Boston, where he remained one 
year. He was then employed by Swift 
& Co., Boston_ continuing one year, 
following which he came to Lewiston, 
in 1908, and secured a clerkship in 
the office of the Lake Auburn Crystal 
Ice Co. Three years of faithful service 
and by gaining a thorough knowledge 
of the business, brought Mr. Langley 
the important position of cashier, and 
in 1913 he was made assistant mana­
ger as at present. 

Mr. Langley was married in Lew­
iston, Nov. 22 1910, to Miss Jane 
Francis McCullough. and they are the 
parents of two children, a boy and a 
girl. 
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As a stanch supporter of the Dem­
ocratic party, and an earnest and 
conscientious worker for the best 
interests of the city and the future 
prosperity of its people, Mr. Langley 
was elected a member of the Common 
Council in 1914, representing Ward 
2 and in 1915 his good services were 
rewarded by being elected a member 
for four years of the Fi re Commis­
sion. Held in high personal esteem, 
Mr. Langley's future success and ad­
vancement seems assured. He is a 
member of the K. of C. and B. P. O. 
E. 

FLORENT SANFACON 
Prominent among the leading and 

most prosperous Franco-American 
business men along the historic St. 
John Valley, an Maine's extended 
North Eastern frontier, is the es­
teemed postmaster of the town of 
Grand Isle, Mr. Florent Sanfagon. Mr. 
Sanfagon was born in Grand Isle, Oct. 
16, 1866, son of Docithe and Scho-
lastique (Levasseuri Sanfagon, both 
natives of Grand Isle, the former de­
ceased in 1874 and the later in 189 4. 
In this connection it is interest ing to 
note that Florent Sanfagon's great 
grandfather, Joseph Sanfacon, was 
the first child born on the St. John 
river. 

Mr. Sanfagon was educated at 
Mamramcook College, X. B., subse­
quently becoming a school teacher. 
He followed this occupation for 12 
years with creditable success and 
then, in 1901, embarked in business 
by establishing a general store in 
Grand Isle. This venture proving very 
profitable, Mr. Sanfagon then bought 
for $4,000 a starch factory of A. E. 
Hammond of Van Buren. This also 
proved a successful enterprise, and 
he also has in addition two profitable 
farms of 300 acres . 

Mr. Sanfagon was married in Grand 
Isle in January, 1897, to Miss Julia 
Thibodeau. and thev are the parents 
of four children. One at tends Ste-
Marie's College at Van Buren and 
two are a t tendants at the convent of 
Mont Merici in Waterville. Me. Re­
garded as among the leading men in 
thought and action in this section of 
our State, Mr. Sanfagon was 
appointed postmaster of Grand 
Isle, J anuary 1, 1915, by President 
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Wilson and he was then serving as 
clerk of the town, resigning to accept 
the former position. For 13 years Mr. 
Sanfagon was chairman of the board 
of selectmen and 22 years town clerk 
and he has been a. member of the 
School Committee for many years. 
Fraternal ly Mr. Sanfagon is a mem­
ber of the K. of C , K. of M. and 
C. O. F . 

F. F. BERNIER, M. D, 
Sanford's prominent Franco-Amer­

ican citizen, P. F. Bernier, M. D., was 
born in the city of Quebec, Canada, 
in 1847, and is the son of Frederic 
and Emilie (Bond) Bernier and he is 
one of five children, three of whom 
are living. Dr. Bernier gained his 
early education in the schools of Que­
bec and graduated (with the degree 
of M. D. in 1868) from the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons of Que­
bec. He began the active practice of 
medicine in Biddeford in 1878, re­
maining until 189 2 when he came to 
Sanford where he has built up a 
large practice. Dr. Bernier was mar­
ried in Quebec in 1880, to Miss Camil-
le Couillard who was a native of Que­
bec, seven children were born to 
them, three of whom are living. 

Dr. Bernier 's father, Frederic Ber­
nier was born in the Province of 
Quebec and was deceased in 1890 at 
the age of 84 and his mother, Emilie 
Bond al though of Scoth parentage, 
was a native of the Province of Que­
bec. During his long and honorable 
professional career Dr. Bernier has 
been held in the highest esteem both 
in Biddeford and Sanford and in 
giving expression to this sentiment we 
but state the opinion of many citizens 
of Sanford, who are best qualified to 
judge. Dr. Bernier is a member of the 
Union St. Jean Baptiste, and K. of M. 
He served the town of Sanford as 
health officer and as a member of the 
Board of Health and also on the 
Board of Health of the city of Bidde­
ford. Dr. Bernier never lacked public 
spirit and is always interested in any 
movement for the welfare of the town 
and its people. Dr. Bernier was a 
candidate for State Senator on the 
Democratic ticket in 190 8-10 and 
made the best showing for that office 
of any candidate running on a Dem­
ocratic ticket cuting the vote from 
2,000 to 400, 
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ALBERT D. LANGELIER 

Lewiston has a "new Democracy"; 
that is to say a progressive group of 
young men who are rapidly bringing 
the old party to a better realization 
of its duties toward the common peo­
ple. Among the most prominent of 
these aggressive, as well as progress­
ive young men, must be included Al­
bert D. Langelier, Lewiston's efficient 
tax collector. 

Mr. Langelier was born in Lewis-
ton, March 2Srd. 1882, and he was 
educated there in the public and 
parochial schools. He was first em­
ployed, for three years, in Charles 
Morneau's confectionery store and 
later in the clothing trade at which 
he had many years experience. Enter­
ing politics, Mr. Langelier has been 
active and very successful in all his 
efforts in behalf of his party. He was 
secretary of the Democratic city 
committee for two years, president of 
the Commion Council two years in 
1900 during mayor McGillicuddy's 
first administration, and clerk one 
year, and at the 1915 municipal elec­
tion was made tax collector. 

Mr. Langelier was married in 1910 
to Miss Blanche Turgeon and two 
children have blessed their union. 

Paul Marcel and Maurice Langelier. 
For 12 years Mr. Langelier was mana­
ger of the L. & A. Bowling Alleys, 
then bought the Elite Bowling Alleys, 
three years ago, on Lisbon Street. 

He is a member of the Eagles, C. 
O. F. and Insti tut Jaeques-Cartier. 

Mr. Langelier has both a genial 
and estimable personality and there­
fore a host of friends among the 
varied nationalities of the community. 

Mr. Louis P. Langelier, father of 
Albert, was born in Canada, coming 
to Lewiston in 1871 where he has 
since lived. He was married in 1876 
to Miss Emma Levesque, and seven 
children were born to them, four now 
living and residing in Lewiston. Be­
side Albert there is Joseph A., drug 
clerk, Emima, a cashier, and Eva, 
a cashier in the Mohican Market. 

Mr. Langelier learned the mould­
er's trade, soon after his arrival in 
Lewiston and was employed at the 
Lewiston Machine Company's plant 
on Bates Street for 32 years. He also 
served the city as patrolman for 14 
years, a suffcient recommendation of 
his efficiency and qualities of good 
citizenship. 

FRANCOIS X. EMOND 
Numbered among Biddeford's most 

enterprising and prosperous Franco-
American businesss men is Francois 
Xavier Emond, prominent in the re­
tail shoe trade. Mr. Emond was born 
in Biddeford, Aug. 23, 1887, son of 
John F. and Anastasie (Loiselle) E-
mond, and he is one of 14 children, 
four now living. 

Mr. Emond's father is a native of 
Canada, age 58 years, and a widely 
known embalmer of Biddeford. Fol­
lowing his early education in the pa­
rochial schools, Mr. Emond attended 
for one year the college at Upton, Ca­
nada, and then for two years he pur­
sued a commercial course at St. Fran-
gois de Beauce, Canada. Returning to 
Biddeford he studied further in the 
High school and subsequently entered 
the employ of his father, then in the 
furniture business, and thus contin­
ued for two years. The store being 
burned out, Mr. Emond then became 
a clerk In the City Shoe Store, re­
maining from November 1905, until 
June, 1906, following which he en­
gaged in the undertaking business 
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with his father. After one year, and 
not liking the business, Mr. Emond, 
in J u n e 1907, entered the employ of 
the York Mfg. Company and contin­
ued for 16 weeks, after which he re­
turned to his position of salesman at 
the City Shoe Store. Here he re­
mained' five years and then resumed 
his business relations with his father 
and also at tended the Massachusetts 
School of Embalming, receiving a 
diploma for efficiency, and practicing 
with his father in Biddeford until 
1915. On March 15 of the same year 
Mr. Emond opened his present mod­
ern and finely stocked shoe store at 
49 Bacon Street. Although but a short 
time has elapsed since his establish­
ment, the store has already gained a 
favorable reputation for reliability 
and excellence of service and is rapid­
ly securing a large patronage. 

Mr. Emond was married in Bidde­
ford Sept. 22, 1913. to Miss Marie 
Louise Fournier and one child has 
been born to them, u girl. Progressive 
and energetic in business, strict in 
principles of integrity and yet a young 
man. Mr. Emond seems assured of 
decided greater mercanti le success 
than that already attained. He is a 
member of the C. O. F. , Franco F . of 
A., Union St-Jean Baptiste and was a 
member of the committee for solicit­
ing funds for building the Webber 
Hospital. This later fact we mention 
as showing Mr. Emond's high stand­
ing and the confidence placed in him 
by the Franco American citizens of 
the City of Biddeford. 

ALPHONSE DULAC 
Among the leading plumbing con­

cerns in Lewiston, that of Dulac & 
Caouette s tands second to none in 
reliability of service and scope of 
operations. This fact calls to mind 
Mr. Alphonse Dulac of the firm, and 
also that he is widely recognized as 
one of the most enterprising Franco-
American business men of Maine's 
chief industr ial city. Mr. Dulac was 
born in the Province of Quebec, Can­
ada, son of Joseph and Almina (Val­
ine) Dulac, and he is one of 11 chil­
dren nine now living. His parents 
were' both natives of Canada and are 
BtiU living, the elder Mr. Dulac being 
also a plumber and in business on 
Lisbon Street, 

ALPHONSE DULAC 

Mr. Dulac came to Lewiston at the 
age of 17, and 17 years ago, and after 
being employed at textile work for a 
short t ime he learned the t rade of 
plumber with T. W. Kerrigan, con­
tinuing in his employ for seven years. 
Gaining a through knowledge of all 
branches of modern and scientific 
plumbing, Mr. Dulac embarked in 
the business under the name of Dulac 
& Co. He thus continued for three 
years when the firm name became 
Dulac & Caouette, as a t present, and 
which has successfully been con­
ducted for six years. 

Mr. Dulac was married in Lewiston 
in 1902, to Miss Eva Labrecque, and 
they a re the parents of one child, 12 
vears of age. Having achieved decided 
commercial success, Mr Dulac has 
been no less successful in gaining a 
high personal standing, his merited 
reputation embracing not only busi­
ness integrity but all tha t implies 
good citizenship as well. Mr. Dulac is 
a member of the C. O. F . 
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HENRY LAMBERT, M. D, 

Among the younger Franco-Ameri­
can professional men of the State who 
have already become successful, and 
whose future is bright with promise, 
is Henry Lambert, M. D., of the town 
of Brunswick. 

Dr. Lambert was born in Calumet, 
Michigan, son of Gilbert and Delphine 
(Trudel) Lambert, and he is one of 
18 children, six boys and two girls 
now living. He was educated in the 
schools of Ste-Therese and Montreal. 
Canada, graduating from the famous 
Laval University. Subsequently Dr. 
Lambert was an Interne at Notre-
Dame Hospital, Montreal, remaining 
one year, and he commenced active 
practice In Brunswick in 1908, 

Dr. Lambert was married in Mont­
real, in 1911, to Miss Eveline Derome 
and one child has been born to them, 
o. boy. 

S'nce locating, and building up a 
luorative and steadily increasing 
practice in Brunswick, Dr. LambeTt 
has gained the universal esteem of 
the community, being regarded high­
ly not alone for his professional abili­
ty but for his estimable good citizen­
ship and commendable personal quali­
ties. He is an earnest Republican in 
political affiliation and a member of 
Union St. Jean Baptiste, Art'saos. P. 
of A. and the County aad State Medi­
cal Associations, 
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WILLIE F. PARADIS 
A perusal of this volume devotea 

to the achievements of the Franco-
Americans of Maine, will reveal the 
fact tha t in many instances their rep­
resentatives a re jus t as enterprising 
and prosperous in the border town*, 
of the State 's expansive North, as 
they are in the more populous indus­
trial centres to the South. In this 
connection we herewith present a 
leading and widely known business 
man of Van Buren, Mr. Willie F. Pa-
radis. Mr. Paradis was born in Ham­
lin Plantation, Maine, in 1864, son of 
Damase and Sophie (Paren t ) Paradis, 
and he is one of 12 children, seven 
now living. His father was a native 
of Canada, deceased June 29, 1913, at 
the age of 78, and his mother was 
born in Hamlin Plantat ion, deceased 
in February, 1904, aged 61 years. 
Mr. Paradis is largely a self educated 
man, just as he is decidedly a self-
made man, but he gained some school 
education in Caribou and Limestone, 
Aroostook County towns, and then 
became employed at farming. Mr. Pa­
radis pursued the occupation of farm­
ing for 38 years, and then after this 
extended period concluded to engage 
in business. The result was the estab­
lishment of a general store handling 
supplies of all kinds, farming tools, 
implements and machinery, etc. This 
enterprise has proven remarkably 
successful and has given Mr. Paradis 
a high and widely recognized com­
mercial standing. Other ventures of 
his have also resulted successful to a 
marked degree, notably that of potato 
buying and shipping, also the exten­
sive shipping of pulp wood and hay to 
various points. Mr. Paradis was mar­
ried in Van Buren in 18 88, to Miss 
Sophie Cyr and four children have 
been born to them, two of whom are 
living. Politically Mr. Paradis is affil­
iated with the Republican party and 
he is one of i ts stanchest supporters 
in all Aroostook County and one who 
wields much influence, not only a-
mong those of his own race but re­
gardless of nationality. He is now 
serving as first selectman of the town 
and is a t rus tee of the Van Buren Wa­
ter district, elected in 1915 to serve 
three vears, and having served three 
previous years. In saying In addition 
to the above that Mr. Paradis is uni­
versally esteemed by the people of 

WILLIE F. PARADIS 

Van Buren and vicinity, we but re­
peat the general sentiment there ex­
pressed, and it gives decided evidence 
of his personal good qualities. 
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OMER E. BOIVIN, M. D. 

The citizens of Maine, regardless 
of nationality, miay well take pride 
in the increasing number of rising 
young professional men born in the 
United States yet of French Canadian 
parentage, for they a re infusing new 
life into the affairs of the common­
wealth. In this connection we present 
Omer E. Boivin, one of the best 
known young physic'ans of the in­
dustrial city of Biddeford. 

Dr Boivin was born in Fall 
River, Mass., in 1890, son of Stanis­
las and Adeline (Dupuis) Boivin, and 
he is one of five children, all of whom 
are living in Fall River. His father, 
a native of Canada, is living at the 
age of 51 and his mother also, at the 
age of 49. Following his early educa­
tion in his home city and Sherbrooke, 
Canada, Dr. Boivin attended Milton 
University, graduating in 1908 with 

the degree of A. B. Following this 
Dr. Boivin attended the University of 
Maryland, located in Baltimore, gra­
duating and receiving the degree of 
M. D. in 1912. Subsequently he gained 
hospital practice and experience in the 
New York Lying-in Hospital, where 
l'e was one year, and then further ex­
perience in the Boston City Hospital 
covering a period of eight months. 

In November, 1913, Dr. Boivin 
came to Biddeford and commenced 
active practice. Although a compara­
tively short time has elapsed since his 
advent in the mill .city and his assum­
ing the duties of his profession, yet 
it has been long enough for Dr. Boi­
vin to ga'n i'mportant recognition and 
to demonstrate his ability in his 
chosen life's work. To speak further 
in his praise would be unbecoming at 
our hands, hut we can voice the sen-
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t iment of leading citzens of Bidde-
ford by saying that he is held in 
high personal esteem and that it is 
generally regarded tha t he has a 
brilliant professional future before 
him. Dr. Boivin is unmarr ied and is 
a member of the F. O. E. and L. O. 
0. 11., and was lodge physician of 
the latter. He is also a member of the 
1. O. R. M„ I . O. F . , Cercle Fronte-
nac. Union St. Jean Baptiste d'Ame-
rique, Maine and York County medi­
cal associations. In 1914, Dr. Boivin 
served with credit as city physician 
of Biddeford. 

JAMES GAUTHIER 

One of the first of the French-Ca­
nadians, now living, to settle in Lew-
iston was James Gauthier, an efficient 
police officer of the city, and whose 
advent was 51 years ago. Among 
others of his race at the time were 
such well-known men as Frank and 
Joseph Soucey, Charles Gagnon and 
Messrs. Janceau, Currier, Derocher, 
and Brooks. Mr. Gauthier was born in 
St. Nicholas, P. Q., Canada, in 1854, 
son of Auguste and Julia (Robitaille) 
Gauthier, and he is one of 11 children 
six now living. His parents were both 
natives of Canada; his father de­
ceased in 1893 at the age of 76 
years, and his mother in 1907, age 
86 years. Mr. Gauthier was first em­
ployed in the Bates Mill and alto­
gether worked there seven years. 
During the time Mr. Gauthier made 
his first communion and in the first 
French church, located on Lincoln 
street, when Fa ther Letourneau was 
in charge, who succeeded Father 
Lucey who was called to St. Joseph's 
parish on Main Street. 

Subsequently Mr. Gauthier served 
one year in the Canadian regular 
army, and then went to Manchester, 
N. H., where he worked for the B. & 
M. railroad for two years. Following 
this Mr. Gauthier, with his brother 
Joseph, conducted a wood and lumber 
business in Lewiston for 15 years, 
after which he had charge of lumber 
business of the Dennison Paper Mfg. 
Co. in Mechanic Falls, for one year. 
Returning to Lewiston Mr. Gauthier 
was employed by Pettingill and Libby 
at br ickmaking for one year, and then 

JAMES GAUTHIER 

in the city stables one year. In 1902 
he was appointed a member of the 
police force under Mayor McGilli-
cuddy's first administrat ion. By the 
Spring of 1917, when his present term 
expires, Mr. Gauthier will have served 
as a policeman 15 years. 

Mr. Gauthier was married in Lewis-
ton in 1874, to Miss Emma Soucy, 
deceased in 1885, and six children 
were born to them, five of whom are 
living. In 1887, Mr. Gauthier was 
married in Lewiston to Miss Celina 
Soucy, a native of Canada, and he 
has no children by this marriage. 
Throughout his long and honorable 
residence in Lewiston and during his 
many years of business and police 
connections, Mr. Gauthier has steadi­
ly maintained a high reputation for 
commercial integri ty and official ef­
ficiency and won the sincere esteem 
of his fellow citizens. In point of 
years Mr. Gauthier is one of the old­
est officers now serving the city, a 
fact worthy of special notice, not only 
as to his qualifications but because of 
the frequent changes in the police de­
partment under the present system. 
He is a member of Inst i tut Jacques 
Cartier, C. 0. F. and Catholic League. 
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LUDOVIC J. DUMONT, M. D. 

Lewiston's efficient city physician 
and general practitioner, Ludovic 
Joseph Dumont, was born in this city 
in 1890, son of Sigefroy and Alice 
(Tremblay) Dumont, and he was one 
of three children, two boys and a girl. 
Dr. Dumont's father was also a phy­
sician, actively practicing medicine 
in Lewiston for 18 years, and upon 
his decease in 1904, he was a mem­
ber of the staff of Ste-Marie's Hospi­
tal. A brother, Roland Dumont, D. D. 
S., graduated from Tuft's Dental Col­
lege, class of '15. 

Subsequent to graduating from the 
Lewiston High School and attending 
Bates College for one year, Dr. Du­
mont attended the famous Laval Uni­
versity of Montreal, afterwards in 
that city being interne at St. Paul 
Contagious Hospital, 

Dr. Dumont commenced the active 
practice of medicine in Lewiston in 
September 1913, and although but a 
comparatively short time has elapsed, 
from that date to the issue of this 
volume, he has been very successful 
in professional results and gained a 
high personal standing as well. In 
1914, Dr. Dumont was elected to the 
office of city physician of Lewiston, 
and re-elected in 1915. In this impor­
tant capacity he has not only de­
monstrated professional adequacy, 
but been decidedly alert to faulty 
conditions and pronounced in advo­
cacy of needed reforms. 

Dr. Dumont was married in Mon­
treal, July, 1913, to Miss Stella Le-
may of that city, and they are the 
parents of one child. As a citizen DT. 
Dumont is aggressive in all matters 
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pertaining to the public weal, and he 
is held in high regard by many people 
personaly as well as professionally, 
and he is an assistant surgeon at Ste-
Marie's Hospital. 

Dr. Dumont is medical examiner 
for the Modern Woodmen of Ameri­
ca., the Penn., Mutual Life Insurance 
Co., the Ladies ' Maccabees, the Ar­
tisans, and a member of the Andros­
coggin Medical Association. 

Vandal, continuing 14 years. Follow­
ing this Mr. Demers served two terms 
of two years each as a deputy sheriff 
of Cumberland County. In 1911 he 
established himself in the undertak­
ing business, and since 1906 he has 
been night agent of the American 
Express Co. Besides these business 
interests Mr. Demers is engaged in 
the retail confectionery t rade and 
acts as a policeman and constable. 

In 1907, Mr. Demers was married 
in Brunswick to Miss Regina Vandal 
and they are without children. Mr. 
Demers was the first Franco-Ameri­
can deputy sheiriff of Cumberland 
County and one of the most popular 
of any nationality; the lat ter fact by-
the-way winning for him a watch in 
a voting contest. Mr. Demers served 
as Coroner four years, and being a 
stanch Democrat he is now a mem­
ber of that party 's Town Committee 
and an active worker in its behalf. 
He also has done valient service as 
one of the organizers of the Bruns­
wick Chamber of Commerce. Mr. De­
mers ' personnel is as interesting as 
his varied pursuits and qualifications, 
a genial citizen and friend to all, 
and he is a member of the Indepen­
dent Red Men, C. O. F., Artisans, U-
nion St. John Baptiste, Franco For­
esters of America and a Chief ranger, 
Cercle Cremazie, Brunswick Drama­
tic Club, and the A. C. I. Social and 
Brunswick Clubs. 

WILFRED J. DEMERS 

It is said that Wilfred J. Demers, 
the subject of this sketch, is the best 
known Franco-American citizen of 
Brunswick and one of the most popu­
lar as well. At all events he is repre­
sentative of many of the best char­
acteristics of his race, energetic in 
methods and progressive in ideas. 

Mr. Demers was born in Brunswick 
May 30, 1883, son of Henry and Ma-
thilde (Levesque) Demers, and he is 
one of eight children; four girls and 
three boys living. After graduating 
from the Grammar School, Mr. Demers 
was employed in the Cabot mill, re­
maining one year, and then became 
a clerk in the grocery store of Noel 
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NARCISSE P. RENOUF 

In the subject of our present sketch 
Mr. Narcisse P. Renouf, an extensive­
ly operating general insurance agent 
of Biddeford, we have a characteristic 
representative of Franco-American 
enterprise and integrity in our State. 
Mr. Renouf was born in Trois-Pisto-
les, TeTniscouata County, P. Q., Cana­
da, in 1865, son of Philippe and Lucie 
(Desjardins) Renouf, and he is one of 
four children, two now living. Follow­
ing his school days in his native town 
Mr. Renouf went to Troy, N. Y., at 
the age of 17, remaining one year, 
then to Montreal, Canada, where he 
was six months. At the age of 20, in 
1886 Mr. Renouf shipped on a whaler 
from Boston to the West Indies and 
the coast of Africa. From here he 
shipped to the Azores, at Port Horta, 
where he remained two years and 

made himself familiar with the Portu­
guese language spoken there and he 
speaks several languages fluently. Mr. 
Renouf came back by the way of En­
gland and Ireland and visited several 
of the European countries. Mr. Renouf 
then came to Biddeford and was first 
employed as a book-keeper for a 
brick manufacturing concern, after 
whteh he went to Lewiston and was 
employed in a mill for three years. In 
Lewiston Mr. Renouf learned photo­
graphy with Artist Larocque, and 
practiced it for three years there and 
then also in Nashua, N. H., for six 
months, subsequently returning to 
Biddeford and opening a studio. Al­
together Mr. Renouf was engaged in 
the photograph business for seven 
years in Biddeford. In 1893 he be­
came established in the real estate 



FRANCO-AMERICANS OF THE STATE OF MAINE 185 

and insurance business and six years 
ago last April he admitted to partner­
ship Mr. Joseph Lachance. The busi­
ness today is one of the most success­
ful of its kind in entire York County. 

Mr. Renouf was married in Bidde-
ford in 1S91, to Miss Heloise Pain-
chaud and five children have been 
born to them, two of whom are living, 
a boy employed in the office and a 
girl a t tending school. Progressive as 
a citizen, enterprising and alert to 
the advancement of the times, Mr. 
Renouf is generally regarded as one 
of Biddeford's most influential Fran­
co-Americans while personally he is 
held in universal esteem. Mr. Renouf 
served creditably on the board of 
health for three years and he is a 
member of the B'ddeford merchants 
association, the local Union St-Jean 
Baptiste. Cercle Frontenac and Arti-
eans of Montreal. 

EMILE LEBRUN 

In Aroostook County, that expan­
sive region and great farming and 
lumbering section of Northern Maine, 
the business interests of various 
towns are largely in the hands of 
Franco-American citizens, and far 
from few of them are native to the 
soil, or in other words they were 
born in the State. Prominent among 
the most progressive and prosperous 
of such business men and located in 
the town of Van Buren, is Mr. Emile 
LeBrun, proprietor of a modernly 
equipped and largely patronized de­
partment store. Mr. LeBrun was born 
in Madawaska, Me. in 1882. son of 
William and Jul ia (Guy) LeBrun, 
and he is one of 11 children, six now 
living. His father is a native of the 
Province of Quebec, Canada, and he 
is now living in Van Buren at the age 
of 67. His mother was born in 
Frenchville, Me., and lives in Van 
Buren at the age of 60 years. After 
attending school in his home town. 
Mr. LeBrun went to Ste-Marie's Col­
lege in Van Buren, subsequently 
teaching school for four years in Ma­
dawaska. He then served as a clerk 
in a Van Buren store for four years, 
following which he established a 
grocery s tore and successfully con­
tinued the business for three years 
when he sold it out. In 1909, Mr. Le-

EMILB LEBRUN 

Brun again embarked in business by 
establishing his present spacious, 
largely stocked and extensively oper­
ated department store, known widely 
as being headquarters in Van Buren 
and all the surrounding country for 
dry goods and women's wear of va­
ried description. Mr. LeBrun was 
married in Van Buren in 1905, to 
Miss Catherine Lavoie and four chil­
dren have been born to them, two 
of whom are living. Achieving pro­
nounced business success, Mr. Le­
Brun has also gained a high personal 
standing in Van Buren and vicinity, 
the people generally esteeming him 
for his known business integrity, 
public spirit and mercantile acumen. 
These facts, no doubt, caused Mr. Le-
brun to be elected first selectman of 
the town for three terms, an office he 
filled acceptably to his fellow citizens 
irrespective of nationality or party 
membership. Politically Mr. LeBrun 
is a stanch supporter of the Repub­
lican party and one of its most in­
fluential members in this northern­
most section of the State. Fraternally 
he is affiliated with the C. O. F., 
and Union St. Jean Baptiste. 
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A perusal of this descriptive and 
biographical work reveals very clearlv 
that among the leaders in thought 
and action the younger element in 
Franco-American business and pro­
fessional circles is largely in evi­
dence. Moreover, that many of the 
most progressive and sagacious of 
their number are natives of the Unit­
ed States although of French-Cana­
dian parentage. Xo bet ter illustration 
of this can be found in all Maine than 
the subject of our present sketch, Mr. 
Edward P. Langley, district manager 
of the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Co., with office in the Manufacturers ' 
National Bank building, Lewiston. 

Mr. Langley was born in Salem, 
Mass., son of Peter T. and Athala 
(Morin) Langley, both of Canada, 
and he is the second oldest of 10 
children, seven living. He was edu­
cated in the public schools of the ad­
joining town of Peabody and first 
employed as a morocco dresser. Mr. 
Langley continued in this industry 
for several years, or until 1889, when, 
at the age of 20, he entered the insur­
ance business as an ordinary solicitor. 
The young man seems to have found 
in this connection his right vocation, 
or at least it so served to develop his 
business capabilities that in the 
comparatively short time of two years 
he was made assistant manager of the 
Salem office (where he had com­
menced his work) , t ha t of the great 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co., of 
New York. 

Following his appointment to this 
important position, Mr. Langley was 
transfered to a Brooklyn, N. Y., of­
fice where he remained three months, 
and then, he was placed in charge of 
the Lewiston district office, one of 
the largest operating in Northern 
New England. Some idea of the vol­
ume of transactions executed in this 
office may be gained from the fact 
that under Mr. Langley's supervision, 
on an average the year round, are 33 
agents. 

Mr. Langley was married in Salem, 
in 1892, to Miss Marie Louise Menard 
and five children have been born to 
them, four of whom are living. 

Mr. Langley has other business 
connections of large proportions, such 
as being a director of the Lake Au­
burn Crystal Ice Company, all of 
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which gives assurance of his being 
regarded as one of the most astute 
and successful business men in Cen­
tral Maine. Personally as well as com­
mercially, and as a citizen of public 
spirit and patriotism, Mr. Langley is 
held in universal regard, and he is a 
member of the K. of C , B. P. O. E . , 
Musical and Literary Club, Chamber 
of Commerce and its second vice-
president, and Calumet Club. 

JOHN BERUBE 
Among the enterprising and pros­

perous Franco-American business men 
of Maine who have achieved notable 
success largely through their own ex­
ertions, determination and integrity, 
rather than by means of capital, is 
John Be>ube, a largely operating ba­
ker of Waterville. Mr. BSrulie was 
born in Sherman, Aroostook County, 
Maine, in January , 1881, son of Ar-
a^tobul and Elize (Landry i Berube, 
and he is one of seven children, five 
now living, a son and four daughters. 
His father died in St. Francis, N. B., 
in 1890, and his mother is still living 
at the age of 65. Having been denied 
the advantages of school, Mr.Berube' 
educated himself and his first employ­
ment was in the cook works of a 
pulp mill, there continuing three 
years. Following this he learned the 
trade of baker and for four years 
worked in a Waterville bakery. Ob­
taining a thorough knowledge of the 
industry, and being determined to 
gain advancement through the chan­
nels of business, Mr. Berub6 estab­
lished a bakery in Waterville on Aug. 
15, 1910. Although the begining was 
small, Mr. Berube's products were of 
the highest quality, a fact that the 
buying public soon became aware of, 
and result ing in a steady gain in out­
put. The final result of Mr. BeTube's 
enterprise and progressive methods 
came last Spring when he built and 
equipped one of the finest and most 
modern bread and pastry bakeries in 
entire Maine. This model bakery is 
perfect as to cleanliness and scientific 
sanitation, fireproof and has in oper­
ation the latest improved machinery 
and every facility for rapid and cor­
rect production. The capicity is 2,000 
loves of bread daily and 2,500 dozen 
rolls, etc., weekly. Mr Berub6 makes 
a specialty of fine bread, using only 
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pure ingredients and the highest 
grades of flour. Mr. Berube was mar­
ried in Waterville in 1901, to Miss 
Marie Bourgoin and they are without 
children. Business men of Waterville 
have informed us that no better ex­
ample of Franco-American thrift, en­
ergy and enterprise can be found in 

their City than is presented by Mr. 
Berube, and as he is still a young 
man they predict further industrial 
success for him. Personally as well as 
commercially Mr. Berube1 is held in 
high regard and he is a member of 
PUnion St. John Baptiste. 

LEVITE V. THIBODEAU 
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LEVITE V. THIBODEAU, Esq. 

Called upon to name a represent­
ative Franco-American at torney at 
law in Northern Maine, we should 
have no hesitency in giving that of 
Levite V. Thibodeau, of Van Buren, 
who is not only » practicing lawyer 
but a citizen of substantial value to 
the community and wide influence. 
Mr. Thibodeau was born in St. Leo­
nards, X. B., April 14. 1S6S, son of 
Vital F. and Methaide (Duplessis) 
Thibodeau, and he is one of the four­
teen children, nine now living. His 
father was born in Grand Isle, Me., 
deceased July 20, 1912, at the age of 
SI, and his mother is a native of St. 
Leonards, now 7 3 years of age. Mr. 
Thibodeau is a self-made man in 
every sense of the word, his early 
education having been secured by 
diligent labor and earnest personal 
effort, culminating by his being ad­
mitted to the bar of M a n e withoti; 
the assistance of anybody. His strug­
gle for an educafon was not onl" 
that of the ordinary pioneer but he 
had the added drawback of not being 
familiar with the English language. 
Subsequent to graduat ing from the 
Ricker Classical Insti tute at Ho-l'o*1, 
Me., Mr. Thibodeau studied law in 
Caribou, Me., and he was admitted to 
the bar December 9th, 1S96. He com­
menced the active practice of his pro­
fession at once and soon gained im­
portant recognition throughout Aroos 
took County. 

Mr. Thibdeau was marr ; ed in Vin 
Buren on January 10. 1898, to M'ss 
Alma Pelletier, a daughter of T. H. 
Pelletier, M D., of Van Buren. and 
thev are without children. Although 
r'avinT an extensive law practice Mr. 
Thibodeau. being an earnest advocate 
of the principles of the Republican 
part1" has found t 'me to enter poli­
tics and give a portion of his energy 
and valued time to the cause re re­
presents. He was elected a member of 
the Maine Legislature in 1914. but 
declared unseated by the Democrats, 

and solely by the "r ight of might", 
and in direct opposite ruling of simi­
lar cases by the Supreme Court of 
Maine. However, Mr. Thibodeau's 
many friends, and numerous voters of 
all parties, bear in mind that another 
State Election occurs in 1916. 

Mr. Thibodeau was the second at­
torney of French extraction located 
along the St. John River district to be 
admitted to the bar, and among the 
prominent enterprises he is, or has 
been, interested in all the following: 

He was one of the promoters of the 
Van Buren Trust Co., and i stock­
holder and director for several years; 
he was also one of the chief promot­
ers of the First National Bank of Van 
Buren, the only national bank on the 
St. John River, and is now vice-presi­
dent of that institution. With Dr. Pel­
letier, Mr. Thibodeau was founder of 
the Madawaska Journal , having at 
the time of its suspension a circula­
tion of 3,500 copies. The paper was 
discontinued on account of the ill 
health of Dr. Pelletier. Mr. Thibodeau 
was chairman of the board of trustees 
of the Van Buren Water District 
when the water works were pur­
chased from Moore & Co. He was also 
one of the promoters of the Van 
P ' i r m L'^ht 8- Power Co.. and is pres­
ident of the corporation. Held in high 
esteem personally, Mr. Thibodeau n 
essentially public spirited and patri­
otic, hence he takes a deep interest 
in the advancement and fu t - re pros­
perity of Van Buren and the great 
surrounding farming co-mtry. Mr. 
Thibodeau has served the people of 
Van Buren as t reasurer one year, and 
as town solicitor for five years, and to 
the satisfaction of the community 
from 1909 to 1914 inclusive. Frater­
nally he is a member of the B. P. O. 
E. of Houlton, Union St. Jean Baptis-
te of America, C. O. F , I. O. F. and 
Modern Woodmen. 
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JEAN B. COUTURE JOS. ARCHAMBAULT, M. D. 

The subject of this sketch, Mr. Jean 
B. Couture, is not only one of Maine's 
most prominent Franco-American 
citizens but, as editor of Le Messager, 
second to none of his race in the 
moulding of public opinion among 
the French reading people of New 
England. Mr. Couture was born in 
Quebec City, Canada, in 1867, son of 
Olivia and Marie (Heber t l Couture, 
and he is one of 17 children (eight 
boys and nine gi r ls ) , seven now 
living. Mr. Couture's father and mo­
ther were both natives of Canada, 
the former deceased in 189 5 at the 
age of 7 2 vears and the lat ter in 
1896. 

Mr. Couture was educated at the 
Brothers' Normal School in Quebec 
City and subsequently learned the 
trade of printer in the office of L'E-
venement, a daily Quebec newspaper. 
Here he remained five years and then 
came to Lewiston, in 1886, securing 
employment in Le Messager of­
fice. In 1S91, Mr. Couture bought out 
the business and in 1909 removed 
the plant to more advantageous quar­
ters on Lisbon Street, occupying as 
now a spacious building which he 
purchased the same year. A modern 
and finely equipped job printing plant 
was added, and all told the office now 
gives employment to 13 people. 

Mr. Couture was married in Lewis-
ton in 1889, to Miss Clara Brunelle 
and they are the parents of five chil­
dren. Progresive in thought and ac­
tion, Mr. Couture is regarded as one 
of the ablest Franco-American edi­
torial writers in this section of the 
County, wielding a t renchent pen in 
interests of his race and decidedly in-
dependant politically. Through his 
business acumen and personal enter­
prise he has developed Le Messager 
to an important influence and gained 
for it financial success and a large 
and extended circulation. Mr. Coutu­
re served with credit two terms in 
the Maine Legislature and previous­
ly was a member of the Lewiston 
Common Council two terms. Fra ter­
nally he is a member of Insti tut 
Jacnues Cartier, The Artisans, L. O. 
0 M Union St. Jean Baptiste, C&rcle 
Oanadien and Musical and Literary 
Club, 

Probably the best known physician 
in Northern Maine, alnd having a 
widely-extended practice, is Joseph 
Archambault , M. D., located in the 
border town of Fort Kent. Dr. Ar-
chanrbault was born in St. Antoine, 
Richelieu River, P. Q., Canada, May 
IS, 1S6S, son of Stanislas and Cathe­
rine (Dupre) Archambault , and he is 
one of nine children, all living. Dr. 
Archambault 's father was also a na­
tive of St. Antoine and is living at the 
age of 7 3 years. Of the children, one 
is a priest at St. Peter 's parish, Lew­
iston, two are nuns and located in 
Montreal, one a judge, John B. Ar­
chambault, of the Circuit Court, one 
a proprietor of a meat market in Ma­
gog, P. Q., and another is a notary 
public in Montreal, while the young­
est son in on a farm in Canada, and a 
married sister is living in Canada, 
having a family of 12 children. 

Dr. Archambault gained his early 
education in the public schools and 
St. Hyacinthe Seminary, and that in 
relation to medecine in the famous 
Laval University at Montreal, grad­
uating in 189 3 with the degree of M. 
D. He commenced active practice in 
Fort Kent the same year, quickly 
gaining recognition for professional 
efficiency and build 'ng up, in a com­
paratively short time, a large practice 
throughout this section of Northern 
Maine, with frequent calls from the 
outlving vast farming territory. 

Dr. Archambault was married in 
Fort Kent in September. 1897, to 
Miss Emma Marquis, and thev are the 
parents of eight children, all living. 
The personnel of Dr. Archambault is 
characteristic of a kindlv na ture and 
deep love of his fellow man, hence he 
has hosts of friends and well wishes 
"n-and-dowri the historic vallev of the 
St. John and he is held in universal 
esteem as a resident of Fort Kent, and 
where he is a taxpayer to the extent 
of some $100. 
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LOUIS T. CHABOT HECTOR MARTIN 

All lines of endeavor, especially 
mercantile and professional, are ably 
represented in our State by citizens 
of French-Canadian birth or parent­
age. In Maine's chief industrial city, 
Lewiston, this is decidedly apparent, 
and part icularly as relates to mer­
chandising. Prominent among the 
most interpr is ing and successful Fran 
co-American merchants of the mill ci­
ty is Mr. Louis T. Chabot, of the spa­
cious and largely patronized depart­
ment store of Chabot & Richard Co. 

Mr. Chabot was born in Nicolet, P. 
Q., Canada, and obtained his educa­
tion in the schools of Biddeford, Me., 
and the Montreal, Canada, Business 
College. He was first employed in a 
shoe factory in Montreal as book­
keeper, continuing five years, then 
in a wholesale grocery for one year 
in the same capacity. Following this, 
Mr. Chabot became a salesman in the 
dry goods s tore of E. E. Clark at Bid­
deford, remaining five years, then, 
coming to Lewiston, was employed 
for two years in the dry goods house 
of Ar thur Sands. Subsequently Mr. 
Chabot pursued the occupation of 
salesman in the dry goods store of L. 
C. Moore and the depar tment store of 

B. Peck & Co., now known as the 
Great Department Store. Here he 
continued for 15 years and for some 
10 years was considered one of its 
most valued employes, acting as a 
director. 

In 1902, Mr. Chabot was instru­
mental in forming the Chabot & Ri­
chard Co., and establishing the pre­
sent important business, maintaining 
one of the largest, heaviest stocked 
and most metropolitan department 
stores in the State. 

Not only is Mir. Chabot widely 
known for his business acumen, pro-
gressiveness and integrity, but he is 
also considered one of the most in­
fluential Franco-Americans in Cen­
tral Maine, always exerting that in­
fluence for the advancement of the 
Community and its people. Politically 
he is a stanch supporter of the Dem­
ocratic par ty and he was elected 
Countv t reasurer in 1912 and re­
elected in 1914. Mr. Chabot is a mem­
ber of St. Pe te r ' s church choir, the 
Musical and Literary Club, Artisans, 
C. 0. F, and L. 0, 0. M, 

It is a noteworthy fact that among 
the most enterprising and successful 
business men along Maine's Northern 
border, located in the beautiful and 
historic valley of the St. John river, 
those born in the towns in which they 
reside predominate, and that the par­
ents of many of them were also native 
born. This is in direct contrast to 
many prominent Franco-Americans 
of the central and southern sections 
of our State, and presents a study for 
the philosopher or student of human 
nature. In this connection we present 
the name of a rising and already 
successful young business man, Mr. 
Hector Martin of Frenchville. Mr. 
Martin was born in Frenchville 
March 30, 1SS5, son of Simon and 
Alvine (Marquis) Martin. Both par­
ents were natives of Frenchville, his 
father deceased in 189 2, and his 
mother now living at the age of 46. 

Mr. Martin was educated in the 
schools of his home town and at the 
Fort Kent t raining school. His first 
employment was on a farm, follow­
ing which he taught school and tlien 
became a clerk in the store of L. A. 
Cyr at Limestone, Me. Here Mr. Mar­
tin remained two years, graining a 
good business kowledge, and then 
ambitious to advance by aid of a mer-
catile pursuit he established himself 
in the retail grocery trade. In addi­
tion to this business Mr. Martin now 
extensively handles the farm ma­
chinery and implement products of 
the world celebrated International 
Harvesting Co. This enterprise was 
founded in 1912, and he has steadily 
gained in prestige and patronage. Mr. 
Martin was married in Frenchville 
in 1906, to Miss Clara Bouchard and 
they are without children. Always 
public spirited and deeply concerned 
in the town's growth and prosperity. 
Mr. Martm has served his fellow citi­
zens faithfully as selectman or"e ' 'ca-
and one v a r as superintendant of 

schools. Held in high personal as well 
as commercial esteem. Mr. Martin is 
a member of the Modern Woodmen. 
C. O. F . and Union St. Jean Baptiste. 
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WILLIAM H. CHAFFERS, 
M. D. 

Dr. William Henry Chaffers, a spe­
cialist in the t reatment of diseases of 
the eye, ear, nose and throat , is re­
garded as one of the rising young 
physicians of Lewiston, not alone a-
mong those of Franco-Canadian na­
tivity or descent, but of whatever 
race birth. 

Dr. Chaffers was born in Worcester, 
Mass., in 1SS7, son of Joseph and 
Rose (DesOrmiers) Chaffers, and he 
is one of six children four of whom 
are living. The elder Mr. Chaffers was 
also a physician, practicing in Wos-
cester, was born in St. Cesaire, Cana­
da, and died a t the age of 4 2. The 
grandfather of the subject of this 
sketch, William Henry Chaffers was 
a Canadian Senator sit t ing in the 
House Parl iament at Ottawa. 

Dr. Chaffers, subsequent to grad­
uating from the Laval University of 
Montreal served two years as house 
physician at Ste-Marie General Hos­
pital, Lewiston and was engaged in a 
general practice in medicine and sur­
gery. He then studied in Paris and 
London, and re turning to Lewiston 
opened an office in December 1912, in 
College block, Lisbon Street. In Jan­
uary, 1914, he removed to his present 
office in Pillsbury block and where 
he confines his practice to troubles 
and diseases of the eye, ear, nose and 
throat. Dr. Chaffers is amply quali­
fied, and has been remarkably success 
ful, in the t reatment of diseases of 
the organs mentioned, and largely on 
account of his study and experience 
while abroad. 

Dr. Chaffers was married June 1, 
1914, to Miss Berthe Bolduc of Lew­
iston, and they have one child, a boy. 
We have spoken of Dr. Chaffers as a 
rising voung physician and this might 
be applied with equal force as to his 
personal reputat ion, gaining as it is 
for him the esteem and good will of 
manv people. Dr. Chaffers is a mem­
ber of the Maine and Androscoggin 
Countv Medical Associations and 
Oculist and Aurist of Ste-Marie Gen­
eral Hospital. 

IB 

FELIX CASAVANT 
Prominent among the leading and 

most esteemed French-American busi­
ness men of Lewiston is Felix Casa­
vant, of the firm of Casavant & Le-
vesque, grocers, 58 Ash Street. Mr. 
Casavant was born in Barford, P.Q., 
August 2, 1880, son of Louis and 
Emma Casavant. and he is a direct 
descendant, the seventh generation, 
of the only Casavant that came from 
France and settled in Canada. His 
great grandfather, Antoine Casavant, 
was the son of Louis, the fourth, he 
the son of Louis the third, he the son 
of Jean, the second, all born in Cana­
da, and the lat ter son of Jean, the 
first who came to Canada from St. 
Pierre, diocese d'Auch, France, and 
who was married April 27, 16S1. 

At the early age of 10 he came to 
Lewiston to be educated under the 
care of the French brothers and con­
vent sisters. 

Mr. Casavant, at the age of 16, and 
upon the death of his mother went to 
work in a lumber camp at Redding-
ton, Maine, and where his father was 
cook, the camp being for employes of 
a. sawmill. Felix waited on the table 
and attended school in the afternoon, 
and all employees being from- the 
prov'nces. young Casavant learned to 
speak good English. He remained at 
Reddington for three years, then with 
his father, for two years, was employ­
ed at West Milan, N. H. He then came 
to Lewiston with his father and thev 
rstablished a grocery store at 9 7 Ash 
Street, doing a prosperous business 
for about 10 years, The business then 
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being sold, Mr. Casavant worked for 
two years at the grocery t rade and 
then in August, 1913, he bought an 
interest in the Ash Street grocery 
store, the firm becoming Casavant & 
Levesque. This finely stocked store is 
to-day one of the best patronized of 
its kind im Lewiston. 

Mr. Casavant was married in July, 
1903, to Miss Laure Morin, and five 
children have been born to them, four 
of them being old enough now to at­
tended school. Mr. Casavant is not 
only prominent as a business man, but 
he is an influential and progressive 
citizen as well, and is held in high re­
gard throughout the community. He 
is a member of St. Peter 's church, the 
Artisans and Woodmen of America. 
He owns and resides in a handsome 
and modern house at 82 Oak Street. 

T. N. GAGNE 

Mr. T. N. Gagne, one of Lewiston's 
most prominent Franco-American 
business men, was born in Ste^Agathe 
P. Q., Canada, son of Roch and Mar­
guerite (Cameron) Gagne, both of 
Canada, and he is one of nine chil­
dren, seven of whom are living. 

Mr. Gagne's advent in the city of 
Lewiston was a t the age of nine, his 
parents having made their home here, 
and he was educated in the public 
schools and G. Boardman Smith's 
Business College. 

Mr. Gagne's first employment was 
in the textile industry, continuing six 
years1, and following this for two 
years he was in the grocery business. 
He then embarked in the retail jewel­
ry business as at present, and gaining 
pronounced success and a high com­
mercial standing. This was 28 years 
ago, and today Mr. Gagne's finely 
equipped Lisbon Street Store stands 
among the leading jewelry houses in 
Central Maine. 

Mr. Gagn6 has achieved much busi­
ness success outside of the jewelry 
trade and he is a large owner of real 
estate. In this connection he practi­
cally made-over and modernized Ho­
tel Adams, formely known as the 
Rockingham Hotel and so improved 
the property that the building has 
ereatly added to the appearance of 
Middle Street, upon which It Is lo-
eatftd. 

T. N. GAGNE 

Mr. Gagn'ei was married in West-
brook, in 1888, to Mrs. Huard, and 
they a re without children. Politically 
Mr. Gagn<5 is affiliated with the Re­
publican party and he is one of its 
most influential Franco-American 
supporters, a fact which several years 
ago caused him to be made a mem­
ber of the State Republican commit­
tee, as he is at present. 

During Mr. Gagne's long and hon­
orable mercanti le career in Lewis-
ton, he has been held in high esteem 
by his fellow business men and the 
citizens generally, both for his com­
mercial integrity and patriotic citi­
zenship, also as one advocating and 
assisting in all measures tha t make 
for the advancement of the city and 
its people. Mr. Gaigne is a member of 
the L. 0 . O. M. 
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LOUIS N. GENDREAU 

Lewiston's well-known Franco-
American citizen and the efficient 
business manager of Le Messager, Mr. 
Louis N. Gendreau, was born in St-
Pie, P. Q., Canada, in 1864. Follow­
ing his being at the Seminaries of St. 
Hyacinthe and Montreal, Canada, Mr. 
Gendreau became employed as a mu­
sician, he being a talented player of 
several musical instruments , and he 
also established a newspaper a t Coa-
ticook, Canada, L'Etoile de l 'Est. This 
was in 1893 and the publication was 
continued until 1896, when Mr. Gen­
dreau went to Quebec and became 
connected as a musician with a thea­
tre orchestra and the band of the 
Royal Canadian Artillery. In 1897, 
Mr. Gendreau came to Lewiston and 
at once became employed as busi­
ness manager of Le Messager, the 
important position which he still 
occupies. Being instrumental in or­
ganizing the Saint Dominique 
Band, Mr. Gendreau is now its direct­
or and as a member plays the cornet. 
He is also director and member of St. 
Peter 's church choir and was an im­
por tant factor in organizing, with 
Brother Aymond, the famous boys' 
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band. Mr. Gendreau is one of the 
officials of Lewiston's most promi­
nent singing society, the Orpheon, and 
was organizer of St-Peter 's lodge of 
C. O. F . and he is also a member of 
St. Joseph's Society, Insti tut Jacques-
Cartier, Union St. Jean Baptiste, Ar­
tisans, Musical and Literary Club, 
Franco. F. of A., Modern Woodmen, 
Owls, L. O. O, M. and F O. E . 

Politically Mr. Gendreau is affiliat­
ed with the Democratic party and he 
is one of its most influential and 
earnest advocatels in Androscoggin 
County, and a member of the County 
and City Committees. Fur thermore 
Mr. Gendreau was a member for six 
years of the Lewiston School Board 
and is now serving his first year on 
the Aldermanic Board, representing 
Ward 4, and he has every prospect of 
future and greater honors at tha 
hands of his fellow citizens, and who 
generally holds him in the highest 
regard irrespective of nationality or 
party affiliation. 

L. N. LAJEUNESSE 

Lewiston's efficient Deputy chief of 
police 

(Biography on page 104) 
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WILLIAM C. ROUSSIN ELOI R. MICHAUD 

In considering the achievements of 
the Franco-American citizens of 
Maine, we find their aible and pro­
gressive representatives in all profes­
sional and business occupations and 
often standing among the foremost 
in thought and action. In this connec­
tion we present an influential and 
widely known citizen of Biddeford. M. 
William C. Roussin, engaged in the 
real estate business. Mr. Roussin was 
born in Montreal, Canatla, in 1S60, 
son of Guillaume and Octavie (La-
pointe) Roussin, and he is one of 12 
children, five now living. His father 
and mother were both natives of Can­
ada, the former deceased in Montreal 
at the age of 77. Mr. Roussin was ed­
ucated in Terrebonne, P. Q., Canada, 
and coming to Biddeford in 1S88 he 
became engaged in the grocery busi­
ness, thus continuing with great suc­
cess for 2 5 years. In 1912, Mr. Rous­
sin established his present prosperous 
and largely operated real estate busi­
ness and which is now regarded as 
one of the most reliable in service in 
entire York County. 

Mr. Roussin was marned in Bidde­
ford in June 1S95. to Miss Alda Co-
reau, and e'ght children have been 
born to them, seven of whom are 
living. During his long, honorable and 
extensive business connections in Bid­
deford Mr. Roussin has merited and 
enjoyed the confidence and universal 
esteem of his fellow citizens who 
generally regard him as one of the 
most sagacious and enterprising of h's 
race in this section of the State. Mr. 
Roussin served with credit as Alder­
man in 1894 and as a member of the 
board of assessors for three years. He 
is a t rustee of York Countv Savings 
Bank, a director of the Webber Hos­
pital and a member of the Artisans 
and Cercle Frontenac. 

Prominent among the leading busi­
ness men and most influential mem­
bers of the Democratic party in 
Northern Maine, is Eloi R. Michaud, 
widely known throughout the State 
and located in Frenchville, one of 
the historic border towns on the St. 
John river. Mr. Michaud was born in 
Frenchville in 1N57, son of Roma and 
Annie (White) Michaud. His father 
was a native of New Brunswick, a-
cross the St-John river, before the 
boundry line was settled upon 
and died 4 5 years ago by be­
ing drowned in Cross Lake, 
and his mother was born in Ireland, 
deceased in 1900 at the age of 76. 
There were five children in the fami­
ly, three girls and two boys. Mr. Mi­
chaud was educated in the Academy 
of Frenchville and Richer Classical 
Inst i tute at Houlton, and in 1882, or 
33 years ago, he established a general 
store in Frenchville, followed in 1885 
by engaging in the production of 
starch with a factory at Frenchville 
and one at Fort Kent under the firm 
name of Nadeau fc Michaud. All these 
enterprises have proven highly profit­
able. Mr. Michaud was married in 
Frenchville in 18S2 to Miss Virginie 
Levesque, and 11 children have been 
born to them, 10 of whom are living, 
eight girls and two boys. Mr. Mi­
chaud has served the town in various 
official capacities for many years, 
and to the evident great satisfaction 
of the majority of his fellow citizens. 
He was town clerk for 3 5 years in 
succession and is at present, and he 
was chairman of the board of select­
men for 21 years in succession, super­
intendent of schools for eight years, 
notary public and trial justice for 21 
years and postmaster under President 
Cleveland for four years. Mr. Mi­
chaud also served with credit in the 
Maine Legislature for two terms, in 
1907 and 1889, and during the latter 
term he was a member of the com­
mittee on State schools. He was also 
a deputy sheriff two years and form­
erly a member of the county estimate 
board and is now secretary of the 
Democratic town committee. Mr. Mi­
chaud is president of the Union St. 
John Baptiste. 
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GEO. C. PRECOURT, M. D. 
Our present sketch relates to a 

widely known citizen of the industrial 
city of Biddeford, one who not only 
has gained prominence in his profes­
sion but has rendered much aid in 
the advancement of the Franco-
Americans in our State—George 
Charles Precourt , M. D. Dr. Precourt 
was born in Saco, Maine, in 1SS3, son 
of Joseph and Lucie (Paren t ) Pre­
court, and he is one of four children, 
all now living. His father was a native 
of Canada, deceased in Saco in 1907, 
and his mother was the daughter of 
Michel and Elizabeth (St-Germain) 
Parent, who were among the first 
French-Canadian sett lers of Bidde­
ford, coming here in 1850. Dr. Pre­
court was educated in the public 
schools and the celebrated Thornton 
Academy of Saco, class of '04, and he 
subsequently entered the Bowdoin 
Medical School, graduat ing with the 
degree of M. D. in 1908. The same 
year he commenced active practice in 
Biddeford. He also took a course and 
gained hospital experience in the 
Massachusetts General Hospital. 

Dr. Precourt was marr ied in Marl­
boro, Mass., in 1913, to Miss Hilda 
Precourt and they are without chil­
dren. Possessed of a kindly disposi­
tion and progressive in all profession­
al mat ters , Dr. Precourt has gained 
a wide friendship and substantial 
practice in Biddeford and vicinity, 
and he is now serving with great 
credit as city physician. Always deep­
ly interested in all measures and 
movements tha t may be of benefit to 
his race, and ever seeking their in­
creased progress and prosperity. Dr. 
Precourt was a pioneer in organizing 
the Cause Xationale having for its 
object the enl ightenment of the 
Franco-American people of Maine. 
Esteemed highly by his fellow citi­
zens, Dr. Precourt seems certain of 
a far more serviceable career in the 
community, not only professionally 
but as one who seeks the bet terment 
of humani ty . He is a member of the 
C. O. F. , L . O. O. M. , Union St-Jean 
Baptiste, Ins t i tu t Canadienne-Fran-
caise Cercle Frontenac and the 
American, Maine and York County 
Medical Associations. 

03 

ALPHONSE LACHANCE 
Our present sketch relates to one 

of the youngest Franco-American 
business men of Lewiston, Alphonse 
Lachance, and in this connection it 
is also timely to add that he is one of 
the most enterprising and progressive 
of his race in that important indus­
trial city. Mr. Lachance was born in 
Ste-Claire, P. Q., Canada, in 1887, son 
of Frangois and Delphine (Cor'rir 
veau) Lachance. His father and mo­
ther were both natives of Ste-Claire, 
the former deceased in 1909 at the 
age of 62 years and the latter in 1914 
at the age of 66. 

Coming to Lewiston with his par­
ents at the age of five years, Mr. La­
chance was educated in the schools 
of this city, after which he obtained 
his first employment in the textile 
industry. After thus continuing for 
11 years, Mr. Lachance, being ambi­
tious to gain business success, estab­
lished a grocery store on Blake St. 
This enterprise was opened on June 
24, 1912, and proved successful from 
the start . A year later Mr. Lachance 
removed his business to a more ad­
vantageous location, that as at 
present, on Bates Street. Mr. A. 
Lachance was married in Auburn, 
October 1, 1912, to Miss Marie Si-
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rois, and they are the parents of one 
child, a. boy. Although Mr. Lachance's 
business experience has necessarily 
been comparatively brief, it has been 
entirely sufficient to demonstrate his 
sagacity and acumen, and this gives 
rise to the opinion that a larger and 

more prosperous business future 
awaits him. Personally as well as 
commercially, Mr. Lachance is held 
in high regard in Lewiston, and he is 
a member of the Cercle Canadien, 
and was president of the organization 
for three years. 

CHARLES MARTEL 
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CHARLES MARTEL 
Probably no other Franco-Ameri­

can citizen of Maine enjoys u wider 
acquaintance among people of various 
nationalit ies, or is more popular with 
them, than Charles Martel, Lewis-
ten's prosperous pharmacist . 

Mr. Martel was born in St. Hya-
ciathe, Canada, and he was educated 
there in c seminary and in Lewiston, 
having become a resident of that city 
at an early age. To fulfill his ambi­
tion for advancement and a secure 
place in the business world, Mr. Mar­
tel decided upon the drug trade, se­
curing emp'oyment in the pharmacy 
of Martel & Cloutier. Although he 
remained here but one year, his na­
tural ability, quickness of perception 
and business sagacity qualified h ;m 
to open a pharmacy of his own. This 
he did in 1S77. by establishing thf-
Maple Leaf Drug Store at the corner 
of Lincoln and Chestnut Streets. In 
1903, Mr. Martel opened the now 
favorably known and largely patron­
ized Red Cross Pharmacy, located at 
267 Lisbon Street, and which he still 
operates. 

Mr. Martel was married in 1885 to 
Miss Cordelia Couturier of Lewiston 
and they have had born to them five 
children, three girls and two bovs. 
all living at present. Throughout his 
long residence and active business 
career in Lewiston, Mr. Martel has 
taken a deep interest in municipal 
affairs, and always for the further­
ance of the city and its people, and in 
this connection he has gained con­
siderable political prominence and 
much personal influence. He was a 
member of the Lewiston Fire Com­
mission for four years and a member 
of the Water Board six years, serving 
in both important pr,- 'tions with the 
characteristic saeaeUv and business 
smiBfii for which he is known. In 
this connection it is worthv of more 
than passing notice that Mr. Martel 
was made Honorary Chief of the Fire 
Commission of Maine, one of the few 
who have been thus honored since 
the establishment of that board. 

Achieving pronounced and merited 
business success, Mr. Martel has 
gained no less in the reputation ac­
quired as a citizen of progressive 
spirit and unbounded patriotism, es­

teemed also for his many personal 
good qualities. He is a member of 
the Woodmen, Artisans, F. of A., 
Macabees, Union St. John Baptiste, 
Musical and Literary Club, Lewiston 
Chamber of Commerce, B. P. O. E. 
and Insti tut Jacques Cartier. 

JOSEPH A. ROUSSEAU, Esq. 

Business and professional pursuits 
are well and ably represented in the 
town of Brunswick by Franco-Ameri­
can citizens, and as a representative 
of the law we readily call to mind 
Joseph A. Rousseau, not only because 
he is prominent as a practicing attor­
ney but important in the town's wel­
fare. This, too, in light of the fact 
that Mr. Rousseau may be called a 
pioneer settler of his race in Bruns­
wick, arriving at the age of 14, when 
there were only a few French-Cana­
dians in business here whereas there 
are now over 40. He was also at the 
time the only French-Canadian boy 
in the primary school. 

Mr. Rousseau was born in St. Jean, 
Chrysostome, P. Q.. Canada, and 
there attended the public schools. He 
was first employed in the grocery 
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store of Frank Webb in Brunswick, 
continuing six years, and during 
which time he improved his spare 
hours by reading law. Subsequently 
he studied law in the office of James 
Doolittle, esq., and was admitted to 
the Cumberland County bar in 1896. 

In January, 1898, Mr. Rousseau 
was married in Lewiston to Miss Do-
rilda Ouellette, and they are the par­
ents of three children. Mr. Rousseau's 
parents were Honors and Marie M. 
(Tardif) Rousseau, both of Canada, 
and he was one of seven children, six 
of whom are living. 

In politics Mr. Rousseau has been 
prominently identified with the Re­
publican party and he is one of its 
most influential Franco-American 
supporters in this section of the State, 
and now a member of the Cumber­
land County Republican, and Bruns­
wick town, Committe.es. In 1913 he 
was elected a representative to the 
State Legislature, running ahead of 
his ticket, and he was the only Re­
publican elected and the first French-
Canadian elected from the town of 
Brunswick. He served with much 
credit and was a member of such im­
portant committees as those on legal 
affairs, library, salaries and fees. 

Mr. Rousseau is not only esteemed 
highly for his qualities professional 
and as a citizen, but for his estimable 
personality as well, and he is a mem­
ber of Union St-Jean Baptiste, Bruns­
wick and Maine State Bar Associa­
tions. 

A. C. LAMOUREUX, M. D. 

If our State is to continue to keep 
space with the rapid advancement of 
the times, much depends upon the 
progressive ability of its rising young 
professional men. Such young men 
are rapidly coming to the front and 
far from few of them were born on 
Canadian soil. An excellent example 
in Sanford is Ar thur C. Lamoureux, 
M. D. Dr. Lamoureux was born in St. 
Liboire, County of Bagot, P. Q., Can­
ada, in 1882, son of Joseph and Ma­
rie (Fooirnier) Lamoureux and is 
one of Ave children all living. His 
father was born in Contrecoeur, P. 
Q., Canada and was deceased in 1886, 
at the age of 36 and his mother was 
born in St. Hyacinthe and is still 
living at the age of 58. Subsequent 
to gaining a high school education in 
philosophy and clasics he graduated 
from Canada's great medical institu­
tion, Laval University, with the degree 
of M. D. He commenced active prac­
tice in Somersworth, N. H., where he 
remained nine months and in 1910, 
came to Sanford, quickly gaining 
recognition for his professional skill 
and personally as well. Dr. Lamou­
reux was married in Somersworth, N. 
H., in 1912, to Ber tha Gauvin and he 
enjoys a high standing in commercial, 

Committe.es
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fraternal and social circles irrespect­
ive of nationali ty, and he is always 
interested in the causes and all move­
ments for the future advancement of 
Sanford and the future progress and 
prosperity of its people. Dr. Lamou-
reux is a member of the American 
Medical Association and the York 
County Medical Association, Artisans, 
Franco F. of A. and Union Fra te rna l 
League. 

PAUL J. CLOUTIER 
Prominent among the rising and 

progressive young men of the State of 
French-Canadian parenta,get, or in­
deed of any lineage, is Mr. Paul J. 
Cloutier, a t this wri t ing the efficient 
city audi tor of Maine's most impor­
tant industr ial centre, Lewiston. 

Mr. Cloutier was born in Lewiston 
July 6. 1S88, son of Joseph O. and 
Julia (Downey) Cloutier, and he is 
one of two children, t he other being 
Miss Blanche Victoria Cloutier. Sub­
sequent to obtaining his education in 
the Lewiston public and High schools, 
Mr. Cloutier learned the t rade of 
dyer under the instructions of the 
late William Bain, where he was em­
ployed two seasons. He then attended 
the famous Philadelphia textile 
school and upon the finish of his 
course there received a certificate de­
noting his qualifications as a compe­
tent dyer and textile chemist. Fol­
lowing this Mr. Cloutier was employ­
ed in the Ellard Shoe Store of Lewis-
ton for one year, then as a traveling 
salesman for the great milling house 
of Washburn-Crosby Co. 

Being a young man of quick per­
ception, ambitions and energetic, and 
havine the na tura l ability to gain a 
keen insight into affairs municipal 

PAUL J. CLOUTIER 

and political, Mr. Cloutier by his own 
exertions and through the influence 
he wielded among the young men 
workers of the Democrat party, was 
elected auditor of the city of Lewis-
ton in the March election of 1915. 

Mr. Cloutier is an enthusiastic 
lover of all manly and outdoor sports 
and is himself an athlete of local note, 
and he has more or less successfully 
participated in various running races. 
Personally he is a young man who 
inspires esteem and friendship, and 
we predict for him a prosperous and 
honored future. Mr. Cloutier is a 
member of the K. of C. and A. O. H. 
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